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Introduction

During the colonial era of England, her laws did not apply to
all colonies upon their acquisition. Colonies gained by treaty
or conquest generally retained their own laws. Those which
had been colonized by Englishmen or formed by peaceful
settlement adopted the laws of England so far as they suited
the conditions of the colony. The colonies in Australia
belonged to the latter class. In fact however, the history of
settlement in this country contains many pages of the old
story of cnnflict between the former occupiers of land and
those who dispossessed them.

The first settlers found a land of virgin soil used as the
hunting grounds of tribal and nomadic Aborigines who
naturally resented encroachment on their domain, the denial
of access to customary sources of food, and the destruction
of certain fauna and things sacred to them. The tribesmen
had a strong attachment to their own territory and, when
dispossessed, did not retire far into the unoccupied lands but
sought to return. Resistance was offered by various
Aboriginal groups who used the only tactics available to
them.

W. H. Wiseman, commissioner of crown lands for the
Leichhardt district, in 1855 was “of the opinion that no
tribes would allow of the peaceable occupation of their
country but, following the counsel of the boldest and
strongest man amongst them, would endeavour to check the
progress of the white men by spearing their cattle, stealing
their sheep and murdering the shepherds’”. This he had
known to be invariably the case. Wiseman based his opinion
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on personal experience of Aboriginal habits over fifteen
years. Wiseman also wrote: ‘“History tells us that no people
or tribe however small or weak, submitted tamely to the
insolent intrusion of strangers, nor is the savage of Australia,
however despicable some may deem him, so utterly devoid of
courage and pride as to yield without a struggle that country
which he has used to obtain his food and to which he is
undoubtedly attached. Every attack on the white man is the
~ result of the deliberation of the whole tribe and it is very
seldom that a blow is struck or an outrage perpetrated unless
counselled by the leaders and old men . . . *!

However, there were squatters who managed to keep the
peace with the tribes on their runs, despite the occasional
killing and stealing of their stock. They had the knack of
getting on with the Aboriginal inhabitants or of knowing how
to handle them. The local tribes were allowed to remain,
some of the members, despite lapses of unreliability, being
employed on seasonal and other occasional jobs such as sheep
washing and drafting, and cutting bark. These squatters never
ill-treated or deceived the Aborigines although they treated
them with firmness and never took foolhardy risks. They saw
that their employees followed this line of behaviour also.
Between these settlers and the local Aborigines there arose an
understanding in which the latter continued to regard the run
as their home.

William Archer of Gracemere was one of these squatters.
Having formed four stations in the districts of Moreton Bay,
Burnett, and Port Curtis he had many opportunities to
become acquainted with the habits of the Aborigines before
giving evidence before the 1858 Select Committee. He did
not believe in driving the Aborigines off their own territory
and thought it most unjust to keep them out from the
stations, stating: “They must exist somewhere; they cannot
be driven from the face of the earth altogether. If they were
allowed in they would have less temptation to commit aggre-
ssions.”’” Archer knew the Aborigines might revenge the
offence of a servant upon the squatter’s family, but believed
that if every person would allow the Aborigines to remain on
the station the risk would be less.?

However no tribal right to any title to land was recognized
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by the laws of England. Only recently, on 27 April 1971, the
Yirrkala Aboriginal village on Gove Peninsula, Northern
Territory, lost its legal battle for recognition of tribal land
rights before Blackburn J. on the principle expounded over
the years that on the foundation of each Australian colony
all land became the property of the crown.

In many cases, fear by squatters for life and possessions
caused them to drive the tribes off their runs. The squatters
felt they were taking protective measures in anticipation of
danger. | ’

Aborigines and settlers had different interests in occupying
the same tract of country: the Aborigines for continued
access to their tribal grounds to which their souls were bound
by their sacred totemic associations and for their food and
water; the settlers for undisturbed occupation for farming.
and grazing. The modes of life, habits, laws, and viewpoints
of the two groups were irreconcilable. |

Often, the spark which caused a violent clash between the
two groups was the act or omission of some irresponsible
individual, a broken promise, some unmerited abuse, a care-
less relationship, often springing from ignorance, greed, fear,
revenge, or hostility. An instance of a broken promise with
unmerited abuse which occurred in the town of Brisbane was
given by R. B Sheridan before the 1861 Queensland Select
Committee. Sheridan cited the case of an Aborigine who,
after cutting wood for a townsman, was given an-order-on a
baker allegedly in payment. The order in fact did not
authorize the supplying of a loaf but directed that the
Aborigine ‘“be kicked about his business with very strong
language’. On the fictitious order being presented that
evening, the direction was complied with.? The night attack
on Leichhardt’s camp in which naturalist Gilbert was killed
apparently was caused by the interference with Aboriginal
women by two Aboriginal members of Leichhardt’s party the
previous day. It seems that Captain M. C. O’Connell referred
to such occasions as these when he stated he had “never seen
the blacks do mischief without some previous injury being
inflicted on them by the whites”. O’Connell was com-
missioner of crown lands for the Port Curtis district when he
made this statement before the 1858 Select Committee.*



Introduction

Outrages or depredations by Aborigines, howsoever
caused, led to reprisals, the frontier punishment by “teaching
a lesson”. This in turn was followed by revenge. It was a trail
of linked violence and many innocent people on both sides
suffered in consequence. Superior arms and means of move-
ment remained with the settlers. This superiority could only
be countered by wile and acts of so-called treachery.

Group punishments of tribes in retaliation for murders and
stock killings were involved early in the frontier policy of
direct action, a policy which did not arise from any peculiar
viciousness in individuals. Brought about by the nature of the
contact with tribesmen, it was generally recognized as a
means of establishing peace and order. The settlers con-
sidered they had a right to take ‘‘protective measures” in
defence of their property and lives. If the government could
not afford to protect them, they thought they were entitled
to take the law into their own hands.

In the colony of New South Wales, which included much
of the territory of what is now Queensland until the separa-
tion of this colony in 1859, the ultimate responsibility for
native administration remained with Britain up to the com-
pletion of the grant of self-government in 1856. Britain,
generally speaking, had continued its strong interest and
concern over the native question. To such secretaries of state
as Glenelg, Russell, Stanley, and Grey, the matter was a live
one. Official policy was normally expressed, though not
necessarily framed, by the secretary of state for the colonies
or the governor of the colony.

At the very beginning, Phillip was instructed to open an
intercourse with the natives and to conciliate their affections,
to enjoin all subjects to live in amity and kindness with them,
to- bring offenders who wantonly destroyed them or gave
them any unnecessary interruption in the exercise of their
several occupations to punishment according to the degree of
the offence, and to report in what manner intercourse with
these people could be turned to the advantage of the
colony.® Subsequently from time to time the British-
appointed governors were instructed that ‘“‘the natives should
be protected in the enjoyment of their possessions, preserved
from violence and injustice, and that measures should be
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taken for their conversion to Christianity and their advance-
ment in civilisation”.%

A select committee of the House of Commons of
1836—37, under the chairmanship of Foxwell Buxton who
already had laboured for prison reform and the abolition of
slavery, recognized the right of the Aborigines to their soil. It
recommended increased expenditure for missionaries and for
protectors, the reservation of hunting lands, the education of
the young, and special laws to protect the Aborigine until he
learned to live within the framework of British law. The com-
mittee referred to reports of conflicts between the Europeans
and the Aborigines in New South Wales and Western Aus-
tralia and noted the inconsistency of the Europeans acting
“avowedly upon the principle of enforcing belligerent rights
against a public enemy” while the Aborigines, being British
subjects, were defended by British law as often as their lives
or property may be attacked. The committee’s two reports,
which revealed genuine concern for the people being
colonized, were accepted by the House.”

The same ideals in England had founded in 1836 the
Aborigines Protection Society. That body actively pursued its
objects throughout the nineteenth century despite charges
that it lacked a realistic knowledge of the conditions existing
on the frontiers of settlement in Australia. These ideals were
publicly expressed in New South Wales. Gipps’s public notifi-
cation of 21 May 1839 read:

As human beings partaking of our common nature — as the
Aboriginal possessors of the soil from which the wealth of the
country has been principally derived — and as subjects of the
Queen, whose authority extends over every part of New Holland
— the natives of the Colony have an equal right with the people
of European origin to the protection and assistance of the law of
England. '

To allow either to injure or oppress the other, or to permit the
stronger to regard the weaker party as aliens with whom a war
can exist, and against whom they may exercise belligerent rights,
is not less inconsistent with the spirit of that Law, than it is at
variance with the dictates of justice and humanity . ..

His Excellency thinks it right, further to inform the public,
that each succeeding despatch from the Secretary of State, marks
in an increasing degree the importance which Her Majesty’s
Government, and no less the Parliament and the people of Great

Britain, attach to the just and humane treatment of the
Aborigines of this country; and to declare most earnestly, and:
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solemnly, his deep conviction that there is no subject or matter
whatsoever in which the interest as well as the honour of the
colonists are most essentially concerned.

In 1839 the attention of owners of stock and the public in
general was drawn to the extensive powers vested by the
squatting or Border Police Act (2 Vic. No. 27) in the com-
missioners of crown lands acting beyond the boundaries, “as
one of the principal objects which the Council had in view
. . . was to put a stop to the atrocities which have of late been
so extensively committed beyond the boundaries, both by
Aborigines and on them”.? The public were also notified that
distinct instructions had been received by Govermor Gipps
from Her Majesty’s Government to institute an inquest or
enquiry in every case where any of the Aboriginal inhabitants
came to a violent death in consequence of a collision with
white men. Irrespective of race or colour, all were to be
brought, as far as was in the governor’s power, to equal and
indiscriminate justice.

During the years following the 1839 notification, the con-
siderable correspondence which passed between the Colonial
Office in England and the colonial governors shows that this
humane policy was continuously in view. However, the
policy was doomed to failure.

In 1836, the Supreme Court of New South Wales had to
decide whether Aboriginal tribes were amenable to the laws
of Great Britain in the courts of the colony for offences
against the public peace committed on each other, or
whether they were governed by usages and customs of their
own from time to time immemorial, practised, and
recognized amongst them.

These questions arose in the case of an Aborigine named
Jack Congo Murral, arraigned for the murder of another
Aborigine named Jabinguy. The court had assigned counsel
and attorney for the defence, and on a plea to the juris-
diction of the court being entered by counsel Stephen the
attorney general demurred to the plea, which brought the
question of law fully before the court. The court unanimous-
ly decided that Aboriginal tribes had no sovereignty at the
time of possession of the colony, the offence had been com-
mitted within the territorial jurisdiction of the court, the
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British government had exercised its rights in the colony over
a long period, offences against an Aborigine must be
punished to protect his civil rights, and there could be no
distinction from a case where the victim was a white man.!°

Two years later, in the Myall Creek case, the Aborigine’s
right to the protection of the law was confirmed when seven
white men were found guilty of murdering one of the
children included in the massacre of twenty-eight Aborigines.
Those found guilty were subsequently executed by
hanging.!! -

On the other hand, Aborigines had been subject to the
penalties of the law. The following case is mentioned as it
resulted in the first execution according to law of Aborigines
of the territory of what is now Queensland. Two Aborigines,
Meridie and Nungavil, were tried before Burton J. in Sydney
for the murder in 1840 of William Tuck, a white convict
from the Moreton Bay Penal Settlement. Tuck had been
assigned to assistant government surveyor Stapylton who was
also killed at the time by Aborigines. They were found guilty
and sentenced to death.!?

Despite the humane policy of the British government and
equality of European and Aborigine under the law, the
settlers on 'the frontier considered these objectives were im-
practical, caused by inexperience and distance from the facts,
and proposed by people who knew nothing about the
settler’s difficulties. On the frontier there was a natural
concern to be secure in life and possessions. They felt the
government should afford some protection or let the settlers
protect themselves. Sufficient power to enforce the law and
to control the settlers was lacking.

On the other hand, the Aborigine also was not in a
position to have recourse to justice according to law. He was
unorganized, ignorant of the colonial law, and had no
accessible advocate to look -after his interests. The evidence
of an Aborigine who did not understand the nature of an
oath was inadmissible under the law. The evidence obtained
from inquests or enquiries into the deaths of Aborigines
could be of little value in criminal cases. The chief deposi-
tions, and often the only depositions, necessarily then were
those of the white men concerned. The evidence of
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Aborigines, even if obtainable, was not accepted in criminal
cases.

An Act (3 Vic. No. 16) to admit the evidence of
Aborigines, was passed in New South Wales in 1839, ? but
was disallowed by the crown on the advice that to allow
heathens to give evidence would be ‘contrary to the
principles of British Jurisprudence”.!* It was considered in
New South Wales in 1841 that the inadmissibility of the
evidence of Aborigines acted quite as often in their favour as
against them, the admission of their evidence being ‘“‘as much
called for...by parties who had suffered from the aggres-
sions of the Blacks as by those who advocated their civiliza-
tion”.! 5 An Aborigine might consider praiseworthy the act
he was accused of, and boastfully describe his exploits. How-
ever, in 1843, power to legislate to remove the difficulties
founded on the inadmissibility of Aboriginal evidence was
conferred by England on the local legislature,! ® but in New
South Wales there was a failure to pass legislation under that
power.

Rather unique circumstances had existed in the Myall
Creek case. A resolution “to exterminate the whole race of
blacks in that quarter” had resulted in the massacre of
twenty-eight Aborigines on a run held by Henry Dangar. The
resolution did not have the support of all settlers in the area.
One of the whites present who did not participate informed
the nearest magistrate. The first jury acquitted eleven men
charged but Attorney General Plunkett had seven charged on
a further count of murder, hoping that one of the other four
might turn queen’s evidence. When this did not happen the
other four were not prosecuted on a further count because
the chief evidence against them was that of a civilized
Aborigine working on Myall Creek, whose evidence was in-
admissible.! ?

One result of the Myall Creek massacre and case was the
Border Police Act of 1839. So far as the Aborigines were
concerned, no mention was made in that act for their pro-
tection or welfare under the law. It was considered that the
existing law required neither improvement nor alteration. All
that was required was the means to execute the law. These
means, it was hoped, would be supplied by the police to be
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established under the act and it would be, of course, for the
executive government to direct the application of them. The
Border Police Act was of fixed duration, two years only, but
was renewed for a further five years in 1841 (5 Vic. No. 1).
In each of two districts of Queensland before separation —
Moreton Bay and Darling Downs — a Border Police Force
operated until 1846. A short reference is made in chapter 1
to these two units, although the subject of the book is the
Native Police Force which functioned in this territory three
years later.

The short-lived Border Police, which operated on the
pastoral frontier, were succeeded in this territory by a con-
stabulary of some three or four constables attached to each
court of petty sessions outside of Brisbane Town, with about
the same number of troopers attached to each commissioner
of crown lands. These isolated and small police groups were
primarily concerned with matters other than the restoration
of peace and order between settler and Aborigine in the vast
areas in which the groups were employed.

During the years to which this story relates no laws were
enacted in the colony after the 1839 Border Police Act to
assist in maintaining the equality of legal status of the
Aborigine or in bringing justice according to law to
Aborigines, not only on the extending frontier but in those
areas left behind. Over this period, the attitude generally of
the government and public of the colony towards the
Aborigines hardened.

Even a report by the Reverend Christopher Eipper,
minister of the Church of Scotland and a missionary at
Brisbane Town from 1838 to 1843, suggested the establish-
ment of one or more penal settlements for the Aborigines as
a field for missionary enterprises. In referring to the declara-
tion that Aborigines were under the protection of and
amenable to the British law, Eipper wrote:

its protection I grant, they have often, and do often undeservedly
enjoy; as to their accounting themselves, and being in reality
amenable to the law, very little consideration and observation will
shew, that it is a very shadowy pretence. Life and property are
frequently taken by them with impunity; and so long as nothing
else but the course of regular justice is opposed to that lawless
course of proceeding, many lives and much property will be
sacrificed. It is true that public and private retribution has now
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and theh been made upon the Aborigines, and no doubt the
innocent have 1paid with their blood and life for the misdeeds of
their brethren.!8

However, the question of the moral rights of the
Aborigines was still exercising the mind, in England, of the
secretary of state for the colonies. On 25 June 1847, Earl
Grey wrote to Sir Charles FitzRoy acknowledging the latter’s
despatch of 25 October 1846, in which had been transmitted
a report from the superintendent at Port Phillip, pointing out
the defective state of the law as it affected the Aborigines of
Australia and the insufficient security it afforded, both as
regards the protection of the natives and their punishment
for acts of aggression on the settlers. Two circumstances had
been pointed out in that case: first, the inapplicability to the
Aborigines of the law of evidence as it then stood, and
second, the impediment to the administration of justice
arising from the variety of the forms and technical rules of
procedure under which the law was administered. It was
represented that murders and other crimes were inflicted
with impunity by the Aborigines not only upon each other
but also upon the settlers.

As FitzRoy had transmitted that statement without
comment, Grey wrote that he was led to infer that the
governor had probably overlooked the act (6 Vic. cap. 22),
entitled “An Act to authorize the Legislatures of certain of
Her Majesty’s Colonies to pass Laws for the admission in
certain cases of unsworn testimony in Civil and Criminal pro-
ceedings”. That Imperial Act had been transmitted to
FitzRoy’s predecessor on 6 July 1843. Grey added:

The Statute in question imparts to the local Legislature all
requisite powers for removing the difficulties founded on the
supposed inadmissibility of the evidence of the Aborigines. But I
must acknowledge that it is to the care and vigilance of the
Executive Authorities alone, that we can trust for such an
application of the Law as may effectually ensure the Administra-
tion of Justice and the prevention of those crimes of which the
Natives are either the perpetrators or the victims. To exempt the
administration of the Law from cumbersome formalities and
superfluous rules is, as you are well aware, an attempt of almost
hopeless difficulty, in whatever Country and in reference to what-
ever class of Society that attempt may be made.1?

However, the colonial legislature was loath for many years
to enact for the reception of the evidence of Aborigines. In

10
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New South Wales, the Legislative Council in 1844 and 1849
rejected bills to enable the Imperial Act to apply, and it was
not until the Evidence Act 1876 was enacted in that colony
that a judge was able to take evidence otherwise than on
oath. In 1876 Queensland also admitted the evidence of
those ignorant of the nature of, or incompetent to take an
oath.2® The person authorized to administer the oath was to
be satisfied the taking of an oath would have no binding
effect on the conscience of the person giving the evidence
and he understood he would be liable to punishment if his
evidence was untruthful.

On 11 February 1848 Grey, in writing to FitzRoy on the
difficulty of locating the Aboriginal tribes absolutely apart
from the settlers, stated that this made it more incumbent on
the government to prevent the Aborigines from being
altogether excluded from the land under pastoral occupation.
Grey thought it essential that it be generally understood that
leases to settlers granted only an exclusive right of pasturage
and of cultivating such land as the occupiers might require
within the large limits assigned to them. The leases were not
intended to deprive the natives of their former right to hunt
over these districts, to wander over them In search of sub-
sistence, or to the spontaneous produce of the soil except
over land actually cultivated or fenced for the purpose.

A distinct understanding of . the extent of mutual rights,
Grey thought, was one step at least towards the maintenance
of order and mutual forbearance between settlers and natives
in the outlying districts. In this despatch, Grey also referred
to the setting apart of reserves for the benefit of Aborigines,
schools and training for Aborigines, and the remedying of the
law of native evidence.?! The Executive Council of the
colony, on 18 July 1848 following receipt of an opinion
given by Attorney General Plunkett, advised that such a
condition as Grey envisaged could not be introduced into the
leases by the local government and that the requisite
authority only could be obtained by a further order of her
majesty in council (under 9 & 10 Vic. cap. 104).22

The position was that the attention and resources of the
colonial government were becoming more absorbed by the
growing white community and there was no time or money

11
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to spend on what was generally regarded as a doomed race.
Rusden in his History of Australia wrote in relation to New
South Wales:

Though only two Govemnors, Phillip and Gipps, had dared to
be just, in the long line of responsible Governors, many of them
had been kind and well-meaning. Supported by the humane
counsels of Secretaries of State, and by the provision for the
welfare of the Aborigines secured by Lord Stanley under his Land
Act of 1842, Governors had tempered, if they could not quell,
the cruel blasts of persecution which raged over the land. But on
the disappearance of the Governor’s active control, there arose a
confidence that the Executive Government, dependent on the
people’s voice, would not dare, if even it should desire, to mete
out equal justice to the two races. Dwellers in the outlying
Districts denounced as impertinent any questionings as to the
number, or the manner of the violent deaths of natives on their
cattle stations. The four responsible Ministries of Donaldson,
Cowper, Parker, and Cowper, which existed between 1856 and
1860, did nothmg to ameliorate the condition of affairs in the
northern districts.

The failures of various colonial administrations to carry
out the policies laid down in England are not further pursued
here.24

In' Queensland before separation, then part of the northern
districts of New South Wales, the rapidly expanding frontier
produced requests from the settlers for a Native Police Force
for their protection. The problem for the colonial executive
was one of keeping the peace between two kinds of British
subjects — the whites and the native tribes.

Governor FitzRoy had reason to believe that the establish-
ment of the Native Police Force in the northern districts
would not only have the effect of checking the collisions
between the white inhabitants and the Aborigines “which in
some instances have had very deplorable results’’, but he was
“also- sanguine in the hope that it may prove one of the most
efficient means of attempting to introduce more civilized
habits among the native tribes”.2> Civilized habits were to be .
introduced to the Aborigines by punitive measures when it
was considered by officers themselves that the occasion
warranted them.

The story of the Native Police Force contained in this
particular volume is only part of its whole story, being
limited to the years when it served in the then northern
districts of the colony of New South Wales. It begins with the

12
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first arrival of Walker’s detachment on the Macintyre River
and ends when members of the force were taken over by the
government of the new colony of Queensland in 1859. The
story here presented is largely compiled from official records.
It is realized that much of the history of the force was not
reported, therefore the whole will never be written. It is
beyond human memory.

Operating as a punitive expedition, the force is tangible
evidence of the final bankruptcy of frontier policy. While the
Native Police system may well be condemned, wholesale
strictures of all members of that force are unjustified. Foul =
deeds in excess of the duty imposed were certainly perpetra-
ted by a few,fbut generally the work of the force is well
summed up by W. E. Parry-Okeden, commissioner of police
of Queensland, in 1896 following. his mvestlgatlon into the
Native Police: ‘“The Native Police have had in the past a most
difficult duty and their officers havé borne a heavy burden of -
responsibility. In carrying out that duty under most adverse
conditions, many of them lost their lives, some have been
severely wounded, and others have spent a lifetime of
hardship in protecting life and property, and in honestly
carrying out on the very outskirts of civilization the responsi-
ble work thrust upon them.””?®

The Aboriginal members of the force generally share in
this commendation. We have ample evidence of their loyalty
to their officers and of their courage. Many lost their lives in
carrying out the duties imposed on them. Parry-Okeden, in
his report, referred to their capacity for being trained to a
high state of discipline and added: “But by reason of their
light-hearted nature they will with much greater relish join in
a friendly ‘Yabba’ [talk], hunt, or corroboree with, or help
feed, their fellows”.

Many references have been made over the years to the
Native Police Force and to its individual members. Occasion-
ally, manifest inaccuracies have occurred and it is hoped that
this volume will rectify some of those errors.

The story of the Native Police Force is part of the history
of the first white settlement of this land. The frontiers of
settlement expanded for many years. The raking up of the
misdeeds of our past may be regarded by some as a matter.
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which should now be forgotten. However, often the lack of
some historical dimension is the cause of failure to apply
correct treatment to a present problem. =

If this volume is of assistance, even in a small degree, in
now promoting true Aboriginal welfare in Australia, then the
work entailed will have been worthwhile.

Words such as “blacks”, “whites”, “natives”, ‘‘savages”,
although somewhat out of place today, are used in the
historical context of this story. Likewise, words relating to
any Aboriginal action against the settlers are those that were
used at the time of the incident.
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l Beyond the Limits
of Location

During the 1830s in the New South Wales colony there was a
transformation in the nature of its population and problems.
This development, at first scarcely noticeable, was obvious in
1835. During the latter years of the decade, the old convict
days were drawing to an end' and free 1mm1grat10n and
monetary capital were flowing to this land of promise.

The prospect of riches obtained from flocks and herds and
the possession of new pastures were magnets of attraction.
Wool growing was the primary thought. At the commence-
- ment of the 1830s Australian wool was gaining recognition in
England and was already attracting good prices. Two million
pounds weight of wool had been sent from the Australian
colonies in 1830 and the following year New South Wales
and Van Diemen’s Land exported no less than a million and a
quarter pounds each. The figures continued to climb and in
1839, over ten million pounds of wool were exported. Aus-
tralian wool was then definitely established on the market
and its economic future assured.

Gregory Blaxland, accompanled by Lieutenant Lawson
and student W. C. Wentworth, in crossing the Blue Mountains
in-1813, had opened the way for the inland invasion by the
stockmen with their drays, flocks, and herds.

Very slowly at first, pastoral occupation had gradually
expanded from Sydney. The extension of settlement by 1829
caused a proclamation by Governor Darling of “limits of
location” or “limits of settlement” in the colony.? The
imaginary boundaries of this area divided eastern Australia
into two regions — settled and the unsettled — the latter
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“beyond the boundaries”. This expression as well as that of
“within the limits of location” and similar expressions were
commonly used for decades in the colony. Nineteen counties
— really comprising the area in which land was then occupied
by settlers — were proclaimed and subsequently the county
of Bourke in the district of Port Phillip was added to the
original counties. This proclamation sought to apply the
British government’s policy of concentration of settlement.
The government was influenced by the doctrine of systematic
settlement in the colonies advanced by E. G. Wakefield and
his theorists that sales of land, immigration of labour, and
spread of settlement, all under strict control, should move
together in orderly balance. The theory assumed that the
dispersion of settlement meant the ruin of any colony.

However, imaginary boundaries could not deter the search
for good pastures. Stockmen continued to drive their sheep
and cattle beyond the limits of location despite the handi-
caps. Beyond the boundaries a trespasser had to rely entirely
on himself and, at first, land could be neither purchased nor
occupied under lawful authority.

By 1835, stock were roaming well beyond the limits of
logation. The Police and Gaols Committee produced evidence
of the way in which settlement had outstripped government
provision for it. Governor Sir Richard Bourke recognized that
trespasses beyond the boundaries could not be stopped
when he reported in a despatch of 10 October 1835: “The
proprietors of thousands of acres already find it necessary,
equally with the poorer settlers, to send large flocks beyond
the present boundary of location to preserve them in health
throughout the year. The colonists must otherwise restrain
the increase or endeavour to raise artificial food for their
stock. Whilst nature presents all around an unlimited supply
of the most wholesome nutriment, either course would seem
a perverse rejection of the Bounty of Providence.”?

In 1836 Governor Bourke moved to legalize occupation by
reputable persons beyond the boundaries. The resulting Act
(7 Wm. IV. No. 4) “to restrain the unauthorized occupation
of Crown Lands” was equally a law to recognize and encour-
age legitimate grazing. It recognized the principle of dis-
persion by authorizing the granting of annual licenses, at a
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fee of ten pounds, conferring the right to depasture stock on
any unoccupied lands beyond the boundaries of location for
the term of one year. The act also authorized the appoint-
ment of commissioners of crown lands — one for each district
— to remove undesirable intruders, but did not define their
precise duties. No. provision was made by the Act for the
preservation of law and order beyond the boundaries of
location. -

Sir George Gipps who assumed the governorship of the
colony in February 1838, reported:

. . .1t is too late to calculate the evils of dispersion in New South
Wales. All the power of Government, aided even by a Military
force ten times greater than that which is maintained in the
Colony, would not suffice to bring back within the limits of our
twenty counties the Flocks and Herds, which now stray hundreds
of miles beyond them; and, therefore, the only question is
whether we will abandon all control over these distant regions,
and leave the occupiers of them unrestrained in their lawless
aggressions upon each other and upon the Aborigines, or make
such efforts, as are in our power, to preserve order amongst all
classes.

Gipps moved to preserve order ‘“‘amongst all classes”
beyond the boundaries of location. From the countryside
around, there had been arriving in Sydney continual news of
outrages by natives and, on the other side, rumours of
atrocities by squatting parties. The Myall Creek trials assisted
in producing a climax. On 14 February 1839, Gipps opened
an extraordinary session of the Legislative Council of the
colony, stating that he had summoned the council to pass “a
measure for the establishment of a Police Force beyond the
settled districts of the Colony”. The governor further stated:
“The vast interests, which have grown up in those distant
parts of the Territory, and the number of persons of all
classes now engaged in depasturing Sheep and Cattle beyond
what are called the Boundaries of Location, might be
sufficient themselves to call for the protection of a Police
Force; but the necessity of it is rendered far more urgent by
the frequent aggressions made of late by the Aboriginal
Natives upon the Flocks and Herds of Stockmen, by the
outrages which have been committed on the Aborigines as
well as by them, and particularly by one atrocious deed of
blood for which seven unhappy men have suffered death on
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the scaffold.”

Gipps then detailed the provisions for the proposed bill to
establish a Border Police, so-called to distinguish them from
the more regular Mounted Police Force of the colony.® With
some changes this bill was passed on 22 March 1839. The Act
(2 Vic. No. 27) was entitled “An Act further to restrain the
unauthorised occupation of Crown Lands, and to provide the
means of defraying the expense of the Border Police”
Enacted for a period of two years only, this Act, generally
referred to as the “Squatting Act”, was hated by the settlers
who were taxed for the maintenance of the Border Police.

Amongst other provisions, authority was given for the pro-
claiming of border districts adjacent to and beyond the limits
allotted for location, for the appointment of a commissioner,
being a justice of the peace, in each border district, and for a
Border Police Force, under the orders of and attached to the
commissioner, in each border district. The commissioner,
apart from powers conferred in relation to the occupation of
crown lands, was required to keep the peace in his district, to
protect the lives, property, rights, and privileges of all
persons, and to maintain order and regularity amongst them.

Apart from existing deficiencies in the law, which were not
remedied in the Act, the Border Police Force of each com-
missioner was incapable of keeping the peace between settler
and Aborigine. Composed until October 1844 largely of
military convicts, often each force was short of replacements.
In the Darling Downs district, rarely more than three active
troopers and one dismounted trooper were employed in
looking after the station. Much of the troopers’ time was
spent in performing duties relating to the occupation of
crown lands and to the commissioner’s functions as a
magistrate; collecting returns from settlers, serving assessment
notices, serving summonses and executing warrants for
alleged offences against the law generally, and escorting
prisoners to centres of trial or places of imprisonment. Little
time was left for patrolling the large area of the district to
keep the peace between settlers and Aborigines. Even then, in
practice, protection of the settler was the main objective.
Commissioner Rolleston of the Darling Downs district
reported that his force had been barely able to afford pro-
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tection to the stations within the limits of his district — limits
embracing an extent in length from north to south of nearly
two hundred miles and in breadth an average of fifty miles.”

Generally, from the squatters’ viewpoint the Border Police
Force was inefficient. Most witnesses before the Select Com-
mittee of the New South Wales Legislative Council, sitting in
1844 on the Crown Land Grievances, stated this. Members of
the Border Police were accused of being ill-conducted,
drunken, and disorderly.®

However, R. Vernon Dalhunty, an extensive proprietor of
sheep beyond the boundaries with experience of the Border
Police, considered. that the police, although composed of bad
materials, by their presence produced a good effect by
keeping off the blacks and by preventing the harbouring of
disorderly fellows and runaways. He knew there was a
prejudice against the members of the force but he believed it
principally arose from their being convicts and the. general
feeling that they should not be placed in a situation of trust.’
There were several other witnesses who shared the opinion
that the force beyond the boundaries performed its duties
“better than the public could reasonably expect”. The com-
missioners in charge of the divisions of the Border Police
generally performed their duties conscientiously and as well
as the law and circumstances allowed.

The Border Police Force, established by the hated ‘““‘Squat-
ting Act” of 1839, in fact was a pawn in the struggle between
the solid masses of the squatters and Gipps over the land
question, a struggle which ended in Stanley’s despatch of
March 1845 announcing that the governor could come home
with the full approbation of the government. However Gipps
continued his fight against the pastoralists’ demands. Shortly
after opening the séssion of the Legislative Council in 1846,
Gipps, on 15 May, presented a bill to continue the Squatting
Act of 1839 for one year. On 4 June the bill was rejected, all
of the representative. members present voting against it.

On 20 June 1846, each commissioner was directed by a
confidential circular from the colonial secretary’s office to
discharge such men from the Border Police as were in receipt
of pay from the government: A discretionary power was left
with each commissioner to retain “until further orders” a
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portion of these men, not exceedmg one-half, where any
collision “had lately taken place or mjght be apprehended
between the white population and the Aborigines”. On the
subject of Aborigines, the commissioners were reminded of
the “anxious solicitude which is felt for their protection by
Her Majesty’s Government and Parliament”.'® ~

In Queensland before " separation, Patrick Leslie and
assigned convict Peter Duff Murphy pioneered pastoral settle-
ment on the Darling Downs early in 1840, thirteen years
after Cunningham had discovered the region. Other squatters
pressed hard on Leslie’s heels. For some eighteen months
afterwards, access to the ‘“Downs” from the immediate
seaboard remained forbidden without official permission.
The convict settlement at Moreton Bay, formed towards the
end of 1824, still existed. Other settlement within fifty miles
of Brisbane Town was prohibited. By a proclamation dated
10 February 1842, the district of Moreton Bay was dis-
continued as a penal settlement and opened to free settlers.
Squatters immediately moved into the Brisbane Valley within
the former fifty miles limit. Despite the financial crises and
bad seasons in New South Wales during the years 1841 to
1844, pastoral activities in these northern areas continued.
To the north of Moreton Bay and the Darling Downs
stretched unknown areas — a lure to squatters and explorers.
In the Wide Bay area, Tiaro station was established late in
1842. Shortly afterwards, Henry Stuart Russell with William
Orton and Jemmy, an Aborigine from the Severn, discovered
the Stuart River and what they thought were the upper
waters of the Boyne.!! Russell and W. H. Glover afterwards
established Burrandowan station on the former’s Boyne
River.

In 1844, explorer Leichhardt and his party left Jimbour on
the Darling Downs on a successful overland expedition to
Port Essington, north Australia. Early on this journey, he
travelled downstream along the banks of the Dawson River.

Westwards of the Darling Downs, in 1846, Colonial
Surveyor General Sir Thomas Mitchell and party travelled
upstream along the banks of the Balonne River. Northwards,
Mitchell named Mount Abundance and the country surround-
ing that peak. FitzRoy Downs in honour of the governor of
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New South Wales.

Squatters quickly followed into those areas and new
contacts between settlers and Aborigines were made con-
tinually. During the period 1842 to 1848, following the
extension of settlement, five districts were proclaimed in the
territory of what is now Queensland: Moreton Bay, Darling
Downs, Maranoa, Burnett, and Wide Bay respectively.

Until 30 June 1846, a Border Police Force served in the
districts of Moreton Bay and Darling Downs under com-
missioners Dr. Stephen Simpson and Christopher Rolleston.
These two districts proclaimed under the Squatting Act were
then the most northerly districts of the colony of New South
Wales.

In the Moreton Bay district Aboriginal attacks directed
against carriers and oxen-hauled supply drays toiling up the
eastern slopes of the Dividing Range caused Simpson to make
representations in 1843 for the establishment of a military
post at the foot of the range. Drays were escorted over that
part of the road for more than two years. While in charge of
the Border Police, Simpson experienced at least one case of
the death of an Aborigine by poisoning. He collected
evidence against a prisoner of the crown employed as a
chandler at a boiling-down establishment near Ipswich, but
the prisoner was not brought to trial owing to the death
meanwhile of the doctor who had analyzed the contents of
the stomach of the deceased Aborigine.'?

The Moreton Bay district, being interspersed by scrub-clad
mountains, was exposed to depredations by Aborigines. At
the end of 1845, Simpson in his report on the Aborigines in
his district stated: ‘“‘they are no longer at open warfare with
the squatters, rushing off mobs of cattle and carrying off
whole flocks of sheep, but they have adopted a system of
pilfering which no foresight can prevent. even in the
vicinity of Brisbane.” Simpson referred to the carrying off
from his own station (at Woogaroo) of not less than seven
tons of sweet potatoes in a few weeks and added: ‘““Some of
the better disposed give the names of the marauders, but in
the present state of the law nothing can be done with them
upon such evidence.”!? Simpson also reported that, besides
some serious assaults, three men had been killed by
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Aborigines during 1845. For the six months previous to the
disbanding of his Border Police, Simpson reported that the
Aborigines had been very troublesome to the cattle stations
— the cattle being dispersed because of the drought — and
many cattle had been speared.

In the Darling Downs district Rolleston, on receiving
notice of the disbanding of the Border Police, reported that
“only one out of the numerous tribes frequenting the district
is in the slightest degree to be depended upon”. Although the
Aborigines had caused loss to life and property, he was con-
vinced that the presence of the Border Police in and
perambulations round the district had had a great effect in
checking their aggressions and maintaining the friendly
relations which it had been his chief object to re-establish
between the two races. Rolleston referred to the indefinite
limits of the northern and western quarters of his district,
which were exposed to the aggressions of the numerous and
warlike tribes occupying the dense scrubs along the banks of
the river Condamine and its tributaries. In that neigh-
bourhood, he stated, new runs were every day being explored
and occupied, and collisions must be expected to occur. In
the absence of all police protection, these could produce
serious Josses of life and property.! *

After the disbanding of the Border Police in 1846, the
policing of the districts of Moreton Bay and Darling Downs,
as well as of districts later proclaimed, was left to small
groups of constabulary. Each group was attached to a court
of petty sessions. Proclamations of places for the holding of
these courts were made as the area of pastoral settlement
expanded. The commissioners of crown lands, as such, had
the policing of the occupation of crown lands to attend to,
and the few troopers retained by them, although sworn in as
constables, were actually employed to assist in their work as
well as to provide for their own protection. The duties of
commissioners, as magistrates, did not differ from those of
the few squatters who were appointed to the commission of
the peace. The keeping of the peace between settler and
Aborigine was virtually left to the parties themselves.

Records of most of the occasions when settlers took the
law into their own hands in “‘teaching a lesson” to Aboriginal
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marauders by shooting and even poisoning, have perished
with the participants and witnesses. However some records of
these incidents still remain. In the Moreton Bay district up to
1853, one hundred and seventy-four white men were killed
by Aborlgmes15 Captain John Coley who had arrived at
Brisbane at the latter end of 1842, when giving evidence
before the 1861 Queensland Select Committee, referred to
those early murders of whites: “the blacks were severely
chastised on account of these murders. For want of Police
protection, the settlers had to protect themselves, and their
retaliation, by shooting, was very severe.””! ©

Evidence was given before the 1861 Queensland Select
Committee that on the Macintyre River runs were abandoned
by squatters after loss of life and property caused by
Aboriginal action. Sixteen white men had been killed on the
area later called Callandoon. About 1846, these abandoned
areas were again occupied by squatters. Again-station hands
were killed and heavy losses of cattle occurred: as a result of
Aboriginal resistance.! 7 \

John Ker Wilson, who in 1846 or 1847 arrlved on the
Macintyre to take charge of cattle stations, recalled counting
eighty carcasses of cattle in one morning on the Callandoon
run; ‘“blacks’ dogs were all about the place and spears sticking
up in the carcasses; some of the heads were cut off and stuck
up on sticks; other cattle were disabled, some hamstringed
and let go” Wilson stated that the Aborigines would take
what beef they wanted, but generally they would cut a little
hole in the flank and take out the kidney fat. Wilson added:
“We were not able to protect ourselves, being shorthanded
and often scant of provisions; and also in those days very
poor and unable to form large establishments”. After
Callandoon was taken up, Wilson said, “many settlers came
up and lived on the stations and were much more vigorous in
protecting themselves against the blacks (although) it was
made a rule never to touch any of the gins” The early
attempts at squatting in the Callandoon area were frustrated
by Aboriginal action. Wilson considered that many of the
difficulties which had taken place with the Aborigines were
largely owing to the fact that stations were weakly manned
and the men were generally frightened. Wilson quoted two or
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three men living together at a station, not being strong
enough to go out and fight the blacks, popping a gun through
the slabs of the hut and firing upon Aborigines, “perhaps
killing a blackfellow”. At other times they would put poison
in a damper and give it to the blacks. He said: “When these
men — hutkeepers and ‘others about the station — got
alarmed, they frequently shot at a blackfellow, or quietly
gave him a dose of poison, and the blacks took revenge for it,
not always killing the same man but by taking the life of
some white man.””!8

Jacob Lowe, another squatter in those years on the
Macintyre, found on one occasion seventy-five carcasses of
his cattle, three weeks after turning the herd out. The
remainder of the herd was dispersed and he never knew his
exact losses. The Aborigines had only taken the tongues and
the fat from the cattle killed. Lowe and his party followed
the blacks on that occasion and ‘“‘punished them for this
slaughter”. He said the natives had been “shot in battle in
short”. Lowe considered the cattle had been destroyed, not
for the purpose of food, but to frighten the settlers to drive
them away out of the district: “The hearts of two Hereford
heifers who had very rich coloured coats, were stuck on two
poles, facing each other, as'if gateway posts.” Lowe had
heard from his neighbours of Aborigines coming to their hut
with the kidney fat of a slaughtered bullock stuck on a spear.
The natives had called to the people that they (the
Aborigines) would give a share of what they had helped
themselves to, that they were not greedy like the whites.'®

Shortly before the proclamation in November 1848, under
the imperial Act of 1846 (9 & 10 Vic. c. 104), of the three
commissioners’ districts of Maranoa, Burnett, and Wide Bay,
reports by commissioners and others from the northern
districts of depredations by Aborigines and rumoured
reprisals by settlers had induced Governor FitzRoy to raise a
Native Police Force for service in the northern unsettled
districts.

It had long been customary in the colony to resort to the
assistance of Aborigines in tracking offenders against the law
— bushrangers as they were commonly called. For some years
Governor Gipps had endeavoured to attach two or three
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Aboriginal natives to each party of Border Police, as well as
to the more regular force of ‘“Mounted Police” stationed

“within the boundaries”.2°

The first experiment of a Native Police was tried in 1837.
It appears to have been introduced upon the suggestion of
Captain Maconochie, in a letter addressed by him to Sir
Richard Bourke on 10 June 1837. Captain Maconochie also
appears to have addressed a letter to the secretary of state,
Lord Glenelg, on the same subject, and an extract of this
letter was transmitted to the colonial government.

About the same time, Captain Lonsdale, then police
magistrate at Melbourne, suggested the employment of the
natives in this way, and he received authority to engage
Christian L. J. De Villiers, who had had some experience with
the native Hottentot police at the Cape of Good Hope, at a
salary of £100 a year, and an assistant at £40 a year. How-
ever, in consequence of some difficulty with missionary
Langhorne, the matter was given up. In 1838, an attempt was
again made. De Villiers was re-engaged but shortly after
resigned. In 1839, authority was given to form a Native
Police,.- but the experiment failed from various causes. In
1842, the attempt to form a Native Police was again made
under the superintendence of C. J. La Trobe and direction of
H. E. Pultney Dana, an Englishman, by whom the experiment
was satisfactorily conducted.?! .

- The establishment of the “Native Police”, distinct from
either the Mounted or the Border Police, first appeared on
the Port Phillip estimates for the year 1843, when the sum of
£2,675 bs. 0d. was voted to support it. This annual cost
remained about the same in each yearly estimate up to 1848.
Port Phillip was regarded as a settled district. In 1844, the
Select Committee on Crown Land Grievances had reported
that in the district of Port Phillip, where alone this kind of
police had been tried, they had been found useful. However
the committee saw no reason to believe that the Aborigines
could be used generally as an independent force, “though
probably some advantage may be obtained by attaching a few

of them to European Police, as is now done with the

Mounted Corps”.2?

Replying to a circular letter from that select committee,
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Captain John Clements Wickham, police magistrate, Moreton
Bay, had questioned the policy of arming a number of natives
“when it was well known that the natives of one tribe would
destroy those of another, upon the slightest provocation”.
Wickham stated that he thought, with respect to a Native
Police, there would always be much uncertainty attending
such a force — ‘‘the natural fondness of the native for a bush
life would induce him to leave any- employment for the sake
of joining his tribe at certain seasons of the year (there were
instances of such in this District); if taken away from their
own districts more reliance might be placed in them, but at
best they were scarcely to be trusted””.23 It is interesting to
note that in 1856 Wickham assumed control of the Native
Police Force in the northern districts.

In 1848 Governor FitzRoy had reason to believe that the
establishment of the Native Police Force in the northerm
districts would not only have the effect of checking the
collisions between the white inhabitants and the Aborigines
“which in some instances have had very deplorable results”,
but he was “also sanguine in the hope that it may prove one
of the most efficient means of attempting to introduce more
civilized habits among the native tribes”.2 4

No measure of law was enacted nor any official policy
declared to determine the functions of the force or its duties
and obligations. On 17 August 1848, the appointment of
Frederick Walker, Esquire to be commandant of the Corps of
Native Police to be employed beyond the settled districts, in
the Sydney district, was notified in the Government
Gazette.?®> The words “in the Sydney district” appear to
have been used to distinguish the corps from the Native
Police first established in the Port Phillip district.? ®

Although the first detachment of the corps was recruited
in the latter months of 1848, it was not until 1849 that
FitzRoy transmitted to the Legislative Council an estimate
amounting to £1,000 for the formation of a small Corps of
Native Police beyond the settled districts. Before the com-
mencement of that financial year the corps was actively
employed. The instrument of “native administration” in the
colony for years ahead had been shaped with little official
announcement and without public opposition. However it
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appears that the formation of the corps was quickly known
on the northern frontier. On 30 November 1848, Com-
missioner Rolleston of the Darling Downs district wrote from
his headquarters at Cambooya reporting ‘“the murder of five
white men by blacks on the Lower Condamine” and asking
that a party of Native Police be stationed in that neigh-
bourhood “for the natural protection of blacks and
whites””.27 Walker and his recruited native troopers at that
time were making final preparations to leave the Murray
River district for the Macintyre country.
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First Use of the
New Corps

Frederick Walker was about twenty-eight years of age! when
appointed commandant of the Corps of Native Police to be
employed beyond the settled districts. He had been a clerk of
petty sessions in the colony, his first appointment being at
Tumut on 5 January 1847.2 Walker and his brother had
migrated to Australia from England. In 1854 his mother and
sister lived at Dawlish, Devonshire.3

He had held, also, the position of station superintendent or
manager for an absent squatter.* While resident in the south-
western districts he became very familiar with the Aborigines
in those areas.’

A recommendation, oral or by letter of introduction from
a friend of rank or influence, was an important qualification
for appointment to the colonial service. Walker’s appoint-
ment was no exception. A former employer, William Charles
Wentworth, and Augustus Morris, member of the Legislative
Council, were personal friends of his in Sydney.® During
most of his commandantship, Walker was strongly supported
by members of the colony’s council. Ten years after his
appointment as commandant, it was acknowledged that
Walker understood the Aboriginal character and what was
necessary to make Aborigines act as a force, and that he was
a good bushman. This was maintained by Alfred Brown of
Gin Gin station and others before the 1858 Select Com-
mittee.” John Watts in his “Personal Reminiscences 1901”
described Walker as a first-class man for the appointment.®

Walker, who resided at Wagga Wagga after leaving Tumut,
recruited his force of fourteen from four different tribes,
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each speaking a different language,” in the Murrumbidgee,
Murray, and Edward Rivers area where he was known to the
Aborigines.! ® Troopers were recruited at first under an agree-
ment of employment which was later dispensed with.!!
Some who regarded the Aborigines as stupid and careless
thought he never could get his troop into ‘“good working
order”.!? Within four months of his appointment as
commandant, on 6 December 1848, Walker and his small
force of fourteen Native Police started for the Macintyre
River.! > His journey up the Darling was accomplished under
some hardships.!4

Meanwhile, requests for police protection for settlers on
the western areas of the Darling Downs were addressed to
Sydney. Rolleston’s request for the stationing of a party of
Native Police in the neighbourhood of the lower Condamine
was referred by his chief commissioner to the colonial
secretary on 2 February 1849. As Walker and his force were
then proceeding northwards, the purpose behind the follow-
ing note by the governor on the correspondence is obscure:
“There are no funds at present at the disposal of the Govern-
ment. to defray the expense of the protection applied for, but
the subject can be taken into consideration when the
estimates for the next Sessions are in course of prepara-
tion.”’ > An expenditure must have been incurred in the
recruitment of the force and the provision of horses and
equipment. Whether the vote from which those monies were
taken was by then ended or whether the destination of
Walker’s force was being withheld from the public are
questions now unanswerable.

Rolleston’s request had been followed by his further
report that the station of Captain J. G: Barney, Kogan Creek,
had been attacked by Aborigines, one of the shepherds killed,
and all Barney’s sheep driven off.! ¢ Early in 1849, settlers in
the western areas of the Darling Downs had forwarded to the
governor a petition for police protection.!?

Walker arrived on the Macintyre River on 10 May 1849.!8
The mode of operation of his force was first disclosed close
to the camp of William Butler Tooth. Walker there found
Aborigines killing Tooth’s cattle and a fight ensued. Before
the 1858 Select Committee Tooth said: “The blacks were so
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completely put down on that occasion and terrified at the
power of the Police, that they never committed any more
depredations near there. The place was quiet at once, and
property became fifty per cent more valuable.” Tooth went
on: ‘“Larnach sold the station at a sacrifice, as the blacks had
been very troublesome. Scarcely a man would go into the
district for double the wages paid anywhere else and no
woman would go near it at all. The hutkeepers would not
venture to go down to a waterhole without being armed with
gun or pistol. In three months after the police came, the
district was so quiet a man could walk about anywhere.”!?®

John Watts recalled Walker and his force, including
Corporal Harry, coming up the Severn during Watts’s last visit
there. A few days before Walker’s arrival, the only carrier
then on the road in the district, who went by the name of
“The Smiler”, arrived at Beeboo station with supplies on his
drays for the Macintyre. The Smiler had been told by his
black boy of the intention of the natives to attack him at his
usual camping place about ten miles down the river where the
scrub came down to a point on the bank. The Smiler waited
at Beeboo for the arrival of the Native Police, hoping they
would escort him past that camping place to where the
country was more open. Walker, on arriving, told Smiler to
~camp as usual on his old camping ground and to place his
drays as close to the river bank as he could, pulling down the
tarpaulins round his drays but leaving the ends next to the
river open, and to turn out his bullocks. Walker said he would
be there as soon as the Smiler had camped. Walker and his
police, leaving their horses about a quarter of a mile up the
river, crept along the river close under its banks which by
flood action were at least three feet high, and got under the
drays. A short time. afterwards two Aborigines came out of
the scrub and asked the Smiler to give them tobacco. The
Smiler took a fig out of his pocket and was breaking off a
piece for each when one said, “Bale [no] break ’em, we want
‘em all, and suppose you bale give it me take ‘em altogether,
dray and bullocks.” On the Smiler’s refusal, the Aborigine
gave a cooey, and a large tribe dressed in ‘“‘war paint’’ came
out of the scrub. Watts stated that the police discharged their
guns and the natives immediately retreated inside the scrub
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where formerly they were safe as no white man dared follow.
However, the Native Police immediately followed the
Aborigines and, in the words of Watts, “the number they
killed no one but their commander and themselves ever
knew.”?° | .
Walker left part of his force on the Macintyre under the
orders of Augustus Morris, J.P. and grazier of Callandoon,
and proceeded with ten troopers for the Condamine where he
arrived on 24 June 1849.2! He found the Condamine
country disturbed. Several stations had been abandoned,
twelve white men murdered, and a considerable number of
cattle and sheep lost. The station of John Dangar, Wallann
Creek, had been attacked by Aborigines and the store robbed
and burnt and the hutkeeper killed. An attempt by combined
FitzZRoy Downs, Dawson, and Condamine tribes, numbering
about one hundred and fifty, to again attack this station
resulted in two “collisions’ with the Native Police. The word
“collision” meant a fight in which superior police arms
always produced the same result: a number of Aborigines
killed and the rest scattered. Walker reported: “on the first
occasion, the FitzRoy Downs tribes (who had killed seven
men of MacPherson’s on Mount Abundance, a shepherd of
Blyth’s besides spearing Blyth himself, and two men of
Hughes) suffered so severely that they returned to their own
country, a distance of eighty miles”. He also reported that on
the second occasion, he had proceeded in pursuit of some
natives on the Tannin, near Dangars, among whom were some
sworn, by the survivor on Charley’s Creek of Edwards’s three
men, as the murderers of the other two. Walker’s troop
cleared these natives from the scrubs from which they had
issued to commit their outrages. Some of the pursued fled
across country towards the Boyne and some towards
Drayton. Having replaced Blyth, Chauvel, and Ewer on their
stations “and re-established confidence amongst the settlers”,
Walker returned to the Macintyre.??2

Meanwhile, Augustus Morris, under whose orders as a
justice of the peace Walker had left part of his force, had
been happy with the presence of the Native Police detach-
ment. Morris wrote to Walker on 18 October 1849 that the
Native Police had conducted themselves in a highly satis-
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factory manner. Morris had accompanied the detachment to
meet and escort the drays carrying the police clothing and
ammunition. He had found the road down the Severn was
not looked upon with the same dread as it had been before
the arrival of the Native Police. Formerly, he wrote, few
could leave their abodes without being fully armed, but arms
had been totally neglected since the arrival of the police.??

The punitive measures taken by Walker when introducing
his force to the Macintyre and Condamine areas were general-
ly approved. However, on 8 August 1849 the colonial
secretary wrote to Walker cautioning him not to commit acts
of aggressive warfare against the Aborigines and pointing out
that the command of the Native Police Force had been
entrusted to him for the maintenance of peace and not for
the purpose of carrying war into the Aborigine’s country.?*
Walker replied that he had only acted when he held warrants
for the apprehension of sundry Aborigines accused of murder
and overtaking them he had found them in the act of com-
mitting felony. The murderers against whom the warrants
were issued had been aided and abetted by a large number of
other Aborigines and in attempting to apprehend those
subject to the warrants he was obliged to engage the whole
party or retire. Had he retired the contingencies would be
impossible to foresee. As a result of his action, Walker
claimed that the number of Aborigines anxious to show
themselves as friendly was three times the number it was
previously.? 3

However, similar action taken in the past by local squatters
themselves had been endorsed by the colonial administration.
Even from remote Yass, Macdonald wrote to Walker on 4
August 1849: “I was exceedingly delighted to see by the
papers that you and your little band are getting on so well.
You must indeed have been very useful when it appears you
were called upon by the inhabitants of the district to remain
there to protect them. I also noticed an account of your
skirmishing with the natives and your bravery on the
occasions. So far as your own bravery went, I never had two
opinions on the subject.”?®

Aboriginal resistance to the settler’s invasion of those areas
was weakened. Although depredations continued for some

32



First Use of the New Corps

time, never again were stations abandoned on the Macintyre
and Condamine as a result of Aboriginal action. Aborigines
knew there was a force employed there to hold them in
check. The scrubs would never be the places of refuge as
previously. This information would be passed on in due time
to neighbouring tribes. Reprisals by the squatters in those
areas were almost ended. Morris wrote to Walker: “The en-
forcement of peace and order was altogether left to the
Force.””?7 Settlers were also avoiding Aboriginal revenge for
the actions of the Native Police.

Towards the end of 1849, Walker submitted his proposals
for the operations of the Native Police Force in the
immediate future to the colonial secretary.?® Callandoon,
with which there was then no postal communication, was to
be his headquarters.2® There it would be sufficient to leave a
sergeant and ten men to act under the direction of the local
magistrates during his absence. This was the only occasion
that Walker allowed magistrates (apart from Land Com-
missioner Halloran of Wide Bay) to control Native Police.
One officer, with twelve troopers, was to establish himself on
the border of the Wide Bay and Burnett districts. Another
officer, with ten troopers, was to take charge of the lower
Condamine and the Maranoa district. These two forces were
to meet occasionally on the Dawson. Twelve troopers under
Walker’s own charge were to form a force which could be
sent to any part of the colony where it was needed.?® These
proposals envisaged a corps, under Walker, of two officers,
one sergeant, and forty-four toopers for which a further
recruitment was necessary. (On 13 October 1848 William
James had been appointed a sergeant of Native Police but did
not commence those duties.3! On 22 January 1849, the
colonial secretary wrote to Walker regarding the appointment
of a sergeant and later, when on the Macintyre River, Walker
replied that it was not his intention to select a sergeant until
January 1850. Walker then thought persons likely to apply
were so dissatisfied and idle as to be unfit for the arduous
duty which the Native Police would have to perform within
the next twelve months.)32

Walker was elated with the conduct of his troopers. “I am
convinced”, he wrote, “that if properly officered by white
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persons, the natives of this colony would make as good
troops as the native troops of India. I know that as long as
their officers stood, none of the native police would stir.”33
When submitting this plan, Walker earnestly requested that
no portion of his force be sent to the Macleay, Richmond, or
Clarence River districts “for the present”. Walker considered
the emergency was greater in the distant out-settlements.

The two officers and the sergeant referred to by Walker
were appointed soon after his plan was written. On 5 January
1850, Richard Purvis Marshall and George Fulford were
appointed to be lieutenants, 1st Division and 2nd Division
respectively, of the Native Police.>* Witnesses before select
committees maintained that both lieutenants were efficient
officers. On 7 January 1850, Thomas Whitmill was appointed
sergeant major of the Native Police.35

At Callandoon, Walker found that stock owners in the
most northerly districts of the colony, Burnett and Wide Bay,
as well as stock owners in the Maranoa and Darling Downs
districts were all asking for the immediate presence in their
localities of the Native Police. Sixteen stockholders in the
Burnett and Wide Bay districts had complained of cattle
destroyed and dispersed and sheep driven off runs. One man
had been murdered on the station of Richard Jones
(Mondure) and another on Murray’s station (Wulooga). On
the high road between the Burnett and Brisbane districts men
travelling had been attacked and sheep and working bullocks
speared. In attempting to rescue portion of the stock driven
from Freill’s run “two gentlemen were speared and a horse
killed”.3¢

Commissioner of Crown Lands Bidwill of the Wide Bay
district had made a lengthy report to his chief commissioner
on 16 October 1849 of the aggressions there by
Aborigines.®” Bidwill’s station had even been attacked and
Bidwill with his six men — three troopers and three in his
private employ — were forced to retire to his Buildings to
protect the women and children of his workmen. In the
Maranoa district, Allan McPherson at Mount Abundance had
written to Commissioner of Crown Lands Durbin at Surat,
referring to eight white men killed by Aborigines in that area
during the previous nine months and sheep and cattle lost.

34



First Use of the New Corps

McPherson was “disposed to believe that some astringent
measure is absolutely necessary to prevent the total abandon-
‘ment of the Maranoa district from its northern to its
southern limits”.?® Durbin, a fortnight later, reported that
while encamped at Hall’s station, Balonne River, Aborigines
drove off and, he feared, destroged five working bullocks, the
property of the government.”? Walker’s force was not
sufficient in number to attend to these complaints over such
a vast area.

Marshall, upon his appointment, was ordered by Walker to
remain, with ten troopers, on the Macintyre and
Condamine.*® Walker left for the south to recruit a second
time on the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan. Although Marshall
served for six years with Walker, Marshall did not think he
spent as many as six weeks with him.*! On 3 March 1850,
Walker was at Deniliquin. Already he had fifteen of the
thirty-two authorized for the additional force and was
waiting for the arrival of arms, clothing, and saddlery before
starting down the Murray. The delay in receiving the
accoutrements and clothing, Walker feared, would defer his
arrival back on the Macintyre from June to July and in the
meantime, he reported to the colonial secretary, ‘“‘a great deal
of damage would probably be done to settlers in the Wide
Bay and Burnett districts”.%? Walker was still at Deniliquin
awaiting his accoutrements and clothing on 4 April 1850. He
had found it impossible to manage twelve police horses
without assistance and had hired a man, at ten shillings a
horse, to “back them before the native troopers mount”.%3
The horses had frequently broken out of the yard, three of
them were missing, and he had found it necessary to keep on
two men who accompanied him from Sydney to look after
the horses at ten shillings per week and the usual ration until
he was ready to start for Callandoon.

" Fulford had been appointed to the force but had to
journey down the Darling to join Walker. Fulford on 4 April
had travelled nine hundred miles and his horses were tired; he
was eighty miles from Deniliquin.** On 6 May 1850, Walker
had received the accoutrements and clothing. Walker started
his thirty-two recruits for Callandoon on 13 June under the
command of Fulford.?® Walker went back searching for the
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stray horses which he recovered. The roads were heavy but he
expected to average ten miles a day and hoped to reach
Callandoon about 15 September. On the way up the Darling,
Walker found that the Aborigines had been committing
“great depredations”.*® He held an enquiry, in conjunction
with Frederick Gardiner, J.P., into an assault on a shepherd,
Theophilus Jones. A large number of Aborigines had
surrounded Jones, “tied him down, gagged and blindfolded
him, and then bled him in the neck and sucked his blood to
such an extent that the man was sensless for a considerable
time”. Being anxious to reach his destination and not
wanting to fatigue the horses, Walker had succeeded only in
apprehending four, ‘“all accused of sheep stealing and of
severely beating another shepherd”. Walker, allegedly exercis-
ing his magisterial powers, found the charge not sufficiently
borne out against two and released them. Another Aborigine
escaped by slipping the handcuffs at night ‘“off his ankles”.
The remaining native Walker took with him, although he did
not think any good would arise “from putting the Colony to
the expense of prosecuting him, but he is too mischievous to
be left behind”.47

During Walker’s absence from Callandoon, despite requests
for Native Police assistance elsewhere, Marshall with his ten
troopers had remained on the Macintyre and Condamine as
ordered by Walker. Depredatory action by Aborigines
continued throughout those regions, causing demands for the
services of Marshall’s detachment.

In January 1850, shortly after Marshall’s commencement
of duty in the corps, two troopers of his detachment, Logan
and Yorky, shot an Aboriginal prisoner called ‘“Nobody” —
accused on oath of murdering Edward Bevilly — who was
attempting to escape. The enquiry into the prisoner’s death
later held by Walker revealed that Thomas Young of
Callandoon saw the two Native Police start with the prisoner.
Six hours later the troopers returned. They stated that their
prisoner twice had attempted to escape and on the third
attempt they shot him, as he would have escaped into the
scrub. Marshall and Young accompanied ‘the police to the
spot where the body of the prisoner was found about eight
miles from Callandoon, four hundred yards off the road and
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close to scrub too thick for a horseman to pursue a man on
foot. The police showed Marshall and Young the places
where the prisoner twice had attempted to escape and where
he nearly had pulled trooper Yorky off his horse. Dugald
William Campbell, postmaster of Callandoon, deposed he was
present when Marshall started two troopers in charge of
Nobody for Warialda. Marshall told Nobody that if he
attempted to escape he would be shot. Nobody was also so
warned by Aborigines belonging to the neighbourhood of
Callandoon, who then were also present. Walker, when
forwarding the depositions, stated that he had implicit
confidence in trooper Logan’s report as he had known Logan
for six years and had never known him to tell a falsehood.?3

During February 1850, requests for police protection were
addressed to Marshall by stock owners on the lower Conda-
mine.*? There cattle were being speared and dispersed. On
Wallann, John Ferrett’s men were intimidated and it was only
with the expectation of police protection that Ferrett could
induce them to remain on the station. The numbers of
Aborigines were increasing as they returned from the Bunya
season.’® J. A. Blyth on Tieryboo was momentarily expect-
ing an attack on some of his flocks and was afraid that some
of his men would lose their lives. He had heard from two men
lately arrived from Ferrett’s station that Ferrett had been
forced “to go out after the Aboriginals”.5!

Marshall arrived at Wallann on the lower Condamine at the
beginning of March. Ferrett and James Bennett accompanied
Marshall out on to the run. The tracks of those who had been
spearing cattle were found and followed. After three days’
pursuit, the Aborigines were overtaken at camp. Some ran
while others resisted Marshall’s endeavours to apprehend
them. The police party fired and some Aborigines fell,
although it appears that the number killed was not counted
for official purposes. In the camp were found several articles
taken from Wallann station when it was burned down and a
hutkeeper killed during April 1849. Among the Aborigines
killed were two who had been present on that occasion. A
magisterial enquiry was held into the deaths of these
Aborigines by Commissioner of Crown Lands Roderick
Mitchell on 14 March 1850.°2 Walker, when writing to the
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colonial secretary on 9 November 1850, pointed out that in
respect of this collision on the Condamine warrants had been
issued for the apprehension of twenty Aborigines and, as the
police were resisted, he could not see how they could avoid
using their arms. Such collisions invariably took place in
dense scrubs. Walker was not astonished that these men,
knowing themselves guilty and backed up by other
Aborigines, should prefer resistance to surrender.’ 3

On the return of Marshall to the Macintyre shortly after-
wards, Aborigines again speared and dispersed cattle on the
lower Condamine. Blyth, whose flocks had been so reduced
as to require replacement, left Tieryboo to obtain more stock
in the southern districts. His departure encouraged further
stock killings on the lower Condamine and further appeals
from that region for police assistance were made in June and
July.>* On 10 June 1850, a shepherd named James McKirk
was killed and twenty-five sheep of his flock stolen on John
McMillan’s station on the Weir River. When McKirk’s body
was found, his flint lock musket and all his clothing, save his
boots and trousers pulled down as far as his boots, were
missing.’>®> Ten miles below McMillan’s, on John McGeachie’s
station Retreat on the Weir River and also on John and James
Howe’s station Merriwa on the Severn river, stock were being
speared by Aborigines apparently led by one called
“MiCkCY”.S 6

About the middle of July, Marshall, at the request for his
assistance from brothers Robert Ker Wilson and John Wilson,
visited Booranga where cattle were being killed. Accom-
panied by R. K. Wilson, the Native Police detachment
followed tracks leading from a beast killed the night previous-
ly. After two days a deserted Aborigines’ camp was found. In
it were the remains of beef and a large quantity of heavy
cattle spears which the police broke. An Aborigine called
Talbot was met coming to the camp. On seeing the police he
ran and was pursued for about a mile. Marshall and the
Native Police frequently called upon Talbot to stop and
surrender. When overtaken, Talbot threw a tomahawk at
trooper Willy who fired but “without effect”. Talbot then
threw a piece of wood at Marshall. If it had struck Marshall it
would have knocked him off his horse. Trooper Edgar then
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fired, killing Talbot. R. K. Wilson deposed to this at a
magisterial enquiry held at Goondiwindi station by Walker on
11 November 1850.%7

Mickey’s leadership of tribesmen of the Severn was of
short duration. About 8 August 1850, Marshall with his
detachment and accompanied by Rowland Yeomans, when
pursuing stock killers on the latter’s station Boganbilla,
overtook Aborigines at a lagoon called ‘“Copranoranbilla”.
Marshall gave orders to his troopers not to fire unless they
were forced to do so in their own defence. He then divided
his detachment so that a portion could proceed along each
side of the lagoon. Troopers Tommy Hindmarsh, Harry, and
Yorky were seen by Yeomans from the opposite side to over-
take Mickey who raised his spear at the three troopers. Two
shots were fired and Mickey fell. Yeomans deposed as to this
occurrence at a magisterial enquiry held by Walker at
Goondiwindi station on 11 November 1850.°3

On returning to Callandoon from his recruiting expedition
on the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan, Walker found a number
of requests for assistance from the Native Police awaiting his
attention. During Walker’s absence, Marshall had received a
letter from the bench at Surat, requesting that he be good
enough to move to that neighbourhood a portion of his
force, sufficient in his opinion, to check the continued
hostilities and aggressions of the Aborigines. The writers from
Surat stated that during the previous eighteen months one-
fifth of the white population of the district had been
murdered by Aborigines and some six thousand sheep either
driven away or destroyed.’® Marshall had replied a month
later stating that he had been ordered by Walker to confine
himself with ten troopers to the Macintyre and Condamine
and ‘“being so ordered and the state of the former river being
such, he did not deem it prudent to leave”.6°
- At the commencement of the second half of 1850, some
twenty-five stockholders of the southern portion of the
Burnett district petitioned the governor for the appointment
of a sufficient detachment of Native Police to that area “for
the protection of life and property from the atrocities of the
Aborigines”.6 1 However, on his return to Callandoon Walker
was not in a position immediately to give the assistance

sought. Sickness swept through his troopers.
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The Corps Moves
Out

Walker reported the sickness of his troopers as influenza. At
least two deaths occurred but several who had been in a
dangerous state recovered.! Walker had been notified of the
death of one, Corporal Jack, by letter from Augustus Morris
written on 20 May 1850. Morris, stating that Corporal Jack
had caught a cold which settled on his lungs, had added:
“The poor fellow thought of you in his last minutes, saying
that you would cry for him and be angry at his death. He
entreated the rest never to fight amongst themselves nor to
impute his death to the Blacks about here, for he said he saw
‘Wellington’ in his sleep and that he had caused his death on
account of his gin.”’2 Before the 1856 Select Committee
Lieutenant Nicoll stated that the Aboriginal troopers brought
from the south ‘“‘were very subject to fever and ague which
the nor?’thern troopers [recruited subsequently] did not suffer
from”™.

Meanwhile, despite prevailing sickness, the Native Police
were being trained, horses were rested, and attention was
given by Walker to correspondence. When transmitting to the
colonial secretary a letter concerning a report from Marshall
of his duties during Walker’s absence, Walker raised an im-
portant question: What was the legal position of the Native
Police when Aborigines were killed during a collision with the
force? He wrote that he was troubled over taking measures
illegally and did not know how to act in future. The settlers
had suffered much loss and witnessed the murder of many of
their friends and servants and, having to pay for the support
of a force strong enough for emergencies, naturally expected
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that the outrages of hostile Aborigines would be stopped at
once. They were not satisfied if Walker told them he had no
legal power to act. They stated that an armed body of white
men, under a strong government, would never allow the
fearful depredations and cruelties to go unpunished and if the
law was defective it required attention. Walker was of the
opinion that whatever measures were decided upon to put a
stop to these outrages, they must be put into force at once
and with energy. He said the results of measures taken on the
Macintyre were the stopping of bloodshed, the introduction
of a better class of white servants into districts previously
filled with the most desperate of men, the diminishing of
wages, and the admission of Aborigines into the stations,
assisting them in their search for food. Under the kindly
protection of the Native Police, Walker envisaged the
Aborigines being provided with tobacco, papers, blankets,
and clothing. He had never found the settler niggardly in
supplying these things when the district was peaceable.?

On 26 October 1850, the colonial secretary expressed his
opinion, with the approval of the governor, that in the case
of fatal collisions between the Native Police and Aborigines
enquiry into deaths should be held by the officer in
command of the police as soon as circumstances permitted
and the report furnished to the attorney general as in the case
of a coroner’s inquest.’ He had referred the matter to
Attorney General J.H. Plunkett. In returning these
documents on 9 November 1850, the attorney general stated
that he entirely subscribed to that opinion and, as he might
be called on to consider those proceedings as public prosecu-
tor, he refrained from giving any further opinion. However it
could not be too strongly impressed on Walker and his
officers that they should only fire in extreme cases, when the
necessity of it was clear and obvious, and that even in all such
cases a detailed investigation on oath should take place and
be furnished to the attorney general’s office. It appeared
from the report of Marshall, the attorney general added, that
Marshall must be entirely ignorant of his duty in this
respect.6 -

Walker replied to this opinion on 9 November 1850 point-
ing out that when Marshall was on the Condamine he was not
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sworn in as a magistrate and could take no depositions. When
Marshall could procure a magistrate he did see that the
“enquiry was held. Walker added that Marshall’s report dis-
closed that, although the Aborigines had been fired on no less
than seven times, those occasions, lamentable as they may be,
had taken place in a period of nine months and not in one
tribe or in one district, but with six different tribes and at
places fifty to two hundred miles apart.”

In November 1850, shortly after receiving the opinion of
the attorney general, Walker wrote from Callandoon to the
colonial secretary requesting the further opinion of “that
Gentleman as to what he considers the duty of a Police Force
would be under the circumstances alluded to which are in
fact one of the greatest difficulties I have to contend with”.®
Walker stated that the case was simply this:

A large number of blacks are assembled together armed. Cattle
are killed and the remains found in all their camps; although the
ownership cannot be sworn to positively. Sheep are stolen in large
numbers and men are constantly murdered. No man is identified
as one of the murderers or thieves. The only evidence which can
be obtained is that with my men I can generally (almost always)
track the aggressive party; but this if it implicates anybody would
implicate any blacks who may have joined the party since the
offence.

It is such a case (a case which now exists at Wide Bay and
Burnett) that I would wish to know from the Law Officers of the
Crown how the Police Force under my command can act legally
in order to put a stop to such outrages.

His Excellency the Governor has hitherto left it to my
discretion, which although flattering to me, involves a great
responsibility on the officers which I would like to see
diminished. I in my turn am obliged to leave a great deal to the
discretion of my Officers and I stated in conversation with you in
Sydney their views of discretion might possibly differ from mine.

In the Macintyre country I used my own discretion, and
although the Hon. the Attormey General told me he feared I had
not acted legally throughout, yet the result shows that I was
morally right for I affirm that the County of Cumberland is now
more secure from the aggressions of the aboriginal natives.

A reply was made by the colonial secretary on 3 December
1850. This reply again referred to the need of an enquiry by
the officer in command of the police touching any death
resulting from a collision between the Native Police and
Aborigines.” This correspondence clearly reveals the attitude
of the colonial executive at the time to the frontier conflicts
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in the north. It had established a Native Police Force to
attend to those matters and was not taking any further action
to assist in the solution of the problem.

FitzRoy’s objective of checking the collisions between the
white inhabitants and Aborigines, which had in some
instances ‘“very deplorable results’’, had been achieved on the
Macintyre by a police force of the crown using similar
punitive measures. The Native Police was already recognized
as “a most efficient Corps”. In 1850, a select committee of
the colony’s Legislative Council, appointed “To enquire into
the State of the Police of the Colony” briefly referred to the
Native Police.'® The committee recorded that the almost
unanimous opinion of observers was that the Native Police,
both in the Port Phillip District where first established and in
the Sydney district where more recently introduced, had
proved a most efficient corps. As the fitness of the
Aborigines for the particular duty had been proved beyond
all doubt, the committee suggested that an attempt be made
to attach them to the local police in the several districts
beyond the settled districts. In the first instance, two native
troopers might be assigned to each petty sessions in the
squatting districts. The committee thought whilst this would,
on the one hand, be the means of supplying an efficient and
inexpensive police corps, on the other hand it would extend
the field for the employment of the Aborigines in a way
which held out the most encouraging prospect of their

ultimate civilization.
W. C. Mayne, auditor general and late inspector of police,

stated before the 1856 Select Committee, the duties of the
Native Police were to be confined to the protection of the
white  population on the extreme limits of the frontier
districts. It had been a principle he had always endeavoured
to carry out, and also the view taken by the legislature.! !
However, the heavy burden of responsibility for the
~actions of the Native Police, so far as the executive govern-
ment was concerned, was to be borne by the officers them-
selves. Action to be taken by officers was to be left to
individual discretion. The commandant was to be the chief
scapegoat. The attorney general might be called upon to con-
sider any action of the Native Police in his position as public
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prosecutor and could only counsel firing by the police “in
extreme cases, when the necessity of it was clear and
obvious”. The attorney general had already told Walker,
obviously after the latter’s expeditions on the Macintyre and
Condamine, that he feared Walker had not acted legally
throughout. The executive government was not attempting to
assist in the legal problem then realized by Walker. Innocent
Aborigines were also to suffer and the Native Police them-
selves were without full protection under the existing law.
The executive government’s only direction was that where
deaths of Aborigines occurred in collisions, an enquiry should
be held by the officer in command of the police touching the
deaths as soon as circumstances permitted. The value of such
an enquiry as this, apart from its being a disciplinary
measure, was negligible.

It was not until November 1850 that the Native Police
Force, still at its Callandoon headquarters, was ready to visit
the Burnett and Wide Bay districts from where appeals for its
assistance had been made. Of its then four sections, Walker
reported that the first and third were *“‘in admirable order and
their horses in splendid condition”.!? “It will give you some
idea of the 1st section”, he wrote, “when I state that they
average 5 ft. 10 ins. in height and 11 stone 5 lbs. in weight. I
have not hitherto been able to turn any party out in such a
good state of discipline.”!? In 1858, a number of witnesses
before the select committee on the murders by Aborigines on
the Dawson River stated they had never known the Native
Police Force in such an efficient state as during the early
years of Walker’s command. He had individual knowledge of
his troopers, he was very severe, and saw that he had good
officers. Alfred Brown of Gin Gin station said: “He under-
stood the native character and what was necessary to make
them act as a Force”.!* William Forster, M.P., said: “It
would appear Mr. Walker was extraordinarily familiar with
them”.! S

The first section, under Marshall, left Callandoon on 4
November 1850 for Gayndah and Wide Bay. On Monday, 11
November 1850, Fulford started with the third section for
the Condamine where, it was proposed, he would only delay
for a short time and then proceed to join Marshall on the
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Burnett. The second and fourth sections, in which there had
been: ““a great deal of sickness from Influenza’”, were to
accompany Walker on the “Wootu and perhaps the Moonie”
before returning to Callandoon to start again in the first week
of December 1850 for Wide Bay “taking the Maranoa on the
way”.!® Walker, possibly to favourably impress with his
leadership in any comparison with his lieutenants, often
reported he had retained ‘“‘the backward squad’. On receiving
this report, FitzRoy directed that Commissioner of Crown
Lands Bidwill at Maryborough, Wide Bay, be informed of the
proposed movement of the force.!” Walker, however, did not
visit the Maranoa district as intended.!® Police clothing had
not arrived at Callandoon before his departure. Con-
sequently, when travelling to the Wide Bay district, after
calling at Drayton'® he visited Ipswich at the head of
navigation on the Brisbane River to collect the clothing.?®
He later called at Goode’s Burnett Inn — the present site of
Nanango. There he revealed his carelessness with accounts.
Six orders drawn by him in favour of Jacob Goode for pay-
ment of his stay were dishonoured when presented for
payment in Sydney. The accounts were only paid after
Goode had written to Walker on the matter.2! At Goode’s,
Gordon Sandeman of Burrandowan discussed with Walker
the assistance by Native Police to stockholders in the Burnett

district.??
By 17 February 1851, Walker, Marshall, and Fulford had

joined forces at Maryborough. Walker believed in a show of
strength to the Aboriginal inhabitants of an area, a practice
later condemned by several squatters as it took away from a
particular locality the protective force stationed there.?> On
that date the three Native Police officers assisted in constitu-
ting the Maryborough bench of magistrates to report on
certain charges made against clerk of petty sessions Jamison
of that cehtre.2® The next day a meeting of magistrates was
held again.at Maryborough. Besides the three Native Police
officers, Commissioner Bidwill and squatter Edmund B. Uhr
were present.? >

Warrants had been issued against a number of Aborigines
accused of murder and felony.2 ¢ It was thought the majority
of the accused were then on Fraser’s Island to where
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Aborigines had previously retired after committing murder
and from where they could issue to commit fresh crimes. The
magistrates also considered that lives and property in the
Wide Bay district would not be safe until the Aborigines
understood they would not be able to continue this system.
Previously there had not been a police force to do this, and as
the Native Police Force was then available for the work it was
resolved to put into force the warrants issued and that such a
proceeding ‘“would finally put a stop to collisions between
whites and blacks”.27

On the same day, Walker wrote to the colonial secretary
enclosing the resolutions of the magistrates.?® He reported
that he had no means at his command by which he could
reach Fraser’s Island. The settlers had failed in procuring the
boats ‘“and it was impossible to find any men who would pull
except at an exorbitant rate of wages’’. Walker’s troopers had
not then seen the sea and could not pull. Walker suggested
that either a vessel belonging to the government be sent to
Wide Bay to assist in the matter or that an arrangement be
made in Sydney for a coaster to land the Native Police on the
island and wait for their return. He stated that either of these
plans would be preferable to procuring the assistance of the
settlers in any way as he had no control over their proceed-
ings and their views differed from his.

Walker was satisfied that, unless the Native Police went to
Fraser’s Island, as soon as three sections left the district and
the fourth went to a distance from Maryborough the natives
on the island would recommence their outrages and probably
again induce the well-disposed to join them. Walker was going
with some men into the Burnett district but would return in
three weeks to Maryborough where he would await the
colonial secretary’s answer. He also enclosed with his letter
copies of affidavits taken by the Native Police officers from
settlers for the colonial secretary’s perusal, the originals of
which were forwarded to the attorney general. These would
show, he stated, that the disturbances in the Wide Bay
district were very serious. He was glad to be able to say that a
large number of naturally well-disposed blacks had abandon-
ed the murderers and were showing a wish to live peaceably
with the whites. Walker was very anxious therefore that the
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natives on Fraser’s Island should learn that they placed the
law at defiance by retreating there. Walker wrote that it was
imperative for him to go the following month to the
Maranoa, and anything short of three sections of thirty-six
men would be useless at Fraser’s Island.

Attorney General Plunkett, to whom Walker’s report was
referred, advised the governor that the statements in the

depositions together with the fact that warrants had.been :

issued for the thirty-five or thirty-six Aborigines named in
the resolutions of the Maryborough bench would justify the
government in providing the Native Police with the means
required by the commandant to convey his corps to and from
Fraser’s Island. Plunkett stated that the only light in which
he could, upon a reference to him as legal adviser of the
government, view the subject was that in which he should be
bound to regard the actors as if they were European subjects
of the crown of England. It could not be a matter of doubt,
he added, that if a number of lawless white men should, after
committing murders and thefts, retire to some stronghold
from which they could issue at discretion for the purpose of
repeating their crimes it would be the duty of the govern-
ment to furnish the police with the means of executing
warrants for their apprehension. Plunkett continued:

It must, unhappily, be expected that the proposed attempt at
arrest may lead to a warlike conflict and perhaps to loss of life,
but the aim of the law must not be paralysed by the expectation
of such results. If the offenders were white men engaged as
banditti in committing attacks upon life and property of their
fellow subjects, an armed Force would necessarily be employed
against them, or if an armed resistance were made by a body of
such persons to the legal attempt of the Police Force to arrest any
of their number, it would be the duty of the latter (if their
strength permitted) to overpower them even, if necessary, at the
'sacrifice of life. The same law of course holds with regard to the
Aboriginal natives, although notions of humanity ought to
suggest that in executing those laws against these unfortunate
beings, a more than ordinary anxiety should be manifested —

act with the utmost amount of forbearance consistent with the
safety of the Police and the effectiveness of their operations.

Plunkett thought that Walker’s proposal to act with his
own force only, and without the assistance of settlers whom
he could not keep sufficiently in check, was judicious and
proper. “There would be no objection to the employment of
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whites as Special Constables in cases where the available
Native Police Force were found or esteemed insufficient to
give such an irresistible superiority to the Police as would at
once secure them from failure and perhaps prevent a conflict
by making resistance hopeless or of short duration.” Plunkett
also referred to the time which would elapse before Walker
had a sufficient force available, and stated ‘‘it would perhaps
be deemed the best course to authorise him to engage some
coasting vessel himself, after she had discharged her cargo at
Wide Bay”.?? FitzRoy directed that this opinion, or a copy
of it, be forwarded to Walker for his information and guid-
ance.3?

This opinion was transmitted by colonial secretary’s letter
dated 7 April 1851 and Walker acknowledged its receipt on 6
July 1851 from “Lower Condamine”. He did not regret the
advice not reaching him sooner than the previous day ‘“‘as the
state of my health and that of my men would have prevented
me from acting on it”’. He feared the Aborigines would keep
up a system of murder and robbery and eventually them-
selves be great sufferers if the system were not stopped at
once. Walker wrote that he would therefore act upon the
authority of the governor general as soon as he could collect
a sufficient force at Maryborough which he hoped to do
before the end of September.?!

Following his visit to Maryborough, Walker travelled to
Gayndah in the Burnett district. From there, on 5 March
1851, Walker reported on a complaint made by the bench at
Surat that no assistance from the Native Police had been
rendered to the Maranoa district. Walker wrote: ‘““The Native
Police cannot be everywhere at the same time and the Bench
at Surat must, like every other party, wait with patience until
I can send them the assistance required.’”3?

Shortly afterwards, illness amongst Walker’s men, which he
had hoped was on the decrease, “broke out again with greater
violence causing the death of two and laying up in turn every
man of the Force”.23 This illness, in the first half of 1851,
amongst Walker’s troopers did not however completely put a
stop to the duties of the force. Walker went with a small
detachment ‘“‘to afford protection to the settlers on the
Upper Burnett” and Marshall, with a strong party, visited the
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neighbourhood of Forster’s and Blaxland’s station®? in the
Wide Bay district. At both these places outbreaks had been
expected but did not eventuate. However, Walker reported to
the colonial secretary his visit to the Upper Burnett was of
assistance there “as a few sheep had been stolen at Mr.
Charles Archer’s [Eidsvold] station and violence threatened
to the shepherds; the timely arrival of the Police was the
cause of prevention”.3® This view was not held by David
Archer from a neighbouring station, Coonambula, who on 4
July 1851 wrote to Commissioner of Crown Lands M. C.
O’Connell of the Burnett district, stating: ‘“‘the presence of
the Native Police does not seem, so far, to have had any
moral effect upon the blacks whose attitude in this part of
the district is now decidedly more hostile than it has been for
two years past’. During the previous month Aborigines had
assembled in large numbers on that run “and in spite of every
precaution short from the use of firearms, had succeeded in
extracting from the folds at night, upwards of forty
sheep”.?® On 21 September 1851 David Archer wrote to
Marshall reporting cattle killed and sheep stolen.3”

On 18 April 1851, Walker, then in the vicinity of Gayndah
where the police force had concentrated, was joined by
Sergeants Dolan and Skelton who had commenced duties at
Callandoon after Walker’s departure. The force again
separated.>® Marshall, accompanied by Dolan and thirteen
native troopers, proceeded to the station of ‘“Messrs. Tooth”
in the Wide Bay district where Aborigines had begun to
destroy cattle. On the approach of the police, the Aborigines
returned as usual to the sea coast. Marshall proceeded next to
Maryborough where fears were entertained that a very large
number of Aborigines assembled near the “Boiling Down
Establishment” would commit some outrages. It was alleged
that this assembly had stolen three sheep but no evidence was
obtained implicating any of them.

One man was apprehended by Marshall on suspicion of the
murder of Mrs. Mary Shannon and Andrew Gregor on the
North Pine River.?® Marshall also attempted to capture two
of the murderers of “the late Mr. Blaxland’.*® The two
natives pursued, however, took to the Mary River and, it not
being possible to apprehend them, they were fired at. It was
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believed both were killed. Marshall next proceeded to
Forster’s Tirroan station, a report having been received of a
threatened attack there from Aborigines. The alarm raised on
this occasion proved to be groundless. Marshall then started,
according to Walker’s instructions, for Callandoon, “it having
been previously arranged that Lieut. Fulford would relieve
him in the duties which he had been so active in per-
forming”.*!

Walker had left Gayndah when Commissioner O’Connell
reported from there that further murders had been com-
mitted by Aborigines.*? Shortly afterwards O’Connell,
accompanied by Chief Constable Bannister of Gayndah and
Station Superintendent Mason, dispersed a large assemblage
of Aborigines on Mondure station where depredations had
been committed.*? FitzRoy, while thinking it desirable that
the commandant and officers of the Native Police com-
municate their movements to the benches and commissioners
of crown lands, declined to give any orders to the command-
ant which would fetter his discretion in any way.**

Walker had left Gayndah for the Dawson River where he
“found that the reports spread of drays having been attacked
and Mr. Stephens having been threatened were untrue”. How-
ever, the Aborigines again had been at their old habits of
cattle spearing and Stephens had suffered losses. Walker,
during fourteen days, endeavoured to secure some of those
responsible, who were tracked by Native Police from where
they had been recently killing cattle. Walker reported:
“They . .. not liking the vicinity of so large a Force, made
off towards the ‘Grafton Range’ but four of them during the
pursuit, having fallen across the Native Sergeant Willy alone,
he was obliged to fire in his own defence and one was
killed.”** ,

Upon leaving the Dawson, Walker visited the lower Con-
damine where he endeavoured “not without success” to
check the stealing of “‘one sheep at a time and the spearing of
cattle by small parties of blacks”. Walker was convinced that
the good feeling “of late” by the settlers in that neighbour-
hood towards the Aborigines would tend to keep it more in a
state of peace than any police force.*® He encouraged
squatters to open their runs to Aborigines. On 12 March
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1851, H.S. Scholfield of Tabil, lower Condamine, had
written, apparently to Marshall, that he had lately returned
with Blyth and one thousand head of stock to the lower
Condamine and had found the Aborigines “relapsed into
their former habits (despite the severe lessons you taught
them) contrary to our expectations”. Scholfield stated that
the Aborigines were being admitted generally into all the
head stations save, within the previous ten days for having
hunted cattle off the run, Ewer’s station Womba. Lester had
arrived with his stock at Tieryboo and, on nearing that
station, had to furnish his men with arms before they would
proceed.*” Thomas Roskelly at Womba had written to J. G.
Ewer on 4 March 1851 requesting him to write asking for a
party of police on the Condamine River. Roskelly could not
find more than fifty cattle on the run and in consequence of
Ewer’s thinking, had ordered the Aborigines away the
previous day. The Aborigines had seemed unwilling to leave
and had “hung about the ridges all day”.*8

On 23 April 1851 Goggs of Chinchilla, Condamine,
complained again of depredations by Aborigines on the lower
Condamine. He wrote that the residents of that river had
concluded that a part of the Native Police would be per-
manently stationed there. He referred to the three flying
visits made by the corps which had done good for the time
being, but the Native Police had been so long away that the
Aborigines had come to think there was no check on them.
Goggs feared murders and loss of property in the proportions
that had occurred in 1849.4°

At the request of the settlers on the lower Condamine a
police station was established on the frontier of the Darling
Downs district, on the east bank of Tchanning Creek, lower
Condamine, at the junction of Barracks Creek with the
Tchanning. It was situated eighteen miles from Dulacca
station which adjoined Ferrett’s Waltami and Gordon and
Coxen’s Wambo Forest. The new station was to be known as
“Wondai Gumbal”. The buildings at the station had been
provided by the squatters themselves without cost to the
government. This was in accordance with Walker’s plans
made towards the end of 1849 that an officer, with ten
troopers, was to take charge of the lower Condamine area
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and the Maranoa district.>°

However it was not Walker’s intention, when the Wondai
Gumbal station was erected, to have the section to be
allotted to that part of the country permanently stationed
there. In a letter dated 2 June 1851, written to Ferrett and
Burnett of Wallann, lower Condamine, Walker stated that the
section of twelve men intended for that part of the colony
should patrol through the Maranoa district and lower Con-
damine and Dawson country and were not to be stationed
anywhere, although he admitted it would be a great service to
the force if in each district they had a station to which they
could look to as a home.?!

On leaving the lower Condamine, Walker went to the
Maranoa district. This was his first visit to that region and
there he found the position worse than in any of the
northern districts. He thought ‘“the determined hostility of
the blacks there must eventually lead to loss of life or the
abandonment of the stations’’. Walker attempted to halt the
hostility of the tribesmen, but the want of grass and the
heaviness of the ground from late rains completely knocked
up all his horses. He returned to Callandoon directly through
the scrub, walking part of the way to relieve the horses.® 2

At Callandoon, Walker found his lieutenants, Marshall and
Fulford, awaiting his return. The police who had returned
with Fulford had not escaped the sickness ‘“from which their
comrades had suffered so much”. Fulford, in consequence,
had not been able to carry out Walker’s instructions for
relieving Marshall in the Burnett and Wide Bay districts. The
Macintyre country was reported by Fulford to have been
remarkably quiet. A few head of cattle had been speared but
not to a greater extent than in the districts of acknowledged
quietness such as the Murrumbidgee. Both Marshall and
Fulford reported that at the stations visited by them on their
way to Callandoon the accounts of the peaceable behaviour
of the Aborigines were satisfactory, except at McGeachie’s on
the Wootu where it was reported they were killing cattle.
Walker suspected the offenders were ‘“Moonie blacks”.>3 On
27 July 1851 Walker reported to the colonial secretary that
twenty-four troopers, under the command of Fulford, were
to proceed without delay to the Maranoa district. That
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division would in future receive at the new Wondai Gumbal
police station its clothing and other supplies. Walker also
reported that, as the Burnett and Wide Bay districts had been
unavoidably left longer than anticipated without protection,
he was using every exertion to get a party to proceed there as
speedily as possible, but the state of many of the horses was
very bad.>* Walker added that Sergeants Dolan and Skelton
had proved themselves very efficient assistants; the men were
then in good health and great spirits and had been much
gratified when he told them ‘“that His Excellency the

Governor had been pleased to express his satisfaction with

their services and good conduct”.>>

Walker addressed his corps of police at Callandoon on
Monday, 4 August 1851.°® The address throws considerable
light on both Walker and his troopers:

As the police will shortly again go into the bush I have some
things to say to you all.

1. No policeman is to take grog or wine from anybody but his
officer. Any serjeant or corporal who does so will be broke
and have the red cloth taken off his jacket and cap for three
months. Any troopers will be soundly flogged. Although I
tell you this, I am not afraid of any of you disobeying by
taking grog because you have before behaved so well, and I
know you will do so again. Never mind what any person
says to you. When any person tells you I said he might give
you grog, he tells you lies, for neither I nor Mr. Marshall
nor Mr. Fulford ever will tell anybody to give you grog
when we are not there.

2. I say nothing to you about fighting because anybody can
fight — but I want you to shew everybody that I command
a body of clean, sharp and good policemen not a lot of
dirty, lazy charcoles or stupid constables.

3. No policeman is to walk about without his carbine — if he
does so he will be punished every time.

4. Every policeman must take care of his arms, his horse, his
saddle and bridle, and his clothes. They belong to the
Queen, not to you.

5. The Governor has been very good to you and he will expect
you to do your duty.

6. When a policeman washes his shirt, he must not put it on
again until it is quite dry. He is not to take off his cloak
unless his officer tells him to do so — and when it is warm,
he will strap his jacket on the top of his cloak.

7. Keep away from Gins®7 when you are at a gunya.58 Do
what you like when you are in the bush. I will not be angry
with you then.

8. When you are sick, tell your officer directly.

9. Serjeants Dolan and Skelton are to you the same as officers.

10. Logan’s policemen are now going to the Balonne and you
will have something to do because the Balonne blacks are
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not old women. Old Simon can shew you how to fight; he
likes always close up directly — mind I must not have any
charcoles beat my police. Do not make my friend Logan
ashamed of you.

11. What the Governor wants from you is to make charcoles
quiet, he does not want them killed, and he won’t let white
fellows do so. If they won’t be quiet, you must make them
— that’s all. But you will not shoot unless your Officer tells
you. Mind if the charcoles begin to throw spears or nulla
nullas then don’t you wait but close up knock them down.

12. I shall be quick after you, and when the charcoles in the
Balonne think that will do, I shall leave my rogues with Mr.
Fulford at Wondai Gumbal and take Logan and Willy’s two
sections to help Mr. Marshall and Cobby’s men to cramer
[capture] the Island [Fraser’s Island]. Logan’s men will
then come back here to the Sgt. Major and the Sections 1
and 3, if the Govemor says Yes, will go with me to Moreton
Bay.

Now boys this is all I have to say to you except take care of
yourselves. Don’t get sick any more for it breaks my heart. When
you bogy [bathe, swim] don’t stop long in the water. Mind this is
not your country.

This address by Walker was made six days before the corps
again commenced to separate. This proved to be the last
assemblage of the whole corps of Native Police.
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The Active F orce‘
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On 4 August 1851, Sergeant Skelton left Callandoon for the
new barracks at Wondai Gumbal with Sergeants Willy and
Logan and troopers Warbracan, Neddy, and Geegwar. They
took with them stores in a cart pulled by three horses.!
Sergeant Dolan left on the same day with troopers Hairy,
Simon, Rodney, Donald, Dick, and Rinaldo, to patrol
FitzZRoy Downs, the Coogoon, and across the Maranoa.?2

Fulford left Callandoon with eleven men (eight troopers,
his own native orderly, and two supernumeraries) on 10
August 1851 for the Maranoa district. McPherson’s station on
FitzZRoy Downs had been burnt and it was reported that
Hall’s station on the Balonne would be attacked on 16
August. Fulford arrived at Hall’s Yamboukal on the sixteenth
in time to prevent the attack on that station. He then pro-
ceeded to where Aborigines had burned down a hut on
McEncroe’s Ockobolla station and went in pursuit of the
offenders but did not find them. After this patrol, Fulford
proceeded to take possession of the new station at Wondai
Gumbal.?

The first section under Marshall left Callandoon for the
Burnett and Wide Bay districts on 8 September 1851.% On 15
September 1851 Walker left Callandoon with twenty men for
the Maranoa. He checked the cattle killings there and then
went to the station at Wondai Gumbal. From there Fulford
started eastward to stop cattle killing at Blyth’s Tieryboo.
Walker went westward with the fourth section into .the
Maranoa district. Aborigines were caught five times in the act
of cattle killing by these two parties of police and, refusing to
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surrender, two or three of them were killed. Walker reported
he had “the usual inquiry” on his return to Wondai Gumbal.®

Walker’s contemptuous use repeatedly in his reports of the
expression ‘“‘the usual inquiry” indicates a knowledge of the
useless purpose they served, although he appears to have
followed conscientiously the executive’s requirement to hold
an enquiry when death resulted from Native Police action.
Walker and his officers were appointed justices of the peace
so such an enquiry as this was in keeping with the practice
developing in the colony of holding a magisterial enquiry into
the sudden death of any person. On the frontier, witnesses at
any enquiry held by a magistrate into the death of an
Aborigine were necessarily settlers or employees knowledge-
able of the circumstances. In the Legislative Council of
Queensland in 1874 speaking on the Evidence Further
Amendment Bill, the Honourable W. Thornton said: It was
possible for a white man who might be in a scrub with black
men to commit murder with the most perfect impunity, as
no Aboriginal native’s evidence could be received against him,
and no notice could be taken of it.””® In the case of action by
the Native Police witnesses were members of that corps
unless at the time the police were accompanied by a settler or
his employee. Walker’s reference to making ‘“the usual
inquiry on his return to Wondai Gumbal” indicates that, on
that occasion at least, the only witnesses were members of
the Native Police Force.

Statements by Aboriginal troopers were not taken at an
enquiry as the law at the time did not allow statements to be
made under oath by those not understanding the nature of an
oath, nor allowed evidence not under oath to be admissible in
criminal proceedings. Only reports, often verbal, were made
by the troopers.

Marshall, when asked before the 1856 Select Committee
could he generally depend on the evidence given by native
troopers, replied: “I could depend upon any man I knew
speaking the truth as much as I could upon a white man; but
I could not do so in the case of a man I had never seen
before.”” The application of this outlook at the time may
have been of value for police administrative purposes, but
evidence obtained in an enquiry was sent to the attorney
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general to whom evidence not on oath was useless. Moreover,
the holding of an enquiry by an officer of Native Police into
a death caused by a member of that force naturally could not
be freed from certain bias.

The crown law officers certainly appear to have checked
on the holding of an enquiry where the death of an Aborigine
was reported. Police reports were referred to the attorney
general. An instance of this occurred when, on 29 August
1852, the crown law officers informed the colonial secretary
that it seemed at least three Aborigines had been shot by the
Native Police but it was not known if any enquiry had been
made to show whether the shooting was justified by the
circumstances.®

Sergeant Skelton left Wondai Gumbal station at the end of
September 1851, after receiving information that a man had
been killed by Aborigines on Ferrett’s station, Wallann. On
24 August 1851, John Harmer, the overseer who was then
acting as hutkeeper at Six Mile Creek, was killed by
Aborigines. Harmer was found lying dead against the hurdles
by stockman Donald Urquhart. Harmer had three large cuts
made with a tomahawk in his head. The Aborigines left two
spears and a shear blade knife behind. They had taken from
the hut all clothing, rations, and firearms. They had pulled
Harmer’s coat off and had tried to pull off his shirt. Urquhart
tracked the Aborigines about one and a half miles from the
hut down the creek. (These details were supplied by
Urquhart in his information on oath for the issue of a
warrant agamst unidentified Aborlglnes )® Skelton was on
the spot in a few hours, but rain made it impossible to track
the murderers.!® On 8 October 1851, Skelton left Wondai
Gumbal with ten troopers for the Dawson River (then in the
Burnett commissioner’s district) where Walker had reason to
expect an outbreak of Aboriginal resistance.!!

Walker with three troopers returned to Callandoon where
he arrived on 20 October 1851. The fourth section which
rode with Walker on his Maranoa patrol had covered seven
hundred miles in five weeks. Walker reported that this could
not have been done at any other season of the year. Three
troopers sent shortly afterwards from Callandoon with a
despatch to Fulford on the Balonne, rode one hundred and
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fifty miles in three days.! 2

On 22 October 1851 the sergeant major of the force,
Thomas Whitmill, died. He had served at Callandoon for
twenty-one months. Reporting the death to the colonial
secretary, Walker wrote that the late sergeant major had been
a valuable assistant and feared it would be impossible to find
another man who would have the same command over the
troopers and be able to obtain their esteem and affection.! 3
Walker recommended that John Stafford, a constable at
Murrurundi who had been highly recommended to him by
the late sergeant major, be appointed sergeant in the place of
Sergeant Dolan.'* Meanwhile, Stafford had been appointed
an ordinary constable at Goulburn. The inspector general of
police would not approve of Stafford’s appointment to the
Native Police. Stafford was an efficient and trustworthy
constable and could not be spared from Goulburn for these
reasons and ‘“‘owing to the vicinity of the southern gold mines
to Goulburn and the influx of persons consequent
thereon”.!> Walker was requested to recruit some other
person to fill the vacancy. Sergeant Dolan was promoted to
sergeant major.! ©

At Callandoon, Commandant Walker found in his mail a
series of complaints which had been received by the colonial
secretary and transmitted to him. Eleven stockholders of the
Burnett district had written, calling attention ‘“to the very
injudicious disposal of the Corps of Native Police appointed
for the protection of the Northern Districts”. The writers’
complaint was that no part of the force had been in that
district or any contiguous district since the latter part of
June. Within the month previous to their writing, three
murders had been committed by the Aborigines who, being
aware of the absence of the Native Police, appeared to think
they could “commit outrages with impunity’’. While willingly
admitting the energy and activity of the officers when
patrolling the district, the writers expressed their regret that
the commandant should have made his arrangements so in-
judiciously as to leave the districts without protection at a
season when, more than any other, the Aborigines always had
been troublesome. The writers feared ‘‘that these barbarous
murders, ere long will be followed by others which besides
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the loss of life will at this season when the lambing and
shearing of the flocks is about to commence entail consider-
able pecuniary loss upon the stockholders”. It was requested
that instructions be given so that in future there would never
be less than one section of the Native Police in the Burnett
district.!?

Five stockholders of the Wide Bay district called attention
to the numerous outrages committed there by Aborigines
since the departure of the Native Police. One murder had
been committed in that district, apart from the three in the
Burnett district, and the writers stated: ‘‘scarcely one of us
have escaped without severe losses both of stock and stores,
having in some instances had as many as fifty sheep
destroyed, besides the great injury the flocks sustain in-being
driven off the runs, sometimes to a distance of twenty
miles”. They asked for the giving of instructions to the
commandant of the Native Police to send to their assistance
as speedily as possible ‘“at least one section of that very
efficient Corps whose presence alone is a great restraint upon
the Aborigines”.!

Richard Jones, a member of the Legislative Council of
New South Wales, had sent an extract of a letter he had
received from a settler, a constituent of his at Mondure in the
Burnett district. The letter complained of sheep stealing and
referred to the murder of a man and his little daughter by
Aborigines. Jones’s constituent claimed that the Native Police
Corps was ‘‘trammelled with such restrictive orders from the
executive, as to render its services useless for the purposes
intended, and the sooner we are rid of them and left to
manage the savages ourselves the better”.!? FitzRoy had
directed that Jones be informed that the writer was entirely
in error in suggesting that the movements of the Native Police
were trammelled by restrictive orders from the executive.??

Jones suggested that this corps was travelling too much
over the country and thereby rendering their horses unfit for
hard work. Its consequences were much felt in another way
as where they went they had “to be victualled, and this in
many instances nearly created a Famine on some stations”.?!
Although the settlers were paid for supplying the Native
Police, claiming on the commandant, some considered the
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scale of payment too low. Settlers at times had difficulty in
procuring supplies. Francis Nicoll, then an officer of the
Native Police, stated before the 1856 Select Committee that
he had seen all the shepherds and hutkeepers of the district
where he was on a ration of half a pound of rice a day
because there was no flour to be had in the district.22 During
1850, E. W. Layton & Co. as agents for John Goodfellow
were authorized by the governor to supply forty-seven
rations daily for the force under Walker’s command.?3 The
sergeant major received one shilling per day in lieu of
rations.?*

Gideon Scott had written on 22 September 1851 drawing
attention to the murders and robberies by Aborigines of the
Burnett and Wide Bay districts, claiming that within the
previous twelve months he ‘“had lost, through the blacks,
upwards of £2,000 in property”.2®

Walker reported from Callandoon on these complaints,
stating that the censure signed by the most respectable
people in the Burnett district was hurtful to his feelings. He
referred to his arrangement for Fulford to relieve Marshall in
order that neither district should be without a police force
for its protection. The unfortunate circumstances (sickness)
which prevented Fulford from following his instructions were
unknown to Walker until his return to Callandoon on 27
July. Walker stated that since forming the police force he had
had little rest and much anxiety which had been increased by
the illness of his men. He had been out in all weather and had
never been in a house except for a few days at a time. He had
incurred great responsibility and damaged his health in en-
deavouring to make his small force as available as possible
and had met with a very poor return.

Walker also referred to certain writers who had criticized
him in the press and who would hunt to death any public
servant if they only had the power. From his reports, which
were substantiated by affidavits, he thought the governor
alone could judge whether his arrangements, considering the
force at his disposal, were judicious or not, and carried out
with energy.?® FitzRoy noted this report: “The observations
made by the Commandant appear to be both reasonable and
satisfactory.”?7
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On 4 November 1851, Walker reported to the colonial
secretary: ‘I start this day from Callandoon for the Conda-
mine and proceed from thence to the Burnett.”?® After
visiting several stations on the upper Condamine “to settle
some accounts’, Walker then went down the Condamine to
Wondai Gumbal police station. There Fulford ‘had been in-
defatigable” during Walker’s absence. The murderer of
Ferrett’s man had been caught in possession of a blanket
stolen at the time. “Being well supported by a large armed
body of natives, he resisted and was shot.”” Walker reported
on 31 December 1851 that some evidence was still required
but when it was obtained the depositions would be sent to
the attorney general.??

Police from Wondai Gumbal had from 16 August to 20
November patrolled in all directions the lower Condamine
country and the Maranoa district. Every scrub had been
penetrated and Walker claimed that the numerous horse
tracks of the police had caused the hostile tribes to believe
that there was a much larger force employed than really was
the case. In his report of these activities, Walker stated every
settler he had met had congratulated him on the success of
his plan, but added that Fulford would not be able to carry it
out completely until he had two sergeants.°

On leaving Wondai Gumbal, Walker went to the Dawson
where he found Sergeant Skelton had been very active. Un-
known previously to Walker a party of settlers headed by a
man whose surname was Coutts, had proceeded a long way
down the Dawson since Walker’s last visit to the area in June
previously.>! Coutts was attacked by. Aborigines and lost
two men as well as some five hundred sheep. A settler, Neil
Ross, was also killed. Skelton, upon hearing of this, pro-
ceeded to the spot. He secured some property but heavy rains
had made the ground so boggy that the police could not
follow the murderers. On this subject, Walker stated he might
as well be expected to afford assistance to Cape York as to
protect people who pushed out in such a manner without
giving him notice and before he was able to plan for their
protection.

While on the Dawson Walker was informed that Aborigines
intended to attack Roach’s station. Skelton, on Walker’s
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orders, proceeded to the station and dispersed alarge body of
Aborigines assembled near it. Skelton, with the second
section, was then sent in. to Wondai Gumbal to assist Ful-
ford.?? Walker, with the third section, proceeded to the
Burnett. =

At L1v1ngstone S statlon, Boubyjan, (as Walker described
it) a serious affray with firearms had occurred between some
Chinese and white servants. Walker, in  his- magisterial
capacity, committed three of the Chinese for trial and two to
imprisonment for twelve months in default of finding bail.
He escorted the prisoners to Maryborough.?3 Ten miles from
Maryborough, near the site of the present township of Tiaro,
Marshall with the first section joined Walker. Marshall
reported on the activities of his section since leaving Callan-
doon on 8 September 1851.

In September, Sergeant Major Dolan had been sent to
Archer’s station on the Burnett while Marshall remained on
the upper Condamine to look for horses. On 2 October 1851,
Dolan with his troopers apprehended one of the men accused
on oath of being concerned in the murder of settler Street.
Three troopers were sent by Dolan to escort the prisoner to
the next station, Mackay’s Dalgangal, and to await his arrival
there. About five miles from Dalgangal, the escort was
attacked by a large number of Aborigines and the troopers,
seeing the prisoner .would escape, shot him and one of the
leaders of the attackers. The three troopers chased the
Aborigines into the scrub.3®

On 7 October, information was received from J. C. Mackay
by Dolan that two thousand sheep had been taken away from
Dalgangal and the shepherd nearly killed. The police went in
pursuit and about 4 p.m. the same day . overtook. the
Aborigines. Dolan ‘had warrants for six of them. The
Aborigines attempted to make their escape but two men were
killed. An Aborigine, Jemmy, mentioned in a warrant as a
murderer, was believed to be one of those killed. In the
Aborigines’ camp the police found a coat which had belonged
to Street, four axes, six shirts, five blankets, and many other
articles supposed to have been stolen' when Street was
killed.?®

Marshall had overtaken Dolan at Archer’s on 15 October.
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Marshall then visited the stations of Trevethan (Rawbelle)
and Mackaz (Dalgangal). After having had- his horses shod at
Gayndah,? Marshall went to Toomcul, one of J.C.

Ferriter’s stations, having warrants for the apprehension of
two natives, Ball and Devil, on a charge of killing cattle at
one of Tooth’s stations, Widgee Widgee.37 :

The wile of Ball was set forth in the information on oath
upon which E. B. Uhr had issued his warrant. Daniel Driscoll,
employed by Tooth, deposed that an Aborigine whom he
thought was Ball had delivered a false message to overseer
Taylor and himself that another settler named Murray. was
coming across the creek. On Taylor and Driscoll going there
they were surrounded by some two hundred Aborigines. On
Taylor firing his gun at the Aborigines they managed to
escape to a hut. Spears were thrown at the hut before the
Aborigines dispersed. Driscoll considered Ball was the ring-
leader of Aborigines who had Kkilled cattle on the station.38

.Ball was apprehended,?® but Marshall discharged him on
being satisfied by .an affidavit made by John Broadbent,
superintendent on Toomcul, that Ball had been shepherding
for Broadbent and could not have been at Widgee Widgee at
any time during the period from two days before to three
days after the offence was stated to have been committed.*®
Devil was not apprehended. Henry Herbert of Ban Ban
declared before Marshall that Devil of the Barambah tribe
was at his station on the day named, at least seventy miles in
a direct line from Widgee Widgee.®*! An Aborigine named
Milbong was killed at Toomcul on 1 December 1851 during
an attempt by Marshall’s section to apprehend him on a
charge of sheep stealing. This appeared to be.the man who
had been mistaken for Devil, as they both had one eye and
both had been wounded in the shoulder.?2

These activities of Marshall’s first section were included in
Walker’s report of the Native Police from 1 August to 31
December 1851.*3 When the report was received by
FitzRoy, the governor directed that it be sent to the attorney
general for his perusal, stating: ‘““A great many blacks are
reported as having been killed by the Police but I think that
the depositions when received will prove these acts of
severity to have been unavoidable.””* 4
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On Marshall’s first section joining Walker’s third section,
both sections proceeded to Fraser’s Island. For this purpose
the schooner Margaret and Mary, sailed by Captain Currie,
was engaged. Two boats also were placed at Walker’s disposal
by Wilmot and Norman Leith Hay, each with two troopers
manning a boat. James Leith Hay also accompanied the
force. Captain Currie, his crew, Wilmot, and the two Hay
brothers were sworn in as special constables and all were
armed. Besides Walker, Marshall, and Sergeant Major Dolan,
the Native Police Force consisted of twenty-four men who
had never seen the ocean.

The force started down the Mary River on 24 December
1851. On their way downstream, police were landed on the
south bank of the river. On shore they found at an Aboriginal
camp the remnant of some flour, several pieces of bark cut
for making bread on, and books with the name ‘“Livingstone”
written on the first page. On 27 December Currie landed
Walker, James Leith Hay, Dolan, twenty troopers, and one
horse at a point on Fraser’s Island where a tree was marked
and painted NP. Walker’s party visited near this point a large
camp which had been seen from the schooner. In the camp
they found more flour and more of Livingstone’s books. A
party under Marshall had marched off in another direction.

Meanwhile those in the boats under Walker’s command,
“who were keeping vigilant guard”, saw a small boat con-
taining natives ‘‘making off”. The boat, which had been
stolen from a resident named Blackman of Maryborough, was
captured. The police fired at another large boat full of natives
and several balls struck. The natives abandoned the boat and
escaped to a small island. Two troopers jumped into the sea
to attempt to capture the boat, but it drifted too far away
and the two troopers lost all their cartridges. The boat
probably sank as it could not be found by Walker’s party on
their way back to their landing point on Fraser’s Island. The
land party camped at this site on the night of 27 December.
Currie with his vessel and the boats, as previously arranged,
anchored at another point, although James Leith Hay with
six troopers attempted to alter this arrangement. However
they were too late to do so.

During the night it rained heavily. The Aborigines made
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frequent attempts to surprise the Native Police camp and two
Aborigines were killed in the engagements. Next day, finding
that the horse was an encumbrance because of a large number
of fresh water creeks, Walker sent Dolan and five troopers
with it back to the rendezvous where Dolan was also to meet
Hay. With the remaining troopers Walker followed the
Aborigines who had annoyed them during the night. The
police closed on them but the Aborigines being then on the
top of the range, escaped. Heavy rain continued all day and
the dense scrubs made it difficult for the police to find their
way. Worn out with fatigue, Walker’s party returned to the
rendezvous, having walked and waded at least twenty-five
miles.*®

Marshall’s party had captured several Aborigines. Two of
these were later tried and acquitted by the Circuit Court at
Brisbane after being charged with .wounding George Furber
of Maryborough with intent to do grevious bodily harm.?®

On 30 December, Currie brought his vessel back to the
rendezvous. Native Police Sergeants Edgar and Willy asked
Walker’s permission to pursue the Aborigines on the island.
Walker was too footsore to accompany them. The native
sergeants with troopers followed the island Aborigines from
31 December to 2 January. The two sergeants did not over-
take them until they had reached the east coast of the island
where the Aborigines took to the sea. Another book of
Livingstone’s was recovered by the trooper Aladdin and one
boat was found. The police reported that the Aborigines had
partly eaten one of their own party killed in the attack on
the police camp on the night of 27 December — the remains
being found cut up in bags.

Walker wrote his report of this expedition on 5 January
1852. He praised the aid received from Currie, Wilmot, and
the Hay brothers and directed attention to the services of
Marshall who “had acted with his usual energy and dis-
cretion”’. Walker also referred to the hardships from rain at
one time, excessive heat at another, and myriads of
mosquitoes and sandflies which caused the whole party to
suffer. One-half of the police were lame.*”

FitzRoy noted Walker’s report: “The Commandant has I
conclude, observed the rule which must invariably be
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followed when deaths occur in the collisions which may take
place between the Native Police and the Aborigines, of
making and sending to the Attorney General depositions as
to the facts of each case. The Commandant’s movements
appear- to have been conducted with much judgment and
Lieut. Marshall. and the Gentlemen who accompanied the
Police are entitled to the thanks of the Government. The
property recovered should if possible be returned to the
owners.”*® Captain Currie was paid a reward of ten pounds.

Meanwhile, Edmund B. Uhr of Yululah, Maryborough, had
written to the colonial secretary on 26 December 1851,
complaining of Walker’s conduct towards him.*?
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Disapproval of
Walker's Management

Uhr, who had been a magistrate for a number of years, was
then performing the magisterial duties of Commissioner of
Crown Lands Bidwill who later died. On 24 December 1851,
Walker, accompanied by Norman Leith Hay, had called at
Uhr’s house and told Uhr he required Duncan Cameron
(Uhr’s superintendent) to accompany him to Fraser’s Island
as he understood .Cameron could identify a number of
Aborigines whose apprehension was required under warrants
held by Walker. . -

Uhr informed Walker that he could not let Cameron go as
the station was very unprotected and he had some three
thousand pounds’ worth of. property under his care. Uhr
added that Cameron’s information was only hearsay and that
Cameron did not know himself any of the Aborigines who
had committed depredations. Walker then replied that he
would take Cameron’s deposition on oath and if he found
Cameron to be of use he would compel him to go.

Walker and Hay then went to Cameron’s cottage which
was owned by Uhr. After putting Cameron on oath, Walker
questioned him, despite Uhr’s protest against the proceeding.
Uhr considered that Cameron should have been summoned to
the police office at Maryborough to give evidence. Uhr asked
to be informed whether Walker had the power of pressing
hired servants. from their occupations. for an indefinite
period.! :

Walker and Leith Hay, apparently anticipating Uhr’s
cdmplaint, also wrote to the colonial secretary immediately
on returning from Fraser’s Island on 1 January 1852.2 They
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had deemed it necessary that some person who could identify
one or more of the individuals accused should accompany the
force. The only case upon which they could act was that of
the murderous assault on George Furber who had his mail
contract from Maryborough to Gayndah to attend to. Furber
had been excused from accompanying the expedition, as
Cameron had told Walker and Hay he could point out the
man responsible. Furber had shown the man to Cameron who
had frequently seen him.

Walker and Hay wrote that Cameron was ready to go with
them but that his employer, Uhr, not only refused to allow
him to go but threatened Cameron if he did. Walker and Hay
had considered it necessary that Cameron should be
examined on oath for the purpose of being sure he could
point out the individual, but Uhr, by his violent conduct, had
prevented them from taking the deposition. In consequence,
Walker and Hay stated, they would not act in future in
concert with Uhr as a magistrate. FitzRoy thought that a
service had been performed by the Native Police for the
protection of Uhr in common with other persons who had
been exposed to the attacks of the Aborigines. FitzRoy
trusted that the ill-feelings between Uhr and Walker, “which
could only have arisen from excessive zeal often shown in the
performance of public duty”’, would be forgotten.>

Uhr, whose brother had been killed by Aborigines in the
Brisbane Valley seven years before, again wrote to the
colonial secretary on 30 December 1851.% Uhr stated that a
native of China named “New’ had been murdered by
Aborigines eight days previously while cutting timber up the
River Mary about twenty miles from the village of Mary-
borough. The natives had threatened to destroy any men in
quest of timber and most labouring men were fearful to go
any distance from the village. This combined with the scanty
population of the settlement — most former inhabitants
having gone to the southern gold diggings — rendered their
position dangerous. Uhr was daily apprehensive of an attack
upon their village by the coast Aborigines who, Uhr claimed,
were well known to be the most dangerous and daring tribes
in the colony. Uhr, who had a large family, was settled only
one mile from the village and his family were afraid to move
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even a hundred yards from the house. He had expended some
considerable sums, otherwise he would have abandoned the
district. at once. He requested that a small portion of the
Native Police be stationed at Maryborough.

A copy of Uhr’s letter was sent to Walker who noted on its
margin: “If this village of Maryborough is not safe, how does
a single shepherd tend his sheep at a distance of some miles
from assistance?””® Whether this noting was transmitted to
the colonial secretary is unknown, but Walker wrote to that
officer in reply from Taromeo station on 22 March 1852.°
Uhr’s letter had not given Walker much cause for appre-
hension. Walker wrote that he had been over a great part of
the Wide Bay district and everything was quiet. Lieutenant
Murray was then in the vicinity of Maryborough. Sergeant
Major Dolan had patrolled that end of the district since the
murder of the Chinaman New who, Walker believed, there
was good reason to suppose had been killed by “another
Chinese”. Walker stated that Maryborough was not
sufficiently - central for a Native Police station but it was
frequently visited by patrols.

FitzRoy directed that the substance of Walker’s report be
sent to Uhr.” Walker’s reference to Lieutenant Murray was to
a newly appointed officer. Following Walker’s recommenda-
tion, John Murray, the son of a settler of the Wide Bay
district, was appointed on 17 February 1852 to be a
lieutenant, fourth division of the Native Police and to be a
magistrate of the territory.® Lieutenants Marshall, Fulford,
and Murray, all of whom were recommended by Walker for
appointment, were considered efficient officers by witnesses
before select committees of the Legislative Assembly on the
Native Police in later years.” Henry Hort Brown, a medical
officer of the Native Police, in 1856 stated: “By far the best
officers were. appointed by the commandant himself.” He
added, speaking of appointments made prior to 1856, that
those officers whom he had spoken of as inefficient were
Sydney appointments.!® An augmented Native Police
establishment had been voted by the Legislative Council for
the year 1852.

Before leaving Maryborough, Walker wrote to the colonial
secretary referring to the usual quarterly advance to the
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Native Police of £575 6s. 0d. and requesting an advance for
the quarter ending 31 March 1852 of £800, for the purpose
of purchasing horses.!! He was prepared to account for the
expenditure before the end of that quarter. Walker added
that some cheques of his had been dishonoured in the
previous quarter, because the sum to be advanced for the
period had not been paid to his credit at the Bank of Aus-
tralasia at the time the cheques were presented. Quarterly
advances for the maintenance of the corps were paid into
Walker’s account and Walker accounted for his expenditure
on behalf of the force. Walker, remotely situated from his
bank, in drawing cheques had to rely on advances being made
early. He had also to follow the then existing system of work
being performed in the district for which money was voted.
For instance, for the period 1 July 1850 to 30 September
1851 crown expenses incurred on the Native Police had been
appropriated to Darling Downs £1,200 13s. 7d., Wide Bay
£7 8s. 0d., Maranoa £1,200 13s. 6d., and to Burnett and
Moreton Bay nil.!2 This would also account for the Burnett
and Wide Bay districts having been neglected to some extent
by the Native Police during that period. Before the 1856
Select Committee, Charles Archer thought it would be better
to make the vote a general one, letting the distribution rest
with the officer in command of the force.!3

Following his expedition to Fraser’s Island, Walker
returned via Gayndah to his headquarters at Callandoon.
Marshall went to the Burnett district.!* While Walker was at
Callandoon, on 1 March 1852, two new sergeants com-
menced duty in the corps — Patrick Lawless and Richard
Dempster. These two men were selected by Walker himself.
Although Walker reported their commencement of duty on 1
March 1852,'% it was not until 18 May that he officially
requested their appointment while in Sydney.! ¢
- Troop orders issued by Sergeant Major Dolan on 7 March
1852!7 required the sergeant on duty for the day to see: the
men up every morning; blankets removed from barracks and
placed on the fence or line, weather permitting, but not on
the ground so as to endanger the health of the men; shelves
dusted; clothes neatly folded and put up; barracks armoury
and front of commandant’s office cleaned; the men did not

70



Disapproval of Walker’s Management

loiter about barracks; horses got and then cleaned after
breakfast; brushes, currycombs, and halters taken to the
armoury; the parades and drills attended at the appointed
hour; and those men for mounted duty got ready to march in
good time. The sergeant on duty was to be present at the
serving of rations morning and evening, to visit the barracks
frequently in the day and order any Aborigines found there
to the other side of the creek, call the roll every night, report
any absentees to the sergeant major, and not to allow
Aboriginal women at the barracks without the commandant’s
permission. -

The sergeants of sections were required to see their men
turn out clean to parade and drill, to check that the saddlery
and accoutrements of their sections were clean and in their
proper place in the armoury, and to assist the sergeant major
in drilling and making new recruits fit for duty. They were
also to have the men spread their kit every Saturday for
inspection by the commandant or sergeant major and to
report those deficient. They were to attend to the delivery of
rations to the police and to see that the proper quantity was
given to the troopers and none wasted. In no case were the
commandant’s or officers’ servants to be allowed to interfere
with or give orders to troopers.

During March, Walker paid a brief visit via Taromeo station
to the Burnett! 8 and then returned to Callandoon.

Early in 1852, Native Police had been engaged in executing
warrants in the Gayndah area, issued against Chinese who had
offended against the Master and Servants Act. On 27
February 1852 Gordon Sandeman from Burrandowan,
Burnett River, wrote to the Native Police detachment at
Gayndah requesting their assistance.!® Sandeman said that a
few days earlier “a spirit of insubordination instigated by
some of the white men broke out amongst the Chinamen
upon this Establishment”. Numbering twenty-eight, these
servants absconded in a body, taking the road to Moreton
Bay and leaving twenty thousand sheep unprotected.
Sandeman despatched a messenger to the nearest magistrate,
W. Haly, and with his assistance and as large a force as Sande-
man could muster induced the absconders to turn back.
Warrants for the apprehension of the ringleaders were
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obtained by Sandeman from magistrate Haly. Lt. John
Murray, replied to Sandeman’s letter, regretting that he could
not comply with this request.?® His horses were weak from
hard work, two of his men were suffering from fever and
ague, and he was under orders to proceed to the lower
Dawson. Sandeman wrote to Lieutenant Marshall, expressing
disappointment with Murray’s reply, and requesting
Marshall’s assistance not only at Burrandowan in preventing
insubordination but also in the interests of other stations in
the district.??

So many Chinese prisoners were apprehended that
Provincial Inspector of Police Heyward Atkins at Brisbane
reported that the ordinary constables attached to the petty
sessions could not do the escort duty to larger centres. It was
suggested that a non-commissioned officer and five Native
Police be stationed at Gayndah as an auxiliary unit to the
petty sessions constabulary, for the apprehension and escort
of Chinamen only.2?2

Walker, on being asked for his report on the suggestion,
queried Atkins’s authority to request the Native Police Force
to be an auxiliary unit of the ordinary constabulary force
with which the Native Police could never act in immediate
concert.?23 Walker wrote that he could not allow men with
whom he had taken so much pains, “to be subjected to the
tyranny of men who like the constables [attached to each
petty sessions] outside the limits are so totally devoid of
discipline”. He added that the chief constables almost every-
where were good men who could do no good under such a
system. FitzRoy decided that the Native Police must be
confined to the service for which they were raised and could
not be employed as suggested by Atkins.2* Atkins’s request
appears to have limited subsequently the assistance
previously given by Native Police to local benches of magis-
trates in cases of simple breaches of the law.

Walker was on his way to Sydney when he returned to
Callandoon from the Burnett. Before leaving Callandoon,
Walker delivered an address to the Native Police as follows:

I have called you all together, because tomorrow I am going to
Sydney. The reason I go to Sydney is to make the storekeeper
boroborai [run] in sending up the jackets, shirts, trousers, boots,
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caps, saddles, bridles, carbines, pistols, swords and cloaks for the
new policemen. I have got too to buy forty horses, to get you
blankets, guernsey shirts, socks, braces, and brushes. And when I
am gone, I expect you boys won’t be lazy but work. I will have
no going to camp until I come back. I want you to learmn to beg
clean like Martin. .. I want you to learn to march and to wheel
and to drill before I come back. Remember I must hear of no
quarrelling. All the policemen must be like brothers. Let me hear
of no sleepy fellows. When you are not on parade, play about and
walk about. Billy, Rint, and Harry, you must make these men of
yours more clean. They must have to wash themselves and cut
their hair. They are never like charcoles. Callandoon Jemmy, you
have got one man Barney and I am afraid he is no good. I have
heard that he is a thief that he cramers totuno [steals tobacco]
and the policemen’s monies. Now there is no good in punishing a
thief for he will always be the same. And all of you boys, if you
find one thief among you, take away his cap and kick him out of
the Police. A thief will never make a policeman. I can get plenty
more policemen. I shan’t be long away and when I come back let
me hear from the sergeant major that you have done well. Let me
find you clean policemen, not dirty charcoles. The Governor will
ask me all about you, mind, and I am obliged to tell him every-
thing. There is one thing that you must all mind and this is never
to tell a lie. The old policemen have been with me now three
years and they never told me a lie, never drink gro8, never swear,
‘and never quarrel. I want you all to be the same.?>

While in Sydney, Walker recommended the appointment
of commissioned and several non-commissioned officers to
the Native Police Corps. He also arranged for the return to
the bench at Maryborough of the dinghy captured at Fraser’s
Island and sent by him to Sydney.2® (FitzRoy had directed
that the property recovered should if possible be returned to
the owners.) His recommendations for appointments to. the
rank of sergeant, as well as his suggestion that in future he fill
any vacancy in that rank, simply notifying the government of
the appointment, were approved by FitzRoy.?” However,
the government kept entirely in its own hands future
appointments to commissioned rank.

Upon his return to Callandoon, Walker wrote to the
colonial secretary on 23 July 1852, reporting on the state of
the Native Police Force.2® Fulford from Wondai Gumbal had
reported that the lower Condamine was quiet, and Walker
believed the Maranoa district to be in the same state, with the
exception of some petty cattle stealing. However, Walker
regretted to report that a collision again had taken place in
the Maranoa district between the police and the petty cattle
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stealers. Aboﬁ ines had been Kkilled by native troopers who
had left Se;(gqant Dempster, under whose immediate
command they were, to accompany a man named Johnson
This was contrary to the first clause of written instructions
given by Walker to all the European sergeants, who were “not
to allow any person unconnected with the Native Police
Force to interfere with, or give orders to, any of the troopers
under their command”. It appeared to Walker that the police
must have had the sergeant’s consent or orders to do so, In
which case he was unfit to be entrusted with a detachment,
or that the troopers had left without his consent, in which
case it seemed he was unable to command them. Walker did
not expect the latter to be the case, as the men.of the section
entrusted to Dempster had thitherto been noted for their
steady, obedient conduct. Walker reported that he had
written to Fulford requiring a full explanation.

The circumstances surrounding this incident were revealed
in Fulford’s and Dempster’s reports. Fulford, at Wondai
Gumbal barracks, had received information that Aborigines
were killing and disturbing cattle on Ogilvie’s station,
Wachoo. On 20 April 1852, he ordered Dempster to start
that morning to patrol the Balonne River with a detachment
comprising Corporal Edward and  troopers Capita Simon,
Rodney, Tom Thumb, Rinaldo, Dick, Bunya Jimmy, and
Donald.?® Dempster was to visit Wachoo and any other
station suffering from Aboriginal depredations. Fulford, in
his written order to Dempster, stated he had no doubt the
presence of the police would be sufficient to put a stop to
outrages. Dempster was ordered, should any collision occur
with Aborigines, to use every endeavour to prevent ‘“‘the un-
necessary effusion of blood and sacrifice of life”” and to
strlctly adhere to the commandant’s instructions to sergeants
in command. of detachments, dated 17 March, 1852.
Dempster was to remain on patrol for three weeks or longer
if necessary, but as some of his men were only recovering
from fever and ague Dempster was to return to Wondai
Gumbal immediately the men became unfit for duty.

On arrival at Ogilvie’s Wachoo station, Dempster found
that Aborigines had been destroying and rushing the cattle.
Heavy rain prevented finding the offenders’ tracks until the
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detachment was five days on the station. The whole of the
sixth day was spent following the tracks discovered, but the
detachment did not overtake the pursued Aborigines. On the
seventh day, Dempster -and troopers Tom Thumb, Rodney,
and Dick became ill with fever and ague. The detachment
then returned to. Wachoo station. Cattle continued to be
killed. Rodney and Dick having recovered from their illness,
Dempster sent the police, under Corporal Edward, out on the
run again. Dempster, with troopers Tom Thumb, Bunya
Jimmy, and Rinaldo, remained at Wachoo. Corporal Edward
and his troopers were accompanied by Johnson who resided
at Wachoo. According to Dempster, Johnson went with the
detachment for the purpose of showing “the near ways
through the bush”.3?

Some days later Dempster received a letter from super-
intendent Duncombe of Yamboukal, Hall’s upper station,
that Aborigines were killing and disturbing cattle there. It
appears that Johnson, who was then in the company of
Corporal Edward and his troopers, had met the person
carrying the letter on the Balonne below Surat, and had
opened and read the letter addressed to Dempster. Johnson
had then persuaded the police to accompany him with
Duncombe into an Aboriginal camp at Yamboukal only one
mile from- the court of petty sessions at Surat. There a
collision occurred in which a number of Aborigines were
killed.?!

Although Johnson and Corporal Edward’s detachment had
not returned to Wachoo, on receipt of Duncombe’s letter
Dempster with troopers Tom Thumb, Bunya Jimmy, and
Rinaldo - started for . Yamboukal.?? Fulford wrote to
Dempster on 13 May 1852 regarding the collision between
Johnson. with the Native Police and Aborigines at the
Yamboukal camp:

It is one of the most particular instructions I have, never to
allow the Police to go after Blacks with any white persons
whatever unless they have one of their officers with them. I have
committed a great fault in allowing them to go after the blacks
with Mr. Johnson, as they have been induced to go into the Camp
at Yamboukal, and from the evidence which I can get, I am sorry
to say there is a very strong case which I should not be at all
surprised, will lead both myself and you, with Mr. Johnson into a
mess. The Police must not on any account whatever be permitted
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to go after Blacks without an Officer with them, not even in the
case of murder, because they may be induced by either foolish or
designing persons to fire on Blacks who are perfectly innocent of
the offences laid to their charge.33

Fulford, knowing that Dempster and three of his men were
sick, sent enough quinine to last four days and requested
Dempster to start at once by easy stages for Hall’s station
where, if possible, he was to patrol. A large number of
Aborigines were in that neighbourhood, disturbing the cattle.
Fulford warned Dempster that before attacking these men he
must have good proof that they were the actual offenders,
and referred to the instructions issued by the commandant to
sergeants in charge of detachments.34

.Dempster and his troopers met Johnson and the detach-
ment at Werribone, Hall’s lower station. They then proceeded
to Yamboukal where cattle still were being killed. For the
next ten days rain fell heavily. Horses were unable to travel
over the heavy ground. It was not until 31 May that
Dempster was able to go out on the run where cattle had
been killed. He found two deserted camps containing the
remains of freshly slaughtered cattle and followed tracks to
another camp from where Aborigines ran on hearing the
approach of the police patrol. Dempster reported that this
camp was situated in such an impenetrable scrub as to
prevent the apprehension of any of the Aborigines, even if
the police had come upon them unheard.

Rations of the detachment had become short and the
police returned to Yamboukal. There Dempster found a
letter -for him from Ogilvie’s superintendent, Hazard, stating
that Aborigines were amongst his cattle again. Dempster
returned to Wachoo. One of Dempster’s horses was lost on
the first day after his arrival there. At sunrise on the second
morning, some of the Aborigines from Fitzgerald’s station,
Warroo, came and informed Dempster that during the night
the “Myall Blacks’ had come to Warroo and speared to death
five Aborigines, including a boy and two women, and
wounded others. Dempster and his detachment immediately
proceeded in pursuit of the murderers. After following their
tracks for about thirty miles, the police came to their en-
campment “in a nearly impassable Bendis scrub”.

The Aborigines had either seen or heard the police before
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they came upon the camp. Police saw some of the Aborigines
running away wearing ‘“nearly new white shirts”. In the camp
they found some new knives, a great quantity of fat, and a
lot of beef only recently killed. That night the police horses
had to be tied up for want of feed and water. The next day
the tracks of the Aborigines were followed, but at-night the
police were forced to leave the tracks. Three days were then
spent before the police got out of the scrub, and on the
fourth day they arrived at Werribone.3% -

Meanwhile, troopers Bunya Jimmy and Rinaldo, who
Dempster previously . had despatched with a report, had
arrived at Wondai Gumbal and on 8 June 1852 Fulford had
written to Dempster recalling his detachment to the barracks.
Fulford wrote that Dempster’s section was the only dis-
posable force Fulford then had to do the duty of. the whole
district; and the people on the Balonne could not be allowed
to monopolize its entire use. Dempster had patrolled the
Balonne River for nearly two months. Fulford also wrote.
that he did not have a single man at Wondai Gumbal who was
not. ill. Fulford asked Dempster to be very economical to
enable the former to make up for the extra rations he was
obliged to. use at the barracks “having so many gins and
supernumeraries to keep”. Fulford could not send shirts that
had been requested by Dempster nor white trousers as “this
is the season when the men ought to wear their blue ones”.>®
Fulford sent a dozen pipes by the postman to Yamboukal.
Dempster consequently proceeded to’ Wondai Gumbal
barracks where he expressed his approbation of the conduct
of his men throughout his patrol.

On receiving Fulford’s report, Walker wrote to the colonial
secretary regretting that he had not the power to remove
Dempster at once ‘“‘as his offence was a very dangerous one”’.
The sergeant had sent the Native Police away from the only
protection they had, as their evidence “was not admissible in
a Court of Justice”. According to Walker, the affray at Surat
was of a “doubtful nature’ and the native troopers had com-
plained of ill-usage from Europeans. Walker added that the
bench of magistrates at Surat had held an enquiry, the result
of which was unknown to him.>? As late as 1857 T.G.
Rusden in the Legislative Council asked a question on the

77



Disapproval of Walker’s Management

killing of station Aborigines by Native Police in 1852. His
statement brought replies from Walker who supplied the
facts, and from Marshall who pointed out how easy it was to
make statements without foundation.>®

When authority for the discharge of Dempster was sent to
Walker, the latter was informed that, while it was not
thought expedient to authorize him to discharge non-
commissioned officers from the corps at his own discretion,
there was no objection to his suspending from duty at once
any non-commissioned officer who misconducted himself,
subject to confirmation of the governor general upon the case
being reported.?? :

The killing of station Aborlglnes at Yamboukal in the
Maranoa district during his absence in Sydney was only one
of Walker’s troubles. On 26 April 1852, William Forster (later
colonial secretary for New South Wales) had written a letter
from Gin Gin station, Wide Bay, to the colonial secretary
containing charges against Walker in his capacity ‘“as com-
mandant of the Black Police”.*® Forster had forwarded a
copy of this letter addressed to “the Commandant of the
Black Police, Burnett River”. Forster reported that three
times within the last month his shepherds had been attacked
by Aborigines, their lives endangered, and sheep taken from
them. He had not advised the “Officers of the Black Police”
of these occurrences because.he knew from his neighbours
that requests for assistance had been lately disregarded. The
previous year when a flock had .been taken, Marshall had
visited Forster’s station. However, finding the greater part of
the sheep had been set free and recovered previous to his
arrival, Marshall made no effort to capture the depredators,
although they were supposed to be concerned with the
murder of the late Gregory Blaxland at Gin Gin station, then
named Tirroan station. Forster had been informed that
Marshall did not believe the flock, not being then in the
possession of the Aborigines, had been taken at all and that
Marshall thought he had been summoned without occasion.

Forster wished to impress on the government that the
efficiency of the Native Police was by. no means as great as it
had been represented to be and a feeling was gaining ground
in the Wide Bay and Burnett districts that they were very
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mischievous. Their sojourn on certain stations in many
instances had been followed by Aboriginal outrages. In this
Forster - instanced the murders of Clarke and Trevethan.
Forster made the following charges which he declared he
could substantiate: -

1. Promiscuous intercourse between the native women of the
two districts and the Native Police, if not encouraged, was
not prevented. Troopers had been infected with venereal
disease.*' The women had acted as spies and messengers
for various tribes and were commonly offered as bribes to
conciliate the favour and -mitigate the hostility of powerful
antagonists.

2. Officers of the Native Police delegated their functions to
their sergeants..

3. The commandant and his offlcers took upon themselves to
decide whether warrants which had been issued.should be
executed or not. Forster instanced Marshall’s release after
formal enquiry of an Aborigine apprehended under a
warrant and Walker’s seizing a number of local Aborigines
who had been working on a vessel and lodging them in the
Maryborough lock-up without making any charge, before.
proceeding to Fraser’s Island. Walker was claimed to have
given an order to the chief constable to detain them for a
few days. (This presumably was to prevent their being
taken away on the vessel’s departure.)

4. The. commandant had been intoxicated on several
occasions.

5. The Native Police were in the habit of attaching themselves
to certain favoured localities or stations generally not
situated in the disturbed portions of the two districts.
Individual preferences appeared to influence the officers
on these selections. Forster claimed the northern frontier
of Wide Bay had been visited twice only since the arrival of
the police and only for a short time on both occasions.

R i

~ Forster concluded by attributing to Walker the degrada-
tion of the corps but did not infer the evil would be remedied

by his removal. Some form of local control Forster con-
sidered necessary. (Forster before the 1856 Select Committee
stated: “I have been accused of having had a strong feeling
against Mr. Walker. myself, but to my knowledge I never saw
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the man in my life.””)%?2

The murder of Adolphus Henry Trevethan, referred to by
Forster, had occurred at Rawbelle station at 9 a.m. on the
last Tuesday in March 1852. At the same time a Chinese
employee was also murdered and about seventeen hundred
sheep driven away. The deaths were reported by David
Archer of Coonambula to clerk of petty sessions K.
MacKenzie at Gayndah.*3 Archer had heard that Marshall
and his men were lately seen on their way there. Mr. ].
Thompson had gone to the Dawson to report the death to
Lieutenant Murray. On 20 May 1854 an Aborigine named
Davy, who had been committed for trial by the Gayndah
bench and escorted to Brisbane by Native Police,** was
convicted at.the Circuit Court at Brisbane for the wilful
murder of Trevethan and sentenced to death.*> The sentence
was carried out by hanging at Brisbane on 22 August 1854.%¢

Aborigines had threatened the occupiers of Rawbelle
station before Trevethan’s death. On 4 February 1852 about
two hundred Aborigines appeared and some twelve of them
came to within seventy yards of -the hut. William Trevethan,
nephew of A.H. Trevethan, asked an Aborigine called
Killamarrie what he wanted. The latter made no answer and
commenced beating a stick against a stump. Trevethan then
went into the store for a gun and on returning to the hut,
Killamarrie threw a waddy at him. Trevethan went into the
hut and loaded his gun and then went out on to the verandah
with a man named Walker. Aborigines Killamarme, Jacky,
Peter, Davy, and the Doctor each threw a spear at them.
Trevethan and Walker then fired at Killamarrie but did not
hit him. Some men in a hut about one hundred yards away
then called to Trevethan to escort them to his hut. On
Trevethan’s doing this, the Aborigines rushed into the
vacated hut and took everything out of it — blankets, quart
and pint pots, flour, tea, sugar, mutton, and other things.
Another party of Aborigines went and drove away thirty
sheep to the scrub. At the same time, five Aborigines near the
occupied hut threw spears and waddys whenever anyone
attempted to leave it. After remaining about three hours, the
Aborigines went to the wool shed on the opposite side of the
river and took from the shed fifty pairs of shears and two
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pairs of blankets.*’

Publicly expressed differences of opinion existed between
Walker and a number of other stockholders in the Buyrnett
district as to the policies which should be adopted by the
Native Police and the settlers towards the Aborigines. The
controversy appears to have originated when Walker wrote to
the colonial secretary on 1 March 1852. Walker had referred
to the causes of difference and expressed his opinions as to
the policy that ought to be adopted by the government and
the Native Police Force towards both northern settler and
Aborigine. He instanced the sanguinary views of three settlers
who considered it necessary and the duty of the government
" to evince a certain amount of vindictiveness. against the
Aborigines. He .also referred to occasions when he and his
officers had been prevented from obtaining evidence. Walker
stated that the system adopted by many settlers of not allow-
ing the Aborigines access to their stations was; in his opinion,
the principal cause of outrages.*®

Practically all the squatters of the Burnett and Wide Bay
districts had kept the Aborigines off their stations but in
course of time allowed them to remain. William Butler
Tooth, then M.P. and who had formed stations in the Wide
Bay district, stated before the 1858 Select Committee that as
soon as Walker came with a company of police, the squatters
agreed to let the Aborigines in at their stations, but before
that they dared not to do it.*?

William Archer before the 1858 Select Committee stated
their plan always had been to allow the first tribe they found
on the station when they occupied it to remain on it. They
got information from the tribe as to the movements of the
tribes outside. They knew that the Aborigines might revenge
themselves, as a result of misconduct of servants, upon a
family adopting this scheme. However, he thought if every
person would allow Aborigines to remain on his station, there
would be less danger — the natives would not be so disposed
to commit aggression. He would prohibit the meetings of two
or three tribes “for certain religious purposes of their own”
at places where white people were. “Where such large
numbers of Blacks are located for any length of time, their
food gets scarce, and then they attack and kill the shepherds
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in order to get at the sheep.”>°

- A copy of Walker’s report was laid before the Legislative
Council and appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald on 16
June 1852. Fifteen stockholders on the Burnett River wrote
to the colonial secretary on 24 July 1852, to place on record
their dissent from Walker’s conclusions and their disbelief of
the statements on which they were founded. A copy of this
letter appeared also in the Sydney Morning Herald. The
stockholders indignantly denied that such sanguinary views as
had been attributed to northern settlers were generally enter-
tained by them, nor did they consider it “necessary and the
duty of the Government to evince a certain amount of
vindictiveness against the blacks”.

The settlers challenged Walker to produce the names of the
three to whom he had attributed “certain very extraordinary
sentiments”, and to particularize the cases in which he and
his subalterns had been prevented from obtaining evidence.
They stated it was a notorious and disgraceful fact that in-
numerable warrants on capital charges, granted by local
magistrates against well-known Aborigines, repeatedly had
been placed in the hands of officers of the Native Police who
generally had failed to execute them or even to attempt to
enforce them. It was no wonder, they wrote, that complain-
ants had grown tired of trying to produce evidence on which
the police could legally act. The stockholders sought an
enquiry into the proceedings, both of the Native Police and
the settlers, towards the Aborigines.

With regard to the system adopted by many settlers of not
allowing the Aborigines access to their stations, which Walker
had held to be the principal cause of the outrages, the stock-
holders stated this was not borne out by facts, as it was too
well known that most of the murders and outrages per
petrated “by these savages” had taken place on stations to
which they had been admitted and where they were supposed
to be on friendly terms with the residents. They alluded to
the murders of Blaxland and his two shepherd boys at
Tirroan station, of Trevethan at Rawbelle station, of
Wilkins’s two servants at Yenda station, and of shepherds
serving Humphreys and Herbert of Wetheron, Corfield of
Gigoomgan, and Murray of Wulooga respectively, as a few of
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many instances contradictory to Walker’s observations on
this point.

The writers had little hope that the force would be ever
useful “without a complete reform of its present defective
management which seems to us to be in a great degree owing
to that unlimited confidence reposed in the commandant by
His Excellency the Governor General”. In conclusion, the
stockholders regretted that the government had adopted
“without discouragement, the caluminous misrepresentations
of an individual -against a large and respectable
community”.’ ! -

Walker read the Burnett stockholders’ letter in the Sydney
Morning Herald and replied to it in a letter to the colonial
secretary on 1 October 1852 on the eve of leaving
Callandoon for the Pine river.’? He expected the stock-
holders’ letter probably had been sent to him for explana-
tion, although it had not been received. He referred to the
inconsistency of certain of the writers, instancing the cases of
Herbert, who had stated in another-letter that everything the
Native Police could do as a legal force had been done by
them, and Mactaggart, who had written that the police ought
to be a military and not a police force.

In a further letter dated 20 October 1852, Walker denied
saying that sanguinary views were generally entertained by
northern settlers and denied as well the charge that officers
of the. Native Police had generally failed to execute or even
attempt enforcing warrants.>3 On the Macintyre, Walker
stated, each of the five murderers of Edward Bradley was
either killed trying to evade capture or apprehended, except
Boney who had died. Many other men accused on oath of
murder or felony also had been killed while resisting the
police. On the Condamine, the murderer of Ferrett’s man was
killed. Walker cited the attempts of the Native Police to
apprehend Aborigines who had murdered Europeans prior to
the arrival of the Native Police — the men who had murdered
eleven Europeans on the Condamine in 1849. He referred to
the action taken in relation to the murders mentioned by the
Burnett stockholders.

According to Walker, one of the murderers of Corfield’s
shepherds had been apprehended by Sergeant Major Dolan,
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but was liberated by the local magistrates at Gayndah
because Corfield had neglected to prosecute. Walker also
referred to instances where murderers, who could not be
apprehended, had been killed by the Native Police. He stated
it was difficult at times to apprehend Europeans who had
committed felony or murder. He said that frequently months
had elapsed before those offenders were brought to justice:
“This difficulty is naturally much greater when the offenders
are wild savages and it is possible that some may never be
apprehended but there is no reason to accuse the Native
Police of unwillingness to capture them.” It appeared to him
strange that four magistrates of the territory should place
their signatures to such a misrepresentation.

Walker felt sure the governor general would not consent to
an enquiry being suddenly instituted when he would have to
answer charges of which he previously had no idea. He con-
sidered the settlers ought at least to make their charges first.
In older districts, Walker stated, successful attempts had been
made to conciliate the Aborigines. The facts mentioned in
the settlers’ letter, Walker added, did not prove as incorrect
his opinion that the system of not allowing Aborigines at the
stations was the principal cause of the outrages. If it was
justifiable for the settlers to make the Aborigines feel their
strength, it was equally justifiable for the Aborigines to
retaliate.

To FitzRoy, this report appea.red to be a perfectly satis-
factory refutation of the statements contained in the settlers’
letter. As the receipt of this letter had been merely acknow-
ledged, he did not think it necessary to take any further steps
which would only have the effect of continuing the con-
troversy. 54

Attacked by settlers for his defectlve management of the
Native Police, Walker was to be confronted with more
trouble over the increased strength of the force voted by the
Legislative Council for 1852. More native policemen had to
be found and recruiting expeditions southwards occupied
time which the officers of the corps, in view of the com-
plaints of non-assistance, could not afford. Local Aborigines
therefore had to be recruited. This produced further com-
plaints from those settlers already using certain Aboriginal
labour.
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Continued Aboriginal
Attacks in 1852

Most of the forty-eight Aborigines recruited during 1852 to
increase the strength of the Native Police Corps were tribes-
men from the Barwon, Balonne, Namoi, Condamine, and
Macintyre areas.’ Only a few had been previously employed
by Europeans. The recruits were drilled by Sergeant Major
Dolan who reported to Walker they had been attentive to
drill, orderly in barracks, and respectful to those placed over
them. Dolan had refrained from harshness, severity, and bad
temper to the recruits. Twenty-two of the men had never
crossed a horse’s back and soon could sit their horses in a
good trot. The men were well drilled on foot and had a
knowledge of the use of carbines, swords, saddles, and
bridles. They had become cleaner and smarter and some had
cast off their drowsy habits. Dolan had no hesitation in
saying that if they were kindly and well treated they would
make good policemen.?

Those who had been “broken in”3 by squatters were
desirable recruits. Naturally, the squatters who generally were
short of servants did not wish to lose these men to the police.
Henry Hughes, M.L.C., wrote to the colonial secretary on 20
July 1852, enclosing a letter he had received from a squatter
named Wilkie, on the lower Condamine, complaining of
Walker’s practice of obtaining Native Police recruits who
were in the private service of Wilkie and others. Wilkie
particularly mentioned the case of Bungaree, an educated
Aborigine in his service.* Hughes considered that if this
system were persisted in no good feeling could exist between
Walker and the squatters, thus preventing “that hearty co-
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operation between them which was desirable for the efficient
performance of the duty for which that Corps was specially
appointed”.®

Colonial Secretary Deas Thomson wrote to Walker
privately, stating it was most desirable that the practice
should be discontinued. Walker replied to.this letter, denying
Bungaree’s enlistment in the roll of forty-eight recruits
forwarded to the auditor general and colonial treasurer. He
had never seen Bungaree or Wilkie, but admitted that he had
been told in 1849 that Bungaree wished to join the Native
Police. He had been informed also that Bungaree was
educated at the Sydney College, taking most of the prizes
there, by the late Stephen Coxen who had intended to send
him to one of the English universities. In July 1851, Walker
stated, he had instructed Sergeant Skelton to take Bungaree,
who was then a hired servant of Colin MacKenzie, to
Callandoon ‘if Bungaree was still insisting to serve the
Queen”. Sergeant Major Dolan had reported later  that
Bungaree had finished his agreement with MacKenzie and had
gone to Wilkie. Walker had told Dolan to write to Bungaree
and tell him he might join the police if he liked. Walker
thought that Bungaree, a free British subject, was able to
decide for himself and that, if any man had a right to control
him, it would be Charles Coxen who could be considered his
guardian. Walker considered that Wilkie’s idea, that Bungaree
was his property, was slavery. Walker instanced that he had
no legal power to keep ninety-six men 1n the queen’s service.
They could leave that service in a minute.®

After writing this reply, Walker requested Sergeant MaJor
Dolan to make an official report. Dolan reported that on 29
January 1852 he had met Bungaree about five miles from
Wilkie’s station. Bungaree saild he had written to the
commandant requesting employment as a trooper and after
returning from a three weeks’ trip with cattle to Ipswich, he
would come in to join the corps on the understanding he
would receive £10 a year with rations. Dolan, on arriving at
Wilkie’s station, had informed Wilkie of his conversation with
Bungaree and Wilkie had said that Bungaree would not do for
the police force. Dolan stated that Bungaree had not joined
the corps up to the time of making his report.”
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However Bungaree had been engaged by Fulford at Wondai
Gumbal. This was revealed when Fulford wrote to Walker on
12 November 1852.% In February 1852, after receiving a
letter addressed by Wilkie to Walker which he had not sent
on, Fulford had seen Wilkie and promised him, as well as
telling Bungaree, that Bungaree was not to leave until the fat
cattle were taken down to Ipswich. Bungaree after doing this
had to gather cattle at Wilkie’s run for Coxen and drive them
to Bunbyan. Wilkie had paid Bungaree his wages and settled
with him before he started. After delivery of the cattle at
Coxen’s, Coxen had lent Bungaree a horse for the purpose of
getting to the police -barracks. Fulford stated he had seen
Wilkie since then. Wilkie had seemed pleased that Bungaree
was well satisfied.

Upon hearing from Lieutenant Blandford that Wilkie had
complained, Fulford personally had engaged Bungaree on
wages at the rate of £25 per year until such time as Walker
arrived at Wondai Gumbal. Fulford reported to Walker he
had done this “so that you can answer that he is my servant
and you have nothing to do with him”. Apparently Fulford
and Walker then were on very friendly terms and Fulford was
endeavouring to shield Walker or both Walker and himself.

A copy of Walker’s report was sent by the colonial
secretary to Henry Hughes, M.L.C., who passed .it on to
Wilkie. On 18 November 1852, Hughes informed the colonial
secretary that Wilkie was far from satisfied with Walker’s
letter of explanation and Hughes thought that the best and
easiest remedy would be to prohibit all recruiting in the
districts where the force might be stationed.” FitzRoy
thought it was sufficient for the commandant to be in-
structed not to recruit any of the Aborigines who were in the
service of the settlers.'® .

-On 25 January 1853 Walker replied informing the colonial
secretary that no Aborigine had ever been taken from the
service of Europeans with his consent unless it was with the
consent or at the request of the settlers.! ! He was only aware
of one having been taken without his knowledge: Bimligo,
who had absconded. When Walker knew of this, he had not
discharged Bimligo for he had previously witnessed the cruel
treatment Bimligo had been subjected to. Walker then
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enclosed the reports he had received from his officers on
Bungaree’s employment.

Walker stated he could not suppose that his excellency
objected to Aborigines joining the police because once they
had been in the employment of some European, or to
Walker’s right to enlist anyone he found out of employment.
If such should be the case and had such an order been given
to him in 1848, it would have amounted to an order not to
raise. a Native Police Force. Walker added that he had never
departed from his original plan of not employing Aborigines
in their own country.

FitzZRoy thought that Walker had taken a correct view of
the intentions of the government respecting the recruiting of
the Native Police and that the letters of Wilkie to the com-
mandant of 20 February 1852 and of Fulford of 12
November 1852 showed very clearly that Bungaree was
enlisted with Wilkie’s written consent if not actually at his
request.’?

Shortly after Walker’s return to Callandoon from Sydney
in July 1852, he was requested by the colonial secretary to
detach a party of Native Police to the Pine River, north of
Brisbane, at once if he had any available from the Moreton
and Wide Bay divisions of the force. Walker delayed
answering this letter until he was in a position to inform the
colonial secretary what could be done.!® The Wide Bay
division had not arrived at Callandoon. Articles for the new
recruits had arrived at Brisbane on 14 August but were not
expected at Callandoon until 18 September. It was not
expected that the new recuits would have the sense of duty
of peace officers until amalgamated with the original nucleus
of Native Police. Walker thought also that the new recruits
should not be subjected to the temptation of towns. Walker’s
reply on 4 September 1852 stated it had been arranged for
the original fourth section of the Native Police to start from
Wondai Gumbal for Brisbane on 4 October. The new recruits
would proceed from Callandoon under Lieutenant Blandford
and Sergeant Major Dolan — one party to be mingled with
the second section at Wondai Gumbal and the other with the
first and third then in the districts of Burnett and Wide Bay.
Walker added that, as the Native Police would not act unless
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they were under the orders of their own officers, an officer
must proceed to the Pine River. As he wished to arrange
accounts with the Ipswich agent for the Native Police, he had
resolved upon going himself. The Ipswich agent was Richard
Gill, storekeeper, saddler, and postmaster.

From October 1852 to March 1853, Walker and the fourth
section were in thé Moreton Bay district in the neighbour-
hood of Brisbane. Lieutenants Marshall (first section) and
Murray (third section) were in the Burnett and Wide Bay
districts respectively and Fulford at Wondai Gumbal with the
fifth section and also in charge of part of the sixth on the
Dawson. Blandford appears to have been attached to
Callandoon.! 4

In the Burnett district a site for Native Police barracks had
been selected and early in 1852 a contract made with Adam
Grant for the erection of buildings at a cost of £150. These
consisted of the commandant’s house, a kitchen, a sergeant’s
hut, a police barracks, and an armoury.!® Traylan was the
name of the new police station. It was situated on the
Burnett River about six miles north of the present township
of Eidsvold.!®

From the Wide Bay district, a number of requests for
Native Police assistance had been addressed during 1852 to
Lieutenant Marshall, the senior officer on the most northerly
frontier of pastoral settlement.

J. C. Mackay of Dalgangal, when travelling to Sydney, had
been detained at Yululah, Maryborough until 2 March 1852,
awaiting the arrival and departure of the Elizabeth Jane at
the “Boiling Down” on the Mary. Shortly before Mackay
boarded the vessel on his departure, he was informed that
Walker’s hut near the “Boiling Down”’, where three Chinese
servants of Mackay’s were quartered, had been attacked by
Aborigines and two of the Chinamen killed. Mackay went to
the hut and found the two victims only badly wounded,
although one was not expected to recover. The Aborigines
had left them for dead. Before his departure, Mackay wrote
requesting the police to come to Maryborough to give the.
Aborigines a lesson as the attack was unprovoked.!? |

On John Stephen Ferriter’s station, Toomcul, a shepherd
was killed and a flock of sixteen hundred sheep taken during
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January 1852. Ferriter acknowledged the “‘energy and intre-
pidity” of the officer and men in rescuing his property.'® On
25 March 1852, he again requested that a few Native Police
troopers make their appearance, as a large party of “Salt
water” and Wide Bay Aborigines had been reported
assembled between Toomcul and Widgee Widgee for the
purpose of taking sheep. Numerous fires seen in that
direction had indicated the truth of this report.!® Shortly
after this request, Ferriter reported that a large meeting of
Aborigines had been held within fifteen miles of his head
station.2® Ferriter’s request was followed by an appeal for
assistance by William Taylor, superintendent for William B.
Tooth of Widgee Widgee where cattle had been killed and
scattered in all directions.?’ :

At the same time W. O’Grady Haly reported that
Aborigines were assembled also in large numbers near
Taabinga.2? On that station, ‘“strange’ Aborigines had been
surrounding shepherds’ huts and taking sheep from the
hurdles at night for some time. One hutkeeper, a Chinaman,
had been beaten on the back and arms with a nulla nulla, and
the hut robbed of tea, sugar, flour, tobacco, knives, and
clothing.

Six weeks later, John Landsborough at Teningering wrote
informing Walker that Neddie, the murderer of Blaxland, and
Billy Barlow alias Boomer, a notorious stock stealer, had
arrived the previous day on his station. Landsborough
thought that if they could be made an example of the
remainder of the Aborigines from Gin Gin station, who were
with Neddie and Barlow, would not be feared. Eleven days
later, Landsborough again wrote that these Aborigines were
stealing sheep at every opportunity although Aborigines
belonging to the run and engaged in shepherding sheep were
behaving very well?23 A fortnight later Landsborough,
thinking that Walker may not have received his letters, wrote
to Marshall for assistance.?? Neddie, Billie Barlow, and their
companions then were camped close to the scrub and as
opportunity offered came “out on the sheep like native
dogs”. On 24 September, Landsborough was still reporting
sheep losses caused by Aborigines under the leadership of
Neddy.?5 It was not until 26 November that Lieutenant
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Murray appeared on Teningering station to take information
on oath for the issue of warrants against the Aborigines
concerned.? ¢

In July 1852, Tooth & Co. of Widgee Widgee had com-
plained of the system of cattle killing on their stations since
the police came to the district, because the Aborigines found
there was less danger of detection in killing cattle than by
carrying sheep off in thousands. Tooth stated that, as there
were no other stations carrying cattle in the district,
Aborigines from neighbouring sheep stations were killing his
cattle.2”

On 30 August 1852, William Henry Walsh of Degilbo
wrote informing Lieutenant Marshall that a Chinese named
Na Tean, who had absconded from his station, had been
murdered by Aborigines on the roadside within a few miles
of Maryborough. Aborigines had been observed wearing the
deceased’s clothes.?® Marshall made inquiries of E. B. Uhr,
who investigated the death, and Dr. Palmer, who held a post-
mortem. Both stated there was no proof to show the China-
man had been murdered by Aborigines.??

Walsh, on 14 September 1852, wrote again to Marshall
complaining that a Native Police trooper, who had delivered a
message to Degilbo, had entered a hut and stolen twenty
shillings in silver, a knife, and other articles.?® Three months
later Walsh wrote to Lieutenant Murray complaining of
Aborigines under Neddy attacking a shepherd and stealing his
flock. Walsh stated it was only when the police were or just
had been in his immediate neighbourhood that he was ever
molested by Aborigines.3!

On 21 September, James Leith Hay of Glgoomgan gave
information on oath before Marshall that a Chinese shepherd
“Ang Chew” had reported his flock had been attacked by
Aborigines.32

On 2 November, Hay wrote to Marshall33 reportmg that
his blackboy had come to him stating that a rein belonging to
his bridle had been removed and another put in its place.
Some days later pieces of rein from which a buckle had been
removed were found under a bush. Consequently Hay had
examined the accoutrements of Sergeant Lawless of the
Native Police who had been living in the saddle room from
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where the rein was taken. Lawless recently had repaired his
surcingle on which was found a buckle corresponding exactly
with the buckle on the remaining rein and which fitted
exactly the rein which had been missing. Lawless, formerly of
the military, evidently had no inhibition as regards the means
of keeping his accoutrements in repair. Whether he was
permitted to remain in Hay’s saddle room is unknown.

On 9 December 1852, Gordon Sandeman of Burrandowan
wrote to Lt. John Murray asking that a sergeant and a few
troopers be sent to that station with the least possible delay.
Sandeman’s Chinamen were on the ‘“eve of a rupture again
having no doubt heard of all of Mr. Ivory’s [a neighbouring
station owner] having absconded”.34

Murray had trouble in his own fourth division of the force
during the same month. On 19 December, Murray wrote to
Commandant Walker reporting that on that day about 5 p.m.
he had arrived at Bouverie’s station, Mundubbera, and found
Sergeant Kerr and Corporal Thomas Hindmarsh still there.
Murray previously had ordered Kerr with the section under
Murray’s command to proceed from Gayndah to Bouverie’s
station and then to go to David Archer’s Coonambula station.
Murray twice ordered Kerr, who was intoxicated, to mount
and follow his men who already had departed for Archer’s
station. Kerr refused on both occasions, replying: “No, I
must go to the public house for some grog.” Kerr also said
that after the first of the next month he would be no longer
in the Police Force and would disobey Murray’s orders. Kerr
invited Murray to put him under arrest, taking off his
accoutrements saying: ‘“Two minutes will serve to undo a
Sergeant of Native Police any time.” Kerr then became
abusive and Murray said: “I should be compelled to put you
in handcuffs for being drunk and disorderly.” Kerr defied
Murray who told him that he could only deliver up his
accoutrements to Murray at the barracks. Corporal Hind-
marsh, who was also under the influence of spirits, obeyed
Murray’s order to mount his horse and go with Murray to
Archer’s station.?S

At 9 p.m. that night at Archer’s, Murray visited the men’s
camp where he was accosted by Corporal Hindmarsh who
was still under. the influence of drink. On being told by
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Murray that he should be put in handcuffs, Hindmarsh ran to
his saddle, taking up a pair of handcuffs and shaking them in
Murray’s face, saying: “I don’t care for you. You have no
business to speak to Sergeant Kerr that way. I tell all Police-
men you no good.” Murray roared: “Silence.” Hindmarsh
replied: “No, I won’t silence, I’ll talk to you.” Murray
refused to put Hindmarsh in handcuffs informing him his
conduct would be reported to headquarters. Sergeant Kerr
who also was at the camp was still intoxicated and very
abusive. Murray added in his report that there was a
mutinous feeling in the camp that night, chiefly caused by
Kerr’s conversation with the men and his mutinous example.
On 20 May 1853, Walker wrote to the colonial secretary
recommending the acceptance of the resignations of
Sergeants Richard Kerr and Patrick Lawless.3® R. P. Marshall
stated before the 1856 Select Committee that out of thirteen
sergeants who were employed in his time there were only
three efficient men. The only men who were found useful as
white sergeants were men who had formerly served in the old
Mounted Police. It was on his recommendation that sub-
lieutenants were substituted for the white sergeants. He
thought that the native troopers would look with more
respect on those who associated with gentlemen than on
those who associated with the labouring men at the stations
they visited and who were continually getting drunk and
setting a bad example. He said the Aborigines were very
imitative and even followed the manners of a man they had
been with for any length of time.3”

In the Maranoa district during the latter half of 1852
Native Police patrols clashed with Aborigines. Sergeant
Dempster, who up to then had not been suspended from the
force, following Fulford’s instructions of 3 August 1852, left
Wondai Gumbal barracks for the Balonne River with
Corporal Larry and troopers Donald, Dick, Rodney, C.
Simon, and Rinaldo.?® After encamping for the first night on
Tchanning Creek, the detachment headed for FitzRoy
Downs. Near Wallumbilla Creek recent tracks of cattle were
observed with tracks of Aborigines in pursuit of them. As
rain threatened, the detachment made for the creek but were
forced to encamp before reaching it. Heavy rain forced the
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detachment to stay there for two days. On breaking camp the
detachment travelled only two to three miles when fresh
Aboriginal trails were found. Following these tracks about
two miles they found the recently deserted Aboriginal camp.
Following tracks the detachment first came in sight of four
women and later two men who did not see the patrol. They
also heard a tomahawk being used. Later camps were found
but, as there were no signs in those camps of offences com-
mitted, the Aborigines were not disturbed.

On finding a further camp trooper Rinaldo just avoided a
boomerang thrown at him by an ex-trooper, Pnam, who had
deserted the police at Callandoon. Rinaldo shot Priam as he
was picking up nulla nullas and spears. Another Aborigine
threw a nulla nulla at trooper Rodney, just missing his head
as he bent low on his horse. Rodney then shot him also.

The patrol then proceeded on its journey, crossing the
Bungil and Yulebone Creeks to the Mucadilla. The state of
the country after the heavy rain caused the patrol to go on to
the Balonne. At Ogilvie’s station, Wachoo, the “Cubba
Galoes” tribesmen were killing cattle. Next day the patrol
started in pursuit, but at night the horses were startled by
something and split into four or five mobs. The patrol was
detained three days finding them. The patrol consequently
returned to Wachoo and thence proceeded down the Balonne
River, visiting the stations of Dangar, Loder, Baldwin, Ezzy,
and Grover respectively. At Ezzy’s and Grover’s stations,
cattle had been killed by Aborigines and some on an adjoin-
ing run were seen with spears in them. The patrol was out for
three days on Ezzy’s run without seeing fresh Aboriginal
tracks. Further heavy rain caused the patrol to retum to
Ezzy’s hut.

The patrol then made its way up the river again to Ogilvie’s
station, armiving there on the evening of 2 September. Thirty-
five of the Cubba Galoes tribe then were encamped about
two hundred yards from the back of the station hut. They
had been there for four or five days. The second day after the
patrol’s armval, these tribesmen went out and returned with
fresh beef. The station Aborigines joined with them in their
celebrations.

Next momning Dempster and his detachment left with the
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intention of capturing Oromondi, a notorious leader in
depredations by the Cubba Galoes. Upon coming up to the
Aboriginal camp near the station hut several waddies were
thrown at the detachment and the Aborigines then scattered
in various directions. Dempster told his men to shoot
Oromondi if they could not take him. Trooper Donald found
and chased Oromondi who threw a boomerang at Donald.
The latter flattened himself on his horse and the boomerang
grazed his back. Donald then jumped off his horse and shot
Oromondi. Three more Aborigines were shot. During this
time, Dempster was about a hundred yards from the back of
the hut. He was then informed there was a white fellow dead
at the hut. There had been only-Johnson and Abraham
Parker, the stockman, at the hut when Dempster left it.
Dempster hurried to the hut. The space under the verandah
was filled with “hut” or station Aborigines, gins and
piccaninnies. Dempster saw Johnson in front of his own door
of the hut and asked him where Abraham was. Johnson
replied he did not know. Johnson had a double-barrelled gun
in his hand and told Dempster he had fired a shot in a
different direction to Parker’s hut. Dempster went to the
other doorway of the hut where he found Abraham Parker
lying dead. Dempster then went out to the police again and
in a few minutes firing ceased. The remaining Cubba Galoes
escaped across the river. In the afternoon of that day,
Dempster counted 122 Aborigines including women and
children in the Aboriginal camp.

The wounds of the deceased Parker had been caused by
ball and buck shot. Dempster claimed this exonerated the
Police whose ammunition only was powder and ball.?®
Parker’s killer was never identified by the records. Fulford
when writing to Walker on 21 May 1852 referred to Johnson,
stating: “I know from report the man was an ass but he is a
greater fool than I took him for.”*? In his report, Dempster
stated that Corporal Larry had behaved improperly nearly
the whole of the time on this patrol, repeatedly leaving his
men on the road and in the bush despite Dempster speaking
to him about it. Larry had been sulky both with Dempster
and his men. After Parker was buried Larry left the detach-
ment and was not seen until he rejoined it at Hall’s lower
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station, Weribone.*!

Eleven days after returning to Wondai Gumbal from this
patrol, Dempster and troopers Donald, Dick, Rodney, Simon,
and Rinaldo left on a further patrol of the Maranoa
district.?2

On 9 November 1852, Fulford with Sergeant Skelton and
four troopers of the sixth division returned from the Dawson
to Wondai Gumbal barracks.?3 On 11 November, Fulford
started Sergeants Skelton and McGrath with a detachment of
Police down the Balonne.?* At Yamboukal the detachment,
accompanied by Hall’s superintendent Duncombe, followed
tracks of stock killers. These tracks led to within a quarter of
a mile of McEncroe’s hut on his station, Ockobolla. Leaving
the Native Police with McGrath, Skelton, accompanied by
Duncombe, visited McEncroe’s hut around which about a
dozen Aborigines were gathered. Skelton recognized among
them one believed to have murdered a shepherd of Scott’s on
the Dawson and two women who were on the Dawson when
Skelton recovered Scott’s sheep from Aborigines. Another
Aborigine had two separate “ball mark wounds’ and Skelton
thought he had been involved in the murder of the shepherd
and the stealing of his flock.

McEncroe, who was at the hut, informed Skelton that the
Aborigines had come there the previous day to murder him.
One Possum Murray had called out for “Peter’’, an Aborigine
McEncroe had with him in his hut. Peter went outside.
Possum Murray told Peter he had come to kill “Paddy”,
meaning McEncroe, and that Peter had to go to the camp
with him. Peter refused and Possum Murray and Peter
commenced fighting. McEncroe came to the door of the hut,
and an Aborigine threw a paddy melon stick at McEncroe,
which missed him but drove a hole through a tin dish within
a yard of him. The Aborigines had kept McEncroe ‘“bailed
up”’ inside his hut until the arrival of Skelton and Duncombe.

Skelton then brought the Native Police to the hut. The
Aborigines who had surrounded the hut ran to the creek, less
than a quarter of a mile away, to where other Aborigines
were. All then advanced towards the police, throwing: spears
and paddy melon sticks. Skelton reported he was forced to
use severe means to disperse them. Possum Murray, the

96



Continued Aboriginal Attacksin 1852

Aborigine with the ball mark wounds, and four other
Aborigines were shot before Skelton could drive the
Aborigines from the station.?5 Skelton returned to Wondai
Gumbal on 19 November, leaving McGrath on the
Balonne.*®

From 25 to 29 November, Fulford patrolled around all the
stations in the neighbourhood of Wondai Gumbal and found
all quiet. On 7 December Fulford left Wondai Gumbal to
inspect McGrath’s men and visit the Balonne stations. No
outrages had been committed on the Balonne but Fulford
found the stations in the “back country” had suffered cattle
losses. At Charles Ezzy’s station on 29 October a large
number of Aborigines, thought to be “Culgoa Blacks”, had
sneaked up on the quiet Aborigines about the hut and “killed
two blackfellows and three gins who were encamped close to
the hut”. On Loder’s run in October, bush Aborigines
thought to belong to the Culba and neighbourhood had killed
three Aborigines employed about the hut, taken away four
women, and speared one woman employed to mind the
horses at the station. Warrants were obtained to apprehend
those considered responsible.??

Fulford subsequently patrolled eighty miles down the
Culgoa and across to the Balonne and Bokhara and between
Bokhara and the Narran. He returned to Wondai Gumbal on
9 January 1853, reporting to Walker that all the men had
suffered from influenza. Corporal Billy who had taken sick
the day Fulford had reached Grovers, the lowest station on
the river, had been left at Surat.

Fulford reported that although he had been forced to
punish some of the new hands the general conduct of the
men had been good and much better than could have been
expected from new recruits.*®

During 1852 the Native Police Force had been increased in
numerical strength. Further officers were to be appointed in
1853. The management of a corps scattered remotely over
sparsely settled areas was to bring fresh troubles to its com-
mandant.
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of Walker's Letters

At Brisbane on 20 January 1853, Walker wrote to the
colonial secretary on the matter of payment of the sergeants
of Native Police.! Having previously informed the colonial
secretary during an interview that he could not procure
sergeants unless their pay was increased to £40 per annum,
Walker had promised the sergeants engaged in Apml 1852
that their pay would be increased to that sum from 1 July
1852. Walker was informed subsequently that this increase
would be placed on the supplementary estimate for 1852.
Not having heard whether the sum necessary to meet these
increases had been voted, Walker had paid each sergeant the
extra sum of £5 as guaranteed by him, out of his own salary.
Walker’s letter brought the result desired by him. He was
authorized to credit himself with the amount of the increases
he had paid.? The increases had been placed on the estimates
for 1853 but for the last half of 1852 they were charged on
the gold revenue.

On the same day that Walker’s letter was written, Fulford
at Wondai Gumbal forwarded to Walker the resignation of
Sergeant James Skelton from 31 March 1853.° Skelton
considered his pay insufficient after seeing in the newspapers
that the pay of an ordinary constable of police was about
£10 a year more than his own. He also thought his duties
were more severe and arduous than any constable’s. He
complained also that he had not received the money due to
him for the previous year in lieu of clothing while articles due
to him such as a cloak, saddle cloth, spurs, and cap had not
been sent to him. Skelton had been constantly employed and
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thought his was a hard case when he saw sergeants coming
from Callandoon fully equipped. Fulford regretted sending
Skelton’s resignation, stating it was impossible for a person to
attend to the latter’s many duties in a better manner than
Skelton had done. On 20 May 1853 Walker recommended
the acceptance of the resignations of Skelton and Sergeant
Benjamin Pincott.® Skelton later was appointed chief con-
stable first at Wambo and later at Dalby.

From early in 1853, as it was later revealed, Walker was
becoming careless in the financial accounting of the corps.
This appears to have been in keeping with his attitude to his
own personal accounts. While Walker was clerk of petty
sessions .at Tumut, he had incurred an indebtedness to store-
keeper John Strahan. This debt was only partly paid by 28
September 1849. Payments to settle the debt had been made
by the Treasury from Walker’s salary. On that date Strahan
wrote to Walker stating it was long time since Walker had
sent a few lines as promised to him.® Richard Gill, store-
keeper and postmaster of Ipswich, wrote to the colonial
secretary on 5 February 1853, informing the latter that he
held three cheques drawn by Walker, as commandant of the
Native Police, on the Bank of Australasia, all of which had
been duly presented and dishonoured. As the cheques were
all drawn on publlc accounts he thought it his duty to call
attention to them in order that they-be no longer allowed to
circulate to the discredit of the government and the injury of
individuals.®

On this letter being referred to him, Walker replied stating
that the sum, which he expected would have been paid to his
credit in the first week of January, had not been paid until
the end of that month in consequence of which many of his
cheques had been dishonoured.” He added that the sum due
to him for money expended for the use of the Native Police
in the previous September had not been paid until 1
February; many cheques subsequently presented had been
paid. Early in 1853, Lieutenant Marshall wrote to Walker
informing him that the cheque Walker had given Lieutenant
Murray for £50 had been dishonoured. He enclosed a
lawyer’s letter on the subject.® .

The system which then operated in relatlon to the Native
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Police Force was that, excepting for the pay and allowances
for the officers themselves paid into their respective personal
banking accounts, all advances on account of the force were
paid to Walker’s public account at the Bank of Australasia.
Generally, these advances were made quarterly and only for
paying the members, other than officers, of the force and for
the purchase of horses. From his public account Walker trans-
ferred an amount to the credit of the public account of each
lieutenant at the Bank of New South Wales sufficient to meet
the pay of their detachments and to buy rations for their
men during the quarter.

The sums advanced to pay the whole force were accounted
for at the end of each quarter, and those for the purchase of
horses as soon as receipts for horses bought could be pro-
cured. Horses were bought in various localities and between
some there was no postal communication.” In 1853 a new
regulation required private accounts of officers to be kept at
a bank other than where the public account was kept.

When all officers of the colony were instructed in a
circular letter dated 20 May 1853 to carry out the regulations
relating to financial accounting by them, which included the
forwarding of bank pass books periodically for the auditor
general and the sending in of vouchers monthly accounting
for expenditure, Walker wrote from Traylan on 14 July 1853
stating he could not see how, under the peculiar circum-
stances of the service in which he was employed, he could
follow the instructions.!® Walker stated that the auditor
general was welcome to inspect his pass book as often as the
auditor general could get it. Walker was very glad if he could
get it once a quarter and he seldom had it more than three
times a year. The lieutenants also complained they could
hardly ever get their pass books. As for sending vouchers
monthly accounting for expenditure, Walker stated this was
impossible unless he was allowed a clerk and four orderlies to
take them round to each officer for his signature and then
return them to him. The orderlies would have to travel about
thirty miles a day and have four horses each.

Walker pointed out he had no clerks and no office and
most of his official correspondence was written at some
station ‘“where everybody is hurrying about on his business”
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and no room or table was left for one hour at his disposal.
Walker stated he consequently went into the bush where the
troopers made a bark table and chair and the answers were
written and then forwarded by an orderly.

While he was willing to follow any instructions as to
accounts which the auditor general might give him, Walker
stated the governor general would easily perceive that they
must be very simple and only come into force on the first of
January following, to allow each officer to be informed of
the alteration.

To the colonial secretary it appeared that Walker’s letter
only required an answer instructing him to carry out the
regulations as far as the peculiar circumstances of the service
on which he was employed would allow. The initial pro-
visions of the regulations were already observed by the com-
mandant who would perceive that he was relieved from the
inconvenience of adjusting his advances on particular dates as
unexpended balances of public accounts were repaid into the
Treasury.!! FitzRoy approved of this reply to Walker who
also was informed that an advice note was forwarded to him
by the colonial treasurer whenever a sum was placed
quarterly to his public credit at the Bank of Australasia to
enable him to pay the salaries and allowances of Native Police
Corps. For the quarter ended 30 September 1853 this sum
was £1,295 4s. 6d. and it was placed to his credit on 13

August 1853.12

However, the arrangements still were not to Walker’s satis-
faction. He replied that he had always to keep the different
Native Police stations supplied six weeks in advance on
account of the difficulty in getting anything conveyed such a
distance from Sydney — ‘““a difficulty of late years very much
increased”. Walker stated that the settlers who supplied the
police with rations required to be paid without delay and he
had been much annoyed at being repeatedly dunned for these
amounts. The lieutenancy had complained “of the same
evil”. The greatest evil however, Walker wrote, was the fact
that he had to pay eight per cent for all the supplies from
Sydney — “a serious deduction from the men’s ration allow-

ance”.13

From Taromeo on 21 March 1853 Walker had written
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several letters to the colonial secretary. One of these con-
tained his report on Gill’s complaint that three of his official
cheques had been dishonoured.!* Two other letters referred
to the 1853 and 1854 estimates for the force. Forms for the
1854 estimate had been received by him by the last post
from Gayndah, but, having to perform patrols himself
through a shortage of subalterns, he wrote that he could not
make out the estimate in a proper manner without visiting
headquarters. From Taromeo, he had to visit several stations,
meet his orderly from Traylan on or about 30 March at the
Burnett Inn post office, and then proceed to Wondai Gumbal
to obtain signatures of different patrol parties. He proposed
then to go to Traylan and would forward the estimate from
there.!

Another letter stated that he had observed in the 1853
estimates that twelve additional men were allowed for the
lower Darling but he had received no orders on that point
and did not understand what were the intentions of the
government. There was no provision . for officer, non-
commissioned officer, or arms and ammunition. He recom-
mended that a section of picked men be sent there under
Murray, an experienced officer.!® This letter produced the
reply that the twelve Native Police alluded to were to be
employed under the orders of the commissioners of crown
lands in the lower Darling and Murrumbidgee districts and
not under Walker’s command.! 7 On receiving this informa-
tion Walker protested from Yabba.!® He deeply regretted he
had not been so apprised sooner, as he had fed and clothed
these twelve additional men since the first of the previous
January and he dared not dismiss them by turning them
adrift for no fault of theirs. He had the honour to advise that
his excellency had appointed him commandant of the New
South Wales Native Police and he therefore suggested that
any Aborigines employed as peace officers not under his
command should be styled native constables. He questioned
how an estimate of a force over which he had no control
could be formed, and protested against the expenses of such
a force being charged against his own force. Already he had
been annoyed sufficiently by having had attributed to his
men that which years before he had heard related of the
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Melbourne Native Police. He had no wish to bear more un-
warranted abuse.

FitzRoy considered there was no alternative under the cir-
cumstances but to -allow Walker to retain these men although
Walker had no authority for their enlistment. However he
could not sanction Walker’s addressing the government in a
disrespectful manner and directed that Walker should be
more cautious in the terms he used in future.!® Walker from
Traylan replied to this rebuke, observing there was a pre-
cedent for his error because the only intimation he received
for the raising of forty-eight additional men in 1852 was the
estimate for that year. He regretted that his excellency
should have reason to complain of the disrespectful manner
of a communication from him and assured that he would
endeavour to avoid this offence in future.?®

Officially the matter was adjusted by adding the twelve
recruits to Walker’s strength as a division of the Native Police
to be formed for Port Curtis.? !

Walker was at Traylan on 30 April 1853 when he wrote to
Fulford at Wondai Gumbal.2? Walker referred to Fulford’s
report of sixteen ‘“hut blacks” in the Maranoa district being
murdered during the first months of 1853’ by those whom
you are pleased to call Waddy Jacks, in English, Outlaws”.
Walker did not understand by what right any British subject
dare proclaim another British subject an outlaw. Walker in-
formed Fulford of his disapproval of the policy being carried
on in the Maranoa district by the settlers. Consequently he
had ordered Marshall to proceed to Wondai Gumbal.
Fulford’s attention was drawn especially to the report,
existing in the Darling Downs district in 1849 and 1850, that
settlers in the Maranoa were accompanied by some of the
Aborigines belonging to the Balonne called ‘station or hut
blacks’’. These had been styled Native Police when going out
in search of Aboriginal cattle stealers or killers. Walker had
been told this policy continued in the Maranoa district until
his arrival on the Macintyre. He drew Fulford’s attention
particularly to this as he attributed it to all the mischief that
had occurred in the Maranoa district since.

Walker then wrote that, having disapproved of the action
taken by the settlers over which he had no control, he would
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refer to the proceedings of a force over which he thought he
had some control — namely the division of Native Police
under Fulford’s command. Walker referred Fulford to four
occasions when Native Police in the Maranoa district had
fired at and killed Aborigines at stations. “The first time
under Edward and Larry at Yamboukal under circumstances
which I have no doubt will have been satisfactory to the Hon.
the Attorney General. The second time at Yamboukal when
the Native Police were inveigled into an attack upon the
Blacks for no fault that I can see, except that one of your
waddy outlaws had quarrelled with a hut Black about meat.
The affidavits in this matter must be unsatisfactory to the
Hon. the Attorney General. They were unsatisfactory to me
for I perceive that the Police that I have taken so much pains
with, have iIn that case been entrapped to commit murder.”
The third case occurred in an attempt by Sergeant Dempster
to apprehend an Aborigine named Oromundi. Walker stated
that he wished to be informed by what right Dempster had
made this attempt as Dempster had been simply told by a
settler that Oromundi was a notorious killer. Walker also
referred to “the lamentable death” of Abraham Parker on
that occasion through a disregard of Dempster’s orders. The
fourth case was the result of action taken by Sergeant
Skelton at McEncroe’s station. Walker wrote that the
evidence on which that action was taken had shown only the
commission of a common assault and referred Fulford to the
fourteenth clause of his (Walker’s) instructions to sergeants:
“if he sees an assault committed; but not if he hears of an
assault having been committed”.

Fulford on 26 August 1853 wrote to Walker that he was
extremely sorry that Walker thought there were always
disturbances taking place at his station. Fulford believed that
a recent occurrence reported by him would never have taken
place unless the men had misunderstood entirely Walker’s
orders.??

From Traylan Walker returned to his headquarters at
Callandoon where a division of the Native Police was bein ng
prepared for service in the Clarence and McLeay districts.?

The area of Native Police operations was being extended
both northwards and southwards. Additional officers were
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being appointed. On 14 February 1853, Edward Norfolk
Vaux Morisset had been appointed to be lieutenant, third
division Native Police.?® Morisset did not commence those
duties immediately. On 5 April 1853 he applied successfully
to the colonial secretary to be allowed a government pack
saddle from the colonial store as the Moreton Bay steamer
had ceased running and he therefore had to travel overland to
join the force under Walker.? ¢

At Callandoon Walker received a letter from Sergeant
Matthew McGrath written at Gayndah on 9 May 1853 refer-
ring to the resignations of Kerr, Lawless, Pincott, and
Skelton: “I understand from Sergt. Small that you are much
displeased for the sergeants leaving. I beg leave to state that
the cause of leaving is in consequence of the 8th section, as
they would do nothing but what they please, and as you have
taken them from me, I have no objection to stop if you have
any wish.”?? Walker noted McGrath’s letter: “If Sgt.
McGrath cannot command the 8th he is unfit to take charge
of any section. The 8th were delivered to him by the Sgt.
Major at Callandoon for duty and were especially approved
of by me. Sgt. McGrath has returned them to me in very bad
order and disorganized.”?® McGrath subsequently resigned.
On 2 June 1853, when informing the colonial secretary from
Brisbane of the reasons why a section of the Native Police
Force had not started for the Clarence and Macleay country,
Walker forwarded McGrath’s letter “for the purpose of
showing His Excellency how unfit such men are to be en-
trusted with a detachment™.??®

Walker was in Brisbane from 29 May to 5 June 1853 in-
clusive to start the fifth division to the Clarence. Charles
Hughes had requested police protection for the New England
district. Walker, when supplying his reasons for the late
departure of the Clarence division, stated that on 1 January
of that year the first section was ready to start for the
Clarence and Macleay country. However, on account of
Blandford (who resigned) having given vague orders to
Sergeant Small in the Dawson valley, Walker had to send a
valuable officer — Lieutenant Murray — with the first to
remedy the blunders made by Blandford. The fifth section
was then got ready without delay and for the previous four
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months had been prepared for duty in the Clarence and
Macleay country, but Lieutenant Monsset had not up to then
joined him nor even taken the trouble to write. Walker added
that in consequence he would have to send the fifth section
under the command of a sergeant with strict instructions not
to detach the troopers.?®

Three sections of the police were then without a European
officer to guide and direct them. Walker stated it was
fortunate that the Aboriginal corporals, especially Edward of
the fourth section, obeyed his instructions to the letter. He
added that he was much weakened by fever and ague and it
had been very difficult for him to manage nine sections of
the Native Police with so little assistance.

In conclusion, Walker considered that the Native Police
Force should be reorganized as a frontier police only, and the
sending of that force to the Clarence, Macleay, and New
England country was a retrograde step. Walker wrote: “If
such a step is repeated it is possible that the Native Police will
be in Maitland in 1854. There is more fuss and nonsense
made about the Aboriginals in long settled districts than in
the newly occupied country.” Some three years later before
the 1856 Select Committee Richard Bligh, commissioner of
crown -lands for the Clarence district and a brother of
Lieutenant Bligh then in charge of a detachment of Native
Police (both grandsons of “Bligh of the Bounty’’), stated that
the Clarence district had been occupied about fourteen years
before the Native Police were sent there and he considered
the outrages decreased afterwards.?! However even up to
1856 the Aborigines had been very troublesome, spearing
cattle in many parts of the district. At least two rapes had
been committed on respectable women: one in January 1856
on a girl of fifteen, the daughter of a shepherd; and the other
in February 1856 on the wife of a schoolmaster at Woodford
Island.

On 6 June 1853, the fifth section started “in a high state
of discipline” under the command of Sergeant Dempster who
after three months suspension had been reinstated on 1 June.
A letter informing the colonial secretary of this was written
that day by Walker who stated the fifth section would act
independently of the commandant, and Lieutenant Morisset
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would have written instructions as well as Sergeant
Dempster.>? Walker had received a communication from
Morisset and had ordered that officer to join the fifth at
once. Walker had paid into the Bank of New South Wales,
Brisbane to the credit of Dempster the allowances in lieu of
troopers’ rations to the end of 1853. As this would encroach
on his advance he requested a further advance of that sum.
Walker, in this letter, expressed his dissatisfaction with Lieu-
tenant Marshall who at Callandoon had given, according to
Walker, vague orders to Lieutenant Morisset who had arrived
there. Those orders had upset Walker’s plans. Walker claimed
that Monsset arrived at Callandoon. on 12 May but, acting
upon Marshall’s instructions, proceeded to join Walker in the
Burnett district although Walker in fact had left with the
fifth division for Brisbane. Walker stated that Marshall knew
that Morisset was to take the command of that division.

This was the first condemnation in Walker’s reports of
Marshall who previously had been frequently praised by him.
Coupled with Walker’s letter of rebuke to Fulford six weeks
earlier, it gives credence not only to the allegations later that
the intemperate habits of Walker were coming under the
notice of his officers by 1853, but also to Marshall’s
complaint on 1 September 1854 of the commandant’s ir-
regularities, drunkenness, and abuse to them.

Fourteen days after the departure from Brisbane of the
fifth division for the Clarence, Walker was at Yabba and
writing again to the colonial secretary on Marshall’s lapse.3?
Walker stated that the “Burnett District” was a very wide
term and when Morisset was at Callandoon he was three
hundred miles nearer to Armidale than the Burnett district.
The most simple plan would have been to let Morisset stop
there until he had received his instructions. Even if it were
necessary for Morisset to see the commandant, Walker
considered that Marshall should have instructed Morisset to
join Walker at the Burnett Inn post office to which Marshall
had addressed a letter to him and where he proposed to be at
a certain time to receive the abstracts and adjust the accounts
for the quarter.

FitzRoy considered this was a matter the commandant
should settle himself by reprimanding Marshall if he
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considered such a course necessary, unless he wished to make
a personal complaint against Marshall for wilful disobedience
of orders.?* On receiving advice of the governor’s viewpoint,
Walker reported he had considered it sufficient to express in
a private letter to Marshall his dissatisfaction with the in-
structions given to Morsset, and the only reason he had
referred to the matter was to show that he was not to blame
for the delay in sending the division to the Clarence.?® On 7
April 1853 three officers were appointed to the Native
Police. Samuel James Crummer Irving of Drayton, former
lieutenant 28th Regiment who had been recommended on 8
June 1852 by Walker for a lieutenancy, was appointed senior
sub-lieutenant.?® Four months later his appointment was
altered to sub-lieutenant.>” John O’Connell Bligh and
Frederick Keen were appointed sub-lieutenants.>® On 28
May 1853 Robert Walker was appointed sub-lieutenant.?
His appointment under his full name of Robert George
Walker was again gazetted in August.*®

On the afternoon of 14 May 1853, Lt. John Murray with
the first division left Traylan for J. Leith Hay’s station,
Rannes. That moming he had received Hay’s letter, written
three days previously, reporting that two of his shepherds
had been murdered by Aborigines and requesting the services
of the Native Police. Murray, when writing to Walker before
his departure, expected to have a month’s hard work and had
left instructions for Morisset, should he come to Traylan in
his absence, to join Walker without delay.?!

Murray and his section arrived at Rannes station ‘“‘on one
of the creeks falling into the Dawson” on 16 May. He
immediately held an enquiry into the murder of the two
shepherds. Sheep numbering some six thousand had been
driven off at the time but next day all but eighty were
recovered. Two days later Murray started in search of the
Aborigines responsible, travelling towards Port Curtis. The
country was scrubby and water was scarce — the Native
Police often going some ten miles off their route to look for
it. The Aborigines had dispersed and their tracks were found
in almost every direction. After seven days’ search, including
two without water, the horses were in a weak state. The
section then returned to Rannes station.
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After allowing the horses sufficient time to recover a little
strength Murray again started, but this time in the direction
of the Dawson River. On the fourth day, the section came up
with a number of Aborigines hunting in a scrub. The
Aborigines ran and one man was shot. In their camp was
found a quantity of mutton fat. After remaining at this spot
until the Aborigines had thoroughly dispersed, Murray
returned to the station. His horses were incapable of further
work until shod. One horse ridden by trooper John Reid died
and another Murray left at Rannes station knocked up.
Murray reached Traylan on 24 June and wrote his report to
Walker next day.*?2

On 14 June 1853 Walker wrote to the colonial secretary
from Durundur station in the Brisbane River valley.?3® He
considered the Macintyre and the lower Condamine as no
longer “disturbed country”. The Burnett district was quiet
excepting for the murder of Mackay’s Chinese shepherd. He
stated that this peace over the previous six months was due
to the indefatigable exertions of Marshall and Murray. Wide
Bay district also had been peaceful with the exception of the
supposed murder by Aborigines of a Chinaman in Uhr’s
employ. One matter that had called for the attention of the
Native Police was the great bunya season. For six years there
had never been such an assemblage-of Aborigines. A China-
man had been murdered at Balfour’s station Colinton in the
Moreton Bay district. Walker thought it remarkable that
every alternate year a man was murdered there in the month
of November. Walker stated he knew who the murderers were
but there was no legal evidence. He had kept up a constant
system of patrols cutting through the scrub in all directions
and had so pursued the Aborigines as to cause them to
disperse at the end of the season without doing any damage
whatever. Not a shot had been fired.

Walker reported that by -reason of the want of subalterns
he had been managing three sections at a time with only one
assistant. The difficulty of corresponding under such circum-
stances had been great. The greatest evil suffered however
had been prostrating fever and ague. He stated that Marshall,
Murray, and the sergeant major had been ill and it was “no
joke shivering and shaking three to five hours one day and

109



Official Disapproval of Walker’s Letters

riding twenty-five miles the next”. The cure was almost as
bad, Walker added, “for the quinine quite stupefies me”.*#
Walker also reported the admirable behaviour of the Native
Police excepting the eighth section which had become
masters of Sergeant McGrath and, after the latter’s resigna-
tion, had come under Walker’s own command.

This report of Walker’s was confirmed by Commissioner of
Crown Lands Stephen Simpson of the Moreton Bay district
in his annual report on the Aborigines for the year 1853.45
Simpson stated that, since the settlement of Wide Bay,
Burnett, and Maranoa, collisions between the squatters and
Aborigines of the older districts had almost entirely ceased or
had been so insignificant as rarely to come to his knowledge.
The only exception to this favourable report, Simpson added,
was to be found in the vicinity of Brisbane where the coast
Aborigines continued to be very troublesome to small
settlers. The main cause for this was to be found in the
indulgence in spirituous liquors which attracted the evil-
disposed Aborigines to the neighbourhood of Brisbane. The
facility of escape to the islands in the bay also enabled them
to carry on the outrages with impunity. Simpson thought
that a boat party of Aboriginal police stationed for a time on
“Bribie’s Island” would probably be the most efficient
remedy “to reduce them to subjection”.

He reported that the introduction of the Aborigines into
the police force of the colony undoubtedly had been a very
successful measure. The attraction of fine clothing and good
rations with a roving life and occasional skirmishing with the
Aborigines would no doubt continue to induce many of the
more intelligent and warlike to join the force. However, he
added, the life the Native Police led in the bush was so little
different from that of their savage brethren that it promised
little as a means of civilization.

Simpson had referred to the coast Aborigines continuing
to be troublesome to small settlers. In May 1853 an
Aborigine called Mickie was tried before Mr. Justice Therry
in the Circuit Court at Brisbane for the murder of Gregor and
a servant, Mrs. Shannon, on the Pine River — committed back
in 1846. Mickie was convicted and a sentence of death
recorded.?® It then became a matter for the executive as to
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whether the sentence should be carried into effect. On 9 June
1853, Judge Therry was requested by the colonial secretary
to state what amount of punishment he would propose.
Therry considered seven years hard labour on the roads and
other public works would be a suitable commutation. He
stated that, although Mickie was present with a large number
of other Aborigines thereby becoming legally guilty of aiding
and abetting in the commission of the crime, he did not
appear to have taken any active part in the participation of
the deed and for the most part was engaged in stealing flour
and sugar from the store whilst the murder was perpetrated
by others.*?

Meanwhile Walker had forwarded the following letter to
the colonial secretary:

At the last Assizes at Brisbane a black of the name of Mickie
apprehended by the Native Police, was convicted for the murder
of Mrs. Shannon and Mr. Gregor (I presume an accessory after the
fact). Now it is certain that he did rob the hut after the murder,
but you must understand that he was a mere boy at the time and
that the murderer made every boy, woman and child carry away
the property. I can give the Attorney General half a dozen more
under the same warrant. All I have to do is go around the
different stations and take the boys who are tailing cattle, bullock
driving or otherwise employed. There ought to be an amnesty for
every one included in that warrant excepting Dundalli who was
an actual murderer. I hold several other absurd warrants such as
two for Blacks, names unknown and no description.*8

FitzRoy directed that a copy of Walker’s letter be sent to
both Mr. Justice Therry and the attorney general. Therry, in
replying on 8 August 1853, stated:

I beg to remark this gentleman’s observations on proceedings
at Brisbane are founded on error. It is an erroneous and incorrect
assumption on his part to assume that Mickie was indicated as an
accessory after the fact. He was indicted as an “‘aider and abetter”
present at the time of the murder. The statement of Mr. Walker
that he can give the Attorney General half a dozen men under the
same Warrant, and his expression of several absurd Warrants
certainly seem to be a very unsuitable mode for this gentleman to
express himself respecting Warrants issuing under competent
authority; and as to his opinion that “there ought to be an
amnesty”’ I can only say I never heard of such a thing in cases of
capital felony. Mr. Walker, I apprehend, would not have written
such a letter as he has done if he knew that all who are present at
a felony though not actually aiding in the commission of the
offence are in such a situation as to be able readily to come to the
assistance of others engaged in its commission, the knowledge of
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which was calculated to give additional confidence to his
companions . . . This was Mickie’s case, and that of the whole
party who accompanied him. He was engaged plundering the
stores, whilst the others wer engaged at the same time and at the
same place in committing the murder. They were all ready to
assist if necessary and were all aiders and abettors. No doubt
there are shades and degrees of guilt in the participation each had
in the commission of the crime and it is for this reason that I
recommended commutation in Mickie’s case. Mr. Walker's letter
does not in the slightest degree alter my opinion as to the
propriecty of that commutation and I venture further to s st
that though Mr. Walker’s sympathy may be very commendable, it
appears to me that the fate of Mr. Gregor and his servant is not

without some claim to sympathy too, and that 1} should not be
exclusively bestowed on those who break the law.4?

The reply of Attorney General Plunkett on 27 July 1853
also referred to Walker’s mistake in supposing that Mickie
was convicted as “an accessory after the fact™.

FitzRoy directed that the substance of Judge Therry’s
observations be communicated to Walker whose comments
appeared “to have been made without due caution or while
under feelings of excitement” which “Mr. Walker has given
way to in some of his own recent communications with the
government”’.*°

Walker’s sympathetic approach to the problems of the
Aborigines was not in accordance with the hardening
attitudes of many others in those times. Gradually he was
exposing himself to further attacks on his commandantship.
He had been rebuked by FitzZRoy and Judge Therry. However
he had established friendship with a number of people on the
frontier. In the adverse times ahead of him, many of these
relationships remained unbroken.
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Further Indications of
Walker's Intemperance

A friend of Walker was James McLaren who on 10 June
1853, after selling his land and sheep, wrote from Wulooga
expressing his thanks for Walker’s assistance in sending
Corporal Donald and his men to escort McLaren to the Obi
Obi country in search of another run. McLaren found Donald
to be efficient, cautious, and with nerve if required. McLaren
had tendered for a run on the upper Dawson where Marks
had offered him the use of a portion of his run and of his
wool shed until after shearing. (McLaren’s choice of the
upper Dawson proved a bad one as he was killed there by
Aborigines.) McLaren asked if Walker could confer another
obligation on him by sending a small detachment with him
until he got a place erected to put Mrs. McLaren and the
children in. McLaren wished Walker could stop with them a
night before he left as he could give Walker ‘“a glass of some-
thing stronger than what you had on your former visit”.!

Mrs. Jane Goode, wife of Jacob Goode of Burnett Inn,
wrote on 3 December 1853 to Sergeant Humphrey: “Mr.
Walker acts as a gentleman wherever he goes and commands
great respect which he deserves”.?

On 30 July 1853 Francis Nicoll was appointed to be a
sub-lieutenant of Native Police.?

On 5 August 1853 Walker reported to the colonial
secretary that matters had not been going to his satisfaction
at Wondai Gumbal. Horses had been lost and the accounts of
clothing, arms etc. and the horse list were in such confusion
that he could make nothing of them. The troopers there were
in a dissatisfied state and evidently had neglected their duty
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as Fulford had to advertise for lost horses. Walker had no
doubt that the illness of Fulford was the cause of so much
confusion.?

As the newly appointed sub-lieutenants Irving, Bligh, R. G.
Walker, Keen, and Nicoll had then.to learn their duty and
were not sufficiently acquainted with his system, Walker
requested that Sergeant Major Dolan who was so thoroughly
acquainted be appointed acting adjutant as an experiment to
31 December 1853. Then, if the experiment was successful,
Walker would recommend his appointment as permanent
adjutant. Meanwhile Walker reported that he had authorized
Dolan to act in that capacity until the governor general’s
pleasure was known. Governor FitzRoy did not object to this
authorization of Dolan.® In December, on Walker’s recom-
mendation,® FitzRoy approved of the continuance of
Dolan’s appointment with the same pay and allowance as a
sub-lieutenant.”’

On 19 August 1853 Walker, after inspecting the Native
Police on the Dawson under the command of Bligh, wrote
complaining of the continued delay of the Colonial Store-
keeper’s Department in forwarding clothing for the corps for
1853.2 Not one article included in his requisition sent in
August 1852 had reached Walker who was astonished by the
delay because in 1851 the Legislative Council had voted
money for providing the 1853 clothing from England. Walker
wrote that he had been hampered by the delays of that office
for five years and was never notified when. articles were sent
to enable him to arrange for their conveyance to his head-
quarters for sorting and sending to the different detachments.
Colonial storekeeper Buchanan’s defence to Walker’s charge
was that Walker’s requisition was dated at Callandoon on 20
October 1852 and received in November. Being in excess of
the vote, it was submitted with a special report on 31
December 1852 and, after some correspondence, approval
was finally given on 31 March 1853. By that time contractors
in Sydney were fully engaged on clothing ordered for the
southern and western patrols, for additional Sydney police,
and for the gold escorts. The contractors had found difficulty
not only in procuring sufficient materials but also in keeping
workmen because of the rush to the gold diggings. The

114



Further Indications of Walker’s Intemperance

speedier completion of the large quantity ordered for the
Native Police had been impossible. The whole of the Native
Police clothing had been sent on 6 September 1853 to Wide
Bay where a part of the year’s supply had been sent
previously on 1 June together with the annual proportion of
ammunition. Notification of these shipments, Buchanan
added, had been sent to Walker. Buchanan referred to
previous complaints by Walker and stated: “What new
grounds may be discovered for tomorrow it is hard to say but
it is hoped that no injustice is done to Mr. Walker in anticipa-
ting its occurrence, for want of perseverance on that score
cannot be imputed to him. And if ithe reputation of this
Department has reached so low an ebb as to be dependent
upon his opinion for support, the animus exhibited on
repeated occasions leaves little doubt but that his potential
ald would be marked in vain were so unfortunate an
emergency to arise to render it necessary to seek it.”””

FitzRoy thought due notice of the sending of the supplies
was given to Walker though it may not have reached him. The
commandant should be informed that the delay was unavoid-
able and caused by circumstances beyond the control of the
colonial storekeeper. Walker also was to be told to avoid ‘“‘the
use of strong irritating language which could only give
offence to the Parties complained against, particularly when
complaints were made without sufficient grounds”.!® How-
ever, Walker’s letter caused the balance of his supplies to be
promptly forwarded.

Some idea of the supplies, including clothing requirements,
is gained by Dempster’s requisition for one sergeant, and
twenty-five troopers at Wondai Gumbal for 1853: 26 jackets
blue, 52 pairs of trousers blue, 104 pairs of trousers white, 53
pairs boots, 104 shirts, 52 caps cloth blue, 52 pairs of spurs,
52 pairs hobbles, 12 pairs reins bridle, 12 bits bridle snaffle,
600 rounds ball cartridges (to be packed in legs of boots),
700 caps percussion, 3 sets chevrons sergeants, 4 sets
chevrons corporals, 1 nipple wrench, 12 nipples carbines, 6
nipples pistols, 6 cock screws carbines, 4 cock serews pistols,
3 yards scarlet cloth, 24 cloak straps, 12 carbine straps, 26
saddle cloths, 12 gun buckets."!

Rations for Wondai Gumbal to last eight months were
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returned on 1 September 1853 as: 5,500 lbs. flour, 1,660 Ibs.
sugar, 210 lbs. tea, 315 Ibs. soap, 83 lbs. tobacco. Eighty
sheep in the yard were expected to last until N ovember.!? _

Earlier in 1853, after Walker protested against sending
twelve enlisted troopers to the lower Darling, Darling, and
Murrumbidgee districts, he was allowed to retain them for a
new division intended to be formed for Port Curtis. On 9
August 1853 authority was given him to raise a division for
duty at Port Curtis.!3 On 28 August 1853 Walker requested
that supplies and equipment for that division be forwarded to
Wide Bay. He would arrange their conveyance to Callandoon.
Volunteers, he stated, were impatient to join but it was use-
less his enlisting any until he had the necessary accoutre-
ments. He suggested that, if there was no saddlery in the
colonial store, ordinary stockmen’s saddles of good quality
could be purchased and afterwards have the holsters affixed
under contract. He trusted that nine months would not
elapse for the delivery of these supplies “as happened in
1852.1 4 However Walker’s fear of a delay in the delivery of
these particular supplies proved groundless. They were for-
warded by the colonial storekeeper to Brisbane on 4 August
before Walker’s letter was written. The ammunition was sent
a month later because the schooner Zone ‘“refused to bring to
off Pinchgut to receive it and no other vessel could be
induced to receive it on board”.!®

The raising of a division for Port Curtis appears to have
been the first occasion where Native Police were dispatched
to an area prior to its being opened for settlement. Walker
had complained of settlers occupying lands on the Dawson
River without alerting him so he could arrange their pro-
tection.! ¢ It was not until 10 January 1854 that the Colonial
Secretary’s Office notified in the Government Gazette that
the survey undertaken at Port Curtis had so far progressed as
to enable the governor general to determine what extent of
country it was expedient to throw open to immediate settle-
ment. With the exception of land already settled, the tract of
land comprised in five counties, to be known as the Port
Curtis district extending from south of Gladstone north to
Broad Sound, was proposed to be opened for tender for
pastoral purposes.!?
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On 20 August 1853, Walker requested from Traylan that a
block of five miles square be reserved for the use of the
Native Police Force near Port Curtis on Auckland Creek, as
there was no water at Port Curtis. He suggested this reserve
be made at once before Surveyor McCabe left Port Curtis so
that there would be no interference with the tenders of
settlers. Walker stated that Lieutenant Murray would
examine the ground for the best grassed and watered situa-
tion. He suggested that Murray take a copy of the colonial
secretary’s instructions on this point to Surveyor McCabe.! ®
On the same date, Walker wrote requesting that the sum of
£300 be provided for Native Police Force buildings near Port
Curtis as he could never get any accommodation for the
police in any township excepting Brisbane. At Port Curtis
there was an opportunity of remedying this and Walker had
no doubt that by 1854 Port Curtis would be the headquarters
of the force. There he could get his supplies by sea, have
better and quicker communications with the government,
and have all his stations except two in line.!® Although the
sum for Native Police buildings near Port Curtis asked for by
Walker was placed on the estimate for 1854, it was not spent.
By October 1854, following a report by government resident
Captain O’Connell at Gladstone, the selection of the per-
manent location for the Native Police in the Port Curtis
district awaited the influx of population to mark with
certainty the direction in which the occupation of the area
flowed. Temporary accommodation only was provided mean-
while and charged as a police contingency on the territorial
revenue. 2 ? |

‘Port Curtis never became the site of the headquarters of
the Native Police. The growth later of the town of Rock-
hampton ensured its selection for this purpose.

On 2 August 1853, H. T. Euston, of Billa Billa near Callan-
doon, wrote to the colonial secretary regarding the murder of
a German woman on his station by an Aborigine called
Sippy. Euston blamed the Native Police for not proceeding
against Sippy long beforehand. He referred back to October
1852 when Sippy had been employed by him on a lambing
station where he was residing. One morning Sippy had
absconded taking with him “a complete set” of Euston’s
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clothes. Proceeding to Smith’s station about eighteen miles
away, Sippy robbed one of the shepherds there of his
blankets and rations. About a month later Sippy had visited
one of Euston’s shepherd huts and robbed the shepherd of
his rations, razors, and other articles. Sippy had then pro-
ceeded to Young’s station, fifteen miles away, and robbed
one of the huts of a gun and rations. A month later, Sippy
returned to Euston’s station and robbed one of the huts of
rations and other articles.?!

Euston stated he had applied to Walker in person for a
warrant for the apprehension of Sippy. When Sippy took
Euston’s own clothes Euston, with the assistance of another
Aborigine, had tracked Sippy to a scrub where Euston’s
clothes were found. The Aborigine tracking -Sippy had
showed Euston where Sippy had put on the stolen clothes
and also the track of Euston’s boots worn by Sippy.
Aborigines later got the clothes from Sippy and delivered
them to Euston.

Walker had refused to grant a warrant on this evidence nor
in relation to the stealing by Sippy on Smith’s station.
Euston claimed that Walker had treated those cases lightly
stating that theft was not frequent among the Aborigines.
Euston was firmly convinced that, if Walker had acted to
take Sippy at that time, ‘“the life of a fellow-being would
have been saved”. Euston added that Sippy had not been
taken since the recent murder though he had certain proof
that Sippy was always hanging around one of his sheep
stations. In consequence he was having difficulty in keeping
white men on the run, for whilst this young murderer was
allowed to roam at large their lives were in danger.

Euston then referred to the great inconvenience felt in the
neighbourhood through the want of a court house and a few
constables, “the Native Police being seldom or never at
Callandoon”. Euston stated that only because Lieutenant
Marshall was at Callandoon when the murder was committed
he had been saved a ride of two hundred miles to report the
murder to a magistrate. He requested the erection of a court
house at Callandoon or in its vicinity in conjunction with the
stationing there of an officer of Native Police and six native
troopers.
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Walker, to whom Euston’s letter was referred by the
colonial secretary, replied from Traylan on 14 October
1853.22 Walker stated it was rather difficult to make out
what Euston really wanted. If it was a court house without a
court of petty sessions, the quarters of the ‘Native Police
officers at Callandoon were quite sufficient for any magis-
trate acting in his ministerial capacity and consequently no
court house was required. However, Walker believed that
Euston really wanted a court of petty sessions with its con-
stabulary.. Walker stated he had not acted in the stolen
clothes case as Euston had brought him nothing but hearsay
evidence. Sippy, he added, was a boy about fourteen years of
age and, having been apprehended meanwhile by the second
section under Sergeant Graham, was then in Brisbane Gaol.
FitzRoy did not think it necessary to do.anything further in
the matter.

Euston wrote again to the colonial secretary on 21
December 1853. He asked the favour of Walker’s objections,
“which appeared to have had so much weight in the
Governor General’s decision in the matter”, to the erection
of a court house at Callandoon or in its vicinity. He regretted
that the governor general had asked Walker for information
on the subject as Walker had not the slightest interest in the
locality and, in his opinion, was incompetent to judge in the
matter.2?® FitzRoy directed that Euston be informed it was
not usual to furnish the information applied for.24

Sippy was committed from Callandoon by Lieutenant
Marshall for trial at the circuit court at Brisbane for the
murder of the German woman. He was escorted from
Callandoon by .Sergeant Graham and two troopers on 15
September 1853. Graham had entered into a recognizance
before Marshall to give evidénce as a witness against Sippy at
the Brisbane trial.2®

On the night of 10 November 1853, Sippy escaped from
the Brisbane Gaol. He was recaptured the following year. In
May 1854, Sippy was convicted at the Circuit Court at
Brisbane for robbery with violence. He was sentenced to
imprisonment in Darlinghurst gaol for three years with hard
labour.2® The reasons are unknown why he was not indicted
for the murder for which he was committed for trial. No
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record appears to be now available as to whether the evidence
was insufficient to proceed on such a charge as murder, or
whether or not other considerations prevailed in not pursuing
the charge.

In September 1853, huts of sawyers on Pine Mountain
near Ipswich in the Moreton Bay district were robbed of their
contents by Aborigines. One morning Hugh McGowan a
licensed sawyer, after giving some Aborigines working about
his hut some tea, sugar, and flour, went into the sawpit to
sharpen a saw. Hearing the women in his hut screaming, he
ran and found the Aborigines in possession of the hut. One
had possessed himself of McGowan’s gun and “snapped the
gun” at McGowan twice. Four armed with tomahawks told
McGowan if he came up to the hut they would kill him. The
Aborigines took from McGowan’s hut a bag of sugar, one
hundredweight of flour, some blankets, tin kettles, money
and a razor and a knife. From a neighbour’s hut they took
‘blankets and sheets, counterpanes, and clothing.?”’

In the Maranoa district during 1853, Aborigines killed one
white man and attempted to kill two others, and attacks on
the settlers’ cattle were frequent.?®

In the Wide Bay district, Commissioner of Crown Lands
Arthur E. Halloran found Aborigines had become trouble-
some when their depredations had remained unchecked. In
June 1853 a man had been speared near his own hut. Con-
sequently, on 13 October 1853, Halloran wrote to Walker
asking if two or four Native Police troopers could be placed
under his orders at Tinana for a few months to operate as a
check upon the Aborigines. Halloran stated he would take
the troopers under his own surveillance and see they were not
interfered with by anyone. There were good paddocks at
Tinana for their horses and quarters for the men.2® Walker
replied to Halloran from Rannes on 26 October 1853.3°
Walker stated he had always strongly objected to detaching
any of the Native Police to act under the command of any
person who was not their own officer. His reasons were that
constables and commissioner’s orderlies were in the habit of
ill-using and abusing troopers on account of their colour and,
instead of setting them a good example, had received the
contempt of the troopers for habits of drinking and of
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keeping arms and accoutrements in a dirty state. Drinking
had applied equally to European sergeants of Native Police,
Walker stated, and he had been obliged to dismiss nearly
every one of them. Walker added that the presence of a
European officer was the only protection the Aboriginal
troopers had. Acts of oppression had been practised on the
troopers by the labouring class. The latter thought the
troopers were the means of lowering wages — they felt that,
without troopers, settlers could employ neither Chinese nor
Aborigines. Guns had been presented at troopers and on one
occasion a trooper fired at.. These assaults were always
attempted when no European officer was present.

One proposal held out in Halloran’s letter induced Walker
to depart from this usual rule which had received government
approval. Walker alluded to Halloran’s statement that he
would keep the troopers under his own surveillance. Walker
therefore, on his return to Traylan about 10 November,
would send Halloran a Native Police corporal and five men
but under the conditions mentioned by Halloran and also
that they be quartered separately, away from Europeans, and
not placed under orders of any person but Halloran and the
officers of the Native Police. Walker added that, so long as
the Aboriginal corporal fully understood the instructions
given to him, he could be sent alone with his men to carry
out any order.

Walker had only arrived back at Traylan from Rannes
when he received a letter, dated 11 November 1853 from
James Leith Hay at Rannes, requesting that a detachment of
Native Police be stationed there for a few months. Aborigines
had killed two of his best Chlnamen and taken away one
hundred sheep.3!

On 8 December 1853 Murray of the fourth division
received notice from W. H. Walsh of Degilbo, Burnett district,
of an attack on one of his shepherds and a number of sheep
taken by Aborigines amongst whom was Neddy for whose
apprehension the police held a warrant. Murray arrived at
Degilbo station on the evening of 10 December, Next
morning, accompanied by Walsh, he started for the scene of
the attack. There they saw where sheep had been killed and
afterwards roasted in fires. Tracks of Aborigines were found
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leading from the scene. After following the tracks for about
sixteen miles, a large number of Aborigines were found
camped that afternoon on the edge of a scrub. In their
possession were found a number of shorn and unshorn sheep
skins which Murray had no doubt had been stolen from
Walsh and Landsborough respectively. The skins of the un-
shorn sheep were from washed sheep and Landsborough had
washed his sheep a few days previously. Three Aborigines
were shot by the police in an endeavour to capture them.
Murray remained on the spot until the Aborigines had
dispersed. From their large number and the extraordinary
amount of weapons in their possession, Murray believed that
they had meditated another attack on a station.3?2

On 28 December 1853, Gordon Sandeman of Burran-
dowan, who feared a disturbance amongst the Chinamen on
his station, asked Murray for Native Police assistance. Sande-
man had sent several Chinamen to Gayndah on charges of
felony and, being in the midst of a long shearing in which the
principal overseers were employed, he was apprehensive of
trouble. Sandeman could not expect aid from the small force
of constables at Gayndah. If the Native Police could not help,
he stated he would not be responsible for the consequences
of his compulsion to use extreme measures.>3

At Traylan on 10 December 1853, Walker held an enquiry
into a charge of neglect of duty made by Sub-Lieutenant
Keen against Sergeant Charles Humphrey. Keen, in command
of the detachment at Yabba, was called to the Brisbane area
to search for two Aborigines against whom he held warrants.
He left Yabba with troopers on 25 October 1853 and, after
visiting areas near Brisbane, Cash’s station, and Durundur,
returned to Yabba on 27 January 1854. His charge was that,
during that period, Humphrey had absented himself from the
Native Police camp. Keen had left orders with Humphrey
that trooper Forrester be sent to Dr. Wilkes at Burnett Inn
for medical attention.3*

Humphrey’s defence was that Keen had left five sick
troopers — Forrester, Gilbert, Anthony, Sandy, and
Callaghan — with him. Having no able trooper to take
Forrester to the doctor, Humphrey had taken him to Burnett
Inn. There he found Dr. Wilkes himself ill in bed. Humphrey,
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under the doctor’s instructions, was forced to stay at the inn
to attend to Forrester. When Forrester had improved and the
doctor had agreed to his leaving, Humphrey had returned to
the camp. Humphrey then had sent Sandy with trooper
Anthony to leave the latter under the doctor’s care. When
Sandy returned, Humphrey took trooper Callaghan to the
inn. Callaghan had become worse. Humphrey stayed at the
inn on Sunday and next morning found that the police horses
had got out of the paddock. They were not found until
Tuesday night. Humphrey, with Anthony, then left the inn
on Wednesday morning and arrived at the camp on Thursday
evening. Four days later Keen arrived at the camp.?®
Humphrey’s statements of Dr. Wilkes’s illness, Humphrey’s
forced attendance on Forrester, and trees falling on the
paddock fence allowing the horses to get out were cor-
roborated by Mrs. Jane Goode of Burnett Inn in a letter to
Humphrey. Mrs. Goode described Keen as a “puppy and two-
faced who made little of his commandant”.3®

Walker evidently did not take further action against
Humphrey who remained in the force until sought after by
A. C. Gregory when preparing for his north Australian
expedition nearly two years later.

- On 31 December 1853, Walker wrote to the colonial
secretary referring to a letter in the Moreton Bay Courier of
17 December, reflecting upon two troopers of the Native
Police and accusing Sub-Lieutenant Bligh of refusing redress.
Walker reported that this letter was not consistent with the
truth. When the complaint was originally made, Bligh had
investigated the case and reported it to Walker. It appeared
that Bligh, when patrolling, was followed at some distance
behind by two troopers bringing up the pack horses. Upon
passing a sheep station one trooper, named Jimmy McCann,
got off his horse and walked, perhaps rather abruptly, into
the hut to get a light for his pipe as well as one for his mate.
A newly arrived German woman, who was not accustomed to
the bush, took alarm and fancied that the trooper wished to
take indecent liberties with her. Walker was satisfied as to the
correctness of the trooper’s explanation to Bligh and that the
taking of indecent liberties with the woman had not entered
his head. Walker had examined the men separately and they
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did not vary from their previous statements. Walker con-
sidered it most scandalous to attempt to run down a young
officer like Bligh who was disposed to do his duty. He stated
that his excellency would not be surprised to learn the letter
had emanated from a person named Marks ‘‘an individual
whose atrocities on the Macintyre I believe first induced His

Excellency to command me to raise the Native Police”.??

FitzRoy marked Walker’s letter ‘““Read”.

Trooper Jimmy McCann, whose explanation was accepted
by Walker, deserted from Keen’s third section at Rannes on
28 January 1854, shortly after Walker’s letter was written.
He took ‘“‘away nothing of his clothing but one shirt, a
tomahawk, and a gin belonging to the station”.?%® Sub-
Lieutenant Nicoll, when referring on 1 April 1854 to the
desertion of Jimmy McCann, asked whether he should be
treated “as a good riddance”.3?

Walker also had referred to atrocities on the Macintyre
committed by Marks the writer of the letter to the Moreton
Bay Courier. Doubtless Aborigines were killed by Marks but
it is unknown whether this occurred before or after certain
events mentioned by Jacob Lowe before the 1861 Select
Committee.*® Lowe stated that Aborigines had on Marks’s
run on the Macintyre killed his son, about eight years of age,
who was shepherding while his father went to dinner. When
Marks came back the boy was missing. A search did not find
the boy, and the assistance of some of the neighbours was
obtained. They found the boy cut up in pieces and put into
hollow parts of trees. Lowe also said that about the same
time Aborigines attacked Marks’s teams and took all the
provisions and articles carried. About twelve months later,
Aborigines attacked a bullock team of Marks’s and killed the
bullock driver and speared some of the bullocks.

At the end of 1853, Walker replied to instructions from
the governor general of 5 December that he communicate
with the colonial storekeeper to consult upon a less expensive
mode of supplying the several detachments of Native Police
with clothing.*! The colonial secretary, when forwarding
these instructions, had stated it was desirable that supplies be
sent to the headquarters of each detachment so as to prevent
the withdrawal of men from their appropriate districts and
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the fatigue and deterioration of their horses in travelling to
the corps headquarters.*? (Before the 1858 Select Com-
mittee Captain O’Connell and W. Archer agreed that the men
should be brought to headquarters at certain intervals.)*3

Walker referred to the approval of this practice, given on
22 November 1851, though since then the only sections to
come into Callandoon were patrolling parties from Traylan or
sections relieving others gone forward to the Port Curtis
country. He stated that, with the exception of Wondai
Gumbal and Traylan, there were no headquarters of any
division. Callandoon had become a mere outpost. Walker
pointed out that if the colonial storekeeper sent the clothing
addressed to each detachment the storekeeper could not
provide for the long inland carriage. That would devolve on
Walker, as the carriers would not carry for the police on
account of the police having no return load. The most
difficult station to supply was Wondai Gumbal which was
about three hundred miles from Brisbane and little further
from Maryborough passing by Traylan. The Moreton Bay and
Wide Bay section received its clothing at Maryborough from
the police agent and had not come into headquarters until
relieved. The Clarence River detachment alone would require
to have its clothing made up separately. FitzRoy thought it
best to leave the arrangement respecting the places to which
the supplies were to be forwarded to the commandant and
the colonial storekeeper, as the former might consider to be
the most desirable with the exception of the Clarence and
Macleay detachment.*?

On 26 April 1852, William Forster of Gin Gin, Wide Bay
had written to the colonial secretary charging Walker with
having been intoxicated on several occasions. The following
incident reveals that Walker’s habits of intemperance were
known to FitzRoy by at least the end of 1853.

On 5 December 1853, Walker had written to the colonial
secretary recommending that John Sidney, whose general
publican’s license had not been renewed at the annual
licensing meeting of magistrates at Gayndah owing to
Sidney’s neglect in not providing sufficient sureties, be placed
on the commission of the peace. Walker added: ‘“‘one or more
magistrates were required in the Dawson part of the Burnett
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district”.**® Sidney, following the refusal of his liquor license,
had taken up Toondoonincunigy station on the Burnett.

FitzZRoy upon enquiry was informed by the colonial
secretary that Sidney kept a public house in Gayndah, was
not in any way a fit person for the magistracy, and, as his
station was on the Burnett and not on the Dawson, upon
appointment to the magistracy he would sit upon the
Gayndah bench. Under the circumstances the governor
thought that Walker’s recommendation was ‘“to say the least
of it extremely inconsiderate’’, that Walker should be
reminded that it was not customary to make appointments to
the magistracy the subject of official correspondence, and
that the private secretary was the proper channel through
which those recommendations should be forwarded.*®

FitzRoy also appended to the colonial secretary’s report a
pencilled note: “Perhaps Mr. W. [Walker] thinks from the
Bar to the Bench is a natural course of promotion.”*’

On 31 December 1853, Walker recommended that Senior
Sub-Lieutenant Irving be appointed lieutenant in command
of the division for Port Curtis and Sub-Lieutenant Nicoll,
an ex-English army officer, be appointed Senior Sub-
Lieutenant and also placed on the commission of the peace.
William Hamilton Fortescue was recommended by Walker for
appointment as a sub-lieutenant.*® These appointments were
made.?’

During the year 1853, the Native Police Force had been
strengthened and the frontier districts had remained
relatively peaceful. Despite certain criticism of the Native
Police, Walker’s distribution and working of the force had
been such as to protect those districts.

However the year 1854 was to mark a decline in the
efficiency of the force.
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The Northern
Districts in 1854

Walker spent January 1854 at Traylan endeavouring to bring
order to the accounts of the corps and attending to corres-
pondence.

He had kept a friendly relationship at Callandoon with his
near neighbours and at Traylan he was on good terms with
settlers on the upper Burnett. On 13 January 1854, he wrote
to the colonial secretary on postal facilities at Traylan.
Since 1851, in fulfilling a promise made to J. C. Mackay and
Charles Archer (justices of the peace and occupiers of runs in
that area), either his orderly or a trooper had brought from
Gayndah, a post town fifty miles away, not only the govern-
ment correspondence but also the letters and newspapers for
all settlers in that part of the Burnett district. He had not
recommended previously the establishing of a permanent
post office at Traylan as the government, without any repre-
sentation from him, had established one at Callandoon. More-
over, Traylan had not been appointed the headquarters of the
corps. He referred to other most northerly settlers in the
valleys of the Dawson and Auburn who supported a private
post and to which he was a subscriber so that he could
communicate with any patrol party in those valleys. He
thought the upper Burnett settlers had more right to the
privilege of a post.

Walker suggested a weekly post, leaving Traylan every
Saturday and arriving at Gayndah on Sunday evening. This
mail would then leave with Gayndah mail for Maryborough
on Monday morning and for Sydney on Tuesday morning. He
also suggested that the mail from Gayndah to Port Curtis be
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carried via Traylan the distance of ninety miles by armed
troopers. That mail would leave Traylan every second
Wednesday reaching Port Curtis on Friday evening. Mail
would leave Port Curtis for Traylan next day and reach
Traylan on Monday evening. He recommended that John
D. L. Ferguson be appointed postmaster at Traylan and store-
keeper Wilmot postmaster at Gladstone. Walker personally
had engaged Ferguson for the sole purpose of straightening
out the financial accounts of the corps and ascertaining the
true position.? Wilmot was the Native Police agent at Glad-
stone.

Marshall later in a letter to Walker, dated 5 July 1854,
claimed it was at least one hundred miles by the route
selected, forty miles of which was over very broken country.
He claimed it would be very severe on the horses to do the
distance in less than four days and the journey to Gladstone
and back to Traylan in six days was almost impossible.
Marshall suggested the return from Gladstone on the Tuesday
following the arrival of the mail on Saturday, arriving at
Traylan on Friday in time to meet the Sydney mail.3

Walker, in his recommendation of 13 January 1854, added
that three troopers would be needed on the journey. They
would serve also to maintain the road free of danger from
Aborigines. He thought the Post Office Department should
provide him with the three horses required, at £20 each.
When troopers were no longer required, these horses could be
either transferred to the Native Police or sold by that depart-
ment.

Postmaster General Christie, to whom Walker’s letter was
referred, after communicating with the government resident
at Gladstone, recommended that no post office be
established for the present at Traylan but that the command-
ant be allowed to draw the sum for the horses as part of his
establishment, with the understanding that the mails between
Gayndah and Gladstone be carried by troopers until more
matured arrangements were completed.®

FitzRoy approved on 18 March 1854 of the mail com-
munication between Gayndah and Gladstone via Traylan
being opened at once, of the mails being escorted by armed
troopers, and of the-issue of a warrant for £60 to Walker to
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enable him to provide three horses for the mail escort.®

Walker then asked on 8 June 1854 that he be allowed, for
the purchase of a horse to carry the mail from Gayndah to
Traylan, to expend the balance of £20 remaining from £180
advanced for the purchase of horses for the Survey Depart-
ment. Eight horses had been purchased by Walker for
Surveyor McCabe at Port Curtis. The reason given by Walker
for the purchase of this extra horse for this part of the
Gayndah to Gladstone mail run was that mails to Traylan
were sometimes too heavy for the orderly to bring. He stated
in support that his postage from Traylan in the year 1853
had cost £12 15s. 0d. and the mail from Gayndah to Traylan
then would be carried by supernumerary Condally at no
extra expense.® FitzRoy approved on 30 June 1854 of the
purchase of the extra horse by the means suggested and of
this arrangement.” Walker’s request for the purchase of this
extra horse shows clearly that he incurred expenditure first
and asked for its approval later. Walker had purchased the
horse from Dr. Henry H. Brown of Gayndah before he made
the request.®

Walker did things first. He had ordered the marking of a
tree line from Traylan to Gladstone, even if for Native Police
purposes only, before submitting his proposal for the mail
communication between those places escorted by armed
troopers. This marked tree line was not completed free of an
attack by Aborigines on the Native Police party engaged on
the work. Lt. John Murray of the third division, who had
proceeded to Port Curtis with Native Police, on 8 January
1854 sent from Gladstone Sgt. John Bungaree with troopers
John Reid and Richard of the first section to complete the
line. The three Native Police went to sleep in their camp on
the evening of 10 January 1854. As no tracks of Aborigines
nor smoke from fires had been visible, they had not the
slightest reason to suppose Aborigines were in the neighbour-
hood. Consequently no watch was kept. During the night, a
large body of Aborigines attacked the camp. Bungaree awoke
with three Aborigines on top of him. One gave him a hard
blow on the head with a nulla nulla. Bungaree grappled with
him and received a severe bite on the left hand. Trooper John
Reid also received a severe cut on the head and trooper
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Richard a spear in his chest. The three policemen fought
desperately and after wounding two of their attackers — one
with a spear thrown by Richard and the other with a nulla
nulla used by John Reid — their assailants were driven off.
This convinced Murray later that the Aborigines thought they
were attacking a party of whites. They were not aware they
were attacking Native Police until the conflict was taking
place. The Native Police were unable to identify their
attackers. With trooper Richard suffering from his wound,
the police party arrived back at Gladstone next day. On 25
January Murray was happy to write to Walker that the men
were recovering.’

When endeavouring to straighten out the accounts of the
corps Walker wrote to the colonial secretary on 17 Janu
1854 on the subject of allowances for troopers’ rations.
For the year 1854, the Legislative Council had allowed to the
corps ls.4d. per diem per trooper for the obtaining of
rations where provisions were not supplied by the corps.
During the last half of 1853 this allowance had been in-
creased to 1s. 6d. only by special vote of the council. Walker
wrote that he could not procure rations on an average under
ls. 6d. per diem owing to the increasing price of meat.
Although he had secured six hundred sheep, which would
avoid the rising price for some time, he requested that the
Is. 6d. per diem previously allowed continue. FitzRoy
approved of the continuance of that rate from 1 January, the
extra sum of two pence to be charged to the general
appropriation for the Native Police until a supplementary
vote was taken.'!

On 17 January 1854, Walker also recommended that the
pay of the troopers be increased, as from 1 January, from
three pence to five pence per day.'? FitzRoy approved on 21
February 1854 of this increase being included in the next
supplementary estimates but no augmented rate was to be
paid until the sanction of the council had been obtained.! 3

On 20 January 1854, Walker wrote informing the colonial
secretary that at the close of 1853 he was not able to meet all
accounts incurred on behalf of the force.!® He stated that
the expense of rationing men on patrol had exceeded his
calculation and, although he had paid several accounts out of

1
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his own salary rather than apply to the government, he was
not able to meet all demands. He attributed his mis-
calculation to being so much away on duty because of the
lack of officers. He was also unable to get either officers or
settlers to send accounts quarterly. Consequently “a heap” of
accounts had come at the end of the year. As he had John
D. L. Ferguson employed for the sole purpose of keeping his
papers and accounts in order, Walker stated he would be
better prepared in future.

Walker added that this letter and an enclosed list of articles
purchased out of the men’s provision allowance for their own
use would convince the governor general that William
Forster’s statement lately made in the Sydney Morning
Herald, implying that officers appropriated a portion of the
men’s allowances as perquisites, was ‘“an infamous libel”.
Walker stated nearly every officer expended some of his own
funds to turn out his men in a neat manner.

This letter from Walker admits that-early in 1854 his
financial accounts were in disorder and confirms evidence of
that disorder before later select committees.! > While there is
no evidence to support Forster’s allegation that officers
appropriated a portion of the men’s allowances as perquisites,
the fact that some of that money was used for purposes of
the corps other than the object for- which it was advanced
was confirmed by Walker himself in letters written on the
same day.!® Families of the Native Police were kept at the
several barracks out of the ration allowance of the men. The
police while on patrol were supplied with rations by settlers
who charged at least the cost of obtaining those rations.

Moreover, advances were only made to Walker’s public
account from time to time as abstracts were sent to Sydney.
Debts were incurred before those credits were made and
officers’ salary and forage allowance payments were slow in
coming. At the close of 1853 Walker had found that he was
unable to meet all accounts from the advances made in
respect of the ration allowance.

On 4 February 1854, Ferguson wrote informing Walker
that the colonial treasurer had placed to his credit in the
Bank of Australasia a sum short by £704 5s. 0d. of the
estimate for the quarter.!” On 9 February 1854 Ferguson
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wrote again informing Walker that unless that balance was
paid there would not be sufficient funds to the credit of that
bank account to meet the promissory notes due on 3 March
1854.1® On 12 May 1854 Marshall wrote informing Walker
that no notice had been received at Traylan of the pay and
allowances for the quarter ending 30 June having been paid
to Walker’s credit.'® On 1 June 1854 Marshall wrote to
Walker acknowledging receipt of -the cheque for Marshall’s
pay and forage allowance for the quarter ended 31 March
1854.2° Murray’s pay and forage allowance for the same
quarter were paid at the same time.

The following letter shows that Walker did use money
from the ration allowances for other purposes of the corps.
On 20 January 1854, having found it expedient to purchase a
horse dray, two tarpaulins, and harness for seven horses to
accompany him on his recruiting expedition for the new
division, Walker requested authority for the payment of £60
for the purpose, to be defrayed out of the sum of £150 voted
for 1854 for incidental expenses. He stated that the horse
dray, driven by troopers, would save the expense of carrying
clothing, saddlery, arms, and accoutrements from Brisbane at
the rate of sixteen shillings per one hundred pounds. Walker
had been using two police drays for the purpose of conveying
supplies to the various detachments. One was driven by a
European paid at the rate of £78 per annum and the other by
supernumerary trooper Oliver, likewise paid and rationed by
the force. One of the drays and fourteen bullocks, with tackl-
ing and tarpaulin complete, had cost £114 which was paid
out of the provision allowance of the troopers.?!

FitzZRoy approved of the auditor general preparing a
warrant for the advance to Walker, out of the sum voted for
incidental expenses of the Native Police for 1854, of £60 for
the horse dray, tarpaulins, and harness for seven horses and,
until the supplementary vote was taken, of £114 for the
police dray and fourteen bullocks. The latter approval was
subject to the furnishing of an account supported by the
report of two competent persons as to the sufficiency of the
service and reasonableness of the charge.??

On 21 January 1854, Walker wrote asking for an advance
of £280 for the purpose of purchasing horses, at an average
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of £20 each, for the additional sections for Port Curtis.??
FitzRoy approved of this request on 10 March.?*

Towards the end of January 1854, Walker proceeded
southwards on his recruiting expedition for the new sections
to be raised. The strengthening of the corps also resulted in
the appointments on 1 February 1854?° of William
Hamilton Fortescue to be a sub-lieutenant at a salary of £120
a year and 3s. 6d. a day in lieu of forage, Francis Nicoll to be
senior sub-lieutenant, and, on 2 February 1854,2¢ Samuel
James Crummer Irving to be a lieutenant.

After Walker’s departure to recruit troopers, Traylan was
nearly deserted. Sergeant Humphrey left there on 30 January
to join Murray at Port Curtis.?”

Acting Adjutant Dolan left Traylan with troopers Pelham
and Hugh on 5 February to inspect the Native Police
stationed near Maryborough. After a fortnight’s absence,
Dolan returned and on 23 February left for Port Curtis with
troopers Rinaldo, Timothy, Hugh, Paul, Pelham, and Sambo.

Left at Traylan were Ferguson with troopers Walter and
Oliver and the families of certain troopers.?® Marshall was to
leave Callandoon on 30 January 1854 to take charge at
Traylan. Meanwhile Ferguson wrote to Walker asking what
would be his duty in case of any letter coming for police
assistance, as he did not think it was Walker’s intention that
the barracks be left without any troopers. Ferguson’s reason
for this query was that Berry, who was then at Traylan, said
there were a large number of Aborigines gathering about his
station and friendly Aborigines had told him it was their
intention to steal sheep. A man from Ross’s Redbank station
had arrived also at Philpott’s place looking for the police and
for a doctor. Ross, who had been stabbed by Aborigines
attempting to take sheep from the hurdles, was not expected
to live many hours. Dr. Small, who was visiting Philpott’s
station, had left for Redbank.?°

Ferguson, in his letters to Walker from Traylan, mentioned
that goods ordered for the Native Police at Port Curtis had
been made ready by Kirchner and Co. who did not know
whether these could be shipped to that port as the Tom
Tough was chartered to take the government resident and
other officials there.?® In a later letter of 12 May 1854
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Ferguson wrote that these supplies had been landed at Mary-
borough and bullock driver Willlam Hammond had left
Traylan for them.?!

Murray with a detachment of Native Police had preceded
Government Resident O’Connell to Gladstone. Walker’s
recommendation that the headquarters of the corps be
removed from Traylan to Port Curtis was not approved.
FitzRoy thought the placing of the headquarters of a force
such as the Native Police at the extremity of the country it
had to patrol would be against all rule and precedent.
FitzRoy also considered that to the government resident
should be left the selection of the site of the Port Curtis
detachment and also the question of whether stores for the
Native Police headquarters should be landed at Port Curtis
and then sent overland. If the health of the officers or men
required sea air or sea bathing an invalid station could be
established at Port Curtis.3?2

Murray at Port Curtis early had difficulty in carrying out
his duties in that district on account of the state of his
horses. Owing to the stony nature of the country his horses
could not do more than three days work without getting
lame. He asked for an increase in the number of his horses
and for a supply of horseshoes with the necessary tools.
Murray reported that nearly the whole of the escorts required
for drays travelling between Gladstone and Rannes had been
supplied from his detachment.?3 Murray also requested that
two boats be supplied to his detachment but FitzRoy
referred this to the government resident for report. Walker,
who had submitted Murray’s requisition, was informed by
the colonial secretary’s letter of 21 February 1854 that
because no explanation had been given as to why the boats
were required nor as to what description of boats would be
necessary it was impossible to sanction a requisition sent in
this “loose sort of way”.3?

Early in 1854 the first section based near Gladstone and
another section of Native Police at Rannes were serving in the
Port Curtis district. Sub-Lieutenant Frederick Keen had been
posted to the command at Rannes from Yabba. He arrived at
Traylan on 21 February and left for Rannes on 25 F ebruary,
taking Corporal Hammond with him.>
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On 8 March 1854 the section at Rannes was inspected by
Acting Adjutant Dolan who made an unfavourable report on
finding clothing, arms, accoutrements, and saddlery dirty and
all the horses except one in bad condition and with sore
backs. Norman Hay of Rannes informed Dolan that this
- resulted from the habit of the men, while out on duty and in
the absence of an officer, hunting emus and kangaroos. Dolan
also reported that shortly before Keen’s arrival at Rannes
Sergeant Willey had quitted his post, taking troopers Barry
and Delaney with him to Traylan. They allegedly had left to
get blankets. Six troopers were left at Rannes. Dolan found
Delaney at a station with his horse knocked up and suffering
from a bad fistula. Barry, who was found later, informed
Dolan that the old hands were in the habit of sending him on
all fatigues so that some days he went without breakfast until
the middle of the day. Dolan reported there were five old
harids and four young troopers in the section and “when it
came to pointing, wherever Corporal Coreen Jimmy and
trooper Paddy were, the young hands had no chance with
them”. Dolan had directed Keen to use every exertion to
bring his men into their former good state of discipline and
order and also had written to Lieutenant Murray on the
subject.3®

On 25 February 1854 Walker, then at Brisbane, had
written to the colonial secretary stating that on frequent
occasions the officers had complained of the impertinent
manner in which Dolan had conducted himself towards them.
Walker enclosed with his letter a charge by Dr. Brown of
Gayndah of impertinence by Dolan towards him. Walker
recommended that Dolan be removed from the Native Police
Force.37 Dolan subsequently tendered his resignation to
Walker but later withdrew it. In writing to Walker, Dolan
stated he had never shown any disrespect to the former and
denied he had been harsh to the men of the Native Police. He
added that he would cut the ears off any person s?eaking
about the commanding officer and his sergeant major.”®

On 1 June 1854 Marshall wrote from Traylan informing
Walker that he feared Keen had little or no control over the
third section and it was evident he was inattentive to his
duties. Marshall stated that horses coming into Traylan from
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the section were evidently subject to a great deal of hard
galloping and men had arrived without any return of what
they should have with them. Marshall gave the instance of
trooper Billy Easy arriving with one holster, no jacket, and
one shirt which, if Keen had sent a return, could have been
checsked as having been brought away with the trooper or
not.>? :

Shortly after writing this report, Marshall with troopers
John, Sambo, Sam, and Paul, and accompanied by Dr.
Swifte, visited Rannes. There several of the Native Police
were found ill with influenza but recovered after attention by
Dr. Swifte. Marshall removed trooper Barry, who evidently
was overworked and who looked half-starved, and replaced
him with trooper Sambo. Marshall, on finding that Murray
had not visited Rannes, wrote instructing him to do so and to
rectify the evident mismanagement going on.%°

On receiving Marshall’s report, Walker suspended Sub-
Lieutenant Keen in consequence of inefficiency.*! FitzRoy,
on receipt of Walker’s recommendation, approved of Keen
being continued in his rank until the end of the year in order
that he could have another opportunity of learning his duty
at headquarters under a superior officer, but not in command
of a detachment. FitzRoy’s attention had been drawn
previously to Keen. Elyard of the colonial secretary’s office
had informed Walker by letter of 9 August 1854 that Keen
was at Port Curtis when FitzZRoy was there and his conduct
had been represented to the governor general as discreditable.
As this had not been reported officially to FitzRoy, the latter
had not noticed it nor enquired under what authority Keen
had left his post to visit Port Curtis.*2? In July Keen was
replaced at Rannes by Sub-Lieutenant Robert Walker,
formerly stationed during 1854 at Thomson’s station Walla in
the lower Burnett on the route between Maryborough and
the Kolan River.*3 o

Although Ferguson, when writing from Traylan to
Walker,*4 had mentioned there was as usual no information
in Robert Walker’s despatch, an excellent report on the sub-
lieutenant and his seventh section at Walla had been made by
Acting Adjutant Dolan after his inspection in February 1854.
Dolan found the men of the seventh section in good health,
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order, and state of disciplin€, horses in good condition
without sore backs, and arms, accoutrements, saddlery, and
clothing clean. Local graziers had reported to Dolan that the
section had been of great service to that part of the
district.?

Following the request by Commissioner of Crown Lands
Halloran at the end of 1853, a detachment of Native Police
led by Corporal Edward had been stationed under Halloran at
Tinana for the protection of Halloran and the neighbourhood
of Wide Bay. Following the orders of Walker to visit this
detachment and report on its state as well as to enquire
whether Halloran was going to change his residence from
Maryborough to Gayndah, Dolan inspected the detachment
on 10 February 1854. On his way to Tinana, Dolan had met
Halloran on the road within thirty miles of Maryborough. In
Halloran’s party were the new district .surveyor and Native
Police troopers Dick and Tahiti acting as his orderlies. A
white- trooper of Halloran’s had told Dolan the party was
proceeding to report on new runs down the Burnett. Dolan
passed on without speaking to Halloran. At Maryborough,
finding the report of Halloran’s intention to remove to
Gayndah to be true, Dolan wrote to Corporal Edward in-
structing him to hold himself and party in readiness to return
to headquarters the day Halloran left for Gayndah. Edward
gave the note to Halloran who wrote to Dolan that he would
forward Dolan’s note to the commandant as it made the men
unsettled and wish to return to their comrades. Halloran
queried the right of a subaltern to interfere with men placed
under his command. Dolan wrote to Walker reporting the
detachment in good order, the men in good health and
discipline, and the horses free from sore backs and in good
condition. He enclosed the note he had received from
Halloran.?®

Dolan made a further report to Lieutenant Marshall at
Traylan on 16 March 1854.*7 Marshall next day wrote to
Walker querying Halloran’s right to employ the Native Police
troopers stationed at Tinana as his orderlies.* 8

Meanwhile, Halloran, following Dolan’s visit, had written
on 28 February 1854 from ‘Tinana to Walker.*® Halloran
stated he had found the men orderly and obedient, never
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using any improper expression, and the task of bringing them
to this state must have required no ordinary degree of energy
and perseverance. The men had been useful in keeping the
Aborigines - from Tinana and in dispersing salt water
Aborigines lately assembled in large numbers round the town
and threatening to rescue an Aborigine named Derobbery
who was in the lockup after his committal for trial for
murder. Sometimes there had been squabbles amongst the
men caused by the Aboriginal women for, in addition to
Louisa, one named Margaret had come with Dick with the
sanction of a Native Police officer. Halloran wrote that a few
weeks previously he had seen Corporal Edward take up a
heavy stick and go to Dick’s room and strike Margaret one or
two blows and then Dick a blow. A scuffle had occurred then
between Edward and Dick. Halloran, after separating them,
reprimanded both who later shook hands and appeared
reconciled.

Halloran informed Walker that, as he was a bad bushman,
he had taken Dick and Tahiti — both not well he thought
from want of exercise — with him to the Kolan River. Both
had improved from the trip. On returning to Tinana after
Dolan’s visit, Halloran wrote that he found Edward very un-
settled and discontented. Edward told Halloran he had been
ordered by Dolan to return to Traylan to bring down his
wife. Halloran allowed him to go.

Shortly afterwards, Halloran again wrote informing Walker
that, two days after the scuffle between Edward and Dick,
Edward and Rodney were sent to bring in Rodney’s horse
running at Corfields. Edward then without permission had
gone to Walla and reported to Sub-Lieutenant Walker that
Dick had struck him and disobeyed his orders. Halloran also
believed that Edward had made a similar report to Dolan who
had taken down Dick’s name for punishment. Halloran added
that he looked forward to making Walker’s personal acquaint-
ance.>©

Corporal Larry was sent from Traylan to relieve Edward.
He arrived at Tinana on 28 February. In defiance of
Halloran’s orders, Larry left on the night of 16 April to
return to Traylan. Larry not only took his two police horses
but also a kangaroo dog belonging to Halloran. Shortly after
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leaving Tinana, one of Larry’s horses had an eye knocked out
and was left behind.

Halloran, in reporting Larry’s misconduct to Marshall,
stated that Larry had attempted to visit Maryborough with-
out permission and after being turned back by a town con-
stable had left. Halloran added that Rodney was leaving with
him for Brisbane on 1 May. He also asked for the replace-
ment of Tahiti, a quiet well-behaved man in whom Halloran
had great confidence, as Tahiti’s wife wished to return to
Traylan.5!

On 19 May 1854 Marshall wrote 1nform1ng Walker that
Larry had been sent to accompany Sub-Lieutenant Fortescue
to Callandoon.>?

At Traylan Marshall, who had not recelved a reply from
Walker as to Halloran’s right to use Native Police troopers as
orderlies, again wrote on 19 May to Walker on the subject.
He referred also to Halloran’s proposal to take Rodney with
him to Brisbane. He said he had given written instructions to
‘Dolan to remove the detachment from Tinana if Walker’s
purpose, for which the detachment had been placed under
Halloran’s orders, had not been carried out — unless by doing
so Halloran’s family would be left without protection during
his absence in Brisbane.®3

Dolan found Tinana poorly protected as Rodney and Dick
had accompanied Halloran to Brisbane. He referred the
matter back to Marshall who meanwhile had received
Walker’s instructions to remove the detachment. Marshall had
sent Sergeant Sam to carry out those instructions.

Halloran had returned to Tinana and, after meeting Dolan,
had forthwith started Bunya Jimmy and Tahiti for
Traylan.®* The two troopers passed Sergeant Sam on the
road. When travelling to Brisbane, Halloran had left troopers
Dick and Rodney at Balfour’s station Colinton when Dick
became ill. On Dick’s recovery, instead of returning direct to
Tinana, both had visited Cressbrook and then Yabba.5%
Sergeant Sam found them at Corfield’s station.

Marshall, when reporting to Walker the removal of the
Tinana detachment, stated that the horses returned were in a
dreadful state. Corporal Larry’s horse had lost an eye.
Marshall referred also to Halloran’s violation of his promise
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to Walker by taking two troopers as orderlies to Brisbane and
expressed his thought that this action of Halloran’s showed
that the neighbourhood of Maryborough was not as disturbed
as Halloran had reported.s ©

At Traylan in May 1854 the shortage of Native Police was
such as to cause Marshall to write to Walker requesting
instructions as to how the postal communication between
Traylan and Port Curtis was to be carried on. Marshall then
had only three men at the barracks fit for duty and these
troopers were to be employed as an escort for Hay’s cattle
for Rannes that were expected daily. Troopers Rinaldo and
Timothy (who died soon afterwards) were escorting sheep to
Port Curtis. Oliver had left for Sandeman’s Burrandowan for
police supplies and trooper Conway had arrived from
Burrandowan totally unfit for duty. Colds were prevalent at
Traylan.>’? :

Sub-Lieutenant Fortescue with the horse team and ten
troopers, recruited by Walker for the new ninth section,
arrived from Callandoon at Traylan on 23 July.5 ®

During the first six months of 1854 the districts of Port
Curtis, Burnett and Wide Bay had been relatively peaceful.
Sections of the corps then were serving on the Richmond and
in the districts of Darling Downs and Maranoa and in the
newly formed Leichhardt district.
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Lieutenant Irving was in command at the Wondai Gumbal
Native Police station during the absence on sick leave of
Lieutenant Fulford during the early months of 1854 until
Fulford’s resumption of duty on 11 April. Irving was assisted
by Senior Sub-Lieutenant Francis Nicoll, who arrived at
Wondai Gumbal on 22 January 1854, and Sergeant Graham.

Irving found early that frequent patrols were necessary
because of the unsettled state of the neighbourhood. For this
purpose there was a shortage of hobbles, quart and pint pots,
saddle straps, saddle cloths, stirrup leathers, girths, bridle
reins, and ball cartridge and he quickly requisitioned supplies
of these items from Callandoon.! Fulford had requisitioned
for five hundred sheep required for rations for Wondai
Gumbeal for the year 1854.2

Irving enquired into and on 20 February reported on the
supposed murder of an Aborigine in the district by a white
man named Burnsides who had shot at an Aborigine prowling
about at night. However Irving could obtain no evidence that
the shot had killed the Aborigine nor that a body exhumed
by Sergeant Graham was that of the Aborigine prowling
about that night.?

On 20 February, Irving forwarded Sergeant Sam of the
second section to Callandoon headquarters and reported to
Walker on the sergeant’s insubordination.* On the evening of
6 February Irving had observed a new gunyah in course of
erection at the gins’ camp. On being informed by trooper
Toby that it belonged to trooper Robert, Irving had ordered
it to be pulled down, saying that young policemen were not
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allowed to take gins and put up gunyahs without first
obtaining permission. This was in accordance with the system
laid down by Walker. Sam then came up and stated with
much abusive language that the gunyah was for him. Irving
cautioned Sam as to the possibility of his stripes being
removed and Sam then became .violent before the whole of
the police quartered at Wondai Gumbal. Irving then
threatened Sam with handcuffs. Sam defied Irving to do
anything to him and, running into the barrack, brought out a
pair of handcuffs. He invited Irving to go to his camp as the
key was there. Sam then turned to the men of his section and
ordered them to throw Irving down and put the handcuffs on
him. Although Sam repeated this order the men refused to
obey him. Sam repeatedly had used such expressions as ‘“You
be damned”, ‘“You be buggered”, “You damn bugger”, and
had kept shaking his first in Irving’s face. The men had
expressed their disapprobation of Sam’s conduct.

Sub-Lieutenant Nicoll and Sergeant Graham had witnessed
the whole incident. Irving enclosed with his report a report
from Nicoll stating that on 15 February 1854, during Irving’s
absence from Wondai Gumbal on patrol, he heard loud
screams in the women’s gunyah and there found Sam beating
Bungaree’s gin ‘“‘unmercifully with a riding whip’’. Walker
subsequently posted Sam to Traylan.

Fulford, whom Irving relieved, had been instructed by
Walker when Sergeant Skelton was removed from the
Dawson on 31 October 1852 to have nothing to do with the
Dawson district except in cases of emergency.’ Irving, who
had received no such instructions however, told Nicoll that if
he went to the Dawson he must do so on his own responsi-
bility.® Nicoll may have brought the subject up with Irving.
Nicoll was at the time writing direct to Walker on friendly
terms. Nicoll did start for the Dawson on 9 March and was
forced by flooded creeks to return to Wondai Gumbal on 24
March 1854. Nicoll wrote his report to Irving on the day of
his return.” After leaving Irving at Tieryboo, Nicoll with his
detachment had proceeded to Wallann where he searched two
Aboriginal camps in the vicinity for escaped prisoners but
found no trace of those sought. On 12 March Nicoll started
for Royd’s station Juandah where he waited four days in
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hopes of spare ammunition reaching him. Then Miller’s dray
from Kinnoul arrived with reports of outrages committed by
Aborigines on the upper Dawson. After making sixty rounds
of ball cartridge from powder and lead supplied by Royd,
Nicoll travelled to Roche’s station Mary Dale. There, shortly
after his arrival, corporals Jingle and Walter with trooper
Mulberry came up with a supply of ball cartridge, having
ridden from Bogandilla that day. Their horses were so tired as
to prevent Nicoll leaving Mary Dale the following day.

Over the next three days rain fell without cessation. On
the rain clearing, Nicoll started for King’s station on 20
March and arrived there after swimming several creeks. He
pushed on the same afternoon to Sandy Creek which was
impassable. Nicoll then returned for that night to King’s. As
the country was saturated, Nicoll decided to return to
Bogandilla and proceed from there along the marked tree line
to Kinnoul. He remained a day at Juandah to rest the horses
but between there and Bogandilla nearly all the horses
knocked up. As the troopers’ saddles were in such a state as
to cause injury to men and horses, Nicoll was compelled to
return to Wondai Gumbal from Bogandilla.

Nicoll stated that a strong and fully equipped party would
be required for the river Dawson by reason of the immense
size of the scrubs and the fact that the chief Aboriginal
depredations were committed on the most distant parts of
the cattle runs.

Writing a personal letter to Walker from Wondai Gumbal
on 1 April 1854, Nicoll referred to the floods beating him to
the Dawson, the thermometer falling forty-eight degrees in
twenty-four hours, and the men getting ill and the saddles
being literally in pieces. With the assistance of Sergeant
Graham, Nicoll had taken the saddles to pieces and restuffed
them with wool shorn from the ration sheep. He had never
seen anyone work harder than Graham. Nicoll thought he
should be ready for another start in a couple of days “and
then Dawson gentlemen, look out!” He stated that fate had
sent him into the bush before becoming quite acclimatized.
He had been ill for some time after coming to Wondai
Gumbal and expected to be laid up again unless he could get
some vegetables. He had seen by the papers that Walker had
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got more recruits. He had heard deserter Jimmy McCann had
been at Warra Warra. He wrote of a well-knit and intelligent
lad speaking English well and about seventeen years of age
who wished to join the Native Police. Nicoll mentioned the
departure of Lesters from Tieryboo. Mrs. Lester had wished
to be remembered to Walker. She had used the Aboriginal
name bestowed upon Walker by his police, Morum Billak.®

On 5 April Nicoll again started for the Dawson. Dividing
his party and sending Sergeant Graham with Corporal Robin
Hood and troopers Wilfred Owen, Brennan, Numa, Hannibal,
Steeny, and Owen by way of Bogandilla, Nicoll proceeded
with Corporal Walter and troopers Robert, Peter, Luke,
Jerome, Herbert, and Norman by way of Wallann. On 6
April, Nicoll arrived at Juandah where on the following day
he was joined by Graham and his detachment. On 9 April, he
proceeded to Roche’s Mary Dale where no Aborigines had
been seen on the run for some time. Next day he arrived at
Kinnoul where no traces of Aborigines had been found for
upwards of two months. On 11 April, Nicoll proceeded
across the river to Owen’s station Onnaberry. There he made
inquiries respecting an attack on Owen and the murder of his
“Black boy”. Next day he proceeded to Scott’s station
Hornet Bank where he found all quiet and took an affidavit
from William Fraser respecting a recent case of cattle killing
there.

Leaving troopers Wilfred and Owen sick at Hornet Bank,
Nicoll on 14 April travelled up Scott’s Creek and camped
that night in the broken country at its head. Next day he
travelled along the range west northwest and camped at night
near the head of the Dawson River. On 16 April, he travelled
along the range in a north northeast direction and coming to
a part of the broken country impassable for horses made for
the open country. He camped that night on the plains about
sixteen miles from Scott’s station. Next day he returned to
Hornet Bank having seen no traces of Aborigines although he
had stationed troopers on the highest trees he could find,
both at sunrise and sunset every day, to look out for smoke.
The horses were much knocked up from the boggy nature of

the country.
Heavy rain fell for two days and on 20 April Nicoll pro-
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ceeded to Onnaberry where Robert Owen had returned and
an affidavit was taken by him as to the murder of Owen’s
“Black boy”. Next day Nicoll sent to barracks Sergeant
Graham, who had been subpoenaed as a witness in the trial of
Sippy at Brisbane, and also Corporal Walter and troopers
Wilfred Owen, Steeney, and Numa. The first three native
policemen were sick and Numa had been injured in crossing
the broken country. Numa’s horse, also injured, had been left
at Hornet Bank in Fraser’s charge. From 20 to 25 April
Nicoll found no traces of Aborigines on Onnaberry, Kinnoul,
or Bungaban. The overseer of Bungaban on returning from
Cockatoo station reported all was quiet at the latter station.
On 26 April Nicoll proceeded to Juandah, nearly the whole
of his party being sick. On 27 April he arrived at Wallann and
next day arrived at Wondai Gumbal.

With the exception of Aborigines on Wallann, Nicoll
reported to Fulford he had seen only one Aboriginal woman,
said to be Corporal Larry’s and left by Sub-Lieutenant Bligh
at Kinnoul. He also reported he had had difficulty in procur-
ing fresh meat for the troopers and most suffered from sick-
ness in consequence.’

At Wondai Gumbal Lieutenant Irving — having heard from
Lieutenant Fulford, who had resumed duties, that Command-
ant Walker had not heard from him since 1 January 1854 —
wrote to Walker on 29 April stating there had been no
neglect on his part as he had written frequently. Irving
thought his letters had been detained at Traylan.

Irving also referred to Sergeant Graham starting for
Brisbane without a shilling to take him down. Irving had
loaned Graham some money. Graham had given Irving an
authority to receive his pay cheque which had been returned
to Graham in the previous February ‘“defaced from an error
in the date”. Ferguson had written from Traylan stating he
had forwarded the defaced cheque to Walker. Irving wrote
that he was getting hard up as, apart from lending Graham
money, he had since spent £12 on account of the Native
Police. Irving asked how the outstanding accounts were to be
paid. He had settled some and forwarded them receipted to
Traylan and expected the remainder by the next post as he
had written circulars to the settlers for them.!©
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On 19 May 1854, Sub-Lieutenant Nicoll also wrote from
Wondai Gumbal to Walker, drawing attention to his not hav-
ing received one farthing of his salary and forage allowance
for the current year. Nicoll claimed that his horses from his
patrols were unfit for service and, until he became aware of
his arrears of salary and forage allowance having been placed
to his credit at the Commercial Bank, Sydney, he would not
be able to remount himself. He had forwarded the necessary
abstract and vouchers, duly signed, to headquarters in
March.!! Nicoll had ceased writing friendly letters to Walker.
Instead he wrote complaining to the colonial secretary of not
receiving any salary or forage allowance for the current year.
Nicoll asked whether the government would approve of his
taking legal steps to recover the arrears due to him.!? On 8
August 1854 the Colonial Secretary’s Office wrote to Walker
asking him to offer any comment on the complaint received.
Walker replied from Traylan that on his arrival at Wondai
Gumbal in August he produced to Nicoll his cheque book
showing that the amount due to 30 June 1854 had been paid
into the Union instead of the Commercial Bank which had
caused Nicoll to be without his pay until September when it
was transferred.! 3

From 18 May to 13 June 1854, Lieutenant Irving with a
detachment patrolled the Moonie River and neighbourhood
and reported the country quiet. Until 21 May 1854, Lieut-
enant Fulford with a detachment patrolled the country be-
tween the Tchanning and FitzZRoy Downs. Aborigines were
rushing and killing cattle near the heads of the Yuleba and
Bungil Creeks. A collision occurred and two Aborigines were
shot by the police. From 31 May to 7 June, Fulford patrolled
in the neighbourhood of Wallann and reported all quiet save
at one out sheep station which had been robbed a few days
before his visit. No tracks could be found. From 15 to 25
June, Nicoll patrolled the country between Wondai Gumbal
and Surat. From 23 to 25 June, after information received
that a large number of Aborigines in that neighbourhood
intended attacking the station, Irving with a detachment
went to Warkon but found all quiet. From 30 June to 18
July, Nicoll patrolled the Balonne River.

From 1 July to 9 July, Fulford travelled up Tchanning
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Creek, visiting Wallann, Kettle’s station Bogandilla, and then
on to Tieryboo. On returning to Wondai Gumbal, Fulford
received information that a flock of sheep had been taken by
Aborigines from a Chinese shepherd of Rea’s. Enquiries rev-
ecaled the Chinaman had seen' only three Aborigines in the
bush and had run away. Fulford recovered all the sheep with
the exception of three. Fulford arrested three Aborigines
who were identified by the Chinaman as those seen by him
but, after marching them to Blyth’s, Fulford let them go.
Fulford returned on 17 July to Wondai Gumbal where a
number of Native Police had been sick with colds and influ-
enza. A trooper had died on 13 July.!?

After leaving Traylan at the end of January 1854, Walker’s
movements during the following three months are obscure.
Correspondence was addressed to him at Yabba and Drayton.
It seems he visited the Clarence district to recruit. On 4 May
1854 he wrote reporting to the colonial secretary that he had
succeeded in levying the two new sections authorized to re-
place those gone on to Port Curtis district.! > He wrote of the
arduous duty entailed, having had no assistance and being
often obliged to drive the dray. New recruits required con-
stant attendance from morning till night and to add to his
difficulties seven of the men fell ill and never recovered by
nursing and good diet.

These recruits, Walker reported, were a very orderly obed-
ient lot of men only requiring ‘“‘patience and tact to make
them efficient police”. They had then already made great
advances in riding and carbine practice. Two of them, Rom-
ulus and William Brisbane, were already so complete that
Walker was sending them with Sergeant Boney to Wondai
Gumbal as fit for duty and to exchange with two old
troopers who would materially assist Walker in drilling the
others. Corporal Robin Hood, asked for by Walker, was
absent from Wondai Gumbal on patrol so Nicoll sent Walker
trooper Toby in his place.

Walker had written to Sub-Lieutenant Fortescue, then at
Traylan, requesting the latter to join him at Callandoon. By
the time Fortescue arrived, Walker expected to have one sec-
tion ready for service. Fortescue joined Walker at Callandoon
on 2 June and started on 15 June with the new ninth section

147



A Board of Enquiry

and the horse team for Traylan.

Walker also wrote of having trouble with the horses which

could be obtained only half-broken. Many of the men had
never been on horseback and one horse had broken the leg of
one of Walker’s best rough riders, Alerigo. The saddlery and
accoutrements supplied, being of a different pattern, had to
be altered.
. Walker expressed his intention of sending Sergeant Graham
on 30 June with three men to reinforce Lieutenant Morisset
on the Clarence. He was taking the remainder with him to
Wondai Gumbal direct through the scrubs. From Wondai
Gumbal Walker intended proceeding to the Leichhardt dist-
rict where he wished to show the Aborigines he had such a
force as to deter them from future aggressions. For this pur-
pose the fourth section from Traylan and the sixth section, if
it could be spared from Wondai Gumbal, were to meet him in
the Leichhardt district. Leaving the tenth section in the latter
district under Sub-Lieutenant Nicoll, Walker then intended
proceeding with the fourth section to Rannes to inspect the
seventh section there. Walker added that he had made arrang-
ements with Mr. Gordon Sandeman for the rationing of the
police in the Leichhardt district and Sandeman had placed a
hut at his disposal for the use of the troopers. Sandeman,
who had purchased Owen’s run, in writing to Walker had
mentioned that the settlers on the Dawson were anxious to
have a resident police force."

At that time Government Resident Wickham of Brisbane
also had requested the appointment of a small body of Native
Police in the police district of Brisbane. Wickham was infor-
med by letter of 30 June 1854 that the governor feared the
matter was too late for the estimates shortly to be submitted
to the Legislative Council but the acting colonial treasurer
and the acting auditor general had been apprised that it was
considered desirable to place the amount required on any
additional estimates which may be brought forward before
the close of the session. The governor was quite aware that
the protection sought was much required in parts of the dis-
trict where the Aborigines were dangerous and trouble-
some.! 7

Walker, on arriving at Wondai Gumbal in August, wrote to
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the colonial secretary explaining the reason why he had not
sent a report as promised before leaving Callandoon. He had
been awaiting the returns from Wondai Gumbal and, on arri-
ving there, had found those returns had been sent to Traylan,
so unwillingly he was compelled to delay his report until he
reached the latter place.!® It is evident that Walker’s inten-
tion of proceeding to Rannes after visiting the upper Dawson
had become subservient to the problem of the financial state
of the corps.

Up to 31 July 1854 Walker wrote that all the extensive
districts over which the Native Police had been patrolling
were in a state of peace, unbroken except for the murder of
Kettle on 5 February, “an unfortunate occurrence which
might have been prevented if the information relative to the
intention of the blacks to revenge themselves on Mr. Kettle
had been made known to the officers of the Native Police at
Wondai Gumbal”.

Before the 1856 Select Committee, Lieutenant Francis
Nicoll stated there was one place on the Tchanning — namely
Bogandilla where Mr. Kettle who was killed by Aborigines
built a station — which was close under the range and where
he did not think the Aborigines would-ever be quiet.'® On 3
July 1855 Commissioner of Crown Lands W. H. Wiseman
wrote to his chief commissioner from Rannes: “The Tribe
which frequented the Upper Dawson River and the waters of
Dogwood and Tchanning rivers running into the Condamine
were the same which had murdered George Kettle Esq. and
took away his sheep during the previous year.” Wiseman
thought this was also the same tribe that in the first month of
his commissionership had murdered no less than six persons:
Mr. James MacLaren, his shepherd, two shepherds of Mr.
Joseph King, and also another helper and his wife on the
Tchanning.?°

Walker, when writing from Wondai Gumbal in August,
stated he had previously reported his fears for the safety of
the Leichhardt district ““consequent to the unavoidable retire-
ment of Sub-Lieutenant Nicoll from that District’’, and he
regretted to state that his fears had been realized. The pre-
vious day he had received news of the murders, on 4 and 5
August, of MacLaren and his two shepherds on Kinnoul near
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the Dawson River.2!

Walker was then on the point of starting to the assistance
of the settlers in that district with but a newly raised section.
The carbines of five of the men were of such a description as
to be unable to hit a target at sixty yards. Nicoll and the
troopers whose assistance Walker had expected could not be
spared from patrol service at Wondai Gumbal and the fourth
section which ought to have supported him from Traylan had
not started from there on 1 August.

Walker also expressed fears for the safety of the stations
about Rannes as it appeared that only five men of the sev-
enth section (the remainder being invalids) had proceeded
there to relieve the third. Walker wrote that he had expressed
his great dissatisfaction to Marshall on having thus risked the
lives and property of the settlers and their servants when he
could easily have provided for their protection. He stated
that Marshall had by his own report six men idle at Traylan.

On 20 or 23 August?? Walker left Wondai Gumbhal for the
upper Dawson. Upon his arrival at Miller’s station Kinnoul,
where MacLaren and his two shepherds were killed, he was
joined by the fourth section under Sergeant Alexander
Walker. Leaving three troopers for the protection of Mrs.
MacLaren’s property, where Miller had supplied a good hut
for the sole use of the Native Police, Walker started the ser-
- geant with eight troopers of the fourth section “to look after
Blacks who were still hovering about the vicinity of the place
where they had committed such wanton murder”.

Walker with the new recruits of the tenth section followed
the tracks of Aborigines though feeling sure he was not
following the main body as there were only the tracks of
sixteen men. From the top of Lynd’s Range Walker saw the
smoke of the main body in the very direction that he had
sent the sergeant. After four days “‘anxious tracking” Walker
and his troopers overtook a small party ‘“camped in an extr-
aordinary place on a rocky eminence at the foot of a range”.
So well did the new recruits obey Walker’s orders that, un-
seen by the Aborigines, they scaled the rocks and took
possession of the camp and spears. As soon as the women and
children got out of the way, by Walker’s orders, the men
fired and two Aborigines were wounded. Walker was satisfied
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with this. Although he knew these Aborigines had been at the
camp at the time of the murders, he could not be sure that
the actual murderers were present.

Walker then returned to Miller’s. He found that the ser-
geant had allowed the main body to pass him ‘“notwith-
standing the advice of the Native Corporal Larry”. In the
meantime troopers Orlando and Pelham, after going to
Juandah to fetch up his papers, had returned and reported
that the main body had gone into the stations and that
friendly Aborigines had pointed out two of the murderers at
Juandah.23 Walker required his papers for his visit to
Traylan. He was hastening there to forward his delayed
report to the colonial secretary from the returns sent there
by the sections.

Consequently, for the security of the settlers on the upper
Dawson during his absence at Traylan, Walker proceeded to
distribute his troopers among the stations. Four troopers
were posted at Fraser’s Hornet Bank station which he con-
sidered the most exposed to attack. Three troopers took
charge of the late MacLaren’s property, three troopers were
posted at an out-station of Miller’s, and two strong patrol
parties were started to watch the Aborigines in the district.

Corporals Larry and Tahiti commenced the patrols and
Corporal Edward acted as orderly corporal to Sergeant
Walker for the purpose of carrying the latter’s orders to the
different posts. The sergeant was given written instructions
from the commandant and every post had written orders for
reference to the settlers at those stations where they were
placed. Walker accompanied the patrol parties, but as the
horses were nearly knocked up the greater part of the men
walked, changing with the men who were mounted. Walker
took his turn with the troopers. Walker’s object, to use his
own words, was to disperse the main body and if possible to
punish the murderers. Walker reported that the murderers
were found mixed up with friendly Aborigines and being
afraid to injure the innocent he ordered his corporals to dis-
perse them without firing a shot. This was done. The police
marched into their camp at nine o’clock at night. The Abor-
igines were surprised and broke up into three parties. The
police followed until those pursued took refuge at Cockatoo,
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the station of Livingstone “who was much gratified at these
men being dispersed without his own friends being injured”.

On 21 September 1854, Walker started for Traylan. The
corporals returned to the sergeant with a letter from Walker
directing the first patrol to watch the Aborigines as soon as
the horses were fit for work.2# Despite these precautions two
men, Charles Moreton and George