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Abstract: Data on the distribution of the rove beetle Ernus hirtus (Linnaeus, 1758) in the territory of ~lovakia are presented and 
evaluated. T h e  occurrence was found altogether in 3 1 localities. The disappearing of this species in large areas of Central Europe is 
caused mainly by the restriction of the pasturalism in lowlands and warmer submontane areas. In the territory of Slovakia, the natural 
pasturalism was practised continually for the long time, that is why the stable populations still survive at some warmer regions in the 
central and eastern parts of the territory. 
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INTRODUCTION 
E n ~ ~ i s  hirtlis (Linnaeus, 1755) is distributed from 

South, Central and southern North Europe to the Mid- 
dle Asia and Siberia; in central part of Europe it is 
known from Hungary, Austria, Germany, Czech Re- 
public, Slovakia and Poland (HORION 1965, SMETANA 
1958, SZUJECKI 1980). 

This rove beetle is a coprophilous species inhabit- 
ing natural pastures where it feeds on the larvae of 
coprophagous Coleoptera and Diptera. In the 20th 
century it started to disappear in the majority of Euro- 
pean countries in connection with the restriction of 
natural pasturage. In the last decades it became rare in 
several central European countries as  Poland (HORION 
1965, BURAKOWSKI at al. 1980), Czech Republic 
(SLISTEK 1995, K O ~ A R E K  1997) and Austria (JACH 
1994). The species is still relatively abundant in the 
Slovak Republic, but there is a lack of exact published 
data of its recent distribution. That is why I have de- 
cided to publish the available faunistic data in this 
contribution. 

Faunistic data s o  far known from the territory of 
Slovak Republic were summarised by ROUBAL (1930) 
and S ~ I E T A N A  (1958). 

Llst of used abbreviations and collectors 
CE = coll. Z. tern); (Mirovice), DV = coll. bl. Dvoiak 
(Praha). JE = coll. I. JeniS (Niklo), KO = coll. bl. Kociin 
iPraha), KC = coll. P. KoCSrek (Opava). KR = coll. P. 
Krisensky (Chomutov). NO = coll. V. Nov6k (Brandfs nad 
Labem). blA = coll. I. blartind (Olornouc), klZ = coll. L. 
hlazal (Olomouc), bll = coll. L. hlikulenka (Tierneini ve 
Slezsku). SA = coll. 0. Sabol (Ostrava), SE = coll. A. 
Sedlatek (Hranice na Morav?), SZbl = coll. SlezskC zemskC 
muzeum (Opava), SN = S. SnYll (Tuniba, Sweden), Shl = 
SariiskC mlizeum (Bardejov), S U  = coll. J. Suhaj (Bohurnin), 
TY = coll. V. Tfr  ( ~ i h l e ) .  VA = coll. J. Ch. VBvra (Ostrava), 
VY = coll. V. Vyhnilek (Olomouc). ZU = coll. M.  Zuber 
(Kosmonosy). 

RESULTS 
The occurrence of Emus hirtlis in Slovakia was 

found altogether in 31 localities that correspond to 25 
squares of Central European faunistic grid mapping 
(PRUNER & ~ I I K A  1996) (Fig. 1). Up to this time the 
occurrence was published from 11 localities (ROLIBAL 
1930, SMETANA 1958). 

Published data. Roubal (1930) - Trnava 176711, NovC 
hlesto nad V6hom [7273], Bdtovce [7778], Tajov [7280], 
Lutenec [7683]. KoSice [72-73931, Bradlo [7394]; Smetana 
(1958) - Bratislava [77-7968-691, Stlirovo [8 1781, PleSivec 
[7488], Vihorlat [70-7198-991. 

hiaterial examined. Stlirovo. Modr)i vrch [S 1781. 1985. 1 
specimen (MA); PIaSt'ovce 178791. l.VI.1984, 1 specimen. 
Saf~nda leg. (SN); Dobri Niva [7580], 7.V1.1995, 1 
specimen D. Vacik leg. (JE), 9.V1.1993, 2 sp. [VA]; Babini 
[7580]. 9.-10.V. 1999. 18 specimens. (KC, MZ. SA): 
Donovaly [7 18 l ] .  6.VII. 1957 \DV); Opatovsk5 Novi Ves 
[7881]. 18.V.1993, 1 specimen J. Plezhdt leg. (KR); 
HajnaCka [7785], 5.V.1995, 1 specimen, P. Boia leg. (SU), 
17.VII.1992, 2 specimens, 13.VII. 1997. 1 specimen (ZL): 
Gemerski: Dechtire [7786], 6.V.1995, several specimens. P. 
Boia leg. (SC, VA); Rozloind 173851, 2.V.1987. l specimen, 
J. Vitner & V .  Nov5k leg. (Nor; Dvmica [75SS]. 29.V.1954 
IJE): KeCovo. [7588], 7.V.1978. 1 specimen. S. Kaluz leg.. 1. 
Rychlik coll.; Dlhd Ves [7488], 1988, 1 speclrnen (.MA). l 
specimen (JE), 23.VI.1994, I4 specimens. (MA), 25 
specimens, (VY), 1 specimen (KR): Silica 174891, 
28.V1.1957, 1 specimen (DV): Hrhov [7390]. 7.VI1.1992. 2 
specimens (ZU); Turfia nad Bodvou [7391], 25.VI.1957, 
several specimens (DV); Z id~e l  [7391], 21 .VI. 1984, 1 
specimen (JE), 4.VII.1991, 1 specimen (MI):  Chlmec 171971, 
2.V.1992, 1 specimen (R); Chonkovce [7299]. 2.V1.1984, 
l0  spccirnens, M.  Janata leg. (KO, SN); Petrovce 172173991, 
25.V.1996, 4 specimens, T. Jizsay (391); Slov. or., Ruske, 
d~str.  HumenC [6800]. 4.VI. 1984, 1 specimen, J. RohdCek leg. 
(SZM). 

DISCUSSION 
Et?l~ls hirtus is a predator of coprophagous insects 

which it is search mainly on cattle excrement. It occurs 
on regularly grazing grassy pastures with the high den- 



sity of droppings in different stages of decomposition. 
The adults occupy droppings from the fresh to the mid- 
dle dry stage with the greatest abundance in the fresh 
one. During the warm and calm weather the adults 
actively f ly and look for optimal excrement. 

Thc disappearing of this species in large areas of 
Central Europe is caused mainly by the restriction of 
the pasturalism in lowlands and warmer submontane 
areas. Extinction of this species has been reported in 
countries neighbouring to Czech Republic. During the 
19th century the species was relatively abundant there 
(cf. 2.g. KLUG 1855, MULLER 1862, LOKAY 1869, 
REITTER 1870), but in the 20th century it started to 
disappear in connection with the restriction of 
pasturalism in lowlands (KOCAREK 1997). Now the 
natural pasturalism is practised predominantly in the 
montane areas with the suboptimal climatic conditions 
for the species. At present the species probably only 
migrates to these areas and constitute only unstable 
temporary populations in substitute habitats (KOCAREK 
1997). During the four lasts decades the species was 
found only three times at municipal dump or carrion 
(KOCAREK 19g7: Podtbrady [5856], Ostrava [6175]; 
Doubravice, Volyne env. [6848], 17.8.1974, S.  Snall 
leg. et coll.). 

In the territory of Slovakia, the natural pasturalism 
was practised continually for the long time that is why 
the stable populations still survive at some warmer re- 
gions in the central and east parts of the territory. If the 
current natural or seminatural pasture practices con- 
tinue, the species will not became endangered in Slo- 
vakia in the near future. 
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SOUE-IRN 
Emus  hirtus na Slovensku - k soutasn6mu vfskytu 

ohroientho druhu (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae). 
V prici je  hodnoceno soutasnC rozSiieni drabtika 

E n u s  hirtus na Slovensku. Jednii se  o celoevropsky 
ohroien); druh vizan); na trus skotu, kterf mizi 
pfedevsim z ddvodu upouSt5ni od traditnich forem 
pastevectvi. Na ziiklad5 zji9tEnfch lidajd je  
konstatovino, i e  stabilni populace tohoto druhu 

pieiivaji v tep1);ch oblastech stiedniho a vqchodniho 
Slovenska. 
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Fig. 1. The distribution of Etrllts hirtlts in Slovalcia. Published data a r t  marked by the open circles; the new 
unpublished data by the full black circles. 

Priroda Krupinskej planiny a jej ochrana. (Zbornili referatov zo seminara pri prfleiitosli iivotnkho 
jubilea RNDr. J6liusa Vacholda, Zvolen, 3.11.1998). Zostavili Peter Urban a Peter BituSik. Bratislava, 
Minjsterstvo ijvotniho prostredia Slovenskej rcpubliky, Banska Bystrica, SIovensk5 agentlira iivot- 
n6ho prostredia - Centrum ochrany prirody a krajiny. 1999, 186 S .  

Pri prfleiitosti iivotnkho jubilea dr. Vacholdu sa 
uskutotnil vo Zvolene seminjr na jeho potest'. Okrerri 
prispevkov, ktore boli venovani osobc a t innos t~  jubi- 
lanta sa ostatnk prispevky ( 2 2 )  venovali problematikc 
uzemia Krupinskej planiny. Pomerne potetnc znstilpe- 
n i  su prispevky z botaniky (6) a tradii'nc ui najviac 
prispevkov odznelo zo zool6gie (14 prispevkov). 
Arachnoentomologiclid prispevky su zanicrane 

na pav l ik  ( 2 ) .  kosce ( l ) ,  sion8-ik-y ( l ) ,  rov- 
nakokridlovce ( 1 )  a dvojkridlovce (1). Chrobikom sfi 
venovank 3 prispevky, pritom Kleinertov prispevok by 
sa sk8r hodil svojim obsahom a upravou do vedecko- 
popul:irnehl~ tasopisu. Tilto tasf  doplnuje eSte prispe- 
vok venovnnj Strukture spolotenstlsv niakrozoobento- 
su Litavy a Krupinicc. 

Ilja Okil i  


