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Editor’s Note:

This is a textbook examining religious belief systems from a biblical, orthodox Christian doctrinal 
perspective. Inclusion of groups, religions, and movements in this book does not mean that any of the 
authors, researchers, or editors presume that everyone will agree with the religious opinions and 
criticisms expressed here. Because we believe that the Bible teaches personal moral responsibility for 
every individual regarding the gospel claims of Jesus Christ, we believe that anyone may reject those 
claims and make a commitment to alternative beliefs. While no one should be forced to accept or reject 
particular beliefs by others, in the same way no one should be forced to refrain from honest differences of 
opinion and belief simply out of fear of litigation. It would honour the religious pluralism and freedom 
legally guaranteed in the United States if differing religious organisations and individuals, like the 
Church of Scientology and those associated with this edition of this book, would express their differences 
openly and without fear of intimidation or derision of any kind. That is the spirit in which this chapter is 
presented.

The Church of Scientology 1 is the most litigious religion in the history of churches founded in the United 
States. They have been the plaintiffs in an enormous number of lawsuits compared with most churches 
and/or religions. A few of their court battles have benefited others’ rights. In that regard, Scientology’s 
legal claims have helped stay the erosion of religious liberty. On the other hand, critics of Scientology 
claim that they intended many of their lawsuits as malicious vendettas against ex-members and perceived 
enemies of the church. These actions by Scientology have soured many people toward their church. Every 
Christian should cherish their religious freedom as a gift from God. In juggling the freedom of speech and 
freedom of religion, a Christian can allow freedom of religion for every Scientologist while exercising 
free speech in labelling Scientology a false religion according to the biblical teachings embraced by the 
historical orthodox Christian church over nearly two thousand years.

Too much ink and paper have laboured the point over whether Scientology is a religion. It has all the 
marks of a religion. It has its own set of scripture, it holds a worldview, and it seeks spiritual 
enlightenment. By biblical standards we justifiably call it a false religion. We define any religion as false 
whenever and wherever it departs from the biblical God and His plan of salvation as understood and 
proclaimed by the historical orthodox Christian church. So yes, Scientology is a religion, but a false 
religion by biblical standards. Jesus sharply rebuked false teachers of His day without denying their 
freedom of belief. Consider His "woes" to the Pharisees as an example (Matthew 23:13–30). Religions 
that deny Christ’s deity, atonement, resurrection, and grace lead to an eternal hell and separation from 
God (John 10:1, 8; Matthew 5:29–30; 10:28 and 18:9). Like Jesus, we can freely speak against false 
religion without denying one’s rights to hold such. We must categorically separate denial of rights from 
proper examination by Scripture. We intend to do the latter only.

This chapter focuses on the theological aspects of Scientology. We will also examine its history to see 
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how it came about. If the founder and the Church of Scientology have a questionable background, then 
that background warrants examination by Scripture. In 1 Thessalonians 5:22 we are warned to abstain 
from all appearance of evil. Ephesians 5:11 counsels us, "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them." We do not find any clandestine or questionable background in the 
person of Jesus Christ. For centuries people everywhere have investigated the life of Jesus Christ by the 
same standards which we will apply to L. Ron Hubbard and Scientology. Jesus, being sinless and God 
incarnate, has no equal, nor can He be superseded by any other (John 1:1; 8:46 and 18:20).

The Dianetics movement was once seen as a 1950s fad, which some erroneously thought would fade 
away as many fads do. 2 Others had a different perspective of Dianetics, calling it a cult from the 
beginning. 3 Within our theological definition of cultism, we describe the Church of Scientology as a non-
Christian cult. In particular, Scientology’s magazine Advance! speaks of its Buddhistic root, that L. Ron 
Hubbard is a second Buddha, the Meitreya. It says, "In Buddhist lands Mettaya [also spelled, Meitreya] 
became a great favourite [second Buddha]. Various cults devoted to him arose." 4 Scientologists 
acknowledge the religious validity of Buddhistic cults centred on Meitreya in past centuries. What they 
fail to realise is the same Meitreya-cult syndrome exists in their church, with L. Ron Hubbard as the 
Buddha figure.

What is this movement called Scientology? It claims to be a "church" and an "applied religious 
philosophy." How do its teachings compare with the teachings of the Bible? What background and 
qualifications does founder L. Ron Hubbard have for developing a system that claims to be "the most vital 
movement on Earth today"? 5 In this analysis of a complex religious and philosophical system, we will 
explore some answers to these questions. We will provide a survey of Scientology and, by contrast, show 
the major points at which statements in Scientology materials contradict biblical teaching.

L. Ron Hubbard

The founder of Scientology, Lafayette Ronald Hubbard (L. Ron Hubbard, affectionately called "Ron" by 
Scientologists), was born on March 13, 1911, in Tilden, Nebraska. Hubbard, a popular science fiction 
writer of the 1930s and 1940s, changed venues midstream by announcing at a New Jersey science fiction 
convention, "Writing for a penny a word is ridiculous. If a man really wanted to make a million dollars, 
the best way would be to start his own religion." 6 The following year, in May 1950, Hubbard released 
Dianetics: A Modern Science of Mental Health, 7 which has become entry-level reading for converts to 
Scientology. Hubbard’s overnight success with Dianetics virtually gave him a new career in writing self-
help and religious books. His first book on Scientology was published in 1951, and the Church of 
Scientology in California was incorporated on February 18, 1954.

Building a global religion of six million adherents (perhaps 200,000 active) in a few decades was no small 
victory for Mr. Hubbard, whose abilities should not be underestimated. His claim to fame as a writer 
includes fifteen million published words in science fiction, essays, and articles. He supersedes this with 
twenty-five million published words for Scientology. Mr. Hubbard’s publishing achievements are notable, 
but his background upholds very few biblical Christian values, as we will see.
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He was raised on a small ranch near Helena, Montana, with four hometown churches, but his later 
cynicism of Christianity betrays his virtually faithless upbringing. His father served a career in the U. S. 
Navy, which allegedly afforded L. Ron Hubbard frequent travel abroad. He was also one of the youngest 
Eagle scouts in the history of the Boy Scouts of America.

His books often carry a short biographical sketch of his accomplishments, also described in the 
Scientology Dictionary:

[He travelled] extensively in Asia as a young 
man. … He studied science and mathematics at 
George Washington University, graduating from 
Columbian College. He attended Princeton 
University and Sequoia University. … Crippled 
and blind at the end of the war [World War II], 
he resumed his studies of philosophy and by his 
discoveries recovered so fully that he was 
reclassified in 1949 for full combat duty. It was a 
matter of medical record that he has been twice 
pronounced dead and that in 1950 he was given 
a perfect score on mental and physical fitness 
reports. 8

Several competent writers have gathered contradictory evidence of Hubbard’s exaggerated vita and have 
challenged his claims. None are so thoroughly damaging to his credentials than Russell Miller’s Bare-
Faced Messiah: The True Story of L. Ron Hubbard 9 and former Scientologist Bent Corydon’s L. Ron 
Hubbard, Messiah or Madman? 10 Miller showed that Hubbard attended high school in America while he 
was claiming to have been travelling Asia. His medical records showed that he was never crippled, 
blinded, or wounded in World War II, let alone being pronounced dead twice. Bent Corydon, formerly 
head of one of the most successful Scientology missions (Riverside, California), has countless court 
transcripts, affidavits, and firsthand testimonies that lay many of L. Ron Hubbard’s claims to rest. 11

Hubbard’s academic degrees have come under question since Sequoia University was discovered to be an 
unrecognised diploma mill located in a two-story house in Los Angeles. It was closed down in 1958 by an 
act of the California Legislature.

It is true that he attended George Washington University for two years. He was placed on academic 
probation, as he said, for "some very poor grade sheets." 12 Although there are times he calls himself a 
"nuclear physicist," he failed his only class on molecular and atomic physics. He also spent three months 
in a military course at the Princeton School of Military Government. Nothing has yet surfaced to confirm 
his alleged degree from Columbian College.

The success of Hubbard’s writing skills cannot be argued. The manuscript for Dianetics (180,000 words) 
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was supposedly completed in three weeks’ time. Those who knew him said that he could type ninety 
words per minute with the old two-finger method. He had an altered typewriter with special keys for often 
used words, such as "and," "the," and "but."

His personal qualifications as a religious leader were everything but saintly. His first two marriages were 
disastrous. His second wife, Sara Northrup Hubbard, sued him for divorce on April 23, 1951, in Los 
Angeles County Superior Court. The microfilm copy of that case mysteriously vanished from the court 
records. However, an industrious St. Petersburg Times newspaper reporter found the original in storage at 
the courthouse. It was a twenty-eight page complaint to dissolve their Chestertown, Maryland, marriage 
of August 10, 1946. This was a bigamous marriage for Mr. Hubbard. He pretended to be a bachelor to 
Miss Northrup, yet he had not divorced his first wife, Margaret Grubb Hubbard. His first marriage was 
not legally dissolved until over one year after his second marriage.

His second wife’s 1951 divorce allegations contained more than bigamy charges. She claimed sleep 
deprivation, beatings, strangulation, kidnapping of their child and fleeing to Cuba, and Ron counselling 
her to commit suicide, "if she really loved him." 13 The kidnapping was reported in several newspapers in 
1951.

Sara Northrup had first met Hubbard through a Pasadena-based occult group led by Jack Parsons, a 
disciple of the late Alister Crowley, whose alias was "The Beast 666." Crowley was a leading Satanist, 
sorcerer, and black magician. He founded the Ordo Templi Orientis (oto), which promoted sexual magick. 
14 At its New York headquarters, the group’s historical records include letters between Parsons and 
Crowley that mention Hubbard several times. Northrup was Parsons’s girlfriend when they both met L. 
Ron Hubbard. As Parsons’s partner, she represented the Babylonian woman in Revelation, chapter 17, in 
the New Testament. Before she could fulfil Parsons’s plan, Hubbard swept her away in an out-of-state 
bigamous marriage (representing himself as a bachelor the entire time). In Parsons’s letters he blamed 
Hubbard for taking her from him.

Scientology defends Hubbard’s connection to the Parsons black magick cult by stating that he went 
undercover to infiltrate it on orders of the Naval Intelligence. Supposedly, several prominent scientists 
were visiting Parsons’s oto temple, and Ron’s job was to shut it down. Jack (John Whiteside) Parsons was 
a noted rocket scientist, but the explanation presented by Hubbard seems far-fetched. It lacks 
rationalisation for why an undercover agent would soil the operation with a bigamous marriage. No 
record has ever been produced to prove that Naval Intelligence hired Hubbard for such an operation. 15

Hubbard’s working knowledge of black magic and the occult satisfied Parsons. In one letter he wrote to 
Crowley he speaks highly of Ron’s knowledge of the rituals. 16 The Bible, however, condemns occult 
practices as abominable, and God says that He will cut off the participants from His presence 
(Deuteronomy 18:9–12).

The resources claimed by Hubbard for Dianetics include, "the medicine man of the Goldi people of 
Manchuria, the shamans of North Borneo, Sioux medicine men, the cults of Los Angeles, and modern 
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psychology. Among the people questioned about its existence were a magician whose ancestors served in 
the court of Kublai Khan and a Hindu who could hypnotise cats. Dabbles had been made in mysticism, 
data had been studied from mythology to spiritualism." 17

Hubbard’s third marriage, to Mary Sue Whipp, lasted the rest of his lifetime. She captivated world-wide 
attention, in 1977, as the mastermind behind a sinister covert operation against various levels of the 
United States government that could rival a spy novel. Hubbard was living in California at the time, but 
his impenetrable shield prevented direct connection with the illegal activities.

Hubbard spent his final years in seclusion from the public eye. Top Scientologists isolated him from most 
family and church members until his death in Creston, California (a small town north of San Luis 
Obispo). According to a copy of his death certificate, he succumbed to a cerebral vascular accident 
(stroke) on January 24, 1986. In their refusal to believe that such a great "science of the mind" master 
could die a horrific death, the word "dead" or "died" was never used at his eulogy. Scientologists 
announced that L. Ron Hubbard decisively "discarded the body" to move onto the next level of research, 
outside his body. 18 How this new research would become available to planet earth is left unsaid.

Hubbard himself apparently encouraged an examination of his belief system such as that undertaken in 
this volume. The seventh article of the Creed of Scientology states, "All men have the inalienable rights to 
think freely, to talk freely, to write freely on their own opinions and to counter or utter or write upon the 
opinion of others." If they hold faithful to their creed, they should expect counter writings. With this, we 
counter the opinions of L. Ron Hubbard.

The Dianetics Movement

Hubbard had no difficulty coining new terms as a science fiction writer. This talent became the bedrock 
for new terminology in Dianetics and Scientology. Church publications often contain glossaries for the 
new terms. They also publish a technical dictionary with three thousand new terms and definitions. It is 
interesting, however, that the word "Scientology" was originally used in 1934 by a German social 
psychologist, Dr. A. Nordenholz. 19 A French physiologist, Richard Semon, coined "engram" in 1904.20 

Engram is one of the most commonly used words in Dianetics and Scientology.

Dianetics means "through thought" or "through the soul." Hubbard promoted Dianetics by publishing 
three lengthy excerpts of his theory in the periodical Astounding Science Fiction, May 1950, October 
1950, and January 1951. According to Publisher’s Weekly, Dianetics sold 55,000 copies in the first two 
months and more than 750 Dianetics groups started nation-wide. 21 They advertised its readership a year 
later as 150,000 people with 2.5 million followers. Dianetics swept college campuses and blazed through 
middle-class America with a faddish appeal that evolved into a cultic structure.

The glowing benefits of Dianetics seem virtually unlimited as Hubbard promotes his new "science of the 
mind." 22 Mankind, according to Hubbard, "is basically good." 23 The basic instinct for all people is 
survival. 24 Man’s environmental conditions and painful experiences result in failure. So if a man changes 
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his circumstances and eliminates pain, then his condition improves. Two important factors for man’s 
survival, then, are avoiding pain and gaining pleasure. 25

The structure of man’s mind is simplified by dividing the mind into three main categories: the analytical 
mind, reactive mind, and somatic mind. 26 The analytical mind works like a "perfect computer, it never 
makes a mistake." 27 It is also the "I" of a person. 28 The reactive mind works on a "totally 
stimulus/response basis." 29 The reactive mind holds mental picture images of past experiences called 
"engrams," which are apparently the "single source of aberrations and psychosomatic ills." 30 Some liken 
the reactive mind to the subconscious mind. The analytical and reactive minds direct the somatic mind 
and "place solutions into effect on the physical level." 31 This mind keeps the body regulated and 
functioning.

The problem of humanity is that the reactive mind frequently interrupts the analytical mind. The 
analytical mind, which essentially "is the person," 32 could flawlessly run a person’s life (being a perfect 
computer) except for the interference from the reactive mind. 33

It appears that this villain of the analytical mind causes it to shut off. Scientology calls this a moment of 
unconsciousness, though often the body is awake and animated. Hubbard explains, "When the individual 
is ‘unconscious’ in full or in part, the reactive mind is cut in, in full or in part. When he is fully conscious, 
his analytical mind is fully in command of the organism." 34During these unconscious moments, the 
reactive mind takes in a detailed recording from the sensory organs. This recording is not a "memory," but 
an image, like a motion picture, called an "engram." 35 Everything said, seen, touched, or sensed is 
recorded by the reactive mind as the "engram." The reactive mind stores this engram, which works to 
stimulate the person to react to the stimulus.

The example is given: "Suppose as an example of an engram and its effects on the Spirit, Mr. A has a 
tonsillectomy under anaesthetic. During the operation, the surgeon, who wears glasses, comments angrily 
to a clumsy nurse, ‘You don’t know what you are doing.’ Mr. A recovers. A few months later, Mr. A, a 
bit tired during a hard day at the office, has an argument with his employer (who happens to also wear 
glasses), who says, ‘You don’t know what you are doing.’ Mr. A suddenly feels dizzy, stupid, and gets a 
pain in his throat. There is installed a disk of conditioned semantic response which affects the Thetan (a 
cyclical reincarnated entity "discovered" by L. Ron Hubbard)." 36 These engrams make man react 
insanely in society, in fact, they make man "mad, inefficient, and ill." 37

The solution to the reactive mind interrupting the analytical mind is to rid the reactive mind of all 
engrams. Once this is accomplished, the person is called "clear." The clear person has no reaction to the 
same situation because no engram stimulates it. The goal of Dianetics is to clear the individual of all 
engrams of his past. 38 At first, Dianetics only dealt with engrams in this lifetime. After more probing, 
Scientologists claim that they carry engrams from past lives (reincarnation) which also need to be cleared.

The "clear" person is on the evolutionary journey to the next stage of man, a godlike being called homo 
novis. Hubbard informs us that a clear individual
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… can be tested for all psychoses, neuroses, 
compulsions, and repressions (all aberrations) 
and can be examined for any autogenetic (self-
generated) diseases referred to as psychosomatic 
ills. These tests confirm the clear to be entirely 
without such ills or aberrations. Additional tests 
of his intelligence indicate it to be high above 
the current norm. 39

Hubbard continues the potential expectation for the clear. It improves eyesight, stops ear-ringing, 
increases the IQ, cures the common cold, speeds thinking computations 120 times faster than normal, and 
saves marriages. 40

The application of Hubbard’s hypothesis is to vanquish the engrams through "Dianetic therapy." This is 
accomplished by an "auditor" who "audits" the engram through a form of counselling. After Dianetics 
was published, Hubbard introduced an electronic galvanometer, the E-meter, to help in auditing. The "pre-
clear" (the person not yet clear) holds two tin cans connected by wires to the E-meter, while the auditor 
sits opposite him watching the needle on the E-meter. As the auditor gives "commands" to the pre-clear, 
the needle’s fluctuation determines if they have detected a possible engram. By tracking the engram 
through questioning the pre-clear, they can erase the engram. That may only be the beginning of problems 
for the pre-clear, though. They may detect other engrams in connection with the first, producing a chain 
of engrams. It may take years of auditing for a person to become finally clear.

Hubbard claims that his results are scientifically valid and are based upon clinical study. Critics, however, 
renounced it from the start. Publisher’s Weekly 41 reported that the American Psychological Association 
initiated the "first concerted action against" Dianetics at their September 1950 meeting. A resolution, 
adopted unanimously by the organisation's 8,000 members, said that Hubbard’s claims for Dianetics "are 
not supported by empirical evidence of the sort required for the establishment of scientific 
generalisations."

Dr. Morris Fishbeck, former editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association, went on record 
warning people about "mind-healing cults … like Dianetics." 42 Psychologist Eric Fromm aimed his 
comments at Hubbard’s techniques. "Dianetics," he said, "has no respect for and no understanding of the 
complexities of personality." Dr. Fromm revealed that Hubbard had saturated Dianetics in "oversimplified 
truths, half-truths, and plain absurdities." 43

One other problem that seemed to face Hubbard was that no "clears" could be found until February 1966, 
when John McMaster was called the world’s first clear. It troubled critics that Hubbard never claimed to 
be clear himself until some years after Dianetics was published. Still, a little known story of an earlier 
clear is found in several newspapers of 1950.
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On August 10, 1950, Hubbard rented the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. An estimated crowd of 4,000 
came to see the world’s first clear, Miss Sonya Bianca, a physics student from Boston. Fitting with the 
Dianetic theory, Hubbard announced that she had perfect recall and could remember every moment of her 
life. When members of the audience questioned her, she could not remember basic physics formulas nor 
the colour of Hubbard’s necktie, which she had seen moments before. People began leaving the 
auditorium as they threw more taunting questions at Bianca. Hubbard quickly explained that he had 
accidentally placed her in the "now" by calling her to "come out now." Therefore, Hubbard reasoned, she 
could only remember the present "now" and nothing past. No reporters seemed convinced of his 
explanation, and on that note the Bianca debacle ended.

Although most Scientologists still claim that the world’s first clear came in 1966, this is apparently not 
true according to Hubbard. In The Journal of Scientology (January 15, 1954), Hubbard wrote of how he 
had cleared fifty people. He added that auditors had cleared many times that number.

The Church of Scientology

The first non-profit organisation Hubbard set up was the Hubbard Dianetic Research Foundation. By 
November 1950, they had developed three courses in Dianetics. In 1954, the Church of Scientology was 
founded as a non-profit corporation. The meaning of Scientology, Hubbard says, is "knowing about 
knowing, or science of knowledge." 44 The Church of Scientology uses a cross similar to the historical 
cross of Christianity, with the exception that it has four short sunburst points protruding from the centre. 
The Technical Dictionary states that Hubbard borrowed the cross from Christianity. It says, "The model 
of the cross came from a very ancient Spanish mission in Arizona, a sand casting, which was dug up by 
Ron." 45 Ministers of Scientology often dress in black clergy garments and a white collar with a three-inch 
cross hanging from the neck. Since they also use the title "Reverend," they could easily be mistaken for 
Christian ministers, but their theology tells a different story.

Hubbard’s discovery of the "Thetan" contributed to the religious nature of Scientology. They liken the 
Thetan to man’s spirit. In Scientology, the Thetan is a timeless entity, which reincarnates in interplanetary 
life-forms. Once reaching earth as man, its goal is freedom from the cycle of birth and rebirth, which is 
where Scientology enters the scheme.

Most people who join the church do so after reading Dianetics. They follow this with advanced levels and 
the hope of obtaining "clear" in one lifetime. Additional courses are offered for survival through the eight 
dynamics of life: self, sex, group, mankind, other life forms, mest, spirits, and a Supreme Being. The 
cleared Thetan must learn to gain control over his environment and become an "Operating Thetan" (ot). 
Matter, energy, space, and time (mest) are the physical universe. Everything but the Thetan is mest. A 
Thetan can potentially control mest by operating independently of his body. 46 Since the ot no longer 
needs his body, he can leave it at will through the act of "exteriorisation," similar to astral projection. 47 

ots climb eight levels, but the highest course, "Truth Revealed," is only obtainable by a few members.

On the practical level, they often remind Scientologists that "Scientology works." However, 
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Scientologists, whose goal is to make the world a better place, were caught deep in criminal activity that 
seems contrary to their religion and philosophy. More than 5,000 Scientologists were involved in one of 
the most clandestine covert spying operations ever aimed at the United States government. Evidently, 
none of those involved felt any religious or moral obligation to expose the crimes. Quite accidentally, two 
Scientologists working undercover, using a phoney IRS badge to gain entrance to the Assistant U. S. 
Attorney’s office, made a grave mistake and the cover was blown. The three-year operation came to a 
screeching halt.

These illegal activities were publicised when eleven top Scientologists were indicted in 1977. They 
named Mary Sue Hubbard, wife of the founder and director of the operation, among those charged with 
crimes. Court evidence, numbering approximately 33,000 documents, connected Scientologists to 
infiltrating the government, burglarising, bugging, wiretapping, and stealing classified information. The 
operation targeted "the Federal Trade and Atomic Energy Commissions; the National Security Defence 
Intelligence Agencies; the Departments of Labour, Army, and Navy; the U.S. Customs Service; Interlope, 
and numerous U.S. police departments." 48 All eleven charged Scientologists originally pleaded innocent 
to the 28-count grand jury indictment. After much plea bargaining and examining mounting evidence 
against them, they pleaded guilty to one charge instead of a trial and a heavier sentence. Nine 
Scientologists (two of the eleven were in England) were sentenced on October 26, 1979. L. Ron Hubbard 
and twenty-four other Scientologists were named co-conspirators, although unindicted. 49 Mary Sue 
Hubbard and four top Scientologists were given five-year prison terms and fined $10,000 each.

The Church of Scientology argues that it has long been oppressed by the American government. If this 
were true, then criminal activity is not the correct solution. The religious benefits of Scientology waned at 
this junction, because a "clear" person, especially an ot, should not be committing crimes. In these cases, 
Scientology did not work. This is a dark shadow for Operating Thetans, who are supposedly "cleared of 
all wrong answers or useless answers that keep them from living or thinking." 50

The world headquarters for the Church of Scientology is in Clearwater, Florida. For several years, L. Ron 
Hubbard conducted business out of governmental reach aboard a floating headquarters, the Apollo, in 
international waters. Today’s leadership may be imitating its founder with a new floating office, the 
Freewinds. Wealthy Scientologists pay up to $15,000 for a week-long Caribbean cruise aboard the 
Freewinds, while it duplicates as a high-level decision-making office for top Scientologists. 51 Another 
recent development has been the multimillion-dollar construction of a nuclear-proof vault tunnelled into 
Walker Mountain, near Eureka, California, to store L. Ron Hubbard’s writings.

The arm of Scientology reaches into several areas of life. People often point to the success stories of 
Scientology’s anti-drug program. It apparently has a successful drug-rehabilitation program, Narcanon. It 
has a criminal rehabilitation program, Criminon. And it has a "non-religious" moral education program, 
The Way to Happiness. (Contrary to their claim, we see the "religion" of L. Ron Hubbard sprinkled 
throughout the text). Scientology’s Celebrity Centre caters to renowned figures, often using their 
endorsements for programs. Those lending their notoriety to Scientology programs include actresses 
Karen Black, Priscilla Presley, and Kirstie Allie; singers Lou Rawls and Isaac Hayes; actors John Travolta 
and Tom Cruise; and jazz musicians Chick Corea and Stanley Clarke. These programs often become 
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stepping stones to lead the unaware person into the biblically false teachings of the church, although 
Scientologists will point out many who have been helped without joining. The testimony of rehabilitation 
is not to be confused with biblical salvation. We can rejoice when anybody leaves an addictive past, but 
they are destitute of salvation without Jesus Christ. Many non-Christian groups have used rehabilitative 
skills, but that says nothing about their doctrines. Scientology’s false theology will lead people into an 
eternal hell without Christ. Recovered alcoholics and drug addicts still need to find a genuine and 
personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone regenerates man through the working of the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 4:12; Hebrews 1:2 and Titus 3:5).

Scientology Scripture

The source of authority in any religion quickly tells the reader his or her worldview. Much of 
Scientology’s literature never mentions God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, salvation, or other 
theological terms associated with Christianity. All of L. Ron Hubbard’s Scientology writings since 
Dianetics are considered "scripture" by the church. If his writings are scripture, then we must compare 
them with the genuine Scripture of God, the Bible. Jesus reminds us that we do not gather grapes of 
thorns nor figs of thistle plants (Matthew 7:16). The fruit of Scientology can be measured by its scripture, 
the writings of L. Ron Hubbard. We will also draw from their 1954 Articles of Incorporation, which have 
a systematic outline of their tenets not found in other writings.

They described their "Holy Book" in their Articles of Incorporation (2.i.14) as "a collection of the works 
of and about the Great Teachers, including the work, St. Luke." Yet, strangely, references to Luke’s 
gospel in Scientology writings are virtually non-existent. Hubbard revealed his sources for his church in 
his Phoenix Lectures (1954). He said, "The [Hindu] Veda … is best read in a literal translation from the 
Sanskrit. … A great deal of our material in Scientology is discovered right back there. Tao means 
knowingness," he said. "In other words, it’s an ancestor to Scientology, the study of ‘knowing how to 
know.’ " Further, he said, "The Veda, the Tao, the Dharma, all mean knowingness. … We first find this 
Buddha called actually Bodhi. … This probably would be a Dianetic Release. … Another level has been 
mentioned to me—Arhat, with which I am not particularly familiar, said to be more comparable to our 
idea of Theta Clear." And, "Dhyana … could be literally translated as ‘Indian for Scientology,’ if you 
wished to do that." 52 From this we see the eclectic nature of Hubbard’s theological authorities. He 
seemed to favour Buddhistic prophetic interpretation and believed it applied to his life. "The truth of the 
matter is," he wrote, "that you are studying an extension of the work of Gautama Siddhartha, begun about 
2,500 years ago. … Buddha predicted that in 2,500 years the entire job would be finished in the West. … 
Well, we finished it!" 53

Scientology claims its church "does not conflict with other religions or religious practices as it clarifies 
them and brings understanding of the spiritual nature of man." 54 But Hubbard questioned the origin of the 
Bible, saying, "It is no wonder we look into the Christian Bible and find ourselves reading the Egyptian 
Book of the Dead." And, "The parables that are discovered today in the New Testament were earlier 
discovered, the same parables, elsewhere in many places. One of these was the Egyptian Book of the 
Dead, which predates the New Testament considerably." 55 Typical of Hubbard’s writings, no evidence or 
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source is provided in support of his claim.

There are important contradictions between the Bible and the sources of Scientology. Jesus, as the unique 
Son of God, gave no credence to other scriptures or distorted views of God. One example of Jesus 
distinguishing between truth and error is the account of the Samaritan woman (John 4). The Samaritans 
are closely related to Judaism, yet he told the Samaritan woman, in John 4:22, that Samaritans do not 
know whom they worship. If Jesus differentiated between the Samaritan god and the Jewish God, then we 
should also distinguish between Mr. Hubbard’s synthesising of religions and Christianity. Jesus also 
challenged world teachers in John 10:8, "All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers." Since the 
Vedas, Confucius, Lao-tzu (Taoism), the Buddha, and the Egyptian Book of the Dead all came before 
Christ, He openly renounces them as "thieves and robbers." Rather than attempting homogenisation, as 
Hubbard did, Jesus isolated His teachings from all others. Jesus singled himself out as man’s only hope 
(Matthew 7:22–23; John 8:24 and 14:6).

Truth for the individual in Scientology is often subjective and existential. To quote Hubbard, "Know 
thyself … and the truth shall set you free." In contrast, Jesus said, "If ye continue in my word, then are ye 
my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31–32). Jesus 
gave an objective standard for truth: himself (John 14:6) and the Word of God (John 17:17). Never is man 
called "truth" in the Bible, nor is man’s inner self. God is called truth (Deuteronomy 32:4 and Isaiah 
65:16), as are Jesus (John 14:6), the Holy Spirit (1 John 5:6), the Word of God (John 17:17), and the 
gospel (Galatians 2:5, 14). Never is man or knowledge of "thyself" called truth.

The subjective nature of truth in Scientology allows variation on some items. Hubbard wrote, "What is 
true for you is what you have observed yourself." 56 What one person perceives as truth may not be what 
another person perceives. So, what by normative standards would be called a contradiction outside of 
Scientology can be synthesised within the organisation. An example found in Hubbard’s book Axioms and 
Logics, Axiom 31, states, "Goodness and badness, beautifulness and ugliness are alike considerations and 
have no other basis than opinion." 57 We would biblically challenge the first proposition on the basis that 
goodness and badness are moral terms, not merely synthesised opinions. By biblical standards, the 
absolutes of God’s moral law provide a basis for determining the value of human conduct. In our 
following study, Hubbard can apparently state two contradictory and opposing propositions without 
determining which is true. Hubbard at times can speak of one God (monotheism) and at other times of 
many gods (polytheism), without denial of either and while affirming truth in both statements. Hubbard 
also taught that "Truth is relative to environments, experience, and truth." 58 If some truths are relative, in 
Hubbard’s thinking, then he can apparently justify holding two opposing propositions without 
contradiction. Therefore, there can be one God and many gods simultaneously.

Scientology’s Theology

Scientology speaks of a Supreme Being, God, and gods, without telling its members in which, if any, to 
believe. In The Scientology Catechism, it says, "What is the Scientology concept of God? We have no 
dogma in Scientology and each person’s concept is different. … Each person attains his own certainty as 
to who God is and exactly what God means to him. The author of the universe exists. How this is 
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symbolised is dictated by your early training and conscience." 59 Pages 197–220 contain the entire printed 
version of The Scientology Catechism. 60 They further teach, "although the existence of the Supreme 
Being is affirmed in Scientology, His precise nature is not delineated, since the Church holds that each 
person must seek and know the Divine Nature in and for himself." 61 They address God in the 
monotheistic sense in many places, yet Hubbard also speaks of the activity of gods elsewhere. Their 
Articles of Incorporation (2.h) states, "Believing that Man’s best evidence of God is the God he finds 
within himself … the Church of Scientology is formed to espouse such evidence of the Supreme Being 
and Spirit as may be knowable to Men."

Hubbard, then, finds no contradiction in promulgating polytheism. In his Phoenix Lectures, he 
indiscriminately allowed for monotheism or polytheism: "Let us take up what amounts to probably ten 
thousand years of study on the part of Man, on the identity of God or gods. " 62 He also exposes false gods 
commingled with true gods. "There are gods above all other gods," he wrote. "There is not argument here 
against the existence of a Supreme Being or any devaluation intended. It is that amongst the gods, there 
are many false gods elected to power and position. … There are gods above other gods, and gods beyond 
the gods of the universes." 63Furthermore, he wrote a hymn stating, "There can be love for Gods." And, 
"Behave[,] Obey[,] Be Courteous[,] To gods[,] Lord Buddha[,] And myself[,] And to your leaders " 64

Their book on world religion leaves little doubt that the Hindu Brahman is closely paralleled with 
Scientology’s understanding of the Supreme Being. God is spoken of in terms of Hinduism. Though 
Hubbard provides no strict definition of the Supreme Being, his descriptive characteristics are enough for 
the Christian reader to see its unbiblical nature. Hubbard rejects the Christian doctrine of the Trinity. His 
Phoenix Lectures state, "The Christian god is actually much better characterised in the Vedic Hymns 
[Hinduism] than in any subsequent publication, including the Old Testament." 65 Again, he said, "The god 
the Christians worshipped is certainly not the Hebrew god. He looks much more like the one talked about 
in the Veda." 66 What he mistakenly assumed is that the Hindu "triad" is the basis for the Christian 
"Trinity." This is not historical or biblical. The Trinity is based solely upon the revelation of God’s Word, 
as noted in chapter 5, page 82. Hubbard also wrote, "For a long while, some people have been cross with 
me for my lack of co-operation in believing in a Christian Heaven, God, and Christ. I have never said I 
didn’t disbelieve in a Big Thetan but there was certainly something very corny about Heaven et al."67

Scientologists are taught by Hubbard that man is part God and can attain a "godlike" nature. He wrote, "A 
pre-clear is a precise thing, part animal, part pictures, and part God." 68 In Hubbard’s evolutionary 
development of Homo sapiens, he teaches that man will evolve into "homo novis, " described as "very 
high and godlike." 69

Scripture denies the possibility of other gods besides the true God. There is but one God (Deuteronomy 
4:39; 6:4; Isaiah 43:10; 44:8; Mark 12:32; Ephesians 4:6; 1 Timothy 2:5 and James 2:19).

The Bible always presents a sharp distinction between God and man. Scripture reminds us in Numbers 
23:19, "God is not a man, that he should lie." Hosea 11:9 says, "I am God, and not man, the Holy One in 
the midst of thee." A study of God’s omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience truncates the words of 
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Hubbard (1 Samuel 2:3; 1 Kings 8:27; Job 42:2; Jeremiah 23:24; 32:17 and Romans 11:33).

Scientology’s Jesus

When L. Ron Hubbard mentions Jesus Christ, it is rarely in reverence and mostly with disparagement. A 
few lines previously, we saw that Mr. Hubbard refused to believe in the Christian Christ. Implants are 
false concepts forced upon a Thetan, and Scientology chalks up "Christ" as an implant more than a 
million years ago. He wrote, "You will find … the Christ legend as an implant in pre-clears a million 
years ago." 70

Mr. Hubbard casts doubt upon the uniqueness of Jesus as the Messiah. His Phoenix Lectures state, "Now 
the Hebrew definition of Messiah is one Who Brings Wisdom—a Teacher. Messiah is from ‘messenger’. 
… Now here we have a great teacher in Moses. We have other Messiahs, and we then arrive with Christ, 
and the words of Christ were a lesson in compassion and they set a very fine example to the Western 
world." 71 It does not take a great deal of biblical knowledge to refute Hubbard here, for many young 
students in Christian churches are aware that the Hebrew definition for Messiah is "anointed." It does not 
come from "messenger," but from "to rub" or "anoint." Hubbard proves his ignorance of Hebrew and 
Christian terminology, which may suggest his disdain toward what he never understood.

The Church of Scientology teaches that Jesus Christ may have believed in reincarnation: "There is much 
speculation on the part of religious historians as to the early education of Jesus of Nazareth. It is believed 
by many authorities that Jesus was a member of the cult of the Essenes, who believed in reincarnation. " 

72 Hubbard attributes Hindu teachings to Jesus. "Christ," he wrote, "was a bringer of information. He 
never announced his sources. He spoke of them as coming from God. But they might just as well have 
come from the god talked about in the Hymn to the Dawn Child … the Veda." 73 Hubbard looks down 
upon Jesus from his ot viii position, claiming, "Neither Lord Buddha nor Jesus Christ were ot, according 
to the evidence. They were just a shade above clear." 74

Let us remember that the apostle Peter dealt with Hubbardian theories long ago. Peter, denying any 
mythology or legend to Christ, said, "We have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made 
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty" (2 
Peter 1:16). Jesus also denied anyone could be the Messiah other than himself (Matthew 24:3–5, 11). He 
unashamedly said, "No man cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). Luke settles the idea of 
multiple ways of salvation in Acts 4:12, "For there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved."

Jesus was not a man looking for salvation with the rest of humanity. He was sinless (John 8:46 and 1 
Peter 2:22) and had no need to be "a shade above clear." He fully announced His sources (Luke 24:44), 
which have nothing to do with the Essenes nor the Vedas. In the Bible He is seen as an eternal, active 
person (Micah 5:2) who is one with the Father (John 10:30) and the second person of the Trinity 
(Matthew 28:19).
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Scientology’s View of Man

Beginning with Dianetics, Hubbard taught, "Man is basically good." Scientology carries this theme 
throughout Hubbardian writings. In contrast, biblical Christianity observes that man’s nature is basically 
evil: "There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10). Hubbard also borrows the Oriental philosophy 
that "I am not this body." In contrast, again, the Bible observes both parts of man’s nature, the body and 
the spirit. We have one nature, human, with two parts, physical and spiritual. Biblically, then, man is both 
physical and spiritual (Ecclesiastes 12:7 and Genesis 2:7). The separation of the two is death, for the body 
without the spirit is dead (James 2:26).

The Thetan (spirit) has some amazing characteristics, according to Hubbard. It is more than eighty trillion 
years old and dwells somewhere within the skull of an individual. 75 When the individual organism dies, 
the Thetan reports to an implant station (one is on Mars) before being shot down to earth. This is the 
"between lives area. Here he ‘reports in,’ is given a strong forgetter implant, and is then shot down to a 
body just before it is born." 76 Thetans have been known to fight other Thetans over inhabiting a body. 
They communicate by telepathy, move objects by kinetics, and travel at high rates of speed. Thetans can 
be packed in ice and frozen, or they may be dumped into the ocean from a flying saucer. This, Hubbard 
assures us, "is quite authentic." 77

Hubbard also taught a Darwinian form of evolution for man. Hubbard has laid out various life-forms in 
his book Scientology: A History of Man. Hubbard often roots the problem for today’s Scientologist in 
engrams collected from past lives. Many common activities also result from past lives. The first stage of 
life is the Photon Converter, which converted light into energy as its main function. The Photon Converter 
had nothing to do at night, therefore our need for sleep.

Following later came the jelly fish, but the jelly fish got tired of being pressed against stones. It 
compensated by forming a shell and becoming the clam. The clam had two hinges that would fight over 
which one would be opened or closed. This caused engrams. Later, in man’s evolution, these hinges 
became man’s jaws. Small barnacle-like spores attached to the outer edge of the clam shell later became 
the pattern for man’s teeth.

Another shellfish was the Weeper, sometimes called the Boo Hoo. Its main function was to adapt to the 
seashore. It had two small tubes for pumping salt water in and out of its shell. These two holes later 
became man’s eyes. The name Boo Hoo, or Weeper, was coined because some Scientologists would cry 
due to sand being in the pumping tubes while they recalled this stage.

Hubbard suggests that many of our problems may be traced to former lives. Smoking tobacco results from 
smokers dramatising volcanoes they saw in previous lives. Psoriasis is an engram received from when an 
animal ate you; the psoriasis resembles the digestive fluids of the animal that ate you. Vegetarians got 
tired of being eaten by animals in former lives. Fear of falling can be traced to being a sloth and falling 
out of trees.
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Hubbard taught that the Pilthdown Man was part of the evolutionary chain for man. He called it man’s 
first real manhood. (Hubbard wrote of Pilthdown Man in 1951, not knowing that two years later, in 1953, 
scientists would declare it a hoax). Eventually he arrives at Homo sapiens. The next step of the 
evolutionary chain is homo novis. Its status is godlike.

The biblical view of man’s origin does not include evolution, where great difficulties arise due to the lack 
of transitional fossils, spontaneous generation, and cross-breeding species. Each life-form has its origin in 
God’s creative works outlined in Genesis, chapter one. Specifically, man and woman were created to 
reflect God’s image and likeness (Genesis 1:26–27), which separates man from beasts. Due to man’s fall 
from his righteous state, in Genesis, chapter three, all humanity has inherited a sinful nature like Adam’s 
(Romans 5:12). This has resulted in the evil of the world around us.

Hubbard disagreed with the Bible at this point. "It is despicable and utterly beneath contempt to tell a man 
he must repent, that he is evil." 78 Yet Jesus did just that. He told men to repent and said that they were 
evil (Matthew 4:17; 7:11).

Scientology’s Salvation

Scientologists prefer to use the term "rebirth" instead of "reincarnation," although reincarnation is found 
in their writings. Hubbard emphasised that salvation is to be free from the endless cycle of birth and 
rebirth. The way to salvation is to erase engrams through auditing. The proof to many Scientologists that 
they release engrams through auditing is the accompanying sign. "When one releases an engram," 
Hubbard wrote, "the erasure is accompanied by yawns, tears, sweat, odour, panting, urine, vomiting, and 
excreta." 79

Scientology’s view of reincarnation includes extraterrestrial life, evolution on other planets, evolution on 
earth, implant stations, forgetter implants, and engrams that keep people trapped in reincarnation. The ot 
iii, section three, material was entered into court cases, from which we find Hubbard’s journey of the 
Thetan. He claims this discovery was in December 1967:

The head of the Galactic Confederation (76 
planets … 95,000,000 years ago) solved 
overpopulation (250 billion or so per planet) by 
mass implanting. He caused people to be brought 
to Teegeeack (Earth) and put an H-bomb on the 
principal volcanoes … and then the Pacific area 
ones were taken in boxes to Hawaii and the 
Atlantic ones to Las Palmas and there 
"packaged." His name was Xenu.

[The result of Hubbard’s investigation into this 
formerly undiscovered data was that] one’s body 
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is a mass of individual Thetans stuck to oneself 
or to the body. … Thetans believed they were 
one. This is the primary error … by [a] BODY 
THETAN is meant a Thetan who is stuck to 
another Thetan or body but is not in control. … 
A CLUSTER is a group of body Thetans crushed 
or held together by some mutual bad experience.

Scientologists thought they only needed to clear their Thetan, but now Hubbard tells them they have body 
Thetans and clusters to be rid of. This keeps them bound to the church for longer periods trying to achieve 
salvation.

Hubbard tells them that some of these body Thetans have been asleep on their Thetan for seventy-five 
million years. Ridding it makes the body Thetan as sort of a cleared being. Hubbard also believes he went 
back four quadrillion years ago (give or take a few years).

These incarnations and reincarnations are the supposed dilemma of the Scientologist. Reincarnation is 
answered in Hebrews 9:27: "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgement." Biblically, 
we live and die once. We have no pre-existence in other bodies and we did not come from outer space. 
Jesus denied pre-existent souls for people. "Ye are from beneath; I am from above: you are of this world; 
I am not of this world" (John 8:23). We find that reincarnation does not fit into God’s plan of salvation. 
Jesus’ death upon the cross would be unnecessary if reincarnation were true. Nevertheless, we find that 
Jesus was foreordained as the "Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (Revelation 13:8). Jesus’ 
sermons on heaven and hell would be a lie if reincarnation were true. But we find that Jesus always spoke 
the truth (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the tomb refutes reincarnation, since He 
resurrected to the same body (John 20:27). "He showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God" (Acts 
1:3; see also 1 Corinthians 15:1–8). The resurrection of Jesus is proof that His grace will save us who 
place our trust in Him for our salvation. Every Christian has what every Scientologist is looking for—that 
is, salvation.

Conclusion

Scientology is undoubtedly a religion, and deserving of the same freedom of belief and expression as any 
other religion in the United States, including biblical Christianity. It is also open to the same kind of 
critical evaluation by the Bible that responsible Christians put their own teachings to on a regular basis 
(Acts 17:11). When the teachings of Scientology are compared to biblical truth, Scientology is 
illuminated as the empty façade of biblical imitation it truly is.

This chapter was written by Kurt Van Gorden and edited by Gretcher 
Passantino
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