
 

 

Koch Pipeline - Gum Hollow Oil Spill   
 
Case History: In October, 1994, a pipeline broke and discharged over 90,000 gallons of 
crude oil into Gum Hollow Creek, in Refugio County, Texas.  Heavy rains carried the oil 
to the Nueces River and on into Nueces and Corpus Christi Bays.  The discharge oiled 
terrestrial and aquatic vegetation, birds, sediments, soils, and other biota.  The Trustees 
and Responsible Party (RP) agreed that the creation of 2.5 acres of emergent marsh 
and acquisition of 24 acres of freshwater riparian wetland habitat would adequately 
compensate the public for injuries to Trust resources.   
 
Responsible Party: Koch Pipeline 
Company. 
 
Trustees:  
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) 
 
Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
  
Texas General Land Office (TXGLO) 
   
DOI-FWS
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Contacts:  
Kenneth Rice, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Office, 361/994-9005 
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Other Links: 
Region 2 Environmental Contaminants Program Homepage
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Environmental Contaminants Program Washington Office 
Homepage
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