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The aspect of orchestrating the traditional instruments in North
Korean Capital music organizations in 2010s

Bae, lhngyo*

This article has a purpose to look into the orchestration of the national music instruments in the music
organizations that are performing in the capital of North Korea. South Korea and the North Korea have been
divided more than 50 years, and these organizations we are targeting are showing the original form of music
of North Korea. To do this research, we examined the Paris concert of Eunhasu(Milky-way) Orchestra in
February 2011 and March 2012, the concert of the Chosun People’s Military Ensemble in April and
September 2013, which show the ethnic orchestra and a part-mixed organizing, and lastly the <New Music
Concert> of the Moranbong band in September 2014. The Moranbong band was established after the
succession of Kim Jongeun in 2012.

Eunhasu Orchestra played with the entire-mixed orchestration, and showed a performance technique that
makes the western music instruments in the traditional music sounds not at all awkward. Also Chosun
People’s Military Ensemble displayed the entire-mixed orchestration, but different from that of Eunhasu
Orchestra in the positions of the traditional music instruments. Besides this mix, at the concert of Chosun
People’s Military Ensemble, there were small traditional orchestration and the part-mixed orchestration. Both
of them expressed the harmony with accordion, and combined the traditional bamboo musical instruments
with harmonica presenting the harmony and the ethnic taste. Lastly, the electrical music band, Moranbong
band is presenting the ethnic, traditional sentiment through the folk song scale in the songs, which are also
minyo(folksong)-style song with the electrical instruments, and also presenting through adding the
kwaenggwari with other electrical music instruments.

In North Korea, the music groups are pursuing the mixed-orchestration to achieve the traditional form, the
modern sense of beauty, and the popularity at the same time, but it can be told as a way of presenting the
harmony in traditional music.

The traditional form, modern sense of beauty, and the popularity seem as though they will be pursuing

the mixed orchestration continuously for the harmony, engaging with the North Korean Government’s political

* Research Professor, KCTI, Dankook University
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intentions.

|[key words] traditional music; traditional music instrument, mixed orchestration; entire-mixed orchestration;

traditional orchestra; Eunhasu(Milky-way) Orchestra; Chosun People’s Military Ensemble;

Moranbong Band; minyo(folksong)-style song; national character; modernity; popularity

s At AR atge

20154 54 10 20154 58 22~6¢ 15 20154 6 18




