
THE EXTERMINATION OF THE SERBS 
IN METOHIA, 1941–1944 

 
 

JOVAN PEJIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abstract. – The liberation of Kosovo and Metohia in November 1944, found the few re-
maining Serbs that had survived the genocide around the smoldering remains of their settlements 
and homes, their destroyed churches and monasteries, and their demolished cemeteries, injured 
and humiliated by the Shiptars (how ethnic Albanians call themselves), who sought, during the 
time of the Italian-Albanian-German occupation, to organize their complete extermination. The 
Shiptars did not taste any punishment for their crimes, except for several hundred of the most 
prominent perpetrators. Instead of being punished, they were massively mobilized into the Yugo-
slav People’s Army, gaining the status of „fighters against Fascism,“ after which they incorporated 
themselves into the system of the new revolutionary regime. 

The Serbs expelled from Kosovo and Metohia didn’t have their property restored nor were 
they allowed to return to their homes, in accordance with the decisions of the Communist Party of 
Yugoslavia. Instead, they were resettled in other regions, and their trail was eventually lost. 

Those that succeeded in breaking the administrative barriers and returning to their pre-war 
settlements weren’t allowed to reclaim their possessions by the Shiptars who had, in the meantime, 
usurped their property. As a way of preventing the owners from reclaiming their property, 
revolutionary tribunals were organized and, instead of getting their property back, the true owners 
received death sentences, which were executed on the spot. 

Serb victims were neither counted nor compensated, while the criminals remained unpun-
ished, despite the fact that the new revolutionary authorities had an obligation to punish them, in 
accordance with the obligations taken by the Government of the Federal Peoples Republic of 
Yugoslavia when it signed an international agreement on the punishment of war criminals. 

The war crimes that took place in Metohia come under the jurisdiction of the Statute of the 
International Military Tribunal and other documents. However, the new communist authorities did 
not punish the Shiptar perpetrators of genocide against the Serbs. Instead, they were pardoned by 
Josip Broz Tito at the Founding Congress of the Communist Party of Serbia, held on May 8-12, 
1945. Serb property was divided as loot while the Serb people were resettled in the most brutal 
way. The Commission for Determining War Crimes of the Occupiers and their Helpers for Kos-
ovo and Metohia collected data and passed it to the jurisdiction of the courts, which, under ideo-
logical and political pressure, did not submit it to a judicial process, in order to avoid disrupting 
„the good-neighborly relations“ of the Serbs and the Shiptars. 

Key words: Metohia, 1941–44, occupation of Serbia, ethnic cleansing of Serbs, war 
crimes, Shiptars (ethnic Albanians). 

189



Jovan Pejin 

 

190 

The liberation of Kosovo and Metohia in November 1944 was welcomed 
with relief by its few remaining Serbs, as they stood in front of their burned homes 
and settlements, the graves of relatives killed during the occupation and dwellings 
now occupied by Shiptars, or even entirely razed settlements in which they once 
lived but which now showed no trace of anything ever built by human hand. This 
tragic situation was a direct consequence of the Shiptar campaign of genocide – in-
volving killings, physical attacks, and a deliberate imposition of living conditions 
designed to lead to a partial or total extermination of the Serb population.1 However, 
only several hundred Shiptars were arrested, a small number of them receiving death 
sentences or prison terms for war crimes or participation in the work of the occupa-
tional authorities or in armed formations, while hundreds or even thousands escaped 
any sort of punishment for their crimes. Furthermore, not only were they not pun-
ished for their misdeeds but they were mobilized into the Yugoslav Army (JA), 
earning the status of National Liberation fighters in battles in the northwestern parts 
of the country in winter and spring of 1945. 

Enlistment in the JA afforded the opportunity of protecting and legalizing the 
wartime plunder of Serb properties. Shiptar Partisans executed Božidar-Boža Kostić 
from the village of Vidanje, near Peć, whose only sin was that he had fled the village 
for Peć in April 1941, when the Shiptar plundering of Metohia began. He stayed in 
Peć for two months while his wife and children remained on the farm. During that 
time, six Shiptars from Albania, led by one Nuo Jako Djidodić, came to his farm, 
threw out his wife and children and took possession of the entire homestead. The latter 
found refuge with friends in Klina. Božo Kostić complained to the Italian authorities 
to no avail, and subsequently fled to central Serbia, where, on January 21, 1944, along 
with Nedeljko Vulić, Mladen Karalić and Milan Dimitrijević, he gave a statement 
about the conditions in Metohia and the crimes that were committed there.2 

After the liberation of Kosovo and Metohia, Božo tried to regain his property, 
but was executed by Shiptar Partisans in November 1944, as an alleged „Chetnik“ 
(Royal Yugoslav Army regular), on the orders of – Nuo Djidodić, the usurper of his 
property,3 who thus sealed his usurpation.  

————— 
1 Смиља Аврамов, Геноцид у Југославији у светлу међународног права, Београд 

1992, стр. 92. (Smilja Avramov, The Genocide in Yugoslavia in the Light of International Law, 
Belgrade, 1992, p. 92.) S. Avramov in further text.  

2 Владимир Дедијер, Антун Милетић, Протеривање Срба са огњишта 1941–45, 
Београд 1989, стр. 632-633. (Vladimir Dedijer, Antun Miletić, The Expulsion of Serbs from their 
Homes 1941–45, Belgrade, 1989, pp. 632-633.) V. Dedijer, A. Miletić in further text.  

3 Архив Косова и Метохије, Приштина, Фонд Окружно јавно тужилаштво Пећ, 
Комисија за утврђивање ратних злочина окупатора и њихових помагача, Бр. I 1646/46. 
(The Archive of Kosovo and Metohia, Priština, Fund of the Public Prosecutor’s Office, Peć, The 
Commission for Determining the War Crimes of the Occupiers and their Helpers, No. I 1646/46) 
Commission in further text.  
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At the same time, on March 6. 1945, the Ministry of Internal Affairs of De-
mocratic Federal Yugoslavia issued the so-called „Temporary Prohibition of Colonist 
Return to their Previous Places of Living,“ signed by Vlado Zečević, Commissioner 
for Internal Affairs, by which Serb refugees from Kosovo and Metohia and 
Macedonia were prohibited from returning to their pre-war dwellings. The basis of this 
decision lay in the Resolution of the Fifth State Conference of the Communist Party of 
Yugoslavia (KPJ), held in Zagreb in 1940, which, among other things called for a 
„struggle against the colonial methods of the Serbian bourgeoisie [in Kosovo, Metohia 
and Macedonia] and the expulsion of all colonial elements with whose help the 
Serbian bourgeoisie persecutes the Macedonian, Albanian and other peoples.“4 

(This resolution, brought under the direct influence of Josip Broz Tito, misre-
presented the true nature of the colonization system, which was set up by the King-
dom of Yugoslavia for the purposes of relieving its overpopulated mountain villa-
ges. Colonist settlements were established outside of Shiptar settlements, on land 
that was never owned by Shiptars, and which was used for pasture. Neither the 
Shiptar population nor its properties were affected, despite the fact that they had no 
documented proof of ownership for the land on which they lived.) 

As a result, it became impossible to rebuild the destroyed Serb houses, or to 
determine the precise number of expelled, murdered, tortured, beaten and robbed 
Serbs, and kidnapped women and girls. Even today, we can only guess exactly how 
many Serbs fled over Mt. Čakor or by way of Kosovska Mitrovica, seeking safety in 
occupied Montenegro or Central Serbia. In any case, the Serb population in Kosovo 
and Metohia was drastically reduced. 

The Serbs who did survive the occupation of Metohia in the vicinity of their 
pre-war homes, either in concentration camps or various nearby places, filed reports 
about their wartime damages and the terror they suffered to the Public Prosecutor's 
Office in Peć during 1945–46, seeking to have their usurped property restored by le-
gal means. However, the Shiptar squatters refused to leave the arable land and hou-
ses they had forcibly occupied, even accusing the Serbs who had purchased land 
between the wars of gaining it through „speculation.“5 Indeed, the latter was the ba-
sis on which the Shiptars had 21,189 hectares of land „returned“ to them – allegedly 
as a way of correcting the „injustice“ inflicted upon them by the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia – and 5,189 agrarian reform court rulings brought in their favor. 

Because of all the foot-dragging and delays in allowing the return of the Serb 
owners to their properties, the usurpers gained the impression that this was a de facto 
recognition of their claim to the property they had usurped during the occupation.6 
These were the very same people who, as occupational gendarmes, policemen or 

————— 
4 Бранко Петрановић, Момчило Зечевић, Југославија 1918–1988, Београд 1988, стр. 

388 (Branko Petranović, Momčilo Zečević, Yugoslavia 1918–1988, Belgrade, 1988, p. 388.) 
5 Архив Југославије, 97–2–21 (The Archive of Yugoslavia, 97-2-21) 
6 S. Avramov, p. 62  
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plain thugs, persecuted the Serb population, torching its homes, destroying its far-
mland, vineyards, orchards and crops, and attacking the women and the children. 

Thus, thanks to a combination of delays and the „Temporary Prohibition“, 
based on an ideological stance of the KPJ from 1940, the Shiptars retained hold of 
the usurped Serb property. The victims were neither counted nor compensated, 
while the perpetrators escaped punishment for their campaign of genocide against 
the Serbs, despite measures to that effect taken by the Allies against members of 
Nazi and Fascist formations, and Yugoslavia's own obligations under international 
treaties providing for the punishment of war crimes. 

The war crimes committed in Metohia by the Shiptars were classified as such 
in accordance with the Moscow Declaration of November 1, 1941, and the London 
Agreement on the Prosecution of War Crimes, of August 8, 1945, to the latter of 
which Yugoslavia was a party. The Statute of the International Military Tribunal, 
containing a list of recognized war crimes, was added on to the London Agreement. 

Metohia was the site of war crimes classified under two separate groups of 
crimes in Article 6 of the Statute: 

– war crimes: i.e. the violation of the laws and customs of war. Such viola-
tions include, but are not limited to: murder, abuse or deportation of the civilian 
population of the occupied territory for the purposes of forced labor or other aims, 
the murder or abuse of war prisoners or dying persons, the killing of hostages, the 
looting of public or private property, the deliberate destruction of cities, towns or 
villages, or devastation through unjustified military action. 

– Crimes against humanity: i.e. murder, extermination, enslavement, deporta-
tion and other inhumane actions carried out against any civilians before or during the 
course of war, or persecution on a political or religious basis in the execution or in 
connection with any crime under the jurisdiction of the court, regardless of whether 
or not the laws of the country where the crimes were committed were violated.7 

The new revolutionary authorities accepted the resulting state of affairs in 
Kosovo and Metohia and sanctioned the results of the genocide against the Serbs 
committed by Shiptars behind the backs of the Italian, German and Bulgarian forces. 
At the Inaugural Congress of the Communist Party of Serbia (KPS), held from May 
8-12, 1945, Josip Broz Tito’s message to the Shiptars included the following: „We 
know that you joined the German army and fought against us, but this doesn’t mean 
that we now hold you accountable.“8 This was Tito’s way of absolving Shiptar war 
crimes in the name of the KPJ and the state, which was in violation of international 
agreements and obligations signed and accepted by Yugoslavia. 

This position of the Communist Party and the revolutionary authorities was 
but a continuation of the tragedy of the Serbs from Kosovo and Metohia. There was 

————— 
7 Ibid, pp. 62–63 
8 Мухамед Кешетовић, Контрареволуција на Косову, Београд 1984, стр. 25 (Muha-

med Kešetović, Counterrevolution in Kosovo, Belgrade, 1984, p. 25) 
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no difference between the Italian or German commander behind whose back the 
Serb population was persecuted and the Yugoslav dogmatic revolutionary who for-
bade his countrymen’s return to their demolished and usurped homes, or interfered 
with the efforts of the most persistent among them to reclaim their land.  

The case of the village of Donji Barani, which shared the fate of many other 
Serb settlements, is characteristic. The Serb population was expelled, their farms 
taken, their houses demolished and usurped along with the farmland. The Commis-
sion for Establishing War Crimes of the Occupying Forces and Their Helpers for 
Kosovo and Metohia received filings from 76 Serb householders about war damages 
and crimes of deportation committed by 64 Shiptars and their relatives and friends, 
who occupied their property during and after the war. And, although the list of both 
the victims and the usurpers was preserved,9 no measures were taken to redress the 
consequences of the crimes. Indeed, the charges were rejected because of insuffi-
cient evidence! 

The new, federalized Yugoslavia was a country of supposed national har-
mony and social justice for all – except for Serbs, who were compelled to prove 
their allegiance to such a policy by, among other things, consenting to leave certain 
territories. The communist regime’s ignoring of the plight of the Serbs of Kosovo 
and Metohia was deliberate. 

As a partial means of both compensating the expelled Serb population and 
silencing or at least lessening their discontent at their inability to return and reclaim 
their usurped property, the authorities settled them in the Banat, Bačka and Srem re-
gions of Serbia, dispersing them almost without a trace in the sea of Serb colonists 
from other areas of Yugoslavia, and subjecting them to a new round of resettlement 
and humiliation. 

As prompt as the authorities were in passing the Temporary Prohibition of 
Return, they were correspondingly slow in their work to establish the number of war 
crime victims. The Survey Commission for Establishing War Crimes Committed By 
Occupational Forces and their Helpers set up to deal with the mass slaughter of the 
Serb population in Peć in December 1943, wasn’t established until August 1945.10 
Following the liberation in November 1944, except for sporadic cases, the new 
Yugoslav authorities did not take any measures against occupational collaborators. 
Former gendarmes in the service of Greater Albania, Fascist policemen, local mu-
nicipality presidents or SS troops continued to move freely throughout Kosovo and 
Metohia. 

And, just as no steps were taken to punish the said crimes, no measures of de-
Nazification were carried out in any segment of Shiptar society. Instead, as a part of 
the new ideological-political policy of the new regime, Shiptars were simply invited 
to join Partisan units, which they did without much enthusiasm. 

————— 
 9 Commission, No. I 2266/46 
10 Ibid, No. I 2375/46 
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Shiptar conscripts were mobilized into the Yugoslav Army, being assigned to 
the Third Albanian Brigade. Numerous reports by victimized Serbs to the Commis-
sion for Establishing the Crimes of the Occupiers and their Helpers contain a varia-
tion of the following phrase: „…the accused is presently a member of the Third Al-
banian Brigade.“  

Serb property usurped in 1941 and later continued to be enjoyed by Shiptars 
after 1944, as though nothing had happened, which is apparent from many damage 
claims to the Commission, which list the personal data of both the victims and the 
perpetrators. Thus, it is possible to ascertain each reported perpetrator’s position in the 
occupational apparatus: volunteer fighter, municipal president, minister, SS-trooper, 
corporal, lieutenant, Balist (Albanian Fascist), armed band leader, etc…  

 The contents of the reports provide insight into the methods of the persecution 
of the Serbs and its consequences. We have proceeded to simplify the description of 
the committed crimes in order to make the case list of Serb victims easier to review. 
We did this for practical reasons, in order to avoid individual listings of everything that 
was looted, destroyed or usurped, as that lies outside the scope of this paper. 

The persecution and robbing of the Serb population was facilitated by the fact 
that Serbs could not be citizens of the Fascist-backed Greater Albania and, thus, be-
came stateless persons. They were issued special identification documents restricting 
their movements. All their stores and trade shops were confiscated without compen-
sation, and they didn’t have rights of ownership or of conducting any business ac-
tivity in urban settlements.11 

In practice, „banishment“ meant that a Serb proprietor was expelled in favor 
of a Shiptar. „Plunder of property“ meant theft of moveable property – from house-
hold items to tools. We didn’t make a distinction between agricultural and trade 
tools. By „plunder“ was meant the stealing of all agricultural and other products, and 
all objects of any value, of human and livestock food, and of cattle. „Destruction“ 
means: the burning of homes and auxiliary buildings such as stalls/sheds, etc., or 
their destruction and stripping of raw construction materials, the cutting of trees, 
woods, orchards and the destruction of vineyards. „Usurpation“ means: the unau-
thorized use of meadows, croplands, forests and houses gained through forced entry, 
followed by their free disposal or even sale. 

The above-described destruction of Serb settlements was conducted in a 
planned fashion, regardless of when the settlements were founded – in ancient times 
or after 1912. After the destruction of the village and the looting of the construction 
materials, the land would be cleared, cultivated and re-planted. Even the wells were 
filled, which can be seen from reports to the Commission, in order to remove any 
trace of previous habitation. All this was done with the direct or indirect participa-
tion of the Albanian occupational authorities. 

The words of Shiptar bands that carried out the wholesale destruction of vil-
lages are on record, a typical statement being that, after the war, „…when interna-
————— 

11 V. Dedijer, A. Miletić, p. 545. 
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tional commissions come to investigate the character of disputed areas in order to 
draw interstate borders, there will no longer be any trace of Serbs ever having lived 
there.“12 

The list of genocide victims did not include individual buildings or other edi-
fices, or facts about their size or value, our premise being that it made no difference 
to an individual whether they had a small or a large house, one or more auxiliary 
buildings, if everything was plundered, torched or destroyed. We did the same in the 
case of tree-cutting – the destruction of forests or preserves, again on the basic 
premise that it made no difference if a holder owned half a hectare or five hectares, 
if everything was looted or destroyed. The same standard was applied in the case of 
cattle stealing, where it makes no difference if one owned 50 or 5 animals if they are 
all taken. 

The reports give evidence to the fact that the usurpers continued to occupy the 
land or the houses of the victims and to enjoy their property and agricultural land in 
1945 and thereafter, and provide their names. Difficulties were often recorded in re-
claiming the properties as well, with usurpers having sold the house, cropland, 
meadows or forests, or having sold the construction material from the destroyed 
home either to the former owner or to a third party.13 

The records show the various methods of pressure applied against the Serbs 
to force them to leave Metohia. One of the most popular was to kill the head of the 
family from an ambush as he worked in the field, tended the cattle or simply walked 
down a road, fatal beatings, or running cattle through the field or vineyards of Serb 
farmers as a warning of worse things to come. The crime would usually be followed 
by the expulsion of the victim’s family and the usurpation of the property.  

In other instances, Serbs would pay Shiptars to watch their cattle. After the 
agreed time expired, the latter would either refuse to return the cattle or claim that it 
was stolen by „unknown perpetrators.“ 

In the greatest number of cases, the name of the criminal in the report corre-
sponds to the name of the leader of the gang that ambushed a Serb, drove a Serb 
family from its holding or destroyed and plundered Serb property. The crimes were 
carried out collectively, usually involving family gangs, or those consisting of 
neighbors and fellow tribesmen, but there were also cases of individual crimes, usu-
ally when the perpetrators were certain that the victim was alone, old or female. 

 The attacks against Serbs were carried out by smaller or larger Shiptar 
groups, accompanied by great noise and screaming in order to frighten the victim(s). 
The favorite mode of action for the gangs was the ambush, following which they 
usually mutilated their victims, regardless of whether these were wounded, impris-
oned or dead.  
————— 

12 Растислав В. Петровић, Завера против Срба, Београд 1990, стр. 140–141. 
(Rastislav V. Petrović, The Conspiracy Against the Serbs, Belgrade, 1990, pp. 140–141.) R.V. 
Petrović in further text.  

13 Commission, No. I 2375/46 
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Thus, on July 15, 1941, women and children in the village of Ljevoša in Me-
tohia were severely beaten. On the same day, other Shiptar gangs robbed and col-
lectively beat the villagers of Brestovik, Stig and Crni Vrh, again, mostly women 
and children. 

During the course of 1941, just in the district of Peć, 65% of Serb colonist 
houses were destroyed. The figure for the rest of the villages in Metohia was 95%.14 
As an example, in the interwar period, there were around 400 houses belonging to 
colonists from Montenegro in the Metohijski Podgor region, which were built on 
newly cleared land. In April 1941, these colonists were expelled from Metohia, and 
their houses torched and destroyed.15 

In order to get a better idea of the scale of the crimes, let us review the situa-
tion by district: 

Djakovica: the Bec municipality had 700 Serb households, Dečani 650, Junik 
650, Ponoševac 450, Djakovica 370, Vogovo 480, Ramać 540, with a total of 
aproximatly 14.000 inhabitants;  

Peć: the Novo Selo municipality had 1,200 households, Barane 850, Streoci 
700, Budisavci 650, Glavčica 750, Goraždevac 800, with a total of approximately 
18.500 inhabitants; 

Istok: the Istok municipality had 650 households, Vrela 550, Djurakovac 705, 
Rakoš 600, Zlokuće 650, with a total of approximately 15,800 inhabitants. 

About 6,000 families fled to Montenegro, and about 1,800 to Serbia. In the 
Djakovica district 37 men were killed, in the Peć district 218, and in the Istok district 
173, along with an undetermined number of women.16 

The greatest crimes took place during the first weeks of the occupation. „The 
entire Shiptar community took part in plundering and expelling the Serb population, 
with the aid of numerous renegades that had previously fled to Albania to avoid 
prosecution on the territory of Yugoslavia, and now flooded back in great num-
bers.“17 The attacks started immediately – first in Peć, where 15 Serbs were shot or 
knifed to death, along with 30 more in the vicinity.18 Several days later, on Easter, 

————— 
14 Атанасије Јефтић, Хроника страдања Срба на Косову и Метохији (1941–1989), 

Косово и Метохија у српској историји, Београд 1989, стр. 406. (Atanasije Jeftić, The 
Chronology of Serb Suffering in Kosovo and Metohia, 1941–1989, Kosovo and Metohia in 
Serbian History, Belgrade, 1989, p. 406.) Kosovo in further text.  

15 Светозар Стијовић, Ономастика источног дела Метохијског (пећког) Подгора, 
Ономастички прилози, САНУ. Одељење језика и књижевности, Одбор за ономастику, 
Београд 1979, књ. 1, стр. 239. (Svetozar Stijović, Onomastics of the Eastern Part of the Metohia 
/Peć/ Hill Country, Onomastic Papers, Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts /SANU/. 
Department of Languages and Literature, Board for Onomastics, Belgrade, 1979, book 1, p. 239.) 
Sv. Stijović in further text 

16 R.V. Petrović, p. 172 
17 Kosovo, p. 406 
18 V. Dedijer, A. Miletić, p. 545 
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200 people were arrested and deported to imprisonment in Albania.19 While de-
tained in the prison in Peć, the prisoners suffered abuse at the hands of the Shiptar 
guards. The situation was the same in the vicinity. On Good Saturday in 1941, 
Shiptars from Pašino Selo, Trebević, Suško, Naklo, Nabrdje, Šaren, Dubovo and 
Novo Selo surrounded and attacked the village of Vitomirica, killing 50 men and 
taking a great number of women and girls to nearby villages, to be kept as concu-
bines, forced to marry or simply raped.  

After a brief respite came another attack on the Serbs, on May 31, 1941, when 
a rabid mob of about 1,000 Shiptars in Peć attacked all the Serbs they could find in 
the streets, beating or knifing to death 7 of them.20 After the Germans withdrew in 
favor of the Italians, the only remaining Serb population in Metohia could be found 
in Peć, while the villages were totally decimated by the Shiptars. Thus, following the 
anti-Serb pogrom, 55% of the Serbs were left in Peć, while only 5% remained in the 
surrounding villages.21 „There is not a single Serb family in Metohia that wasn’t af-
fected and victimized - either in blood or in material.“22  

The scale of this savagery can be illustrated through several more examples.  
Italian diplomat Carlo Umilta, who visited Kosovo and Metohia and traveled 

the road from Djakovica to Peć, recorded in his memoirs that he did not see a single 
house with a roof along this road, that all the villages had been torched, with bodies 
of men and women strewn around, while the survivors tried to flee to safety. He was 
shocked by the amount of Shiptar hate towards the Serbs.23 

Between the wars, on the territory of Novi Verić and Verić there were 60 
households belonging to Serb colonists from various regions.24 They were all forced 
to leave in 1941.25 In the village of Kovrage there were 80 households colonized 
from Montenegro,26 in the village of Sušica there were about 70 colonist houses,27 in 
Novo Selo about 50,28 in Radavac also about 50,29 in Orno Brdo about 30,30 in 
————— 

19 Ibid, p. 589 
20 Ibid, p. 688 
21 Ibid, p. 545 
22 R.V. Petrović, p. 353 
23 S. Avramov, p. 212 
24 Sv. Stijović, p. 255 
25 Ibid, p. 263 
26 Ibid 
27 Ibid, p. 298 
28 Св. Стијовић, Ономастика западног дела Метохијско (пећког) Подгора, Онома-

стички прилози, САНУ. Одељење језика и књижевности, Одбор за ономастику, Београд 
1982, књ. 3, стр. 246. (Svetozar Stijović, Onomastics of the Western Part of the Metohia /Peć/ 
Hill Country, Onomastic Papers, Serbian Academy of Arts and Sciences /SANU/. Department of 
Languages and Literature, Board for Onomastics, Belgrade, 1982, book 3, p. 246). Sv. Stijović in 
further text. 

29 Ibid, p. 250 
30 Ibid, p. 283 
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Ljubovo about 100,31 in Drenovac 50,32 in Voška 37,33 in Skivjane 40,34 in Pljančor 
50,35 m Vidanje 120, in Vitomirica 650,36 in Goraždevac 140,37 in Brestovik 40,38 
etc. 

Most of the colonists were expelled and their property plundered and de-
stroyed. The hamlet of Pljančor was totally destroyed and torched, the graveyard 
ploughed over, the vineyards pulled up and the orchards cut.39 Тhose who didn’t 
succeed in making it to the safer areas of occupied Central Serbia and Montenegro 
ended up in camps, as was the case with the colonists from Srbobran, who were in-
terned in the Djurakovac camp, from which they were sent to labor each day for 
„bosses“ in nearby villages.40 The Serbs from the vicinity of Peć were interned in a 
camp located within the bounds of the Peć Patriarchate Monastery, on the orders of 
Dževan bey, Seberin bey and Kodževin bey.41 

The ancient indigenous population didn’t fare any better. The village of Bar-
donić near Dečani was burned down by the Shiptars from the neighboring village;42 
in the village of Vidanje, all 25 old families were expelled; in Siga, which had 30 
Serb houses, several adults and children were murdered,43 while Crni Vrh, with 
more than 50 Serb houses, was completely devastated. The Shiptars usurped houses, 
cattle and land, while killing a number of people44 from Belo Polje, which had more 
than 100 Serb houses,45 and interned all males above the age of 13.46  

————— 
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Between April 29 and May 15, 1941, the following Serb villages were torched 
and the entire Serb population expelled: Bokšić, Miličevići, Dolovac, Gornji Petrič, 
Donji Petrič, Klinčani, Svrhe, Lješani and Glavičica. In the municipalities of Budis-
avci and Streoci, all the colonist villages were torched, the homesteads usurped, and 
women and girls taken away by Moslem and Catholic Shiptars alike,47 which was a 
special means of biologically exterminating a nation. The same fate befell the villa-
ges of Dubrava, Suvi Lukovac, Belica, Osojane, Dobruša and Zagrmlje.48  

The villagers of Dobruša organized armed defense against the Shiptar attack-
ers, with seven men and one woman, all Serbs, losing their lives in the shootout. 
Italian troops came to the village but did not intervene, allowing the Shiptars to carry 
out the attack undisturbed.49  

The attack on the Serbs in 1941 was a general one, with equal participation by 
Moslem and Catholic Shiptars. The Shiptars possessed hidden arms, left over from 
the Balkan Wars of 1912–1913 and World War I, which they took up immediately 
upon the news of the Axis Powers’ aggression on Yugoslavia, attacking Yugoslav 
Army troops, army weapon depots and gendarmerie stations, and massacring the 
captured soldiers and gendarmes. The Serbian rural population fled for its lives, 
seeking safety in towns taken by the occupying forces. 

Damjan Biberčić of Petrovac in the municipality of Bec, district of Djakovica, 
gave the following illustrative statement in a report to the Commission for Estab-
lishing the Crimes of the Occupiers and their Helpers: „After the breakup of 
Yugoslavia, the Shiptars were given permission to plunder Serb houses by the priest 
from Bec and the priest from Novo Selo…“ Under „Remarks“ he wrote: „The vic-
tims of these crimes are numerous Serb families from the village of Petrovac. The 
accessories to this crime were Djem Sadria, a Moslem, a Catholic priest from Bec 
and a Catholic priest from Novo Selo whose names I don’t know.“ 

A second witness of Shiptar atrocities is even blunter in his statement. Nikola 
Čolić from Petrovac states: „After the arrival of the Germans and the fall of Yugo-
slavia, in my village, Petrovac, the Shiptars, led by Memet Agha and their Catholic 
priest, whose name I don’t know, immediately went on a wild rampage, plundering 
and burning Serb houses.“ Another witness from the same village, Stevan Čolić, 
confirmed this story.50 

In other words, the genocide was conducted on both a national and a religious 
basis, and what is quite interesting, the national dimension overpowered the confes-
sional division among the Shiptars, and the Moslems and Catholics jointy attacked 
the Orthodox Serbs. 

Ljubo Dedović, Dr. Vojislav Belić and Pajo Vuković in their statements to 
the Commissariat for Refugees on January 28 1944, confirmed that both Moslem 
————— 
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and Catholic Shiptars attacked the Serbs, and that there was no difference in feroc-
ity.51 Nobody wanted to protect the Serbs. Pleas for help from priests and distin-
guished individuals were met by German claims that they lacked sufficient forces, 
while the Shiptars who did try to protect their Serb neighbors were mercilessly killed 
by their countrymen, as was the case in Donji Istok on October 21 1941, when Baj-
ram Ulević was killed trying to protect the family of Radoje Miković.52 

Events like these were the result of the rapid collapse of the Yugoslav Army. 
Records show that the Shiptars began their attacks on the Yugoslav Army in April 
1941, attacking the 31st Infantry Brigade in Priština, which sustained casualties, al-
though some of its units offered resistance and performed terrain sweeps in order to 
secure safe retreat, inflicting losses on the attackers. In general, the Shiptar attackers 
suffered serious losses at the hands of the Yugoslav Army. Ironically, the records of 
the Commission for Establishing the Crimes of the Occupiers and their Helpers for 
Kosovo and Metohia contains Shiptar reports against the very Yugoslav Army offi-
cers and soldiers that defended military objects, and their own and Serb civilian lives 
against Shiptar attackers in 1941. That shows all the irony and cynicism of the new, 
revolutionary authorities. 

The Germans supported the Shiptars and their atrocities against the Serbs. 
German general Eberhardt actually instigated Shiptar violence in Kosovska Mi-
trovica in mid April of 1941. In his address to Shiptar elders Džafer Deva, Osman 
Solid, Trapez, Bajazit Ljutica and others he said: „The Serbs are outside of the law. I 
promise you that after the war Kosovo and Metohia will be annexed to Albania.“53 
This meeting in Hotel Jadran was also attended by the following: Omer Čini and 
Emin Čerkez from Sjenica, Aćif Ahmet Bljuta from Novi Pazar, Jahja Adži Džemal 
from Vučitrn, Iljaz Hadži Džemail from Priština, Šaćir Visoka from Podujevo, Jusuf 
Gradica, Miftar Hiseni, Sadik Zejnel and Mustafa Ibraim from Drenica, Sadik Rama 
and Rustem Sadrija from Istok, Sefedin and Dževad Begoli, Petar and Paul Lorenci 
from Peć and 40 others.54 

One month later, in mid May, a large Shiptar gathering took place in Srbica, 
with some 5,000 men under arms in attendance. One of the speakers was Redžep 
Mitrovica, later president of the Albanian Fascist Government. At the end of his 
speech, he stated: „The Serbs came to the Balkans by force, and by force must they 
leave the Balkans, but since they have no place to go, they should all be killed. That 
task is the responsibility of us, Shiptars!“ As the answer to Redžep Mitrovica's ge-
nocidal message, the crowd started singing the following song: „Mussolini’s given 

————— 
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the order/ Let’s go men, merrily, merrily/As Hitler said/ When Kosovo he liberated/ 
The Germans have ordered us/ No Serb left alive anywhere!“  

The words of the German general were based on official policy of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of the Third Reich, which can be seen from a conversation 
between Ester Braun von Stumm, a ministry ethnography and demography expert, 
and Alfieri, Italian ambassador to Berlin in 1941, when the former stated that it was 
in the vital interest of both Germany and Italy to establish a non-Slavic bridgehead 
in the Balkans.55 The Shiptars probably did not know about this conversation, but it 
nevertheless corresponded with their own ambitions to restore Kosovo and Metohia 
to its pre-1912 state.  

Among the measures taken toward that end between 1941–1944, Serbs were 
forced to hand over one fourth of their income from the land to Shiptar aghas and 
beys. The restoration of the feudal system that existed before 1912 was accom-
plished by first confiscating the land received by the Serb population during the 
agrarian reform, and then the land regularly purchased by individuals. The remain-
ing Serb-held land was subject to the above-mentioned forced payment to the aghas 
and beys, plus a one tenth levy to the government, in addition to other taxes.56 

The results of German and Italian policy, and Shiptar outrages in Kosovo and 
Metohia was evidenced in the 60,000 or so refugees that found themselves on the 
southern border of occupied Serbia in 1942.57 And, according to a note sent to Allied 
governments by the Yugoslav government-in-exile in London, of the approximately 
100,000 Serbs that lived in Metohia until 1941, about 80,000 were expelled to occu-
pied Montenegro and Central Serbia, while the rest found refuge in the forests 
around Belo Polje, Goraždevac, Peć, Djurakovac and Djakovica.58 At the same time, 
the Commissariat for Refugess registered over 70,000 refugees from Kosovo and 
Metohia up to April 1942. However, the number was much larger since the Com-
missariat registrered only those left without accommodations and not those that fo-
und shelter with friends and relatives, or those that fled to Montenegro.59 

It is hard to establish the exact number of victims and casualties among the 
Serbs from Metohia in spite of the available archive material. Instead, characteristic 
examples can be given to set the foundations for researching the scale of the crimes. 
Thus, in April 1941, in the village of Vrela, in addition to the general torching and 
plunder, the church and the graveyard were destroyed as well;60 the village of Belaje 
was burned to the ground on April 18 1941,61 while 27 farmers from the village of 
————— 
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Drenovac were arrested and shot on November 10, 1943;62 a similar fate befell the 
village of Rakoš, where 60 Serbs were executed in 1943; the village of Zagrmlje 
was burned down and depopulated in 1941; in December of 1943, members of the 
newly formed Kosovo Regiment carried out a pogrom in Peć and vicinity, arresting 
about 400 Serbs and executing 47 of them [one document gives the figure of 120,63 
while another states: „It is believed that there are many more victims, since the dis-
membered bodies were thrown during the night into the Bistrica river, and it is pos-
sible that the current carried off some of them64].“ An especially cruel episode of 
this pogrom occurred when a group of Serbs arrested on December 5 and interned in 
the tower of Šefćet Mahmutbegović was apparently released at the request of certain 
Shiptars: as they set off for their homes, they were ambushed in the streets of Peć 
and savagely tortured, mutilated and killed.65 

As an illustration, we shall compare data from other sources for the purposes 
of getting a more complete insight into the scope of the crimes and of broadening 
our investigation of them. We shall provide several facts from the record of a state-
ment given by Djordje Radević to a representative of the Commissariat for Refugees 
in Smederevo on July 2 1941, in which he gave the names of the victims of Shiptar 
violence during the course of April. Some of the victims' names were also found in 
reports by the Commission for Establishing the Crimes of the Occupiers and their 
Helpers. There are reports for Drago Ilić from Djurakovac municipality, as well as 
Marko Peralović. The names of Mićo Zečević and his son Mihailo were not re-
corded in the reports processed in the Public Prosecutor’s office in Peć in 1946, nor 
were Vlajko Gojković, Mitar Martinović from Istok municipality and Ivan Bajčević 
from Rosulja. Djordje Radević also mentions the Novaković brothers from Zagrm-
lje, while the records of the Commission for Establishing the Crimes of the Occupi-
ers and their Helpers for Kosovo and Metohia mention only one of them, and that as 
a wounding victim. There is no report for Novka Martinović from Dobruša, who 
was horribly tortured, with her breast and the fingers of her right hand cut off, just as 
there are no reports for Vladimir Petrušić from Vrela municipality, who vas burned 
alive in his house, Marko Janković from Dobruša, Ivan Lekić from Rosulja and 
Drago Laković from Crni Lug. 

Djordje Radević's statement mentions the surnames of two soldiers, Martino-
vić and Milošević, who were killed while returning from internment, and the two 
Djurović brothers, who were attacked and massacred in Rugovo gorge while trying 
to escape from Peć, with one of them being buried alive. 

None of these cases of genocidal murders appears in the available reports, nor 
do the names of the parents of the witness, Radivoje and Djurdja, and the Tomaš 

————— 
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family, Milka and Božo Brković. All this is illustrative of the scope of negligence 
towards the victims, but also the need for finding the relevant records and establish-
ing the number of Serbs killed, expelled or abused in Metohia. For, after the „clean-
sing“ of Metohia, the Shiptars moved on to the „cleansing“ of Kosovo.66 

In the documents published in the book by Vladimir Dedijer and Antun Mi-
letić, out of 199 persons listed in the documents of the Commission for Establishing 
the Crimes of the Occupiers and their Helpers, only 42 of those killed are men-
tioned. The accompanying list of victims of genocide gives the names of 405 men, 
47 women and 8 children killed in the period of 1941–44, along with 26 women and 
one boy who were raped, and 12 abducted women and girls in the same period. All 
this indicates that the actual number of victims is far greater and that other materials 
should be reviewed. 

In the course of their pogrom of the Serbs of Metohia, the Shiptars destroyed 
churches and cemeteries. In the vicinity of Peć, 16 Serb churches were destroyed - in 
Rastavica, Šeremet, Ponoševac, Istok and the Devič monastery.67 The extent of the 
hate and rage against the Serbs can also be seen by the fact that the Shiptars dese-
crated the crypt of Patriarch Makarije Sokolović in the Peć Patriarchate in 1942.68 

The presented facts represent only a portion of the crime of genocide com-
mitted against the Serbs in Metohia. The accompanying list of genocide victims is 
based on reports filed to the Commission for Establishing the Crimes of the Occupi-
ers and their Helpers processed in the Public Prosecutor’s office in Peć in the year 
1946 only. Although this is only a part of the material, it gives an idea of the extent 
of the genocide committed against the Serb nation in Metohia.  

A conference devoted to the issue of the refugees from Kosovo and Metohia 
was held on April 21–25, 1942 in Kosovska Mitrovica. It is here that the figure of 
856 burned houses was presented.69 However, this figure is not even close to the ac-
tual one, which, according to available reports for Metohia alone equals 1,600. The 
burning of houses amounted to a banishment of the owner and all the inhabitants. If 
we take the average number of members per family in Yugoslavia before 1941, 
which was 6.1, this means that about 100,000 persons from settlements around Peć 
in Metohia were left homeless and forced to leave their dwellings just in the first 
year of the war. The figure given at the conference in Kosovska Mitrovica was sup-
posed to refer to all of Kosovo and Metohia, and it is obviously tendentious and un-
true. Still, it is estimated that 100,000 Serbs left Kosovo and Metohia during 1942.70 
The Shiptar desire for cleansing Kosovo and Metohia was pervasive and encouraged 
by the authorities. The president of the puppet Shiptar government, Mustafa Kruja, 
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openly told the Albanian leaders of Kosovo and Metohia in June 1942 that all Serbs 
should be driven out as soon as possible, that the old Serb population should be de-
clared as colonists along with the post-Balkan War settlers, while the more recent 
settlers were to be killed.71 And this is exactly what happened. 

It is, thus, all the more strange that the official rulings of the authorities re-
garding the reports filed by victimized Serbs could contain the conclusion that there 
were „no witnesses.“  

Or we have reports such as the following: „The chief organizer of all the 
killings in the village of Dragoljevci was Rustem Isenović. Ilija Raičić from Drago-
ljevci filed a report against him with statements from the following witnesses: Mi-
leta Ašanin, Savo Sedlarević, Miloš Račić, Ilija Raičić and Stevan Raičić.“ And 
then, next to the signatures of these witnesses the following decision is provided: 
„Criminal charges rejected due to the absence of a criminal act,“ signed by Milutin 
Djukić on September 20 1946.72 There was no request for a criminal investigation. 
The Temporary Prohibition Against Returning the Colonists took precedence over 
the laws and international obligations that Yugoslavia took on by signing the Lon-
don Agreement for Prosecuting War Crimes. 

We repeat and stress the fact that the ideological commitment to prohibit the 
return of the Serb population was in fact superior to the Law on Dealing with the 
Property Taken from the Occupiers and their Helpers, of May 24 1945, and the Law 
on Confiscating War Profits Gained During Enemy Occupation, of May 24, 1945. 

The Public Prosecutor’s records are yet to be made public. Additionally, the 
records from other years and other prosecutors’ offices should be reviewed and pre-
pared for public presentation. This is only a first step and represents only an illustra-
tion. It should also be noted that these records also contain evidence of a policy of 
Serb denationalization by way of changing their names. Indeed, we found a list of 
Serbs with „new,“ Shiptar surnames, with their original ones given in brackets.73  

In spite of the provisions of the Statute of the International Military Tribunal 
which, as stated earlier, enumerates all war crimes, no prosecution of war criminals 
ever took place. According to article 10 of the Statute: if a court proclaims a group 
or organization as „criminal,“ all signatory countries to the London Agreement have 
the right to try members of that organization before civil, military or occupational 
courts. In each such case the criminal character of the group or organization is con-
sidered proven and cannot be challenged.74 

This right was simply ignored by the Yugoslav Communist „revolutionary’’ 
authorities because of the ideological/political position taken at the Fifth Country 
Conference of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia held in Zagreb in 1940. As a di-
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rect consequence, the percentage of Serbs in Kosovo and Metohia dropped from 
more than 50% in 1940 to 27.9% in 1953 and 10.6% in 1980. In addition to the 
committed genocide, a second major factor contributing to the new situation was the 
colonization of the Shiptars from Albania, who, according to Italian sources, num-
bered between 150-200,000.75 

The irresponsible attitude of the Yugoslav revolutionary authorities regarding 
the genocide that took place on the territory of Yugoslavia during the Second World 
War and their negligence of the victims are in direct contrast to the concern dis-
played by the UN whose General Assembly adopted the Convention Against the Ex-
piry of War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity at its session of November 26, 
1968. The present application of its provisions would perhaps correct at least a part 
of the injustice done to the Serb nation.  

And, to conclude: all document of the Commission for Establishing the 
Crimes of the Occupiers and their Helpers of Kosovo and Metohia give evidence of 
the most severe crimes: murders, arson, plunder and other genocidal crimes against 
humanity with the intention of taking over the Serb ethnic space.  

There are at least two reasons why it was important to break the silence about 
the plight of the Serbs in Kosovo and Metohia and, especially, to shed light on the 
little-known policy of prohibiting the return of Serbs to the province after World 
War II. In the first place is a growing interest in gaining an objective overview of the 
problem of the expulsion of the Serb population from Kosovo and Metohia. Second 
is the intensity of Shiptar anti-Serb propaganda and the need to counter it by reveal-
ing to both domestic and foreign audiences the extent of the violence and genocidal 
actions that went on in Kosovo and Metohia during World War II, on the basis of 
relevant archival material produced by victims from Metohia immediately after the 
war. Toward that end, it was necessary to engage in the project of inspecting the 
state of the archive of the Commission for Establishing War Crimes of the Occupi-
ers and their Helpers in the Public Prosecutor’s Office. 

The materials of the said Commission, which had been kept in the Archive of 
Kosovo and Metohia in Priština was raw and in pretty bad shape. It was transferred to 
the Archive of Serbia for the purposes of preservation and classification. However, at 
the intervention of political figures from the province, who also sat on the board of the 
Kosovo and Metohia Archive, the materials had to be returned to Priština Thus, as of 
2005, we have no information about its current state and condition. 

The materials archive consists of reports of the victims and court records of 
accused individuals, and contains numerous data about both the victims and the per-
petrators. Here we are faced with the problem of the latter’s identification. The ma-
terials show that many of them waged terror all over Metohia, and appeared in vari-
ous places, which means that charges against the same persons were filed in differ-
ent towns. Thus, in order to avoid misidentification, we did not engage in a separate 
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processing of the data on the evidenced war crime perpetrators. On the basis of 
available data, we may conclude that the number of perpetrators totaled over 2,000. 
However, this number must be taken with caution, because certain individuals ap-
pear without surnames or with several surnames or several surnames and nicknames. 
We noticed this problem in the archive material, but had neither the opportunity nor 
the means of double-checking, as was the case with the victims, where we suc-
ceeded in double-checking and correcting the deficiencies.  

We also note that the reports contain only those perpetrators whom the victims 
recognized, while a far greater number of the former have remained unidentified, 
which can be seen from individual reports where some names are provided, along with 
the observation that they were accompanied by other, unidentified Shiptars. 

The recorded acts of violence also reveal a deeper historical context of the 
ethnic cleansing. The perpetrators were led by Moslem and Catholic priests, some of 
whom called on the Serbs to „become Turkish“ for their own safety. 

For political reasons some Serb and Shiptar politicians burdened with the 
communist ideology made an effort to repress the existence of these crimes and pre-
vent the counting of the victims. 

There was also the insoluble problem of individuals or groups who did not 
file reports against perpetrators for ideological reasons or because they allegedly did 
not want to disturb the „good-neighborly relationship“ between the Serbs and the 
Shiptars. 

It was this purely political motive that not only prevented the full disclosure 
of the data and the truth regarding the extermination of the Serbs and the genocide 
committed against them but helped make possible everything that happened in this 
southern Serbian province from 1945-1989 and from 1999 to the present76.  
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ЗАТИРАЊЕ СРБА У МЕТОХИЈИ 1941–1944. ГОДИНЕ 
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Ослобођење Косова и Метохије новембра 1944. године малобројни 
Срби који су преживели геноцид дочекали су на згариштима својих насеља и 
кућа, уништеним црквама и манастирима и разореним гробљима повређени и 
понижени од Арбанаса који су све време италијанско-арбанашко-немачке 
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окупације стварали услове њиховог потпуног уништења. Казну за почињене 
злочине Арбанаси нису искусили осим неколико стотина најистакнутијих 
злочинаца. Нису кажњени него масовно мобилисани у Југословенску армију 
стекли су статус бораца против фашизма а потом се укључили у систем нове 
„револуционарне“ власти. 

Прогнаним Србима с подручја Косова и Метохије није била враћена 
имовина нити допуштен повратак на посед у складу с одлукама Комунистичке 
партије Југославије и они су расељени по другим крајевима где им се губе 
трагови. 

Они који су упели да пробију административне препреке и врате се у 
места живљења до 1941. Арбанаси, који су узурпирали њихову имовину, нису 
дозволили да уђу у посед. Ради спречавања власника да дођу до своје имовине 
организовани су револуционарни судови и власници су уместо имовина до-
били смртне пресуде које су одмах и извршаване. 

Српске жртве нису побројане, нису обештећене а злочинци су остали 
некажњени иако су нове „револуционарне“ власти биле дужне да их казне 
према обавезама које је Влада ФНРЈ преузела потписивањем међународних 
споразума о кажњавању ратних злочинаца. 

Ратни злочини који су се одиграли у Метохији потпадају под удар Ста-
тута Међународног војног суда и других докумената. Нова, комунистичка, 
власт, међутим, није казнила арбанаске починиоце геноцида над Србима. Те 
злочинце је Јосип Броз Тито аболирао на оснивачком конгресу Комунистичке 
партије Србије одржаном од 8–12. маја 1945. године. Српска имовина је раз-
вучена а српски народ најбруталније расељен. Комисија за утврђивање ратних 
злочина окупатора и њихових помагача за Косово и Метохију прикупила је 
податке и предала их у надлежност судова који под иделошоким и поли-
тичким притиском нису извели судске поступке да не би пореметили „добре 
комшијске односе“ Срба и Арбанаса. 

Кључне речи: Метохија, 1941–44, окупација Србије, етничко чишћење 
Срба, ратни злочини, Арбанаси. 

 
 
 


