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LINCOLN — Luke Gifford is like 
you, Husker fan. He attended high 
school about five miles from Memori-
al Stadium. He grew up bleeding red. 
The Nebraska linebacker plays for 
the “N” on the helmet. He was one of 
the last and most forceful players to 
speak after Nebraska’s 21-17 loss to 
Northern Illinois.

“There is a sense of urgency, and 
the standard here has not changed,” 
Gifford said. “Losing is not OK.” 

Especially not for coach Mike Riley, 
losing to a Mid-American Conference 
team, in the third year and 29th game 
of his tenure.

Fans quietly emptying the stadium, 
their disappointed murmurs lost in 
a gusting north wind, is not OK. Two 
NIU pick-sixes are not OK. Running 
for fewer than 100 yards —  for the 
fourth time in eight games — is not 
OK. A Husker cornerback’s personal 
foul, which allowed a MAC team to 
kneel out a win, is not OK. An offense 
whose players admit they were press-
ing after a mere 7-0 deficit is not OK. 

When offensive coordinator Danny 
Langsdorf’s assessment of quarter-
back Tanner Lee starts with “I think 
he’d be OK if he wasn’t getting hit as 
much,” Lee, and the offensive line 
protecting him, are not OK. 

When the normally silent athletic 

PRESSURE COOKER
First-quarter interception return TDs put NU in a hole; 
comeback falls short, leaving Riley ‘bitterly disappointed’
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Shawn Eichorst meets with media 
after loss. Lee Barfknecht writes 
A.D. is smack in the middle of what’s 
become of Husker football. 8CF
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Replay postgame interviews with 
coach Mike Riley and select players. 
Omaha.com/bigred

LINCOLN — I 
don’t know where 
to begin on this one 
because, well, this 
wasn’t an upset.

If a train wreck 
occurs in Memorial 
Stadium and nobody 
stops to watch, did it 
happen? As North-
ern Illinois players 

stormed the field in celebration, 
Husker fans shuffled quietly away.

The sound of boos had filled the 
air earlier in the day, but there was 
nothing but silence now. Was it the 
sound of acceptance? That’s the 
question now.

Barring far better play, 
someone will likely pay
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Nebraska quarterback Tanner Lee, 
hurried by Josh Corcoran, was under 
pressure from Northern Illinois during 
most of Saturday’s game.  
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