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BAA TRAFFIC PREDICTIONS 
PASSENGER traffic through the airports in the London 
area (Heathrow, Gatwick, Stansted, Luton and Southend) 
is likely to grow over the next 15 years from 22 million 
in 1970 to between 80 and 130 million by 1985. Similarly 
the number of air transport flights is predicted to grow 
from 350,000 to between 600,000 and 800,000, while cargo 
tonnage should rise from about 400,000 tons to between 
2J2 million and 6 million tons. These figures are contained 
in the first of an annual series of traffic forecasts published 
by the British Airports Authority. They show higher growth 
rates than those recently predicted by the Roskill Com 
mission, mainly because the Authority anticipates greater 
increases in all-cargo aircraft movements. 
One of the most significant features of the forecasts is 
the rapid growth expected in charter traffic. Numbers of 
passengers on charter flights to and from Europe are 
expected to grow from 4*2 million in 1970 to about 
25 million by the early 1980s. Corresponding North 
American traffic is expected to increase from about 750,000 
people in 1970 to about 6 million by the early 1980s. Cargo 
tonnages passing through the airports are expected to 
increase at least fourfold between 1970 and 1980, and an 
increasing proportion is expected to go on all-cargo flights. 
The number of such flights should increase from 27,000 
in 1970 to between 60,000 and 85,000 in 1980, according 
to the forecast. 
AER LINGUS ON ITS OWN 
A SECOND 747 will be delivered to Aer Lingus-Irish 
within the next two weeks to join the first which arrived 
in Dublin on March 6. Speaking on that occasion, the 
country's Minister of Transport and Power, Mr Brian 
Lenihan, said that should Aer Lingus fall into financial 
straits, the Irish Government would be unable to bail it 
out. He said: "The size and scope of the airline's activities 
are now such that a serious commercial setback, if ever 
such should be encountered, would have financial implica 
tions of an order which would far exceed the capacity of 
the Exchequer to meet." Recently the airline's general 
manager, Mr Michael Dargan, warned of the dangers a 
major wage demand by staff would bring. Irish tourism is 
not particularly healthy but this summer the airline will 
have a 22 per cent increase in capacity on its hands. There 
are renewed reports that Aer Lingus is considering offering 
shares to the public. To date the Irish Government has 
contributed £28 million of the airline's total capital of 
£68 million. 
THY sells Viscounts Three Viscount 794s operated by 
Turk Hava Yollari are being sold to the Turkish Air Force. 
MSA has appointed Mr Thomas F. Kingston as manager 
for Great Britain. The airline begins a three-times weekly 
service between London and Singapore in June. Boeing 
707-320s will be used on the service which will be pooled 
with BOAC, Qantas and Air India. 
SAS will inaugurate a Copenhagen-Tokyo service via 
Moscow on April 3 in conjunction with Aeroflot. Each 
carrier will operate one weekly round trip—SAS with 
DC-8-62s while Aeroflot will use Il-62s. Flying over Siberia 
cuts about 2,000 miles off the polar route and reduces 
travelling time by 412hr to 13hr. 
Caravelle 12 Delivery A fortnight ahead of schedule, 
the first of four Caravelle 12s was handed over to Sterling 
Airways at Toulouse on March 12. The second aircraft is 
being delivered at the end of this month, and the others 
during May. Sterling has a further three aircraft on order 
and options on another four, for delivery in the spring of 
1972 and 1973 respectively. 
Irish Charter A new charter airline, United Irish Air 
ways has been formed in Dublin to begin operations next 
spring between Ireland, Britain and the United States. 
Three of the directors of the new airline, which intends 
initially to lease three Boeing 707s, were formerly Aer 
Lingus executives. United Irish hopes to run 104 charter 
flights during 1972. 
Pictured at Dublin, the first of two Aer Lingus 747s will be engaged on 
crew training at Shannon until scheduled North Atlantic services begin 
on April 5. An early Aer Lingus DH Dragon is seen in the foreground. 
See story above 
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