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Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe

National and religious

identities converge in a
region once dominated
by atheist regimes

Roughly a quarter of a century after
the fall of the Iron Curtain and
subsequent collapse of the Soviet
Union, a major new Pew Research
Center survey finds that religion
has reasserted itself as an
important part of individual and
national identity in many of the
Central and Eastern European
countries where communist
regimes once repressed religious
worship and promoted atheism.

Today, solid majorities of adults
across much of the region say they
believe in God, and most identify
with a religion. Orthodox
Christianity and Roman
Catholicism are the most prevalent
religious affiliations, much as they
were more than 100 years ago in
the twilight years of the Russian
and Austro-Hungarian empires.

In many Central and Eastern
European countries, religion and
national identity are closely
entwined. This is true in former
communist states, such as the

Religious landscape of Central and Eastern Europe
% who identify as ...

Orthodox Catholic Muslim Unaffiliated Other

Orthodox majority

Moldova = 92% 26

Greece 90 24 4
27
Georgia = 89 9
424
Romania = 86 5| 8

7 5

Armenia = 89

Serbia = 88

Ukraine = 78 10

Bulgaria = 75 15 5 4

Belarus | 73 12 3 11
Russia | 71 10 5 4

Catholic majority

Poland 87% 7 5
27 3

Lithuania 3 75 6 17

Croatia 4 84

Hungary 56 21 22

Religiously mixed
Estonia | 25% 45 29
Bosnia = 35 8 52 3
Latvia = 31 23 21 25

Majority religiously unaffiliated

Czech Republic 21% 72 6

Note: 13% of respondents in Hungary identify as Presbyterian. In Estonia and
Latvia, 20% and 19%, respectively, identify as Lutherans. And in Lithuania, 14%
say they are “just a Christian” and do not specify a particular denomination. They
are included in the “other” category. A negligible share of respondents in each
country decline to answer the question. They are included in the “other” category
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries

See Methodology for details

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe’
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Russian Federation and Poland, where majorities say that being Orthodox or Catholic is important
to being “truly Russian” or “truly Polish.” It is also the case in Greece, where the church played a
central role in Greece’s successful struggle for independence from the Ottoman Empire and where
today three-quarters of the public (76%) says that being Orthodox is important to being “truly
Greek.”

Many people in the region embrace religion as an element of national belonging even though they
are not highly observant. Relatively few Orthodox or Catholic adults in Central and Eastern
Europe say they regularly attend worship services, pray often or consider religion central to their
lives. For example, a median of just 10% of Orthodox Christians across the region say they go to
church on a weekly basis.

Indeed, compared with many populations Pew Research Center previously has surveyed — from
the United States to Latin America to sub-Saharan Africa to Muslims in the Middle East and North
Africa — Central and Eastern Europeans display relatively low levels of religious observance.

www.pewresearch.org
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Sidebar: Around the world, different ways of being religious
Believing. Behaving. Belonging.

Three words, three distinct ways in which people connect (or don’t) to religion: Do they believe in a higher power?
Do they pray and perform rituals? Do they feel part of a congregation, spiritual community or religious group?

Research suggests that many people around the world engage with religion in at least one of these ways, but not
necessarily all three.

Christians in Western Europe, for example, have been described as “believing without belonging,” a phrase
coined by sociologist Grace Davie in her 1994 religious profile of Great Britain, where, she noted, widespread
belief in God coexists with largely empty churches and low participation in religious institutions.

In East Asia, there is a different paradigm, one that might be called “behaving without believing or belonging.”
According to a major ethnography conducted last decade, for example, many people in China neither believe in a
higher power nor identify with any particular religious faith, yet nevertheless go to Buddhist or Confucian temples
to make offerings and partake in religious rituals.?

Many Central and Eastern Europeans, on the other hand, might be described as “believing and belonging, without
behaving.” While Pew Research Center’s survey shows that majorities of adults across the region believe in God
and identify with Orthodox Christianity, conventional measures of Christian religious behavior - such as levels of
daily prayer and weekly worship attendance - are relatively low.

1 Davie, Grace. 1994. “Religion in Britain Since 1945: Believing Without Belonging.” Years after the book’s publication, Davie began using a
different phrase - “vicarious religion” - to help explain how Europeans interact with religion. The newer phrase, she wrote, reflected “the
notion of religion performed by an active minority but on behalf of a much larger number, who (implicitly at least) not only understand, but,
quite clearly, approve of what the minority is doing.” She argued that “vicarious religion” is a conceptual improvement over “believing without
belonging” because it brings into focus the “subtle and complex relationships” that exist between “believing” and “belonging.” See Davie,
Grace. 2007. “Vicarious Religion: A Methodological Challenge,” in Ammerman, Nancy T, ed. “Everyday Religion: Observing Modern Religious
Lives.”

2Sun, Anna. 2013. “Confucianism as a World Religion: Contested Histories and Contemporary Realities.” Also see the 2007 survey “Spiritual
Life Study of Chinese Residents.” Association of Religion Data Archives.

www.pewresearch.org
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Nonetheless, the comeback of
religion in a region once
dominated by atheist regimes
is striking — particularly in
some historically Orthodox
countries, where levels of
religious affiliation have risen
substantially in recent
decades.

Whether the return to
religion in Orthodox-majority
countries began before the
fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989
remains an open question.
Reliable, verifiable data about
religious beliefs and practices
in the region’s then-
communist regimes is
difficult, if not impossible, to
find.3 But Pew Research
Center’s predecessor
organization did ask about
religion when it surveyed
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In Eastern Europe, sharp rise in share of adults who
describe themselves as Orthodox Christians

% who identify as Orthodox

1991 2015
71% & e
59
37% 39
Russia Bulgaria Ukraine

Note: 1991 data are from “Pulse of Europe” survey conducted by Pew Research Center’s
predecessor organization, the Times Mirror Center for the People & the Press. The 1991
survey in Russia excluded the eastern part of the country, which represents approximately
33% of the population. However, a survey conducted by the International Social Survey
Programme (ISSP) in all parts of Russia in the same year found the share of Orthodox in
Russia to be roughly the same as the Times Mirror survey (31%).

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology

for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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several countries in the region in 1991, during the waning months of the USSR. In Russia, Ukraine
and Bulgaria, far more people said they were religiously unaffiliated in 1991 than describe

themselves that way in the new survey. In all three countries, the share of the population that

identifies with Orthodox Christianity is up significantly since the collapse of the Soviet Union.4

3 During the communist era in Eastern and Central Europe, government repression of religion was widespread. In the Soviet Union, anti-
religious actions by the state included executing priests, confiscating church property and banning religious literature and proselytization. In
addition, clergy and religious sympathizers could be declared enemies of the people, a charge that often resulted in imprisonment or
execution. Thus, even though the Soviet census of 1937 included a question on religious identity, it is difficult to determine whether the
reported figure of 55 million “religious believers” is depressed due to the overall anti-religious environment at the time. See Corley, Felix.

1994. “Believers’ Responses to the 1937 and 1939 Soviet Censuses.” Religion, State and Society. Also see Pospielovsky, Dimitry V. 1987. “A

History of Soviet Atheism in Theory and Practice, and the Believer.”

41n 1991, Pew Research Center’s predecessor organization, the Times Mirror Center for the People & the Press, conducted an 18-month
study of public opinion in Western and Eastern Europe. More than 10,000 interviews were conducted in nine countries (and the Soviet
republics of Russia, Ukraine and Lithuania). The findings were published in September 1991 in a report titled “1991 Pulse of Europe.”

www.pewresearch.org
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Catholicism in Central and Eastern Europe,
meanwhile, has not experienced the same
upsurge as Orthodox Christianity. In part, this
may be because much of the population in
countries such as Poland and Hungary
retained a Catholic identity during the
communist era, leaving less of a religious
vacuum to be filled when the USSR fell.

To the extent that there has been measurable
religious change in recent decades in Central
and Eastern European countries with large
Catholic populations, it has been in the
direction of greater secularization. The most
dramatic shift in this regard has occurred in
the Czech Republic, where the share of the
public identifying as Catholic dropped from
44% in 1991 to 21% in the current survey.
Today, the Czech Republic is one of the most
secular countries in Europe, with nearly three-
quarters of adults (72%) describing their
religion as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in
particular.”

Catholic shares declining in parts of
Central Europe

% who identify as Catholic

1991 2015
96%
87%
63
56
44
21
Poland Hungary Czech Republic

Note: Data from 1991 for Poland, Hungary and Czech Republic are
from a 1991 survey by Pew Research Center’s predecessor, the
Times Mirror Center for the People & the Press. In Hungary, the
1991 survey used a two-step religion question (respondents were
first asked if they identify with a religion; those who said “yes” were
then asked to identify their religion). Typically, two-step questions
yield a considerably lower share of people identifying with a religion
than one-step questions, suggesting that in Hungary, the decline of
the share of the Catholic population may have been steeper. Czechs
were polled as part of Czechoslovakia in 1991. Only results for
Czech speakers are shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Decline in share of Catholics in Lithuania
% who identify as Catholic

2009 2015
Lithuania 88% 75%

Note: Data for 2009 are from Pew Research Center’s Global
Attitudes survey. In 2009, respondents were asked which religion
they confess to, whereas in 2015, respondents were asked what
religion they currently identify with, if any.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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The differing trends in
predominantly Orthodox and
Catholic countries may be, at least
in part, a reflection of political
geography. The Orthodox countries
in the region are further toward the
east, and many were part of the
Soviet Union. The Catholic
countries are further toward the
west, and only Lithuania was part
of the USSR.

This political divide is seen in
responses to two separate survey
questions: How religious do you
think your country was in the
1970s and 1980s (when all but
Greece among the surveyed
countries were ruled by communist
regimes), and how religious is it
today? With few exceptions, in
former Soviet republics the more
common view is that those
countries are more religious now
than a few decades ago. Only 15%
of Russians, for example, say their
country was either “very religious”
(3%) or “somewhat religious”
(12%) in the 1970s and 1980s,
while 55% say Russia is either very
(8%) or somewhat (47%) religious
today.

10
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People in former Soviet republics see their countries
as more religious today than in 1970s and 1980s

% who say ...

Their country is Their country was very/

Post-Soviet  very/somewhat  somewhat religious

republics religious today in 1970s & 1980s Difference
Georgia 87% 25% +62
T o
o L . i
e, o
Belaus 57 20 | +28
S e e
Estona 23 11 | +12
Lithvania 53 49 | +4
Py I
Other countries

Serbia 69% 46% +23
Bosnia 75 583 | +22
Bulgaria 53 33 +20
Croata 73 &4  |+9
Hungary ........................ e L
CzechRepublc 22 30 8
= L
Romania 5 8 |27

Poland 56 86 -30

Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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There is more variation in the answers to these questions in countries that were beyond the

borders of the former USSR. In contrast with most of the former Soviet republics, respondents in

Poland, Romania and Greece say their countries have become considerably less religious in recent

decades.

www.pewresearch.org
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But these perceptions do not tell the
entire story. Despite declining shares in Relatively low shares of Orthodox across
some countries, Catholics in Central and Central and Eastern Europe attend

Eastern Europe generally are more church weekly

religiously observant than Orthodox % who say they attend church weekly
Christians in the region, at least by
conventional measures. For instance, 45%

Orthodox median 10%
of Catholics in Poland say they attend Catholic median 25
worship services at least weekly — more Among Orthodox ...
Romania 21%
than double the share of Orthodox Georei
eorgia 17
Christians in any country surveyed who Greece 17
say they go to church that often. Moldova 13
Belarus 12
. L Ukraine 12
In addition, Catholics in Central and Boshia 10
Eastern Europe are much more likely Armenia 9
than Orthodox Christians to say they F;ljz:: Z
engage in religious practices such as Bulgaria | 5
taking communion and fasting during Latvia | 5
Lent. Catholics also are somewhat more A EStOCn I:h i 3
. . mong Catholics ...
likely than Orthodox Christians to say Bgosnia 549
they frequently share their views on God Poland 45
with others, and to say they read or listen %kraise* e 43
. . L. . roatia
to scripture outside of religious services.5 Belarus o5
Czech Republic 22
Hungary 12
Lithuania 10
Latvia 7

* In Ukraine, most Catholics identify as Byzantine Rite Eastern
Catholics, whereas in most other countries, Catholics are Roman
Catholics.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

5 In addition to interviews with Roman Catholics in countries such as Poland and Hungary, this survey also includes Byzantine Rite Catholic
respondents in countries such as Ukraine.

www.pewresearch.org



Although Catholics overall are
more religiously observant than
Orthodox Christians in the region,
however, the association between
religious identity and national
identity is stronger in Orthodox-
majority countries than in
Catholic ones.

Across the countries where
Orthodox Christians make up a
majority, a median of 70% say it is
important to be Orthodox to truly
share the national identity of their
country (e.g., that one must be
Russian Orthodox to be “truly
Russian,” or Greek Orthodox to be
“truly Greek”). By comparison, a
median of 57% in the four
Catholic-majority countries say
this about being Catholic. (Fewer
people in Western Europe — for

example, 23% in France and 30%
in Germany — say being Christian
is very or somewhat important to
their national identity.)

These nationalist sentiments are
especially common among
members of the majority religious
group in each country. But, in
some cases, even members of
religious minority groups take this
position. For example, about a
quarter of both Muslims and
religiously unaffiliated people in

12
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Strong association, especially in Orthodox-majority
countries, between religion and national identity

% who say being Orthodox/Catholic is very or somewhat
important to truly share their national identity

Median results of surveyed countries

Orthodox countries = 70%

Catholic countries 57

Among those in Orthodox-majority countries, % who say being Orthodox is
very or somewhat important to truly be a national of their country

Armenia = 82%

Georgia 81
Serbia = 78
Greece 76

Romania 74

Bulgaria = g6
Moldova = 63
Russia = 57
Ukraine = 51
Belarus = 45

Among those in Catholic-majority countries, % who say being Catholic is
very or somewhat important to truly be a national of their country

Poland 4%

Croatia 58
Lithuania s
Hungary 43

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe’

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Russia say it is important to be Russian Orthodox in order to be “truly Russian.”

www.pewresearch.org
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In Orthodox-majority countries, majorities say their
In addition, people living in culture is superior

predominanﬂy Orthodox countries are % who completely/mostly agree with the statement, “Our people
. 1. . . are not perfect, but our culture is superior to others.”
more inclined than others in the region to

. . . Median results of surveyed countries
say their culture “is superior to others” Y

and to describe themselves as “very

™

All countries &8

proud” of their national identity. Orthodox countries. NR

Catholic, religiously =~ 485
mixed, unaffiliated

Many of the predominantly Orthodox countries
countries surveyed have centuries-old '

Among those in Orthodox-majority countries
national churches, such as the Greek

Orthodox Church, Russian Orthodox
Church and Armenian Apostolic Church,
and there is popular support for these
institutions to play a large role in public
life.¢ Across all the Orthodox-majority
countries surveyed, a median of 56% favor

Greece = B9%
Georgia 85
Armenia 84
Bulgaria = g9

Russia = 89

Romania | 66

. . . Serbi 65
state funding for their national churches. e
. . Mold
And a median of 42% say their governments oo .
should promote religious values and beliefs. elarvs R
Ukraine 41

In Catholic-majority countries, there is

greater support for separation of religion _ o _
Among those in Catholic-majority countries

from the state, with a median of just 41%

Poland 55%
who back state funding of churches and Hungary [
28% in favor of governments promoting croatia (BN
religious values and beliefs. Ltrwania B

v . .. Among those in religiously mixed countries
The political — and sometimes religious —

Bosnia 68%
map of Central and Eastern Europe has Latvio B
atvia
been redrawn numerous times over the .
Estonia 23

centuries. Russia, whether as a synonym
’ ynony Among those in majority religiously unaffiliated countries

for the czarist empire or the USSR, has
played a pivotal role in defining the

Czech Republic = 55%

political and cultural boundaries of the

region.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

6 Most of the national churches in the countries surveyed are part of Eastern Orthodoxy. However, the Armenian Apostolic Church is not
formally in communion with the Eastern Orthodox churches; rather, it is part of Oriental Orthodoxy, which includes the Coptic Orthodox Church
of Alexandria (Egypt) and the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, among others.

www.pewresearch.org
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Today, many Orthodox Christians — and not only Russian Orthodox Christians — express pro-
Russia views. Most see Russia as an important buffer against the influence of the West, and many
say Russia has a special obligation to protect not only ethnic Russians, but also Orthodox
Christians in other countries.” In Catholic-majority and religiously mixed countries across the
region, there is much less public support for a strong Russia as a counterweight to the West and a
protector of either ethnic Russians or Orthodox Christians outside Russia’s borders.

In many ways, then, the return of religion since the fall of the Berlin Wall and the breakup of the
Soviet Union has played out differently in the predominantly Orthodox countries of Eastern
Europe than it has among the heavily Catholic or mixed-religious populations further to the West.
In the Orthodox countries, there has been an upsurge of religious identity, but levels of religious
practice are comparatively low. And Orthodox identity is tightly bound up with national identity,
feelings of pride and cultural superiority, support for linkages between national churches and
governments, and views of Russia as a bulwark against the West.

Meanwhile, in such historically Catholic countries as Poland, Hungary, Lithuania and the Czech
Republic, there has not been a marked rise in religious identification since the fall of the USSR; on
the contrary, the share of adults in these countries who identify as Catholic has declined. But levels
of church attendance and other measures of religious observance in the region’s Catholic-majority
countries are generally higher than in their Orthodox neighbors (although still low in comparison
with many other parts of the world). The link between religious identity and national identity is
present across the region but somewhat weaker in the Catholic-majority countries. And politically,
the Catholic countries tend to look West rather than East: Far more people in Poland, Hungary,
Lithuania and Croatia say it is in their country’s interest to work closely with the U.S. and other
Western powers than take the position that a strong Russia is necessary to balance the West.

7 Statistical analysis shows that Orthodox Christian identity is associated with pro-Russian views on these questions, even controlling for age,
gender, education, country of residence and ethnic Russian identity. For more discussion of views of Russia, see chapter 7.

www.pewresearch.org
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Majorities in Orthodox countries look to Russia
to counter the West

% who completely or mostly agree with the statement, “A strong
Russia is necessary to balance the influence of the West”

Median results of surveyed countries

All countries SS=v4A

Orthodox countries

Catholic, religiously
mixed, unaffiliated
countries

Among those in Orthodox-majority countries

Russia
Armenia
Serbia
Belarus
Greece
Moldova
Bulgaria
Georgia
Romania

Ukraine

Among those in Catholic-majority countries

Croatia 50%
Hungary 44
Lithuania 34
Poland 34

Among those in religiously mixed countries

Bosnhia 55%
Latvia 40
Estonia 34

Among those in majority religiously unaffiliated countries

Czech Republic

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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What is a median?

On some questions throughout this report, median percentages are reported to help readers see overall patterns.
The median is the middle number in a list of figures sorted in ascending or descending order. In a survey of 18
countries, the median result is the average of the ninth and 10th on a list of country-level findings ranked in order.

In addition to looking at medians based on all of the survey’s respondents across 18 countries, this report
sometimes refers to the median among a specific subset of respondents and/or countries. For example, in 13
countries, the number of Orthodox Christians surveyed is large enough to be analyzed and broken out separately.
The regional median for Orthodox Christians is the seventh-highest result when the findings solely among Orthodox
respondents in those 13 countries are listed from highest to lowest.

www.pewresearch.org
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These are among the key findings of the Pew Research Center survey, which was conducted from
June 2015 to July 2016 through face-to-face interviews in 17 languages with more than 25,000
adults ages 18 and older in 18 countries. The study, funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts and the
John Templeton Foundation, is part of a larger effort by Pew Research Center to understand
religious change and its impact on societies around the world. The Center previously has
conducted religion-focused surveys across sub-Saharan Africa; the Middle East-North Africa
region and many other countries with large Muslim populations; Latin America and the
Caribbean; Israel; and the United States.

While there is no consensus over the exact boundaries of Central and Eastern Europe, the new
survey spans a vast area running eastward from the Czech Republic and Poland to Russia, Georgia
and Armenia, and southward from the Baltic States to the Balkans and Greece. (See map on page
18.) Over the centuries, nationhood, politics and religion have converged and diverged in the
region as empires have risen and crumbled and independence has been lost and regained.

Most of the countries surveyed were once ruled by communist regimes, either aligned or not
aligned with Moscow. But Greece remained outside the Iron Curtain and became allied with
Western Europe after World War II. In this respect, Greece offers a useful point of comparison
with other Orthodox-majority countries in the region. It is both of the West and of the East. For
example, Greeks report relatively low levels of religious practice, while expressing strong feelings
of cultural superiority and national pride — similar to respondents in other Orthodox-majority
countries surveyed. But Greeks also differ: For instance, they are more supportive of democracy
and less socially conservative than neighbors in majority-Orthodox countries.

Central and Eastern Europe includes a few Muslim-majority countries. Pew Research Center
previously surveyed them as part of a study of Muslims around the world. For more on these
countries, see the sidebar on page 48.

The survey does not include several Christian-majority countries in Central and Eastern Europe:
Macedonia, Montenegro and Cyprus, which have Orthodox majorities, and Slovakia and Slovenia,
which are predominantly Catholic.

In addition to asking questions about religious identity, beliefs and practices and national identity,

the survey probed respondents’ views on social issues, democracy, the economy, religious and
ethnic pluralism and more.
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Religious majorities in Central and Eastern Europe
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Political affiliations of surveyed countries
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Orthodox Christians make up majority in the region

Overall, an estimated 57% of people
living in the region surveyed identify as
Orthodox.8 This includes large
majorities in 10 countries, including
Russia, Ukraine, Greece, Romania and
several others. Orthodox Christians also
form significant minorities in Bosnia
(35%), Latvia (31%) and Estonia (25%).

Catholics make up about 18% of the
region’s population, including majorities
of adults in Poland, Croatia, Lithuania
and Hungary.

The next largest group, at 14% of the
region’s population, is the religiously
unaffiliated — people who identify as
atheist, agnostic or “nothing in
particular.” The religiously unaffiliated
make up a solid majority (72%) of adults
in the Czech Republic and a plurality
(45%) in Estonia.

Protestants are a smaller presence in the
region, though in some countries they
are sizable minorities. In Estonia and
Latvia, for example, roughly one-in-five
adults identify as Lutheran. And 13% of
Hungarians identify with the
Presbyterian/Reformed Church.

8 The estimated regional religious distribution includes some countries not surveyed as part of this study. These include Albania, Kosovo,
Montenegro, Macedonia, Slovakia and Slovenia. Regional estimates include adults and children. They are based on Pew Research Center’s
2015 report “The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050” and Pew Research Center’'s 2011 report “Global

Religious landscape of Central and Eastern Europe

% who identify as ...
Orthodox

Christian Catholic

Orthodox majority

Moldova 92%
Greece 90
Armenia 89
Georgia 89
Serbia 88
Romania 86
Ukraine 78
Bulgaria 75
Belarus 73
Russia 71

Catholic majority

Poland 1%
Croatia 4
Lithuania 3
Hungary <1
Religiously mixed
Estonia 25%
Bosnia 35
Latvia 31

Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Rep. 1%

<1%
<1
1
1
4
5
10
1
12
<1

87%
84
75
56

1%

23

21%

Muslim Unaffiliated

<1%
2
<1
9
2
<1
<1
15
<1
10

<1%

<1
<1

<1%
52
<1

<1%

2%

45%

21

72%

Other/
DK/ref.

6%=100%

5%

17
22

29%

25

6%

Note: 13% of respondents in Hungary identify as Presbyterian. In Estonia and Latvia, 20%
and 19%, respectively, identify as Lutherans. And in Lithuania, 14% say they are “just a
Christian” and do not specify a particular denomination. They are included in the “other”

category.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for

details.
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Christianity - A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Christian Population.” Estimates from these reports draw heavily on 2010

and 2000 rounds of country censuses, which yielded slightly different results than our more recent 2015-2016 surveys.
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Sidebar: What other surveys have shown about religion in Central and Eastern Europe
Since the early 1990s, several survey organizations

have sought to measure religious affiliation in parts of
Central and Eastern Europe, among them the Since 1991, substantial rise in share of
International Social Survey Program (ISSP), New Orthodox Christians in Russia

Russia Barometer, New Europe Barometer, New
Baltic Barometer and the Center for the Study of
Public Policy at the University of Strathclyde. Some of

% who identify as ...

61% Orthodox
these polls also have asked about belief in God and 72
frequency of church attendance. 31 Unaffiliated
18
While most of these surveys cover Russia, data 1 Other religions "6
showing trends over time in other Orthodox countries 1991 1998 5008

since the 1990s are scarce. And because of major ) ) ,
Source: International Social Survey Programme. Don’t know/refused

differences in question wording, as well as widely responses not shown.
differing methodological approaches to sampling This chart was included in Pew Research Center’s February 2014
report “Russians Return to Religion, But Not to Church.”

minority populations, the surveys arrive at varying
estimates of the size of different religious groups,
including Orthodox Christians, Catholics, Muslims and
people with no religious affiliation.® On the whole, though, they point to a sharp revival of religious identity in
Russia beginning in the early 1990s, after the fall of the Soviet Union. For example, ISSP surveys conducted in
Russia in 1991, 1998 and 2008 show the share of Orthodox Christians more than doubling from 31% to 72%,
while at the same time, the share of religiously unaffiliated adults declined from a majority in 1991 (61%) to 18%
in 2008.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

9 Differences between ESS, ISSP and Pew Research Center surveys can be attributed, at least in part, to differences in question wording. ESS
uses a two-step question: Respondents first are asked if they have a religion, and then, if they say “yes,” they are asked a follow-up question
about which religious tradition they follow. This question wording typically yields smaller share of religiously affiliated adults. Still, in the ESS
surveys conducted in Russia between 2006 and 2012, the Orthodox share of the population has hovered between 40% and 50%. In Ukraine
and Bulgaria, Orthodox Christians have formed a slim majority since the mid-2000s.

Pew Research Center surveys and ISSP use a one-step question: Respondents are asked what religion they have, if any, and are immediately
presented a list of options. Typically, this wording yields a higher share of people who identify with some religion. But Pew Research Center
surveys show similar trends over time as ESS surveys do. The share of Orthodox adults in Bulgaria, Ukraine and Russia has not varied
significantly in recent years.
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Some of the more recent surveys suggest that this Orthodox revival has slowed or leveled off in the last decade or
so. For example, European Social Survey (ESS) polls show a relatively stable share of Orthodox Christians in
Russia, Bulgaria and Ukraine since about 2006, as illustrated in the accompanying chart, and Pew Research

Center polls show a similar trend.

At the same time, surveys indicate
that the shares of adults engaging
in religious practices have
remained largely stable since the
fall of the Soviet Union. In Russia,
according to New Russia
Barometer surveys, approximately
as many religiously affiliated
adults said they attended church
monthly in 2007 (12%) as in
1993 (11%).

In Catholic-majority countries,
church attendance rates may
even have declined, according to
some surveys. For instance, in
New Baltic Barometer surveys
conducted in Lithuania, 25% of
adults said they attended church

In recent years, Orthodox shares fairly stable

% who identify as Orthodox Christians in ...

709
& 64 Bulgaria g2
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Source: European Social Survey (ESS).
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at least once a month in 2004, down from 35% in 1993.
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Few people attend church, but most believe in God

Even though relatively few people in many
countries across Central and Eastern Europe
say they attend church weekly, a median of
86% across the 18 countries surveyed say they
believe in God. This includes more than nine-
in-ten in Georgia (99%), Armenia (95%),
Moldova (95%), Romania (95%) and Bosnia
(94%). The Czech Republic and Estonia are the
two biggest exceptions to this pattern; in both
places, fewer than half (29% and 44%,
respectively) say they believe in God.

Overall, people in Central and Eastern Europe
are somewhat less likely to say they believe in
God than adults previously surveyed in Africa
and Latin America, among whom belief is
almost universal. Still, across this region —
with its unique history of state-supported
atheism and separation of religion from public
life — it is striking that the vast majority of
adults express belief in God.

Lower percentages across Central and Eastern
Europe — though still majorities in about half
the countries — believe in heaven (median of
59%) and hell (median of 54%). Across the
countries surveyed, Catholics tend to express
higher levels of belief in heaven and hell than
do Orthodox Christians.

Belief in fate (i.e., that the course of one’s life
is largely or wholly preordained) and the
existence of the soul also are fairly common —

Large majorities of adults in most
Central and Eastern European countries
believe in God

% who say they believe in God

Georgia [ o0y
Armenia _ 95
Moldova [ o5
Romania _ 95
Greece _ 92
Serbia _ 87
Croatia _ 86
Poland [ s6
Ukraine _ 86
Belarus _ 84
Bulgaria [ 77
Lithuania _ 76
Russia _ 75
Latvia [N 71
Hungary _ 59
Estonia - 44

Czech Republic - 29

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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at least half of adults express these beliefs in nearly every country surveyed. Even among people

who do not identify with a religion, substantial shares say they believe in fate and the soul. In the
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Czech Republic, where just three-in-ten people (29%) say they believe in God, higher shares
express belief in fate (43%) and the existence of the soul (44%).

www.pewresearch.org
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Sidebar: Religion in the Czech Republic, Central and Eastern Europe’s most secular
country

The Czech Republic stands out in this report as the only country surveyed where most adults are religiously
unaffiliated. When asked about their religion, 72% of Czech respondents identify as atheist, agnostic or “nothing
in particular,” and roughly two-thirds (66%) say they do not believe in God. Given that other countries in Central
and Eastern Europe emerged from communist rule with much higher levels of religious affiliation, this raises the
question: Why aren’t Czechs more religious?

For clues, scholars have looked to the past, identifying a pattern of Czech distaste for the pressures emanating
from religious and secular authorities. This goes back as far as 1415, when followers of Jan Hus, a priest in
Bohemia (now part of the Czech Republic), separated from the Roman Catholic Church after Hus was burned at
the stake for heresy.

Throughout the 15th century, in a precursor of sorts to the Protestant Reformation, these so-called “Hussites”
gained enough influence that the vast majority of the Czech population no longer identified as Catholic.1° But
after the Thirty Years’ War (1618 to 1648), this break from Catholicism reversed itself when the Catholic Austro-
Hungarian Empire fiercely repressed the Hussites and other Protestants and forcibly re-Catholicized the area.
While the region would become overwhelmingly Catholic, historians argue that the repression of this period
reverberates to the present day in the collective Czech memory, casting the Catholic Church as an overly
privileged partner of foreign occupiers.

Anticlericalism surged in the years of Czech independence after World War |, with the country’s Catholic
population declining by an estimated 1.5 million people, half of whom did not join another denomination.11 After
World War Il, the Soviet-influenced regime, which was officially atheist, furthered this disaffiliation.

Openness to religion briefly spiked after the fall of communism, though evidence suggests this may have been
mostly a political statement against the communist regime, and since the early 1990s, the share of Czechs who
say they have a religious affiliation has declined.12

10 Clark, Elizabeth A. 1996. “Church-State Relations in the Czech Republic: Past Turmoil and Present Transformation.” BYU Law Review.
11 Hamplova, Dana and Zdenék Nespor. 2009. “Invisible Religion in a ‘Non-believing’ Country: The Case of the Czech Republic.” Social
Compass.

12 Hamplova, Dana and Zdenék Nespor. 2009. “Invisible Religion in a ‘Non-believing’ Country: The Case of the Czech Republic.” Social
Compass.
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Relatively few people in the region pray daily

Despite the high levels of belief in God
throughout most of the region, daily prayer is
not the norm in Central and Eastern Europe.
For instance, just 17% of Russians and 27% of
both Poles and Serbians say they pray at least
once a day. By comparison, more than half of
U.S. adults (55%) say they pray every day.

People in the region are much more likely to
take part in other religious practices, such as
having icons or other holy figures in their
homes or wearing religious symbols (such as a
cross). And very high shares of both Catholics
and Orthodox Christians in virtually every
country surveyed say they have been baptized.

For more on religious practices, see Chapter 2.

Fewer than half of adults in Central and
Eastern Europe say they pray daily
% who say they pray daily
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Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Conservative views on sexuality Homosexuality widely seen as morally wrong

and gender % who say homosexual behavior is morally wrong

Opposition to homosexuality Median results of surveyed countries

th hout th i . §

I r;ll'IgUoSu ; region " All countries \\\W
n the U.5. and many other Orthodox countries | 84

ntri le who are mor
COI.l .t €S, peopie who are more Catholic, religiously - 58
religious generally have more mixed, unaffiliated
conservative views on social issues countries
such as homosexuality and

abortion. While this pattern is also

Among those in Orthodox-majority countries

seen within individual countries in Armenia | 98%

Central and Eastern Europe, the Moldova | 91
most religious countries in the Georgia = 90
region (by conventional measures Belarus | 88
such as overall rates of church
. Russia 85
attendance) are not necessarily the
Ukraine = 83

most socially conservative.

Romania = 82

For example, although levels of Serbia | 69
church attendance and prayer are Bulgaria [JE8
relatively low in Orthodox-majority

Greece | 51

Russia, 85% of Russians overall say

homosexual behavior is morally
wrong. Even among religiously Among those in Catholic-majority countries

unaffiliated Russians, three- Lithuania  72%

quarters say homosexuality is Hungary 53
morally wrong and 79% say society Croatia 49
should not accept it. Poland 48

By contrast, in Catholic-majority Among those in religiously mixed countries

Poland, where the population as a Bosnia  81%

whole is more religiously observant, Latvia = 68

only about half of adults (48%) say Estonia 64

homosexuality is morally wrong. Among those in majority religiously unaffiliated countries

Roughly four-in-ten Catholic Poles Czech Republic | 21%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.
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(41%) say society should accept homosexuality.

This pattern, in which Orthodox countries are more socially conservative even though they may be
less religious, is seen throughout the region.

Young adults somewhat more liberal on
homosexuality, same-sex marriage Higher acceptance of legal gay
marriage among younger adults

% who favor/strongly favor allowing gays and lesbians
to marry legally

Across the region, younger people (that is,
adults under 35) are less opposed to
homosexuality and more inclined than their

. Ages 18-34 35+ Difference

elders to favor legal gay marriage. Greece 45% 19% +26
Czech Republic 77 60 +17
But even among younger people, the prevailing  Hungary 39 23 +16
view is that homosexuality is morally wrong, Estonia 34 19 +15
and relatively few young adults (except in the Poland 42 28 +14
Czech Republic) favor gay marriage. In some Latvia 24 12 +12
countries, there is little or no difference Serbia_ 21 ° *12
between the views of younger and older adults B_u"g’a”é 26 15 11
. . . Lithuania 20 9 +11
on these issues. For example, in Ukraine, Romania 33 23 +10
younger people are about as likely as their Belarus 29 14 +8
elders to favor legal gay marriage (11% vs. 7%). Bosnia 17 11 +6
Russia 9 3 +6

Moldova 8 3 +5

Ukraine 11 7 +4

Croatia 33 30 +3

Armenia 4 3 +1

Georgia 3 3 0

Note: Only responses for favor or strongly favor “allowing gays and
lesbians to marry legally” shown. Statistically significant differences
are highlighted in bold.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Many in Orthodox countries
associate women with traditional
roles

People in Orthodox-majority
countries are more likely than
those elsewhere in the region to
hold traditional views of gender
roles — such as women having a
social responsibility to bear
children and wives being
obligated to obey their husbands.

Along these same lines, roughly
four-in-ten or more adults in
most Orthodox-majority
countries say that when
unemployment is high, men
should have more rights to a job.
In the eight non-Orthodox
countries surveyed, the share that
holds this view ranges from 19%
in Estonia to 39% in Bosnia.
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In Orthodox-majority countries, more people express
traditional views of gender norms in marriage

% who agree/strongly agree with the statement, “A wife must

always obey her husband”

Median results of surveyed countries
All countries m
Orthodox countries = 42
Catholic, religiously | 25
mixed, unaffiliated
countries
Among those in Orthodox-majority countries
Armenia = 82%
Romania = 72
Georgia 54
Moldova = 46
Belarus = 43
Ukraine = 41
Russia = 36
Greece 34
Serbia 34

Bulgaria 31

Among those in Catholic-majority countries
Poland 26%
Hungary 25
Lithuania 24

Croatia 20

Among those in religiously mixed countries
Bosnia 36%
Latvia 26

Estonia 18

Among those in majority religiously unaffiliated countries
Czech Republic = 21%
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.

See Methodology for details.
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Russia’s regional influence

Many see Moscow patriarch as
highest authority of Orthodoxy

Many Orthodox Christians across
the region look toward Russian
religious leadership. While there is
no central authority in Orthodox
Christianity akin to the pope in
Catholicism, Patriarch Bartholomew
I of Constantinople is often referred
to as the “first among equals” (in
Latin, “primus inter pares”) in his
spiritual leadership of the Greek
Orthodox and other Orthodox
Christians around the world.*s But
Greece is the only country surveyed
where a majority of Orthodox
Christians say they view the
patriarch of Constantinople as the
highest authority in Orthodoxy.

Substantial shares of Orthodox
Christians — even outside Russia —
see the patriarch of Moscow
(currently Kirill) as the highest
authority in the Orthodox Church,
including roughly half or more not
only in Estonia and Latvia, where
about three-in-four Orthodox
Christians identify as ethnic
Russians, but also in Belarus and
Moldova, where the vast majority of
Orthodox Christians are not ethnic
Russians.
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Stronger support for patriarch of Moscow than
patriarch of Constantinople

% of Orthodox Christians who say they recognize the patriarch of
as the highest authority of the Orthodox Church

69% Moscow

Russia 4 Constantinople

Estonia

Latvia

Moldova
Bosnia

Armenia
10

Serbia 4
Ukraine = 7

Bulgaria

Greece 56

Georgia | 1
93

*In Armenia, Georgia, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria and Greece many respondents
volunteered their national patriarch as the highest authority of the Orthodox
Church. In Ukraine, respondents were also offered “patriarch of Kiev” as a
response, and many respondents also volunteered “the metropolitan of Kiev and
all Ukraine.” These responses are combined.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.

See Methodology for details.
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13 See, for example, Wunner, Bill. Aug. 27, 2010. “The last Orthodox patriarch in Turkey?” CNN. Also see Roudometof, Victor, Alexander

Agadjanian and Jerry Pankhurst, eds. “Eastern Orthodoxy in a Global Age: Tradition Faces the 21st Century.”
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In countries such as Armenia, Serbia and Ukraine, many people regard the national patriarchs as
the main religious authorities. But even in these three nations, roughly one-in-six or more

Orthodox Christians say the patriarch of Moscow is the highest authority in Orthodoxy — despite

the fact that the overwhelming majority of Orthodox Christians in these countries do not self-

identify as ethnic Russians or with the Russian Orthodox
Church.

Should Russia protect Orthodox Christians outside its borders?

In addition to having the largest Orthodox Christian population
in the world (more than 100 million), Russia plays central
cultural and geopolitical roles in the region. In all but one
Orthodox-majority country surveyed, most adults agree with
the notion that Russia has an obligation to protect Orthodox
Christians outside its borders.

The lone exception is Ukraine, which lost effective control over
Crimea to Russia in 2014 and is still engaged in a conflict with
pro-Russian separatists in the eastern part of the country. Yet,
even outside the territories in conflict, more than a third of
Ukrainian adults (38%) say Russia has an obligation to protect
Orthodox Christians in other countries. (For a more detailed
explanation of ethnic and religious divides in Ukraine, see page

33.)

Russians generally accept this role; 72% of Russians agree that
their country has an obligation to protect Orthodox Christians
in other countries. But this sense of national responsibility or
bond with Orthodox Christians outside Russia’s borders does
not necessarily extend to a personal level. Just 44% of Orthodox
Christians in Russia say they feel a strong bond with other
Orthodox Christians around the world, and 54% say they
personally feel a special responsibility to support other
Orthodox Christians.

www.pewresearch.org

In Orthodox-majority
countries, widespread
support for Russia
protecting Orthodox
Christians

% who say, “Russia has an
obligation to protect Orthodox
Christians outside its borders”

Armenia 79%
Serbia 74
Russia 72

Greece 69
Romania 65
Moldova 63

Belarus 62

Georgia 62

Bulgaria 56

Ukraine 38

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.
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Ethnic Russians say Russia has an obligation to protect them

The survey also asked respondents whether Russia has an
obligation to protect ethnic Russians living outside its borders. 4

Several former Soviet republics have ethnic Russian minority
populations. For example, 31% of adults surveyed in Latvia
describe themselves as ethnically Russian, as do 25% in Estonia
and 8% of those surveyed in Ukraine.s Most ethnic Russians in
these countries identify as Orthodox Christians. And in all three
of these countries, clear majorities of ethnic Russians agree that
Russia has a responsibility to protect them.

Russians generally accept this responsibility, with 77% agreeing
that Russia has an obligation to protect ethnic Russians living in
other countries.

In the other Orthodox-majority countries surveyed, no more
than 6% of all respondents identify as ethnic Russians. But still,
in some of these places, solid majorities agree Russia has an
obligation to protect people of Russian ethnicity living outside its

Ethnic Russians agree
Russia has responsibility
to protect them

% of ethnic Russians who
agree/disagree Russia has an
obligation to protect ethnic Russians
living outside its borders

Among ethnic

Russians in ... Agree Disagree
Estonia 76% 16%
Latvia 70 23
Ukraine 63 30
Russia (general

population) 7 13

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.
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borders, including 86% in Serbia and 62% in Georgia. Once again, fewer Ukrainians (38%) agree

with this view.

14 At the time of the demise of the Soviet Union, approximately 25 million ethnic Russians were living outside Russia’s borders. During the
Soviet era, many Russians moved to the Baltics for a higher standard of living or southward for warmer climates; sometimes, the government
incentivized or forced Russians to move to other Soviet republics for political reasons, to exile them or to use skilled Russian labor in specified
industries. After the fall of the USSR, these and other ethnic Russians living in former Soviet republics lacked their previous formal links to
Russia and lived as an ethnic minority in their countries. See Flynn, Moya. 2004. “Migrant Resettlement in the Russian Federation:
Reconstructing Homes and Homelands.” Also see Kolstg, Pal. 1993. “The New Russian Diaspora: Minority Protection in the Soviet Successor

States.” Journal of Peace Research.

15 While 8% of all respondents in Ukraine identified as ethnic Russians, this is likely an underestimate because three regions in eastern
Ukraine, known to have relatively high ethnic Russian populations (Luhansk, Donetsk and Crimea), were excluded from the survey for security

reasons. See methodology on page 172 for full details.
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Sidebar: Ukraine divided between east and west

The survey results highlight an east-west divide within Ukraine. In the new survey, about seven-in-ten adults (69%)

in western Ukraine say it is in their country’s interest
to work closely with the United States and other
Western powers, compared with 53% in eastern
Ukraine. And adults in the western region are less
likely than easterners to see a conflict between
Ukraine’s “traditional values” and those of the West.

Eastern Ukrainians, meanwhile, are more likely to
favor a strong Russia on the world stage. Eastern
Ukrainians are more likely than Ukrainians in the
western part of the country to agree that “a strong
Russia is necessary to balance the influence of the
West” (29% vs. 17%). And more than half of adults
(54%) in eastern Ukraine say Russia has an obligation
to protect ethnic Russians outside its borders, while
just a quarter of adults in western Ukraine say this.

The survey also finds significant religious differences
between residents of the two parts of the country. For
example, people living in western Ukraine are more
likely than those in the east to attend church on a
weekKly basis, to say religion is very important in their

More adults in eastern than western
Ukraine look to Russia as protector of
ethnic Russians

% who say, “Russia has an obligation to protect ethnic
Russians outside its borders” by region of Ukraine

m Disagree m Agree

Note: Don’'t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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lives and to believe in God. In addition, nearly all Catholics in Ukraine live in the western part of the country, and
western Ukraine has a somewhat higher concentration of Orthodox Christians who identify with the Kiev
patriarchate than does eastern Ukraine. Even accounting for these religious differences, statistical analysis of the
survey results suggests that where Ukrainians live (east or west) is a strong determinant of their attitudes toward
Russia and the West - stronger than their religious affiliation, ethnicity, age, gender or level of education.

A similar political divide was found by Pew Research Center in a 2015 poll in Ukraine, which revealed that 56% of
Ukrainians living in the country’s western region blamed Russia for the violence in eastern Ukraine, compared
with only 33% of those living in the east.

Because of the security situation in eastern Ukraine, both the 2015 poll and the current poll exclude the
contested regions of Luhansk, Donetsk and Crimea. The surveys cover approximately 80% of Ukraine’s total
population, allowing for an analysis of east-west differences.

www.pewresearch.org
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Regional divisions in Ukraine
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Most people across the region say it is in their
country’s interest to work with the U.S. and the
West

In most Orthodox-majority countries,
Russia seen as buffer against West

% who completely/mostly agree the statement ...

People in Orthodox-majority countries tend to Itis in our
see Russia as an important buffer against the ,f,::,':sr{ tso

A strong Russia work closely

West, with most in these nations (with the is necessary to with the U.S.,

notable exception of Ukraine) saying that “a _ balance the  and other
influence of the =~ Western
strong Russia is necessary to balance the West powers Diff.
influence of the West.” Even in Greece, a country Orthodox majority
that is part of the European Union, 70% agree a Russia 85% o5% +30
strong Russia is needed to balance the West. Belarus 76 o6 +20
Serbia 80 61 +19
Armenia 83 66 +17
This sentiment is shared by considerably fewer Bulgaria 56 48 +8
people in Catholic and religiously mixed Greece 70 62 +8
countries in the region. Moldova 61 54 +7
Georgia 52 69 -17
At the same time, majorities in most countries Romania 52 82 -30
surveyed — Orthodox and non-Orthodox — also ~ Ukraine 22 62 -40
say it is in their country’s interest to work closely o
with the U.S. and other Western powers. Catho_"c majorfty
Croatia 50% 68% -18
Hungary 44 63 -19
People in Orthodox-majority countries tend to Poland 34 71 37
look more favorably toward Russian economic Lithuania 34 74 40
influence in the region. Larger shares of the
public in Orthodox countries than elsewhere say  Religiously mixed
Russian companies are having a good influence  Bosnia 55% 66% 11
over the way things are going in their country. Latvia 40 61 21
And across roughly half the Orthodox countries Estonia 34 2 38
surveyed, smaller shares say American o N
. . . . Majority religiously unaffiliated
companies have a good influence within their Czech Republic 49% 67% 18

borders than say the same about Russian
companies. Only in two Orthodox countries
(Ukraine and Romania) do more adults give
positive assessments of American companies
than of Russian ones.

In Estonia and Latvia, most self-identified ethnic

Note: All differences are statistically significant. Only responses for

“completely” or “mostly” agree are shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.

See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www.pewresearch.org



36
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Russians agree that a strong Russia is necessary to balance the influence of the West (71% and
64%, respectively). By contrast, among the rest of the populations in those countries, large shares
hold the opposite point of view: In Estonia, 70% of respondents who identify with other ethnicities
disagree that a strong Russia is needed to balance the influence of the West, as do 51% of Latvians
belonging to other ethnicities. (Just 29% of Latvians who are not ethnic Russians agree a strong
Russia is necessary to balance the influence of the West, while 20% do not take a clear position on
the issue.) In Ukraine, ethnic Russians are about twice as likely as ethnic Ukrainians to say a
strong Russia is necessary to counter the West, although ethnic Russians are closely divided on the
issue (42% agree vs. 41% disagree).

Ukraine also is the only country surveyed where ethnic Russians are about equally likely to say
American companies and Russian companies are having a good influence in their country. In
Estonia and Latvia, ethnic Russians are far more likely to rate favorably the influence of Russian
than American companies.

www.pewresearch.org
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Culture clash with West

I rt, the desire f t Russi . .
npa © desite lor a Strong 1ussia may owe Support for Russia as buffer against

West more widespread among those
who see value conflict with Western

to a perceived values gap with the West. Across
the region, people in Orthodox-majority
countries are more likely than those in

: - _ _ countries

Catholic-majority countries to agree with the % who agree that a strong Russia is necessary to

statement, “There is a conflict between our balance the influence of the West among those who ...

country’s traditional values and those of the Agree there is

West.” And respondents who agree with that coﬁf‘.'i?,ltu:,?th 2'3:%:: éﬂﬁ:ﬁc'f

statement also are more likely than those who :gﬁﬁ:ﬁ’:s Wizgl}’xfrsi:‘;'" Diff.

disagree to say a strong Russia is necessary to Romania 68% 38% +30

balance the influence of the West.16 Moldova 71 47 +24
Poland 46 22 +24
Ukraine 38 14 +24
Bosnia 65 43 +22
Croatia 66 44 +22
Czech Republic 62 40 +22
Georgia 60 38 +22
Serbia 86 66 +20
Estonia 48 29 +19
Hungary 58 40 +18
Russia 91 75 +16
Lithuania 44 29 +15
Greece 77 63 +14
Belarus 84 71 +13
Bulgaria 68 58 +10
Latvia 48 38 +10
Armenia 86 78 +8

Note: All differences are statistically significant. Only responses for
“completely” or “mostly” agree/disagree are shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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16 Regression analysis shows that even after controlling for age, gender, education, ethnic Russian identity, religious observance and country
of residence, the perception that there is a values conflict with the West and Orthodox religious affiliation are both strongly correlated with the
view that a strong Russia is needed to balance the influence of the West.
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Many in former Soviet republics regret the
Soviet Union’s demise

In former Soviet republics outside the Baltics,
there is a robust strain of nostalgia for the
USSR. In Moldova and Armenia, for example,
majorities say the dissolution of the Soviet
Union in 1991 was bad for their country. Even
in Ukraine, where an armed conflict with pro-
Russian separatists continues, about one-third
(34%) of the public feels this way.

By contrast, in the Baltic countries of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania the more widespread
view is that the USSR’s dissolution was a good
thing. (This question was asked only in
countries that were once a part of the Soviet
Union.)

In nearly every country, adults over the age of
50 (i.e., those who came of age during the
Soviet era) are more likely than younger adults
to say the dissolution of the Soviet Union has
been a bad thing for their country. Ethnicity
makes a difference as well: Ethnic Russians in
Ukraine, Latvia and Estonia are more likely
than people of other ethnicities in these
countries to say the dissolution of the Soviet
Union was a bad thing. In Latvia, for example,
53% of ethnic Russians say the dissolution of
the Soviet Union was a bad thing, compared
with 20% of all other Latvians.

Dissolution of USSR seen as a good
thing in Baltic countries, bad thing in
most other former Soviet republics
surveyed

% who say the dissolution of the Soviet Union has been a
good thing/bad thing for their country ...

Bad thing Good thing

Armenia 15%
Russia m
Moldova
Belarus
Georgia
Ukraine
Latvia
Lithuania
Estonia

Note: Data for Ukraine and Russia are from Pew Research Center’s
Spring 2015 Global Attitudes survey.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Nostalgia for the Soviet era also may be reflected in
people’s views of two political leaders — Josef Stalin
(who ruled from 1924 to 1953) and Mikhail Gorbachev
(general secretary of the Communist Party from 1985 to
1991). Neither man is viewed positively across the
region as a whole. But in several former Soviet
republics, including Russia and his native Georgia,
more people view Stalin favorably than view Gorbachev
favorably. Meanwhile, Gorbachev receives more
favorable ratings than Stalin does in the Baltic
countries, as well as in Poland, Hungary, Croatia and
the Czech Republic.

www.pewresearch.org

People in Georgia, Russia,
Armenia and Moldova more likely
to have a favorable view of Stalin
than Gorbachev

% who say played a very/mostly positive
role in history

Stalin Gorbachev Diff.
Higher shares rate Stalin positively

Georgia 57% 18% +39
Russia 58 22 +36
Armenia 38 13 +25
Moldova 36 24 +12
Serbia 25 20 +5

Stalin and Gorbachev about equally well-regarded
Bulgaria 33% 32% +1

Higher shares rate Gorbachev positively

Estonia 9% 56% -47
Hungary 9 54 -45
Poland 6 51 -45
Czech Republic 11 53 -42
Lithuania 8 48 -40
Croatia 7 46 -39
Latvia 11 39 -28
Romania 29 47 -18
Belarus 26 36 -10
Greece 16 25 -9

Bosnia 14 22 -8

Ukraine 16 22 -6

Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted
in bold.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18
countries. See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and
Eastern Europe”
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Many express doubts about democracy as
best form of government

Following the fall of the Iron Curtain and
collapse of the USSR, Western models of
democratic government and market
economies quickly spread across Central and
Eastern Europe. Elsewhere, Pew Research
Center has documented the wide range of
public reactions to political and economic
change between 1991 and 2009. Just as in that
study, the new survey finds many people
across the region harbor doubts about
democracy.

While the prevailing view in 11 of the 18
countries surveyed is that democracy is
preferable to any other form of government,
only in two countries — Greece (77%) and
Lithuania (64%) — do clear majorities say this.

In many countries across Central and Eastern
Europe, substantial shares of the public -
including roughly one-third or more of adults
in Bulgaria, Belarus, Russia and Moldova —
take the position that under some
circumstances, a nondemocratic government
is preferable.

This survey question offered a third option as
a response: “For someone like me, it doesn’t
matter what kind of government we have.”
Considerable shares of respondents in many
countries also take this position, including a
plurality in Serbia (43%), about a third in
Armenia (32%) and one-in-five Russians
(20%).

No regional consensus that democracy
is preferable to other forms of
government

% who say democracy is preferable to any other form of
government/in some circumstances a nondemocratic
government can be preferable

Nondemocratic
government

15%

Democracy

Greece

Lithuania
Georgia
Croatia
Armenia
Romania
Czech Republic
Hungary
Poland
Bosnia
Estonia
Bulgaria
Belarus
Ukraine
Latvia
Russia

Moldova

Serbia

Note: In addition to these response options, respondents were also
offered a third response option: “For someone like me, it doesn’t
matter what kind of government we have.” See topline for full
results.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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In Orthodox countries, more people support a role for the church in public life

People in Orthodox-majority
countries are more inclined than
those elsewhere in the region to
say their governments should
support the spread of religious
values and beliefs in the country
and that governments should
provide funding for their
dominant, national churches.

Roughly a third or more in
Orthodox countries say their
governments should support the
spread of religious values and
beliefs in their countries,
including a majority in Armenia
(59%) and roughly half in
Georgia (52%). Support for
government efforts to spread
religious values is considerably
lower in most Catholic countries
—in Poland, Croatia and
Hungary, majorities instead take
the position that religion should
be kept separate from
government policies.

In addition, even though
relatively few people in
Orthodox-majority countries in
the region say they personally
attend church on a weekly basis,
many more say their national
Orthodox Church should receive
government funding. In Russia,
for example, 50% say the

More people in Orthodox-majority countries say
governments should support spread of religious values

% who say government policies should support the spread
of religious values and beliefs in their country

Median results of surveyed countries
All countries W
Orthodox countries = 42

Catholic countries 28

Among those in Orthodox-majority countries
Armenia = 59%
Georgia = 52

Romania 46

Belarus = 42
Bulgaria 42
Russia = 42
Moldova = 36
Serbia 36
Ukraine | 36
Greece 34

Among those in Catholic-majority countries

Lithuania  43%

Hungary 2g
Croatia 97
Poland 25

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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Russian Orthodox Church should receive government funding, even though just 7% of Russians
say they attend services on a weekly basis. Similarly, 58% of Serbians say the Serbian Orthodox

Church should receive funds from
their government, while again, 7%
say they go to religious services
weekly.

By comparison, 28% of Poles and
about four-in-ten adults in Croatia,
Lithuania and Hungary support
government funding of the Catholic
Church in these Catholic-majority
countries.

Across several Orthodox- and
Catholic-majority countries, people
who do not identify with the
predominant religion (whether
Orthodoxy or Catholicism) are less
likely than others to support the
government spread of religious
values as well as public funding for
the church. For example, in Hungary,
just 19% of religiously unaffiliated
adults say the government should
fund the Catholic Church, compared
with about half of Catholics (51%).

But, in some cases, people in
religious minority groups are nearly
as likely as those in the majority to
say the government should
financially support the dominant
church. In Russia, for instance, 50%
of Muslims — compared to 56% of
Orthodox Christians — say the

In Orthodox-majority countries, higher support
for public funding of the church

% who say the national church should receive financial support
from the government

Median results of surveyed countries

All countries &W

Orthodox countries = 56

Catholic countries 41

Among those in Orthodox-majority countries

Georgia  82%
Moldova = 68
Armenia = 62
Romania =58
Serbia = 58
Bulgaria = 53
Russia = 50
Belarus = 44

Ukraine =38

Greece = 18

Among those in Catholic-majority countries
Lithuania 42%
Hungary 41
Croatia 40

Poland 28

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.
‘Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe’

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Russian Orthodox Church should receive funding from the state.
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Views on diverse vs. homogeneous societies

Mixed opinions on whether a diverse or homogeneous society is better

The survey also probed views on
religious and ethnic diversity.
Respondents were asked to
choose between two statements:
“It is better for us if society
consists of people from different
nationalities, religions and
cultures” or “It is better for us if
society consists of people from the
same nationality, and who have
the same religion and culture.”

Answers vary significantly across
the region, with large majorities in
countries that were part of the
former Yugoslavia (Bosnia, Serbia
and Croatia), which went through
ethnic and religious wars in the
1990s, saying that a multicultural
society is preferable.

Muslims tend to be more likely
than Orthodox Christians and
Catholics in the region to favor a
multicultural society.

No regional consensus on whether people are better
off living in a diverse or homogeneous society

% who say it is belter if sociely consists of people from
nationalities, religions and cultures

DIFFERENT

28

30
34
35
44
45
49
52
50
60
50
51
61
58
65
66
73

Armenia

29 Czech Rep.

Lithuania
Poland
Hungary
Estonia
Romania
Greece
Bulgaria
Belarus
Georgia
Latvia
Ukraine
Moldova
Russia
Croatia
Serbia

Bosnia

THE SAME

70
67
66
57
56
51
50
46
43
38
36
36
35
34
34
30
30
24

Note: Don’t know/refused responses not shown.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.

See Methodology for details.
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Varying levels of acceptance among Catholics, Orthodox and other groups

In addition to measuring broad attitudes toward diversity and pluralism, the survey also explored
opinions about a number of specific religious and ethnic groups in the region. For example, how
do the two largest religious groups in the region — Orthodox Christians and Catholics — view each
other?

To begin with, many members of both Christian traditions say that Roman Catholicism and
Eastern Orthodoxy have a lot in common. But the Orthodox-Catholic schism is nearly 1,000 years
old (it is conventionally dated to 1054, following a period of growing estrangement between the
Eastern patriarchates and the Latin Church of Rome). And some modern Orthodox leaders have
condemned the idea of reuniting with the Roman Catholic Church, expressing fears that liberal
Western values would supplant traditional Orthodox ones.

Today, few Orthodox Christians in the region say the two churches should be in communion again,
including as few as 17% in Russia and 19% in Georgia who favor reuniting with the Catholic
Church.

In countries that have significant Catholic and Orthodox populations, Catholics are, on balance,
more likely to favor communion between the two churches. In Ukraine, for example, about three-
quarters (74%) of Catholics favor reunification of Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, a
view held by only about one-third (34%) of the country’s Orthodox population. (See page 33 for an
explanation of Ukraine’s religious and ethnic divides.)

www.pewresearch.org
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In some cases, the estrangement between the
two Christian traditions runs deeper. The
survey asked Orthodox Christians and
Catholics whether they would be willing to
accept each other as fellow citizens of their
country, as neighbors or as family members.
In most countries, the vast majority of both
groups say they would accept each other as
citizens and as neighbors. But the survey
reveals at least some hesitation on the part of
both Orthodox Christians and Catholics to
accept the other as family members, with
Catholics somewhat more accepting of
Orthodox Christians than vice versa. In
Ukraine, where Catholics are a minority,
there is a particularly large gap on this issue
— 92% of Catholics say they would accept
Orthodox Christians as family members,
while far fewer Orthodox Christians (56%) in
Ukraine say they would accept Catholics into
their family.

Among both Orthodox and Catholics,
some hesitation about accepting the

other as a family member

Among Orthodox, % who say they would be willing to
accept Catholics in their family ...

Latvia
Estonia
Belarus

Bulgaria
Romania
Greece
Serbia
Ukraine
Bosnia
Armenia
Moldova
Russia

Georgia

31

87%
75
73
66
66
57
57
56
50
49
47
47

Among Catholics, % who say they would be willing to
accept Orthodox Christians in their family ...

Ukraine

Latvia

Belarus

Czech Republic
Croatia

Poland
Hungary
Lithuania

Bosnia

92%
87
73
68
66
66
59
53
49

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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The survey also posed similar questions about
three other religious or ethnic groups.
Respondents were asked whether they would be
willing to accept Jews, Muslims and Roma as
citizens of their country, neighbors and family.
The results of this battery of “social distance”
questions suggest that there is less acceptance, in
general, of these minorities in Central and
Eastern Europe.

Roma (also known as Romani or Gypsies, a term
some consider pejorative) face the lowest overall
levels of acceptance. Across all 18 countries
surveyed, a median of 57% of respondents say
they would be willing to accept Roma as fellow
citizens. Even lower shares say they would be
willing to accept Roma as neighbors (a median of
37%) or family members (median of 19%). There
is little or no difference between Catholics and

Across Central and Eastern Europe,
lower acceptance of Roma than other
groups

Median % across all countries who say they would be
willing to accept as ...

Orthodox Catholics Jews Muslims Roma

Family 68% 65% 42% 27% 19%
Neighbors 87 86 74 55 37
Citizens 89 89 80 65 57

Note: Respondents were asked about accepting members of
groups other than their own. For example, Orthodox respondents
were not asked about accepting other Orthodox as family
members, neighbors or citizens.

Questions about accepting Roma were not asked in areas where
interviewers expected to find Roma respondents.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Orthodox Christians when it comes to views of Roma.

On balance, acceptance of Jews is higher than of Muslims. But there are some differences in the
attitudes of the major Christian groups toward these minorities. Overall, Catholics appear more

willing than Orthodox Christians to accept Jews as family members.

On the other hand, Orthodox Christians are generally more inclined than Catholics across the

region to accept Muslims as fellow citizens and neighbors. This may reflect, at least in part, the

sizable Muslim populations in some countries that also have large Orthodox populations.

Orthodox-majority Russia has approximately 14 million Muslims, the largest Muslim population

in the region (in total number), and Bosnia has substantial populations of both Muslims and

Orthodox Christians, but fewer Catholics.

www.pewresearch.org
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On balance, acceptance of Jews higher among Catholics; acceptance of Muslims
higher among Orthodox

Median % across all countries who say they would be willing to accept as ...
Jews Muslims Roma
Among Among Among Among Among Among
Orthodox Catholics Orthodox  Catholics Orthodox Catholics
Family members 43% 56% 28% 15% 16% 18%
Neighbors 75 75 62 39 35 32
Citizens of their country 84 82 68 43 58 58

Note: Only countries with adequate sample sizes of Orthodox/Catholic respondents were included in median computations.
Questions about accepting Roma were not asked in areas where interviewers expected to find Roma respondents.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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People in Georgia and Armenia consistently show low levels of acceptance of all three groups as
family members compared with other countries in the region. Roughly a quarter in Georgia and
Armenia say they would be willing to accept Jews as family members. Acceptance of Muslims is
even lower in these countries — 16% of Georgian Orthodox Christians say they would be willing to
accept a Muslim family member, even though about one-in-ten Georgians (9%) are Muslim, and
just 5% of Armenian Orthodox Christians say they would be willing to accept a Muslim in their
family.

About one-in-ten people in Georgia and Armenia say they would be willing to accept Roma in their
family, compared with, for example, 30% in Moldova and 18% in Russia.

www.pewresearch.org
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Sidebar: Muslims in the former Soviet bloc

Pew Research Center previously polled Muslims in the former Soviet republics of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, as well as in the Balkan countries of Albania, Bosnia and Kosovo,
as part of a 2012 survey of Muslims in 40 countries around the world. Bosnia and Kazakhstan also were included
in the 2016 survey.1?

The 2012 survey found relatively low levels of religious belief and practice among Muslims in the former Soviet
bloc countries compared with Muslims elsewhere around the world.

No more than half of Muslims surveyed in Russia, the Balkans and in Central Asia say religion is very important in
their lives, compared with the vast majorities of Muslims living in the Middle East, South Asia, Southeast Asia and
Africa. Following the same pattern, fewer Muslims in most countries of the former Soviet bloc than elsewhere say
they practice core tenets of their faith, such as fasting during the holy month of Ramadan, or giving zakat (a
portion of their accumulated wealth to the needy). And considerably fewer in most countries favor making sharia
the official law of the land in their countries.

The current survey has large enough sample sizes of Muslims for analysis in Bosnia, Bulgaria, Georgia,
Kazakhstan and Russia. Muslims in Kazakhstan and Russia largely show levels of religious belief and observance
similar to those highlighted in the 2012 report. A lack of survey data dating back to the early 1990s on the
attitudes of Muslim publics makes it difficult to determine the extent to which these populations have
experienced religious revival since the fall of the Soviet Union.

Compared with the Christian populations in Russia, Kazakhstan and Bulgaria, Muslims are generally more
religiously observant; higher shares among Muslims than Christians in these countries say religion is “very
important” in their lives, report daily prayer and say they attend religious services at least weekly. But in Georgia,
where religious observance is higher among the general population than elsewhere in the region, Muslims are
about as likely as Christians to say they attend services weekly or consider religion “very important.” In fact,
Muslims in Georgia are less likely than Christians to say they pray daily.

In religiously mixed Bosnia, Muslims are more observant than the country’s Orthodox and Catholic populations,
and a higher share of Muslims say religion is “very important” in their lives in 2015 than in 2012.

17 Qverall results from both Bosnia and Kazakhstan are reported in the survey topline. However, Kazakhstan is not included in the analysis in
this report because it is in Central Asia, not Eastern or Central Europe.

www.pewresearch.org
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1. Religious affiliation

Orthodoxy is the dominant religion in Central and Eastern Europe, and the majority religion in 10
of the 18 countries surveyed. Overall, nearly six-in-ten people in the region (57%) identify with this
Christian tradition. Moldova and Greece have the highest Orthodox proportions in their
populations, while Russia and Ukraine — the two largest countries surveyed in terms of overall
population — have the largest Orthodox populations in absolute numbers.

The region also has sizable populations of Catholics and Muslims and notable shares of Lutherans
in some countries. The Czech Republic is the only country surveyed in which a majority of adults
say they are religiously unaffiliated (i.e., they describe their religion as atheist, agnostic or
“nothing in particular”).

The survey asked Christian respondents whether they view their religious identity primarily as a
matter of personal faith, a matter of family tradition or a matter of national culture. Responses
vary across different countries, but generally, the shares emphasizing ancestral and cultural
aspects of their religious identity are similar to or larger than the shares who stress the personal
faith aspect. Overall, Orthodox Christians are more likely than Catholics to say their religious
identity is primarily about national culture.

Large majorities of religiously affiliated adults in each country surveyed say they take pride in their
religious identity. Fewer, though close to half in most countries, say they feel strong bonds with
fellow members of their religious group around the world. Smaller percentages say religion is very
important in their personal lives.

Respondents in former Soviet republics are more likely to say religion is important to them now
than to say it mattered to their families when they were children; in other countries surveyed, on
balance, more people say religion was important to them growing up than say it is important to
them now. Similarly, when asked about religion on a national level, in most countries that were
part of the officially atheist USSR, higher shares say their country is at least somewhat religious
now than say it was as religious in the 1970s and 1980s.

Most adults in the countries surveyed say they were raised in the religion with which they
currently identify (or with no religion, if they are now unaffiliated). To the extent that people have
changed religions, or have joined a religion after being raised without one, they have tended to
become Orthodox. In Belarus, Russia and Ukraine, many adults now say they are Orthodox after
having been raised with no religion — a change likely connected to the fall of the Soviet Union —
while far fewer have become religious “nones” after being raised Orthodox.
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On the other hand, in the Czech Republic, and to a lesser extent in Poland, there has been a shift
away from Catholicism. Net losses for Catholics in the Czech Republic have meant net gains for
the ranks of the religiously unaffiliated.
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A highly varied religious landscape

Central and Eastern Europe is home to three-quarters of the world’s Orthodox population.!8
Orthodox Christians make up 57% of the region’s population, and form religious majorities among
adults in 10 of the countries included in this survey.»9 Russia and Ukraine have the largest
populations of Orthodox Christians in absolute terms — approximately 100 million and 35 million,
respectively. Moldova (92%), Greece (90%), Georgia (89%), Armenia (89%) and Romania (86%)
have the highest percentages of Orthodox Christians in their adult populations.

Still, the region’s religious landscape is diverse. Four of the 18 countries surveyed have Catholic
majorities: Poland (87% Catholic), Croatia (84%), Lithuania (75%) and Hungary (56%). In these
countries, relatively few adults identify as Orthodox.

In one country, the Czech Republic, a majority of the adult population (72%) claims no religious
affiliation — the highest share, by far, of any country surveyed. Roughly one-in-five Czechs (21%)
are Catholic. (For more details, see sidebar on religion in the Czech Republic in this report’s
Overview.)

Three countries — Bosnia, Estonia and Latvia — are so religiously diverse that no single group
forms a clear majority. All three have sizable Orthodox minorities (35% in Bosnia, 25% in Estonia
and 31% in Latvia). Latvia and Estonia also have substantial populations of Lutherans and
religiously unaffiliated people; in fact, a plurality of Estonians (45%) are religious “nones.” Nearly
a quarter of Latvians (23%) are Catholic. And, in Bosnia, about half of adults (52%) are Muslim
and 8% are Catholic.

18 Most other Orthodox Christians live in the Middle East and Africa, most notably in Ethiopia and Egypt.

19 The estimated regional religious distribution includes some countries not surveyed as part of this study. These include Albania, Kosovo,
Montenegro, Macedonia, Slovakia and Slovenia. The regional estimate includes adults and children. It is based on Pew Research Center’s
2015 report “The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-2050” and Pew Research Center’s 2011 report “Global
Christianity - A Report on the Size and Distribution of the World’s Christian Population.” Estimates from these reports draw heavily on 2010
and 2000 rounds of country censuses, which yielded slightly different results than our more recent 2015-2016 surveys.
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http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/
http://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/
http://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/

52
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Most Central and Eastern European countries have Orthodox majorities

% who identify as ...

Other Other

Orthodox Catholic Christian Muslim religion Unaffiliated
Orthodox-majority countries % % % % % %
Moldova 92 <1 6 <1 0 2
Greece 90 <1 3 2 <1 4
Georgia 89 1 1 9 <1 <1
Armenia 89 1 7 <1 1 2
Serbia 88 1 2 <1 4
Romania 86 5 7 <1 1 1
Ukraine 78 10 4 <1 <1 7
Bulgaria 75 1 4 15 <1 5
Belarus 73 12 9 <1 2 3
Russia 71 <1 2 10 1 15
Catholic-majority countries
Poland 1 87 3 <1 <1
Croatia 4 84 3 2 <1
Lithuania 3 75 16 <1 1 6
Hungary <1 56 20 <1 1 21
Religiously mixed countries
Bosnia 35 8 1 52 <1 3
Estonia 25 1 25 <1 2 45
Latvia 31 23 23 <1 1 21
Majority-unaffiliated countries
Czech Republic 1 21 4 <1 1 72

Note: In Estonia and Latvia, substantial shares identify as Lutherans. In Hungary, many Christians identity as Presbyterian/Reformed. And in
Lithuania, many say they are “just a Christian.” They are all included in the “other Christian” category, as are respondents who identified their
religion as “Christian,” but did not provide their denomination. Those who said “don’t know” or refused to answer the question are not
shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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In most countries, small shares are religiously unaffiliated

By many standard
measures, this region is less
religious than others
surveyed by Pew Research
Center. (See Chapter 3 for a
discussion of religious
beliefs and comparisons
with other regions.) Still,
the wide reach of religion is
evident in the relatively low
share of respondents across
the region who do not
identify with a religion at
all. In most countries
surveyed, fewer than one-
in-ten adults identify as
religiously unaffiliated (that
is, as atheist, agnostic or
“nothing in particular”).

The two major exceptions
are the Czech Republic and
Estonia, where religious
“nones” make up 72% and
45% of surveyed adults,
respectively. In the Czech
Republic, 46% of adults say
they have no particular
religion, while a quarter
(25%) identify as atheists.
In Estonia, 35% say they
have no particular religion
and 9% say they are
atheists. Fewer in either

Relatively few adults in the region identify as atheists

% who identify as ...

m Atheist mAgnostic Nothing in particular

Czech Republic 46% 72%
Estonia n 35 45
Hungary 16 21
Latvia 18 21
Russia % 10 15
Poland [ff4 7
Croatia % 7
Ukraine I4 7

Lithuania |4 6

Buigaria [i] 6
servia [i] 4
Greece [l 4
Belarus | 3
Bosnia [| 3
Armenia | 2
Moldova | 2
Romania = 1
Georgia | <1

Note: Figures may not add to subtotals indicated due to rounding.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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country describe themselves as agnostics.
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Only in a handful of other countries surveyed does the share of religiously unaffiliated people
reach double digits. In Russia, 15% say they are unaffiliated — a big decrease from the waning days
of the Soviet Union a few decades ago, when a majority of Russians said this about themselves (see
Overview).

Those who are unaffiliated seem content to stay that way. In countries with sufficient sample sizes,
large majorities of religious “nones” say they are not looking for a religion.
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Sidebar: The lasting effects of tension within the Estonian and Latvian Lutheran churches
Most Central and Eastern Europeans identify with either the Orthodox or Catholic churches. However, historically,
sizable Lutheran populations have been present in Estonia and Latvia (including 79% and 55%, respectively, in
1939); today, roughly one-in-five adults in each country identify as Lutheran (20% and 19%, respectively).20

That said, the arrival of Lutheranism in the Baltic region was anything but smooth. By the mid-1500s, much of the
local German nobility had converted the peasant class from Catholicism or Orthodoxy to Lutheranism. These
nobles maintained influence in the area until the 20th century. While many Latvians and Estonians remained
Lutheran during the interwar years of independence, some still associated Lutheranism with the German upper
classes, and centuries of foreign influence encumbered the relationship between the Lutheran churches and
most of the population.21

During the Soviet era, other factors contributed to the tension. First, in both countries the Lutheran churches
typically capitulated to Soviet demands, which included banning religious instruction. Furthermore, ties between
Estonian Lutheran leadership and the KGB (the former Russian secret police and intelligence agency) were later
revealed.?2 And as the push for independence grew in the late 1980s and early 1990s, church leaders were
replaced due to internal opposition to the leaders’ Soviet ties.

Some of this history may be reflected in the new survey’s results. Centuries of foreign domination within the
church may contribute to Latvia and Estonia having the lowest percentages of respondents saying that
membership in the national church (in both cases, the Lutheran church) is very or somewhat important to being
truly Latvian or Estonian (11% and 15%, respectively).

In addition, survey respondents in Estonia and Latvia are among the least likely of the 18 countries surveyed to
say religion is very important in their lives (6% and 10%, respectively). These shares are substantially lower than
the regional median of 26%.

20 Ketola, Mikko. 2007. “The Baltic Churches in the Process of Transformation and Consolidation of Democracy since 1985.” Kirchliche
Zeitgeschichte.

21 Cakars, Janis. 2003. “Religion in Estonia, Research in English.” Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe. Also see Kilp, Alar. 2009.
“Patterns of Lutheran Politics in a Post-Communist State: The Case of Estonia.” Kultura i Polityka. Also see Goeckel, Robert F. “Soviet Policy
toward the Baltic Lutheran Churches and their Role in the Liberalization Process.” Kirchliche Zeitgeschichte.

22 Plaat, Jaanus. 2007. “Religious change in Estonia and the Baltic states during the Soviet period in comparative perspective.” Journal of
Baltic Studies. Also see Goeckel, Robert F. “Soviet Policy toward the Baltic Lutheran Churches and their Role in the Liberalization Process.”
Kirchliche Zeitgeschichte. Also see Ketola, Mikko. 2007. “The Baltic Churches in the Process of Transformation and Consolidation of
Democracy since 1985.” Kirchliche Zeitgeschichte.

www.pewresearch.org


https://www.jstor.org/stable/43751061?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/ree/vol23/iss6/2/
http://www.academia.edu/4881862/Patterns_of_Lutheran_Politics_in_a_Post-Communist_State_the_Case_of_Estonia
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/43099845.pdf?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/43099845.pdf?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01629770200000251
http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/43099845.pdf?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43751061?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43751061?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents

56
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Family tradition and national culture

important aspects of religious ‘Personal faith’ just one reason people identify
identity for both Catholics and as Orthodox, Catholic
Orthodox % who say that to them personally, their religious identity is
mainly a matter of ...
The survey asked Christian respondents Personal faith
National and family
to choose whether, for them personally’ Personal culture/family  tradition/ None/
their religious identity (Orthodox, faith tradition  national culture DK/ref.
Catholic, Lutheran, etc.) is mainly a Among Orthodox
. . . Armenia 34% 55% 8% 3%
matter of personal faith, family tradition Belarus a4 55 5 5
. u
or national culture. (Respondents could Bosnia 5 55 19 1
volunteer more than one response.) Bulgaria 34 37 27 5
Estonia 28 55 10 7
With few exceptions, Orthodox and Georgia 57 29 13 2
Catholic respondents are about as likely — Greece 41 26 32 1
or more likely to say their religious Latvia 31 58 4 6
identity is primarily about national Moldova 50 41 6 3
culture or family tradition as they are to Romania 82 48 19 2
o . Russia 35 52 8 6
say it is about personal faith. For Serbia 03 18 08 L
. 1
example, in Belarus, mf)r§ than half Ukraine 36 46 19 .
(55%) of Orthodox Christians say that
being Orthodox, to them, personally, is  Among Catholics
mainly about family tradition (37%) or  Belarus 40% 42% 18% 1
about national culture (16%), while Bosnia 31 30 39 1
about a third (34%) say it is mainly Croatia 34 36 29 1
about personal faith. And Catholics in Czech Republic 37 49 12 1
Belarus are about as likely to say being Hungary 13 76 ! 4
.. . . Latvi 30 62 3 5
Catholic is mainly about personal faith é v ,
%) as th . i+ is about Lithuania 32 48 17 3
(40 s as .e'y are to sa'yl is abou Poland 50 7 0 5
family tradition or national culture Ukraine 36 20 16 3

(42%).

Note: Figures may not sum to 100% because of rounding.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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More Orthodox than Catholics
say their religion is mainly
about national culture

% who say being Orthodox/Catholic is
mainly a matter of national culture

Generally, people who are more religious — that is, who
pray daily or say religion is very important in their life —
are more likely than others to say being Catholic or
Orthodox is mainly a matter of personal faith.

Overall, the “national culture” option is chosen more

frequently by Orthodox Christians than by Catholics. For Among Orthodox...
example, 30% of Orthodox Christians in Armenia, 22% in Armenia 39%
Estonia, 17% in Russia and 16% in Belarus say that to Estonia 22
them, being Orthodox is mainly a matter of national Russia 17
culture. By contrast, around one-in-ten or fewer Belarus 16
Catholics across the region, including just 3% in Poland Bulgaria 14
and Hungary, say being Catholic is mainly a matter of Bosnia 13
national culture. Latvia 13
Ukraine 12
Serbia 11
Georgia 9
Moldova 7
Greece 6
Romania 6
Among Catholics ...
Belarus 14%

Latvia
Bosnia

Lithuania

8
7
7
Czech Republic 6
Ukraine 5
Croatia 4
Hungary 3
3

Poland

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in
18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central
and Eastern Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Vast majority of both Orthodox and Catholics say they are
proud of their religious identity

Religious identity is a source of pride for the vast majority of
Orthodox Christians and Catholics surveyed in the region.

About nine-in-ten Orthodox Christians in Romania, Moldova,
Greece, Bosnia and Serbia say they are proud to be Orthodox,
and this sentiment is nearly universal in Georgia and Armenia.
It is lower, though still widespread, in the countries with the
two largest Orthodox populations: Russia (77%) and Ukraine
(82%).

Catholic pride is expressed at similar levels, and by large
majorities, in every country surveyed with a substantial
Catholic population. Nine-in-ten or more Catholic adults in
Bosnia and Croatia say they are proud to be Catholic, as do at
least eight-in-ten in the Czech Republic, Ukraine, Belarus and
Poland.

Overall, people who pray daily, attend church weekly or say
religion is very important in their lives are more likely than
others to say they take pride in their religious identity. And, on
balance, women are more likely than men to express pride in
their religion.

www.pewresearch.org

Catholics, Orthodox
proud of religious identity

% who agree with the statement, “I
am proud to be Orthodox/Catholic”

Among Orthodox ...
Georgia 99%
Armenia 97
Serbia 95
Bosnia 93
Greece 91
Moldova 91
Romania 90
Bulgaria 88
Ukraine 82
Russia 77
Estonia 72
Belarus 71
Latvia 71

Among Catholics ...
Bosnia 95%
Croatia 90
Czech Republic 86
Ukraine 86
Belarus 83
Poland 82
Hungary 72
Latvia 71
Lithuania 66

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Many Catholics, Orthodox Christians feel connected to co-
religionists around the world

The survey also asked people if they feel special bonds to other
members of their religious tradition around the world. Overall,
Catholics across the region are about as likely as Orthodox
Christians to say they feel this type of special bond. But in
countries with sizable shares of both Catholic and Orthodox
populations, Catholics are generally more likely to say they feel
a bond with other Catholics than Orthodox Christians are to say
they feel a special bond with other members of their branch of
Christianity. In Ukraine, for example, 59% of Catholics say they
feel a special bond with Catholics around the world, while just
47% of Orthodox Christians in Ukraine report feeling such a
bond with other Orthodox Christians.

Orthodox Christians in former Soviet republics surveyed are
less likely than those elsewhere to express that they feel this
kinship. For instance, only 44% of Orthodox Christians in
Russia say they feel a special bond with other Orthodox
Christians around the world, compared with about three-
quarters in Bosnia and Serbia (both of which were outside the
USSR’s borders).

Overall, Catholic adults ages 35 and older are more likely than
younger adults to say they feel a bond with Catholics elsewhere.
And among both Catholics and Orthodox Christians, people
who are more religious are more likely to say they feel a bond
with other members of their religious group around the world.

www.pewresearch.org

Both Catholics, Orthodox
feel religious bond across
borders

% who say they feel a special bond
with other Orthodox/Catholics
around the world

Among Orthodox ...
Bosnia 76%

Serbia 76
Greece 72
Georgia 66
Moldova 65
Romania 54
Bulgaria 50
Ukraine 47
Estonia 46
Armenia 44
Russia 44
Belarus 41
Latvia 41
Among Catholics ...
Bosnia 85%
Belarus 64
Czech Republic 64
Croatia 63
Ukraine 59
Poland 55
Latvia 43
Hungary 38
Lithuania 37

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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The survey also asked if Catholic and Orthodox adults have a special responsibility to support
fellow followers of their traditions around the world. Overall, majorities or pluralities of Orthodox
Christians in most countries agree they feel such a sense of responsibility. The pattern is more
mixed among Catholic populations — in about half the countries where adequate sample sizes of
Catholics are available for analysis, majorities or pluralities agree with this view, while in other
countries, fewer Catholics take this position.

Once again, religious people — those who pray daily, attend church weekly or say religion is very

important in their personal lives — are more likely than others to say they have an obligation to
support co-religionists around the world.

www.pewresearch.org
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Muslims express pride, connectedness and
responsibility

While Christianity is the region’s dominant
religion, four of the 18 countries surveyed have
enough Muslim respondents to allow for
separate analysis.

In each of these countries, overwhelming
majorities of Muslim adults say they are proud
to be Muslim, ranging from 90% in Russia to
99% in Georgia. At least half say they feel
strongly connected to other Muslims around
the world. And majorities in Bosnia, Russia and
Georgia say they feel a special responsibility to
support other Muslims.

Muslims in Central and Eastern Europe
feel pride in their Muslim identity, bond
with other Muslims

% of Muslims who agree/disagree with each statement

Agree Disagree DK/ref.
I am proud to be Muslim
Georgia 99% <1% <1%
Bosnia 97 2 2
Bulgaria 92 3 5
Russia 90 5 5

| feel a strong bond with other Muslims around the world

Bosnia 66% 26% 8%
Georgia 66 23 11
Russia 60 31 9
Bulgaria 54 41 5

I have a special responsibility to support other Muslims

Bosnia 73% 19% 8%
Russia 70 21 9

Georgia 58 29 13
Bulgaria 39 48 13

Note: Only countries with adequate sample size of Muslims are
included.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Fewer than half in most countries say religion ‘very important’

While many people across different religious groups in the region take pride in their religious

identity and feel connected to others with their
religious background, smaller shares say Just 15% of Russians say religion ‘very
religion is “very important” to them, personally. important’

In half the countries surveyed, fewer than a % who say religionis _____in their lives
third of adults say religion is very important in Not too/not
their personal lives. Only in Greece, Bosnia, im,‘,’::tyant ?;?3::::: im::)?tgnt
Armenia, Georgia and Romania do roughly half ~ Greece 55% 28% 17%
of respondents say religion is very important to ~ Bosnia 54 31 14
them. People are least likely to say this in Armenia 53 34 13
Estonia (6%) and the Czech Republic (7%). Georgia_ >0 42 !
Romania 50 40 10
Croatia 42 34 24
(For survey results on attendance at religious Moldova 42 44 13
services, daily prayer and various other Serbia 34 47 18
religious practices, see Chapter 2.) Poland 29 48 20
Ukraine 22 45 30
Overall, Catholics and Orthodox Christians in Belarus 20 45 32
the region are about equally likely to rate Bulgaria 19 49 31
religion as very important in their daily lives, Lithuania 16 43 40
although in most countries with substantial Russta 15 42 38
; . L Hungary 14 31 55
Catholic and Orthodox populations, it is Latvia 10 34 53
Catholics who are more likely to say this. In Czech Republic 7 15 76
Belarus, for example, 30% of Catholics say Estonia 6 25 68

rehglon 1S very 1mportant to them’ compared Note: Don’'t know/refused responses are not shown.

With 17% Of Orthodox Christians, Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

Among the four countries surveyed with Europe”

substantial Muslim populations, only in Bosnia ~ PEW RESEARCH CENTER

(59%) do a majority of Muslims say religion is
very important in their lives.
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In most countries surveyed, women are more

c e,
likely than men to say religion is very important More women than men say religion ‘very

important’

% of women and men who say religion is “very
important” in their lives

to them. In Greece, for example, 62% of women
say this, compared with 48% of men. A 14-point
gap also exists in Ukraine, where 28% of

women and 14% of men say religion is very Women Men  Difference
Greece 62% 48% +14
important in their lives. Ukraine o8 14 14
Lithuania 21 9 +12
Respondents without college degrees also are Romania 56 44 +12
more likely than those with more education to Croatia 47 36 +11
say religion is very important to them. Moldova 47 36 +11
Bosnia 59 49 +10
Poland 33 23 +10
Belarus 24 15 +9
Bulgaria 22 15 +7
Serbia 37 30 +7
Czech Republic 9 5 +4
Georgia 53 47 +6
Hungary 17 11 +6
Latvia 12 8 +4
Estonia 7 4 +3
Russia 17 14 +3
Armenia 53 53 0

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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In former Soviet republics, people tend to say religion is more important to them now than

it was growing up

In addition to asking respondents about how
important religion is to them now, the survey
also asked how important it was to their
families when they were growing up.

On balance, in former Soviet republics, people
are more likely to say religion is important in
their lives now than to say it was important
growing up. In Russia, for example, 57% say
religion is either very important or somewhat
important in their lives now, compared with
44% who say that was true during their
childhoods.

These findings are in line with answers to a
related set of questions: Respondents from
former Soviet republics tend to say their
country is more religious today than it was
during the 1970s and 1980s. (See Overview for
more information.)

In a few countries surveyed that were not Soviet

republics — Hungary, Poland, Greece and
Croatia — religion appears to have become less
important to current adults since childhood. In
other countries, there is little difference

between the share who say religion is important

to them now and the share who say it was
important to their family when they were
children.

Overall, in all four Catholic-majority countries

People in most post-Soviet republics see
religion rising in importance, in contrast
with other countries in the region

% who say ...
Religion was
very/
Religion is somewhat
very/somewhat important to
important to their family
them now growing up Difference
Former Soviet republics
Russia 57% 44% +13
Ukraine 67 55 +12
Armenia 86 75 +11
Georgia 92 81 +11
Estonia 31 24 +7
Belarus 65 59 +6
Moldova 86 84 +2
Latvia 44 43 +1
Lithuania 58 67 9
Other countries
Bulgaria 68% 60% +8
Serbia 81 78 +3
Bosnia 85 84 +1
Czech Republic 23 25 -2
Romania 90 95 -5
Croatia 76 84 -8
Greece 83 92 9
Poland 77 86 9
Hungary 45 56 -11

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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included in the survey — Poland, Hungary, Croatia and Lithuania — religion seems to have become

less important to respondents during the course of their lives. For example, in Lithuania, 58% say
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religion is either very important or somewhat important in their lives today, compared with 67%
who say it was very or somewhat important to their family when they were growing up.

www.pewresearch.org



66
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Few adults across the region say they have

switched religious traditions

Relatively few adults in Central and Eastern
Europe say they have switched their religion
from the one they were raised in.

To the extent that there is self-reported Ukraine

religious switching, it has largely bolstered Belarus
Orthodox populations. In Ukraine, Belarus and ~ RUssi
Russia, for example, more people currently

identify as Orthodox than say they were raised

Orthodox. These net gains for Orthodoxy have Czech Republic

. Poland
meant net losses for populations of the oan

religiously unaffiliated; in Russia, 22% of adults
say they were not raised in any religion as

Czech Republi
children, compared with just 15% who say they zech Republic

Ukraine
now consider themselves religiously Belarus
unaffiliated. Russia

Raised Currently
Orthodox Orthodox
63% 78%
59 73
63 71

Raised Currently
Catholic Catholic
29% 21%

94 87
Raised Currently
unaffiliated unaffiliated
64% 72%
16 7
10 3
22 15

Net gains for Orthodox Christians in
Ukraine, Belarus and Russia

% who say they were/are ...

Net
change

+15
+14
+8

Net
change

Net
change

+8

Note: Only countries with statistically significant net changes are

In the Czech Republic, which has the highest shown.

.y Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
unaffiliated share of any country surveyed, the See Methodology for details.

percentage Of religiously unaffiliated adults has “Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
. o1 s . . ,
risen within the lifetime of the survey’s PEW RESEARCH CENTER

respondents — 64% say they were raised

unaffiliated, while 72% are religiously

unaffiliated today. The net gains for religiously unaffiliated adults have entailed net losses for

Czech Catholics — 29% of Czechs say they were raised Catholic, while 21% are currently Catholic.

Catholics also have experienced a slight loss in Poland: 94% of Polish adults say they were raised

Catholic, while 87% currently identify as Catholic. But it is less clear whether, as a result,

religiously unaffiliated adults have seen net gains in Poland — 5% of Polish adults say they were

raised religiously unaffiliated, or give an unclear response, or refuse to answer the question about

how they were raised; 12% of adults say they are currently unaffiliated, give an unclear response,

or refuse to answer the question about their current religious identity.

www.pewresearch.org



67

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Russians, Ukrainians say religion has become
more acceptable in their societies

In two countries (Ukraine and Russia) there
were adequate sample sizes of adults who
currently identify as Orthodox but who say
they were raised unaffiliated, allowing for
inquiry into why they began identifying with a
religion. Respondents were asked about seven
potential reasons for their decision to start
identifying as Orthodox.

The most commonly cited reason in both
countries (by 69% of these respondents in
Ukraine and 53% in Russia) was a feeling that
religion had become more acceptable in
society. This sentiment reflects a change from
the Soviet era, when many religious practices
were suppressed by the state. Another
important reason for beginning to identify as
Orthodox, cited by more than four-in-ten of
these respondents (48% in Ukraine and 45%
in Russia), was to feel a stronger connection to
their national heritage.

In Ukraine, a majority (60%) cited marriage to
an Orthodox Christian as an important reason
they began identifying with Orthodoxy, but
this was the case for only 30% in Russia.

In Russia, Orthodox Christians who were
raised with no religion cite social,
cultural and spiritual reasons for switch

Among Russian adults who were raised religiously
unaffiliated but now identify as Orthodox, % who say
______was an important reason why

Being religious

became acceptable

in society

Wanted connection with
national heritage

3%

Had unmet spiritual
needs

Married Orthodox
Christian

Enjoyed worship
services

-

D

I

- -

.

Found support for a 18

personal problem

Someone asked

me to join

E

Note: Figures do not add to 100% because respondents could rate
each option as important or not important.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Only one country, the Czech Republic, had an adequate sample size of people who say they were
raised in a religious group and became unaffiliated as adults.23 The most frequently cited reason
for this shift is a gradual drifting away from religion (mentioned by 82% of Czechs who have shed
their religious affiliation). Other common reasons for Czechs leaving behind their religious identity
are loss of confidence in religious authorities (49%) and no longer believing in religious teachings

(45%).

23 |n Estonia, the survey had an adequate sample size of respondents who provided an ambiguous response for their childhood religion (either
saying “something else” or “don’t know”) but said they are currently unaffiliated. Because the reference point for these respondents is not

clear, they are excluded from this analysis.
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Most parents raising their children with the
same religious identity as their own

The survey asked parents of minor children
(under 18 years old) how they are raising their
children, religiously. Across all countries in the
survey, large majorities of parents report that
they are raising their children with a religious
identity that matches their own.

Among Catholic and Orthodox parents, more
than three-in-four say they are raising their
children Christian. Roughly nine-in-ten or
more Muslim parents say they are raising their
children as Muslims, while a similar
proportion of religiously unaffiliated parents
say they are raising their children without a
religion.

(For details on what religious practices parents
are implementing into their children’s
upbringing, see Chapter 2.)

Most Orthodox, Catholic parents report
raising their children Christian

% of parents who are raising their children ...

H Christian  m Unaffiliated Other/DK/ref.
Among Orthodox
Armenia
Belarus
Bosnia
Bulgaria |
Estonia
Georgia
ey 99|
Latvia
Moldova [T
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Ukraine [T
Among Catholics
Croatia TN
Hungary
Lithuania [T
Poland
Ukraine 100

Among religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic

[¢9)

Estonia 90

Note: Respondents without minor children not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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2. Religious commitment and practices

By two standard measures of religious observance — how often people pray and how often they
attend religious services — Central and Eastern Europeans, on the whole, show modest levels of
religious commitment. In none of the countries surveyed do a majority of respondents say they
pray daily or attend worship services weekly. In some other regions of the world, such as Latin
America, these regular religious practices are far more widespread.

But this does not mean religion is irrelevant to the lives of people in Central and Eastern Europe.
Majorities in several countries surveyed say they take Communion and fast to observe holidays or
holy periods such as Lent. Catholic respondents are more likely than Orthodox ones to say they do
these things, just as they are more likely to say they attend church regularly.

In addition, a few other customs are widespread across the region, including lighting a candle
when visiting a church, keeping icons or other holy figures in the home, and wearing a cross or
other religious symbols. Orthodox Christians are more likely than Catholics to do these things,
though majorities of both groups in nearly all countries surveyed say they have icons or other holy
figures in their homes.

Baptism also is common. Nearly all Christian adults in most countries surveyed, and even sizable
shares of religiously unaffiliated people in the region, say they have been baptized.

The rest of this chapter explores data on religious practices in the region in more detail, including
the religious upbringing of children; whether adults consult traditional religious healers, tarot
cards or horoscopes; and the frequency with which people in Central and Eastern Europe say they
think about the meaning and purpose of life.

www.pewresearch.org
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Substantial shares say they seldom or never
attend religious services

In the vast majority of countries surveyed, no
more than a quarter of respondents say they
attend services weekly or more often; in nine of
these 18 countries, roughly one-in-ten or fewer
say this. Poland is the one standout; 41% of
Polish adults say they attend church at least
weekly.

Overall, Catholics are much more likely than
Orthodox Christians to regularly attend church.
This pattern holds across most of the countries
that have large numbers of adherents of both
Christian traditions, including Belarus, Bosnia
and Ukraine. In Ukraine, for example, 43% of
Catholics say they attend church at least once a
week, compared with 12% of Orthodox
Christians.

In three of the four countries where enough
Muslims were surveyed to permit analysis,
Muslims are more likely to go to mosque weekly
than Christians are to attend church that often.
Still, the percentages of Muslims who are
weekly attendees are relatively low compared
with Muslims in many other parts of the world
(see sidebar on page 48).

Poles more likely than others in region
to say they go to worship services
weekly

% who say they attend religious services ...

Monthly/ Seldom/
Weekly yearly never
Poland 41% 37% 19%
Bosnia 24 45 30
Croatia 24 43 32
Romania 24 55 20
Georgia 17 48 32
Greece 16 61 22
Ukraine 16 50 30
Belarus 15 40 40
Moldova 15 48 36
Armenia 10 57 32
Bulgaria 9 44 46
Hungary 9 26 64
Lithuania 9 54 36
Czech Republic 7 14 79
Russia 7 30 61
Serbia 7 52 41
Latvia 6 39 51
Estonia 2 32 66

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Higher shares report daily prayer than
weekly attendance

Daily prayer is more common than weekly
church attendance in the region. Still, in most
countries surveyed, fewer than a third of
adults say they pray daily, and four-in-ten or
more say they pray monthly or less often.

Across the region, Catholics and Orthodox
Christians report praying at similar rates. But
in three of the four countries with sizable
populations of both Catholics and Orthodox
Christians, Catholics report praying more
often than do Orthodox Christians. For
example, in Bosnia, 58% of Catholics say they
pray at least once a day, compared with 28% of
Orthodox Christians.

Muslim respondents were asked whether they
pray all five salah — Islamic prayers — daily.
The duty to make these five prayers each day is
one of the five Pillars of Islam and is
traditionally viewed as obligatory for Muslims.

The percentage of Muslims in Central and
Eastern Europe who say they pray all five
salah every day is considerably lower than
among Muslims in several other parts of the

Catholics and Orthodox Christians about
equally likely to say they pray daily
% who say they pray daily

Among Orthodox

49%
45
42

Moldova
Armenia
Romania

Georgia
Greece
Bosnia

Ukraine
Serbia

40
31
28
28
27

22
22
18
14
11
Among Catholics

Belarus
Latvia
Russia
Estonia
Bulgaria

Bosnia
Ukraine
Croatia
Belarus
Czech Republic
Poland

58%
56
44
39
32
29

21
19
16

Hungary
Latvia
Lithuania

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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world. In Russia, for example, 23% of Muslims say they pray all five salah daily, while in Bosnia

20% say this. Elsewhere in the region, even smaller shares of Muslims report praying all five salah.

By comparison, majorities of Muslims in most countries across sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle
East-North Africa region, and South and Southeast Asia say they make all five prayers daily.

www.pewresearch.org
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Across the region, women are more likely than

line with survey results among Christians % who say they pray daily

elsewhere around the world that indicate higher

. . Total Women Men Difference
levels of religious observance among women

Armenia 45% 55% 32% +23
than among men. Poland 27 37 16 +21
Ukraine 29 38 17 +21
Moldova 48 58 38 +20
Belarus 25 33 15 +18
Romania 44 53 35 +18
Croatia 40 48 31 +17
Bosnia 32 40 24 +16
Greece 29 36 22 +14
Lithuania 15 21 7 +14
Georgia 38 44 31 +13
Russia 17 23 11 +12
Serbia 27 32 21 +11
Latvia 17 22 12 +10
Hungary 16 20 11 +9
Bulgaria 15 18 10 +8
Czech Republic 9 13 5 +8
Estonia 9 12 5 +7

Note: All differences are statistically significant.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Catholics more likely than Orthodox Christians to take Communion, fast during Lent

Christian practices such as taking Communion and
fasting during holy times such as Lent are more
common among Catholics than among Orthodox
Christians in Central and Eastern Europe.
Compared with these practices, fewer Orthodox
Christians and Catholics say they tithe (that is, give
a share of their income to charity or the church).

On balance, across the region, taking
Communion is the most common of these three
rituals for members of both religious traditions.
Medians of 64% of Catholics and 38% of
Orthodox Christians in the region say they
sometimes or often take Communion,
compared with 54% and 27%, respectively, who
fast during Lent. Tithing is less widespread; a
quarter or fewer of Catholics and Orthodox
Christians in most countries say they tithe.

Across the region, women are more likely than
men to say they fast or take Communion. There
are minimal differences between men and
women when it comes to tithing.

Among the four countries with significant
Muslim populations, only in Bosnia (66%) and
Russia (55%) do majorities or pluralities of
adults report fasting during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan. About half of Muslims in
Georgia (48%) and 36% in Bulgaria say they
fast during Ramadan. Most Muslims in Bosnia
(72%) and Georgia (61%) say they give zakat —
that is, an annual donation of a portion of their
wealth to the needy — while fewer in Russia
(45%) and Bulgaria (26%) give zakat.

Communion more common than fasting
during holy times such as Lent, tithing

% who say they ...
Fast
Take during

Communion holy times Tithe
Among Orthodox
Armenia 45% 16% 27%
Belarus 34 27 14
Bosnia 65 77 60
Bulgaria 15 17 7
Estonia 25 16
Georgia 34 25 12
Greece 67 68 22
Latvia 35 23 6
Moldova 74 65 20
Romania 71 58 41
Russia 30 27 7
Serbia 48 64 56
Ukraine 38 29 7
MEDIAN 38 27 14
Among Catholics
Belarus 52% 37% 18%
Bosnia 89 83 64
Croatia 64 72 48
Czech Republic 41 51 13
Hungary 27 31 24
Latvia 41 27 9
Lithuania 68 57 18
Poland 77 74 37
Ukraine 76 54 20
MEDIAN 64 54 20

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Catholics more likely than Orthodox Christians to share faith, read scripture

In most countries surveyed, majorities say they
seldom or never read or listen to scripture
outside of religious services. Even in Poland,
where roughly four-in-ten adults (41%) say they
attend religious services at least once a week,
just 17% say they read scripture outside of
church at least once a month.

Similarly, fewer than half of adults in all
countries surveyed say they frequently share
their faith or views on God with others. (In
Russia, where 16% of adults say they share their
faith at least once a month, doing so in public

may be a violation of a 2016 law against
proselytization.)

Catholics are somewhat more likely than
Orthodox Christians to say they read scripture
and share their faith at least monthly. Women
also are more likely than men to share their
faith with others and read scripture outside of
church.

Fewer than half of adults regularly read
scripture, share their faith

% who say they ...

Among Orthodox
Armenia
Belarus
Bosnia
Bulgaria
Estonia
Georgia
Greece
Latvia
Moldova
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Ukraine
MEDIAN

Among Catholics
Belarus

Bosnia

Croatia

Czech Republic
Hungary

Latvia
Lithuania
Poland

Ukraine
MEDIAN

Read scripture at Share faith or

least monthly
outside church

21%
24
12

5
9
38
15
17
37
25
14
10
23
17

38%
41
24
25
17
25
14
17
40
25

views on God at
least monthly

30%
23
10
10

9
38
17
14
42
24
16
18
17
17

39%
33
28
29
12
16
13
15
32
28

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www.pewresearch.org


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/09/20/missionaries-struggle-to-work-in-russia-under-new-law-that-bans-proselytizing/?utm_term=.8f0a4d1b78c1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/09/20/missionaries-struggle-to-work-in-russia-under-new-law-that-bans-proselytizing/?utm_term=.8f0a4d1b78c1

75

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Most Orthodox Christians and Catholics say
they have icons or other holy figures in their
homes

Majorities of respondents across most countries
surveyed say they have icons or other holy
figures in their homes, and that they light a
candle when they visit a church. And in several
countries, most people report wearing or
carrying religious symbols (for example, a
necklace with a cross).24

Having icons (religious images), is especially
common in the region. Orthodox Christians and
Catholics are about equally likely to say they
have icons or other holy figures in their home;
in nearly every country surveyed, at least seven-
in-ten from both groups say they have these
religious articles.

But Orthodox Christians are much more likely
than Catholics in the region to say that they
light a candle when they visit a church and that
they wear religious symbols. Across the
countries surveyed, a median of 94% of
Orthodox Christians say they light a candle at
church, compared with a median of 57% of
Catholics. And medians of 64% of Orthodox
Christians and 46% of Catholics in Central and
Eastern Europe say they wear a cross or other
religious symbols.

Religiously unaffiliated adults are less likely
than Catholics and Orthodox Christians to have
icons, light candles in churches or wear
religious symbols. But some religious “nones”

24 Of the three questions asked in this battery, Muslims were only asked about wearing or carrying religious symbols. Jews were not asked any

of these questions. See topline for question wording.

Large majorities of Orthodox Christians
say they have icons, light candles in
church and wear religious symbols

% who say they ...

Among Orthodox
Armenia
Belarus
Bosnia
Bulgaria
Estonia
Georgia
Greece
Latvia
Moldova
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Ukraine
MEDIAN

Among Catholics
Belarus

Bosnia

Croatia

Czech Republic
Hungary

Latvia
Lithuania
Poland

Ukraine
MEDIAN

Have icons
or other
holy
articles

89%
88
93
83
74
96
95
84
97
95
87
92
91
91

92%
94
88
75
45
75
67
86
94
86

Light candles
in churches

98%
76
94
94
86
94
97
80
92
94
79
96
88
94

62%
57
50
57
37
57
46
18
81
57

Wear
religious
symbols

67%
61
37
39
59
81
67
64
70
58
72
40
66
64

63%
60
45
46
30
46
34
43
74
46

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

Europe”
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do partake in these religious practices; for example, about a third of religiously unaffiliated adults
in both Russia and Ukraine say they have icons or other holy figures in their home. And about one-
in-ten religious “nones” in the Czech Republic (10%) and Russia (14%) say they wear religious
symbols.
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Overwhelming majority of Christians in the

region say they have been baptized
Even among religiously unaffiliated,

Baptism is perhaps the most widespread many say they have been baptized
religious practice in the region. In nearly every

L. L. % who say they have been baptized
country surveyed, large majorities of Christian

adults — including roughly similar shares of Among Orthodox
both Catholics and Orthodox Christians — say Greece 100%
. Romania 100

they have been baptized. Voldova 09
Estonia 98

Even among religiously unaffiliated adults, Georgia 98

e . Bosni

significant portions of adults report they have Ukc::?n': Z;

been baptized. For example, two-thirds of Belarus 96

unaffiliated adults in Ukraine (67%) and just Sl_ef[b?a 99f

. . . atvia
over half in Croatia (54%) say this. Bulgaria 90
Russia 90

Armenia 76

In several countries — especially those with
Among Catholics

large unaffiliated populations, such as the Croatia 99%
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary and Latvia Lithuanua 99
— adults ages 50 and older are more likely than Ezfnnig 3:
younger people to have been baptized. Ukraine 98
Belarus 97
Hungary 97
Czech Republic 94
Lativa 93
Among unaffiliated
Ukraine 67%
Croatia 54
Russia 44
Hungary 41
Estonia 33
Czech Republic 32
Latvia 21

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Relatively few Orthodox

parents send children to

religious schools More Catholic than Orthodox parents say they are
raising their children religious

% of parents of minor children who say their children ever ...

While most parents of minor

children say they are raising

. . Receive religious
those children in the same g

instruction Pray or read
religious tradition as their own Attend church outside the home scripture
Among Orthodox
(see Chapter 1), not all g’
lici Iv affiliated Armenia 73% 40% 61%
religlously affliated parents Belarus 60 13 30
incorporate religious activities Bosnia 70 54 41
into their children’s Bulgaria 35 5 8
upbringing. Estonia 63 9 14
Georgia 79 45 53
For example, while most Greece o1 16 66
Orthodox parents in every Latvia 61 21 30
country surveyed except Moldova 80 48 55
. . . Romania 67 63 48
Bulgaria say their children _

d reliei . Russia 57 11 25
attend re 1g'10us services at Serbia 61 51 39
least sometimes, fewer Ukraine 70 11 35
Orthodox parents say their MEDIAN 67 21 39
children pray or read scripture
or receive religious instruction ~ Among Catholics
outside the home. Croatia 83% 66% 61%

Hungary 68 44 48
In Russia and Ukraine — the Lithuania 66 55 33
. Poland 85 73 55

two most populous countries _
d—; % of Ukraine 82 40 67
surveyed — just 11% o MEDIAN 82 55 55

Orthodox Christians say their
. . .. Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
children ever receive religious details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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instruction outside the
home.25

Overall, Catholic parents are more likely than Orthodox ones to say their children ever attend
church, pray or receive religious instruction outside the home.

25 |n some countries, a significant proportion of respondents volunteered that their children are too young for these activities. For example, in
Romania, 16% of parents say their children are too young for church, as do 18% in Lithuania.
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On balance, fewer than a quarter of Catholics, Orthodox consult horoscopes or use
traditional healers

The survey also asked respondents about some
behaviors that, while not always associated
with Christianity or other Abrahamic religions,

Orthodox Christians, Catholics about
equally likely to consult horoscope, use

_ e traditional religious healers
are connected with spirituality in some way.

% who say they ...
Across Central and Eastern Europe, between Consult
10% and one-third of both Orthodox Christians horoscopes, tarot
. cards, fortune Use traditional
and Catholics report that they consult tellers religious healers
horoscopes, tarot cards or fortune tellers. And ~ Among Orthodox
roughly similar shares say they use traditional ~ A"™men@ 12% 3%
religious healers when they or their relatives Belar_us 19 20
. Bosnia 17 16
are sick. Bulgaria 21 18
Estonia 21 11
Catholics and Orthodox Christians are about Georgia 10 19
equally likely to engage in these practices. In Greece 12 11
Ukraine, for example, 17% of Orthodox Latvia 20 18
Christians report using traditional religious Moldova 19 16
healers, as do 15% of Catholics. Romania 23 21
Russia 19 13
While religiously unaffiliated adults are less LSJE:::e fel 1(7)
likely than Catholics or Orthodox Christians to MEDIAN 19 16
say they use traditional religious healers, the
three groups are about equally likely across the  among catholics
region to say they consult horoscopes or use Belarus 17% 18%
fortune tellers. Bosnia 13 9
Croatia 22 16
In the four countries with significant Muslim Czech Republic 17 14
populations, large majorities of Muslims also Hun_ga Y 19 5
say they do not partake in these behaviors, timaania iz zj
while about a quarter or fewer do. In Russia, Poland 17 °
for example, 25% of Muslims say they use Ukraine 11 15
traditional healers, while 12% say they consult MEDIAN 17 15

horoscopes, tarot cards or fortune tellers. Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See

Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

In nearly all countries surveyed, women are Europe”

more likely than men to consult horoscopes. In  pgw RESEARCH CENTER
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Hungary, for example, women are more than twice as likely as men to do this. But women and
men are about equally likely to say they or their families use traditional religious healers.

www.pewresearch.org
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Fewer than half in most countries say they

often feel connection with Earth, nature
Most Armenians often think about the

meaning and purpose of life, feel
connected with the Earth

In an effort to gauge the extent to which people
reflect on spiritual issues, the survey asked
respondents how frequently, if at all, they think

h . FLif h % who say they often ...
about the meaning and purpo:s.e 0 .1 e, and how Think about the Feel a deep
often they feel a deep connection with nature meaning and connection with
. o purpose of life nature and Earth
and the Earth. A median of 33% of adults across  p;menia 79% 57%
the 18 countries surveyed say they often think Belarus 35 25
about the meaning of life, while a median of Bosnia 32 31
30% report often feeling a deep connection with ~ Bulgaria 44 46
nature. Croatia 31 26
Czech Republic 16 19
. Estonia 32 41
Czech and Hungarian respondents are among Goorsi o4 ”
. . . eorgia
the least hl.<ely to say they reflect 1T1 this Greece 38 29
manner, with nearly half or more in both Hungary o4 17
countries saying they rarely or never reflect on Latvia 36 35
the meaning and purpose of life or feel a deep Lithuania 35 35
connection with nature and the Earth. Moldova 54 38
Poland 20 21
Across the countries surveyed, Orthodox Romania 33 29
Christians, Catholics and Muslims are about Russia 32 25
. . Serbia 33 35
equally likely to say they often think about the Uk 2 2
. . raine
meaning and purpose of life and feel a
MEDIAN 33 30

connection with nature and the Earth.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.

Religiously unaffiliated respondents are .
See Methodology for details.

generally less likely to report having these “Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
. . Europe”
experiences. In the Czech Republic, for ’
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

example, 38% of Catholics say they often feel a

connection to nature, while just 12% of people
with no religious affiliation say they often feel such a connection.

Adults who say religion is very important to them are considerably more likely than others to say

they often think about the meaning and purpose of life, and that they often feel a deep connection
with nature and the Earth.
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3. Religious beliefs

The vast majority of Central and Eastern Europeans express belief in God. More than eight-in-ten
adults in most of the 18 countries surveyed say they believe in God, including majorities in seven
countries who say they are “absolutely certain” in their belief. While people across the region are
somewhat less likely to express belief in God than are residents of Latin America and sub-Saharan
Africa, the gap is strikingly small between these two highly religious regions and a part of the
world that was recently under the influence of the officially atheistic Soviet Union.

In many Central and Eastern European countries, majorities also say they believe in heaven, hell,
miracles, fate and the existence of the soul. Moreover, the prevailing opinion among respondents
in most countries is that their holy book (whether the Bible, Quran or Torah) is the word of God,
though responses are more mixed on whether its language should be taken literally, word for
word.

Most religiously affiliated respondents in the region do not take exclusivist views of their religion.
Fewer than half of Orthodox Christians or Catholics in most countries surveyed say their religion is
the one true faith that leads to eternal life in heaven.

On balance, Catholics are more likely than Orthodox Christians to say they believe in heaven and
hell, beliefs commonly associated with Christianity. But Orthodox Christians are more likely than
Catholics to believe in the evil eye and magic, sorcery or witchcraft, phenomena not typically
linked with Christianity.

Overall, women in Central and Eastern Europe tend to display higher levels of religious belief than
men by several measures. And religiously affiliated adults with less education are more likely than
those with a college degree to say that their religion is the one true faith leading to eternal life in
heaven.
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Belief in God widespread, but many are less

than certain

More women than men say they believe
Across the 18 Central and Eastern European in God

countries included in the current survey, the o
% who say they believe in God

median share of people who say they believe in

God is 86%, similar to the 89% of people in the B \Vomen  Men Difference

Estonia 44% 53% 34% +19
U.S. who say they believe in “God or a universal | . . 21 29 62 17
spirit.” Belief in God is even more widespread Hungary 59 67 51 +16
in sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America, which  Russia 75 82 66 +16
have median shares of 98% and 99%, Bulgaria 77 84 70 +14
respectively. Czech Republic 29 36 22 +14
Lithuania 76 82 68 +14
Still, large majorities of adults in nearly every Ukraine 86 91 80 +11
country surveyed in Central and Eastern Belarus 84 89 9 +10
. . . . Greece 92 95 89 +6
Europe say they believe in God, including more Potand 26 89 83 6
than nine-in-ten in the Orthodox-majority Serbia 87 9 84 +6
countries of Georgia, Armenia, Moldova and Romania 95 97 92 +5
Romania. Moldova 95 97 93 +4
Croatia 86 88 83 +5
Estonia and the Czech Republic, meanwhile, fall ~ Armenia 95 97 93 +4
at the other end of the spectrum — just 44% of Bosnia %4 95 93 +2
Georgia 99 99 99 0

Estonians and 29% of Czechs say they believe in

God. In both of these countries. substantial Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold.
’ Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.

shares of adults (45% in Estonia and 72% in the  sce Methodology for details.

Czech Republic) describe their religious identity EF:iggg)gus Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular. PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Across the region, Orthodox Christians are

about as likely as Catholics to say they believe in God. Religiously unaffiliated adults are less likely
to believe in God, yet in some countries a substantial portion of religious “nones” do express this
belief. In Latvia and Croatia, for example, roughly one-in-five religiously unaffiliated adults (22%
in both countries) say they believe in God.

Women are more likely than men to say they believe in God. In Estonia, for example, roughly half
(53%) of women say they believe in God, compared with about a third of men (34%).

www.pewresearch.org


http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/chapter-1-importance-of-religion-and-religious-beliefs/#belief-in-god
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/chapter-1-importance-of-religion-and-religious-beliefs/#belief-in-god
http://www.pewforum.org/2010/04/15/executive-summary-islam-and-christianity-in-sub-saharan-africa/
http://www.pewforum.org/2014/11/13/chapter-3-religious-beliefs/

84
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Not all of those who say they believe in God are sure about it. In more than half of the countries

surveyed, respondents who say they believe in God are more likely, when asked a follow-up

question, to say they are “fairly certain,

»

not too certain” or “not at all certain” about this than to

say they are “absolutely certain.” For example, 25% of all Russian adults say they are absolutely
certain that God exists, compared with 38% who are fairly certain and 10% who believe in God but

are not certain.

Across the 18 countries
surveyed, the median share of
those who say they believe in
God with absolute certainty is
40%, compared with a
corresponding rate of 89% in
sub-Saharan Africa. In the
U.S., 63% of adults say they
are absolutely certain in their
belief in God.

Among the Central and
Eastern European countries
surveyed, Armenia (79%) and
Georgia (73%) have the
highest percentages of adults
who are certain about God’s
existence. In Estonia and the
Czech Republic, on the other
hand, just 13% of adults say
they are “absolutely certain”
about their belief in God; two-
thirds of Czechs (66%) do not
believe in God at all.

While most believe in God, fewer are absolutely certain

% who say they ...
Believe in God, Believe in God, Do not
absolutely Believe in God, not too/not at believe in

certain fairly certain all certain God
Armenia 79% 15% 1% 4%
Georgia 73 22 2 1
Bosnia 66 24 4 4
Romania 64 28 2 4
Greece 59 26 7 6
Serbia 58 26 3 10
Croatia 57 24 5 10
Moldova 55 35 5 3
Poland 45 35 3 8
Lithuania 34 34 7 11
Ukraine 32 45 6 9
Bulgaria 30 40 7 17
Latvia 28 34 7 15
Belarus 26 47 11 9
Hungary 26 26 7 30
Russia 25 38 10 15
Czech Republic 13 13 3 66
Estonia 13 24 7 45

Note: Respondents who say “don’t know/refused” as to whether they believe in God, or say
“don’t know/refused” as to how certain they are about their belief in God, are not shown.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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Catholics more likely than Orthodox Christians to believe in heaven and hell

Fewer adults throughout the region say they

believe in heaven and hell than say they believe Belief in heaven somewhat more

common than belief in hell

% who say they believe in ...

in God. Still, roughly half or more across most
countries surveyed say they believe in heaven.
On balance, Central and Eastern Europeans are

less likely to say they believe in hell than _ Heaven Hell
.. . Georgia 81% 7%
heaven. (A similar pattern — that is, more Romania 81 71
widespread belief in heaven than in hell — also Bosnia 73 69
exists in the U.S.) Poland 79 62
Croatia 71 60
Overall, across the region, Catholics are more Belarus 68 65
likely than Orthodox Christians to believe in Greece 64 61
heaven or hell. Across the countries surveyed, Moldova 64 55
the median shares of Catholics who believe in Ukraine 62 59
. Armenia 55 49
heaven and hell are 78% and 66%, respectively. Serbia 55 16
For Orthodox Christians, the corresponding Russia 53 52
figures are 61% and 58%. Lithuania 50 46
Latvia 48 44
Far fewer religiously unaffiliated people believe  Hungary 47 40
in heaven and hell. For example, about one-in- Bulgaria 41 35
ten religious “nones” in Russia believe in Estonia 33 24
heaven (11%) and hell (12%), compared with Czech Republic 27 19

60% among OI'thOdOX Christians in Russia WhO Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
. . . . See Methodology for details.
[o)
beheve in heaven and 58%’ who beheve in hell. “Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

Europe”
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Majorities in most of the region believe in miracles, fate and existence of the soul

Belief in fate and the existence of the soul are quite common in the countries surveyed. Overall,

somewhat fewer adults say they believe in
miracles, but, still, in most of the countries
surveyed, roughly half or more say they believe
in miracles.

Even many religiously unaffiliated adults
express belief in these supernatural
phenomena. In Latvia, for example, 60% of
unaffiliated adults say they believe in fate (i.e.,
that the course of one’s life is largely or wholly
preordained), while 54% say they believe in
miracles and 62% believe in the existence of the
soul. And in the Czech Republic, 32% of
religious “nones” believe in fate, while 27%
believe in miracles and 30% in the existence of
the soul.

Belief in miracles is less widespread in these
countries than in some other regions where Pew
Research Center has asked this question. Across
the 18 countries surveyed in Central and
Eastern Europe, the median share of adults who
say they believe in miracles is 60%, which is
lower than the corresponding figures in Latin
America (91%), sub-Saharan Africa (74%) and
the U.S. (79% as of 2007).2¢

As is true for many other aspects of religious
belief, women across the region are more likely

Armenians, Bosnians most likely to
believe in fate

% who say they believe in ...

Armenia
Belarus
Bosnia
Bulgaria
Croatia
Czech Republic
Estonia
Georgia
Greece
Hungary
Latvia
Lithuania
Moldova
Poland
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Ukraine

Existence of
the soul

67%
72
76
66
77
44
69
70
83
63
80
69
78
73
81
70
75
81

Fate
83%

67
80
71
64
43
62
73
59
54
74
68
75
56
68
60
71
71

Miracles
72%

43
62
53
62
37
53
78
64
42
65
53
61
58
69
50
63
58

Notes: Figures represent “yes” responses. Don’t know/refused
responses not shown.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern

Europe”
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than men to believe in the existence of the soul, miracles and fate. Orthodox Christians and

Catholics are about equally likely to say they believe in these things.

26 |n the U.S., respondents were asked whether they completely agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree or completely disagree with the

statement, “Miracles still occur today as in ancient times.” The figure shown combines “completely agree” and “mostly agree.”

www.pewresearch.org
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Differing views on whether Bible is the
word of God, should be taken literally

The survey asked respondents whether they
believe their religion’s holy book is the word of
God or was written by men (and is not the
word of God). Majorities of respondents in half
of the 18 countries surveyed believe their holy
book, whether the Bible (for Christians), the
Quran (for Muslims) or the Torah (for Jews),

is the word of God, including roughly seven-
in-ten or more in Georgia, Romania, Moldova
and Bosnia.2”

Most people in the Czech Republic (65%) and
Estonia (58%) take the opposite position,
saying the Bible was written by men. And
Serbians, Bulgarians, Lithuanians, Hungarians
and Latvians are about evenly split on this
question. Overall, the median share of adults
across the countries surveyed who say their
holy book is the word of God is 53%, lower
than the share of people in sub-Saharan Africa
(97%), Latin America (86%) and the U.S.
(60%) who say their holy book is the word of
God.

Women are more likely than men to believe
that scripture is the word of God. People
without a college education also are more
likely to say this.

Majorities or pluralities of adults in
most Central and Eastern European
countries say Bible or other holy book is
the word of God

% who say the Bible/Quran/Torah ...

Was written by men,
not the word of God Is the word of God

Georgia 11% 7%
Romania

Moldova

(@)

Bosnia
Armenia
Ukraine
Poland
Greece
Croatia
Belarus
Russia
Serbia
Bulgaria

Lithuania

I

Hungary

Latvia

()

Estonia

N
=

.H
o
5 SEERRERY 2
= ogmmm
o = B B o
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Czech Republic

Notes: Other and don’t know/refused responses not shown.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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27 Religiously unaffiliated people and people belonging to other religious groups were asked about the Bible.
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Believers in divine authorship, however, are not

Only in Moldova does a majority sa
of one mind about how to interpret their holy y Jority say

Bible should be taken literally
% who say the Bible/Quran/Torah is ...
Word of God

books. Some believe scripture should be taken
literally, word for word; others say that not

everything should be taken literally. Word of God, but should  Not the
should be taken not be taken word of
literally literally God
Generally, people living in Orthodox-majority Moldova 58% 11% 18%
countries are more likely than those living in Georgia 49 21 1
Catholic-majority countries to say the Bible Roménia ar 24 18
should be understood literally, word for word. Bosma_ 45 21 21
L Armenia 40 19 30
Fewer than a quarter say this in each of the Greece 39 1 08
Catholic countries surveyed: Poland (22%), Ukraine 31 o5 o1
Croatia (21%), Hungary (21%) and Lithuania Belarus o5 20 27
(12%). Serbia 24 18 45
Poland 22 35 24
Muslim respondents are more likely to say the Russia 22 18 33
Quran should be taken literally than Christians ~ Croatia 21 32 36
are to say the same about the Bible. In Bosnia, H“nga_ry 21 18 41
for example, 63% of Muslims feel this way, f_u:]ga”a_ 12 23 ji
compared with 41% of Catholics and 23% of Clztes: r;:public ° " o5
Orthodox Christians. Latvia 9 o8 38
Estonia 8 16 58

Note: Respondents who said “don’t know/refused” or gave an
unclear response as to whether the Bible should be taken literally
are not shown. Respondents who said “don’t know/refused” about
whether the Bible is the word of God also are not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www.pewresearch.org



89

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Range of views on religious exclusivism

Two questions gauged the prevalence of
religious exclusivism in the region.
Respondents who are affiliated with a religion
were asked which of the following statements
more closely matches their view: “Mine is the
one true faith leading to eternal life in
heaven,” or “Many religions can lead to
eternal life in heaven.”

In just three countries — Georgia (77%),
Armenia (73%) and Moldova (58%) — do
majorities of affiliated adults convey the view
that their religion is the one true path to
heaven. A median of 35% of religiously
affiliated adults in the region take this
position, similar to the 27% of religiously
affiliated U.S. adults who say theirs is the one
true faith.

Affiliated respondents were also asked if they
believe that “only one true way” exists to
interpret their own religion’s teachings, or
whether multiple interpretations exist. Again,
in only three countries — Armenia (67%),
Georgia (66%) and Bosnia (64%) — do
majorities take the view that there is only one
correct interpretation.

Older respondents (that is, those ages 50 or

Only in a handful of countries do most
adults believe theirs is the one true faith
leading to eternal life in heaven

% of religiously affiliated adults who say ...

There is only one

true way to
Mine is the one true interpret the
faith leading to teachings of my
eternal life in heaven religion
Georgia 7% 66%
Armenia 73 67
Moldova 58 39
Bosnia 48 64
Romania 45 47
Greece 44 51
Croatia 42 46
Poland 39 40
Czech Republic 35 36
Serbia 34 48
Ukraine 33 42
Belarus 32 32
Lithuania 28 24
Russia 26 38
Bulgaria 25 35
Estonia 19 24
Latvia 14 24
Hungary 12 28

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

older) and those with less than a college education are more likely than others to express the idea

that their particular religion is the only pathway to heaven.

While women in the region express higher levels of religious belief on other questions, they do not

necessarily hold more exclusivist views about religion. In the vast majority of countries surveyed,

women and men generally answer these questions in similar ways.

www.pewresearch.org
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Belief in evil eye common in some countries

The survey also finds that many respondents across the region hold beliefs not typically associated
with Abrahamic religions, such as that people

are reincarnated; that magic, sorcery or

witchcraft can influence people’s lives; and the Two-thirds of Greeks, Latvians say they

believe in the evil eye

% who say they believe in ...

that certain people can cast curses or spells that

cause bad things to happen to someone (i.e. the
The evil Magic, sorcery

evil eye ). eye or witchcraft Reincarnation

Greece 66% 40% 20%
In several of the 18 countries surveyed, Latvia 66 54 39
majorities say they believe in the evil eye, with Ukraine 60 49 27
Greeks and Latvians (66% each) most likely to A’\\Am?jn'a 59 20 26
_ . oldova 57 36 21

express this view. The median share of Central _
.. ] Russia 56 44 28
and Eastern Europeans who believe in the evil Bulgaria 55 A1 36
eye is 48%. By comparison, medians of 46% in Georgia 52 42 11
Latin America and 39% in sub-Saharan Africa, Lithuania 51 38 32
two regions where indigenous religions have Estonia 45 32 33
had a broad impact on the respective cultures, Romania 44 30 22
believe in the evil eye. Belarus 41 38 29
Serbia 41 39 26

. Bosnia

In almost every country in the new survey fewer 40 34 18
e Croatia 30 25 22
respondents say they believe in witchcraft or Potand o5 15 7
reincarnation. Still, considerable shares across Czech Republic 21 o4 3
the region express these beliefs, including 44% Hungary 21 14 o7

in Russia who believe in magic, witchcraft or _ _
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.

sorcery, and 36% in Bulgaria who say they See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

closely associated with Eastern religions such as  pgw researcH CENTER

Hinduism and Buddhism than with

believe in reincarnation — a concept more

Christianity.

More women than men believe in the evil eye, witchcraft and reincarnation. And on balance,
adults under 50 are more likely than their elders to say they believe in reincarnation. For example,
in Latvia, 46% of adults under 50 say they believe in reincarnation, compared with 31% of those 50
and over.

www.pewresearch.org
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Overall, more Orthodox Christians than Catholics say they believe in the evil eye and sorcery,
though across the region there are generally few significant differences between Catholics and
Orthodox Christians when it comes to views of reincarnation.

www.pewresearch.org
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4. Views on religion and politics

People in Central and Eastern Europe generally see churches and other religious institutions —
now back in the public sphere after being largely hidden during the Soviet era — as making positive
contributions to society. Respondents in the region tend to say that churches play beneficial roles
in their countries by strengthening social bonds and helping the poor.

At the same time, considerable shares in many countries — including majorities in some — also say
religious institutions are overly focused on money and power, excessively focused on rules and too
involved with politics. Indeed, majorities in most countries surveyed prefer that religion be kept
separate from government policies and say religious leaders should have little or no influence in
political matters (even if they perceive these same religious leaders as having at least some
political influence).

Adults in Orthodox-majority countries are more comfortable with state support for religion than
are people in Catholic-majority or religiously mixed nations surveyed. In Georgia and Armenia, for
example, the prevailing view is that government should promote religious beliefs and values.

People in Orthodox countries also are more likely than others in the region to favor state funding
for the main religious denomination in their country — in many cases the national Orthodox
church, such as the Serbian Orthodox Church. But fewer than half in most cases support
government funding for other religious groups or say Muslim religious organizations should be
permitted to receive foreign funding.

www.pewresearch.org
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Views of religious institutions in the region more positive than negative - but not
everywhere

To gauge views of religious institutions in general, the survey asked respondents whether they
agree or disagree with a series of six statements — three that proposed potential positive attributes
of religious institutions and three that offered negative ones. On balance, adults across the region
are more likely to agree with the positive statements. In most of the countries surveyed, roughly
half or more say religious institutions strengthen morality in society, bring people together and
strengthen social bonds, and play an important role helping the poor and needy.

But considerable shares — and in some cases majorities — across the region also say religious
institutions focus too much on money and power, focus too much on rules or are overly involved
with politics. In Poland, for example, majorities say all three of these things are the case, with on
balance, higher shares of Poles agreeing with these negative views of religious institutions than
positive views. In fact, Poles are about as likely as or more likely than Czechs to take negative
views of religious institutions, even though the vast majority of Poles are Catholic, while most
Czechs are religiously unaffiliated. And in Bosnia and Croatia, the views that religious institutions
are too concerned with money and power (66% and 69%, respectively) and too involved with
politics (71% and 72%) are far more common than the perceptions that they strengthen morality in
society, strengthen social bonds or help the poor.

www.pewresearch.org
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In most countries, roughly half or more say religious institutions strengthen
morality, social bonds

% who agree that religious institutions ...

Bring people
together & Strengthen Play important Focus too much

strengthen morality in role in helping on money and Focus too much Are too involved

social bonds society poor and needy power on rules with politics
Georgia 73% 80% 70% 25% 55% 28%
Greece 66 68 59 53 53 43
Lithuania 63 66 50 40 43 32
Romania 69 65 61 53 41 44
Belarus 62 64 49 20 28 21
Russia 57 62 46 39 36 37
Ukraine 58 61 45 42 31 36
Moldova 56 59 49 49 42 43
Poland 54 53 52 68 58 71
Estonia 56 52 59 28 41 20
Hungary 51 50 57 41 47 38
Latvia 49 50 46 40 42 27
Bulgaria 49 49 35 57 40 39
Bosnia 52 47 44 66 47 71
Croatia 51 45 53 69 55 72
Serbia 50 45 35 59 38 55
Czech Republic 46 40 51 55 58 42
Armenia 36 31 35 63 37 39
MEDIAN 55 53 50 51 42 39

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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The view that religious institutions strengthen morality in
society is more common in Orthodox-majority countries than
elsewhere in the region. Majorities say this in seven of the 10
Orthodox countries surveyed, including the vast majority in
Georgia (80%).

By comparison, this position is less common in Catholic-
majority countries.

www.pewresearch.org

People in Orthodox
countries tend to say
religious institutions
strengthen morality

% who agree that religious
institutions strengthen morality in
society

Orthodox majority

Georgia 80%
Greece 68
Romania 65
Belarus 64
Russia 62
Ukraine 61
Moldova 59
Bulgaria 49
Serbia 45
Armenia 31

Catholic majority

Lithuania 66%
Poland 53
Hungary 50
Croatia 45
Religiously mixed
Estonia 52%
Latvia 50
Bosnia 47

Majority religiously unaffiliated

Czech Republic 40%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Adults who attend religious services at least weekly and those who say religion is at least
somewhat important in their lives are more likely than those who are less religiously observant to

have positive views of religious institutions.

Religiously unaffiliated adults,
on the other hand, are more
likely to express negative
views of religious institutions.
In all seven countries with
adequate sample sizes of
unaffiliated adults, fewer than
half say religious institutions
strengthen morality in society,
while considerably more say
religious institutions are
overly concerned with money,
power and rules.

And yet, substantial
proportions of religiously
unaffiliated adults (sometimes
referred to as religious
“nones”) express some

More religiously unaffiliated adults express negative
views of religious institutions, but many also see
positive contributions

% of religiously unaffiliated adults who agree that religious institutions ...

Play
Bring people important |Focus too Are too
Strengthen together and role in much on Focus involved
morality in strengthen helping poorl money too much with
society social bonds and needy |and power on rules politics
Croatia 17% 27% 28% 84% 67% 88%
Czech Rep. 31 38 46 59 58 43
Estonia 41 47 62 30 44 21
Hungary 24 28 38 57 58 47
Latvia 23 30 39 45 54 31
Russia 37 34 29 55 45 42
Ukraine 31 28 28 69 45 57

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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positive views of religious institutions. For example, in Estonia, most religious “nones” (62%) say

religious institutions play an important role in helping the poor and needy. And roughly a quarter

or more of unaffiliated adults in all seven countries say religious institutions strengthen social

bonds.

www.pewresearch.org
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Most say religion should be kept separate
from government policies

In most of the countries surveyed, majorities
or pluralities say “religion should be kept
separate from government policies,” rather
than taking the opposing view that
“government policies should support the
spread of religious values and beliefs.”
Sentiment favoring the separation of religion
and government is strongest in Bosnia, a
religiously mixed country that endured a war
in the 1990s fought along religious and ethnic
lines, and the Czech Republic, which has a
religiously unaffiliated majority.

Still, in every country surveyed, roughly one-
in-five or more respondents say governments
should promote religious values, including a
majority in Armenia (59%) and roughly half in
Georgia (52%).

Majorities favor separation of church
and state, but substantial minorities
disagree

% who say ...

= Governments should support spread of religion

m Religion and government policies should be separate

Bosnia
Czech Republic
Poland
Croatia
Estonia
Hungary
Greece
Latvia
Moldova
Serbia
Ukraine
Romania
Belarus
Bulgaria
Russia
Lithuania

Georgia

Armenia

Note: Respondents were asked which statement they most closely
agreed with: “Religion should be kept separate from government
policies” or “Government policies should support the spread of
religious values and beliefs in our country.” Don’t know/refused
responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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People in Orthodox-majority countries are particularly likely
to favor government support for the spread of religious
values. About a third or more favor this in every Orthodox-
majority country surveyed. By contrast, in Catholic-majority,
religiously unaffiliated or religiously mixed countries,
support for government promotion of religious values and
beliefs generally is lower.

Religiously unaffiliated respondents and those with low levels
of religious observance are more likely to favor separation of
religion and government. People with a college education also
are especially likely to take this position.

www.pewresearch.org

Higher support in Orthodox-
majority countries for
governments promoting
religion

% who say governments should

support the spread of religious values
and beliefs in their country

Orthodox majority

Armenia 59%
Georgia 52
Romania 46
Belarus 42
Bulgaria 42
Russia 42
Moldova 36
Serbia 36
Ukraine 36
Greece 34

Catholic majority

Lithuania 43%
Hungary 28
Croatia 27
Poland 25

Religiously mixed

Latvia 29%
Estonia 26
Bosnia 22

Majority religiously unaffilaited

Czech Republic 21%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Many see religious leaders as having at least some influence in politics, but majorities say

this should not be the case

Respondents were asked
about the role currently
played by religious leaders in
political matters: Do they
have a large influence, some
influence, not too much
influence or no influence at
all? Majorities or pluralities
of adults in most countries
surveyed say these leaders
have at least some influence
in the politics of their
country. This includes
roughly three-in-ten or more
in Bosnia, Croatia and Poland
who say religious leaders in
their country have a large
influence in political matters.

Even in the majority-
unaffiliated Czech Republic,
most people say religious
leaders have at least some
influence on politics.

Two Catholic-majority
countries, Poland and
Croatia, have among the
highest shares of people
saying religious leaders have
at least some influence on
politics in their country (75%
and 71%, respectively).

Three-quarters of Poles say religious leaders have at
least some influence in politics

% who say religious leaders in their country have large influence/some
influence in political matters

H Large influence m Some influence

Poland [NERR 0 75

Bosnia 72
Croatia 71
Greece 66
Romania 65
Armenia 57

Serbia 56

Czech Republic 55

Hungary 55

Russia 48

Moldova 48

Ukraine 48

Belarus [IE Rl 46

Georgia 44
Lithuania 43

Bulgaria 41

Latvia 26

Estonia 17

Note: Subtotals may not add to net totals due to rounding.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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A parallel question, in which respondents were
asked how much influence religious leaders
should have in politics (and were given the
same four response options), finds that in
most of the countries where religious leaders
are widely seen as having political influence,
majorities oppose that influence.

In Poland, Bosnia, Croatia and Greece, where
about two-thirds or more say religious leaders
are influential in politics, roughly two-thirds
or more would prefer for these leaders to have
either “not too much influence” in political
matters or “no influence at all.” For example,
in Bosnia, 72% say religious leaders have at
least some influence in politics in their
country, while 82% say they should not have
so much influence.

Overall, majorities in 14 of the 18 countries
surveyed believe religious leaders should have
little or no influence in political affairs.
Armenia is the only country where most
respondents (56%) say religious leaders
should have either a “large influence” (21%) or
“some influence” (35%) in politics.

Religiously observant adults (that is, those
who say religion is very important in their
lives, pray daily or attend religious services
weekly) are more likely than others to say
religious leaders should have an influence on
political matters. And overall, religiously
unaffiliated respondents are less likely than
Muslims, Catholics or Orthodox Christians to
take this position.

In most countries, majorities want little
or no political influence by religious
leaders

% who believe religious leaders should have in
political matters

Large/some Not too much/no
influence at all

influence

o
00
N
X

Bosnia

Croatia

Estonia
Greece
Hungary
Latvia
Poland
Czech Republic
Moldova
Serbia
Belarus
Bulgaria
Lithuania

Ukraine

o1

Romania

1

Russia

I
(o))

ofloflofloflolo
l!’\"\’b4>4>o10101 2
N

Georgia

I
'A

Armenia

Note: Don’t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Substantial support for government funding for a country’s
main church or religious institution

In each country, respondents were asked whether the dominant
church or religious institution in their country should receive
financial support from the government. For instance, Russians
were asked whether the Russian Orthodox Church should
receive public funding, while Hungarians were asked the same
about the Roman Catholic Church in Hungary. (In Bosnia,
respondents were asked about public funding for regional
churches; results are not analyzed here because the question
was not directly comparable to what was asked in other
countries. See topline for full results.)

Half or more of adults in seven of the 17 countries analyzed, and
substantial proportions of adults elsewhere, say the dominant
church in their country should receive financial support from
the government.

Adults in Orthodox-majority countries are particularly inclined
to express support for this type of government funding. In most
Orthodox countries, higher shares say the government should
support the national Orthodox church than say it should not.
For example, in Russia, 50% support public funding of the
Russian Orthodox Church, compared with 38% who oppose it.

On the other hand, in the Catholic-majority countries of
Lithuania, Hungary, Croatia and Poland, fewer than half of
respondents say the Catholic Church should receive public
funds.

Across the region, those who say religion is at least somewhat
important in their lives are significantly more likely than others
to favor public funding of their country’s dominant church. A
similar pattern emerges when comparing those who pray daily
or attend church weekly with those who do so less often.

www.pewresearch.org

Higher support in
Orthodox countries for
government funding of
the dominant church

% who say the dominant church in
the country should receive financial
support from the government

Orthodox majority

Georgia 82%
Moldova 68
Armenia 62
Romania 58

Serbia 58

Bulgaria 53

Russia 50
Belarus 44
Ukraine 38
Greece 18

Catholic majority

Lithuania 42%
Hungary 41
Croatia 40
Poland 28
Religiously mixed
Estonia 44%
Latvia 30

Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic 18%

Note: In Estonia and Latvia, respondents
were asked about government funding for
the Lutheran church. In Czech Republic,
respondents were asked about public
funding for the Catholic Church.

Due to differences in question wording,
results for Bosnia are not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Women are more likely than men to say that churches should receive financial support from the
government, and respondents without a college degree are more likely than college graduates to
say this.

www.pewresearch.org
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Less support for public funding of other
religious groups

Should religious groups other than a country’s
dominant denomination receive funding from
the government? In nearly every country
surveyed, fewer people favor public funding for
other religious groups than favor government
financial support for the dominant church.

In Orthodox-majority countries, the share of
adults who support public funding of other
religious groups tends to be considerably lower
than the share supporting government funding
of the national Orthodox church. In Russia, for
example, 50% say they support public funding
for the Russian Orthodox Church, compared
with 26% who favor public funding for other
religious organizations.

By comparison, in most other countries
surveyed, there is a smaller gap between the
shares of people who support government
funding for the Catholic or Lutheran churches
and those who favor public funding for other
religious groups.

More support for government funding of
dominant church than for other religious
groups

% who say should receive financial support from
the government

Country’s Other
dominant religious
church groups Difference

Orthodox majority
Armenia 62% 10% +52
Georgia 82 45 +37
Moldova 68 32 +36
Bulgaria 53 27 +26
Russia 50 26 +24
Serbia 58 40 +18
Ukraine 38 20 +18
Romania 58 46 +12
Greece 18 7 +11
Belarus 44 37 +7
Catholic majority
Lithuania 42% 22% +20
Hungary 41 32 +9
Poland 28 19 +9
Croatia 40 34 +6
Religiously mixed
Estonia 44% 28% +16
Latvia 30 23 +7
Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic 18% 14% +4

Note: In Latvia and Estonia, respondents were asked if the Lutheran
church should receive government funding. In Czech Republic,
respondents were asked about the Catholic Church. Due to
differences in question wording, results for Bosnia are not shown
Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Overall, low support for foreign funding of religious groups - especially Muslims

In most countries, fewer than half of respondents

say foreign funding of religious organizations — More people support foreign funding
whether Muslim or Christian — should be for Christian than Muslim religious
permitted. But more people in the predominantly organizations

Christian region say Christian religious %whosay ___ should be permitted to receive

organizations in their country should be permitted foreign funding

: : : Christian Muslim
to receive foreign funding than say the same about religions religious
Muslim organizations. organizations organizations Diff.
Latvia 46% 15% +31
. . . . Estonia
Muslims in the region are more likely than othersto _ 52 23 *29
. . . . . Lithuania 46 18 +28
say foreign funding for Muslim religious :

o ° ) L Romania 52 24 +28
organizations should be permitted. That said, in the 5,546 43 19 +24
four countries where sample sizes of Muslims are Georgia 55 31 +24
large enough for analysis, Muslims are about as Moldova 55 33 +22
likely to support allowing foreign funds for Bulgaria 41 21 +20
Christian religious organizations as they are for Hungary 32 12 +20
Muslim ones. Serbia 45 26 +19

Czech Rep. 26 10 +16
.. Poland
Armenia is the one country surveyed where the _ 30 17 +13
. . . . Ukraine 47 34 +13
share supporting foreign funding for Muslim

s Greece 23 13 +10
organizations far exceeds the share that supports Croatia 47 38 +9
foreign funding for Christian organizations (74% vs.  Russia 30 23 +7
37%). One theory explaining Armenians’ broad Bosnia 67 67 0
support for allowing Muslim organizations to Armenia 37 74 -37
receive foreign funding is that many Armenians Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18

countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and

recent restoration of the Blue Mosque of Yerevan. Eastern Europe”

know about (and accept) Iranian funding of the

Armenia and neighboring Iran have close political PEW RESEARCH CENTER

and cultural ties, and the mosque is primarily used
by Iranians visiting or living in Yerevan, Armenia’s capital.2’

28 Zarifian, Julien. 2008. “Christian Armenia, Islamic Iran: Two (Not so) Strange Companions: Geopolitical Stakes and Significance of a Special
Relationship.” Iran and the Caucasus.

www.pewresearch.org
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5. Social views and morality

Many adults in Central and Eastern Europe hold traditional viewpoints on social issues. Majorities
oppose same-sex marriage and say homosexuality should not be accepted by society. And while
abortion is legal in nearly every country included in the survey (Poland is an exception), public
opinion about whether abortion should be legal is mixed, with women and men about equally
supportive of legal abortion in most countries.

On balance, younger adults (ages 18 to 34) are more likely than others to accept homosexuality
and same-sex marriage. Still, even in this cohort, majorities in most countries say homosexuality
should not be accepted by society. College-educated respondents also are more likely than others
to say society should accept homosexuality.

In Orthodox-majority countries, views on sexual and gender norms are more traditional and
conservative than in Catholic-majority or religiously mixed countries. Adults in Orthodox
countries are more likely than those elsewhere to reject homosexuality and to oppose same-sex
marriage and legal abortion. Higher shares in Orthodox countries also favor traditional roles for
women in marriage and society; many say that women have a social responsibility to bear
children, that men should have greater rights to jobs when jobs are scarce and that wives must
always obey their husbands.

On balance, men are more likely than women to hold traditional views on gender roles. For
example, men are more likely than women to say a wife must always obey her husband. At the
same time, in most countries men are about as likely as women to say they prefer a marriage in
which both partners work and share household responsibilities.

The survey also asked whether several behaviors are morally acceptable, morally wrong or not a
moral issue. Use of drugs, prostitution and homosexual behavior are widely seen as morally wrong
across the region, while views are more mixed on abortion, drinking alcohol or having premarital
sex. Fewer respondents view divorce or using contraception as morally wrong.

www.pewresearch.org
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Homosexuality widely rejected

In most countries across Central and Eastern . .
Younger adults widely reject

Europe, the dominant view is that .
homosexuality, but less so than older

homosexuality should not be accepted by

. . adults
society. In 13 of the 18 countries surveyed,
o e . . . % who say homosexuality should not be accepted by
majorities — including nearly all Armenians society
(97%) and two-thirds or more of the public in Ages
10 other nations — take this stance. The Czech Total 18-34 Ages35+  Diff.
. G 44% 24% 51% 27
Republic has by far the lowest share of adults reece ’ 0 0
O th ) h i hould reiect Lithuania 69 56 74 -18
in the region who say society should rejec Estonia 62 50 7 P
] [0)
homosexuality (22%). Belarus 84 . - e
Romania 85 76 88 -12
In 10 of the 18 countries surveyed, younger Serbia 75 66 78 12
adults (ages 18 to 34) are significantly less Bosnia 82 76 84 -8
likely than older ones to say society should Latvia 70 64 72 -8
reject homosexuality. Still, even among these Czech Rep. 22 17 24 -7
young adults, majorities in most countries say ~ “°ldova 92 88 93 S
. Bulgaria 61 54 63 =9
homosexuality should not be accepted by &
ot Croatia 48 43 50 -7
society. Hungary 54 49 56 =1
o _ ) ) Poland 47 42 49 7
Similarly, in most countries, respondents with Russia 86 i s P
a college education are less likely than othersto  ggorgi 93 o1 94 3
say homosexuality should be rejected by Ukraine 86 84 87 3
society. But again, on balance, college- Armenia 97 98 97 +1

educated respondents say SOClety should reJeCt Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold.
homosexuality. Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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In several countries, men are more likely than
women to say homosexuality should be

rejected by society.
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Overall, rejection of homosexuality is more widespread in
Orthodox-majority countries than elsewhere in the region. In
eight of the 10 Orthodox countries surveyed, large majorities
say society should not accept homosexuality.

Views on whether homosexuality should be accepted by society
are more evenly split in Catholic-majority countries. In
Hungary, for example, 54% say homosexuality should be
rejected, as do 48% in Croatia and 47% in Poland. Lithuania is
the only Catholic-majority country surveyed where a clear
majority (69%) takes this position.

www.pewresearch.org

People in Orthodox
countries more likely to
say homosexuality should
not be accepted

% who say homosexuality should
not be accepted by society

Orthodox majority

Armenia

Georgia 93
92

6
5

Moldova
Russia

Ukraine 6

K

8
8
8
Belarus 84

Serbia 5
61

Bulgaria
44

Greece
Catholic majority

Lithuania 69%

54
48
47

Hungary

Croatia

Poland

Religiously mixed countries
Bosnia 82%

Latvia 70
Estonia 62

Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech o
Rep. . 22%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for

details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Limited support for legalization of same-sex marriage

The widespread idea that society should not accept
homosexuality is accompanied by low levels of support for the
legalization of same-sex marriage in the region. In none of the
18 countries are same-sex couples legally allowed to marry, and
many have amended their constitutions to restrict marriage to
unions of one man and one woman.

Only in the Czech Republic, which has allowed registered
partnerships for same-sex couples since 2006, do most adults
(65%) favor allowing gay and lesbian couples to marry legally.
Four other countries surveyed — Croatia, Estonia, Greece and
Hungary — also allow same-sex domestic partnerships or civil
unions, but in these countries, no more than about a third of
adults favor full same-sex marriage. Support for legalization of
same-sex marriage is especially low in Russia (5%) and other
Orthodox-majority former Soviet republics such as Armenia
(3%), Georgia (3%), Moldova (5%) and Ukraine (9%).

Compared with others surveyed, Orthodox-majority countries
typically have lower levels of support for legal same-sex
marriage; in most Orthodox countries, fewer than one-in-five
adults favor same-sex marriage.

Broadly speaking, age is a factor when it comes to views toward
same-sex marriage. In most of the countries surveyed, younger
adults (those under 35) are considerably more likely than their
elders to favor legalized same-sex marriage (see Overview for
exact figures). Greece shows the largest gap of this kind, with
the level of support among younger adults (45%) more than
double that among older people (19%). But, in a few countries,
such as Armenia, Georgia, Moldova and Russia, there is very
little support for same-sex marriage among adults of any age.

www.pewresearch.org

In Orthodox-majority
countries, fewer people
favor same-sex marriage

% who favor or strongly favor
allowing gays and lesbians to
marry legally

Orthodox majority
Greece 26%

Romania 26
Bulgaria 18
Belarus 16
Serbia 12
Ukraine 9
Moldova
Russia

Armenia

W W o o,

Georgia

Catholic majority

Poland 32%
Croatia 31
Hungary 27

Lithuania 12

Religiously mixed countries

Estonia 23%
Latvia 16
Bosnia 13

Majority religiously unaffiliated

Czech Republic

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Education levels also affect support for same-
sex marriage. On balance, people with college
education are more likely than others to favor
same-sex marriage. Still, except for the Czech
Republic, in none of the countries surveyed do a
majority of college-educated adults favor
allowing gay and lesbian couples to marry
legally.

Support for legalization of same-sex marriage is
somewhat higher among religiously unaffiliated
people compared with those who have a
religious affiliation, but still, only in the Czech
Republic (71%) and Croatia (61%) do a majority
of unaffiliated adults favor same-sex marriage.
And in Russia, just 8% of religious “nones”
support gay marriage.

In countries with large enough samples of both
Catholics and Orthodox Christians to analyze
separately, there are generally only modest
differences, if any, between the two groups. For
instance, in Bosnia, 8% of Orthodox Christians
and 7% of Catholics favor allowing same-sex
marriage.

Just 8% of religiously unaffiliated
Russians favor legal same-sex marriage

% who favor or strongly favor allowing gays and
lesbians to marry legally

Orthodox  Catholic  Unaffiliated
% % %

Armenia 3 n/a n/a
Belarus 16 14 n/a
Bosnia 8 7 n/a
Bulgaria 19 n/a n/a
Croatia n/a 29 61
Czech Republic n/a 50 71
Estonia 8 n/a 34
Georgia 3 n/a n/a
Greece 25 n/a n/a
Hungary n/a 25 34
Latvia 9 15 22
Lithuania n/a 11 n/a
Moldova 5 n/a n/a
Poland n/a 29 n/a
Romania 27 n/a n/a
Russia 5 n/a 8

Serbia 11 n/a n/a
Ukraine 9 6 13
MEDIAN 9 15 34

Note: “n/a” indicates sample size too small to analyze.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Mixed support for legal abortion

While abortion is legal on request in nearly all 18 countries surveyed (with the exception of

Poland), public opinion is mixed on the issue. In fact, in just eight of the countries surveyed do

clear majorities express support for legal abortion.

In 13 of the 18 countries surveyed, women and men are about equally likely to support legal

abortion. Only in five countries — Armenia,
Georgia, Latvia, Lithuania and Serbia — are
women significantly more likely than men to
say abortion should be legal in all or most
cases.

Overall, adults in Orthodox-majority countries
are less likely than those elsewhere to support
legal abortion. Across the 10 Orthodox
countries surveyed, the median share of
people supporting legal abortion in all or most
cases is 44%, compared with 58% across the
other eight nations. Support is especially low
in Georgia and Moldova, where just 10% and
14%, respectively, say abortion should be
allowed in all or most cases — even though
abortion is legal in both countries. On the
other hand, in Poland, where there are legal
restrictions on abortion, 41% say women
should be able to have an abortion in all or
most cases.

College-educated and younger respondents
(ages 18 to 49) are more likely than others to
favor legal abortion in all or most cases.

Support for legal abortion lower in
Orthodox-majority countries

% who say having an abortion should be legal in all or
most cases

Orthodox majority
Bulgaria

Serbia

Romania

Armenia

Greece

Belarus

Russia

Ukraine

Moldova

Georgia

Catholic majority

Hungary

Croatia

Lithuania

Poland

Religiously mixed

14
10

80%
63
58
56
45
42
36
35

70%
60
52
41

Estonia [ 8 1%
Latvia [N 55
Bosnia [N 47

Majority religiously unaffiliated

Czech Republic

84%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Besides country of residence, religion tied to views on legal abortion, gay marriage

While views on abortion and same-sex marriage are closely connected to the country a respondent
lives in, opinions also are tied to a respondent’s religious observance and religious identity. Even
after controlling for gender, age, education and respondents’ country of residence, those who say
religion is “very important” in their lives are more likely than others to oppose same-sex marriage
and legal abortion. And overall, religiously unaffiliated respondents are more likely to favor both
of these things when holding other factors constant.

Statistical analysis also shows that age affects views on legal gay marriage, but matters less when it
comes to views on abortion. Younger adults (ages 18 to 49) are more likely than their elders to
favor legal gay marriage, even after accounting for gender, education and religion, but they are
about equally likely to support legal abortion.

www.pewresearch.org
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Traditional views on gender roles more

common in Orthodox-majority nations
Large majorities in Orthodox countries
say women have a social responsibility
to bear children

% who completely/mostly agree with the statement,

Majorities of adults in 12 of the 18 countries
surveyed agree with the statement, “Women
have a responsibility to society to bear

children.” “Women have a responsibility to society to bear
children”
On balance, women are significantly more Orthodox majority

Armenia [ 82%
Romania [ 51
cuigeria [N 7
Georgia [ 71
Moldova _ 69

serbia [IE 60
Greece [T o8
Ukraine _ 65
Belarus _ 59

Russia _ 59

Catholic majority

Hungary [ 77%

likely than men to disagree with the statement,
although in just five of the 18 nations do
majorities of women disagree that women
have a societal responsibility to bear children.

As with many other social issues, older adults
(ages 35 and older) and those without college
degrees are more likely to take the traditional
position — in this case, that women have a
responsibility to society to bear children.

Adults in Orthodox-majority countries also are
generally more likely than those elsewhere in
the region to take the traditional stance;
indeed, majorities in all 10 Orthodox countries
surveyed, including about eight-in-ten in
Armenia and Romania, say women have a
societal responsibility to bear children.

Lithuania [T 47
Poland _ 44
Croatia _ 43

Religiously mixed
Bosnia. [ 1%
Estonia _ 45
Latvia _ 39

Majority religiously unaffiliated
Populations in other countries are Czech Republic [ 42%
considerably less likely to agree with this idea.
Of the eight non-Orthodox countries included
in this survey, only in two — Hungary and
Bosnia — do majorities say women have a

societal obligation to bear children.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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The two countries where people are most likely to disagree with this sentiment are the Czech
Republic (56%) and Latvia (57%).
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Many adults say men should have greater
employment rights than women

Majorities or pluralities in most countries
across Central and Eastern Europe disagree
with the statement, “When jobs are scarce,
men should have more rights to a job than
women.” Still, considerable minorities in
several countries — and majorities in a few —
either completely agree or mostly agree that
when jobs are scarce, men should have more
rights to a job than women.

On balance, men are more likely to agree with
this statement, as are adults with less than a
college education. In a few countries, adults
under 35 are less likely than older people to
say men should have greater employment
rights than women, but in the vast majority of
countries surveyed there are no statistically
significant differences by age on this question.

Respondents in Orthodox-majority countries
are more likely than those elsewhere to favor
these employment rights for men — including
about half or more who say this in Armenia,
Georgia, Moldova and Romania.

In Orthodox-majority countries, more
people say men should have greater
employment rights than women

% who completely/mostly agree with the statement,

“When jobs are scarce, men should have more rights to a
job than women”

Orthodox majority

Romania [ 5%
Georgia [T 60
Moldova [EEEEEE 56
Armenia [EEEEEENN 53
Greece [N 45
Belarus _ 42
Russia [ 40
Serbia _ 34
Bulgaria [ 32
Ukraine _ 29
Catholic majority
Hungary _ 34%
Poland [ 34
Lithuania _ 30
Croatia _ 23
Religiously mixed
Bosnia [ 39%
Latvia _ 25
Estonia - 19

Majority religiously unaffiliated

Czech Republic [ 32%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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In Orthodox-majority countries, roughly three-in-ten or more
agree that a wife must obey her husband

In general, people in Central and Eastern Europe tend to
disagree with the statement, “A wife must always obey her
husband.” But respondents in Orthodox-majority countries are
more likely than people elsewhere to agree that wives must obey
their husbands — especially in Armenia (where 82% agree) and
Romania (72%).

In countries without an Orthodox majority, this position is less
accepted. In Estonia, for example, just 18% accept this view. And
in all four of the Catholic-majority countries surveyed (Croatia,
Hungary, Lithuania and Poland), large majorities oppose the
idea that a wife must always obey her husband.

Women are significantly less likely than men to agree that wives
must always obey their husbands. And college-educated adults
also are less likely than those with less education to agree with
the statement.

The survey also finds that nationalist sentiment is tied to
conservative social views. People who agree that their culture is
superior to others, or that there is a conflict between their
country’s traditional values and those of the West, are more
likely to say a wife is obligated to obey her husband.

www.pewresearch.org

Higher shares in
Orthodox countries than
elsewhere say wives
should obey husbands

% who agree/disagree with the

statement, “A wife must always
obey her husband”

Agree Disagree
Orthodox majority
Armenia 82% 17%
Romania 72 27
Georgia 54 45
Moldova 46 51
Belarus 43 53
Ukraine 41 54
Russia 36 60
Greece 34 63
Serbia 34 65
Bulgaria 31 68
Catholic majority
Poland 26% 69%
Hungary 25 74
Lithuania 24 73
Croatia 20 79
Religiously mixed
Bosnia 36% 63%
Latvia 26 71
Estonia 18 81

Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic 21% 78%

Notes: Don’t know/refused responses not
shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Majorities across all countries surveyed prefer a marriage where partners share work and

household responsibilities

All respondents (not just those who are
married) were asked which of three types of
marriages they think is ideal: one where the
husband and wife both work and earn money
and both look after the household and children,
one where the wife works and the husband
looks after the household and children, or one
where the husband works and the wife looks
after the household and children.

Clear majorities in all countries surveyed favor
a marriage in which both spouses work and
share household responsibilities. Preference for
this type of marriage ranges from a low of 65%
in Ukraine to a high of eight-in-ten or more in
Croatia, Lithuania and several other countries.

In most countries, college-educated adults are
more likely than others to favor a marriage with
shared responsibilities. That said, majorities of
people without a college degree in every country
surveyed also favor this type of arrangement.

Generally, women are more likely than men to
say they prefer a marriage in which both
spouses work and share household tasks, but in
more than half the countries, there are no
significant differences between the attitudes of
men and women on this issue. Similarly, in a
few countries, younger adults (ages 18 to 34)

Most say an ideal marriage has both
parents working, both parents looking
after children and household

% who say an ideal marriage is one in which ...

Wife earns
Both spouses Husband money and
earn money earns money husband
and tend to and wife tends tends to
children and to children children and
home and home home

Croatia 84% 14% 1%
Lithuania 84 15 1
Serbia 83 16 1
Estonia 82 17 <1
Romania 82 17 1
Bosnia 80 18 1
Hungary 79 20 1
Bulgaria 78 20 1
Czech Republic 77 21 1
Greece 76 24 1
Georgia 75 23 1
Poland 75 22 2
Moldova 73 26 <1
Belarus 72 25 1
Latvia 71 27 1
Russia 69 29

Armenia 67 32 <1
Ukraine 65 33 1

Note: Don’t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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are more likely than older adults to favor a marriage with shared responsibilities. But, again, in

most countries there are no significant differences by age.

Across the region, Orthodox Christians are about as likely as Catholics and religious “nones” to say
they prefer a marriage with shared responsibilities. But Muslim adults are less likely than others to
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favor this arrangement. Still, about half or more of Muslims in every country with a Muslim
population large enough for analysis say the ideal marriage is one in which both spouses work and
share household responsibilities and child-rearing.
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Nationalism goes hand in hand with

conservative views on gender norms and Those who say their culture is superior
homosexuality more likely than others to agree men
should get employment priority

. % who agree with the statement, “When jobs are scarce,
and Eastern Europe appear to go hand in hand men should have more rights to a job than women,” by

with widespread nationalist sentiments. response to the statement, “Our people are not perfect,
but our culture is superior to others”

High levels of social conservatism in Central

Disagree
The survey finds that those who completely or Agree culture cu.f:’:,e
mostly agree that their culture is superior to superior  superior Diff.
th likelv to tak . Greece 48% 16% +32
others are more likely to take conservative
. Y . Poland 44 24 +20
positions on gender norms and sexuality. For Serbia a1 o1 +20
example, those who see their culture as superior | ihuania 40 21 +19
are more likely to agree that men should be Armenia 55 38 +17
given employment preference over women Hungary 42 25 +17
when jobs are scarce. They also are more likely Croatia 32 16 +16
than others to say homosexual behavior is Romania 70 54 +16
morally wrong. Estonia 29 15 +14
Belarus 48 37 +11
Latvia 32 21 +11
Statistical analysis of the data shows that
. . y . . Russia 43 32 +11
nationalist sentiment is more closely associated 5 . a1 30 +9
with views on employment preference for men Bulgaria 34 25 +9
than is religious observance. And when it comes  ykraine 34 25 +9
to several other gender issues, including wives’ Moldova 60 52 +8
obligation to obey their husbands or women’s Czech Republic 35 27 +8
responsibility to bear children, nationalist Georgia 61 55 +6
sentiment is about as closely associated with Note: Don't know; refused responses not shown.
. . .. Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
views on these issues as religious observance. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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associated with views toward homosexuality,

religious observance is an even more salient
factor.
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Drugs, prostitution widely seen as morally wrong; divorce, contraception less so

Respondents were asked whether various behaviors are morally acceptable, morally wrong or “not
a moral issue.” Majorities in most countries surveyed believe that drug use, prostitution and
homosexual behavior are morally wrong, while fewer adults say this about abortion, drinking
alcohol, premarital sex, divorce or using contraceptives.

Strong moral opposition toward using drugs, prostitution

% who say ___is morally wrong

Using Homosexual Having an Drinking Premarital Using

drugs Prostitution behavior abortion alcohol sex Divorce contraceptives
Armenia 96% 96% 98% 69% 56% 79% 56% 42%
Belarus 87 80 85 38 34 26 16 15
Bosnia 85 86 81 53 56 50 20 24
Bulgaria 76 76 58 19 29 20 20 15
Croatia 72 76 49 42 41 17 19 20
Czech Rep. 81 67 21 18 26 8 12
Estonia 85 74 64 23 35 13 10
Georgia 88 91 90 65 36 76 31 36
Greece 72 78 51 53 25 11 14 16
Hungary 86 81 53 26 29 12 16 8
Latvia 78 73 68 28 31 12 13 7
Lithuania 94 88 72 33 51 17 13 9
Moldova 93 91 91 66 62 47 41 35
Poland 65 72 48 53 29 23 25 19
Romania 82 87 82 60 37 41 29 24
Russia 88 84 85 45 43 36 16 13
Serbia 74 80 69 38 44 24 18 14
Ukraine 91 83 83 48 43 38 26 13
All countries
median 85 81 71 44 37 24 19 15
Orthodox majority 88 84 84 51 40 37 23 16
Other countries 83 75 59 31 33 15 15 9

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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Younger adults (ages 18 to 34) are less likely than their elders to say many of the behaviors
mentioned in the survey are morally objectionable. And college-educated adults are less likely to
have moral reservations about many of these behaviors than are those with less education. There
are fewer consistent differences in the opinions of men and women on these issues, yet women are
less likely than men to say that drinking alcohol or prostitution are morally acceptable.

Overall, respondents in Orthodox-majority countries are more likely than those elsewhere to take
traditional or conservative stances on sexual norms — that is, to morally oppose contraceptive use,
abortion, premarital sex and homosexuality. Roughly half or more in every Orthodox-majority
country say homosexuality is morally wrong, including overwhelming majorities in Armenia
(98%), Moldova (91%) and Georgia (90%). In Poland, meanwhile, just 48% feel this way, and in
the Czech Republic, just 21%.

In general, religiously unaffiliated respondents are less likely than others to find these behaviors
morally wrong, while Muslim respondents are especially likely to find them immoral. For instance,
in Russia, 18% of religious “nones” say premarital sex is morally wrong, compared with 36% of
Orthodox Christians and 64% of Muslims who say the same.
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Across Central and Eastern Europe, most
say you can be moral without believing in
God

Survey respondents were asked whether it is
necessary to believe in God to be moral and
have good values. Majorities of adults in most
of the Central and Eastern European countries
surveyed say people can be moral and have
good values even if they don’t believe in God.

This view is most common in the Czech
Republic, where 66% of respondents say they
do not believe in God and 87% say it is not

necessary to believe in God to have good values.

But even in some countries where belief in God
is far more widespread, such as Greece and
Bosnia, majorities say it is not necessary to
believe in God to be moral and have good
values.

The only countries where majorities take the
opposite view — that belief in God is necessary
to be moral and have good values — are the
Orthodox-majority countries of Armenia,
Georgia, Moldova and Romania. In each of
these countries, more than nine-in-ten adults
express belief in God.

Czechs most likely to say belief in God is
not necessary to be a moral person
% who say ...

It is not necessary It is necessary to
to believe in God to believe in God to
be moral and have be moral and have

good values good values
Czech Republic 87% 12%
Estonia 78 18
Croatia 77 22
Latvia 75 20
Russia 69 27
Hungary 68 30
Greece 66 33
Lithuania 65 32
Belarus 63 33
Bosnia 63 36
Ukraine 63 32
Bulgaria 61 38
Serbia 61 38
Poland 59 34
Moldova 40 57
Armenia 35 63
Georgia 35 61
Romania 27 72

Notes: Don’t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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People who say religion is very important in their lives are much more likely than others to link

personal morality to a belief in God. And Muslims, on balance, are more likely than members of

other religious groups to take this view.

On the other hand, religiously unaffiliated adults are less likely than others to say belief in God is

necessary to be moral. Similarly, college-educated adults are much less likely than those with a

secondary education or less to say it is necessary.
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6. Science and religion

Most people across Central and Eastern Europe say they believe in evolution — that is, that
humans and other living things have evolved to their present state over long periods — rather than
that humans have existed in their current form since the beginning of time. And those who believe
in evolution are more likely to say that it occurred through natural processes that favored
organisms with beneficial traits, rather than under the guidance of a supreme being.

Still, while most people believe in evolution, there is no regional consensus on the broader
question of whether scientific and religious worldviews are at odds with one another. In nearly half
of the countries surveyed, most respondents see science and religion as generally in conflict, while
in the other countries opinion is either closely divided or most people say they don’t see a conflict
between the two.
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Most say humans and other living things
have evolved over time

In most of the countries surveyed, majorities say
humans and other living things have “evolved
over time,” as opposed to having existed in their
present state since the beginning of time.

Acceptance of the scientific theory of evolution is
most common in the Czech Republic (83%) and
Estonia (74%), which have large populations of
religiously unaffiliated people. Acceptance also
is widespread in Hungary, Latvia, Greece and
Russia.

People are least likely to believe in evolution in
Armenia and Bosnia, where roughly half or more
say humans and other organisms have existed in
their current forms since the beginning of time.

Overall, religious “nones” are more likely than
those who are affiliated with a religious group to
believe in evolution. And people who say religion
is very important in their lives are more likely
than others to reject evolution.

Across the region, Orthodox Christians and
Catholics are about equally likely to say humans
and other living things have evolved over time.
And belief in evolution is generally about as
common in Orthodox-majority countries as in
other countries.

Younger people (ages 18 to 34) and those with
college degrees are significantly more likely to
believe in evolution than older people and those
with less formal education.

Majorities or pluralities in most countries
believe in evolution

% who say humans and other living things have ...

Existed in present state

Evolved over time  gjce beginning of time

Czech Republic . 16%
Estonia
Hungary
Latvia
Greece
Russia
Belarus
Romania
Poland
Serbia
Bulgaria
Georgia
Croatia
Ukraine
Lithuania
Moldova
Bosnia
Armenia

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Respondents who say they believe in evolution
were asked a follow-up question: Do you
believe evolution was guided by a supreme
being, or do you instead believe that living
beings evolved through natural processes such
as natural selection? In almost every country
surveyed, people who believe in evolution are
much more likely to say natural selection was
the driving force.

By comparison, fully a quarter of Americans
(25%) say humans have evolved under the
guidance of a supreme being, just slightly
lower than the share who believe in evolution
due to natural processes (33%). About a third
of U.S. adults say they do not believe in
evolution.

More people say evolution driven by
natural processes rather than guided by
a supreme being

% who say humans and other living things have ...

m Evolved due to natural selection

= Evolved under guidance of supreme being

Czech Republic
Estonia 63 [
Belarus 44 = 15

Romania 38 22
Georgia 32 22
Lithuania
Ukraine
Moldova 28 | 16
Bosnia
Armenia

Note: Don’'t know/refused responses not shown. Respondents who
say humans and others living things have existed in their present
form since the beginning of time also are not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
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At least a third in most countries say
science and religion are generally in
conflict

There is no consensus in the countries
surveyed on the question of whether science
and religion are generally in conflict. In nine of
the 18 countries surveyed, at least half of
respondents say there is a conflict between
science and religion.

Generally, respondents in Orthodox-majority
countries are less likely than people in
Catholic-majority nations to say religion and
science are in conflict. Across the 10 Orthodox
countries surveyed, the median share saying
there is such a conflict is 44%, compared with
56% in the four Catholic-majority countries.

In the Baltic countries, relatively few people
say science and religion are in conflict,
including 34% in Latvia and 35% in Lithuania.

In some places, such as the United States,
highly religious people are less likely than
others to say there is a conflict between
religion and science. While this is true in a few
countries in Central and Eastern Europe
(Poland, Ukraine, Hungary and Bosnia), in
other countries surveyed there are no
significant differences between the views of
highly religious and less religious respondents
on this issue.

No regional consensus on whether
science and religion are in conflict

% who say generally there is/is not a conflict between
science and religion

Generally no Yes, there is
conflict conflict

Greece . 74%
Serbia
Croatia

Czech Republic
Bosnia
Hungary
Armenia
Bulgaria
Poland
Moldova
Russia
Romania
Georgia
Ukraine
Estonia
Lithuania

Latvia

Belarus

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Few say science will eventually explain
everything

Most people in the region see limits to the
reach of scientific explanations. When asked to
choose between two statements — that science
will eventually “provide an explanation for
everything,” or that science “will never be able
to explain everything” — clear majorities
choose the latter statement in almost every
country surveyed.

Overall, Catholics are less likely than Orthodox
Christians or religiously unaffiliated adults to
say science will one day provide explanations
for everything. No more than a third of
Catholics say this in any country surveyed. In
contrast, religiously unaffiliated adults are
more likely to express faith in science’s reach.
For example, more than half of religiously
unaffiliated adults in Ukraine (65%) and
Russia (55%) say science will eventually
provide an explanation for everything.

Most say science will never be able to
explain everything
% who say ...

Science will eventually Science will never
explain everythi
Croatia 1

ng explain everything
@. 78%

Bosnia
Lithuania
Latvia
Estonia
Greece
Poland
Bulgaria
Romania
Serbia
Czech Republic
Ukraine
Hungary
Moldova
Georgia
Russia
Belarus

Armenia

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
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7. Views on role of Russia in the region, and the Soviet Union

In most Central and Eastern European countries, there is solid public support for “a strong
Russia” to be a counterweight against “the influence of the West.” This sentiment is most evident
among Orthodox Christians, who share a religious affiliation with most Russians, and among
people who believe their country’s values conflict with Western ones. It is less common in
countries that have tense relationships with Moscow. Indeed, Ukraine and Georgia (which have
experienced recent armed conflicts with Russia or pro-Russian separatists, including an ongoing
clash in eastern Ukraine) are exceptions to the broad pattern of pro-Russian sentiment found in
other Orthodox-majority countries.29

While many people in the region see the need for Russia to play a strong geopolitical role, this does
not necessarily mean that the West is seen in a purely adversarial light. Majorities in 15 of the 18
countries surveyed say they think their nations should “work closely” with the United States and
other Western powers. That said, in most countries where Orthodoxy is dominant, American
companies are viewed less favorably, on the whole, than Russian companies. And in NATO
member states in the region, including Hungary, the Czech Republic and Bulgaria, the U.S. is not
seen as a wholly reliable ally; many people in these countries are skeptical that the United States
military would come to their aid in the event of serious conflict with Russia.3°

In former Soviet republics, views are mixed about whether the USSR’s breakup was a positive or
negative development. And while people in most of the countries surveyed see Mikhail
Gorbachev’s historical legacy as more positive than Josef Stalin’s, only in a few of the 18 nations do
as many as half the respondents rate Gorbachev’s place in history positively.

Majorities in most Orthodox-majority countries say they view Russia as a protector of Orthodox
Christians around the world. And Orthodox Christians are generally more likely to view the
patriarch of Moscow as the highest authority of the Orthodox church than the patriarch of
Constantinople, despite the latter’s traditional status among church leaders as “first among
equals.”

29 The Ukrainian regions of Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk were excluded from the survey due to security concerns.
30 The survey was conducted before then-candidate Donald Trump raised questions during the 2016 presidential campaign about the
American commitment to NATO.
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Broad support for Russia in most Orthodox
countries

A quarter century after the end of the Soviet
era, support for an assertive Russia is
widespread across Central and Eastern Europe.
Majorities or pluralities in 12 of the 18 countries
surveyed express agreement with the
statement, “A strong Russia is necessary to
balance the influence of the West.” These
feelings are especially widespread where
Orthodoxy is the majority religion; roughly half
or more of adults “completely” or “mostly”
agree that a strong Russia is necessary in each
Orthodox-majority country surveyed, with the
exception of Ukraine.

Support for Russia is lowest in some of the
places where relationships with Moscow have
been particularly contentious, including
Poland, Ukraine and the Baltic States. Even in
these countries, however, religious disparities
persist. In Ukraine, where just 22% of those
surveyed say a strong Russia is necessary to
balance the West, the share of Orthodox
Christians who express this sentiment is double
that of Catholics (23% vs. 11%). And Orthodox
minorities in Bosnia, Estonia and Latvia are
much more likely than their countries’ general
populations to say a strong Russia is necessary.
(In Latvia and Estonia, most Orthodox
Christians identify as ethnic Russians.)

Pro-Russia feelings are not necessarily
accompanied by hostility toward the West.
Even in Orthodox-majority countries, the
prevailing public sentiment is that it is in the
country’s interest to “work closely with the U.S.

Orthodox-majority countries more likely
to favor a strong Russia

% who say they completely/mostly agree with each
statement
Strong Russia  It’s in our country’s

necessary to interest to work
balance influence closely with U.S. and

of West Western powers
Orthodox majority
Russia 85% 55%
Armenia 83 66
Serbia 80 61
Belarus 76 56
Greece 70 62
Moldova 61 54
Bulgaria 56 48
Georgia 52 69
Romania 52 82
Ukraine 22 62
MEDIAN 66 62
Catholic majority
Croatia 50% 68%
Hungary 44 63
Lithuania 34 74
Poland 34 71
MEDIAN 39 70
Religiously mixed
Bosnia 55% 66%
Latvia 40 61
Estonia 34 72
MEDIAN 40 61
Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic 49% 67%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
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and other Western powers.” In the Catholic-majority and religiously mixed countries surveyed,
meanwhile, respondents are consistently more likely to agree that it is in their country’s best
interest to work with the U.S. and the West than they are to say a strong Russia is necessary to
balance the West.

To help identify factors most strongly correlated with the view that a strong Russia is necessary to
balance the influence of the West, Pew Research Center conducted a regression analysis of the
survey’s results. This statistical analysis finds that two factors in particular are closely associated
with this position: Orthodox Christian affiliation, and the view that a conflict exists between the
values of the respondent’s country and Western ones.3!

31 A logistic regression analysis predicted the probability of agreeing (completely or somewhat) with the statement, “A strong Russia is needed
to balance the influence of the West.” The independent variables in the model included religion (Orthodox, Catholic, unaffiliated, Muslim or
other); religious observance (those who say religion is “very important” in their lives) and being in agreement (strongly or somewhat) that there
is a “clash between our country’s values and those of the West.” The model controlled for ethnic Russian identity, age, gender, level of
education and country of residence.
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More people in Orthodox-majority countries
than elsewhere see positive influence of
Russian companies

People in Orthodox-majority countries also are
more likely than those in Catholic-majority
countries to say Russian companies are a “good
influence” in their country. And in most
Orthodox-majority countries, people give equal
or higher ratings to Russian companies
compared with American companies. In
Catholic-majority countries, on the other hand,
American companies consistently receive better
ratings than Russian ones.

Views about American companies also are
related to the age of respondents; in most
countries surveyed, adults under 35 are more
likely than their elders to say that U.S.-based
businesses have a positive impact in their
nation.

Russian respondents were asked not only about
the influence of American companies in their
country, but also about the influence of
Western nongovernmental organizations. In
both cases, the prevailing view among Russians
is that these entities are a bad influence in their
country.

Compared with Russian or American
businesses, Chinese companies are generally
less well-regarded in the region. But in most
former Soviet republics surveyed, including
Russia, more people give Chinese companies a
good rating than a bad rating. In most of the
countries that were not part of the Soviet

In Catholic-majority countries, fewer see
Russian companies as having a good
influence

% who say they view
in their country

as being a “good influence”

Russian American

companies companies Difference
Orthodox majority
Serbia 72% 37% +35
Armenia 85 58 +27
Belarus 66 42 +24
Moldova 61 40 +21
Bulgaria 50 39 +11
Greece 36 33 +3
Georgia 44 44 0
Ukraine 22 41 -19
Romania 37 66 -29
Catholic majority
Hungary 26% 44% -18
Lithuania 37 55 -18
Croatia 23 34 -21
Poland 20 41 -21
Religiously mixed
Bosnia 42% 38% +4
Latvia 50 46 +4
Estonia 52 53 -1
Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic 38% 47% -9

Note: Russians were only asked about the influence of American
companies. See topline for full results.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Union, the prevailing view is that Chinese companies are a bad influence in their countries.
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Some former Soviet republics lean toward Russia, others toward European Union

In the former Soviet republics, opinions vary
over whether their countries should ally more
closely with the European Union or with
Russia. (Russians themselves were not asked
this question.) And many people say they prefer
having strong ties with both Russia and the
European Union. Notably, in the Baltic States,
pluralities take this view.

In only two countries do clear majorities choose
one side over the other; most Armenians favor
stronger ties with Russia, while most
Ukrainians support stronger ties with the EU.

Large differences in former Soviet
republics on ties with Russia and EU

% in each former Soviet republic who say it is more
important for their country to have strong ties with ...

European Both equally

Russia Union (vol.)
Armenia 71% 8% 18%
Belarus 47 17 30
Moldova 43 15 33
Georgia 26 33 35
Latvia 14 29 50
Ukraine* 11 57 22
Estonia 8 43 46
Lithuania 6 36 54

*Data for Ukraine are from a 2015 Pew Research Center’s Global
Attitudes survey.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Nearly half of Ukrainians see Russia as
major military threat

Some Western politicians have expressed
concern over possible Russian expansion in the
region, and some residents of the former Soviet
republics included in the survey share this
concern. In Ukraine, which lost effective control
over Crimea to Russia in 2014 (and is still
engaged in a conflict with pro-Russian
separatists in the eastern part of Ukraine), 47%
see Russia as a “major” military threat, while
34% say Russia is a “minor” military threat and
just 13% say it is “not a threat” at all. And in
Georgia, which endured a military conflict with
Russia in 2008, most of the population calls
Russia either a major (35%) or minor (46%)
military threat, while just 14% says it is not a
threat at all.

In some countries, religious and ethnic
differences appear to factor into these views. In

Most in former Soviet republics do not
see Russian military as a major threat

% in each former Soviet republic who see Russia as a

__ militarily

Major Minor Not a

threat threat threat
Armenia 24% 13% 58%
Belarus 6 26 60
Estonia 37 28 31
Georgia 35 46 14
Latvia 30 24 38
Lithuania 31 33 28
Moldova 14 24 51
Ukraine* 47 34 13

*Data for Ukraine are from a 2015 Pew Research Center’s Global
Attitudes survey. In Ukraine, the question was asked “How much of
a military threat, if at all, is Russia to its neighboring countries, aside
from Ukraine?” In all other countries: “How much of a military
threat, if at all, is Russia to our country?”

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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the Baltic states of Estonia and Latvia, where wariness of Russia as a military threat is relatively
high, Orthodox Christians and ethnic Russians are considerably less likely than others to view

Russia that way.32

32 |n Lithuania, the other Baltic state, there were not enough Orthodox or ethnic Russian respondents to analyze in this manner.
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Half of Russians blame Western countries for Ukraine conflict

The ways in which blame is
assigned for the recent violence
in eastern Ukraine largely
mirrors other patterns in views
toward Russia. To the extent
that they blame a party
involved in the conflict, people
in Georgia, Ukraine, Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania — among
whom majorities see Russia as
a military threat — lay primary
responsibility on Russia or pro-
Russian separatists in Ukraine.
Populations in Moldova,
Armenia, Belarus and Russia,
meanwhile, tend to blame the
pro-Western Ukrainian
government and Western
countries.

At the same time, many people
in the region do not take a clear

Mixed views on who deserves the most blame for
recent conflict in eastern Ukraine

% in each former Soviet republic who say is most to blame for violence
in eastern Ukraine

Pro-
Russian Multiple/
separatists Ukrainian Western all/none/
Russia  in Ukraine government countries DK/ref.

Georgia 45% 3% 6% 8% 38%
Ukraine* 45 9 8 6 32
Estonia 38 5 20 7 29
Lithuania 33 16 7 4 40
Latvia 23 5 18 10 44
Moldova 16 9 26 17 31
Armenia 14 2 29 29 26
Belarus 11 9 35 16 28
Russia* 2 4 26 50 17

*Data for Ukraine and Russia are from Pew Research Center’'s 2015 Global Attitudes
survey.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.
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position on who is to blame for the Ukraine conflict, saying either that several different parties are

to blame or that they do not know.
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NATO members in the region not convinced U.S. would offer military support against Russia

Nine countries in the survey
were once part of the “Eastern
Bloc” aligned with the Soviet
Union, but are now members
of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), a
collective defense
arrangement that includes the
United States. The survey
reveals widespread skepticism
in these countries, as well as in
Greece (a NATO member that
was not part of the Eastern
Bloc), over the military
commitment of the U.S. to
defend them in the event of a
serious conflict with Russia.
Only in Estonia and Romania
are majorities confident that
the U.S. would use force to
defend their country in the
event of a serious conflict with
Russia; many people in the

Skepticism over U.S. military commitment to NATO
countries in Central and Eastern Europe

% in each NATO country who say the U.S. to defend their country if
they got in a serious conflict with Russia

Would not use Would use Don’t

military force  military force know/refused
Czech Republic 44% 44% 12%
Hungary 44 32 24
Bulgaria 41 34 25
Croatia 36 43 21
Greece 35 40 24
Lithuania 31 49 20
Poland* 31 49 20
Romania 26 56 17
Latvia 25 44 30
Estonia 24 59 17

*Data for Poland from Pew Research Center’'s 2015 Global Attitudes survey. In Poland, the
question was asked in two parts: “If Russia got into a serious military conflict with one of its
neighboring countries that is our NATO ally, do you think Poland should or should not use
military force to defend that country?” and second, “And do you think the United States
would or would not use military force to defend that country?”

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.
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NATO member states say they do not know or do not express an opinion on this question.

In Hungary and Bulgaria, pluralities say they think the U.S. would not use force to defend their

country in the event of a serious conflict with Russia.
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Soviet era and its leaders inspire mixed feelings

In a few former Soviet republics where people tend to express positive views of Russia, majorities
also say they see the 1991 breakup of the USSR as a “bad thing.” Ethnic Russians and older people

are more likely than others to feel this way.

In Armenia, Moldova, Russia and Belarus, at
least half view the USSR’s dissolution in 1991 as
a bad thing for their countries. This sentiment
is most widespread in Armenia, where nearly
eight-in-ten of those surveyed feel this way.

In Estonia, Latvia and Ukraine, where
majorities or pluralities say the USSR’s breakup
was a good thing, ethnic Russian minorities are
less likely than other ethnic groups to say this.

Across nearly all former Soviet republics
surveyed, age factors into people’s views.
Adults ages 35 and older are more likely to view
the USSR’s breakup as a bad thing for their
country, while those ages 18 to 34— who were
either small children or not yet born when the
USSR fell — are less likely to see it this way.

Older people more likely than younger
people to say dissolution of the Soviet
Union was a bad thing

% who say the breakup of the Soviet Union was a bad
thing for their country

Total Ages18-34 35+ Diff.
Georgia 42% 23% 51% -28
Russia* 69 50 78 -28
Belarus 54 34 60 -26
Ukraine* 34 20 40 -20
Lithuania 23 14 27 -13
Moldova 70 62 75 -13
Latvia 30 22 33 -11
Armenia 79 74 82 -8
Estonia 15 13 15 -2

*Data for Ukraine and Russia are from Pew Research Center’'s 2015
Global Attitudes survey.

Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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Opinions about two significant
Soviet leaders, Josef Stalin (who
was in power from 1924 to 1953)
and Mikhail Gorbachev (who
was general secretary of the
Communist Party from 1985 to
1991), offer another window into
how people view the USSR.
Stalin has been blamed by
historians for brutal policies
that caused millions of deaths,
while Gorbachev presided over
the final years of the Soviet
Union, a period of great
economic turmoil.

Neither man receives positive
ratings across the region. But
while Gorbachev receives higher
marks in 12 of the 18 countries
surveyed, Stalin’s reputation
fares much better in Russia. In
fact, a majority of Russians
(58%) say they have a “very
positive” or “mostly positive”
view of Stalin’s historical legacy,
compared with just 22% who
say the same about Gorbachev.
There is a similar pattern in
Georgia, Stalin’s birthplace.33

Views of Stalin are much more
negative in most of the region’s
Catholic and religiously mixed
countries, and in countries that
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Stalin seen more positively than Gorbachev in Russia

% who say the historical role of Stalin/Gorbachev is very or mostly positive

------- Stalin-—-—--- -——-—-Gorbachev-—--—-
Very Mostly NET Very Mostly NET
positive positive positive positive positive positive

Orthodox majority
Russia 16% 42% 58% 4% 18%  22%
Georgia 26 30 57 3 16 18
Armenia 18 19 38 4 8 13
Moldova 11 25 36 4 19 24
Bulgaria 9 24 33 6 26 32
Romania 5 24 29 10 37 47
Belarus 3 23 26 6 30 36
Serbia 7 18 25 4 16 20
Ukraine 2 14 16 3 19 22
Greece 4 12 16 4 21 25
MEDIAN 8 24 31 4 19 23
Catholic majority
Hungary 2% 7% 9% 8% 46% 54%
Lithuania 1 7 8 6 43 48
Croatia 2 5 7 12 34 46
Poland 1 5 6 9 42 51
MEDIAN 2 6 8 9 43 50
Religiously mixed
Bosnia 4% 10% 14% 6% 16% 22%
Latvia 2 8 11 6 33 39
Estonia 2 7 9 7 49 56
MEDIAN 2 8 11 6 33 39
Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic 4% 7% 11% 14% 38% 53%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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33 Polls commissioned by Carnegie Europe in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Russia also have suggested that substantial shares in these
countries have positive views of Stalin, even though substantial shares of people also say he was a “cruel tyrant.” And in Russia, polls
conducted by the Levada-Center suggest recent improvements in how Stalin is regarded.

www.pewresearch.org


http://carnegieeurope.eu/2013/03/01/stalin-puzzle-deciphering-post-soviet-public-opinion-pub-51075
http://www.levada.ru/en/2015/01/26/the-role-of-personality-in-russia-s-history/

136
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

were never part of the Soviet Union. For example, only 6% of Poles express a positive view of
Stalin.

Even in some Orthodox-majority countries that were once Soviet republics, however, there is
widespread negativity toward Stalin. In Armenia, Moldova and Belarus, for example, more people
give negative than positive assessments of his legacy in history. And Stalin’s legacy is seen
especially negatively in Ukraine, which suffered a massive famine in the 1930s in which millions
died. Seven-in-ten Ukrainians say their view of Stalin is very or mostly negative.

Gorbachev, while lionized by some in the West for policies that contributed to the end of the Cold
War and the breakup of the Soviet Union, is unpopular in much of Central and Eastern Europe.
Only in a few countries do as many as half or more of adults say he has played a positive role in
history.

In Russia, adults under the age of 50 (that is, those who were born after 1965) are more likely than
older people to have a positive view of Gorbachev. A quarter (25%) of those ages 18 to 49 say
Gorbachev played a very positive or mostly positive role in history, compared with 17% among
Russians ages 50 and older. (Most people in this older group had come of age before Gorbachev
came to power.)

www.pewresearch.org



137
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Russia’s role in the region
. . . Orthodox countries more
By overwhelming margins, Orthodox populations across Central likely to see Russia as

and Eastern Europe say they view Russia as a protector. In every protector

Orthodox-majority country surveyed except Ukraine, most % who say Russia has an obligation

people completely or mostly agree with the statement, “Russia to protect outside its borders
has an obligation to protect Orthodox Christians outside its Orthodox Ethnic
bord » Thi i tis st tin A ia R . d Christians Russians
orders.” This sentiment is strongest in Armenia, Russia an Orthodox majority
Serbia, especially among Orthodox respondents. Armenia 79% 84%
Serbia 74 86
Fewer people in Catholic-majority and religiously mixed EUSSia ;; ;Z
. . . . reece
COLII.lU:leS say R.us51.a has an obligation to protect Orthodox Romania 65 24
Christians outside its borders. Moldova 63 70
Belarus 62 62
The survey also asked respondents whether they agree that Georgia 62 62
C o« . . . . . . Bulgaria 56 72
Russia “has an obligation to protect ethnic Russians outside its Ukiine 38 38
borders.” (Russian politicians have cited a desire to protect MEDIAN 64 73
ethnic Russians in former Soviet republics and in areas such as
Crimea, which Ukraine lost control of in 2014.) Catholic majority
Hungary 52% 62%
L. . . X L. Poland 51 63
Majorities agree with this statement in every Orthodox-majority |\, ania 35 a1
country other than Ukraine. As in Ukraine, fewer than half of all ~ croatia 33 41
respondents in Estonia and Latvia agree that Russia should MEDIAN 43 a7
protect ethnic Russians in other countries, even though
. . . . e e Religiously mixed
majorities among sizable ethnic Russian minorities in all three of . . .
Bosnia 50% 67%
these countries agree Russia has an obligation to protect their Latvia 39 a4
rights. (See page 32 for more details.) Estonia 32 37
MEDIAN 39 44

Many ethnic Russians have maintained family ties across
Y Y Majority religiously unaffiliated

national boundaries since the end of the Soviet era, when their Czech Republic  34% 36%
official ties to Russia ceased to exist. In former Soviet republics _
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July

with large ethnic Russian populations (other than Russia itself), 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
. . . . . details.
at least four-in-ten ethnic Russians say they have relatives in “Religious Belief and National Belonging in

other former Soviet republics with whom they had Central and Eastern Europe”

communicated in the 12 months prior to the survey. Within PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Russia, roughly a third of respondents (32%) say they have
relatives in other former Soviet republics with whom they have spoken or visited in that period.
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Many Orthodox Christians in Central and
Eastern Europe look to Moscow for religious
guidance. In every Orthodox-majority country
that lacks its own autocephalous (self-
governing) national church, Orthodox
Christians are more inclined to view the
patriarch of Moscow than the patriarch of
Constantinople as the Orthodox Church’s
highest authority — in most cases by margins of
at least five-to-one — even though the patriarch
of Constantinople (currently Bartholomew I) is
often said to be “first among equals” among
Orthodox patriarchs around the world.34

Meanwhile, in most countries with their own
autocephalous churches, majorities or
pluralities see these national church leaders as
the highest Orthodox authority. Only in Greece
do Orthodox adults tend to see the patriarch of
Constantinople as the main authority.
Considerable proportions of Orthodox
Christians across the countries surveyed say
they do not know or cannot answer the
question.

Orthodox Christians look to patriarch of
Moscow or local church leaders

% of Orthodox adults who say they recognize as
the highest authority of Orthodox church
Patriarch National DK/
of church Patriarch of refused/
Moscow leaders Constantinople other

Countries without own national Orthodox church*

Estonia 65% n/a 7% 28%
Latvia 57 n/a 8 35

Belarus 54 n/a 8 38

Moldova 51 n/a 10 39

Bosnia 29 n/a 8 64

Countries with own national Orthodox church

Russia 69% n/a 4% 27%
Armenia 24 24 10 41
Serbia 18 56 22

Ukraine 17 46 7 30

Bulgaria 9 59 25

Romania 5 58 16 21

Greece 3 25 56 16

Georgia <1 93 1 4

*These countries do not have autocephalous (self-governing)
churches, but may have autonomous ones, whose leaders are
selected by patriarchs in autocephalous churches.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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34 While “first among equals” among Orthodox patriarchs, the patriarch of Constantinople is not imbued with governing authority over other

patriarchs, aside from the power to call and preside at gatherings.
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8. Democracy, nationalism and pluralism

More than two decades after the fall of the Soviet Union and the arrival of free elections in much of
Central and Eastern Europe, the level of support for democracy across the region is mixed,
especially in comparison with other regions previously surveyed by Pew Research Center. In sub-
Saharan Africa and Latin America, for example, support for democracy is more widespread.

In more than half of the 18 countries surveyed in Central and Eastern Europe, majorities or
pluralities say they prefer democracy over any other form of government. But in Russia and
Moldova, pluralities say a nondemocratic government can sometimes be preferable. And
throughout the region, considerable shares say, “for someone like me, it doesn’t matter what kind
of government we have.”

While support for democracy as the best form of government varies widely in Orthodox-majority
countries in the region, ranging from 77% in Greece to 25% in Serbia, respondents in other
countries more consistently express a preference for democratic government.

Adults in Orthodox-majority countries tend to express higher levels of national pride and are more
likely to say their culture is superior to others. Indeed, for many Orthodox Christians, religion and
national identity appear to go hand in hand; people in Orthodox-majority countries are more likely
than those elsewhere to say one must be a member of the dominant religious group in order to
“truly” share their national identity. For example, the vast majority of Russians say it is important
to be Orthodox to be “truly Russian.”

There is no clear consensus in this part of the world about the desirability of ethnic and religious
diversity. In Russia and about half a dozen other countries, majorities say “it is better for us if
society consists of people from different nationalities, religions and cultures.” But in several other
nations, including Poland, the Czech Republic and Armenia, the dominant view is that “it is better
for us if society consists of people from the same nationality, and who have the same religion and
culture.”

The survey finds that Orthodox Christians are more likely than Catholics to say they would be
willing to accept Muslims as citizens of their country or as neighbors. However, Orthodox
Christians express less willingness than Catholics to accept Jews as members of their family. And,
overall, Orthodox Christians are less inclined to say they would accept a Catholic into their family
than Catholics in the region are to say the same about an Orthodox Christian.

www.pewresearch.org
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Both Jews and Muslims are more broadly accepted than Roma, an ethnic minority that has long
faced high levels of societal and governmental discrimination in the region. Many people across
Central and Eastern Europe say they would be unwilling to accept Roma not just as family
members, but also as neighbors or fellow citizens of their country.

Generally, across the region, those who say their culture is superior to others and those who prefer
society to be ethnically and religiously homogeneous also are less willing to accept religious and
ethnic minorities as relatives, neighbors or fellow citizens of their country. Indeed, statistical
analysis of the data shows these two factors — a belief in the superiority of one’s culture and the
desire for cultural homogeneity — to be highly correlated with attitudes toward religious and ethnic
minorities. In addition, people with less education also are generally less accepting of religious and
ethnic minorities. And, even after controlling for other factors, Orthodox respondents are more
accepting than Catholics are of Muslim minorities. By comparison, age, gender and level of
religious observance are weaker predictors of attitudes on this topic.

www.pewresearch.org



Mixed support for democracy
in Orthodox-majority
countries

Support for democracy as the
best form of government is far
from unanimous across Central
and Eastern Europe. Greece,
often called the birthplace of
democracy, is the only country
where more than two-thirds of
respondents (77%) say
democracy is preferable to any
other kind of government.

Attitudes are very different in
Russia and Moldova, where
pluralities of about four-in-ten
or more say a nondemocratic
government can be preferable
to democracy in some
circumstances, while about a
third or fewer say democracy is
always preferable. In most
countries surveyed, roughly
one-in-five or more adults say
the form of government does
not matter for someone like
them; fully 43% of Serbians
take this position.
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Most countries lack majority support for democracy

as best form of government

In some
circumstances, a

For someone like
me, it doesn’t

preferable to any nondemocratic matter what kind
government can of government we

% who say ...

Democracy is

other kind of

government
Greece 7%
Lithuania 64
Georgia 55
Croatia 54
Armenia 53
Romania 52
Czech Republic 49
Hungary 48
Poland 47
Bosnia 46
Estonia 46
Bulgaria 39
Belarus 38
Ukraine 36
Latvia 34
Russia 31
Moldova 26
Serbia 25

Note: Don’t know/refused responses not shown.

be preferable
15%
15
19
19
13
28
27
26
26
22
29
34
35
31
30
41
44
28

have
6%
17
21
23
32
17
22
21
18
26
20
23
17
23
26
20
19
43

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for

details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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Overall, support for democracy is less consistent in Orthodox-majority countries in the region than

elsewhere. For example, support for democracy is higher in non-Orthodox countries, such as

Lithuania, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland, compared with the predominantly

Orthodox countries of Bulgaria, Belarus, Ukraine, Russia, Moldova and Serbia.

Respondents with less than a college education are less likely than others to favor democracy and

more likely to say it doesn’t matter to them what kind of government their country has. But

www.pewresearch.org
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overall, support for democracy varies little depending on respondents’ age, gender or level of
religious observance.
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Low levels of social trust tied to mixed
support for democracy in the region

The survey also sought to determine how
much trust respondents feel toward other
people, asking a question that has been
included in public opinion research around the
world for decades: “Generally speaking, would
you say that most people can be trusted, or
that you can’t be too careful in dealing with
people?”ss

About half or more of adults in every Central
and Eastern European country surveyed
choose the latter option — that “you can’t be
too careful in dealing with people,” rather than
taking the position that most people can be
trusted.

Across Central and Eastern Europe, low
levels of social trust

% who say ...

Most people You can't be too
can be trusted careful with people

6%

Bosnia
Bulgaria
Armenia

Serbia

Croatia
Greece
Georgia
Romania
Moldova

Poland
Hungary

Lithuania
Latvia

Czech Republic

Russia
Ukraine
Estonia 39 53
Belarus 23 50

Note: Don’t know/refused and other/depends responses not
shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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35 This survey question was first used by German political scientist Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann in 1948 and was gradually adopted by other
social scientists. See, for example, Uslaner, Eric M. 2015. “Measuring Generalized Trust: In Defense of the ‘Standard’ Question.” In Lyon,
Fergus, Goldo Mdllering and Mark N. K. Saunders, eds. “Handbook of Research Methods on Trust: Second Edition.”
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At least in part, the high level of distrust of
others seems reflected in respondents’
skepticism about democracy. On balance, those
who say that “most people can be trusted” are
more likely to support democracy than are
those who say “you can’t be too careful in
dealing with people.”3¢ For example, in the
Czech Republic, Estonia and Poland, majorities
among those choosing the former option
support democracy, but democracy is favored
by fewer than half of those who say that caution
is warranted in dealing with other people.

Statistical analysis finds that even after
controlling for age, gender, education, religious
observance and religious affiliation (whether
Orthodox, Catholic, etc.), levels of support for
democracy in Central and Eastern Europe are
closely linked to trust in others.

In many countries, higher levels of
support for democracy among those
who say most people can be trusted

% who say democracy is preferable to any other kind of
government among those who say ...

Most people You can’t

can be be too
trusted careful Difference

Czech Republic 64% 43% +21
Estonia 56 40 +16
Poland 59 43 +16
Latvia 44 33 +11
Moldova 35 25 +10
Lithuania 71 62 +9
Hungary 58 47 +11
Bulgaria 50 39 +11
Serbia 33 23 +10
Croatia 62 53 +9
Ukraine 42 34 +8
Belarus 46 39 +7
Romania 58 51 +7

Russia 34 30 +4
Georgia 57 54 +3
Armenia 51 53 -2

Greece 73 78 -5

Bosnia n/a 45 n/a

Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold.
“N/a” indicates that adequate sample size is not available for
analysis.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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36 This finding is consistent with the premise of “social capital theory,” which posits that social trust plays an important role in supporting
effective democratic governance. The degree to which social trust and attitudes toward democracy are correlated and evaluated cross-
nationally has been the subject of some debate among scholars, as different methods of measuring social trust produce varying levels of
correlation. On social capital theory and the relationship of democracy to civil society, see Putnam, Robert, with Robert Leonardi and Raffaella
Y. Nonetti. “Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy.” 1992. On the question of correlations between social trust, political
trust and attitudes toward democracy, see Zmerli, Sonja and Ken Newton. 2008. “Social Trust and Attitudes Toward Democracy.” Public

Opinion Quarterly.
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Fewer than half say they volunteer, donate money to charity

A third of adults or fewer in every country surveyed say they did
volunteer work to help those in need during the preceding year.
Bulgaria is the country with the highest share of people who have
done volunteer work during this period (33%). Somewhat higher
shares say they have donated money to charity in the previous 12
months, including more than half in Bosnia and Georgia (55%
each).

Overall, people who say religion is very or somewhat important
in their daily lives are more likely than others to say they have
donated money to charity or done volunteer work in the previous
12 months.

www.pewresearch.org

Low levels of civic

participation

% who say in the past 12 months

they have ...

Armenia
Belarus
Bosnia
Bulgaria
Croatia
Czech Republic
Estonia
Georgia
Greece
Hungary
Latvia
Lithuania
Moldova
Poland
Romania
Russia
Serbia

Ukraine

Done
volunteer
work

22%
27
17
33
15

9
22
16
19
16
19
14
27
20
13
20
11
17

Donated
money
to
charity

31%
31
55
43
49
28
44
55
18
28
43
46
40
39
35
26
31
40

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for

details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Most people agree that voting gives them a voice

Despite some public skepticism about
democracy, the notion that voting gives people
a voice in government is widely embraced
across the region. Majorities in most of the
countries surveyed agree with the statement,
“Voting gives people like me some say about
how the government runs things.”

This sentiment is strongest in Romania, where
86% of respondents agree. Even among people
who express ambivalence about democracy
more generally, majorities in most countries
say voting gives them a voice in the
government. For example, among Serbians
who say the form of government does not
matter to them personally, 68% still say voting
gives them a say.

Confidence that voting provides a voice in
government is much lower in the two most
populous countries surveyed — Russia (53%)
and Ukraine (42%). Even so, on balance,
people in Orthodox-majority countries are
about as likely as those elsewhere in the region
to agree that voting gives them some say in
how the government runs things.

More Ukrainians disagree than agree
that voting gives them a say in the
government

% who completely or mostly agree/disagree with the
statement, “Voting gives people like me some say about
how the government runs things”

Disagree Agree

Romania 13%
Croatia
Poland

Georgia
Czech Republic
Serbia
Hungary
Bulgaria
Moldova m
Armenia
Bosnia
Greece

Lithuania
Belarus
Estonia

Russia
Latvia
Ukraine

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Religious commitment makes
a difference, though:
Respondents who say religion
is at least somewhat important
in their lives see more value in
voting than do people for
whom religion is less
important. In Russia, for
example, a majority (59%) of
those who say religion is very
or somewhat important in
their lives agree that voting
gives them a say in how the
government runs things,
compared with 44% of those
who say religion is not too or
not at all important to them.

There could be many different
reasons for this connection.
One possibility is that this is
part of a greater link between
religious observance and civic
engagement, such as
volunteering or giving money
to charity (see page 145). This
could also be related to the
fact that religious people are
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Respondents who are more religious have more

confidence in efficacy of voting

% who completely/mostly agree with the statement, “Voting gives people like
me some say about how the government runs things” among those who say ...

Georgia
Belarus
Russia
Ukraine
Greece
Hungary
Poland
Bosnia
Moldova
Serbia
Armenia
Croatia
Romania
Czech Republic
Bulgaria
Lithuania
Latvia
Estonia

Religion very/somewhat
important in their lives

75%
64
59
47
66
79
79
66
70
75
68
81
86
76
72
61
43
53

Religion not too/not

at all important
55%
48
44
32
52
65
66
54
58
64
61
74
80
71
68
60
44
58

Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for

details.
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Difference
+20

+16
+15
+15
+14
+14
+13
+12
+12
+11
+7
+7
+6
+5
+4
+1
-1
-5

more likely to express feelings of national pride (see page 148).
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National pride more widespread in Orthodox countries

In an attempt to measure nationalist sentiment, the survey
asked respondents a series of questions about national pride,
cultural superiority and various aspects of national identity.

Majorities of adults in every Central and Eastern European
nation surveyed say they are “very” or “somewhat” proud to be
citizens of their country. But generally, respondents in
Orthodox-majority countries are more likely than people
elsewhere to say they are very proud of their nationality. In
most Orthodox countries surveyed, about half or more of
respondents say they are very proud to be a citizen of their
country. Elsewhere in the region, only in Croatia (59%) do most
people express the same level of national pride.

On balance, older people are more likely than younger ones to
say they are very proud to be citizens of their country. In
Poland, for example, 44% of respondents ages 35 and older say
this, compared with 31% of younger adults.

www.pewresearch.org

Wide differences across
countries in level of
national pride

% who say they are “very proud” to
be a citizen of their country
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Greece
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Hungary - 40
Poland - 40
Belarus - 38
Estonia - 34
Czech Republic [ 30
Latvia - 29

Note: About 10% of adults in Estonia and
Latvia say they are not citizens of the
country.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.
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In most countries, people who
say religion is important to
them are more likely than
others to voice strong pride in
national citizenship. This
pattern is most apparent in
Greece, Croatia and Romania;
57% of Romanians who say
religion is very or somewhat
important to them also say
they are very proud to be
Romanian citizens, compared
with just 22% of Romanian
adults who say religion is not
important in their lives.
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More religious people express greater pride in

nationality

% who say that they are “very proud” to be citizens of their country among

those who say ...

Religion very/somewhat
important in their lives

Romania 57%
Croatia 67
Greece 78
Hungary 55
Poland 45
Georgia 80
Armenia 72
Serbia 64
Ukraine 48
Russia 59
Bulgaria 58
Belarus 43
Czech Republic 40
Lithuania 47
Moldova 50
Bosnia 49
Latvia 29
Estonia 30

Religion not too/not
at all important

22%
34
45
28
21
58
52
46
30
42
44
31
28
36
43
46
28
37

Difference
+35

+33
+33
+27
+24
+22
+20
+18
+18
+17
+14
+12
+12
+11
+7
+3
+1
7

Note: Statistically significant differences are highlighted in bold. About 10% of adults in
Estonia and Latvia say they are not citizens of the country.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for

details.
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www.pewresearch.org



150
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Majorities in most Orthodox countries say their culture is
superior to others

Another gauge of nationalist sentiment is the extent to which
adults view their national customs and achievements as superior
to those of other countries. To measure this, the survey asked
people how much they agree with the following statement: “Our
people are not perfect, but our culture is superior to others.”
Respondents in Orthodox-majority countries generally are more
likely than others to say they feel this way.

In 10 of the 18 Central and Eastern European countries
surveyed, over half of respondents completely or mostly agree
with the statement. Seven of those 10 countries have Orthodox
majorities, with levels of agreement strongest in Greece (89%),
Georgia (85%) and Armenia (84%). Among Catholic-majority
and religiously mixed countries, only in Bosnia (68%) do as
many as six-in-ten adults say their culture is superior to others.

Again, highly religious respondents are more likely than their
less religious compatriots to express nationalist views. In
Armenia, for example, 87% of those who rate religion as at least
somewhat important in their lives say Armenian culture is
superior, compared with 65% of those who say religion is less
important. In addition, respondents without a college degree are
more likely than those who have a college education to say their
culture is superior.

www.pewresearch.org

Large majorities in
Greece, Georgia, Armenia
say their culture is
superior to others

% who completely or mostly agree
with the statement, “Our people are
not perfect, but our culture is
superior to others”

Orthodox majority

Greece 89%
Georgia 85
Armenia 84
Bulgaria 69
Russia 69
Romania 66
Serbia 65
Moldova 50
Belarus 42
Ukraine 41
Catholic majority

Poland 55%
Hungary 46
Croatia 44
Lithuania 37
Religiously mixed

Bosnia 68%
Latvia 38
Estonia 23

Majority religiously unaffiliated
Czech Republic 55%

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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People in Orthodox-majority countries more likely to see
values conflict with the West

In 10 of the 18 countries surveyed across the region, roughly half
or more of respondents completely or mostly agree with the
statement “There is a conflict between our country’s traditional
values and those of the West.”

Similar to feelings of cultural superiority, people in Orthodox-
majority countries are more likely than those elsewhere in
Central and Eastern Europe to perceive a values conflict with the
West. Nearly two-thirds of adults or more say this in the
Orthodox-majority countries of Serbia (78%), Russia (73%),
Armenia (71%), Greece (70%) and Georgia (65%). Across all
Orthodox countries surveyed, a median of 59% agree there is a
clash between their own traditional values and those of the West,
compared with a median of 44% in other countries surveyed.

www.pewresearch.org

Large majorities in some
Orthodox countries see
values conflict with the
West

% who completely or mostly agree
with the statement, “There is a
conflict between our country’s
traditional values and those of the
West”

Orthodox majority

Serbia 78%
Russia 73
Armenia 71
Greece 70
Georgia 65
Moldova 52
Romania 51
Belarus 45
Bulgaria 43
Ukraine 37
Catholic majority

Poland 52%
Lithuania 45
Croatia 43
Hungary 36
Religiously mixed

Bosnia 63%
Latvia 37
Estonia 23

Majority religiously unaffiliated

Czech Republic 51%
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for
details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”
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Most say respect for country’s institutions and laws is very important to ‘truly’ share
national identity; fewer cite religion and family background requirements

In most countries, at least half of respondents believe that to “truly” share their national identity, it
is very important to respect national institutions and laws, to speak the national language and to
truly

b 13

pay taxes. Smaller — but still sizable — numbers of respondents say that to be “truly Greek,
Russian,” etc., it is essential to have a shared ancestry or family background, to have been born in
the country and to belong to its historically predominant religious group.

Overall, people in Orthodox-majority countries are more likely than those elsewhere in the region
to view their country’s dominant religion as an essential component of national identity. In Serbia,
for example, 50% of people say it is very important to be Orthodox to be truly Serbian. By
comparison, in the four Catholic-majority countries surveyed, about four-in-ten or fewer say one
must be Catholic to be truly Croatian, Hungarian, etc.

In the same vein, people in Orthodox countries are more likely than those in other countries to say
ancestry is very important for determining who truly belongs to their country. In most Orthodox
countries surveyed, roughly half or more — including 78% in Armenia — rate family background as
a very important factor to establish true membership in the country. Elsewhere, lower shares say
sharing the country’s ancestry is very important, including 27% in Estonia and Lithuania.

Belarus stands out for having relatively small shares who say that each of the six factors mentioned
in the survey is very important to truly share Belarusian identity.3”

37 Many scholars have posited that Belarus has relatively low levels of nationalism - or perhaps competing narratives of national identity -
and that Belarusians were less concerned with independence after the Soviet era than were inhabitants of other former Soviet republics. See
Silitski, Vitali. “Still Soviet? Why Dictatorship Persists in Belarus.” Harvard International Review. Also, loffe, Grigory. 2007. “Culture Wars, Soul-
Searching, and Belarusian Identity.” East European Politics and Societies.
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Ancestry, religion seen as more important to national identity in Orthodox countries

% whosay ____isvery important for being “truly” part of the nation
To respect the
country’s To be able to speak To have family To be part of
institutions and the national To pay background in the To have been born dominant
laws language taxes country in the country religious group*
Orthodox majority
Armenia 61% 81% 49% 78% 49% 66%
Belarus 34 22 32 32 32 17
Bulgaria 71 77 64 52 54 37
Georgia 63 71 53 72 46 62
Greece 78 66 60 63 48 53
Moldova 57 37 46 33 36 35
Romania 70 68 54 53 51 45
Russia 53 51 46 38 41 27
Serbia 66 57 63 63 32 59
Ukraine 56 33 49 31 31 22
Catholic majority
Croatia 75% 56% 71% 45% 35% 37%
Hungary 77 82 62 61 49 18
Lithuania 41 51 45 27 33 27
Poland 45 54 37 39 39 30
Religiously mixed
Bosnia 73% 45% 69% 49% 43% 43%
Estonia 61 66 61 27 29 5
Latvia 44 56 43 31 37 6

Majority religiously unaffiliated

Czech Republic 73% 68% 66% 29% 38% 9%
All countries

MEDIAN 62 57 54 42 39 33
Orthodox majority 62 62 51 53 44 41
Other countries 67 56 62 35 38 23

*In each country, this was replaced with the specific denomination. For example, in Russia respondents were asked about being Orthodox,
and in Poland about being Catholic. In Estonia and Latvia, respondents were asked about being Lutheran; in Bosnia respondents were asked
about their own religious group - for example, Muslims were asked if one had to be Muslim to truly be Bosnian.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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People in Catholic-majority countries more likely to favor living in homogeneous societies

Views across the region vary about whether it
is better if society consists of people from
different nationalities, religions and cultures,
or whether it is preferable for compatriots to
have the same background. In Bosnia, Croatia
and Serbia, which endured wars in the 1990s
fought largely along ethnic and religious lines,
most people say it is better to live in a
multicultural society. But majorities in other
places — including two-thirds or more in
Armenia, the Czech Republic and Lithuania —
prefer a more culturally and religiously
homogeneous society.

Catholics are more likely than Orthodox
Christians to say it is better if society consists
of people of the same religious, national and
cultural background. This is an exception to
the broader pattern seen throughout the
survey in which Orthodox Christians show
more nationalistic tendencies than Catholics,
such as a greater inclination to view their
culture as superior to others. In part, this may
be a reflection of the fact that Orthodox-
majority countries like Russia and Georgia,
where most respondents prefer a plural
society, have significant Muslim minority
populations, while Bosnia has a Muslim
plurality and a large Orthodox minority.

In addition, Muslim minorities in the region
are considerably more likely than members of
other religious groups to prefer a religiously
and culturally diverse society. In Bulgaria, for
example, fully 72% of Muslims say they prefer
a pluralistic society, a view held by 46% of

Regional divide over pluralism in society

% who say it is better if society consists of people from
nationalities, religions and cultures

m Different

mThe same

Bosnia
Serbia
Croatia
Moldova
Georgia
Russia
Bulgaria
Ukraine
Belarus
Latvia
Greece
Romania
Estonia
Hungary
Poland
Lithuania

Czech Republic

Armenia

Note: Respondents were asked which of the following statements
was most similar to their point of view, “It is better for us if society
consists of people from different nationalities, religions and
cultures” OR “It is better for us if society consists of people from the
same nationality, and who have the same religion and culture.”
Don’t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Orthodox Christians in the country.

Respondents with a college education are more likely than others to prefer living in a pluralistic
society. But there are no consistent differences in views on this question by gender or age.

www.pewresearch.org
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Prevailing view in region is that Orthodoxy and Catholicism have a lot in common

In addition to trying to measure support for pluralism in principle, the survey included several

questions about respondents’ attitudes toward different religious and ethnic groups, including

different branches of Christianity.

Nearly a millennium after the historic schism
between Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman
Catholicism, which occurred in 1054, Central
and Eastern Europeans are more likely to view
the two churches as having a lot in common
than to view them as very different from one
another. Fewer than a third of respondents in
most countries say these two branches of
Christianity are very different.

Overall, across the region, Catholic and
Orthodox respondents have largely similar
views on this question. But in two countries
that have substantial Orthodox populations and
Catholic minorities (Ukraine and Bosnia),
higher shares of Catholics than Orthodox
Christians say the two traditions have a lot in
common.

In most countries surveyed, considerable shares
declined to answer this question, perhaps in
some cases due to unfamiliarity with one or
both of the Christian traditions or with the
historic differences in their beliefs. In Hungary,
where there are very few Orthodox Christians,
34% fall into this category. And, in Russia,
where there are few Catholics, 28% could not or
would not answer the question.

More say Catholicism and Orthodoxy
have a lot in common than say the two
Christian traditions are very different

% who say Roman Catholicism and Orthodox
Christianity ...

Have a lot in Are very

common different  DK/ref.

Croatia 79% 16% 5%
Bosnia 73 18 9

Belarus 68 21 11
Romania 64 31 5

Bulgaria 61 21 18
Serbia 61 34 5

Ukraine 61 21 18
Greece 57 35 8

Poland 57 22 21
Lithuania 54 25 21
Czech Republic 48 30 23
Latvia 48 25 27
Estonia 47 23 29
Georgia 44 37 19
Russia 44 27 28
Armenia 40 36 24
Moldova 39 40 20
Hungary 35 31 34

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Little support for Roman Catholic Church
and Eastern Orthodox churches being in
communion

Even though many people in the region say
Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy
have a lot in common, fewer say the Roman
Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox
churches should be in communion again.

In nearly every country, well under half of
adults favor reunification of these two
branches of Christianity. In most countries,
roughly a third or more either say they don’t
know if Catholics and Orthodox Christians
should reunify or refuse to answer the
question, perhaps in part reflecting a lack of
knowledge about the historical schism or
displaying its relatively low level of relevance
to daily life today.

In most countries with substantial Orthodox
and Catholic populations, Catholics are
considerably more likely to favor communion
between their two churches. For example, in
Ukraine, 74% of Catholics favor the two
churches being in communion again,
compared with 34% of Orthodox Christians.

Support for the Roman Catholic and Eastern
Orthodox churches reuniting is rare in Russia
(16%), where 48% did not provide an answer
to the question.

Russians, Georgians least likely to favor
communion between Roman Catholic
and Eastern Orthodox churches

% who favor/oppose the Roman Catholic Church and
Eastern Orthodox churches being in communion again

Oppose Favor

Romania
Croatia
Serbia
Armenia
Bulgaria
Ukraine
Bosnia
Poland
Greece
Belarus
Estonia
Latvia
Moldova
Lithuania
Czech Republic
Hungary
Georgia
Russia

Note: Don’t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Orthodox express greater hesitation than
Catholics about accepting the other as
family

Theological and historical differences aside,
Orthodox Christians and Catholics throughout
the region are overwhelmingly willing to accept
one another as neighbors and as fellow citizens
of their countries. But the survey reveals limits
to this mutual good will. In most countries,
roughly one-in-five or more among both
Orthodox Christians and Catholics say they
would be unwilling to accept people from the
other church as family members, with Orthodox
Christians generally less willing to accept
Catholics as relatives than the other way
around.

In fact, a majority of Orthodox Christians in
Georgia (59%) say they would not accept
Catholics as family members; the same is true
of about a third of Orthodox Christians in
Greece, Russia and Serbia. About a third or
fewer of Catholics in most countries surveyed
say they would be unwilling to accept Orthodox
Christians in their family, and only 3% of
Ukrainian Catholics say this.

Among both Catholics and Orthodox,
some hesitation about accepting each
other as family members

% Orthodox/Catholics who say they would be

willing/unwilling to accept each other as family
members

Depends/DK/
Among Orthodox Willing Unwilling refused
Latvia 87% 5% 8%
Estonia 75 13 12
Belarus 73 15 13
Bulgaria 66 26 8
Romania 66 31 4
Greece 57 33 10
Serbia 57 33 9
Ukraine 56 20 24
Bosnia 50 40 10
Armenia 49 46 5
Moldova 47 43 10
Russia 47 34 19
Georgia 31 59 9
Among Catholics
Ukraine 92% 3% 6%
Latvia 87 8 5
Belarus 73 17 10
Czech Republic 68 23 9
Croatia 66 25 9
Poland 66 24 10
Hungary 59 22 20
Lithuania 53 36 11
Bosnia 49 33 18

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Roma widely rejected Majorities in most countries would not

The survey also explored sentiment toward a be willing to accept Roma in their family
few smaller religious and ethnic groups in the % who say that they would not be willing to accept Roma
region — Roma, Muslims and Jews. In general,  @s--
respondents are less willing to accept people 'V(')‘:Th"::s Citizens of
from these three groups as family members, family Neighbors their country
neighbors or fellow citizens than they are to Arme”_ia 85%  60% 57%
accept Catholics or Orthodox Christians. Georgia 84 50 40
Bulgaria 79 57 37
Czech Republic 78 69 53
Roma are, overall, the least accepted of the Lithuania -8 65 45
groups. Majorities in most of the 18 countries Greece 73 50 26
surveyed are unwilling to accept Roma as Belarus 70 57 46
relatives, and roughly half or more of Ukraine 68 55 17
respondents in 10 countries say that they Estonia 67 57 42
would not accept Roma as neighbors. Across Russia 67 53 37
the region, a median of 31% say they would be ~ Romania 65 48 82
unwilling to accept Roma even as fellow Moldova 62 38 19
.. .. ) ) Latvia 57 41 19
citizens. Rejection of Roma is particularly Bosnia 54 16 8
widespread in Armenia, where a majority is Hungary 54 44 o7
not willing to accept Roma as citizens of their Poland 49 38 30
country. Serbia 49 17 9
Croatia 44 27 17
Feelings toward Roma are similar among both ~ MEDIAN 67 50 31
Orthodox Christians and Catholics across the Note: Interviewers did not ask this question in areas of the country

where they expected to interview Roma respondents.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Sidebar: Who are the Roma?

The Roma, an ethnic group believed to have originated in the Indian subcontinent more than a millennium ago,
probably number in the millions across Europe, though precise figures are unavailable.38 Also called Sinti, Kale or
Gypsies (a term some embrace but others find offensive), they historically are associated with a nomadic culture,
though most now live in settled communities.3°

Unlike many other ethnic “diaspora” minorities, Roma lack communal awareness of a historic homeland or
unique religious tradition, according to the British linguist Yaron Matras, editor of the journal Romani Studies.
Matras has written that Roma are “a nation without a territory, without a state, without a written history, without a
particular religion of their own, and without a social framework that is regulated through formal clergy or
institutions of worship.”40

Indeed, while many Roma take on the dominant religions of their countries, they have long lived on the margins of
European societies and as targets of government suspicion or repression. Even after the Holocaust, in which they
were among the victimized groups, European countries have passed laws aiming at their assimilation or
deportation. Matras’ 2015 book “The Romani Gypsies” chronicles many of these laws. In the 1950s, for example,
the Bulgarian government forbade Roma from traveling and forced unemployed Roma into state employment.
Hungary made them carry black ID cards, different from the red ones given to other Hungarian citizens. In the
1960s, Czechoslovakia pressured nomadic Roma to settle and assimilate, destroying Roma settlements and
moving their residents to other regions of the country.41

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, and as membership in the European Union has expanded to countries like
Bulgaria and Romania, Roma populations are believed to have risen in the West. In part, this may be because
Roma have been able to move to Western European countries through the EU’s freedom-of-movement
provisions.42

38 Scholars have noted the linguistic and DNA evidence linking Roma to the Indian subcontinent. A study from 2012 using genome samples
traced the Roma populations to northwestern regions of India. See Mendizabal, Isabel, Oscar Lao, Urko M. Marigorta, et al. 2012.
“Reconstructing the Population History of European Romani from Genome-wide Data.” Current Biology.

39 Council of Europe. 2012. “Descriptive Glossary of terms relating to Roma issues.”

40 Matras, Yaron. 2015. “The Romani Gypsies.”

41 Matras, Yaron. 2015. “The Romani Gypsies.” Also see Renard, Stanislas, Alexandru Manus and Philip Fellman. 2007. “Understanding the
Complexity of the Romany Diaspora.” Online proceedings of the seventh International Conference on Complex Systems.

42 Matras, Yaron. 2015. “The Romani Gypsies.”
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Catholics less willing than Orthodox
Christians to accept Muslims as neighbors
or citizens of their country

Across Central and Eastern Europe, somewhat
fewer people reject Muslims as family
members than reject Roma, although
majorities of both Catholics and Orthodox
Christians (medians of 63% and 61%,
respectively) say they would be unwilling to
accept Muslims as family members.
Regionally, more Catholics than Orthodox
Christians say they would not accept Muslims
as neighbors or as fellow citizens.

There are relatively low levels of rejection of
Muslims among Christians in countries that
were part of the 1990s Yugoslav wars. In
Bosnia, for example, just 8% of Catholics and
12% of Orthodox Christians say they would be
unwilling to accept Muslims as neighbors.

Majorities in many countries would not
be willing to accept Muslims in their
family

% who say that they would not be willing to accept
Muslims as ...

Members
of their Citizens of

Among Orthodox family Neighbors their country
Armenia 92% 7% 7%
Georgia 76 30 23
Latvia 64 48 43
Romania 64 39 31
Estonia 62 47 43
Greece 62 28 21
Moldova 61 33 24
Belarus 60 40 34
Bulgaria 57 21 17
Bosnia 53 12 6
Serbia 49 22 16
Ukraine 48 25 18
Russia 47 24 19
MEDIAN 61 30 23
Among Catholics
Czech Republic 79% 66% 60%
Lithuania 73 56 53
Latvia 68 49 45
Belarus 65 42 40
Ukraine 63 35 22
Hungary 57 45 42
Poland 55 43 41
Bosnia 36 8 3
Croatia 34 17 13
MEDIAN 63 43 41

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Relatively few reject Jews as neighbors,
fellow citizens

Jews are more accepted in the region than
Muslims and Roma. Still, roughly half or more
of adults surveyed in several countries say they
would be unwilling to accept Jews as family
members.

Overall, Orthodox Christians are about as
likely as Catholics to say they would be
unwilling to accept Jews as family members,
neighbors or citizens.

Rejection of Jews relatively low among
both Orthodox Christians and Catholics

% who say that they would not be willing to accept Jews
as ...

Members
of their Citizens of

Among Orthodox family Neighbors their country
Armenia 66% 33% 33%
Georgia 62 18 12
Greece 55 22 17
Romania 54 30 23
Moldova 49 21 13
Bosnia 39 9 6
Russia 37 19 13
Belarus 32 17 11
Bulgaria 31 9 7
Serbia 30 10 8
Ukraine 29 13 5
Estonia 25 10 5
Latvia 25 9 8
MEDIAN 37 17 11
Among Catholics
Lithuania 50% 24% 23%
Ukraine 48 21 4
Bosnia 39 12 9
Belarus 37 16 16
Czech Republic 35 18 15
Poland 31 21 19
Latvia 29 11 8
Croatia 26 12 9
Hungary 24 15 14
MEDIAN 35 16 14

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Level of education, nationalism tied to
views of minority groups

Views of ethnic and religious minorities (Roma,
Muslims and Jews) are closely tied to
respondents’ feelings about nationalism and
their education levels.

Overall, people with more education are more
likely than others to say they would be willing
to accept Roma, Muslims or Jews as relatives,
neighbors or fellow citizens. For example, in the
Czech Republic, a majority (62%) of those with
a college education say they would be willing to
accept Jews as family members, compared with
49% among those with less education.

Respondents’ views of ethnic and religious
minorities also are linked to their feelings of
cultural superiority. Across the region, people
who say their country’s culture is superior to
others are less likely to say they would be
willing to accept ethnic and religious minorities
as relatives, neighbors or fellow citizens. The
difference in opinion between the two groups is
especially large in Greece, where 31% of those
who completely or mostly agree that their
culture is superior say they would be willing to
accept Jews as family members, compared with
70% among those who disagree that Greek
culture is superior to others.

People who feel their culture is superior
are less likely to say they would accept
Jews as family members

% who say they would be willing to accept Jews as
members of their family among those who
agree/disagree that, “Our people are not perfect but our
culture is superior”

Disagree
Agree culture is culture is
superior superior Difference

Greece 31% 70% -39
Croatia 57 77 -20
Armenia 26 45 -19
Estonia 48 67 -19
Serbia 56 72 -16
Lithuania 33 48 -15
Czech Republic 45 59 -14
Georgia 26 39 -13
Poland 53 66 -13
Ukraine 37 50 -13
Moldova 38 49 -11
Belarus 37 47 -10
Bosnia 34 44 -10
Hungary 53 63 -10
Romania 36 46 -10
Latvia 50 58 -8

Russia 40 45 -5

Bulgaria 57 56 +1

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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9. Views on economic issues

Amid widespread economic dissatisfaction, people across Central and Eastern Europe generally
expect their governments to provide a safety net for the needs of the poor.

Most adults throughout the region say their country’s current economic situation is “very” or
“somewhat” bad, and similar shares say they are generally unhappy with the state of affairs in their
country. Many cite unemployment and the gap between the rich and the poor as pressing national
concerns.

Overwhelming majorities across every country surveyed say the government should provide for
the poor. At the same time, however, majorities in most of the 18 countries surveyed — all of which
had communist or socialist governments at some point during the 20th century — say most people
are better off in a free-market economy.

Despite widely perceived economic woes in the region, the prevailing opinion in all of the
countries surveyed is that people should protect the environment for future generations, even at

the expense of economic growth.

Opinions on economic issues are largely similar across Orthodox-majority, Catholic-majority and
religiously mixed countries.

www.pewresearch.org
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Near universal support for government aid for the poor

While nearly all of the countries surveyed were

either part of the communist Soviet Union or in Most in region favor free market, but
the USSR’s sphere of influence just a few decades government aid for the poor draws even
ago, majorities across most of the region say more support
most people are better off in a free-market % who completely or mostly agree with the statement ...
economic system, even though some people are Most people are Government
. . . . . better off in a should provide
rich and others are poor. This is the view of six- free market | for needs of poor
in-ten adults in Russia and roughly three- Estonia 7% 95%
quarters in Estonia (77%) and Romania (74%). Romania 74 94
Czech Republic 73 89
In a few countries, such as Moldova and Ukraine, ~ A'™ena 69 o
only about half of respondents or fewer say most Zc;f;?a z: 2;
people are better off in a free market. Belarus 63 84
Bosnia 61 96
While free markets are clearly the preferred Latvia 61 90
economic system across the region, Russia 60 88
overwhelming majorities also say governments Greece 59 98
should take care of very poor people who can’t Hungary 55 89
take care of themselves. More than eight-in-ten Lithuania 55 95
in every country surveyed, including near Serbia. 52 o7
unanimous shares in Georgia, Greece, Serbia and i:;i?i;la 21 i
Armenia say this. Moldova 48 o1
Ukraine 47 92

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Widespread gloom about economy and

country’s direction

In nearly all countries surveyed, majorities Majorities say their country’s economic
describe their country’s economic situation situation is bad
as either “Very” bad or “somewhat” bad. % who say their country’s economic situation is
Ukrainians and Greeks nearly universally very/somewhat...
give their economies a bad rating (96% and = Bad = Good
95%, respectively).43 Ukraine
In just one country surveyed — the Czech Greece
Republic — do somewhat more people Moldova
describe their country’s economy as good Bosnia
(53%) than bad (46%). Georgia
Croatia
Armenia
Bulgaria
Serbia
Latvia
Lithuania
Romania
Hungary
Russia
Poland
Belarus
Estonia

Czech Republic

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See
Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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43 The survey was conducted after Greece went into an economic crisis in 2015.
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This economic gloom is accompanied by In most countries, people are
’

widespread dissatisfaction with the general dissatisfied with life in their country

state of affairs in the countries surveyed. Across o
% who say they are satisfied/dissatisfied with the way

most of the region, majorities say they are things are going in their country today
dissatisfied with the way things are going in Satisfled Dissatisfled  DK/ref.
their country today — including 94% who say Ukraine 0% 94% 4%
this in Ukraine. Bosnia 12 86 5
Moldova 11 84 5
Russians, on the other hand, are divided on this  Croatia 17 81 3
question: 46% say they are satisfied with the Georgia 17 78 5
way things are going in Russia, while an B”'garia 21 77 1
identical share are dissatisfied. Armenia 21 e 3
Romania 24 75 1
Serbia 27 70 3
Hungary 34 64 2
Latvia 31 62 7
Poland 34 61 5
Lithuania 42 53 4
Estonia 46 51 3
Czech Republic 52 46 2
Russia 46 46 8
Belarus 47 41 11

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.
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Most oppose harming environment to use

. Majorities support environmental
natural resources for economic growth

protection over economic growth

Nonetheless, majorities of adults in all 18 % who say their country should ...

countries surveyed say the natural environment Protect our natural Use our natural

should be protected for future generations, even e“"i';’l:'t'l‘l‘;“t for ec;‘:ﬁfn‘::gegs;;‘xth, Neither/

if doing so comes at the expense of economic generations, even even if this causes both

if this reduces some harm to the equally

growth. Support for environmental protections economic growth  environment  (VOL.)

ranges from 60% in Latvia and Poland to 84% Serbia 84% 12% 3%

in Serbia. Armenia 79 13 8
Hungary 79 7 13
Bosnia 74 18 7
Russia 74 15 8
Croatia 73 21 4
Moldova 73 14 10
Bulgaria 72 15 11
Greece 72 16 10
Belarus 71 19 7
Lithuania 71 20 6
Czech Rep. 70 25 3
Estonia 70 20 9
Ukraine 70 14 12
Romania 69 25 4
Georgia 64 20 12
Latvia 60 24 12
Poland 60 30 8

Note: Don’t know/refused responses not shown.

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”
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Across the region, majorities express concern about economic issues

Consistent with their views on the economy, majorities in most countries rate economic issues as
the most pressing concerns facing their nation. The survey asked respondents whether six
potential issues pose “a very big problem,” “

” K

a moderately big problem,” “a small problem” or “not a
problem at all;” the two issues most likely to be called “a very big problem” are economic issues —
unemployment and the gap in wealth between the rich and the poor.

Overall, substantial majorities across most countries surveyed view unemployment as a very big
problem, including roughly nine-in-ten or more respondents in Armenia (93%), Georgia (93%),
Bosnia (92%), Greece (92%), Serbia (91%) and Croatia (90%). These countries also have some of
the region’s highest unemployment rates.

In most countries surveyed, at least half say the gap between the rich and poor is a very big
problem in their country. This concern is especially acute in the former Yugoslav nations of Bosnia
(77%) and Croatia (66%). By contrast, fewer than half in Russia (46%) and only about a quarter in
Estonia (27%) and Belarus (24%) say the gap in wealth is a very big problem.

While majorities across the region side with protecting the environment over using natural
resources for economic growth, fewer people see pollution of the natural environment as a major
problem in their country.

Majorities in a few countries say a decline of moral values in society is a very big problem in their
nations, with Bosnians (67%) and Serbs (67%) expressing the most concern over this. People ages
35 and older generally are more likely than younger adults to say this. In Greece, for example, 50%
of those ages 35 and older say declining moral values is a very big problem in their country,
compared with 36% of those ages 18 to 34.

Relatively few people across the region identify conflict between religious or ethnic groups as a
very big problem. In no country surveyed does a majority of respondents say religious or ethnic
conflict is a major problem. In fact, as few as 3% of Latvians and Estonians say conflict between
religious groups is a pressing issue, while only 13% of Russians and 7% of Ukrainians say this. In
Bosnia, an especially diverse country which suffered through civil war in the 1990s, 33% of
respondents say conflict between religious groups is a very big problem in their nation, while 30%
say the same about conflict among ethnic groups.

No more than a third of Belarusians see any of these issues as very big problems in their country.

Belarus is also among the only countries in the region where more people say they are satisfied
with the way things are going (47%) than say they are dissatisfied (41%).
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In most countries, widespread concern about unemployment

%whosay _ isavery big problem in their country
Pollution of the
Gap between natural Declining moral Conflict between Conflict between
Unemployment rich and poor environment values in society ethnic groups religious groups
Armenia 93% 64% 67% 54% 15% 38%
Belarus 33 24 21 19 6 5
Bosnia 92 7 53 67 30 33
Bulgaria 82 55 62 58 22 14
Croatia 90 66 38 60 16 20
Czech Republic 45 37 32 47 32 25
Estonia 38 27 16 21 7 3
Georgia 93 54 62 53 17 22
Greece 92 57 55 46 25 24
Hungary 74 61 57 50 28 15
Latvia 43 40 12 25
Lithuania 48 51 23 37
Moldova 75 53 45 44 13 12
Poland 60 49 30 33 9 11
Romania 67 55 54 41 17 15
Russia 42 46 45 38 14 13
Serbia 91 59 62 67 18 20
Ukraine 69 60 39 40 11 7
MEDIAN 72 55 45 45 16 15

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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Overall, adults under the age of 50 are less
likely than those ages 50 and older to view the
gap between the rich and the poor as a very big
problem in their countries. For example, in
Russia, 39% of adults under 50 say this,
compared with 55% among those ages 50 and
older.

This pattern is linked with another one: Across
several nations (Armenia, Belarus, Georgia,
Latvia, Russia and Ukraine), younger adults
hold more favorable views of free-market
economies than do their elders.

Younger people less likely to see gap
between rich and poor as major problem

% who say the gap between the rich and the poor is a
very big problem in their country

Ages 18 Ages

to 49 50+ Difference
Armenia 58% 75% -17
Czech Republic 29 46 -17
Lithuania 43 59 -16
Russia 39 55 -16
Latvia 35 47 -12
Romania 49 61 -12
Ukraine 55 67 -12
Bosnia 72 83 -11
Bulgaria 50 60 -10
Estonia 22 32 -10
Hungary 56 66 -10
Croatia 62 69 -7
Serbia 56 63 -7
Poland 45 54 -9
Georgia 52 58 -6
Moldova 51 56 -5
Greece 56 58 -2
Belarus 24 25 -1

Note: Statistically significant difference are highlighted in bold.
Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries.
See Methodology for details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern
Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

www.pewresearch.org



172
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Appendix A: Methodology

The survey in Central and Eastern Europe was conducted via face-to-face interviews under the
direction of three research partners — Ipsos MORI, Institute for Comparative Social Research
(CESSI) and Georgian Opinion Research Business International (GORBI). Each research partner
covered a subset of countries. Ipsos was responsible for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Serbia.
CESSI was responsible for Belarus, Georgia, Latvia, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine. GORBI was
responsible for Armenia.

The survey is based on samples of noninstitutionalized adults ages 18 and older. In some
instances, samples exclude minor segments of the population due to accessibility problems,
security concerns, very low population figures in rural areas or costs. An oversample was
conducted in several countries to boost the sample size for some smaller subgroups. Oversamples
were conducted in Estonia and Latvia among Orthodox Christians, in Russia among Muslims, in
Ukraine in four oblasts (administrative divisions) and in Moldova in the Gagauzia region.

In all countries, the surveys were administered face to face at the respondent’s residence. All
samples are based on multistage cluster designs, which typically entailed proportional
stratification by region and locality size or urbanity, selection of primary sampling units (PSUs)
proportional to population size, and random selection of secondary and tertiary sampling points
within PSUs. Interview teams were assigned to designated random routes at the block or street
level and followed predetermined skip patterns when contacting households. Within households,
interviewers randomly selected a respondent by using a Kish grid (a random selection from a
detailed list of all household members) or by selecting the adult with the next or most recent
birthday.

Because of the sensitive political environment in some countries, certain areas were excluded at
the sampling design stage. Those regions are: Abkhazia and South Ossetia in Georgia, as well as
Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk in Ukraine.

The questionnaire administered by survey interviewers was designed by Pew Research Center staff
in consultation with subject matter experts and advisers to the project. The questionnaire was
translated into 16 different languages, with some countries using two languages for larger
subpopulations. The list of translations used for fieldwork in each country can be found in the
table. Once the translations were received, they were independently verified by professional
linguists and pretested prior to fieldwork.
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Following fieldwork, survey performance for each country was
assessed by comparing the results for key demographic
variables with reliable, national-level population statistics. For
each country, the data were weighted to account for different
probabilities of selection among respondents. Where
appropriate, data also were weighted through an iterative
procedure to more closely align the samples with official
population figures for gender, age, education, urbanity and
region. Weighting in Poland took into account the size of
locality; weighting in Russia took into account religion. The
reported sampling errors and the statistical tests of significance
used in the analysis take into account the effects of weighting
and specific sample designs.

The table on page 174 shows the total, unweighted sample size
and associated margin of sampling error for each country. For
results based on the total sample in the countries surveyed, one
can say with 95% confidence that the error attributable to
collecting data from some, rather than all, adults living in a
country is plus or minus the margin of error. This means that in
95 out of 100 samples of the same size and type, the results
obtained would vary by no more than plus or minus the margin
of error for the country in question.

It should be noted that practical difficulties in conducting
multinational surveys can introduce potential error or bias into

Languages for fieldwork

Country
Armenia

Belarus

Bosnia &
Herzegovina

Bulgaria
Croatia
Czech Republic
Estonia
Georgia
Greece
Hungary
Latvia
Lithuania
Moldova
Poland
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Ukraine

Languages
Armenian

Russian
Bosnian

Bulgarian

Croatian

Czech

Estonian, Russian
Georgian, Russian
Greek

Hungarian
Latvian, Russian
Lithuanian
Romanian, Russian
Polish

Romanian
Russian

Serbian

Ukrainian, Russian

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July
2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for

details.

“Religious Belief and National Belonging in
Central and Eastern Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

the findings. Question wording, in addition to sampling error, can also have an impact on the

findings of opinion polls.
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Sample sizes and margin of error

Country Unweighted sample size Margin of error
Armenia 1,523 +3.4 points
Belarus 1,513 +3.5 points
Bosnia & Herzegovina 1,561 +3.7 points
Bulgaria 1,619 +4.0 points
Croatia 1,616 +3.7 points
Czech Republic 1,490 +3.9 points
Estonia 1,689 +3.6 points
Georgia 1,533 +3.8 points
Greece 1,465 +4.5 points
Hungary 1,483 +4.3 points
Latvia 1,649 +3.4 points
Lithuania 1,572 +3.9 points
Moldova 1,841 +3.8 points
Poland 1,484 +4.1 points
Romania 1,361 +4.5 points
Russia 2,471 +3.3 points
Serbia 1,574 +3.7 points
Ukraine 2,409 +3.7 points

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”
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Fieldwork dates and data collection method

Country Fieldwork dates
Armenia June 29 - Dec. 14, 2015
Belarus July 3 - Aug. 1, 2015

Bosnia & Herzegovina June 27, 2015 - Feb. 26, 2016
Bulgaria July 1 - Oct. 18, 2015

Croatia July 8, 2015 - Feb. 21, 2016
Czech Republic July 4 - Nov. 30, 2015

Estonia June 29, 2015 - March 31, 2016
Georgia March 29 - April 28, 2016
Greece June 27 - Nov. 28, 2015
Hungary July 1, 2015 - Feb. 26, 2016
Latvia June 1-July 24,2016
Lithuania July 13, 2015 - Jan. 20, 2016
Moldova July 4 - Aug. 2, 2015

Poland June 30 - Nov. 8, 2015
Romania July 1 - Oct. 18, 2015

Russia July 1-31, 2015

Serbia June 27 - Dec. 29, 2015
Ukraine July 3-29, 2015

Data collection method
PAPI

PAPI
CAPI
CAPI
CAPI
CAPI
CAPI
PAPI
CAPI
CAPI
PAPI
CAPI
PAPI
CAPI
CAPI
PAPI
CAPI
PAPI

Note: Face-to-face interviews are either pen and paper interviews (PAPI) or computer-assisted personal interviews (CAPI).

Source: Survey conducted June 2015-July 2016 in 18 countries. See Methodology for details.
“Religious Belief and National Belonging in Central and Eastern Europe”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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