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Article Summary: Twenty soldiers, survivors of the Battle of Wounded Knee, received the Medal of Honor for 
“gallantry in action and other soldierlike qualities.”  This article examines the low standards in effect at that time 
for the awarding of the medal and suggests the randomness of the process of choosing these medal recipients. 
 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: Big Foot, Red Cloud, Nelson A Miles, James W Forsyth 
 
Seventh Cavalry soldiers awarded Medals of Honor: 2nd Lt Harry L Hawthorne, Lt John C Gresham, Lt Ernest A 
Garlington, John  E Clancy (musician), Pvt Mosheim Feaster, Pvt Marvin C Hillock, Sgt George Loyd, Pvt 
Matthew Hamilton, Sgt Albert W McMillan, Sgt William G Austin, Pvt Hermann Ziegner, Pvt Thomas Sullivan, 
Cpl Adam Neder, Sgt Frederick E Toy, 1st Sgt Jacob Trautman, Sgt Bernhard Jetter, Pvt George Hobday (cook), 
Sgt James Ward, Cpl Paul H Weinert, Pvt Joshua B Hartzog  
 
Place Names: Porcupine Butte, Pine Ridge Reservation, Nebraska 
 
Keywords: Lakota Sioux, Medal of Honor, Battle of Wounded Knee, Ghost Dance, Seventh Cavalry, James W 
Forsyth, Harry L Hawthorne, John C Gresham, Ernest A Garlington, John  E Clancy, Mosheim Feaster, Marvin C 
Hillock, George Loyd, Matthew Hamilton, Albert W McMillan, William G Austin, Hermann Ziegner, Thomas 
Sullivan, Adam Neder, Frederick E Toy, Jacob Trautman, Bernhard Jetter, George Hobday, James Ward, Paul H 
Weinert, Joshua B Hartzog 
 
Photographs / Images: Chief Big Foot, 1888; ravine at Wounded Knee, where so many of Big Foot’s people died; 
map of the battlefield of Wounded Knee (James Forsyth papers); redrawn map of the battlefield with inset 
transcription on two pages of the legend from the Forsyth map; obverse and reverse of an original Wounded Knee 
medal engraved “The Congress to Captain E A Garlington, 7th Cavalry, for distinguished gallantry at Wounded 
Knee Creek, South Dakota, December 29, 1890”; formal portrait of General Nelson A Miles, wearing his Medal of 
Honor, awarded in 1892 for a Civil War exploit; Sgt Toy receiving his Wounded Knee Medal of Honor (Harper’s 
Weekly, September 19, 1891); Buffalo Bill’s Wild West troop, 1896, including Medal recipient Paul H Weinert as 
standard bearer  
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