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RACEBOX?? 

 



Minnesota residents by race in 1860 

 169,395 (98%)  

 259 (0.2%)  

 2,369 (1%)  

"White"

"Colored"

"Indian"

Source: U.S. Census via Social Explorer. 



MN today by race/ethnicity (Hispanics 

removed from all other race groups) 

82% White 

6% Black 

5% Hispanic 

5% Asian 

2% Multiracial 

1% American Indian 

 
Source: U.S. Census via mncompass.org 



Many of our populations of Color 

are immigrants 
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Source: IPUMS version of U.S. Census Bureau’s 2013 American Community Survey, Tabulated by MN State Demographic Center. 



Examining groups in Census data 

Photo: iStock  



http://www.prb.org/Multimedia/Video/2015/distilled-demographics-race.aspx 

 

What Is 
Race? 
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Quiz: Which topics are found in 
the 2010 decennial census? 

YES (IN 2010 DECENNIAL) 

 Population counts 

 Race/ethnicity data 

 Vacant/occupied homes 

 Age 

 Gender 

 Hmong population (race) 

NO (BUT IN THE ACS) 

 Income 

 Health insurance 

 Disability 

 Birthplace 

 Years in the U.S. 

 Language spoken at home 

 Somali population 
(ancestry) 

 

 

 



Understanding diverse groups 

 Race and Hispanic origin are available on the latest 
(2010) decennial census for all geographies 

 Race and Hispanic origin are also available in the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s annual Population Estimates 
(done in between the years ending in -0) for counties 
and higher geographies 
 2014 data released in June 2015. See News>SDC in the News 

 Finally, the ongoing American Community Survey 
(ACS) also has race/ethnicity (for all geographies), 
PLUS nativity/birthplace, ancestry, language, years in 
the U.S., mobility (residence abroad one year ago) 
 ACS data are better for some groups than others… 

 



Race and ethnicity  
(according to the Census Bureau) 

 On the ACS or decennial census, respondents are first 
asked if they are of “Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish” origin. 
This is ethnicity, and entirely independent of race.  

 Then respondents can select one race, or as many races 
as they want. (This was new beginning in the 2000 
decennial census. For 1990 and earlier years, you had to 
pick 1 race only.)  
 Persons picking only 1 race show up in “XX race alone” tables 

 Persons picking 2+ races show up in “XX race alone or in combination” 
tables 

 In addition, you can select “Some other race” if you don’t 
like any of the available check-boxes.   



Which of the following groups 
are found in Census race data? 

1. Hmong 

2. Guamanian 

3. Filipino 

4. Somali 
 



Race on the latest  
ACS and decennial census * 

 Racebox.org shows how the Census Bureau has asked about race 
and ethnicity in every decennial census (beginning in 1790) 



Ancestry/origin – only on ACS 

 About 9 percent of respondents don’t answer this 
question 

Somali 



Birthplace 
 Works well for Somali foreign-born community 

 More challenging for Hmong foreign-born because 
some were born in Laos, while many younger 
Hmong born in Thai refugee camps 

 Plus, nearly 40% Hmong living in MN today were 
born in MN 

 
 



AFF is online at factfinder.census.gov 
-or- www.census.gov > Data tab  



Blue buttons on left nav:  
Race and Ethnic Groups 

   Clicking “Race and 
Ethnic Groups” again 
creates a hovering 
box that you must 
close when you are 
done 

NOTE: What you see 
will be narrowed 
based on what is in 
your “Selections Box” 



“Refine your search results”  
tan banner 

 

 A quick way to examine a topic,  
group, industry or geography.  

 Or pull up a specific table if you 
know it (e.g. B17001 for poverty) 



Explore our website at mn.gov/demography 
 Locate data & AFF table links  

 New interactive maps  
and data visualizations 

 Featuring a new blog, guidance 
for data users,  and more 

 Follow us on Twitter at 
@MN_StateData 

 

 

 

 

 

MN State Demographic Center  
online resources 



Understanding diverse groups 

Consider other sources: 

 Refugee primary arrival data from the MN Dept of 
Health: 
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/refugee/stats/ 

 Home language data from the MN Dept of Education: 
w20.education.state.mn.us/MDEAnalytics/Data.jsp 
 (Under Student Data> Student> Category> Languages) 

 MN Compass Immigration section: 
www.mncompass.org/immigration/overview 



Understanding diverse groups 

Consider other sources: 

 Refugee primary arrival data from the MN Dept of 
Health: 
www.health.state.mn.us/divs/idepc/refugee/stats/ 

 Home language data from the MN Dept of Education: 
w20.education.state.mn.us/MDEAnalytics/Data.jsp 
 (Under Student Data> Student> Category> Languages) 

 MN Compass Immigration section: 
www.mncompass.org/immigration/overview 



Want to learn how to do more? 
Join us for our next  
DEM0GRAPH1C DAY CAMP! 

 
The Stats: 
 Friday, October 2, from 9 am – 4 pm 
 Centennial Office Building (near the Capitol) 
 Cost = $225 
 Visit mn.gov/demography & “Popular Topics” box  

 
You Will:  
+ dive deep into census data    
+ consult with experts about your needs    
+ equip yourself with new skills   
+ prepare to dazzle your coworkers   
+ gain insights that lead to influence  

 
 



Diversity & Immigration 
Trends 



Source: mncompass.org  
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MN is becoming more diverse… 

unevenly 

Source: mncompass.org 



Populations of Color in MN 

reached 1 million in 2014 
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Source: Tabulated by the Minnesota State Demographic Center from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 



Foreign-born populations growing 

since the 1990s 

489,979 

400,263 

291,141 

230,924 

151,925 

102,100 105,400 114,108 

256,705 

396,176 

Source: Tabulated from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 



+ Minnesota’s foreign-born population 

now comes from across the globe 

Source: Tabulated by the Minnesota State Demographic Center from the 
Integrated Public Use Microdata Series, U.S. Census Bureau data 
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Foreign born in Minnesota  

(Largest groups in 1900 and 2010) 

Source: Tabulated from the Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 
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+ 

 66,900  
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MN foreign-born populations: Largest 

groups by country of birth, 2013 

Source: MN State Demographic Center tabulation of IPUMS version of 2013 American Community Survey  

* Hmong represented 

* 

* 
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+ 
Percent of MN young people who 

are “children of immigrants” 

 

Under age 20, it’s 1 in 6 

 

Under age 5, it’s 1 in 5 

“Children of immigrants” are 

foreign-born themselves, or have 

one or two foreign-born parents 
Source: mncompass.org 



Largest ancestry 

groups reported 

by Black 

Minnesotans, 

2008-2012 

Source: 2008-2012 American Community Survey, IPUMS 
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Largest detailed 

race groups 

reported among 

Asian 

Minnesotans, 

2008-2012 

Source: 2008-2012 American Community Survey, IPUMS 
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+ 
Net migration will become the 

major driver of our state’s growth 

Source: MN State Demographic Center projections, October 2013. 

 

 

Net migration 

Natural change 

(births-deaths) 



+ 
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+ 
In Minnesota 

4 in 10 Black children, 

4 in 10 American Indian children 

3 in 10 Hispanic children 

2 in 10 Asian children, and  

<1 in 10 White children  

LIVED IN POVERTY IN 2013 

 



+ 
Which MN kids are leaving high school 

in 4 years with a diploma? (2013 data) 

 79% of all high school students (2009: 74%) + 5 pts 

 49% of American Indian students (2009: 41%) + 8 pts 

 78% of Asian students (2009: 68%) + 10 pts 

 58% of Hispanic students (2009: 43%) + 15 pts 

 57% of Black students (2009: 43%) + 14 pts 

 85% of White students (2009: 82%) + 3 pts 

 77% of boys (2009: 72%) + 5 pts 

 82% of girls (2009: 77%) +5 pts 

 

Two fastest 

growing 

demographic 

groups in MN 



MN: Largest population growth 

among Asian, Black and Latino 

groups by 2030 
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Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center projections. 



+ 

Susan Brower & Andi Egbert 
demography.helpline@state.mn.us 

 

Questions? 

Comments? 

 

 

 
 

Thank you! 


