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Retired Professor Burkle is currently a Senior Fellow and Scientist with the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, Harvard University 
and Senior International Public Policy Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars in Washington DC. He 
is an elected member of the National Academy of Medicine, received the Joseph Leiter Award from the National Institutes of 
Health, and is the recipient of the prestigious Gorgas Medal. Dr. Burkle has published over 230 scientific articles, four books, 
three on disaster medicine and management. He has worked in and consulted on numerous humanitarian crises and large-
scale international disasters in Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Eastern Europe. He served as Deputy Assistant Administrator 
for the Bureau of Global Health at the U.S. Agency for International Development and as the 2003 Interim Minister of Health 
in Iraq. 

A 1961 Saint Michael’s College and 1965 University of Vermont College of Medicine graduate, Dr. Burkle holds post-graduate 
degrees from Yale, Harvard, Dartmouth, the University of California at Berkeley, University of Geneva, Switzerland and the 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. He is qualified in Emergency Medicine, Pediatrics, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, 
Psychiatry, and holds a Master’s Degree in Public Health and Diploma in Tropical Medicine. 

He is a combat decorated retired Naval Reserve Captain, who served with the Marines in Viet Nam, Somalia, the Persian 
Gulf War, and Iraq. He is member of the Board of Directors and Overseer of the International Rescue Committee, the 
world’s largest refugee organization, and the Science Advisory Board of the American Red Cross.
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