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chairman Michael Eisner wasn’t work-
ing out. Tuesday, Ted Harbert, chair-
man of Disney-owned ABC Entertain-
ment and a 20-year veteran of the
network, resigned — six months after
he was forced to share programming
work with a new division president.
Harbert’s resignation is effective
Feb. 15, leaving the entertainment divi-
sion in the hands of president Jamie
Tarses, 32, a former senior program-

ABC Entertainment to Jamie Tarses.

By Craig Sjodin, ABC

Too many cooks? Ted Harbert is leaving

mer at NBC who joined ABC last June.

When Tarses arrived, Harbert, 40,
considered resigning. Instead, he took
the chairman title and began oversee-
ing non-prime-time areas such as late-
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rior, Eisner, and a subordinate, Tarses.

At a staff meeting Tuesday, ABC
president Robert Iger called Harbert a
gentleman for staying on the six months
to ensure a smooth transition.

Harbert joined ABC in 1977 as a fea-
ture film coordinator, working his way
up to the presidency of the entertain-
ment division in 1993. He oversaw
ABC’s ratings dominance with shows
such as NYPD Blue and Home Im-
provement. But more recently, his for-

Network ratings

and the upcoming sitcom with Arsenio
Hall are evidence of that approach.

“The thing Ted will be remembered
for at ABC was his keen attention to the
family hour,” ad buyer Paul Schulman
says. He called the resignation “a terrif-
ic loss of manpower for ABC.”

Tuesday, Harbert said his work at
ABC was “the fulfillment of my life-long
dream.” But “it is time for me to seek
out new challenges and opportunities in
the second half of my career.”

“
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17-21. ... Have courage to work.”
It took more than courage —

The Disney Channel
Monkees: Micky Dolenz, left, Peter
Tork, Mike Nesmith and Davy Jones

rOCK pand. Ur did they?
Whether The Monkees were for
real is the weighty trivia question oc-
cupying much of this jaunty remem-
brance, every bit as scattershot and
jumbled — and somehow goofily en-
joyable — as the giddy NBC series

control and recording-industry re-
sentment over the pre-packaged
quartet’s rapid ascent up the music
charts (always higher than the TV
ratings), there’s something cheerful,
even wistful about reliving this swift,
short-lived, unlikely success story.
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O’Donnell finds much to love about fame

By Stephen Schaefer
USA TODAY

LOS ANGELES — Even

hadn’t gone into this ebullient Bullock highlighted months of
movie business, 1 location filming in Italy.
have o @ el 3 g~ S




