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INTRODUCTION

Florence Wilson Bessac whetted my interest in the background of the
Melson Family and its related lines in 1939.In a sprightly letter written
at the time of my selection for promotion to CAPTAIN,U.S.NAVY,she remarked
assigment to duty at the Norfolk Naval Shipyard,Portsmouth,Virginia placed
me near the homes of the earliest known members of the family.This fact,and
the discovery on a map of the location of the small community of Melson,MD.,
started me on the long road of tracing our ancestors and learning as much
as possible about them,who they were,where they lived and what they did.Flor-
ence graciously sent me a copy of the information she had received from her
grandmother,Matilda Melson Wilson,together with the names of two east coast
cousins,Mrs.Mirian Melson Strack and her daughter,Miss Anne Melson Stommel.
These cousins gladly permitted me to study their records.From the volumi-
nous information that formed the basis for my records,the assembly of
the supplemental information that eventually tied our lines to the first
members of the family to arrive in America got underway.

In pursuing the trails of our ancestors,I regretted I was unable to
supplement what Florence Bessac,Marian Strack and Anne Stommel provided
with the recollections of my parents,grandparents and great-aunts.As a
child,I recall having heard Great-Aunts 'Nervy','Tilly',and 'Josie'tell
about their childhoods in Missouri and the slow tiresome crossing of the
plains and mountains to Oregon in 1864 in a covered wagon.Grandmother
Melson spoke of the friendship her parents had with Abraham Lincoln in
Petersburg,Illinois,and Grandfather Noah Welch told of his youth in
south-eastern Ohio,Alas,none of us other than Florence thought then to
write down these tales and reminicences.Florence had inveigled her grand-
mother to chart her ancestry back through Daniel Melson Junior.This chart
drawn on a piece of brown wrapping paper on her grandmother's kitchen floor
permitted us to tie what she had drawn with the information passed along
to Marian Melson Strack by her father.Without the valuable information
lost when time stilled the voices of my parents,grandparents and other
relatives,the trail in ultimately tracing the generations took many
long years of effort.

Thanks to the records of Florence,Marian and Anne together with the
assistance of many more relatives and other with whom I corresponded
over the years,the history of the Melson Family gradually emerged.Without
the unstinting assistance of these dedicated contributors,this account
could never have been written.Regrettfully gaps remain in our knowledge
of our ancestors that cry out to be filled.To my intense disappointment,
we have been unable to determine exactly from where they lived in England
before emigrating to the New World,and what were the forces that impelled
their so doing.Through the research of Mr.John D.Melsom,Framlingham,Suffolk,
England,we know about the settlement of Melsonby,North Riding,Yorkshire
and its founder. Obviously,our ancestors emigrated to this country during
the formative years of its earliest settlements to begin better lives.The
first Melson(Mellson) known to have landed,did so in 1650,barely forty
years after the first settlements were made.

Basically farmers and planters during those early years in Colonial
America,they moved quietly through the pages of history.Infrequent glimpses
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of them are to be found in the archives retained in the Eastern Shore
Courthouses,and the Halls of Record of the States of Delaware,Maryland
and Virginia.For almost two centuries,they accumulated land,seldom sell-
ing,passing these acres onto their sons.After the American Revolution,some
were swept up in the unrest that sent thousands to the south and to the
west of the original colonies.These migrations continued until the shores
of the Pacific Ocean were reached and the vast interior of the continent
had been filled.It was not until our generation that descendents of these
earlier pioneers reversed the flow and again saw the Atlantic Ocean.It
will be interesting to know what the future hold for our descendents.

In addition to the help I received from Mrs.Eugene P.(Florence Wilson)
Bessac,Riverbank,CA;Mrs.Henry D.(Marian Melson)Strack,and her daughter,
Miss Anne Melson Stommel,Red Bank,NJ;I am deeply indebted to all the
cousins and friends who have cheerfully permitted me to use their records
in assembling what we now know about the Melson and allied families.Among
these are John D.Melsom.Framlingham,Suffolk,England;Leamon Ackley Melson
Jr.,Williamsburg,VA;Mr.and Mrs.Matthew B.Gordy,Houston,TX;Mrs.T.Moore
Holcombe IV(M.Catherine Downing),Milford,DE;Dr.Harry Robert Glahn,Falls
Church,VA;Mr.Frank Baker Melson,Arlington,VA;Mr.Alfred Vaughn Melson,Berlin,
MD;my sisters Mrs.Courtney (Ruth Melson)Duncanson and Mrs.Ewald D.(Evelyn
Melson)Franz,Keizer,OR for their assistance in researching the Melson
family.

For the Welch and Hare families,in addition to the treasured records
of my mother,Mrs.Roy S.(Etta Welch)Melson and her mother Mrs.Noah(Alverda
Hare)Welch of Salem,OR.,I wish to thank Mrs.Charles(Cora Nist)Sappingfield,
Salem,OR.and her brother Col.Cecil Nist,USARET,Bradenton,FL.and Mrs.Lawrence
(Eva) Sheets,Glasco,KA.

Mrs.Guy M.(Margaret Eva Melton)Austin,St.Marys,GA;Mrs.Lucy Fortune Ellis,
Bostic,NC,and Mrs.Wes(Grace Fortune)Banse,Manasquan,NJ for their information
about the Melton,McFarland and Fortune families.

Although we may never learn exactly where in Britain the first Melsons
lived before landing on North American shores,it is my hope eventually some-
one will locate the missing information needed to establish this fact together
with more about their lives in England before emigrating to these shores.

Assembling the information needed to piece together the story of our
and our allied families over the past three decades has been a challenge.
Now that what we know has been assembled,I trust this will clear the way for
future travelers along the genealogical trails to contribute to their further-
ing the knowledge of this story.
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THE ORIGINS OF THE FAMILY

The Penguin Dictionary of Surnames lists four classes for the origins
of names,especially those of British descent:first-names,place-names,occu-
pational-names,and nicknames.The name "Melson"originated from a first-name
that became a place-name,which after modifications emerged as our surname,"
"Melson."The place-name was for a small community on Gatherly Moor,in the
North Riding,Yorkshire,England.The founding of this village,was,according
to Cameron(Ref.1),an excellent example of the transfer of an Irish personal
name to that of a place-name.In c883,a Viking of Danish descent,who had
then been living in Ireland,named Maelsuithan,emigrated to England,ulti-
mately settling on Gatherly Moor.his emigration was traced by Mr.John D.
Melsom,Framlingham,Suffolk,England.This settlement became known as"Mael-
suithansby."In Viking Danish,this meant "Maelsuithan's place or farm,"
(Ref.2).As the years passed,pronunciations and a lack of standard spelling
of such names by Clerks trained only to write in Latin,modified "Maelsui-
thansby"through variations such as Malshamebi,Malshamby,Melsham to Melsonby.
This form has been used since the Thirteenth Century for the village.At
the time of the Great Census decreed by King William The Conqueror,and
known as the Domesday Book,taken in 1087,the village was listed as "Mal-
senebi."It than had a church and a resident priest,see pages 11-36 through
11-41.An example of 1087 Anglized Latin is shown on page 11-39.By the Twelf-
th Century,the family holding Melsonby had adopted its name as the family
name.Thusly,Melson,which started as a first-name,then transferred to a
place-name,modified by time and spelling was finally a recognized family
name.The suffix "by"was dropped.One member,Sir Simon de Melsonby,was honored
as a founder of the present Norman style Church of St.James The Great.The
construction began in 1153,and was completed two centuries later.It replac-
ed an earlier Anglo-Saxon church that lay to the west.A stone effigy of
Sir Simon is exhibited in the South Chapel.

None of the existing church records,which date back only to 1680 list
any Melson.None of the tombstones in its graveyard show any Melsons.This
is not surprising as other research shows the family as located elsewhere.
A Hugh Melson is shown in the records of the Mormon Chuch Genealogical
Library to have been in London in c1256.These same records show Melsons
in Lincolnshire in the 1500's.This county lies south of Yorkshire and
east of Nottinghamshire between River Humber and The Wash on the North
Sea.The Lincolnshire records list besides those names Melson,families named
Melshambie,Melshamby,Melsonbie,and Melsonby.These spellings indicate Melson-
by,Yorkshire was the ancestral home.The vagaries of medieval spellings were
many as shown in the name forms listed on pages 11-87 and 11-88.

Melsonby lies north of Richmond,southwest of Darlington,County Durham,
and one mile west of the intersection of British Highway Routes Al(M1)
and A66 near Barton.The twisting lanes from this busy intersection wanders
between fields lined with hedgerows and stone walls on a roadbed sunken
below the level of the adjacent fields after centuries of use on into the
small community.Once within the village,on the north side of a small stream
stands the Church of St,James the Great on a small knoll overlooking the
village.Typically an agricultural communty,today it sustains itself with
farms raising livestck and such grains as oats and barley.
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Barton,the adjacent town to Melsonby,which sits astride the A1(M1) & A66
highways was named for its principal occupation.In Old English,"beretun"
meant "barley farm."

Coincidentially.my wife's maiden name "Melton" is also old Yorkshire.
At first glance, it was appear her name came from the same source as
mine,"Mel(1)" with the suffix of "ton" appended.Not necessarily so,"The
Story of ENGLISH"(Ref.3)in reviewing how the English language originated
gave as an example of how the melding of the Old Norse and Old English
tongues changed Old English "Middletoun" into Scandanavian "Meddleton"
and finally "Melton."

Unless a family with historic roots in England is fortunate enough
to trace its ancestors through the nobility or prominent members,it is
difficult to obtain valid information earlier than 1680.Since that date,
all parishes have maintained complete records of births,marriages and
deaths,as ordered by Oliver Cromwell.Before that time,census and tax
rolls(this term sprang from the practice of using sheepskin hides for
recording information,then these hides were 'rolled' for storage)were
prepared,but only approved persons were permitted to inspect them.The
Clerks listed those taxed.They wrote in the then current form of Latin
with spellings of names easily varying widely from reality.Most people
then other than the Clerks could not read or write and had no idea how
their names were spelled when entered on those rolls.These sheepskin rolls
were stored in the local parishes before 1680.After that,the parish
rolls were transferred to a common public storage,Somerset House.Over
the years,those older rolls were lost,destroyed by fire and rot,or mis-
placed.Today only approved genealogists are permitted to examine those
remaining and few have been rewritten for public use.Many rolls were lost
during the bombings during World War II.A typical example is the fate of
those stored in the central parishes of Birmingham.An old family tale
hinted the possibility of our ancestors living in Birmingham before emi-
grating to the colonies.On a visit to Birmingham in 1976,1 attempted to
locate such records only to find all records from the 40 central parishes
were lost in the firestorms that engulfed the city from WWII bombings.

The name "Melson" is not unique to England.On the European continent,
the name is found throughout Germany and Scandanavia in the form "Melson"
and variants such as "Melsen""Melensen,and "Melsom."It is doubtful in the
European form "Melson" developed from the same root name "Maelsuithan" that
ours did.A more likely choice would have been from the old word "Malle"
meaning"hammer"or"mace."One such version is found in Normandy as "Mallet."
In European telephone books in the 1970's,I counted twenty_listings_for
Melsons both in Copenhagen,Denmark,and in Kiel,Germany.In addition both
cities had numerous Melsens.Although records exist of Melsons emigrating
from Norway to the United States,I was unable to locate any families with
the names of"Melson"or"Melsom" in Oslo,Trondheim,Tromso,or Stavanger.In
Sweden,neither the telephone books of Stockholm or Gotaborg listed any
customers with those names,although numerous "Melsens" were shown.

Further research might develop additional roots for the present
spelling of Melson.One such example might come from the Anglo-Saxon
word "myln" or "mill."Whatever the original source name might have
been,we are certain the first emigrants so named arrived on the shores
of the Chesapeake Bay in the middle 1600's.
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30 Aug.1978 Chris Melson and
MELSONBY,Yorkshire,England
sign.

St.James The Great,c1100,
Melsonby,Yorkshire,Eng
I Mar.1974

Interior St.James The Great,
Melsonby,Yorkshire,England
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CHAPTER TWO

THE FIRST MELSONS IN AMERICA

James Melleson,who in 1664,(Ref.l)stated he came to Maryland in 1650,
was the first of our name found in Colonial Records.He stated this in his
assigning his 'service' rights and those of his servants to John Edmundson
3 June 1664,Maryland Hall Of Records Microfilm 1/SR 7349.No further record
of his life has been located.

The first mention of John Melson,a servant of John Renny of Accomack
County,VA,is found in Accomack County,VA Court Order Abstracts,1666-1670,
Vol.2,JoAnn Riley McKey,see 13-15,In this same reference,his fiance and
future wife,Elizabeth Penter(Painter) is mentioned.The first record though
of her presence in Virginia is in Ref. (2),she was listed as a Headright by
John Renny 16 Feb.1663/4.Just when John Melson was transported by John Renny
is not known,but 1665 would be a logical estimate.

The third record concerning both John Melson and Elizabeth Painter is
Somerset County,MD Judicials Liber AZ8 folio 43 announcing the publication
of their banns,9 Jan 1671/2.They were married 4 April 1672 at Rehoboth Plan-
tation,south of Pocomoke,Somerset County,MD by Robert Maddox,Clarke.A four-
th entry,Maryland Land Records 1670-1673 folio 530,"Came John Reny of Somer-
set County and proved his right to Three hundred acres of Land to him for
transporting John Reny Mary Reny John Melson Elizabeth Melson Henry Allen
and Warren Day to this Province to inhabit Somerset County in the Province
of Maryland planter for and by these presents and in consideration to be
paid & do Assigne Sell and Set Over and by these presents have Signed sold
and made over to John Baker of St.Maries County all my Rights Title and In-
terest in Rights following John Reny Mary Reny John Melson Elizabeth Melson
Henry Allen Warren Day which I did transport into the province here to In-
habit whereof I have here unto set my hand & Seale this 12th day of June 1672.
Tho.Taylor & John Betts

John Reny sealed"

John Renny is first listed as being transported into Virginia by Thom-
as Teague in 1652,his indenture was purchased in 1653 by Charles Scarburgh.
When released from his indenture,he purchased land in Accomack County,400
acres on Muddy Creek,Jan 10,1662,another 400 acres also on Muddy Creek,
Feb.13,1663,and 500 acres Patented on Crooked Creek,Sep.10,1664.That same
year,he sold 200 acres on Muddy Creek to William Wallis.

John Melson was released trom his Indenture by 1671.He acquired land in
Accomack County,VA.and also became a Trader.He was mentioned in the Inventory
of James Williams of Calvert County,MD Jun.23,1683(Ref.12).He was listed on
the Tax Rolls of Accomack County,VA for 1675-1683(Ref.4).He also Patented
"The Gore",Nanticoke Hundred,Somerset County,MD,200 acres in 1685.(MD Hall
of Records Microfilm M393 folio 885,Calvert Rent Rolls 1639-1723.

John and Elizabeth,after marriage,had three known sons(Ref.6)Samuel,John
Jr.& Joseph.On Oct.19,1694,Accomack County Clerks Office,filed by Robert
Atkins a deed "to my loving Godson,Samuel Melson,son of John Melson formerly
of aforesaid County,gift of cattle."Samuel about 21 years old left Accomack
County,VA,settling in Nanticoke Hundred,Somerset County,MD as a Planter.See
Chapter Seven.

John Melson Jr,the second son,remained in Accomack County,VA.He married
Mary Smith,daughter of Joshua and Margaret Smith.In 1702,he purchased 50
acres of land from Jeremiah and Sarah Cary,that was northwest of William
Willet's mill in Tract 99 on Hunting Creek.
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The lands first occupied by the colonists in the socalled Middle Colon-
ies of Delaware,Maryland and Virginia between the Delaware River and the Ches-
apeake Bay were heavily wooded low-lying sandy loam soiled coastal plains.The
Swedes,Dutch and English squabbled over the northern portion that ultimately
became Delaware.The mid-portion was awarded Lord Calvert by the British Crown,
with the southern section included in the Virginia Corporation's grant again
from the British Crown.All three colonies had overlapping boundaries and long
and bitter legal battles lasting more than a century resulted before the pre-
sently known boundaries for the states emerging from the former colonies were
determined.

In the Virginia eastern shore portion,the original county erected was Nor-
thampton County in 1634.The influx of settlers soon demanded the formation of
a second county to handle the growing number of plantations in the northern
half of the peninsula. This division occured in 1662,when the second county
was formed and called Accomack,after the original Indian name for the region.
The first land granted above present day Onancock was in 1656 to Tabitha and
Matilda Scarburgh for 10,000 acres.Once Accomack County was a reality,patents
for additional lands abutting onto the north of the Scarburgh grant were made
and designated A86 through A118.These tracts were north of Tasley and Accomack
Court House up to Bloxom extending in a band crossing the county from west to
east.A more complete description of the patenting of these lands may be found
in Ralph T.Whitelaw's "Virginia's Eastern Shore,A History of Northampton and
Accomack Counties" Ralph T.Whitelaw,Onancock,VA.In this reference may be found:

A100

In 1664, a patent was given to John Cary for 400 acres. In 1696,he left
100 acres to his son Jeremiah and the home part balance to his son Solomon.

In 1702, Jeremiah and Sarah Cary sold 50 acres to John Melson, who in
1737 (wife Mary) left to his son John.John Melson made no disposition of his
wife's own inherited land,although he mentioned other sons,Daniel,Joshua and
Smith.The next year,the widow gave 60 acres of her land to her son John for
her life. In 1744, Mary Melson bequeathed the 60 acres to John and left the
balance of her land to her son, Smith,her son Joshua may have died,as he was
not mentioned in her will. John Melson died intestate and was succeeded by a
son Solomon,who in 1774 left a home place of 50 acres to his son Isaac and a
place of 60 acres to his son Daniel.Solomon's acquisition of the 50 acres is
not noted nor how it went from Isaac to Daniel,but in a later survey of adja-
cent land,it then belonged to Daniel and formed the northeast corner of this
tract just south of the 46 acres of land he had obtained from Thomas Bayly,
which resulted in the latter owning the western half of the tract and Daniel
and Smith Melson between them,the eastern half.

A survey of Smith Melson's land showed he owned 120k acres in the south
east corner of the tract and in 1796(wife Betty) he left to his son Smith.

A98

In 1666 patent to Richard Hill for 1000 acres; it was an inland neck be-
tween the two head-branches of Hunting Creek and it was called Drake's Neck,
in honor of the maiden name of his wife.In 1694,Hill (wife Mary) bequeathed
it as follows:to his grandson Francis Ayres,the 200 acres at the northwest end
of the neck in the fork of the branches;to his grandson Drake Drummond,the next
300 acres in the northeast corner; and to his grandson John Ayres,200 acres in
the southeast corner.

•
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Hunting Creek area of Accomack County, from
Ralph T. Whitelaw's The Eastern Shore.

The patent desvgnations are from Whitelaw.

Tracts 98,99,100 and 101 showing Hunting Creek,now Coards Branch
and the lands of John Melson Jr.& Sr,Joseph Melson,John Cary,and
Joshua Smith.Tracts 98 and 100 are bisected by VA.Rt 316 and Conrail.

(Reference "THE WILLETT FAMILY,VOL.II,William Willett,1987"
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John Ayres Part

1699,John and Abigail Ayres sold as 188 acres to George Middleton.In
1715, he deeded it to his daughter,Elizabeth,and her husband,Joseph
Melson,but with the proviso their oldest son was to inherit half of it.

1747,although his father,Joseph,was still living,Middleton Melson
sold 100 acres to Joseph Middleton Melson,son of Joseph,who thus would
have been his brother.The deed stated it was the land left to him by his
grandfather,George Middleton.

1749,Joseph M.and Elizabeth Melson sold 50 acres to Henry Milliner,and
the balance of 44 acres the next year.

1751,Joseph Melson(his first wife had been the above Elizabeth Middleton,
but she died and his widow at this time was an Ann) left the other 100 acres
to a son,George Melson,who died intestate in 1781.

William Abraham Part

William Abraham arrived in Virginia in 1637(Ref.10)on TRISTRAM or JANE.
1672,he and his wife,Mary,resold to Joshua Smith,who in 1683(wife

Margaret,a daughter of William and Mary Abraham) left the 200 acre plan-
tation to his sons,John and Joshua.His will also mentioned a daughter,Mary.
No more is recorded about the sons and later records indicated both had
died and that Mary inherited the land and married John Melson.

These tracts of land in Accomack County,VA,were clustered along Hunting
Creek,which flowed into the Chesapeake Bay.William Willett,whose home plan-
tation was in sector A101,constructed mill ponds along the branches of the
creek purchasing lands to enlarge the mill ponds from John Cary and George
Middleton in A98,A99 and A100 including portions of Francis Ayres tract in
the Drakes Neck area.The lower mill was along today's road #661 near its
intersection with road #658.Hunting Creek is shown today as Coards Branch.

No records have been located telling us when either John I and Elizabeth
Painter Melson died or where.John II inherited the lands and acquired more
land in the Hunting Creek area.He married Mary Smith,the daughter of Joshua
and Margaret Abraham Smith.John Melson II is shown on the Accomack County
Rent Rolls of 1704 as possessing 180 acres(Ref.7).He had purchased 50 acres
from Jeremiah and Sarah Cary in 1702(Ref.8).John II drew his will 30 Dec.
1736,it was filed for probate 3 Aug.1737(Ref.9).In this will,he,as abstracted,
bequeathed:

to son John Melson 	 land where he now lives known by the name
of Hunting Creek,50 acres.

dau Elizabeth Lewis 1 shilling
dau Mary Elliott 	 1 shilling
son Daniel Melson
dau Adah Gunter 	 1 shilling
son Joshua Melson 	 1 shilling
dau Tabitha Cary 	 1 shilling
son Smith Melson
dau Abigail Melson
wife Mary 	 balance of estate during her widowhood,then

to my children who are not named.
Wife exec.at the death of my wife,Tobias Bull,Roger Abbott,John Simp-

son and Thomas Riley to divide estate.
Witt: Robert Caldwell,Henry White,Sarah White.
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Mary Smith Melson,the widow of John Melson,did not survive her husband by
many years. John had not included her properties in his will leaving it for
her disposition.She drew her will Feb.1,1739/40,it was filed for probate Feb.28,
1743/44.In this will,she bequeathed:

	

"to son 	 Smith Melson 	 plantation where I now live and for want of
heirs to my grandson Daniel Melson.

	

son 	 John Melson 	 forever the land I have given him to use for
my lifetime.

my three daughters 	 that are now single,to have the use of the plan-
tation,where I now live until they are married.

Witt: Charles White,Edward Edwards,Jacob White.
In order of probate - John Melson,heir at law."(Ref.9).

Mary Smith Melson's will ignored two sons,Daniel,who had moved to Somerset
County,MD.,Joshua,and four married daughters:Elizabeth Lewis,Mary Elliott,Adah
Gunter,and Tabitha Cary. Abigail Melson and two additional daughters. not named,
were granted permission to live at home until married.Joshua Melson like Daniel,had

left home.In 1738,he purchased 50 acres in the tract A174.His wife's name
was Mary,see (Ref.11).His mother's will suggested her son,Smith,was not mar-
ried at the time of her death,and that her grandson,Daniel Melson,who was a son
of her second oldest son,Daniel Melson,who'll be reviewed later as Daniel II,was
named as alternate heir for her plantation,the lands she had inherited from her
parents. Smith Melson later married and had heirs,so the alternate stipulation
was never invoked.

Joseph Melson,the third and youngest son of John and Elizabeth Painter Mel-
son,was born c1678,in Accomack County,Virginia.He married Elizabeth Middleton,
the daughter of George and Bridget Mackwilliams Middleton.Joseph and Elizabeth
Middleton Melson farmed in the Hunting Creek area of the county.They were marri-
ed about 1700.Their two sons were: Middleton Melson,born c1701,and Joseph Midd-
leton Melson,born c1703.George Middleton had,as shown on the previous page,deed-
ed to his daughter and her husband,188 acres,with their oldest son to inherit
half of it.Middleton Melson sold his share of the land to his younger brother,
Joseph M.Melson in 1747,while his father was still alive. Joseph died in 1751.
Elizabeth had died years earlier, and he had remarried as his will listed his

	

wife as Ann 	
Of the three sons of John and Elizabeth Melson, who had been transported

into the American colonies - by 1672 by John Rennie(Renney) and had established
themselves in Accomack County,Virginia, Samuel had settled in Somerset County,
Maryland; John Jr.who married Mary Smith,had become a substantial planter in
Accomack County,Virginia,as had Joseph Melson.The families of both Samuel and
Joseph will be traced in Chapter Seven.The line for Daniel Melson,the second
son of John Melson Jr.will be traced in the following chapter.

In collecting the information about the first Melsons in North America,on
May 21,1961,1 visited Mrs.Mary Esther Pederson,36 Haughton Lane,Newport News,
VA.Mrs.Pederson was a Melson. During our conversation,she said there was an
old family story about two Melson brothers who had emigrated from England to
Virginia.She could not recall just when this occured.She did mention a Melson
cousin, Mrs.Martha Melson Finch, whose parents had sold the lands in Newport
News to Collis Huntington for the construction of the Newport News Shipbuild-
ing Corporation,and who still owned large tracts of land in downtown Newport
News. Mrs.Finch had become interested in her Melson lineage and had had it
traced back into England and Norway.When I asked if I could meet Mrs.Finch
to learn more about our family,she said she doubted if this was possible.Mrs.
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Finch was then gravely ill. This statement was borne out when I read in
the papers the following morning her obituary.I requested her sons to
permit me to review her family records,but never received any reply to
this request.Whatever she had learned about the origins of the Melsons
was never revealed.

•
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CHAPTER THREE

Daniel Melson I,the second son of John Melson Jr and Mary Smith of Acco-
mack County,VA.was mentioned in his father's will,but was not bequeathed
any land.He had emigrated earlier to the Wicomico Hundred,Somerset County,
MD. where his name first appeared on the Tax List in 1735(Ref.25).This was
on the northern border of the county.The Lords Baltimore were then offering
attractive rates for settlers to open those lands to bolster their colony's
boundary claim.This over-lapped that of the Penns.The Baltimores claimed
all lands south of Indian River from the Atlantic westwards through present
day Millsboro and Seaford before swinging northwards to intersect the Penns
claim near New Castle,DE.(see page 11-9).The Wicomico Hundred became a part
of Worcester County,MD.in 1743.

The first patent in Daniel's name on file in Maryland Records was for
a tract named "GOOD HOPE" laying next to his "old field"The Patent was
signed by the Lord Commissioner in 1745,but backdated to June 14,1743, the
date the Warrant for the tract was issued(Ref.l).From here on,he'll be
listed as Daniel I to distinguish him from his son,Daniel Jr.or II and his
grandson,Daniel III as all were alive at the same time.The location of
Daniel I's "old field" and GOOD HOPE are fixed by a fortunate circumstance
that occured during , the survey of the final boundary between Maryland and
Delaware westwards from its origin on Fenwick Island on the Atlantic
coast to the Middle Point between the Atlantic Ocean and the Chesapeake
Bay.In 1751,the Maryland-Pennsylvania Survey Party established the loca-
tion of the Twenty-Five(25) Mile Post and set that marker on 21 May 1751.
The location of this marker was referenced by the chimney of a house that
sat 500 feet directly north of the marker.This house belonged to Daniel
Melson 1. Today this loCation is in a field at the intersection of Pepper-
mill Road,DE. and Rum Ridge Road,MD with DE/MD Hwy.54, at a point three
miles east of the intersection of DE/MD 54 & US 13 in Delmar,DE/MD. This
location placed Daniel Melson I's residence in Sussex County, DE after
the survey was approved in 1773 as adjusted in 1776.See Page 13-38 for
the Survey Team's field notes.

Daniel Melson I was born in Accomack County,Virginia.c1700-1707.He
married Mary Cary,a daughter of Solomon Cary.Solomon Cary was a son of
Jeremiah Cary and a grandson of the John and Elizabeth Cary who settled
in 1664 on tract A100,see page 2-2,a portion of this tract later becoming
the home of John Melson Jr.and his wife Mary Smith.Daniel I and Mary Cary
Melson had three children,all born in Accomack County,Virginia.These were;
Daniel Melson II,born c1725,John Melson,born c1728,and Mary Melson,born
c1731.

In addition to his 'old field'bought c1735,but not recorded in Somer-
set County,MD,land records and his first patented property "GOOD HOPE",he
continued buying additional tracts over the years.Some of these falling
into what became the Little Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE after the WEST
LINE which had been surveyed in 1751 was approved as the permanent bound-
ary between the two colonies.The remainder of his lands remained in the
Wicomico Hundred,Worcester County,MD.Along with many others from Maryland
whose lands fell into Delaware,he had to repatent his lands with the Penn
Family.These petitions for repatenting were processed and awarded during
the days of unrest created by the agitation of the American colonists
during days when the American Colonies started the Revolutionary War.
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The final approval of the WEST LINE as the boundary between Maryland and Del-
aware was made by King George III in 1773."GOOD HOPE",the tract of Daniel I's
that gave us the information about the location of his lands,became one of
the parcels requiring repatenting.By the time this was required,Daniel I had
deeded the land to his son,Daniel II.The Delaware Patent has never been lo-
cated in the records,but the one for an adjacent tract mentions it.

"Whereas Daniel Melson Jr.of the County of Sussex requests we allow him to
take 100 acres of land on the north side of the land called "GOOD HOPE" that
Daniel Melson Sr.took up in Worcester County,Maryland and now in Little Creek
Hundred in the County of Sussex,provided it does not interfere with our Manor of
Wormergurst or any other of our manors in which he agrees to pay.July 4,1776.

Signed JOHN PENN"(Ref.4)

Daniel I and Mary Cary Melson moved from their original home that fell into
Sussex County,Delaware and settled on one of their tracts in Maryland.This re-
gion was remote from the county seats of Somerset and Worcester Counties.Prin-
cess Ann,the county seat for Somerset, and Snow Hill,the county seat for Wor-
cester were both more than thirty miles south of their home.The tiny hamlet
of Salisbury was closer,but little legal business was transacted there.It took
a day's travel each way for them to reach Snow Hill.This distance helps explain
why the records about the residents along the northern boundary of the county
are scanty.It also helps explain why little is found about them in church re-
cords.The Anglican religion was the official one for Maryland.Four parishes
had been laid out in the 1690's for the then Somerset County.Stepney Parish,in
which Daniel Melson I's lands fell,had its home church at Quantico,which was
miles west of Salisbury.It is doubtful if he or his family ever attended it.The
vestry records for Stepney Parish are badly fragmented,existing only in part.
The only notation in them for any Melson lists the birth of a William Cooper
Melson,son of Benjamin and Eby Nelson of Somerset County,Oct.1,1803(Ref.5).

It is highly likely Daniel Melson and his family were,during the 1730-1790
period,members of a local "non-conformist"sect,such as Baptist,Presbyterian
or Quaker.Membership in any of these was,then,a prime consideration for "trans-
portation,"from England in colonial times.If this surmise is correct,it explains
why they are not found in Anglican records.We know Daniel Melson and his family
became fervent adherents of Bishop Francis Asbury,a Methodist Missionary to the
colonies,and,later,the founder of the Methodist Episcopal Church.During his
early years in North America,Asbury devoted his attention mainly to followers
living on the eastern shore between the Delaware River and the Chesapeake Bay.
Bishop Asbury was a good friend of the Melsons and was their guest many
times on his rounds.When the American revolution severed the traditional
ties between the American Thirteen Colonies and Great Britain,Bishop Asbury,
in the interest of his religious tenets and principles and in an attempt to
remain aloof from the political and military fervor that swept the country,
announced he would,to keep the embryonic Methodist congregations neutral,re-
frain from endorsing either Great Britain or the newly formed United States
of America government and urged all his followers to do the same.This re-
quest placed almost all of his followers,especially those living in
Maryland, in an untenable position.The State of Maryland had enacted a law
requiring all citizens to take an Oath of Allegiance to the newly formed
American Congress.It addition to this,it stipulated all non-residents within
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its boundaries also had to take and sign an Oath of Allegiance.Those refusing
were summarily incarcerated for treason.Asbury,after proclaiming his neutral-
ity,fled to Delaware,where taking an oath of allegiance was not a requirement.
This left his adherents in Maryland open to the rancor of the proponents of the
Oath.More about this aspect later.Asbury sat comfortably in Sussex County,Dela-
ware,while in Maryland his followers were subjected to the vituperations brought
on by their attemptedfollowing of Asbury's scheme. He smugly sat out the war
years,sneaking back into Maryland now and then to further compromise his parish-
ioners.Disdaining John Wesley's instructions not to organize any church separ-
ate from the Anglican,Asbury created the Methodist Episcopal Church,to which
Daniel Melson I and his family became charter members.Many Melsons since have
retained this affiliation.

Over the years during which he lived in the Delaware and Maryland region,Dan-
iel Melson I amassed substantial holdings of property.The Tax Lists for Worces-
ter County are incomplete,but his name appears on many of those that survived:
(Ref.6):

1745 1757
1759

1760
1761
1768
1769

1771
1774

The Lists for property for the early years of Worcester County no longer exist,
but it is known he held at least two properties,GOOD HOPE and the "old plot"
mentioned in the GOOD HOPE Patent.Later records provide more information,the
listing below was extracted from Patents,Warrants,Deeds,and Certificates:

Tract Acreage Present County and State Year Acquired

GOOD HOPE 100 Sussex County, Delaware 1743
MIDDLE PLANTATION 118 Sussex County, Delaware 1753
GLAD(E)Y GROUND 50 Wicomico County,Maryland 1754
ADD.TO GOOD HOPE 45 Sussex County, Delaware 1764
STEPHENS SECURITY 86 Wicomico County,Maryland 1766
PHILLIPS DESIRE 50 Sussex County, Delaware 1771
MELSONS ADDITION 50 Wicomcio County, Maryland 1773
MELSONS LOT(T) 18 Wicomico County, Maryland 1773
HOG RANGE 61 Wicomico County, Maryland
PETERS CHOICE 30 Wicomcio County, Maryland 9

In general,all tracts were adjacent to or close to GOOD HOPE,which we
know abutted the 25 Mile Post of the West Line.Middle Plantation was an ex-
ception. It lay in the Broad Creek Hundred of Sussex County near present day
Lowes Crossroads. Chapter 11-11 is taken from the official map prepared by
Jere Dixon showing the exact boundary lines for separating Maryland and De-
laware,it is possible the two houses shown near the 25 Mile Post were those
for both Daniel Melson I and his son Daniel Melson II.

For convenience of administration, the counties of Delaware and Maryland
were subdivided into "Hundreds." These districts had their own Justices of
the Peace and Constables to permit easy access to County officials. On page
11-10,the Hundreds for Delaware are shown.Although not indicated on any map,
the Wicomico Hundred of Worcester County, in which all the Daniel Melson tracts
were located occupies the the portion of Wicomico County,as shown on page 11-9
east of Salisbury.
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Middle Plantation was purchased by Daniel Melson I from James Hardy and
wife,Susanna,this transaction was recorded in Worcester County Lands Records
Liber C folio 68 ,15 August 1753. The tract contained 118 acres originally
granted John Hudson of Dorchester County,Maryland lying in the Forest of Poco-
moke near Sandy Ridge.Daniel Melson I willed it to his son,Daniel Melson II.
The heirs of John Melson,Daniel Melson I's oldest son,challenged this bequest.
The next reference to this property is found in Worcester County Lands Records
Liber R folio 1 (Ref.7).

"Know all men by these presents that we JOHN DORMAN for HANNAH his wife,and
ACHSEY MELSON of Worcester County and the State of Maryland as Representatives
of Daniel Melson,late of this County aforesaid,deceased,do hereby Nominate Con-
stitute and appoint our sister ELIZABETH MELSON of the same place our Lawful At-
torney in our Name and for our use to act for Law and demand all Debts due what-
ever either in Law or Equity that may have the right or Letter unto in Sussex
County and State of Delaware but more especially of and concerning a Tract or
parcel of Land called and Known by the name of Middle Plantation Containing by
Estimation the Quantity of one Hundred and Eighteen Acres of Land be the same
More or Less being the same Land that the aforesaid DANIEL MELSON deed afd the
said ELIZABETH MELSON our said Attorney for our use and in behalf to Sign Seal
and deliver any Act or Deed for the Conveyance of our Right and Title of the
aforesaid Lands to all Intents and purposes as if we were personally present
and for our use to Receive act for and Demand all Sums of Money for the sale
thereof and if it may Require we authorize our said Attorney to appoint one
or more Attorney or Attorneys in her Place and plan to execute the premises
and Compleated the business above mentioned to all Intents and Purposes where-
to our said use as aforesaid Ratifying and Confirming what our said Attorney
or Attorneys shall do as aforesaid Concerning all and Singular the above pre-
mises.In Testimony whereof we the said JOHN DORMAN,in behalf of my wife HANNAH
aforesaid and ACHESEY MELSON have hereto Set our Hand and Seal affixed the fif-
teeneth Day of July in the Year one Thousand and Seven Hundred and Ninety Six.

Signed Sealed and Delivered
	

JOHN DORMAN (Seal)
In the Presence of
	

his
THOMAS DIXON
	

ACHESEY NELSON
JOHN CUTLER
	 mark

Maryland 	 )

Worcester County) 	 to wit THOMAS DIXON & JOHN CUTLER

the within Subscribing witnesses personally appeared before me the Subscriber
one of the State's Justices of the Peace for Worcester County, aforesaid and
they make all on the Holy Evangels of Almighty god that they saw JOHN DORMAN
and ACHSEY MELSON Sign Seal and Deliver the within written Power of Attorney
as their Act and Deed for the use and purpose thereon mentioned to the best
of their Knowledge.

Sworn before PHILIP QUINTON

The fifteenth Day of July Anno Domini one Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety
Six."• The final decision of this suit is not known,but Middle Plantation was sold
two years later as recorded in Sussex County,Delaware Liber #21 folio 446 dated
17 Nov.1798.



"DANIEL NELSON of Sussex County and wife,LOVEY,to JACOB JONES, other grantors
being JOHN DORMAN and HANNAH his wife of Worcester County, Maryland, ACHSHAH

• NELSON of Worcester County, ELIZABETH NELSON of Worcester County, and WILLIAM
NELSON of Somerset County,Maryland,JOSEPH NELSON of Bourbon County,Kentucky.All
for 118 pounds good and lawful money sell certain land situated in Sussex County,
Delaware originally surveyed for a certain JOHN HUDSON of Dorchester County,Mary-
land,patented 19 June 1734 by the name MIDDLE PLANTATION now in Sussex County,
Delaware beginning at a gum standing in the Forrest of Pocomoke by the edge of a
little swamp at the north end of a high ridge called Sandy Ridge containing 118
acres."

Another tract owned by Daniel Melson I was:

"By virtue of a common warrant unto SAMUEL CROPPER of Worcester County,Maryland
for 45 acres under the date of 1763,now assigned to DANIEL NELSON of Worcester
County, Maryland called "ADDITION TO GOOD HOPE" situate and being in Worcester
County bounded by an Oak on the north side of a pond and on the south side by
the said NELSON DWELLING PLANTATION."(Ref.8).

All of Daniel Melson I's properties were difficult to trace,in addition to
acquiring many,he sold some and transferred others to his children.The best list-
ing for his holdings was found in the "ASSESSMENT RETURNS FOR WORCESTER COUNTY,
MARYLAND FOR 1783,"(Ref.9):

STEPHENS SECURITY 	 80 acres
PETERS CHOICE 	 30 "
GOOD HOPE 	 87 "
MELSONS ADDITION 	 50 "
ADD TO GOOD HOPE 	 45 "
HOG RANGE 	 61 "
value of lands 	 132.7.6 Pounds

total value property,one male and one female 506.7.6

It is interesing to note GOOD HOPE is assessed for only 87 acres,this implies
the other 13 acres had fallen in Sussex County,Delaware,as a later transfer of
the tract in 1796 reconfirmed the 100 acre area.

In the 1790 Reconstructed Census of the United States
Maryland,we find:

Page 	 Name 	 Male 	 Female

for Worcester County,

Slaves
-16 +16

153 MELSON,Daniel 1 1 1 0
153 " ,John 2 1 3 0
141 " ,Jonathan 3 1 4 0
154 " ,Jonathan 2 1 3 0

The "under 16 Male" living with Daniel Melson I might have been Achshah Melson
the minor son of John Melson,who had died in 1785,or Joseph Wharton,the minor
son of Mary Nelson Wharton,who had also passed away.The John Nelson listed was
the son of Daniel Melson II. The Jonathan Melsons were the son and nephew of
Smith Melson,Sr.of Accomack County,VA.(Ref.10).This Reconstructed Census of 1790
for Worcester County,Maryland gave the population as 11,630 including slaves.

•

•
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Daniel Melson Sr(I) died in 1791 in Worcester County,Maryland. His will:

"In the name of God Amen this 27th day of September in the year of our Lord
one Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty and five I DANIEL MELSON SENR of the county
of Worcester in the State of Maryland being at this time in low state of health
but in perfect mind and memory through the mercy of God I do make and ordain
this my Last Will and Testament in the manner and form as followeth that is
to say first of all I recommend my Sole to God who gave it to me and my body
to the Earth after such decent manner as my Executors hereafter named shall
think fitting. ITEM I give and bequeath unto my grandson DANIEL MELSON all
that land I now stand possessed of which lies on the South side of the East
and West Line which is adjoining my plantation whereon I now live to him and
his heirs forever ITEM I give and bequeath to my son DANIEL a tract of land
called GLADEY GROUND to him and his heirs forever ITEM I give and bequeath
unto my grandson WILLIAM MELSON one negro boy called BATT and to him and his
heirs forever ITEM I give and bequeath unto my five grandchildren of my son
JOHN MELSON named as followeth MARY MELSON,HANNAH MELSON,ELIZABETH MELSON,ACH-
SHAH MELSON and TABITHA MELSON 15 pounds of specie each to be raised and levi-
ed out of my estate ITEM I give and bequeath unto the three children of JOSEPH
WHARTON viz MARY WHARTON,ELIZABETH WHARTON and JOSEPH WHARTON 20 pounds each to
be raised out of my estate to be paid each of my grandchildren in specie or the
value thereof by my Executors mentioned hereafter ITEM I give and bequeath to
my son DANIEL 83 acres of land being a part of a tract called STEPHENS SECURITY
also 50 acres of land called MELSONS ADD to him and his heirs forever ITEM I
give and bequeath the remainder of my estate not yet devised between my Dearly
beloved wife MARY MELSON and my son DANIEL MELSON equal also I do constitute
and appt my son DANIEL my only and sole Exec of this my last Will and Testament
ratifying and confirming this to be my last Will and testament in Witness there-
of I have thereto set my hand and Seal the day and year above written Signed
Sealed and Published by the said DANIEL MELSON in the presence of us

viz JEHU MORRIS 	 his
NEAHMIAH MORRIS 	 DANIEL MELSON
SAMUEL HEARN 	 mark

Worcester County the 20th day of Aprill Anno Dominy 1791 - Then came DANIEL
MELSON and made Oath on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God that the foregoing
instrument of writing is the true and whole Will & Testament of DANIEL MELSON
late of Worcester County dec that hath come to his hands & he doth know of no
other,20 Aprill 1791 Then came JEHU MORRIS and SAMUEL HEARN two of the sub-
scribing witnessess of the will etc"(Ref.11)

On 17 June 1791, WILLIAM MORRIS and WILLIAM GORDY stood as sureties for
DANIEL MELSON as Executor of his father's accounts.(Ref.12)

Daniel Melson II had been named Executor of his father's estate.Before
it was settled,Daniel Melson II died,leaving the submission of the Final
Balance of Accounts to be filed by the Executor of his own estate,his son
Joseph Melson.Daniel Melson II died seven years after his father,the delay
in closing the estate was due to the legal entanglement previously cited
concerning MIDDLE PLANTATION.Joseph Melson submitted to the Courts his final
accounting of his grandfather's estate on 5 March 1799(Ref.13)
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Joseph Melson,a son of Daniel Melson II,was barely 21,when he was not
only called to be the Executor of his father's will,but also assume the
executorship of Daniel Melson I's estate.His final report of his grand-
father's estate shows the settlement of suit over MIDDLE PLANTATION went
against his father,who had been Daniel I's executor.This forced the sale
of MIDDLE PLANTATION,but permitted Joseph to close the estate.

"The account of JOSEPH MELSON,Administrator de bonis non,of all and
singular the goods and chattels of DANIEL MELSON SR of Worcester County
decd with a copy of the will annexed.The accountant chargeth himself with
the Balance of a former acct.exhibited by DANIEL MELSON,Exec,26 Oct.1792,
amounting to 562 pounds,17 shillings,21/2 pence.

For money pd. ASHA MELSON as per copy of judgement
For money pd JNO.C.HANDY,as per receipt fo a judgement
obtained in the county court agt.the late Exec,and by

19-13-11

him pd.to ELIZA MELSON,WM,MELSON and JOHN DORMAN And
HANNAH,his wife as per copy of judgement 60-12-09
For money paid JOSEPH WHARTON as per his Power of Atty 20- 0- 0
For money pd THOS.PRETTYMAN and MARY his wife,per recpt 20- 0- 0
For money pd WARREN PRETTYMAN,who married ELIZA WHARTON 20- 0- 0
Balance 	 419- 1-13"

Attached to this Final Balance Of Accounts was the Deed from Georgetown,
Sussex County,Delaware dated 17 Nov.1798 signed by Daniel Melson and
Lovey,his wife,selling MIDDLE PLANTATION.(It might be noted this sale
occurred less than a month before Daniel Melson II's death).

Mary Cary Melson,the widow of Daniel Melson I,was alive at the time of
his death.She enjoyed her share of the estate,but no records have been found
telling of her death or how her possessions were distributed.

Daniel Melson Jr(II) was the longest surviving child of Daniel Sr(1)
and Mary Cary Melson.The families of his brother,John,and sister,Mary,are
followed on pages 7-84 and 7-86.Daniel Melson Jr(II) was born c1725 in Acco-
mack County,VA.His first wife's name is not known.Their son was Daniel Mel-
son III(Ref.23).In c1758,Daniel II married Lovey Cannon,born c1737,daughter
of Elijah and Tabitha Wingate Cannon,Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.
Daniel II and Lovey Cannon Melson lived in Little Creek Hundred,Sussex County,
DE.The names of nine are known:Elijah,Sally,John,Tabitha,Pollie Love,Joseph
and Benjamin(twins),Elizabeth,and Nancy.The exact order of their births is
not known other than Joseph and Benjamin,the twins,were the seventh and
eighth.Elizabeth and Nancy were minors when their father died.

During the early days of the Revolution,Daniel II,as a Methodist under
Bishop Francis Asbury,attempted to refrain from the political uproars.Somehow
he became involved in a disturbance in Salisbury with the following result.
The Records in the Archives of the State of Maryland tell what happened.

975.2061 FROM THE RECORDS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE STATE
AR2 	 MARYLAND
v16

"Saturday,March 1st,1777
Council met as on yesterday.

In Council of Safety,Annapolis,February 28th,1777



The Council of Safety on Obedience to the request of the Honourable
The General Assembly have considered the cause of such of the Insurgents
from Somerset and Worcester Counties, as have been brought before them, and
beg leave to report their opinion as follows: That Doctor Andred Francis
Cheney and Jesse Gray, as also Daniel Melson from Sussex County are not
bailable."

MHR Box 2 Folder 168 PETITION OF JESSE GRAY AND OTHERS,1777,March 13.

"Annapolis,March 13th,1777

The humble Petition of Jesse Gray,Boaz Walton,Daniel Fooks,John Parsons,Jon-
athan Fooks,Daniel Melson,Samuel Williams and Jerman Bethard.

To the Honourable the Council of Safety Humbly Showeth - That you poor
Petitioners hath been even joined the seventeenth day of last Most February
confined in the Main Guard House in the City of Annapolis and that upon Ex-
amination before the Council of Safety,there is nothing found against us on-
ly that we were among the Number of those that were deemed Enemies to their
Country. Therefore Most Honourable Gentlemen as We ever have hitherto obtain-
ed the Cause, and is still willing to maintain' it,and to affirm the Reverse of
some ill-provisioned Persons as the Honourable House has been pleased to pass
an Act for the Releasement of all those willing to take an Oath of Allegian-
ce, We are willing to comply with the Honourable House's Rules and take the
Oath of Allegiance,in one Obedience thereto shew that we are Men for Liberty
than Slavery.

Therefore,Most Honourable and considerate Gentlemen,hopes therefrom that
you will take the above Matter into you Honours most serious Consideration,and
weigh Matters most deliberately, and grant us a Releasement from our present
Emergencies as We never have been prejudicial to the present State of Affairs
Your granting us,most honourable Gentlemen,another answer in Favour of the
Foregoing,your poor Petitioners shall ever be in Duty bound to pray.

Signed by the Whole of the Petitioners

To God bless the Congress and direct our General."

(The above Petition is the original. Entry 610,CALENDAR OF MARYLAND STATE
PAPERS,#5,EXECUTIVE MISCELLANA,1958 is an ambigious abridgement).

975.3 	 CALENDAR OF MARYLAND STATE PAPERS,#5,EXECUTIVE MISCELLANA,MHR,1958

"March 28,1777

The petition of Daniel Melson praying for a discharge from his confinement
was read and rejected. The Council of Safety having reports to the General
Assembly that the offense,which he stands charged is not bailable by law"

975.3 IBID

"April 3,1777

The Petitions of Whitley Turpin,Angelo Atkinson,Levi Longford,Daniel Melson,
Stoughton Maddox,and Josephus Beale,Insurgents from Somerset and Worcester
Counties praying for discharge from their confinement,were referred by the
General Assembly to the Governor and Council,with full power to take such
action therein,as they think proper."



•

MHR RED BOOK #17 1-96 MANUSCRIPT,ARCHIVES OF MARYLAND MISC.CORRESPONDENCE
1777,PART 1.

Worcester County July 18th.1777

Sir/ The Barer John Hall wishes to see if it is possible to Bail Daniel
Melson of the Delaware State who you have under Guard.I am convinced that
Jno.Hall is Good Security for Two or three hundred pounds and as Daniel
Melson was always till this Insurrection a quiet member of Society I would
if at Annapolis Willingly Be his Security mySelf. Under the Present Distres-
sed Situation of his family his wife Nears Laying in and no one to take care
of her but Six Little Children and one Negro woman-Nothing New heare,I wrote
you Seven days ago by Capt.Dashiell our Success in Making up our first class
of Militia to which I refer.

I am your Very Obt.Sevr.
Joseph Dashiell"

MHR RED BOOK #17 IBID

"Thursday 2nd October 1777

The Sheriff of Ann Arundell County is hereby required to receive,into his
Custody the bodies of Jesse Gray,Hambleton Calliho and Daniel Melson,charged
with Treason against the state and committed .to a Guard and them safely kept
in the Common Jail till Lawfully discharged."

IBID

"Worcester County Decr.3rd 1777

May it please your Excellency.
I am informed that Capt.Jesse Gray is Discharged upon giving Security

which Incourages the Distressed Wife of Daniel Melson to Make appeal for him
and has requested me to Certify to Your Excellancy and Councel that Peter
Gordy the Barer is Good Security for One Thousand pounds & a resident of
this County. I can assure you upon my Honour that Daniel Melson has always
Bin a good sort of Man till this unhappy affair & his wife is much
Distressed,that Bin Lately delivered of Twins-

To Gov.Thomas Johnson

IBID

"January 1,1778

I am with Due Regard & Esteem
your MOS

Joseph Dashiell"

Daniel Melson has written that he could come out on good bail: the Barer,
Daniel Fooks is good security for 1000 pounds.

I am with Due Regard & Esteem
ygur. MOS• 	 To Gov.Thomas Johnson 	 Joseph Dashiell"



•
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MARYLAND STATE PAPERS (SERIES A) [MDHR 6636-10-4] dated 5 Jan.1778

Know all Men by these presents that We Daniel Melson and Daniel Fooks
are held and firmly bound to the State of Maryland in the Sum of one
thousand pounds Current Money to be paid to the said State to which
payment will and truly to be made we bind ourselves and each of us our
own and each of our heirs Executors and Administrators in and for the
whole jointly and severally firmly by these presents with our Seals and
Dated this fifth Day of January 1778.

The Condition of the above Obligation is such that if the above bound Daniel
Melson do and shall make his personal appearance at the next General Court to
be held on the Eastern Shore of this State or any Special Court appointed or
to be appointed for the trial of persons charged with having committed any or
all of the Crimes or Offenses mentioned in the Act of Assembly of this State
entitled "An Act to enable the Governor to issue Commissions of Oyer and Ter-
miner and Gaol Delivery in certain cases" in Somerset and Worcester Counties
or other of them if such special Court shall sit before the said General Court
and shall demean himself as a true and faithful Subject of this State then
the above Obligation to be held also in full Force.

Sealed and Delivered)
in the presence of )

T. JOHNSON 	 DANIEL MELSON (SEAL)

DANIEL FOOKS (SEAL)

(note- T.Johnson was the first Governor of Maryland)

•
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THOMAS JOHNSON

Governor of Maryland 1777-1779
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On the preceding pages, correspondence found in the Official Papers of the State of Maryland
reported the circumstances surrounding the detention of Daniel Melson II and other Worcester
County residents resulting from a disturbance in Salisbury during January 1777. Throughout this
period Daniel and the others were detained at Annapolis on the Governor's Orders while efforts
were made by his wife and friends, who petitioned many times for his release. Finally the Gover-
nor agreed to this after Daniel Melson II gave bond and took the Oath of Allegiance to the State.

In another series of State Papers, a copy of this Bond given by Daniel Melson and his surety,
Daniel Fooks, was discovered. A photocopy of this Bond and a typed copy of it are shown on the
next pages. In this Bond, Daniel Melson II agreed to attention the next session of the General
Court of the Eastern Shore. That would have been the Spring Session,1778. However the docu-
ments of the Meetings of this Court, began not with the Spring Session, but that of the Fall 1778.
In the records for that meeting and all others through 1790, there is no mention of Daniel Melson
or any of the others listed in the State Papers; Jesse Gray, Boas Walston, John Parsons, Jonathan
Fooks, Samuel Williams, or Jesse Bethard. The conclusion from the absence of any of their
names must be, once Bond was accepted, and the Oath of Office taken, the cases were dropped
Later Boaz Walston served at a Justice of the Peace for Wicomico Hundred, Worcester
County,MD.



Daniel Melson II returned home and lived another twenty years. The
letter from Joseph Dashiel of December 3,1777 mentioned the birth of the
twins,Joseph and Benjamin. As they already had six children, Joseph and
Benjamin were the seventh and eighth in the family.

As Daniel voluntarily took an Oath of Fidelity and Support to the State
of Maryland, Mrs.Marian Melson Strack,Locust,New Jersey,petitioned the
Daughters of the American Revolution to certify him as having been on
"Patriotic Service." This petition was accepted and descendents of Daniel
Melson II are eligible. The certification of this was shown on page 462,DAR
PATRIOTS INDEX,1966. The entry read:"Melson,Daniel,b.c1724 d.pOct.2,1797,
m.Love 	 ,PS,MD."

This honor to his memory is highly regarded. It may be used as proof of
eligibilty to join the DAR society. The discrepancies in the listing regard-
ing his wife's name and the state or residence are puzzling as those facts
could have been easily verified through various state archives. The Delaware
Hall of Records holds a copy of his will which would have helped make the
entry more valid. Regardless of these minor discrepancies,the certification
was a triumph for Mrs.Strack, and she is to be commended for submitting the
petition and having it accepted.

Throughout the ordeal Daniel faced during the long months at Annapolis,
the faith of Lovey,his wife,never wavered.She worked long and hard for his
release. Her success is a credit to her memory. The Joseph Dashiell,who
wrote the letters to the Governor of the State of Maryland and the General
Assembly, that assisted in obtaining his release,was the foremost citizen of
Worcester County,Maryland during those days and served as the Secretary for
the County Council of Safety. Lovey's ability in convincing him of Daniel's
faith in America was an outstanding achievement.

The unabridged letters between Joseph Dashiell and the State authorities
together with the complete text of the petitions submitted by the prisoners
in Annapolis have been quoted in full.Copies of abridged extracts are found
in many libraries and archives. These were not correctly abridged and read-
ing them could lead to an incorrect understanding of the events occurring.
In addition, Joseph Dashiell's letters tell us about their six children
prior to his confinement and the birth of twins in 1777. One of the twins,
Benjamin,became the head of our branch of the family.

The lands held by Daniel Melson II straddled the boundary between the
States of Maryland and Delaware. Some of his tracts have been mentioned. A
few of the Deeds for these lands are in the archives of the states and are
available for reference.

DHR LAND RECORDS M(1) No.51(Sussex County,DE.Warrants C folio 618(Resurvey).

The Proprieteries of Pennsylvania on 6 June 1776 permitted Daniel Melson
Junior to take up 100 acres on the North Side of land called "Good Hope"
that Daniel Melson Senior took up in Worcester County,Maryland,now in Little
Creek Hundred in the county of Sussex provided the same land does not inter-
fere with our manorofWormerghurst and he agrees to pay Five pounds sterling
or value thereof in Current Money of this Province for each One Hundred Acre-.

3-10



Delaware

Assumed position of the West Line 	 Maryland

V ?4,10
This area is a tract
of land called"Good
Hope"
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The survey for this tract,which was designated as "Melsons Contrivance"
is described in the following record.

• DHR LAND RECORDS M(3) No.38 (Sussex County,DE.Warrants C folio 368)

"By Virtue of the Proprietors Warrant dated at Philadelphia the 6th.Day of
March 1776 Granted Daniel Melson Junior of the County of Sussex for 100 acres
on the North Side of land called good Hope that Daniel Melson Sen took up in
Worcester County,Maryland now in Little Creek Hundred in Sussex county called
"Melson's Contrivance"bounded as followeth viz Beginning at a Marked R.Oak
standing about 21/2 p from a W.Oak the first Bounder of a Tract of Land called
Glady Ground Thence Due West 28p(oles) to a post in the Field Thence S66E
74 p to a post S5E 27 p to a post Near the West Line afsd. Thence N82E 22 p
to a post N25E 20 p to a post N19W 188 p to a post Thence a Direct Line or
S44W 54 p Home to the first Bounder, containing and Laid out for 100 acres
30 p 17/100 of Land with the allowance of the Court.

Survey the 23rd.Day of April AD 1776
Rhodes Shankland
D S Sussex County

scale of 60 poles

This area is a tract
of land called
"Glady Ground"•

•



Among the other parcels of land owned by Daniel Melson II are these
listed below.

MHR WARRANTS LIBER WS#16 folio 70, Nov.9,1771

"Warrant granted unto Daniel Melson Jr.of Worcester County for 21 acres of
land he having paid the Sum of one Shilling Sterling caution for the same.
10 acres to apply to Melson's Lott"

SUSSEX COUNTY,GEORGETOWN,DEL. LIBER L#18 folio 151

"By virtue of a land warrant from the Recorder of the County of Sussex,at
Georgetown,the 5th.day of Dec.1793,authoryzing me to survey a parcel of
vacant land to Daniel Melson situated lying and being in Broad Creek Hundred
in the county afsd beginning at a marked Black Gum the first bounder of
Melson's land called Middle Plantation,surveyed llth.day April 1794.

RHODES SHANKLAND
by Saml.Hearn,D.Surveyor

SUSSEX COUNTY,GEORGETOWN,DEL. 5 Oct.1797

"Daniel Melson of Sussex County,Del.- to resurvey a tract of Melson's
Addition originally granted unto Daniel Melson on 28 Sept.1763 for 50 acres
now added 26 acres in all 76 acres,Melson's Addition Enlarged,in Worcester
County, formerly surveyed for Stephen Phillips(surveyor).

Josiah Mitchell"

MHR WORCESTER COUNTY,MARYLAND LIBER S folio 414,Microfilm WK11-712

"9 May 1798
Deed from William Gordy to Daniel Melson, Sussex - Gounty,Delaware,for the
consideration of 10 pounds the sale of "Peters Choas Inlarged," 17 acres, in
Worcester County.

Ackowledged before
JOHN CATHELL
JOHN COTTINGHAM Justices of the Peace

Recorded
30 July 1798
	

John C.Handy, Clk."

The next land transaction is significiant in establishing the relation-
ship between Daniel I,Daniel II and Daniel III, The circumstances surround-
ing this Deed is found on page 7-7 where the information known about Daniel
Melson III is reviewed.

MHR WORCESTER COUNTY LIBER R folio 412 & 413,Microfilm WK711-12.

"This Indenture made this tenth day of October one Thousand seven hundred and
ninety six between Daniel Melson Junior of Worcester County State of Mary-
land of the one part and Daniel Melson Senior of the other part for and in
Consideration of the Sum of One hundred and thirty five pounds lawful money
of the State aforesaid to him in hand paid before the Signing and Sealing of
these presents the receipt whereof he doth thereby confess and acknowledge
and thereof doth acquit Exonerate and discharge the said Daniel Melson Senr
his heirs and assigns forever by these presents hath granted bargained and
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sold and by these presents doth grant bargain and sell unto the said Daniel
Melson Senr his heirs and assigns forever all of the two tracts of land
which was left to me by my Grandfather Daniel Melson decd lying and Situated
in Worcester County and State of Maryland aforesaid one called and known by
the name Good Hope containing One hundred Acres of Land as per patent, the
other called and known by the name of Addition to Good Hope containing
forty-five Acres of Land as per patent,the farm more or less together with
all its rights privileges properties appurtenances thereto appertaining or
in any manner belonging To have and to hold the aforesaid bargained premises
with the appurtenances thereto belonging to him the said Daniel Melson Junr
his heirs and assigns forever and to no other purpose or intent whatsoever
and the aforesaid Daniel Melson Junr for himself his heirs Executors and
Admns the aforesaid bargained premises with the appurtenances aforesaid unto
him the Said Daniel Melson his heirs and assigns forever from all persons
claiming the farme in by from or under him or them will warrant and forever
defend by these presents - In Witness whereof the said Daniel Melson Junr
hath hereto set his hand and affixed his Seal the day and year above
written.

Signed Sealed and Delivered
	

DANIEL MELSON JUNR (SEAL)
in the Presence of
PURNELL JOHNSON
BOAZ WALSTON

Be it remembered that on the day and year Just within the deed written per-
sonnaly appeared before us two of the Justices of the peace for the County
aforesaid the within named Daniel Melson Junr and acknowledged all the Lands
and premises in the within deed contained to be the right title Intent and
Estate of the within mentioned Daniel Melson Junr agreeable to the true in-
tent and the meaning of the within deed and agreeable to the Act of Assembly
in such cases made and provided.

Taken and acknowledged before 	 PURNELL JOHNSON
BOAZ WALSTON

Dec.9th,One thousand seven hundred and ninety-six -Then was delvd unto me
the Subscriber the foregoing deed in Order to be enrolled among the Records
of Worcester County which said deed together with the acknowledgement there-
to thereon Indorsed are accordingly recorded among the same Records in Liber
R folios 412 & 413.

JOHN C.HANDY,C1k."

Other forms of property conveyances were also found among the records,
such as:

MHR WORCESTER COUNTY LIBER 0 folio 229,Microfilm WK709-10

"Know all men by these presents that I Daniel Melson of Sussex County in the
State of Delaware are for and in consideration of the sum of five pounds Cur-
rency money of Maryland to me in hand paid by William Gordy of Worcester
County in the State of Maryland for one negro girl named "Kesiah"

1 October 1791 	 DANIEL MELSON (SEAL).

Witness : PURNELL JOHNSON



Daniel. Melson II died seven years after his father. His will was filed
for probate in Sussex County,Delaware Dec.4,1798, and in Worcester
County,Maryland,Mar.5,1799. This will,which is on file at the Delaware Hall
of Records,Dover,Delaware reads:

"In the name of God amen The Second Day of September in the year of our Lord
one Thousand and Seven Hundred & Ninety Seven I Daniel Melson Farmer of
Sussex County & State of Delaware Being in Reasonable Health thanks be to
God Therefore Calling to mind the mortality of my Body and Knowing that it
is appointed For all men once to Die Do make and ordain this my Last Will
and Testament that is to say principally and First of all I Give and recom-
mend my Soul to the hands of All mighty God that gave it and my Body I recom-
mend to the Earth to be Buried in Decent Christian manner at the Discretion
of my Executors Nothing Doubting But at the General Resurrection I shall Re-
ceive the same again by the mighty power of God that gave it and as Touching
Such Worldly Estate Wherewith it hath Been pleased God to Bless me with in
this Life I give Devise Dispose with it in the Following manner and form
viz:

Item 	 I give and Bequeath unto my Well Beloved Wife Love one third part of
all my lands and moveable Estate During her natural Life & Widow-
hood.

Item 	 I give and Bequeath unto my son Elijah Melson part of a tract of
land Called STEPHENS SECURITY Lying and Being in Worcester County &
State of Maryland Eighty three acres and allso Fifty acres of Land
in County & State aforesaid called MELSON'S ADDITION and allso Sixty
one acres of Land in County & State aforesaid called HOGGRANGE all
to him and his heirs and assigns forever.

Item 	 I Give and Bequeath unto my Son Joseph Melson all the Land that I
hold in Sussex County & State of Delaware and Eighteen acres in Wot-
cester County & State of Maryland Called MELSON'S LOTT all to him
and his heirs and assigns forever.

Item 	 I give and Bequeath unto my Son Benjamin Melson all the Land that I
hold in Worcester County & State of Maryland that is not Devised and
allso thirty Pounds to be Levied and Raised out of my Estate all to
him & his heirs & assigns for Ever.

Item I Give and Bequeath unto my Son John Melson Thirty seven pounds ten
shillings to be Raised out of my Estate to him & his heirs & assigns
for Ever.

Item I Give & Bequeath unto my three Daughters Tabitha,Elizabeth & Nance
Eighty Pounds Each in Goods at the appraisement,to them & their heirs
& assigns for Ever.

Item I Give and Bequeath all the remainder of my Estate to be Equally Di-
vided Between these Eight Children Viz: Elijah, Joseph,Benjamin,Sally,
Tabitha, Elizabeth & Nancy and Love.

Also I appoint my Son Joseph Melson my whole and Sole Executor of this my
Last Will and Testament and I do hereby Utterly Disannul Disallow and
Revoke all Former Wills Legacies & Bequests By me heretofore made in
Witness Whereof I have herewith set my hand and Seal the Day and year



above written.• Signed Sealed and pronounced By
the said Daniel Melson as his
Last Will and Testament in the
Presence of

JOHN WILLIAMS
her

SUSANNAH PARREMORE
mark

THOMAS RECORDS

Filed for Probate Dec.4,1798." (Ref.19).

DANIEL MELSON (SEAL)

Joseph Melson,his son,accepted his assignment as Executor of his
Father's estate and proceeded with the settlement. In addition to this
task,Joseph was also assigned the responsibility of settling his grand-
father Daniel Melson I's estate for which his father had been the execut-
or. He completed settling his grandfather's estate promptly, but that of his
father took several years. He filed his first report on the status of his
Stewardship one year after his appointment as Executor,Dec.4,1799, and the
final closing account on Feb.9,1802. The will was probated in Sussex
County,Delaware and Worcester County,Maryland. No record of accountancy for
the estate has been located in the Maryland records other than the fact it
was under probate.(Ref.15). The lack of such records in Worcester County
might be attributed to the fact that the Worcester County authorities were
satisfied with the accountancy for the estate in the Sussex County,Delaware
Courts, or that these records were among those destroyed when the Worcester
County Courthouse burned in 1834. Joseph's accounts for his father's estate
as shown in the Delaware Archives read:

DHR ARCHIVES VOLUME A88 DANIEL MELSON OF SUSSEX COUNTY ESTATE,ACCOUNTS OF
JOSEPH MELSON,DEC.4,1799,PAGE 42.

The accounts of Joseph Melson,Executor of the Testament and Last Will of
Daniel Melson,late of Sussex County,decd.,as well as such and so much of the
Goods,Chattels & Credits which were of the said deceased as came to his hands
or Possn as also his Payments and Disbursements of the Same.

The Said Accountant charges himself
with all and Singular the Goods and
Chattels of the said Deceased afsd
Inventory amounting to 668-7-51/2 also
with Sundry articles.

Addl Inventory 0 15 3
Also with cash recd of John Hall 4 2 6

. 	 . . 	 . John G.Anderson 10 12 8
.	 . 	 . . 	 "
. 	 . "

Ezekiel Timmons 9 17 31/2
. 	 " Jesse Davis 16 15 0

. 	 . 	 . . 	 " Elijah Melson 1 11 3

. 	 . 	 . . 	 " Daniel Elliott 5 6 2

.	 . 	 . . 	 " Aaron Gordy 0 7 6
"	 . 	 . . 	 " John Hearn 0 5 9
.	 . " . 	 " John Hall 6 5 9

724 6 2

•

•



Amount Disbursements
Bal to be divided as follows
1/8 to Elijah Melson,same to
Joseph, Sally Atkins,Tabitha
Melson, Elizabeth Smith, Nancy
Melson,Love Hearn,Benjamin
Melson

total

537 	 6 	 2

187 	 4 	 2

The said Accountant craves and Allowance of his Payments and disbursements
out of the same viz

No. 	 1

Paid for Letters Testamentary 	 1
Witnesses Proving Will 	 0
Funeral Expenses 	 3
Appraisers Fees 	 3

Samuel Williams,p acct prvd & Recd 	 5

11
17
18
9

14

4
0
9
9
Ok

2 Wm.Huffington & Vaughn,p acct prvd Recd 9 9 31/2
3 Gordy,Hearn & ditto & do. 	 1 9 3
4 Lynghy & Welch & do. 	 1 17 4 3/4
5 Ebenezeer Cannon pd & do. 	 0 14 9
6

	

Sarah Bradley pd & do. 	 0
e 	 o

6 lk

7 Benj. Melson 	 " 	 & " 	 15 15 6
8 Jackson Gordy 	 " 	 & " 	 0 13 5
9 Mitchel Kershaw" 	 & " 	 1 13 llk

10 Jonah Smith 	 " 	 & " 	 0 8 0
11 Wm.Buch 	 & 	 3 13 5
12 Isaac Morris 	 " 	 & " 	 0 4 3
13 Elijah Smith 	 " 	 & " 	 0 5 8
14 Dr.Th.Robinson " 	 & " 	 1 6 9
15 Francis White 	 " 	 & " 	 0 8 0
16 Edward Creagh 	 " 	 & " 	 0 3 10
17 Wm.Gordy p bond provd & do 	 21 5 8
18 ditto pr.acct 	 1 19 3
19 Ebenezeer Cannon pr Bond provd & Rec. 	 34 14 0
20 Wm.Parsons p acct provd & Receipt 	 1 10 6
21 Samuel Elliott " 	 It 	 2 13 llk
22 James English 	 " 	 13 3 8
23 Jehu Morris 	 If 	 0 7 0
24 Wm.Hobbs 	 It 	 0 9 71/2
25 Stephen Mitchell " 	 " 	 0 17 4k
26 John Williams 	 "

	 5 7 2k
27 John Houston 	 II 	 If 	 0 14 1
28 Daniell Elliott 	 II 	 It 	 8 7 2
29 James English,witness in trial Negro

London vs Danl Melson 	 4 16 0
30 Levin Handy Regr Wor.Cty MD for fees

Admin De Bonis on Estate of Danl Melson
with copy will Annexed & drawing papers,
filing & Recording Account on said Admin-
startion p rect 	 3 8 3

31 John Williams Collector on 1798 & 1799
prct 	 2 14 6

32 John Handy Clk for 2 searches & 2 certi-
ficates of Judgements agst Danl Melson 	 0 5 0



32 Also to a Cash legacy devised to Benjamin Melson 	 30
p receipt

0 0

Also a Cash Legacy devised to John Melson p recpt 	 37 10 0
Also to a Legacy devised to Tabitha Melson p rcpt 	 80 0 0
Also to a Legacy devised to Elizabeth Melson & Re-
tained by this Accountant as her Guardian 	 80 0 0
Also to a Legacy devised to Nancy Melson and re-
tained by this Accountant as her Guardian 	 80 0 0

Total 	 462 2 8 3/4

Also to a Cash Legacy devised to Joseph Melson 	 30
this Accountant

0 0

Paid for drawing this Account 	 .0 . 15 0
Paid fees at Passing ditto Searches,Commission on
280.5.21 pounds account of Receipts & Disbursemensts
at 7 11%. 	 21 0 41/2
Commission on 240 pounds Amount of Legacies,Delv.
over on Goods at the Apportionment at 21/2% p an 	 6 0 0
Commission on Residue of the Estate 	 15 19 91/2

Total 	 537 1 10 3/4

The Above Account was Exhibited to the Register Dec.4th.1799 on Oath by

Joseph Melson

Additional Acct Feb.9th.1802

Elijah Melson
Joseph Melson
Sally Atkins
Tabitha Melson
Elizabeth Smith
Nancy Melson
Love Hearn
Benjamin Melson

These submittals by Joseph Melson in accounting for his father's estate
have been included as they are excellent examples of the times in which Dan-
iel Melson II and his family lived.As complete as they are,they fail to reveal
how much was willed to Lovey Cannon Melson,Daniel's widow.The Will stated she
was to receive one-third of the real and moveable estate during her natural
life and widowhood.The failure to mention her might indicate she had also died
before the accounting was made;that she had remarried;or that widow shares were
not required to be included in the Final Accounting of an Estate.Many other
wills of this period of time were reviewed and almost all of them exhibited a
similar flaw which lends credence to assuming a widow's share was taken for
granted and not required to be reported.

Other than the lands bequeathed to Elijah and the mention of one specific
tract for Joseph in Worcester County,MD.,the accounting is quiet as to the
names of the tracts and amounts of land bequeathed to Joseph and Benjamin.The
inclusion of these would have been helpful.

The odd bequest to John Melson of 37-10-0 pounds was puzzling."Why the
ten shillings." All other bequests were for rounded amounts.Did this mean
John had already been granted a portion of his father's estate.It is puzzl-
ing John did not receive land like his brothers,Elijah,Joseph and BenjaMin.
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John Melson emigrated to Hancock County,GA. with his brother,Daniel III.
His wife's name is believed to have been Hannah.He died there before Oct.
1808 when his will was filed for probate(Ref.24).

Daniel Melson II did not mention his son,Daniel Melson III,in his will.It
is probable this was deliberate as Daniel III had most likely received his
share of his father's property before leaving for Georgia. Daniel Melson III
and his descendents will be traced in Chapter Seven.

One major problem facing researchers along the Eastern Shore has to do
with the poor quality of the native limestone that was used during the ear-
lier days for gravestones and markers.The stones weathered rapidly and few re-
main that date much before the 1820's.In the 1920's and 1930, Millard Hudson
attempted to collect and preserve the information available from all cemeteries
and burial plots in Sussex County,DE,Worcester County,Maryland.In his books,he
explained the need for collecting this data as the stones were rapidly deterior-
ating and becoming lost.His efforts are on file at the Maryland Historical So-
ciety,Baltimore,Maryland.Later,a survey by John Jacob,Salisbury,Maryland added
information for Wicomico County,MD. This survey may be read at the Wicomico
County Public Library,Salisbury,MD.Unfortunately,none of these surveys revealed
where the Daniel Melson Burial Plots were located.

The oldest Melson burial plots existing are those for Joseph Melson,born Mar.
3,1787,died Jul.30,1826,in Sussex County,DE.as listed in Hudson,and that for
Samuel Melson,born Sep.1,1785,died Apr.12,1849 and his wife,Grace Maddox Melson,
born Nov.11,1780,died Dec.26,1861 at Melson,MD.

Daniel Melson II and his wife,Lovey Cannon Melson,lived just north of the
MD-DE boundary near Mile Post 25.The lives of their children except for that of
Benjamin Melson and his line will be followed in Chapter Seven.Benjamin Melson
was a twin brother of Joseph Melson,they were born Aug.13,1777 at their parent's
home in the Little Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE. When Daniel II's estate was
divided after his father's death,Benjamin inherited tracts not otherwise
bequeathed. These tracts included GOOD HOPE,ADDITION TO GOOD HOPE,HEARNS
ADDITION,and PETERS CHOAS ENLARGED.Benjamin was already married.He married
Amelia(Milley) Gordy,a daughter of John and Hannah Jackson Gordy of the
Wicomico Hundred,Worcester County,MD.They were married Apr 1,1796(Ref.16).
Benjamin had,like his brother Joseph,gone to school and was well educated
for that region and period of time.He followed his father in farming.He
purchased his first property from William Gordy.

MHR WORCESTER COUNTY LAND RECORDS LIBER T FOLIO 202,16th.Mar.1799.

"William Gordy of Worcester County sells to Benjamin Melson of the same
county a tract of land for 75 pounds called "Addition to Peter's Lott, be-
ginning with a Red Oak on the Brow of a Hill near a small stream called
"green horn stream" on the south side of the plantation formerly belonging
to Daniel Melson and on the North East side of Rum Ridge thence N 80 poles
thence N 75 W 90 poles thence with a right line to the first Bounder,50
acres."

Signed,Sealed and delivered
	

WILLIAM GORDY (SEAL)
BOAZ WALSTON
JOHN CATHELL

Recorded Mar.l9th 1799 	 JOHN C.HANDY Clk."

Benjamin,or Benjamine as his name was sometimes found,farmed for forty
years in the Wicomico Hundred,Worcester County,MD.Amelia(Milley) Gordy was
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a daughter of John and Hannah Jackson Gordy. They settled in the Wicomico
County Hundred,Worcester County, Maryland. Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson
had a family of 12 children:

Lovey Cannon Melson
	

b.Nov.22,1798
Hannah Jackson Melson
	

b.Jun.16,1800
Pollie Gordy Melson
	

b.Oct.15,1803
George Armstrong Melson b.Nov.13,1805
Sallie Melson
	

b.Nov.15,1807
John Melson
	

b.Feb. 1,1810
Jane Melson 	 b.Jun. ,1812
Milley G.Melson 	 b. 	 ,1816
Sampson Davis Melson 	 b.Oct.26,1817
Elijah Melson 	 b. 	 c1820
Benjamin Nathan Melson 	 b.Jan. 6,1823
Minus Melson 	 b. after 1824

Benjamin continued to acquire property, in addition to the lands his father
willed him and the tract he'd purchased from William Gordy,he bought a tract
from his brother,Joseph,(Ref.17):

"Joseph Melson of Sussex County,Delaware sells to Benjamin Melson of Worcester
County,Maryland for 20 pounds a tract "MELSON'S LOTT" in Maryland starting at
the first bounder of "MOUNT MISERY" formerly owned by Neahmiah Hearn standing
in the Wicomico Forest on the South Side of the West Line then N 17 poles thence
West 19 poles thence S28W 36 perches thence S39E 68 poles thence N28E 72 poles
thence with a straight line to the first bounder,18 acres.

Signed Sealed and delivered
	

JOSEPH MELSON
ISAAC HEARN
JOHN DASHIELL
Recorded Aug.13th.1804
	

JOHN C.HANDY Clk.

In addition to the entries in the John Gordy Bible that included listing
Milley Gordy as a daughter of John and Hannah Jackson Gordy,and the marriage
of Milley and Benjamin Melson,an additional piece of evidence confirms her
family association.This supplements her being mentioned in her father's will.

"MHR WORCESTER COUNTY DEED BOOK V,PAGE 357,OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE COURT
WORCESTER COUNTY,MARYLAND AT SNOW HILL.

A true and exact list of negroes imported into this state by the subscriber
from Sussex County in the State of Delaware on this 23rd day of December last
viz one negro woman Case aged fourteen years 23rd day March next-and negro boy
William aged nine years the 6th.of Nov.next title to which negroes accrued to
the Subscriber by a deviser of the Same in the last Will and Testament of John
Gordy late of Sussex County in the State of Delaware deceased dated the 28th.day
of February Anno Domini 1801     in the said County of Sussex in De-
laware rovided and Recorded Returned to me in pursuance with an act of the
Assembly in such cases provided this 7th day of February Anno Domini 1803.

(signed) BENJAMIN MELSON
MILLY MELSON"
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• When the United States became entangled with Great Britain in the War of
1812,Benjamin Melson was elected CAPTAIN of a Company of the 37th.Regiment,Mary-
land Militia.The regiment,as far as it known was never called into actual combat
but served within Worcester County,Maryland during the hostilities.One record of
this service is found in a small scrap of paper that has survived and is now
in the possession of Al V.Melson,Ocean City,Maryland.

A few years after his service in the Maryland Militia,Benjamin was appointed
Constable for Wicomico Hundred,Worcester County,Maryland in 1820.The Bond filed
to attest to his financial responsibilty read:

"Know All Men by These Presents that we Benjamin Melson,Elijah Hearn,Stephen
Roach and William Holland of Worcester County and State of Maryland aforesaid
are firmly bound unto the State of Maryland in the full and Just sum of $800
current money of the United States to be paid unto the State of Maryland to
which payment will and truly be made and done we bind ourselves heirs Executors
and administrators in and for the whole Jointly and Severally firmly by these
presents sealed with our seals and dated this third day of April 1820 whereas
the above bonded Benjamin Melson hath been appointed by the Levy Court for Wor-
ceter County Constable for Wicomico Hundred in the said county Now the condition
for the obligation which that if the said Benjamin Melson the said Constable
shall well and faithfully execute the same office in all things placed in his
hands for collection and shall also well and truly pay all sums of money received
by him thru the above obligation to be Void and to be sure the same effect other-
wise be and remain in full force and Virtue.• 	 Signed Sealed and Delivered 	 BENJAMIN MELSON
in the presence of us 	 ELIJAH HEARN
WILLIAM MCGREGOR 	 STEPHEN ROACH
ROBT.HARNIE 	 WILLIAM HOLLAND
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April the third day anno domini 1820,then was delivered unto me the subscriber
the foregoing Bond in order to be Enrolled among the Records of Worcester Coun-
ty Which said Bond is accordingly Recorded among the said Records in Liber AK
folio 265.

JOHN C HANDY Clk"

Benjamin did not serve many years as Constable.A property deed dated 25
Dec.1824 transferring lands from a Jacob A.Jones to Samuel Melson was signed
in the presence of Benjamin Melson, whose name appeared as a Justice of the
Peace(Ref.18). The date of his initial appointment as a Justice of the Peace
for the Wicomico Hundred was not recorded. His commission to act officially
in this office was issued a month later.The Deed bearing his signature as an
authenticating witness was concerned with the sale of two tracts of land,"Se-
curity Enlarged" and "Come By Chance."The Jacob A.Jones who sold the land to
Samuel Melson, who was Benjamin's nephew, was not the Jacob Jones who married
Lovey Cannon Melson,Benjamin's daughter.

His commission as Justice of the Peace was issued combined with a number
of others apointed to the same office.

MHR WORCESTER COUNTY RECORDS LIBER AQ FOLIO 409

"The State of Maryland to Benjamin Melson, Nathan Gordy,Samuel Melson,Elijah
Hearn and George Maddox: Gentlemen greetings BE IT KNOWN THAT reposing great
trust and confidence in your Knowledge,Integrity and Love of Justice,you and
each of you are jointly and severally appointed and assigned as Justices of
the Peace of Worcester County to give equal right and justice according to the
Law of the State,in every case in which you shall act as Justices of the Peace,
freely without sale, fully without any denial and speedily to execute the same
office,justly,honestly and faithfully according to the Law untill you are duly
discharged from your office.Given under the Seal of the State of Maryland this
Sixth day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty
five - Witness the Honorable Theodorick Bland Esquire Chancellor on May the
twelfth day anno domini one thousand eight hundred twenty five.Then was deliver-
ed unto me the subscriber the foregoing Commission in order to be Enrolled among
the Records of Worcester County. Which said Commission is accordingly recorded
among the same records in Liber AQ folio 409.

JOHN C.HANDY Clk."

How long he served as a Justice of the Peace is not known,this appointment
explains the use of "ESQ" after his name in the 1830 Census for Worcester County,
Maryland.

Benjamin and Milley's names appeared three times together in the surviving
records of Worcester County.The first was in connection with the transfer of the
bequest from her father's estate in 1803.The second was when they witnessed Eli-
jah Melson's will on Jan.17,1816(Ref.19).The last was the deed they executed when
they sold their lands before departing for Shelby County,Missouri in 1837.

Other documents of this and earlier periods in Worcester County,Maryland
must have existed but were lost in a fire that destroyed the Worcester County
Courthouse November 24,1834.In this fire at Snow Hill,MD. records dating back
into the days when the county was a part of Somerset County,all marriage records
before 1795,probate records and many other valuable documents.These losses and
similar ones at other courthouses prompted the State of Maryland to insist all
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all county records be copied and these copies sent for safekeeping in the Mary-
land Hall of Records,Annapolis,Maryland.Many of these copies on file at the Hall
of Records were used in pursuing the research into the early days of our family.

It is not known why Benjamin and Milley Melson suddenly decided to sell their
lands in Worcester County,Maryland and embark on a new career on the newly open-
ed prairies of Missouri. Benjamin was a substantial farmer,he was prominent in
the affairs of the Wicomico Hundred, was a Justice of the Peace and sixty years
old.One of the probable reasons for the decision to move must have been glowing
reports from their daughter, Jane Melson who had married James Parker.They'd em-
igrated to Shelby County, Missouri in 1835. Jane and James had been married in
Sussex County,D Dec.31,1830.(Ref.20).In addition,their oldest son,George Arm-
strong Melson, had gone west probably to check on the lands. Tragically,George
drowned in the Ohio River near Cincinnati in 1836.(Ref.21). Whatever it was that
decided them to make this momentuous move,it must have been very persuasive as
they sold their lands and possessions in the spring of 1837 and along with other
members of the family and friends left Maryland for the beckoning virgin lands
of the midwest. When Benjamin and his party sailed from Salisbury that chilly
April day in 1837,they left behind a heritage of more than 150 years on the East-
ern Shore.Another century would pass before the next descendent of Benjamin's
would see the Eastern Shore and the Atlantic Ocean.

The Deed by which Benjamin and Milley sold their lands and severed connec-
tions with their old homeland was a lengthy one.As no copy of the deed is found
in the Delaware Hall of Records,this implies all their properties were in Mary-
land.Many of the names of the tracts listed,mention for the last time,those with
which we recognized as property of Daniel Melson I and II,going back to the earl-
iest days in Worcester County. The document in which they sold their lands is
found in the Hall of Records,Annapolis,Maryland as reference 22.
As abstracted it reads:

"This Indenture made this twenty first day of March 1837 betweenBenajmine and
Emilia Melson of Worcester County,State of Maryland of the one part and John
Cordrey of Sussex County,State of Delaware of the other part for the amount of
$1249.00

The parcels of land included in this transfer are:
ADDITON TO GOOD HOPE
HEARNS ADDITION,SECOND PART
LAST HOPE
GOOD HOPE,PART
ADDITION TO PETER'S LOTT,PART
ADDITION TO GARDEN SPOT,PART
PETERS CHOICE ENLARGED,PART
PLUS ALL THE REST

Beginning at the Five Mile Stone standing on the West Line so called near where
Benjamine Melson lives dividing, the States of Maryland and Delaware north 87
west 1064 perches thence leaving such line South 8k West llk perches to a post
the beginning of a deed from William Gordy to Daniel Melson ---to a marked pine
standing on the line of the said tract called Peters Choice enlarged-- through
several other courses-- then along several more lines to a division line between
the sixth corner of the said tract called Addition to Garden Spot-- then along
more courses to the sixth corner of Addition to Good Hope--to the division line
bounding the adjacent fields of John Hearn and John Morris-- thence to the begin-
ning.Total Land described is 168 acres.
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The inclusion of the phrase "Five Mile Stone standing on the West Line"
verifies the location of Benjamin's lands.This refers to the Twenty-Five Mile
stone set by the 1751 survey party at the intersection of Rum Ridge Road and
Hwy #54.This is also 1.75 miles west of the intersection of Melson Church Road
and Hwy.#54.Melson Church Road meets Melson Road in the center of Melson,MD.one-
mile mile south of the state line.

Benjamin's name was found in the records spelled either Benjamin or Benjamine.
Milley Gordy Melson's first name appeared as Amelia,Emelia,Milley or Milly.Inter-
estingly,in the deed selling their lands to John Cordrey,her name was written as
Amelia and as Milley.No challenge was ever made for this variation.

In the party that left Salisbury for Shelbyville,Shelby County,Missouri,accom-
panying Benjamin and Milley were their son John Melson,his wife and family;Mill-
ey G.Melson,their daughter;their sons Sampson Davis Melson,Elijah Melson,Benjam-
min Nathan Melson, Henry Brewington, his wife Sallie Melson and their children,
Leonard Gordy and his wife.Possibly others as well whose names were not recorded.
Their two oldest daughters,Lovey Cannon Melson Jones,and Hannah Jackson Melson
Downing remained behind.The thoughts of these emirgees must have varied as the
ship warped away from the pier at Salisbury for its voyage down the Wicomico Riv-
er.They knew they were leaving their relatives and friends behind while they
wondered what the future held for them in that far off land.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE WESTWARD TRAILS

I t July 31,1971

I spent three weeks in Missouri this month and managed to devote a few
half days to searching the Shelby County Court House. Most interesting
though, I found one of the sons of Benjamin N.Melson had a diary written by
Elijah Melson,brother of Benjamin N.Melson.,in 1837 telling of their trip to
Missouri.

This diary is a small(about 3 by 6 inches) thin-leather bound book of 28
pages. It was written in what appears to be ink(quill pen,I suppose). It is
faded but most legible and with more time to study, it could almost be
deciphered. There is some repetition and later phrases not pertaining to
the trip dated as late as 1844. It contains Elijah's and Samson's signatures
made in that year. The diary is brief and, basically,consists of a statement
made on most days of the trip telling of the miles covered and where they
stayed(usually a Tavern) that night.

The trip account starts:
"ELIJAH MELSON's Journal to Missouri this 12th day of April 1837 start-
ing from Worcester County state of Maryland..."

A passage written later:

"We started from Salisbury Wednesday the 12th 1837."

Evidentially they took a boat or ferry up the Chesapeake Bay:

	 passed Annapolis and had a very strong gale and all got sick but
Henry and Samson."

This was probably Henry Brewington. They sailed through Baltimore and:

"Sunday the 16th.we started to Wheeling passed all the mills and went
under the railroad we saw the steam car going out up at Whaling Tavern

Later on Thursday the 20th,they traveled 19 miles and put up at Mrs.
Broash's Tavern. A late entry:

Leonard Gordy's wife was taken sick Thursday the 20th. and we left
them at Mrs.Broash's Tavern."

On Saturday the 22nd. they arrived at Cumberland and on Sunday it snow-
ed. Other entries.

"Friday the 5th we got to Louisville about past 10."

"Monday the 8th we got into the Mississippi about midnight."

"Wednesday the 10th within 40 or 43 miles of St.Louis. They broke the
cupling(sic) and they had to go on one wheel to St.Louis and we got
there Wednesday the 10 about 8 O'clock in the evening."

I t

"Friday the 12th passed Seaford about past 9 O'clock which was within
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• 	 7 miles of hannabol(sic)."
"Sunday the 14th we started about 8 O'clock and about 2 O'clock I
left the wagon and traveled 30 miles and put up at Mr.Eaton's."

"Monday the 15th.traveled 5 miles and got to James Parker's about 8
O'clock."

A late entry written in 1844:

"PATRICK HENRY was the name of the boat we went from Wheeling to Louis-
ville and then got on another by the name of AVALANCHE."

So they started their trip April 12,1837 and arrived at James Parker's(at
least Elijah did) on May 15.Their route was Salisbury to Baltimore by boat,wagon
to Wheeling,and then by boat to Hannibal.Note that James and Jane Parker were
already there and owned the land that later was to be called "the old Melson
Place."The first recorded land transaction in Shelby County involving a Melson
was the sale by James and Jane Parker of 160 acres to Benjamin Melson for $350
on June 1,1837.That was the Northwest Quarter of Section lO,Township 57,Range
12 (Shelby County Land Transactions,Book A,page 87).Note the price per acre
was about $2.00."

This letter from Dr.H.Robert Glahn,Falls Church,Virginia reporting his
research at Shelbyville,Shelby County,Missouri and his discovery of the old

• diary of Elijah Melson helped fill a large void in our knowledge about the
family travels.The terse entries vividly depicted their various experiences
as they were encountered along their route: the rough pitching boat on the
Chesapeake Bay; the first Baltimore and Ohio railroad train which then only
ran from Baltimore to Ellicott City,MD.; the concern about having to leave
Leonard Gordy and his wife at a mountain tavern; the broken paddlewheel coup-
ling on AVALANCHE and its slow struggle against the Mississippi current to
reach St.Louis; and Elijah's eagerness to race ahead of the family wagon
and tell his sister of their arrival. His diary may be read in its entirety
on pages 11-16 through 11-28.

Supplementing these exciting pages from Elijah's diary, Dr.Glahn forwar-
ed pertinent pages from an interesting old book,"HISTORY OF MONROE AND SHEL-
BY COUNTIES,MISSOURI."The section of the book recounting the history of Clay
Township,Shelby County,Missouri,mentioned James Parker as one of the earliest
settlers in the township on Section 8-57-11,although it did not place him
there before 1839,which was manifestly incorrect. CAPT.Melson was listed as
living three or four miles west of the Parkers in 1839. The narrative again
was incorrect when it referred to him as a Kentuckian. This was most likely
due to there being so many Kentuckians settling there in those early days.
These were minor errors and the writer evens the score somewhat two para-
graphs later when he wrote about the establishment of the First Class of the
Methodist Church in Shelby County. This class was formed at the residence of
John B.Lewis,who lived on the Northwest Quarter of Section 8-57-11,in the
fall of 1837. Among the first members were "the widow Parker and Mrs.Jane
Parker,the wife of James Parker. The "widow Parker" might have been James

•
Parker's mother.

Judge Elwood Melson,when asked by Florence Bessac about the migration,re-
plied all he knew was a vague tale about some wild cousin who tossed over every-
thing and moved west never to be heard of again.
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Once settled in Shelby County, Benjamin' eyes must have been pleased
withthe loamy soils of the unbroken prairies. The region in which he and his
party had settled was initially called the Salt River Township. Later, the
portion in which they farmed became in 1845,the Clay Township. Shelby
County's politics at that time were Whig and the newly created township was
named for Henry Clay, whom his adherents knew as "gallant Henry of the West."
These lands lay southwest of Shelbyville,near Clarence,Missouri.

Elijah in his diary failed to list all those in their party that sailed
out of Salisbury on the way to Missouri. Florence Wilson Bessac's records
of what her grandmother,Matilda Melson Wilson told her, said all the Benjamin
Melson children went with their parents. Later information showed Great-aunt
Tilly must have meant all the children who didli't remain behind went to Mis-
souri. Both of Benjamin and Milley's two oldest daughters remained behind,
Lovey Melson Jones and Hannah J.Downing. In addition, George Armstrong Melson
had drowned the year previous, Polly Gordy Melson Smith and Minos had died earl-
ier, and Jane was already in Missouri with her husband,James Parker. Henry Brew-
ington went along with his wife,Sallie Melson, and their family, John Melson
and his family were also in the party. John R.Coard,who married Amelia(Milley)
G.Melson later was most likely in the party as was William Coard,who might
have been either his cousin, or an uncle.

The 1840 Census of the United States for Shelby County,Missouri listed
these former residents of the Eastern Shore as being there.

Name Males 	 Females
0 5 10 20 30 40 50 60 0 5 10 20 30 40 50 60
4 9 19 29 39 49 59 	 + 4 9 19 29 39 49 59 +

William Coard - 1 	 - 	 - 	 - 	 - 	 1 	 - 1 1 	 2 	 1 	 - 	 - 	 1 -
John R.Coard - - 	 - 	 1
John Melson 2 1 	 - 	 - 	 1 	 - 	 - 	 - 1 - 	 - 	 1 	 - 	 -
Benjamin Melson - - 	 2 	 1 	 - 	 - 	 - 	 1 - - 	 1 	 - 	 - 	 1 -
Henry Brewington 1 2 	 - 	 - 	 1 	 - 	 - 	 - 1 - 	 - 	 - 	 1 	 -
James Parker 1 - 	 - 	 1 	 - 	 - 	 - 	 - 2 1 	 - 	 1 	 -

The population for Shelby County at the time its first census was taken was
3056.

The exact relationship of William and John l.Coard is not known.They may
have been uncle and nephew,or they could have been ccausins.John R.Cord married
Amelia G.Melson,and they returned to live in Worcester County,MD as will be
recounted in Chapter Seven. The name presents some confusion as to its spell-
ing. It is found in the records spelled "Cord,""Coard,""Coarde." In later
years,the family preferred the "Cord" spelling and that was used more consis-
tently than either of the other ways.

The 10-19 year old girl in the Benjamin Melson household may have been
some child they had taken in after her parents had died. More of this will
be found in the 1850 census.

Benjamin Melson purchased several tracts of Shelby County land and a lot
inside Shelbyville,possibly with the idea of building a town house on it.
His old title "CAPTAIN" followed him westwards and suggests he retained it
to continue being active in the political affairs of his community.Unfortu-
nately Benjamin never lived long enough to enjoy a town home, he passed away
shortly after New Years Day,1842. His will was filed at the Shelby County
Courthouse in Shelbyville,Missouri and read:
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"The Last Will and Testament of Benjamin Melson,of the Township of Salt
River, in the County of Shelby and Stateof Missouri.

I,Benjamin Melson,considering the uncertainty of his mortal life,and be-
ing of sound mind and memory(Blessed be Almighty God for the same) do make
and publish this my last will and testament in the manner and form follow-
ing,viz:
Item 1. I give and bequeath to my son John forty acres of Land to be taken

from the half of the west Eighty on my farm and which joines his
farm.--

Item 2. I give and bequeath Samson D.Melson the forty acres I lately purchas-
ed from James Parker near Henry Brewington's provided he lets his
mother have her thirds in the said forty,and the Two forties I late-
ly purchased for him,if called for.--also a feather bed with the
necessary bedding-- also the mare and saddle he now has--also Two
hundred and fifty Pounds Pork.--

Item 3. I give my son Elijah the Farm known as the Townsend Place,containing
an Eighty and a fractional forty acres of Land,also the Lot I now
own in Shelbyville - also a horse,saddle and bridle,worth sixty dol-
lars. also a plough,with necessary harnesss-also the Hogs,sheep and
bees known as his,also a feather bed with the necessary bedding.

Item.4 I give to my son Benjamin N.the farm on which I now live,except for the
forty acres given to John.Also a horse,saddle and bridle with sixty
dollars, and Plough with necessary harness-also the heifer,Hogs and
bees known as his.--

Item 5. I give to my daughter Milley G.,the wife of John R.Cord of Worcester
County,Md. Thirty dollars.--

Item 6. I leave all my Carpenter and Joiners tools I own to be divided e-
qually between my sons Samson D.,Elijah and Benjamin N.Melson.

Item 7. I wish my son Elijah to continue on the home farm and work it on
shares with Benjamin and his mother,until Benjamin becomes of age.
I also leave them thirty bushels of wheat.--

Item 8. The balance of my Estate if any after paying all charges upon it,to
be equally divided between all my children. --

Item 9. I hereby appoint my son Elijah sole executor of this my last will
and testament: hereby revoking all former wills made by me.--

In Witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal,this thirty first
day of August in the Year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty
one.

BENJAMIN MELSON (SEAL)

Signed,Sealed and delivered in the presence of us.

REBECCA SCOTT LEMONS
HENRY BREWINGTON
WM.STRACHAN

Filed for record the 22nd.Jan.A.D.1842" (Ref.3).

•



Benjamin Melson was sixty-four years old when he died in January 1842.
He had spent an active four years establishing himself in Shelby County,MO.
Milley was mentioned in his will only by indirection, as the "mother" of
Samson D. and Benjamin N. Only in the item referring to the bequest to
Samson D.was any mention made of her rights in his estate. Additionally,
Milley G.Melson Coard was the only one of his daughters mentioned by name,
yet two other daughter Sallie Melson Brewington and Jane Melson Parker were
living nearby.

The fact that Milley Gordy Melson was his wife in Missouri was verified
in a land transfer dated a few months before his death. The deed written 9
December 1840 and recorded 25 September 1841 described the sale of 80 acres
by Benjamin and Milley Melson to John Monroe for the sum of $180.(Ref.4).
Milley Gordy Melson survived her husband by many years. She remained on
their farm,which became her son Benjamin N.Melson's until her death Jan.17,
1858.(Ref.5).

Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson had twelve children, all were born in
Worcester County,Maryland. The lives and the descendents of those who sur-
vived and married; Lovey Cannon Melson, Hannah Jackson Melson, Polly Gordy
Melson,Sallie Melson,John Melson, Jane Melson,Milley G.Melson,and Benjamin
Nathan Melson plus a brief review of Elijah Melson's shortened life will be
related in Chapter Seven beginning on page 7-33.

The sons and daughters of Benjamin and Milley Melson who had gone to
Shelby County,MO.with their parents remained quietly on their farms,although
each succeeding census revealed many changes. John and his wife,Elinor Elliott,
died before the 1850 census was taken. Elijah Melson drowned. Henry and Sallie
Melson Brewington also died before the 1850 census was taken. One of their
sons was listed as living with the Samson Melsons. James and Jane Melson
Parker disappeared from the census records between 1850 and 1860.0ne of the
sons who did survive was Sam(p)son Davis Melson,the ninth child of Benjamin
and Milley Gordy Melson.

Sam(p)son Davis Melson was born in Worcester County,MD., Oct.26,1817. He
was nineteen when he accompanied his parents to Shelby County,MO. Three
years after settling there, Sam(p)son married Juliann Elizabeth Catherine
Jones,born Nov.6,1824 in Kentucky, a daughter of Major Hex and Minerva Wil-
coxen Jones.(Ref.l).They were married in the Shelbyville Methodist Church,
Shelbyvile,MO.by the Rev.James V.Potts,Jan.28,1841.(Ref.15). The 80 acres of
land bequeathed to Sam(p)son by his father might have been a wedding present
to them.Samson(I'll drop the (p) from his name as he seems to have used the
abbreviated version as an adult) farmed in Shelby County for twenty-three
years. Samson appears to have gradually changed his occupation away from
farming,he was shown as a Farmer in the 1850 Census,but the 1860 Census des-
cribed him as a Carpenter.(Ref.17). Certainly the carpenter and joiner tools
left to him by his father were put to good use. As noted above,the 1850 Cen-
sus listed Benjamin S.Brewington as living with Samson and Juliann Melson as
a member of the household.His parents had died before the census was taken.
Benjamin S.Brewington was listed as being a Farmer.

Samson Davis and Julian E.C.Jones Melson had eleven children. Ten were
born in Shelby County,M0.(Ref.5).

William Henry Melson,the oldest child of Samson and Juliann Melson,was
born Apr.8,1841, died May 20,1842.

James Asbury Melson, the second child of Samson and Juliann Melson,was
born Jul.3,1843, died Mar.18,1906,married Mary Amanda Gibson,born
Oct.31,1865,died Aug.20,1940,on Jul.22,1879.(Refs. 10 & 18).

Minerva Jane Melson was the third child of Samson and Juliann Melson,
was bornSep.14,1845, died Oct.14,1928,married John Henderson Wilson.
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Matilda Frances Melson,the fourth child of Samson and Juliann Melson,
was born Feb.2,1848,died Dec.8,1926(Ref.l).She married Thomas How-
ard Wilson.Sept.23,1866(.Ref.29).

Mary Susan Melson,the fifth child of Samson and Juliann Melson,was
born Mar.22,1851,died Jul.30,1902. She married Thomas Luther David-
son,Jun.6,1869.

America Melson,the sixth child of Samson and Juliann Melson,was born
May 19,1854,died Sep.14,1854.

Sarah Emma Melson,the seventh child of Samson and Juliann Melson,
was born Nov.10,1855,died May 26,1924. She married Lucian B.Plants.

Martha Josephine Melson,the eighth child of Samson and Juliann Melson,
was Apr.9,1858,died Nov.2,1952.She married Samuel Park Garrigues,born
1849,died May 24,1919,on Jun.6,1877. •

Ella Belle Melson,the ninth child of Samson and Juliann Melson,was born
Oct.30,1860,died Nov.2,1936.She married Frank D.McDowell,born Aug.6,
1855,died Apr.3,1889.on Dec.29,1881.

Benjamin O.Melson,the tenth child of Samson and Juliann Melson,was born
Feb.16,1864,died c1930,never married.

Albert Jason Melson,the eleventh child of Samson and Juliann Melson,was
born Jan.24,1870,died Aug.31,1870 in Salem,Oregon(Ref.5).

James Asbury Melson,or Asbury as he liked to be called,the oldest son of
Samson and Juliann Melson,left Shelby County,MO.for Oregon in 1861.His enthu-
siastic report about Oregon convinced his parents to move west. In the sprit. of
1864,Samson sold his lands,packed a covered wagon for the long,difficult trip.
He was then 47 years old and Juliann was 40. She had just given birth to their
son,Benjamin O.Melson,she had to carry him in her arms over the jolting trails
on the back of a mule.

A major regret of mine is that none of us,other than Florence Wilson Bessac,
ever wrote down our great-aunts childhood experiences.What little we know about
the emigration comes from Florence's notes from her grandmother,Matilda, and
what I recall from my great-aunts talking when I was a child. When Samson and
Juliann decided to make the trip,they were deeply concerned about the health
of their oldest daughter,Minerva Jane.Great-aunt "Nervy" had chronic asthma,they
doubted if she'd survive the trip.Samson loaded enough planks into their wagon
to make a coffin for her if that became necessary.Greataunt Nervy used to love
to relate this story,laughing with delight as she told it,coughing all the
time.She lived to a ripe old age,always plagued with the asthma,but never be-
coming a victim of it.After their arrival in Salem,OR.,Samson made a table
from the planks. Otto Wilson,JR.,Greataunt Nervy's grandson, claims he still
has this table made of pine. Patty Kent Smayda,Greataunt Sarah's great-grand-
daughter,believes,however,the planks were oak and the table she has was made
from the planks.

Samson could not have picked a worst year for crossing the plains than
1864.The U.S.Cavalry had been withdrawn from guarding the Oregon Trail during
the Civil War.The Plains Indians had tacitly permitted the wagon trains to
travel the trail as long as their camps and tepees were respected.By the
spring of 1864,the unpatrolled plains swarmed with roughnecks and ruffians
who raided the Indian camps without fear of reprisal causing resentment that
flared into open warfare.The border from Fort Leavenworth to the Pacific
Coast erupted with conflict.Almost all commercial traffic over the Oregon and
Smokey Hill Trails were halted.The major stagecoach lines ceased operations
in Kansas,Nebraska,Colorado and Wyoming.Later in the year,the unprovoked
attack on the Smokey Hill Cheyennes by the bigoted Rev.Chivington and his
savage Colorado militia drove the restless and resentful Plains Indians into
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open rebellion.The fighting continued although the U.S.Government disavowed
the attack.The strife continued another twenty -five years.

These were the conditions faced by Samson Melson and his family as they
plodded their way across the plains,Samson driving the wagon and Juliann
carrying her infant son on her mule.If they were like the other emigrants,
they took at least one cow along to provide milk,and an extra span of horses.
The wagon would have been piled high with household furniture,food and cloth-
ing.They selected special items for use during the long trek,my sister,Evel-
yn Melson Franz,of Keizer,Oregon has Juliann's camp rocking chair, an ingen-
eous device that could be folded into a small package for storing in the
wagon during the daytime,but brought out and opened for her use every night.
Their trail most likely led from Shelby County westwards to Atchison,Kansas,
then along an improved stagecoach road to Nebraska City,Nebraska.From this
rendevous site on the Missouri River,the trail continued westward passing
the site of present day Lincoln,Nebraska,intersecting the Platte River near
Kearney,Nebraska.The wagon trains usually remained on the south side of the
river until Julesburg,Colorado was reached.There,the trail crossed the South
Platte and went northwest to meet the North Platte at Scotts Bluff.Continu-
ing westward,the trail clung to the North Platte until the Sweetwater River
was reached.Along the Sweetwater,the trail passed Independence Rock then onto
South Pass,crossing the summit of the Rockies.Once across the summit,the trail
led to Bear Lake,Soda Springs,Idaho and onto the boiling Snake River,which was
followed with many fordings to the Oregon border.Here the trail led up the Grande
Ronde Valley to the Blue Mountains before the weary emigrants could descend to
the Columbia River.Its south bank was followed to The Dalles,Oregon.Here they
faced a decision,they could put everything on a primitive railroad at high costs
to avoid Columbia River Rapids,or elect to attempt the dangerous Barlow Pass
that skirted Mt.Hood to reach the Willamtte Valley.

Although the exact route Samson followed is not known, it was close to that
described.Two stories about their crossing of the plains remain a part of our
family lore.Somewhere along the Platte River,Sarah Emma,age nine,wandered away
from camp and became stuck in the river quicksands.She was hauled to safety
by a passing Indian,who snatched her from the clutching sands that held her
tightly(Ref.l).

Later,when the advance riders of the party reached Oregon that autumn,they
told of some family that had gotten separated from the train in Idaho when
they took a wrong turn.James Asbury Melson was listening to their news and
asked for a fuller description of the family.When he heard them described,he
exclaimed 'They sound like my folks.'With that he hurried off to find them and
led them safely onto Salem(Ref.l).

Samson and Juliann with their five daughters and baby son survived the
long journey arriving at their destination,Salem,Oregon.Samson immediately
took a job with J.L.Parrish managing his farm southeast of Salem in the
Waldo Hills.Later,they moved into Salem,building a home on the Northeast
corner of State and N.Thirteenth Streets.Samson farmed and worked as a
Carpenter.He was always proud of helping to build the First Methodist Epis-
copal Church,of which they were members.

The 1870 Census for Marion County,Oregon(Ref.21)lists Samson and his
family,and the increasing families of their daughters.Samson's father-in-law,
Major Hex Jones,followed his daughter to Salem a few years later.The members
of the Melson family and their relatives made them prominent residents of that
growing city(Ref.21).
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• 	 1870 Census of the United States,East Salem Precinct,Oregon
Page 46 S.D.Melson 	 52 	 Farmer MD

Julia 	 45 	 KY
Sarah E. 	 14 	 MO
Martha 	 12 	 MO
Benj. 	 6 	 MO
A.J. 	 4 mos(Jan) 	 OR

Page 59 T.J.Wilson 	 33 	 TN
Matilda 	 22 	 MO
Arthur 	 2 	 OR
J.H.Wilson 	 44 	 TN
M.J. 	 24 	 MO
Otto 	 1 	 OR
'Gucceia' 	 9 	 MO

North Salem Precinct

M.H.Jones
	

65 	 Farmer KY
Thos.A. 	 34 	 Farmer MO

Samson Davis and his sister,Jane,were the first in the family to have
their portraits preserved by photography.Samson's picture,taken apparently
in the late 1880's,shows him to have been a well featured man of medium build.
His hairline was full,and his hair white.In the custom of the day,he wore a
set of chin whiskers.Jane's photograph,taken at an unknown date,but assumed in
the 1880's,retains the essence of a very sweet faced lady.The picture of Juliann
E.C.Jones Melson was also taken about the same time and revealed a small but
intensely active lady.If her daughters were like her,she was short,about 5 feet
2 inches tall,slightly stout when middle-aged,but bursting with energy.Her abil-
ity to have ridden a mule half the breadth of the North American continent carry-
ing a baby while still looking after her other children en route was a credit to
her determination.Juliann was born in Kentucky.Major Hex Jones was her father.
His name was a proper one not a military title.This unusual name,Major,hints his
parents might have lived in Maryland.In the 1790 Census for Worcester County,a
Major Jones was enumerated as a landowner and taxpayer.Major H.Jones picture was
taken showing him with a wild set of whiskers.The pictures of Samson,Jane,Juliann
and Major Jones are shown in Chapter Eleven.The Jones family is on page 7-59.

Samson and Juliann lived in Salem,Oregon raising their family while he
worked at farming and carpentering.Juliann suffered a severe stroke that
left her unable to either talk or walk in the 1880s.Her daughter,Matilda
Melson Wilson,assumed the burden of looking after her mother.Samson Davis
Melson died on New Years Day,1894(Ref.22),Juliann Jones Melson died the
following year,Nov.4,1895(Ref.23) Both Samson and Juliann are buried in the
Melson Plot,Pioneer Cemetery,Hoyt and Commercial St.S,Salem,Oregon.

James Asbury Melson,the second child,and oldest surviving son,of Samson
and Juliann Melson grew up in Shelby County,MO.He left home as a young man
in 1861 crossing the continent to Oregon where he began a long career as a
farmer,stockman,horse trader and storekeeper.He met and married Mary Amanda
Gibson in Heppner,Oregon when he was 34 years old and working as a stockman
on a ranch southeast of Heppner.They were married ix Heppner,Oregon,July
22,1879(Ref.5).

Asbury, as he preferred being called, and Mary Amanda(Molly) Gibson,were
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the parents of five children, all born in or near Heppner,Oregon:
Edith Josephine Melson, the oldest child of Asbury and Molly Melson,was
born Jun.22,1880,died Jul.22,1880.(Ref.5).

Byron Asbury Melson, the second child of Asbury and Molly Melson, was
born Sep.3,1881, died Nov.4,1882.(Ref.5).

Elbra Emma Melson, the third child of Asbury and Molly Melson, was born
Nov.10,1882,died Feb.6,1883.(Ref.5).

Samson LeRoy Melson, the fourth child of Asbury and Molly Melson,was born
Dec.19,1883,died Jul.24,1955. He married Hattie Etta Welch,born Apr.30,
1889,died Mar.24,1973,on Jun.25,1913.(Ref.5).

Etta Mae Melson, the fifth child of Asbury and Molly Melson,was born
Apr.15,1887,died Aug.7,1960. She married George Earl Eyre,c1911.

Their first three children died as infants from the epidemics that raged
through the ranching country during those early days. My father, Samson
LeRoy Melson and his younger sister were able to survive.

Asbury and Molly Melson were the first names to be listed on the 1880
Census for Heppner,Oregon.(Ref.27). This census was taken during the early
weeks of June 1880 and along with Asbury and Molly was listed Asbury's
mother,Juliann Melson. She had gone to Heppner to be with them when their
first child was born. Then she returned to Salem in time to also be enumer-
ated as a resident of Salem,Oregon.

Asbury moved his family from Heppner to Salem,Oregon in 1889 where they
lived in a small house on the corner of N.17th.and Center Streets. They re-
mained there except for one brief period when he worked in Walla Walla,Wash.
for the Spokane-Portland and Seattle Railroad. There was no housing available
for them and they had to live in a tent. My father recalled this uncomfort-
able period saying it was bitterly cold and about all they had to eat was
cabbage.

In Salem,Asbury supported his family with his horse trading, carpentry
and general work until his unexpected death from a stroke,Mar.16,1906. He
had always been a vigorous and active man until this occurred. (Ref.5).

Molly(Mary Amanda) Melson survived her husband for many years. After his
death, she and her two children remained in their home until Etta married
George E.Eyre, a successful farmer near Salem. Molly then lived with Etta and
George. After George's death, she continued living with her daughter until
her death,Aug.20,1940.(Ref.29).

Grandmother Molly Melson was a short,plump lady with boundless energy.
She was a neat housekeeper with decided opinions.Dad used to laugh about the
continued battle between his parents over Asbury's love for cigars. Grand-
mother disliked their smell and always insisted Asbury smoke them outside.

We failed to have Grandmother write down her experiences. We know a
little about her parents and her early life. She was fond of telling of the
friendship between her parents and a young lawyer in Petersburg ,Illinois,Ab-
raham Lincoln. She treasured a photograph of himself that Abraham had given
her parents as he was leaving for Washington to assume the Presidency of the
United States. We are not certain exactly how she and her brother,Joseph Lin-
coln Gibson, traveled from Springfield,IL.to  Heppner,OR.in 1887 when they
were sent to live with their aunt,Mary Marsh Cason. The Union Pacific RR had
not completed the Oregon Short Line RR at the time,nor had the Southern Pacific
RR completed its lines from San Francisco northwards into the Willamette Val-
ley. Possibly they went by train westwards as far as Rawlins or Laramie,WY,
then the remainder of the journey by stagecoach.

Nothing is known about Grandmother's brothers and sisters who remained
in Illinois. A review of her younger brother's life will be found on page
7-55.
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CHAPTER FIVE

FATHER AND MOTHER

Samson LeRoy Melson,the oldest surviving child of James Asbury and Mary
Amanda Gibson Melson,was born on a ranch 21 miles southeast of Heppner,Ore-
gon,December 19,1883. His two older sisters and a brother failed to survive
the ravages of the typhoid and cholera epidemics that swept the early fron-
tiers.Samson,along with his younger sister,Etta Mae,passed their early child-
hood in Heppner,Oregon,where his father worked for his brother-in-law, S.Park
Garrigues,the husband of his sister,Martha Josephine.

In 1889,Asbury moved his family from Heppner to Salem,Oregon. During
this period of time,they also lived for awhile in Walla Walla,Washington.
All this delayed Dad's entry into school,he didn't enter the First Grade
until 1891 when he was over seven years old. Although he had been named for
his grandfather,Samson Davis Melson, he was called "Roy" as he grew up.
Later he rearranged his names,becoming Roy S.Melson,dropping the Samson
altogether and keeping only the "S" as his middle initial. He was known
throughout his adult life as Roy S.Melson.

Dad's elementary schooling ended with the Ninth Grade. That was as far
as the schools in Salem,Oregon went in 1901. He was then almost 18 years
old.He plunged into a number of various jobs seeking one that would
determine his later life. He worked for the Colbath Grocery Store,which was
located across the street from their home. He drove a horse-drawn streetcar
from the downtown area to the top of Pringle Hill on South Twelfth Street,
finally,he accepted the position as a messenger for the Capital National
Bank. He advanced in the bank,first becoming a Teller and later the Asst.
Cashier.

Dad never became a large man, he was 5'10" tall and weighed 155 pounds.
He was athletic and played semi-professional baseball and football. He in-
jured his left knee in a football game in 1903,acquiring what was then known
as a "joint mouse." This occurred when a piece of the kneecap was separated
and floated around between the kneecap and the knee bones. Today,modern sur-
gery corrects this problem simply,but then any operation on the knee meant a
stiff joint for the rest of your life. This "joint mouse" bothered Dad con-
stantly. Whenever the bone fragment would wedge into between the kneecap and
a knee bone, his leg would stiffen and . the joint swell.He had to keep it
bandaged to relieve the stresses on it and soak the knee in hot water hoping
the fragment would work free and permit him to use the leg again without
pain.

When his father died unexpectedly in 1906, Dad assumed the support of
his Mother and Sister until Etta married George Earl Eyre.Then he was free
to resume his education. He entered the Willamette University Law School in
1910 and graduated with his Bachelor's Degree in Law under Prof.Charles
McNary. Prof.McNary later became a Senator to Congress for Oregon and was
the Vice-Presidential Candidate in 1940 on the Republican Party slate with
Wendel Wilkie.

Dad retained his connection with the Capital National Bank during his
years at Willamette University. After his graduation,rather than becoming a
practicing lawyer,he decided to remain in the banking business. Dad used to
joke that when he graduated from law school, he had ten dollars in his bank
account, he had to make a decision to either spend the ten dollars to take
the Bar Examination or use it to get a marriage licence. He chose the latter.
Mother would sniff whenever he told this tale,but Dad was more fascinated
with the challenges of banking than those of the bar.
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On Jun.25,1913, Roy S.Melson married Hattie Etta Welch, a daughter of
Noah and Alverda Hare Welch. Mother was born Apr.30,1889 in Glasco,Kansas.
Her father was the Postmaster for Glasco. A year later, Grandfather resigned
his post and moved his family to Salem,Oregon. Mother grew up at their home
on Center Street Extended. She attended the Salem schools, graduating from
Salem High School in the Class of 1907.A classmate of hers was Etta Mae Mel-
son,Dad's sister.Mother attended the Capital Business College training as
a Secretary.She worked several years for the Spalding Logging Company in
Inde x)endence,Oregon, a small town fifteen miles up the Willamette River from
Salem.

Dad built a home at 675 Statesman Street for them,and the Capital Nation-
al Bank as a wedding present,raised his salary from $60 to $75 a month. Dad
was serving as an Alderman for the city when they were married. The home on
Statesman Street,which was north of Center St.and bordered Mill Creek,was a
typical type house for that period with a parlor, dining room and kitchen
along one side and three bedrooms on the other. Three of their children were
born there: Lewis Byron Melson, Mar.1,1914; Ruth Lucille Melson,Apr.20,1916,
and Evelyn Josephine Melson,Nov.30,1919.

World War I began the year I was born. The demand for more food to feed
Europe and the allied troops made farm prices soar. Uncle George Eyre became
interested in Canadian farmland and invested heavily in virgin prairie lands
near Lumsden,Saskatchewan,Canada. He moved his family there and convinced
Dad about the potential of the prairie farms,where the price of wheat soared
from $1.50 a bushel in 1914 to $3.50 a bushel in 1917.

The consequence was Dad laid aside his banking role and moved to Canada
to help raise wheat. He purchased a half a section in the early spring of
1918.This land had been partially broken and laid some sixteen miles from
the hamlet of Bethune on the shores of Buffalo Pond Lake. In May 1918,a month
later, Mother,Ruth and I joined Dad on the rolling prairies.

For two years,Dad broke sod,wrestled rocks, and worked feverishly to
create new lands for raising wheat. There was a primitive house on the farm,
a raw,unpainted two story box that shivered in the fierce blasts of the
bitter northerly winds that howled out of the Arctic. A huge coal burning
stove sat in the center of the tiny sitting room doing a yeoman's duty on
the winter nights when the raging gales buffeted the houses with temperatur-
es as low as -65F. We lived there two years before Dad decided with the end
of WWI that the prospects of continued prosperity in wheat were no longer
promising. His analysis was excellent. It took the buyer of the farm more
than ten years to pay off the purchase price.

With this decision made, we returned to Salem where Dad resumed his
banking career, as the Asst.Cashier for the Capital National Bank. We
resumed living in our home on N.Statesman Street and our sister,Evelyn
Josephine,joined us that autumn. Shortly after her arrival, Dad and Mother
decided they needed a larger house and purchased one that sat just south of
Hoyt Street on S.12th,just outside of the city limits. They moved in
1921,which was the same year,Dad joined Billy Evans in a partnership to buy
the Commercial Book Store. Dad resigned from the bank to devote his full
time to the book store,whose business grew with the onrushing years. Our
brother,David LeRoy Melson,joined the family Jan.14,1925.

Dad enjoyed the role of a businessman, he was methodical by nature, pre-
cise in his handwriting, and capable of visualizing series of numbers in his
mind doing the required mental arithmetic effortlessly. He had an outgoing
manner than wore well with the customers. Like all businessmen of that
era,he was a "joiner." He belonged to the local business and fraternal clubs
that helped his business and whose activities he personally enjoyed. He was
a member of Pacific Lodge AF&AM No.50 Masons,the BPOE,The Woodmen of the



World,the Kiwanis Club and the Cherrians. This last was the local service
and booster club for the promotion of Willamette Valley products. Cherries
were one of the famed crops grown around Salem then,hence the name
"Cherrians."

Soon after David's birth, Dad and Mother faced a serious decision about
what to do to end my repeated bouts with chronic bronchitis.This complaint
is easily controlled today,but during the 1920's,it was a serious illness
for young children. Doctors has advised them I would not recover unless I
was taken to another climate.Dad decided to join forces with a friend,Jimmie
Marr,in promoting the sale of a process for duplicating which they called
the "stencil." They formed the West Duplicating Company with offices in San
Francisco,CA..Dad sold his interests in the Commercial Book Store and we
moved to Palo Alto,CA.in the spring of 1925.

Dad drove to Palo Alto from Salem in his 1925 Buick sedan with myself as
an agog passenger. Today,this drive would be a simple one during a single
day. Not so in 1925,the roads were more primitive. Our first day's drive on
US99 took us as far as Ashland,OR.,the second crossing the Siskiyou Mts.and
down the Sacremento River Canyon found us at Red Bluff,CA. while we reached
Palo Alto at the end of the third day.

Although we had never been there before,we felt immediately at home, so
many of our Wilson cousins lived there. One of Dad's aunts, Matilda Melson
Wilson, and her three sons, Arthur,who was a printer; Herbert and Ernest.
Ernest was the founder and President of the Wilson Candy Co. and Herbert was
its Vice-President.

We settled in a comfortable house at 176 Middlefield Road,Palo Alto,CA.
Mother brought Ruth,Evelyn and David to Palo Alto by train. We began to
enjoy living on the San Francisco Peninsula with its mild climate. At first
the West Duplicating Company prospered. Then the larger business supply
companies decided the time had come to force the small upstart company out.
They began willful infringement upon the stencil patent and laughed when Dad
and Jimmy remonstrated. The West Duplicating Company did not have the finan-
cial resources needed to fight every infringement battle through the courts.
Recognizing the futility of any such attempt,Dad and Jimmy sold their
interests for a pittance. Dad decided to return to Salem as the time we'd
lived in Palo Alto had controlled the bronchial problem I'd faced.

Dad had no sooner returned to Salem,than Ernest Wilson asked him to
return to California and manage the Wilson Candy Company's restaurant in
Stockton,CA. Leaving Mother and the other children in Salem,Dad took me with
him and moved to Stockton where we lived for six months in the Edison Hotel.
Once the problems of managing the store had been solved, Dad and I returned
to Salem. Dad resumed his partnership with A.A.Gueffroy,who had previously
purchased Billy Evans share of the Commercial Book Store. Dad and A.A.opened
a new book store on State Street,the Atlas Book Store. It was successful
from the start. To help handle the sales,Dad invited Jessie Davidson, the
wife of his cousin,Leon Davidson, to clerk. Jessie enjoyed clerking and
remained with the store for more than thirty years before retiring.Her
place was taken by her daughter,Leone Davidson Osterman,who carried on this
tradition.

Dad had not forgotten his fascination with the banking business, in
1927,in a complicated transaction, he exchanged his book store holdings for
holdings in the American Fidelity Investment Company and began its Vice-Presi-
dent and Loan Officer under an old friend,Elmo White.

When we returned from Stockton,Dad rented a house on Mission and S.11th.
Sts. In another transaction, Dad acquired a 35 acre farm in the Keizer comm-
unity two miles north of the Salem City Limits at the intersection of the
N.River Road and Cherry Avenue. In the spring of 1928,we moved to this farm,



which became his home until his death. The farm had a number of addresses
during our life there, It started on a Rural Free Route, first Rural Route
Two,then RFD8 Box 48 plus several other box numbers from time to time,
eventually a permanent address was assigned, 4400 N.River Road. The farm was
planted mainly in Italian Prune trees when Dad purchased it. These trees had
been frozen during the bitter winter of 1919-20 and had never fully regained
their production. Dad decided to remove more than half of the trees and re-
place them with English Walnuts and Barcelona Filberts. That winter,Dad and
I planted more than 3000 trees.He had anticipated retiring when the trees
came into full production. As it took fifteen years for this to happen, the
annual income he received from the farm was cut in half by the removal of
the prune trees.

These plans never materialized, the 1929 recession badly hurt the Ameri-
can Fidelity Investment Company. Their borrowers couldn't repay their debts
and the company quietly succumbed,a victim of the general financial crisis
that had blanketed the nation.

Dad,for something to do,purchased the Peter Pan Restaurant,which occupied
the street corner of the Oregon Building at the Southwest corner of State
and High Sts. Although he worked day and night to make this successful,
again the depression hurt as business slowed. In 1932,Dad sold the restau-
rant and ran for County Commissioner for Marion County on the Republican
Ticket.He won this seat and occupied it for the next eight years. When he
retired from the Commissionership in 1940,he looked back with pride at the
more than two hundred miles of paved roads his efforts had achieved.

After leaving the county post, Dad embarked into a career as a lumber
and timber broker. Busy at first, brokering became less important as WW II
wore on,almost all materials were then either directed into the government
service or under ration. That was all right with him, he was ready for re-
tirement. By 1943, David, the last of his children had left home. With the
large farmhouse emptied,Dad and Mother could relax. He'd counted on the wal-
nut and filbert crops to begin to reach full production. Unfortunately, a
virus struck the walnuts and they never produced any quantity of nuts and a
filbert weevil decimated the filbert crop.

When WW II ended in 1945 and the family came straggling back to Salem,
Dad decided the fiction of waiting for the nut trees to provide him with an
income was too much to depend upon. Salem, also, has started leapfrogging
the quiet farmland surrounding Dad's farm indicating the only profitable
crop remaining for the farm was subdividing and selling its beautiful acres
for the building of homes. Dad made the decision with due deliberateness, he
and all of us disliked seeing the fertile land with its more than forty feet
of topsoil being subdivided,but there was no other alternative. Dad platted
the farm and started selling land at the rate of twelve lots a year. He took
pleasure in personally selecting the buyers, his skill in this became appar-
ent as the pleasing appearing houses were built. They stood out in sharp
contrast to the other subdivisions nearby.

Dad ) also,found by then,he was plagued with high blood pressure, and had
to ease up as much as possible. He and Mother undertook more travel than
usual. They spent Christmas with us in La Jolla,CA..in 1948. Dad enjoyed
seeing and being escorted through the huge aircraft carriers and other war-
ships at San Diego, where I was stationed. Four years later, they flew to
Boston and spent three weeks with us. He was fascinated with New England. It
thrilled him to see the historic sights of Lexington and Concord,but he had
a hard time reconciling himself to the harsh fact the "Boston Baked Beans"
could only be found in the city for which they were named in cans in the
grocery stores.En route home, he and Mother visited Washington,DC to see the
National Capitol.



Dad's blood pressure problems began to seriously affect him during the
late 1940's. He had to reduce his activities, he and Mother moved out of the
large house into the smaller former tenant's house. He became interested in
regaining contact with his eastern Oregon cousins. Years before,he had re-
ceived from Florence Cason Spurlock a copy of her grandmother's experiences
in the Whitman Massacre. He later located the address of his cousin,Ada
Cason Templeton. They had hoped to have arranged a meeting,but time and his
health intervened and they never met. The last trip,Dad made to his old home
of Heppner was in 1950. A few of his notes about this trip survive:

"Sept.27,1950 - Thurs. Arrived Heppner 5:00PM. Long,hard trip from Redmond.
Saw Mr.Roberts and Lew Matlock at Hotel Heppner. Learned that Mrs.Spurlock
(Florence Cason,dau.of Mary Marsh Cason) had died. Got information re:Nina
(Nina Garrigues Snyder), and several others. Was very tired,went to bed at
7:00PM.

Mrs.Bertha Dinges,Lexington.
Mrs.Ada Cason - Mrs.John Cason
Sadee Garrigues Riggs, two children, Pendleton.
See Frank Turner,Real Estate, across the street from the hotel.
William Ball, 72nd.and E.Powell.
Mrs.Charles Cason- Caroline Cason crowned Queen at Fossil Celebra-

tion.
Walter Cason's daughter,Mrs.John Vaughn,Olds & King,Dry Goods and

Bedding.
Jess Turner - Atty.
Pat Screitmeier- daughter of Ada Cason
J.L.Morrow, Portland,may know about our graves."

Dad never transcribed these notes into a more complete form. This set of
notes and the one letter he received from Ada Cason Templeton were the only
bits of written information he left about his family. Dad was in error about
Florence Cason Spurlock in his notes, she was Mary Marsh Cason's granddaughter
not daughter. Nevertheless,these notes did provide hints of information that
were used in expanding our knowledge of the Cason family. Using them and the
1880 Census for Heppner, it appears the children of Mary Marsh Cason were:
John,Isabella,James Franklin,Charles,Walter and Ada.(Ref.1).

Nina Garrigues Snyder and Sadee Garrigues Riggs might have been the widow
and step-daughter of Parker Garrigues,the son of S.Park and Josephine Melson
Garrigues. Parker was known to have maried a widow with a daughter. He died
in 1933 leaving no children of his own.

We do not know if he saw the Frank Turner,William Ball,Jess Turner and
J.L.Morrow he had listed in his notes. It is possible he hoped to find
through Mr.Morrow,where the graves of his sisters and brother were located.

Regrettfully Dad never returned again to Heppner. He had always enjoyed
this small town nestled in the folds of the Willow Creek valley. He had
returned to it time and time again during his youth and early manhood. In
1903,Heppner was devastated by a cloudburst that drove the slumbering stream
raging out of its banks. Dad hurried to Heppner to assist in the rescue
efforts. Dad never told us much about his childhood, especially about the
ugly war that raged through the rough frontier during the 1890's and the
1900's. This struggle was known as the Sheep and Cattle War and was fought
between two rival camps for the control of the grazing lands. Sheep grazed
the rich prairie bunch grass to the roots killing the grass and cattle re-
fused to eat on any range previously grazed by sheep. The cattlemen attempt-
ed to keep the sheep away from the ranges. The struggle between the two
groups was brutal with little mercy shown by either side. Frontier justice
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was equally as abrupt and one explanation for Dad's decision to study law
might have come from an incident that happened during his youth in his Mor-
row County days.

While I was growing up,if Dad ever went to Portland,Oregon, which was
only 40 miles from Salem,regardless as to whether we stayed one hour,one day
or any other period of time;he always stopped at the Portland Hotel,the best
in the city,and registered for a room.I always thought this was unnecessary
and hardly worth the effort as our home in Salem was less than one hour's
drive away.On one occasion as he began to register,I protested.Dad merely
smiled saying,"Why not,the Portland Hotel always has a room ready for me at
no cost." After we got to the room,he told me that one day in Heppner when he
was a young man,two men got into an argument and settled it with a gunfight
in the center of the main street.When the smoke had cleared,one of the fight-
ers was dead. Following local convention,a Coroner's Jury was immediately
convened,almost before the smoke from the shooting had dissipated.The victor
of the argument asked Dad to represent him as his advocate.Dad must have been
exceptionally eloquent as the jury,after a short consultation,found the sur-
vivor Not Guilty and freed him.If he'd been judged Guilty,he would have been
hanged from the nearest Cottonwood tree as soon as the rope could have been
strung.Many years later,the victor,Phil Metscham,became the owner of the
Portland Hotel.In rememberance for Dad's help that day in Heppner, Phil told
Dad there would always be a room kept for him at the hotel whenever Dad wanted
to use it.

Throughout his life,Dad had enjoyed music.He loved to bang out tunes on
the piano,and he sang in several glee clubs during his younger days.This
musical trait was shared with Mother and all their children except me. Dad
liked public service. He served as an Alderman for the City of Salem about
1905-6,as a Commissioner for Marion County,and a Member of the Keizer School
District besides being active in many local service clubs.

The day came when the problems associated with uncontrollable high blood
pressure got the better of him. He suffered a major brain hemorrhage May
20,1955. He lingered until July 25,1955,passing away just before we arrived
en route from Washington,DC to Kodiak,Alaska. Dad lies with his parents and
grandparents in the Melson Plot,Pioneer Cemetery,Salem,Oregon.

Mother,Hattie Etta Welch Melson,devoted her time after marriage to mana-
ging the household.She always remained close to her family.She was of medium
height,fair complected,with brown eyes and hair.She was disappointed none of
her children had this combination and offered a $5.00 reward for any grand-
child that had them. Chris,Lew's son,finally won her offer.

We enjoyed visiting her parent's home.Grandmother Welch kept a filled
jar of cookies for the eager grandchildren.Mother enjoyed her circle of
friends at the First Methodist Episcopal Church in Salem.Unlike Dad,who was a
rock-ribbed Republican,Mother was a fervent Democrat,following her father's
footsteps.For years she was the only registered Democrat in our precinct.This
helped as the Election Board had to have representatives of both parties,she
was reappointed year after year resolving what could have been a difficult
election board situation.

After Dad's death,Mother remained for awhile in their small house on the
farm. Later,through the efforts of her daughter Evelyn's husband,whose father
was a Mennonite Minister, she found a pleasant home in the well kept Dallas
Rest Home of the Mennonite Church. She was content to remain there until her
death May 24,1973.She now lies with Dad in the Pioneer Cemetery,Salem,Oregon.
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• 	 CHAPTER SIX

THE PRESENT GENERATION

The four children of Roy S.and Etta Welch Melson are:

Lewis Byron Melson,born 1 March 1914.
Ruth Lucille Melson,born 20 April 1916.
Evelyn Josephine Melson,born 30 November 1919.
David LeRoy Melson,born 12 January 1925.

Lewis,Ruth and Evelyn were born at their parents home,675 N.Statesman St.,
Salem,Oregon.David was born at their house at S.12th.and Hoyt Streets,
Salem,Oregon.

My first job after graduation from Salem High School in June 1932,was
as a Pilot Car Driver for the Oregon State Highway Department on a construc-
tion project for paving US101 between Florence and Newport,Oregon.When this
was completed,I enrolled at the Polytechnic School of Engineering,Oakland,Cali-
fornia,which I attended on and off for four years,interspersing the academics
with assignments with the Oregon State Highway Department.These varied widely.
In 1933,1 began as a Laborer with Oiling Crew #3,then transferred in June to• the Survey Crew of Gene Booth,at the Big Camas Ranger Station,twenty-five
north of Diamond Lake,OR.In 1934,1 was assigned at Timekeeper,Paving Crew
#6.The following year as Timekeeper,Paving Crew #5.Then back to Paving Crew
#6 in 1936 as a Street Foreman.In 1937,1 was sent to Oiling Crew #3 again,this
time as the Timekeeper.In July,I was transferred to being the Inspector for
highway construction between Coquille and Bandon,OR.

That fall,I transferred to Oregon State University(then College) to major
in Civil Engineering.My summer assignments from then on were with construc-
tion projects as Transitman,and later Chief of Party.I received my BS in
Civil Engineering in 1940 and my MS in Mechanical Engineering in 1941.

I had also received a commission as an Ensign,US Naval Reserve.Between
the time of my graduation and being called onto active duty with the U.S.Navy,
I was the Asst.Bridge Engineer for all bridges on the Wilson River Highway,
which crossed the Coast Range between Tillamook and Forest Grove,OR.

On 7 July 1941,1 reported to the Prof.of Naval Science,Georgia Institute
of Technology,Atlanta,Georgia for training as a Naval Engineer.When this
was completed,I was sent to the Charleston SC Navy Yard for six months as an
apprentice in ship construction.This assignment was a familiarization with
all aspects of ship construction and maintenance by working in every shop
and design office.It preceeded a year of theorectical instruction at the
Post Graduate School,U.S.Naval Academy,Annapolis,Maryland.During this rigor-
ous year,our group crammed into one school year the same courses as normally
given to Naval Engineers at MIT in Cambridge,MA for a MS after three years
less writing a thesis.We were designated as Naval Architects after complet-
ing the course.My orders were to return to the Charleston Navy Yard as a

411) Ship Superintendent for ships assigned for overhaul.Almost all my assign-ments during this tour of duty were to rebuild battle-damaged cruisers of
the US and British Navies.
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Lieutenant(junior grade)USNR Mary Katherine Melton and I were married
13 June 1944 at the Thomson,Georgia Methodist Church.Katherine was a daugh-
ter of Mr.Joseph Samuel Melton and his wife,Mary Sue McFarland Melton, of
Thomson,Georgia.Katherine was born in Henrietta,Rutherford County,North
Carolina,where her father was in the lumber business.In 1915,the Meltons
moved to Thomson,Georgia with her father continuing his career as a sur-
veyor and field foreman in lumber.Joseph and Mary Sue McFarland Melton had
four daughters:

Sarah Elizabeth Melton, born 1906,died 28 Feb.1907.
Johnnie-Sue Melton,born 27 Nov -.1912,died 10 Aug.1977
Mary Katherine Melton,born 27 Aug.1914
Margaret Eva Melton,born 8 Dec.1918

Katherine attended schools in Thomson and graduated from Thomson High
School in 1932.She attended several colleges and graduated from the Georgia
Southern University in 1940.She taught school in Warrenton,Swainsboro and
at Thomson before receiving her commission in the U.S.Naval Reserve in 1942.
She was ordered to Smith College for her indoctrination,Northampton,Massachu-
setts.Upon completion of that course,she was assigned to the Charleston Navy
Yard,Charleston,SC as a Communication Officer.

Both of us remained on active duty after our marriage at the Charleston
Navy Yard.Katherine resigned her commission in March 1945.Lewis Byron Melson
Junior was born at the Navy Yard Hospital,Charleston,South Carolina,10 April
1945.We were living in an attic one bedroom apartment at 176 Sans Souci St,
Charleston at this time.A bit more than a year later,my assignment to the
shipyard was ended.During that last year,I was the Hull Repair Officer and
the Drydocking Officer.Katherine and I had agreed we should remain with the
U.S.Navy,and I had applied for and received a commission as Lieut-Commnder,
U.S.Navy.After being detached from the Charleston Navy Yard,we spent three
months on leave with my parents in Salem,Oregon.I was then assigned to the
staff,Fleet Air West Coast as Ships Maintenance Officer.This command was
based at the Naval Air Station North Island,San Diego,CA.We found a house
at 5428 Beaumont Street,La Jolla,CA.

Our older daughter,Mary Sue Melson,was born at the NAS North Island
Naval Hospita1,26 July 1947(Ref.1).My tour with Fleet Air West Coast ended
in May 1949,and we were ordered to the Boston Reserve Fleet Group,Boston,MA.
where I was the Material Officer.This was a challenging assignment,during
the Korean War,my small staff of three returned to service four aircraft
carriers and a major logistics support ship.Margaret Katherine Melson,our
younger daughter was born 6 June 1950 at the Navy Hospital Chelsea,MA.

Promoted to Commander in Sept.1952,I was assigned to the Bureau of Ships,
Washington,DC.in the Naval Science Division.I later became the Director of
this Division with additional duty as Scientific Operations Officer,Joint
Task Force 7.3,PROJECT WIGWAM,an underwater nuclear test in the Pacific
Ocean.When this test was completed,we were ordered to Kodiak,Alaska as
the Industrial Manager,17th.Naval District.There I handled all ship repairs
and communications engineering.They were an interesting two year tour.After
our return to the states in July 1957,1 became a Group Repair Supt.,Norfolk
Naval Shipyard,Portsmouth,VA.Later,when promoted to CAPTAIN,1 July 1960,
I served at the Production Engineering Officer and the Quality Assurance
Officer.
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We left the Norfolk Naval Shipyard in July 1961 for Guam,where I became
the CO of the Ship Repair Facility.We were at Pearl Harbor for a week.I was
with the Naval Commands while Katherine and the family enjoyed Waikiki.We
enjoyed the tropical life on Guam with the exception of having to endure
six typhoons during our tour.One of these typhoons was IMEN,whose 208
mph winds devastated the island.My command was 98% destroyed and we had
to completly rebuild.Then back to Washington,DC,this time as the Director,
Naval Applications Division,Office of Naval Research and later as the
Assistant Chief of Naval Research for Research.My final tour as an active
duty officer with the U.S.Navy began in July 1967 as the Engineering
Officer,Military Sea Transportation Service,Pacific at Oakland,California.
I retired from active duty 31 August 1968 to accept the position of Vice-
President of a company to manufacture ocean construction equipment in Cin-
cinnati3Ohio.Unfortunately,a heart attack on 4 March 1969 convinced me to
retire,we settled in La Mesa,California for a year to recuperate.ratherine
previously had taught school in Anne Arundel County,MD.She was asked to re-
turn,so we did.

We had barely gotten settled again at Annapolis,when I was asked by the
Navy to return in a Civil Service position as a Scientific Consultant for
Naval Engineering assigned to the Navy Scientific and Technical Group,Europe.
This small office was located in Frankfurt am Main,Germany./ began that assign-
ment 30 April 1971.My assignments took me from Ttomso,Normay to Istanbul,Turkey,
and from the British Isles to Moscow,USSR.In July 1976,our office was combined
with another at Munich,Germany,becoming the Navy Liaison Onit,Munich.We re-
mained until my retirement.on 30 June 1969.Eatherine and r returned to live
in Annapolis.My last association with the Navy was as Associate Professor
for Naval Ship Engineering in 1982 at the U.S.Naval Academy.

Katherine was diagnosed in October 1994 with small cell lung cancer.
After a valiant fight against this diseaae,ahe died peacefully at our
home,21 May 1996 and is buried in the National Cemetery,Arlington,VA.

Our son,Lewis Byron Melson,Jr.graduated from Father DuenasHigh School,
Guam in 1963 and from the University of Oregon in 1969,Lewis Jr. married
Katherine Deane Craddock of Pacific Palisades,CA. there 2 Sept.1967.1athy
was also a student at the Univ.of Oregon,Her parents were Dr.Charles G.and
Mrs.,Hilah White Craddock of Pacific Pilisades,CA.Doctor Craddock was a
Professor of Haemotology,UCLA Medical Schoo,iLos Angeles,U.Kathy was born
8 Nov.1948.After graduating from the University of Oregon,Lew began a
career in photography and movie production in Eugene,OR.Christopher Lewis
Melson,their son,was born in Eugene.OR.25 Feb.1968.Kathy and Lew were di-
vorced 25 Oct.1969. Lew continued his movie and photographic work until his
death from a massive heart attack in Eugene,l5 April 1983.He is buried in
the Nelson Plot,Pioneer Cemetery,Salem,Oregon.

Kathy became ill shortly after .the divorce,Lew then assumed looking
after Chris and was responsible for raising him.To help him,we suggested
Chris be sent to us in Frankfurt.We kept him for a year,then again later
in Munich and Annapolis.He returned to liVe with Lew in 1982,but returned
to stay with us after Lew's death.Chris graduated from Broadneck High School
in 1986.In his senior year he was his school's Scholar-Athlete of the year.
Je played Defensive right end on the football team and defense in lacrosse.
He attended Pennsylvania State Univ.for a year,then transferred to the Un-
iversity of Virginia,from which he graduated in Economics in May 1990.At
the Univ.of Virginia,he was a member of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity.He is
now concerned with wholesaling and retailing of specialty sports clothing.
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Mary Sue Melson is the older daughter of Lewis B.and Katherine
M.Melson.Mary graduated from the Annapolis,MD.Senior High School in June
1964.She attended the University of Maryland,where she belonged to the
Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority.She married Roland Stanton Adkins, a fellow
student of the University of Maryland,on 8 August 1969 at the home of
Roland(Sandy)'s sister near Salisbury,MD.Sandy was the son of E.R.and
Elizabeth Adkins of Salisbury,MD.Sandy was born 28 July 1947 at Salisbury,
MD.After their marriage,Sandy and Mary lived in the Roland Park section of
Baltimore,MD,The had one son,Joshua Justin Adkins,born at Baltimore,MD.
7 Jun.1973.Sandy became a Training Instructor for the State of Maryland,
he was assigned to the Rosemead Hospital to work with disadvantaged children.
Mary worked the State Welfare Agency for years.Mary and Sandy were divorced
31 Jul 1977.0n 23 Nov.1977,she married Arthur Samuel London.Arthur was
born in Baltimore,17 Feb.1951.They live at 512 Charles Street Ave.,Towson,
MD.Arthur is associated with a brother,Perry London,in a brokerage business
in Baltimore.Arthur and Mary have two children:

Katherine Elizabeth London,born 11 Dec.1979,Baltimore,MD.
Stephen Lewis London,born 27 Jan.1984,Baltimore,MD.

Margaret(Peggy) Katherine Melson,the younger daughter of Lewis B.and
Katherine M.Melson,graduated from the Skyline High School,Oakland,California
in June 1968.She also attended the University of Maryland and was also a
member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority.She graduated from the Univ.of
MD. in June 1972.After her graduation,she worked for a year with the
USNEWS&WORLDREPORT Magazine as an editorial writer in Washington,DC.She
then spent a year with us in Frankfurt/Main,Germany.After she returned
to the United Sates,she married James Franklin Parsons,Jr.on 6 June
1976.Jim was a son of James Franklin Parsons and Elizabeth Elliott of
Mardela Springs,MD.James was born at Mardela Springs,MD. 14 June 1947.
For several years,James was the Manager of the Maryland Home for the
Handicapped,a Lutheran Church charity in Baltimore,Maryland.He also
attended the University of Baltimore,graduating with a BS in Business
Administration in 1984.In 1985,James accepted an appointment as the
State of Maryland Communicable Disease Officer for St.Marys,Calvert and
Charles Counties.Peggy trained to become a Nurse at the Maryland General
Hospital graduating with the highest scholastic honors in 1980.She
remained on the staff of the Maryland General Hospital for three years.
She then joined the Anne Arundel General Hospital at Annapolis,MD where
she remained for four years.She is now a Supervisor for the American Red
Cross in Anne Arundel County,MD.Peggy and Jim have two children,they
are:

Matthew Melson Parsons,born 19 Oct.1981,Annapolis,MD.
Elliott Elizabeth Parsons,born 6 Dec,1982,Annapolis,MD.

Jim and Peggy live at 1935 Reynolds Street,Crofton,MD.This is a residential
community on the western side of Anne Arundel County,MD.convenient to• 	 Annapolis,Baltimore and Washington,DC.
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Ruth Lucille Melson was the second child of Roy S.and Etta Welch Mel-
son.She graduated from Salem Senior High School in 1934,then attended
Oregon State College for two years.She was a member of the Sigma Kappa
Sorority while at Oregon State College.She worked for many years as a
Secretary with the Secretary of State's Office,State of Oregon at Salem,
Oregon.Later she transferred to the Office of the Governor of the State
of Oregon.On 6 April 1942,Ruth married Thomas Peyton Hill III.Tom was then
serving as a Private with the Wyoming National Guard,which had been called
onto active duty with the U.S.Army and stationed in Oregon.Tom was born
at Buffalo,Wyoming 22 Aug.1919,the son of Mr.and Mrs.Thomas Peyton Hill
II.His father was the Postmaster for Buffalo,Wyoming.His grandfather,Thomas
Peyton Hill I had been a rancher near Buffalo and was that state's first
Senator to the U.S.Congress when Wyoming became a state.Tom had been
attending the University of Wyoming when called onto active duty.Ruth and
Tom had met when his company was stationed at Salem,OR.Later,Tom was trans-
ferred to the 509th.Composite Squadron and assigned to the U.S.Army Air
Corps Wendover,Utah Base where he was an Armorer Sergeant.This was the
squadron that was ordered to drop the first atomic bombs over Japan.After
World War II ended and he was released from active duty,he returned to
Salem,Oregon and became the Deputy Purchasing Agent for the State of Ore-
gon.Tom died from bone cancer 6 Apr.1975.Tom and Ruth had two children:

Theresa Phyllis Hill,born 10 Jul.1944,Salem,Oregon.
Steven Melson Hill ,born 26 Jun.1947,Salem,Oregon

After Tom's death,Ruth worked for years as the Legal Secretary in the
County Clerk's Officer,Marion County,Oregon at Salem.On 2 Sep.1977,she
married Courtney Duncanson,born 4 Jul.1916 at Tonganoxie,Kansas in Salem,
Oregon.They lived at 608 Greenwood Drive NE,Keizer,Oregon.Ruth died 19
May 1992 of intestinal cancer.She is buried with Tom in the Hill PlotMillow
Grove Cemetery,Buffalo,WY.

Theresa Phyllis Hill graduated from North Salem High School in
1962.She married Larry Martin Weissbeck,2 June 1962,they had two
children:

Scott Martin Weissbeck,born 8 Jul,1964,Salem,Oregon.
Jill Ann Weissbeck,born 5 Jul 1965,Salem,Oregon

Phyllis and Larry were divorced at Boise,Idaho in 1971.She married
Harold Smith,20 Mar 1973.They had a daughter,Heidi Lynne Smith,born 20
Jun,1973,in Salem,Oregon,Phyllis and Harold were divorced 31 Aug 1990.

Steven Melson Hill graduated from N.Salem High School,Salem,OR in
1965.He enlisted in the U.S.Air Force,serving mainly as a Radar Operator
at stations in Alaska.After completing his enlistment,he married Marilyn
Jean Caouette of Arlington,MA.14 Feb.1970.Steven is a Power System
Technician with the New England Telephone Company.Their children are:

Steven Thomas Hill,born 6 Aug.1975,Arlington,MA.
Kelly Linnae Hill,born 29 Jul 1979,Arlington,MA.
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Evelyn Josephine Melson,the third child of Roy and Etta Melson,graduated
from Salem High School in 1938.She attended the Capital Business School and
worked as a secretary.She was active in sports,playing on the Lind-Pomeroy
National Championship Softball team.She was an avid horsewoman.She married
Ewald David Franz,24 May 1940,at the First M.E.Church,Salem,OR.Ewald(Ozz)
was born 19 Mar 1914 and grew up on his father's farm east of Salem.He
graduated from Salem High School in 1932,and from Willamette Univ.in 1936.
He served in the U.S.Army,stationed at Camp Roberts,Paso Robles,CA,Nov.1942
to Feb.1943.After the war,he joined the State Board of Parole and Probation,
retiring in 1977 as its Executive Assistant.He became a Consultant in Sociology.
Ewald died of cancer 19 Jul.1988.He was buried in the Melson Plot,Pioneer
Cemetery,Salem,Oregon.

Evelyn remains at their residence at 693 Linda Ave,Keizer,OR 97303.She
is active in community affairs including the DAR and has been the Salem
Chapter Regent.

Ewald and Evelyn had three children:

Stanley Martin Franz,born 3 Mar.1943,graduated from N.Salem High
School and attended Willamette Univ.He married Jana Lou Nix,born 14 Aug.
1947,on 15 Mar.1968.They lived at 1836 E.27th.,Albany,OR 97321.Stanley
worked with Jana's father in trucking.Stanley died suddenly 18,Aug.1990.
Jana is now the Operations Officer for a bank.Their son is Kyle Martin
Franz,born 20 Apr.1981.

Allan David Franz,their second child,was born 9 Jun.1944.He graduated
from N.Salem High School,served three years in the Air Force in Electronics
then attended the Univ.of Oregon and graduated from Western Oregon Univ.On
22 Apr.1972,he married Margaret Lewis,born 22 Jul.1947.Their daughter is
Katie-Marie Franz,born 6 Sep.1974.She attends Pacific Univ,Forest Grove,OR.
Margaret and Katie are accomplished horsewomen and participate in national
meets.Allan is the District Supervisor,Or.Social Services Dept,Salem,OR
They live at 464 63rd.St,Salem,OR.97301

Genese Louise Franz.their third child,was born 16 Dec.1951,'Salem,OR.
After graduation from McNary High School,she married Michael David Mullin,
born 25 Oct.1947,on 3 Jul.1971.Their children are Beth Ann Mullin,born 7
Jun.1973,and Jeffery Collin Melson Mullin,born 31 Mar,1976.They live at
Otter Rock,OR.P0 BOX 63,97369.Michael teaches Art at the Lincoln County
Junior High School,Genese is the Library Aide,Sam Case Elementary School,
Newport,OR.Beth attends the Univ.of Oregon.

David Leroy Melson,the fourth child of Roy ana Etta meison,was born 14 Jan
1925,Salem,OR.He graduated from North Salem High School in 1941 and attended
Willamette Univ.until entering the Army Air Corps in 1942.After his release
from the Air Corps in 1945,he returned to Willamette where he received a BS
in Education,then a MS in Education from Oregon State Univ.He taught school
at Coquille,OR.and the Fairview Home,Salem,OR.He then became a Parole Officer
for the State of Oregon at Grants Pass,OR.There,he married Dorothy Brickley,
18 Mar.1961,she was born 5 Apr 1948.He later joined the Calif.Parole System
in Los Angeles and then at Monterey.David and Dorothy were divorced in 1966.
David later joined the Parole System for New Mexico and was assigned to Albu-
qurque,Roswell and Santa Fe.He was the State Parole Officer for a year.He
married Mrs.Muriel Batho Nash in Roswel1,30 Oct 1971.They moved to Durango,
CO.where they live at 2401 Delwood Ave.David remains active in real estate.
Muriel helps her daughter,Heidi and her husband,Ed Murray with their children,
Heidi teaches elementary school in Durango.
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Sharon Lee Johnson,David and Eileen Smith's daughter, was born 12
July,1946 at Reno,Nev. She was raised by Douglas Lawrence Wacheshon and
Lee Fairall Johnson. Her first marriage was to Larry David Davis,May . -
1964 in Reno. He was born c 13 Feb,1944.Vine Grove,KY, died at Pyramid
Lake,NV,c1985. Their children were Douglas Lance Davis,born 2 Dec.1964
and Kevin Bruce Davis,born 9,1969.She later married Glen S.Boyle, 18
Apri1,1997. Glen is a Structural Engineer in Salt Lake City,UT. Sharon
the Computer Support Representative,Brigham University,Provo,UT. They
live in South Jordan,UT

David Leroy Melson died 18 Sep.2002 in Durango,C0 of Bladder Cancer.
He was cremated, his ashes sprinkled over his mining claim along the Flor-
ida River.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

OUR MELSON RELATED FAMILIES

John and Elizabeth Painter(Penter) arrived in Virginia during the 1664-
1670 period,both transported in that colony by John Renny,as described in
Chapter Two.Renny,whose name is also found spelled as Reny,Renney and Ren-
nie,made several voyages to England to recruit help for his American proper-
ties.In addition to his lands in Accomack County,VA.,he obtained lands in
Somerset County,MD.In 1671,he sailed with his wife,son,John Melson,Elizabeth
Painter,Henry Allen and Warren Day,and filed for Head Rights of 50 acres
each on six persons,transported into the colony(Ref.l).While they were in
Somerset County,MD,John and Elizabeth apparently completed their periods
of service to Renny.They published their banns,9 Jan.1671/2 in the Somerset
County Judicials,Liber #AZ folio 43.Their marriage was recorded in Somerset
County Liber IKL Births,Deaths and Marriages,1600-1720(Ref.2)."John Melson
and Elizabeth Painter were married by Mr.Robert Maddox,Clarke ye ffourth day
of Aprill Annoq Dominy one thousand six hundred seaventy & two."

Renny's claim for his grant of 300 acres was not filed,for some reason,
until 12 June 1672.This is the date found in Skordas's "Early Settlers of
Maryland(Ref.1).0ther references,though,have verified John and Elizabeth
Painter Melson were in America many years before the Skordas entry.Once
they had completed their obligated service as transportees to Renny,John
and Elizabeth returned to Accomack County,VA and established their perma-
nent residence.John Melson acquired land and these were reported in the
Tax Lists starting with those of 1675(see 11-2).His names is shown through
1687 spelled various ways.

John and Elizabeth Painter Melson had three sons;Samuel,born c1673,John
Jr.born c1675,and Joseph,born c1677.They grew up in Accomack County,VA.
Samuel left home when he was either twenty or twenty-one to settle on
the tract his father had purchased in the Nanticoke Hundred,Somerset
County,MD.This tract is shown in the Calvert Papers Rent Rolls 1639-1725
for Somerset County,Microfilm M393 #885 Rent Rolls 1663-1725."Nanticoke
Hundred,200 acres,Rent 0-4-0,'The Gore',surveyed Jan.6,1685 for John
Mellsom,possessor,by Robert Walton.

Samuel Melson's first wife was Margaret Taylor,born c1673,died after
1719.She was a daughter of James Sr.and Elizabeth Taylor of Guilford
Creek,Accomack County,VA.They most likely were married c1693.They had
five known children: Joseph Melson,Samuel Melson,Benjamin Melson,Ann
Melson and William Melson.

Samuel Melson acquired additional tracts of land in Nanticoke Hundred.
Two of these featured prominently for generations in his will and in
those of his descendents.After the agreement between the Calverts and
the Penns that established the WEST LINE and the MASON DIXON LINE,these
properties fell into Sussex County,Delaware.The first tract was PARTNERS
CHOICE,Purchased from William Robinson,250 acres,l3 July 1719(Ref.3).His
second tract was POPLAR RIDGE granted to him on a Common Warrant issued
10 Oct.1728,150 acres(Ref.4).After the death of his first wife,Samuel
remarried.His second wife was Isabel Long,born c1678 in Somerset County,MD.
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Samuel Melson's will was filed for probate 26 Feb.1739/40 with the

Somerset County,MD.Court.In this will be bequeathed:

v t	to wife	 Isabel

	

eldest son 	 Joseph, personal and POPLAR RIDGE

	

son 	 Benjamin Melson, land on Poplar Ridge

	

son 	 Samuel Melson,land called PARTNERS CHOICE

	

dau 	 Ann Melson,land on Poplar Ridge & personal

	

granddau 	 Esabel,dau of Benjamin Melson,50 shillings

WM FROWN
SUSANNA BROWN 	 signed on 23rd.day of June
1738
JOHN CARMICHAEL

SAMUEL MELSON"

Joseph Melson,the oldest son of Samuel and Margaret Taylor Melson was
born c1698.He was a planter like his father in the Nanticoke Hundred,Somerset
County,MD.His first wife was Ann Mary Ayres Onions,they were married c1720,
she was born c1700 and died before 1765.(Ref.65). Ann Ayres Melson was
mentioned in a deed.

"Ann Melson,Thomas Gibings,Tabitha Gibings,his wife sold to Thomas
Robins for 170 Pounds "THOMPSONS PURCHASE" in Worcester County and on
the Sea board side of the County between Blacke water Creek and Vineses•	 Creek,which said land was given Christopher Thomson of Accomack County,
Ann his wife for Life and after their decease to be divided equally Between
Colleny of Virginia by his Last Will and testament unto Admond Ayres and

Tabitha,the now wife of Thomas Gibings,Parties to this deed and Ann Mary
to wit: 240 acres it being Tabitha's part of the said land.
Signed Sealed and delivered
in the presence of us 	 her
JOHN PURNELL 	 ANN MELSON
DAVID JOHNSON 	 mark

THOMAS GIBINGS
TABITHA GIBINGS

Recorded Dec.23,1751
	

NEAHMIAH KING, Dpty.Cmsr.(Ref.31)"

This tract continued to be involved in Court actions.Worcester County
Land Records Liber D folio 462,31 Aug.1759 reported "John Onions,Planter,
sold to Joseph Melson for 10 Pounds 100 acres,land near Melson's house
and near a Shingle Landing adjoining Thomas Robins close to the mouth of
Herring Gut.All being part of "THOMPSONS PURCHASE" granted unto John
Onions by resurvey.

SS&D
	

JOHN ONIONS
JOHN DERICKSON
JOHN DAGSWORTHY
	

Recorded 9 NOv.1759"

Worcester County Land Records Liber D folio 463,31 Aug.1759
"John Onions sold to Abner Lamb,18 acres of "THOMPSONS PURCHASE"
SS&D 	 JOHN ONIONS
JOHN DERICKSON
JOHN DAGSWORTHY"
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Worcester Land Records Liber D folio 464,31 Aug.1759
"John Onions sold to Benjamin Derickson 21 acres of "THOMPSONS PURCHASE"

SS&D
	

JOHN ONIONS
JOHN DERICKSON
JOHN DAGSWORTHY
	

Recorded 9 Nov.1759"

Joseph Melson died c1747,he left no will.An Inventory of his estate(see
page 12-11) was filed with the Somerset County Court 23 Nov.1749.The value
of his estate was set at 14-19-2 3/4 Pounds.His tract POPLAR RIDGE went to
his brother,Benjamin Melson.The inventory listed as his nearest relatives
his brother,Samuel Melson,and his brother-in-law,Henry Graham(Ref.5).

Joseph Melson left four children:Ann Mary Melson,born c1723,married
c1737 to William Aydelott,born c1713,died c1775.Her second husband was
named Johnson,they were married c1776,her third husband was a Rickards.
Elizabeth Melson was the second child of Joseph and Ann Mary Melson,she
was born c1732,married c1750,Samuel Aydelotte,born c1717,died 1804.Sarah
Melson was the third child of Joseph and Ann Mary Melson,she was born
c1734,married c1751 to 	 Derickson,born c1730. Susannah Melson,the
fourth child,was born c1736 and married a Hopkins.

Ann Mary Melson and William Aydelott.He was a son of John and
Winifred Aydelott,born c1713,died c1775 in Somerset County,MD.Their
children were:

Esther Aydelott,married a Clark.
Mary Aydelott „born c1740,married Lazarus Maddox c1760,in Sussex

County,DE.
Susannah Aydelott,married a West.
Elizabeth Aydelott,married a Dagsworthy.
Dorothy Dagsworthy Aydelott,born c1746.

Elizabeth Melson,the second child of Joseph and Ann Mary Melson,born
c1732,married c1750,Samuel Aydelott,son of John and Winifred
Aydelott,born c1717,died 1804.They had four children:Ref.65)

Isaac Aydelott,born c1758,died after 1800.
James Aydelott
John Aydelott,born 1763,died 1836,married Milley Woodcraft,

later Mary Harney.
Aaron Aydelott,born 21 Jun 1770,died 2 May 1825,married Arcadah

Lockwood,daughter of William and Susanna Lockwood.
Benjamin Melson,the second son of Samuel and Margaret Taylor Melson,

was born c1704,died c1771 in Worcester County,MD.He was a planter.He married
Hannah(Hammer) 	 ,born c1732.Their children were:

Esabel Melson,died before 1775.
Joseph Melson
William Melson
Benjamin Melson
Robinson Nelson
Thomas Melson
Jesse Melson
Eby Melson
Hannah Melson

Benjamin Melson died p20 Jun 1771.In his will(Ref.6),he bequeathed to:
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	to son	 Jessy Melson,part of POPLAR RIDGE

	

son 	 Joseph Melson,part of POPLAR RIDGE

	

son 	 William Melson,part of POPLAR RIDGE

	

dau 	 Eby Johnson, one Shilling sterling

	

dau 	 Hannah Dolby,One Shilling sterling

	

wife 	 Hannow,all moveable estate and her third
Excrs: wife and son Joseph
Wit: 	 his
ROBERT HOPKINS 	 BENJAMIN MELSON
ROBT.HOPKINS 	 mark
ROBERT PARSONS
Probated June 20th.1771 ROBERT HOPKINS and ROBERT PARSONS subscribing
Witnesses

BENTON HARRIS,Dpty Cmsr.
of Worcester County

Sir this comes to Satisfie you that it is out of my powers to Administer
on my husbands estate so I have given the hole of it to my son Joseph
Melson to do this so this is given from my hand this 19 of May 1771.

her
HAMMER MELSON

mark"
Joseph Melson,the son and Executor of his father's estate,filed his

report two years later.He reported the value to be 55-12-31/2 Pounds,see
page 12-13 for the Inventory.The report was filed as (Ref.7) in the
Worcester County,MD records.

Esabel Melson,the oldest child of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,was
born c1724 and died before 1771 in Worcester County,MD.

Joseph Melson,the second child of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,was
born c1727,died p5 Dec.1809.He married c1746,Elizabeth Creighton.
a daughter of John and Elizabeth Creighton,she was appointed Administra-
rix of her father estate,27 April 1784(Ref.15).Joseph was aprominent

planter and miller,with his mills along Broad Creek in Sussex County,
DE.His wife had passed away before his will was drawn,22 Jul.1808,and
filed bequeathing various properties to his descendents. Abridged
it read(Ref.l6):

to 	 son 	 John 	 4 tracts "CRUELTY","SAFETY","MELSON'S FOLLY","
"SAVANNAH SWAMP", until 4 grandchildren:Daniel,
JohniWilliam and Benjamin are 21.

	

grandson Joseph 	 one-half of gristmill
dau Priscilla Pusey sawmill and land
dau Polly Rodney

3 grandsons John,George,Daniel Rodney
dau Lovey Harris

	

dau 	 Hannah Russel 	 50 acres
grandson Stephen Melson
grandson Joseph Pusey
nephew John. Melson of Jesse
	 	 Ann Byram 	 who lives with me

The Inventory and Account Settlement of his estate listed the following
heirs:



son
dau
dau
dau
dau
grandson
grandson
grandson
grandson
grandson
grandson
grandson
grandson
grandson
granddau
granddau
granddau
granddau
granddau
granddau
granddau
granddau
granddau
nephew
granddau

wife of Puah Pusey
wife of William Rodney

wife of Joseph Russell

dau of Puah Pusey
dau of Puah Pusey
dau of Puah Pusey
dau of Abraham Harris
dau of Abraham Harris
dau of Abraham Harris
dau of John Melson
dau of John Melson
dau of William Rodney
son of Jesse
dau of Hannah Russell
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dau 	 ex-Lovey Melson Harris

•

•

John Melson
Priscilla Pusey
Polly Rodney
Lovey Harris
Hannah Russell
Daniel Melson
John Melson
William Melson
Benjamin Melson
Joseph Melson
Puah Pusey
Joseph Sharp
Nathaniel Jones
Stephen Melson
Nelly Pusey
Betsy Pusey
Polly Pusey
Priscilla Harris
Betsy Harris
Kitty Harris
Holland Melson
Priscilla Melson
Polly Rodney
John Melson
Nancy Cannon
Ann Byram
Lovey Waples

John Melson,the only son of Joseph and Elizabeth Melson named in his
will,was born c1748,died 3 Jan.1822.He married c1780,Sarah Phillips,a
daughter of John Sr. and Sarah Brother Phillips of Dagsborough Hundred,
Sussex County,DE.He was a planter and millwright.His will was drawn 19
Dec.1820 and filed for probate in 1822.He willed:

son 	 Joseph Melson 	 land
wife 	 not named
son 	 John Melson 	 gristmill,k sawmill
son 	 Daniel Melson 	 "POPLAR RIDGE","MELSONS FOLLY"
grandson John,son of Daniel
son . William Melson 	 "JOHNSONS CHOICE" formerly of Josiah Johnson
son 	 Benjamin Melson 	 "THIRD CHOICE",where I formerly lived,

part of "GIBRALTAR"
son 	 Stephen Melson 	 part of "THIRD CHOICE" and "GIBRALTAR"
granddau Sally,dau of Stephen
dau 	 Hannah Betts 	 land
grandson John Truitt,son of John Truitt a negro
dau 	 Priscilla Hall
four children John,William,Benjamin and Holland(wife of John Truitt)
Excrs: sons 	 John and William (Ref.17).

Joseph Melson,the oldest son of John and Sarah Phillips Melson was
born 13 Mar 1787(Ref.18),died 30 Jul 1826(Ref.18).He was a farmer and married
Elizabeth Cannon,a daughter of James Cannon..He left no surviving children.
In his will,he bequeathed:
to wife 	 Betty and in her favor land in Broad Creek Hundred between Laurel

and Indian River until nephew Elisha Truitt is 21.
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brother 	 John rest of the grist mill
sister 	 Lotty Cannon

Nancy Matthews,wife of Wingate Matthews
wife 	 residue of estate
Excr. 	 Spencer Phillips(Ref.19)

Daniel Melson was the second son of John Sr.and Sarah Phillips Mel-
son.He was born c1790 in the Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE and
died 23 Mar 1830.He had been left two tracts of land by his father,"POP-
LAE RIDGE" and "MELSON'S FOLLY." This latter tract had been split into
two pieces by Joseph Melson in his will to the sons of John Sr.John
Sr.reassembled this tract by purchasing its portions from his sons.One
of the deeds resulting from this action as found in Delaware Records
reads "On 2 May 1816,Daniel Melson and Nellie,his wife,of Broad Creek
Hundred sold for $170 to John Melson Sr.,53k acres called "MELSON'S
FOLLY",devised to Daniel Melson and his brother,decd."Daniel Melson
married Eleanor(Nellie) Truitt,born c1795 in Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex
County,DE.Ref.14).They had six children:

Nancy Melson,born 1814,died after 1850,married George Mitchell,c1833.
He was born 1803 in Maryland,died after 1850.He was a farmer.Their children,
all born in Sussex County,DE.:

Elisha Mitchell,born 1834
Lavinia Mitchell,born 1836
Benjamin Mitchell,born 1839
Phebe Mitchell,born 1841
Charlotte Mitchell,born 1845
Mary Mitchell,born 1847

John Melson was the second child of Daniel and Nellie Melson.He was
born 20 Mar 1820,in Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.and died 30 Mar
1896 in Baltimore Hundred,Sussex County,DE.He was a farmer and married 3
May 1854,Elizabeth Jane Pusey,born 2 Feb.1834 in Sussex County,DE,died
14 Nov 1910 in Baltimore Hundred,Sussex County,DE.Their children were:

William N.Melson,born 1855,died 1945 in Ocean View,DE.He married
c1875,Emma Burton,born c1855 in Sussex County,DE.Their children were:

Asher Melson,born c1877,married 	  Davis.
Nettie Melson,born c1879,married c1899,Thomas Hickman.Their son
was Thomas Edwin Hickman Jr.

Miranda Melson,born c1881,married J.Lynch,c1900.
William N.Melson,born c1883,died before 1945,0cean View,DE.
Timothy E.Melson,born c1885,died 1942 in Ocean View,DE.He married

c1900 Effie V.Mitchell.
George Melson,son of John and Elizabeth Pusey Melson,born 18566,married

Ida M.Long,c1894.
Lavenia Elizabeth Melson,daughter of John and Elizabeth Melson,born 1858,

died 1941,married (1)c1878.Jesse Vickers,born c1855.Their children:
George Vickers,born c1880
Estella Vickers,born c1882
Ethel Vickers,born 1884
Eva Vickers,born c1886

Her second husband was Charles Hall,they married c1887,their children:
Linda Hall,born c1889
Myrtle Hall,born c1891
Bertha Hall,born c1893

Her third husband was Fred Dukes,born c1860,they were married c1900.
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Sally Melson,a daughter of John and Elizabeth Melson,was born c1860,
she married Washington Evans,c1879.

Anna Melson,a daughter of John and Elizabeth Melson,was born c1861,
in Sussex County,DE.She married c1880,Joshua Evans,he was born
c1860.Their daughter was Jennie Evans,born c1883.She married a Baird.

Ellen Melson,a daughter of John and Elizabeth Melson,was born c1862,
she married an Evans.

John Oscar Melson,a son of John and Elizabeth Melson,was born c1864,
he married 6 Jul 1890,Arabella Elizabeth Dukes,born 23 Jul.1868
in Sussex County,DE,died 24 Apr 1911 in Sussex County,DE.Their
children were:(Ref.13)
Henry Melson,born c1889,in Sussex County,DE.
Frank Melson,born c1891,in Sussex County,DE.
Oscar Melson,born c1893,in Sussex County,DE.
Elizabeth Melson,born c1895,in Sussex County,DE.
Linda Melson,born 12 Feb.1897,died 15 Jul.1909.

John Oscar Melson's second wife was Margaret Bunting,they married
c1913.Their children were:(Ref.13)
William Melson,born c1914 in Sussex County,DE.His wife's

name was Louise 	 .Their children were:
William Melson,born c1914.His three children are:

John Theodore Melson
Gail Melson
Kathy Melson

Kathryn Melson,born c1916,married Floyd Lodge Moore,
their children are:
Margaret Lillian Moore
Claudia Moore

Joseph Bunting Melson Sr,born c1918,married Claudia 	
Their son is Joseph Bunting Melson Jr. and his wife,Judy,
have two sons:

Brett Melson,born 1976
Jarrod Melson,born 1980.

Joseph B.Melson Jr is a Judge in Sussex County,DE(Ref.13)
Harvey J.Melson,a son of John and Elizabeth Melson,was born c1866,

died 1912 in Sussex County,DE.He married 15 Mar 1891,Allie Bertha
Brasure,born c1865,in Sussex County,DE(Ref.65).Their children:

Ethel May Melson,married a Long.
Anna Brasure Melson,born Mar 1894 in Roxana,DE.

Lyda Melson,a daughter of John and Elizabeth Melson,born 1870,
married c1888, Phillips Walls of Sussex County,DE.(Ref.14)

Alice Mae Melson,daughter of John and Elizabeth Melson,born 15
May 1877,married c1898,Walter Wise Phillips,born c1875.Their
children:

Emmons Blaine Phillips,born c1898,married Mae Townsend,c1940.
Walter Wise Phillips Jr.born c1900,married c1940,Jane Bechtel.
Margery Maxine Phillips,born c1905,died 1986,married E.Arthur

Simpler,l5 May 1937.They lived near Millsboro,Sussex County.DE.
Maxine was an ardent genealogist and provided most of the mater-
ial about the Samuel Melson line.

James Melson,son of Daniel and Nellie Melson,born 29 Sep.1821,died 24 Dec.
occupation farmer,married c1841,Elizabeth 	  c1841.She was born
c1820,died after 1860.Their children were(Ref.65)
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Hetty Melson,born 1842
Hiram Melson,born 1859

Rhoda Melson,daughter of Daniel and Nellie Melson,born c1825 in
Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.married c1845,Steve Evans.

Hannah Melson,daughter of Daniel and Nellie Melson,born 1827,
narried 23 Apr.1848,James Mitchell,born 1825(Ref.65),occupation
farmer.Their son was Lauder Mitchell,born 1848.

Elizabeth Melson,daughter of Daniel and Nellie Melson,born c1827,mar-
ried c1842,Burton Mitchell,occupation farmer,their children:
Hetty Mitchell,born 1842
John Mitchell,born 1843
Hiram Mitchell,born 1845(Ref.65)

Priscilla Melson,daughter of John Sr.and Sarah P.Melson,born c1792,
married 	  Hall.

Hannah Melson,daughter of John Sr.and Sarah P.Melson,born c1795,married
	  Betts,born c1795.Their son was John Betts,born in Broad Creek
Hundred,Sussex County, DE.

John Melson Jr.,son of John Sr.and Sarah P.Melson,born 1798,Broad Creek
Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.occupation farmer,married c1811,Levenia
Johnson, daughter of Thomas Johnson,Sussex County,DE.Children:

Josiah Hamilton Melson,born 21 Apr.1814,died 27 Jan.1884 at George-
town,DE.He was buried in the Melson Cemetery,4 miles east of Laurel
on the Laurel-Sycamore Road.(Ref.10).He was a farmer and married
10 Dec.1834,Sarah Nichols Phillips,born 14 Dec.1814,died 17 Jul.1882.
Their children were:

Eliza Melson,born 1838,married c1856,Jackson Simpler,born c1829,
died 1907 at Piney Neck,Dagsboro Hundred,Sussex County,DE.He
was a farmer.Their children were:

Arkatie Simpler,born 28 Oct 1858,died 7 Jan.1922 at Lewes,DE.
married 13 Dec.1876,Washington Hickman,born 8 Mar 1857,died
25 Mar 1930 at Lewes,DE.

Mary Elizabeth Simpler,born 1860,died 28 Nov.1949,Dagsboro,DE.
married William Salmons,c1877.

James Hamilton Melson,born 3 Aug.1840,died 9 Aug.1862.
Greensbury Melson,born 1856.

Sarah Nichols Phillips Melson and son,James Hamilton Melson,are also
buried in the Melson Cemetery with Josiah H.Melson.

Nathaniel T.Melson,a son of John Jr.and Levenia Melson,born 1822,died
after 1860,occupation farmer,married 18 Nov.1841,(1)Sarah J.Short,
born 1821.Ref.21)Their children:

Isaac Walter Melson,born 12 Feb.1844,died 7 Sep.1900 in Broad Creek
Hundred,Sussex County,DE.,married (1)29 Nov.1866 Sarah J.Wharton,
born c1845.Their children (Ref.22)

Sarah Love Melson,born 12 Jul 1869.Her first husband was James
Sanders,c1889.Her second husband was John T.Shiles.(Ref.23)

William Charlton Melson,born 1 Sep.1871,died 11 Mar 1939,mar-
ried 6 Jan.1897,Elizabeth Jane Strickler,born c1875 in Fair-
mount,West Virginia.Their children:

Edna Marie Melson,born 11 Nov 1901,died 13 Jan 1972,mar-
ried 27 Feb.1927,Carl Ivan Laraway,born c1900.Their
daughter is Alice Vernice Laraway,born 10 Mar 1928,mar-
ried c1952,Thomas S.Brinson.
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William Edward Melson,son of William C.and Elizabeth Melson,
born 11 Nov.1901,died 13 Jan 1972,married 30 Sep 1930,
Flora Theresa Gomer,born c1907.Their children:
Marilyn Jane Melson,born c1932
Helen Marie Melson,c1935

Jane Adams Melson,daughter of Wm.C.and Elizabeth Melson,
born 25 Sep 1912,married 23 Jun 1931,Edward T.Gomer,born
c1905,children:
Phyllis Jane Gomer,born c1933
Helen Marie Gomer,born c1935

Caroline Isabel Melson,daughter of Isaac W.and Sarah J.Melson,
born 14 Nov.1874 in Sussex County,DE.

Walter Howard Melson,son of Isaac W.and Sarah J.Melson,born 15 Apr
1877,married c1902,Mary Supiot,born c1880,children:(Ref.23)

Rudoloph Supiot Melson,born c1904,married c1925,Josephine
Norris,born c1905.Their daughter,Laura Jo Melson,born
1930 1married Al McQuistonj6 Jun 1956.(Ref.24)

Walter Francis Melson,born c1906.
Isaac Walter Melson's second wife was Sarah Sproul,they were married
c1879,she was born c1850 in Sussex County,DE,children:
Jane Taylor Melson,born 12 Jul 1880,Sussex County,DE.
James Edward Melson,born 31 Oct 1882,Sussex County,DE
Emma Sproul Melson,born 31 Oct 1882,Sussex County,DE.
Mary Elizabeth Melson,born 25 Dec 1885,Sussex County,DE

John Paint Melson,son of Nathaniel T.and $arahS.Melson,born 1846 in
Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.,died 1901,married c1867, -

Hettie Ann 	 ,born 20 Mar 1847,died 22 Oct 1920 in Broad Creek
Hundred,Sussex County,DE.Their daughter was Catherine C.Melson,
born c1869,married a Downs.

Sarah Elizabeth Melson,a daughter of John Jr and Levinia Melson,born
1823,Dagsboro Hundred, Sussex County,DE.

Joseph Walter Melson,son of John Jr and Levenia Melson,born 1826,married
6 Feb.1849,Sarah Jane Short,born 28 Nov.1829,died 9 Feb.1897.Their
daughter was Sarah Melson,born 1850 in Sussex County,DE.

Eleanor Melson,daughter of John Jr and Levenia Melson,born 1828,Sussex
County,DE(Ref.65).

Stephen Melson,a son of John Sr.and Sarah P.Melson,born c1800,died after
1822,the name of his wife is not known.Their children:

Sallie Melson,born in the Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.(Ref.65).
Stephen Melson,son of Stephen and ""  Melson,born 12 Apr.1825,died

18 Dec.1896 in Dagsboro Hundred,Sussex County,DE.Stephen and other
members of his family are buried in the St.George's ME Cemetery,
Clarksville,DE.(Ref.9).He married c1846,Nancy Timmons In Sussex
County,DE.She was born 30 May 1824,died 8 Jul.1903.Children:
James C.Melson,born 6 Mar.1848,died 1930,Baltimore Hundred,

Sussex County,DE.He married 14 Dec.1872 Mary E.Carey,born c1850,
died 1930.Children:

George B.Melson,born c1875,in Frankford,DE.
Eliza E.Melson,born c1878,in Frankford,DE.
Martha Melson,born c1880,in Frankford,DE,married a Murray.
Joseph Melson,born c1882,in Frankford,DE.
John Oscar Melson,born c1884 in Frankford,DE.
Hazel Melson,born c1886 in Frankford,DE.
Lulu M Melson born 7 Oct.1888,died 25 Mar 1904(Ref.9).
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Elias Melson,son of Stephen & Nancy Melson,born 14 Mar 1851,
died 26 Se,.1864,Ba1timore Hundred,Sussex County,DE.

George B.Melson,son of Stephen and Nancy Melson,born 9 Nov.1852,
died 1931,Baltimore Hundred,Sussex County,DE,married c1876,Sarah
E. 	 ,born 1862,died 1926,Baltimore Hundred,Sussex County,DE.
Their children:(Ref.65)
Ira Melson,
Mamie Melson,born c1880,Sussex County,DE
Charles R.Melson,born c1882,married c1900,Hannah 	
Clayton Melson,born c1883,Sussex County,DE
Lily M.B.Melson,born 1884,died 1890,Frankford,DE
Stella Melson,born c1886,married a Futch.
Viola Melson,born c1888,married George Carey,c1910.
Elva Kate Melson,born 29 Jun 1892,died 1894.

Edward B.Melson,son of Stephen and Nancy Melson,born 11 Aug.1854,
died 20 Aug 1939,Dagsboro Hundred,Sussex County,DE.,married
c1886,Lillie B.Wilsonborn 30 Nov 1865,died 28 Jul 1914 in
Frankford,DE.Children:
Lee V.Melson,born 21 Nov.1887,died 31 Jul 1888.
Roy Edmund Melson,born 13 Sep 1889,died 3 Oct 1964 Dagsboro

Hundred,Sussex County,DE.,married Bessie Calhoun,born 20
May 1894,died 28 Dec.1968 in Dagsboro Hundred,Sussex County,
DE,children:

Howard Edmond Melson,born 11 Oct 1918,married Jeanette
Elliott on 6 Jan 1945(Ref.65)

Marie Elizabeth Melson,born 25 Nov 1928,married c1946,
Allen Evans in Sussex County,DE.

"Unknown child" Melson,born 10 Apr 1858.
William T.Melson,born 22 Apr 1859,died 6 Jul 1937 in Baltimore
Hundred,Sussex County,DE,married c1885,Emma S. ,born 26
Mar 1867,died 18 Feb 1922.They are buried in the St.George ME
Cemetery,Clarksville,DE.Their children:
Viola Melson,born 4 Jan.1887,died 31 Jul 1888
Grace Melson,born 1897,died 1980,in Clarksville,DE,married

Edward Cress,born 1887,died 1971 in Frankford,DE.Children
Eldred Cress
Edwin Cress,born Jun 1929,died 1959,Stockley,DE.

011ie Melson,born c1860,Frankford,DE.
Lutheny Melson,born 4 Mar 1861,died Aug.1877.
Mary Catherine Melson,born 16 Aug.1864,died 5 Aug 1877 in Sussex

County,DE(Ref.65).
Daniel Melson,son of Stephen and " 7" Melson,born 1842,married c1863
Martha Bennett,born 1843 Sussex County,DE.Children:

John William Melson,born 10 Jan 1866,died 20 Apr 1938,Baltimore
Hundred,Sussex County,DE,married c1890,Sarah M.Turner,born 29
May 1871,died 1 Jun 1923 in Sussex County,DE.Children:

Elisha E.Melson,born 1889,died 1957 in Millville,DE,married
24 Feb.1912 Ella R.Daisey born 1896,died 1954 in Millville,
DE.Children:
Willie Victor Melson,born 1 Dec.1912,died 19 Feb.1913.
Alvin Edward Melson,born 24 Nov.1915.
Viola Maye Melson,born 24 Nov.1915.
Victor Thomas Melson,born 27 Feb 1920.



Harry Reginald Melson,son of Elisha E & Elll R.Melson,born 22
Feb. 1922,Millville,DE.

Wallace Ambrose Melson,son of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born
3 Mar 1923,Millville,DE.

Donald Daisey Melson,son of Elisha E,and Ella R.Melson,born 22
May 1924,in Millville,DE.

Richard Simon Melson,son of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born 31 Aug
1925,in Millville,DE.

Kendall Lindburgh Melson,son of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born
29 Nov 1926,in Millville,DE.

Esta Ellen Melson,dau of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born 26 Jan
1929,in Millville,DE.

Carlton Norman Melson,son of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born 16
Jun 1930,in Millville,DE.

Marguerette May Melson,dau of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born
12 Aug 1931,in Millville,DE.

Georgetta Ann Melson,dau of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born 22
Jul 1933,in Millville,DE.

Ernest Andrilla Melson,son of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born
22 Jul 1934,in Millville,DE,

Katherine Elizabeth Melson,dau of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,
born 13 Jun 1936,died 12 Feb 1974,married a Steele.

Rachel Josephine Melson,dau of Elisha E.and Ella R.Melson,born
30 Dec.1942,in Millville,De.

Norma Virginia Melson,dau of Elisha E and Ella R.Melson,born 4
Mar 1942.

Elizabeth K.Melson,dau of John W.and Sarah M.Melson,born c1894,
married George Bunting.

Dellia Maye Melson,dau of John Wm.and Sarah M.Melson,born c1899,
married John Mitchell,c1920.

Asher L.Melson,son of John Wm.and Sarah M.Melson,born 15 Nov.1899,
died 22 Oct.1900.buried in St.George's ME Cemetery,Clarksville,DE.

Edward James Melson,son of John Wm.and Sarah M.Melson,born 8 Oct
1902,in Sussex County,DE,married c1936 Nellie Maye Steel,born 7
Apr 1917,died 1969.Children:

Harvey G.Melson,born 27 Jun 1938,Sussex County,DE,married c1962
Ruth A. 	

Ward Melson,born c1940,Dagsboro,DE
Ralph Melson,born c1942,Dagsboro,DE
Michael Melson,born c1944,Dagsboro,DE.

Sarah Melson,daughter of Daniel and Martha Melson,born c1868,Sussex
County,DE,married c1886 James Kent,Sussex County,DE

Holland Melson,daughter of John Sr.and Sarah P.Melson,born c1802,in
Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE,married c1820 (1) John Truitt,
born c1800,died before 1838,children:

John Truitt Jr,born c1830,Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.
Elisha Truitt,born c1825,Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE

William Melson,son of John Sr.and Sarah P.Melson,born 1806,died 1
Jun 1831,occupation farmer,married 14 Sep 1826,Nancy Lecates.



Benjamin P.Melson,the ninth child of John and Sarah P.Melson,
was born 19 in Broad Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.and
died 25 1857,he was married 25 Oct 1826 (1)Maria Creigh,born
c1810,died before 1850.They had no children.His second wife
was Mary Ann Pepper born 20 Apr 1811,died 12 Jun 1870,on 29
1832,their children were:(Ref.20),

Sarah Ellen Melson,born 14 Oct 1 Apr 1871,married c1853
George Wesley Boyce,born c1830,their children:

Fannie Boyce,born
Dygen Boyce,born c1857.
George Boyce,born c1859(Ref.65)

Rhoda Carolina Melson,the second child of Benjamin and
Mary Ann Pepper Melson,born 29 Jul 1835,died 22 Oct
1862.

Ann Mariah Melson,the third child of Benj.P.and Mary Ann
Melson,born 5 Mar 1837,died 15 1871,married Robert L.
Rodney.

Mary White Melson,the fourth child of Benj.P.and Mary Ann
Melson,born 1 Mar 1840,died 5 Jul 1869.

David Pepper Melson,the fifth child of Benj.P.and Mary
Ann Melson,born 4 Aug.1842,died Jun 1882,buried at
Georgetown,DE.

George Mifflin Melson,the sixth child of Benj.P.and
Mary 15 Sep.1844,died 2 May 1862.

Benjamin Green Melson,the seventh child of Benj.P.and
Mary Ann Melson,born 23 May 1847,died 1 Mar 1909,
married 1 Dec.1874,Fernettie Mitchell,born 17 Sep
1846,died 15 May 1917,their children:
Annie May Melson,the first child of Benj.Green and

Fernettie Melson,born 4 Oct 1878,died 7 Sep 1934,
married 13 May 1917,Littleton Bowie Guthrie,born
c1875,their daughter:

Florence Elva Guthrie,born 2 Mar 1920,married
3 Mar 1953,Norman Gtime,born 4 Mar_1920.

Harvey Benjamin Melson,the second child of Benj.G.
and Fernettie Melson,born 21 Nov.1886,married
Sep.1954,Lillian Jarman.

John Eli Melson,the eighth child of Benj P.and
Mary Ann Melson,born 12 died 14 Mar 65(Ref,65).

William Melson,the second child of Joseph and Elizabeth Creighton Mel-
son,was born c1749.He married Jean Aidyelotte(Aydelett) 2 Feb,1770
at the Presbyterian Church.Lewes,DE.Their families are traced be-
ginning Page 9-1.(186).

Priscilla Melson,the third child of Joseph and Elizabeth Creighton Mel-
son,born c1750,married c1772,Puah Pusey,Sr.in Broad Creek Hundred,
Sussex County,DE.Puah was born c1748,died 11 Dec.1821,Broad Creek
Hundred,DE.Their children were:•
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Joseph Pusey,born c1782
Puah Pusey Jr,born c1784
Nellie Pusey,born c1786
Elizabeth Pusey,born c1788
Polly Pusey,born c1790 ef.65

Polly Melson,a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth C.Melson,born c1762
in Sussex County,DE,married c1780 (1) William Sharp,born c1760,
died c1790 in Sussex County,DF.Children:

John Sharp,born c1784.
Lovey Sharp,born c1786.
Nancy Sharp,born c1788.
Elizabeth Sharp,born c1789.

Polly's second husband was William Rodney,born c1760,they were
married c1791,children:

Polly Rodney,born c1793.
John Rodney,born c1795.
George Rodney
Daniel Rodney (Ref.65)

Hannah Melson,a daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth C.Melson,was born
c1764 in Sussex County,DE,her first husband was 	  Cannon.
Their daughter was Nancy Cannon.Her second husband was Joseph
Russell,they were married c1790.(Ref.17)

Lovey Melson,daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth C.Melson,born c1768,
married c1790 (1)Abraham Harris Jr,son of Abraham Harris Sr and
Director Derickson,born c1765,died 1808 in Sussex County,DE(Ref.65)
Their children were:

Joseph Harris,born c1792.
Priscilla Harris,born c1794.
Elizabeth Harris,born c1796,died after 1860,married c1822,Peter

Torbert,son of John Torbert and Tabitha Pepper.He was born
16 Oct 1790.Their children (Ref.65):

Joseph Herbert Torbert,born c1826 in Sussex County,DE,died
11 Oct 1882 in Kansas.His wife was Elizabeth 	

Charles Polk Torbert,born Apr.1827 in Georgetown,DE,died
25 Aug 1902 in DeWitt County,IL,married 28 Mar 1849,Su-
sannah Fair Fenner in Union County,OH.She was born 15
Nov 1830 in Liverpool,OH,died 22 Mar 1883 in DeWitt
County,OH.Their son was William Peter Torbert(Ref.65).

Emaline Torbert,born c1831.
Mary Torbert,born c1832,married c1850,Jeremiah Woods.
Jane Torbert,born c1838.
Elizabeth Priscilla Torbert,born c1840,in Madison,Champaign

County,IL,married c1858,Samuel Myers.
Katherine Harris,daughter of Lovey Melson and Abraham Harris Jr,
born in Sussex County,DE.(Ref.65).

Lovey Melson's second husband was Peter Waples Sr,they were married
c1809,he was born c1770 in Sussex Countv.DF(Rpf.65).

William Melson,son of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,was born c1725 in the Nanti-
coke Hundred,Somerset County,MD.His wife probably was Nancy Short, daughter
of George Short(199).They had three children:

Benjamin Melson,born c1751,Sussex County,DE.His wife was Isabell
Robinson Melson, born c1755,wife's name not known.Their son was James

Melson,born c 1797,married 4 Oct.1820,Sussana Poulson, daughter
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of Molly Po:ilson in Accomack County,VA.Robinson's second wife
was Susanna Bunting,they_were married 30 Jul 1810 in Accomack
County,VA.She was born c1790.(Ref.65).

Hannah Melson,born c1760 in Sussex County,DE married Levin
Bradley,6 Jul 1804(Ref.65).

Benjamin Melson,son of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,born in Somerset
County,MD,died before 1771.(Ref.65).

Robinson Melson,son of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,born in Somerset
County,died before 1771.

Eby Melson,daughter of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,born after 1724,died
after 1771,married c1774,Bartholomew Johnson,Somerset County,DE.

Hannah Melson,daughter of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,born c1724
in Somerset County,DE,married c1745,Peter Dolby (Dolbee) Sr.,
born c1725,children(Ref.13):

Peter Dolby Jr,born c1745.
Benjamin Dolby,born c1750,died after 1800,married c1772.
Betsy Dolby,born c1752.The records hint she married a Melson.
Sarah Dolby,born c1754.
Selah Dolby,born c1756.
Tabitha Dolby,born c1758.

Thomas Melson,son of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,one son,Thomas
Melson,born c1745,died 29 Mar 1787,married c1764,Eunice Huf-
fington,daughter of John Huffington,born c1745 in Somerset County,
MD,died before 1810,children:(Ref.65)

Sarah Melson,born c1765.Rewastico District,Somerset County,MD.
Joseph Melson,born c1767 in Rewastico District,Somerset County,

MD.
Mary Melson,born c1770,Rewastico District,Somerset County,MD

One deed (Ref.26) on file concerns Thomas Melson. "Oct 6,1757,Thomas Melson
to John Huffington "PARTNERS CHOICE" formerly owned by Samuel Melson,grand-
father of Thomas Melson." The see of land by Thomas Melson was fir 80 acres
of the original 250 acre patent. Another portion of "PARTNERS CHOICE" was sold
by Joseph Melson,Jul.2,1774,A third sale of 80 acres to Benjamin Venables,
with the remainder of the tract,less 10 acres previoualk sold to John Hust.
Joseph's wife agreed to this sale of dower land(Ref.27).The 130 acres sold
by Thomas Melson had been from the 1/3 of the land Samuel Melson had willed
to his wife(Ref.28).

Jesae Melson,son of Benjamin and Hannah Melson,born c1755,died af-
ter 1810,Dagsboro Hundred,Sussex County,DE.He was a farmer.The
name of his wife is unknown,their son was John Melson.

John Melson was born 1787,died after 1850 in the Eleventh Sub-
div,Sussex County,DE.,married c1815,Mary Truitt,daughter of
Josiah and Lavenia Phillips Truitt,born c1795,children:Ref.8),
William Saulsbury Melson,born 23 Sep 1816,died 16 Dec 1896,at

Laurel,DE.He was a farmer in the Dagsboro Hundred,Sussex
County,DE.He married 9 Aug 1842,Elizabeth C.Short,a daugh-
ter of John and Levania Short.Their children were:
Philip Henry Melson,born 21 Aug 1844,died 27 Feb 1882,

married Minnie Juniette Cave 3 Jan 1875(Ref.10).•
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John Short Melson,son of William S.and Elizabeth C.
Melson,born 11 Feb.1846,died 14 Nov 1896,married
14 Feb 1871,Sarah E.Holloway,born 3 Aug 1847,died 23
Oct 1924,their daughter was Mary Levenia Melson,born
17 Feb.1872 in Sussex County,DE.

William Sharp Melson Jr,son of William S.and Elizabeth
C Melson,born 20 Sep 1848,died 11 Mar 1887,(Ref.10),
married Martha Beebe.

Julia Ann Melson,daughter of Wm.S.and Elizabeth C.Melson,
born 13 Jan 1852,died 4 Jul 1851,Dagsboro Hundred,Sus-
sex County,DE.

Mary Lavena Melson,daughter of Wm.S.and Elizabeth C.Mel-
son,born 26 Jun 1852,died 19 Apr 1862.

Sarah Elizabeth Melson,daughter of Wm.S.and Elizabeth C.
Melson,born 13 Apr 1855,married 12 Apr 1875,John McGinnis

Alfred Burton Melson,son of Wm.S.and Elizabeth C.Melson,
born 4 Sep,1857,died 1940,married 13 Jan 1885,Laura Webb,
born c1858,Sussex County,DE,children:

Charles Melson,born c1880.
William Melson.born c1882.
Phillip Melson,born c1885,died 1918,Sussex County,DE.
married c1905,Cora T. 	 ,Lewes,DE.born c1886,

Clayton Henry Melson,born 1910,died 1972,married
c1930,Mary Page,Lewes,DE.,born c1910.They had eight
children,six sons and two daughters.These included:
(Ref.9)
Charles Henry Melson Jr,born 1931,1ives in Bryn
Mawr,PA.Married twice,three sons with first
wife,one son,Drew,born c1973,with second wife.
(Ref.9).

Alvan Douglas Melson.
Page Melson.
Scott Melson.

Charles T.Melson Sr.,son of Phillip and Cora Melson,
born c1912,died 1973,Lewes,DE,married c1933,Edith
Pierce,born c1913,died,1980,Lewes,DE.Children:

Charles T.Melson Jr.
Edith Pierce Melson,born c1937,married c1958,Dan-

iel Thomas,Sussex County,DE.
Evra Laura Melson,born- c1938,married 	 Smith.

George Anderson Melson,son of Wm.S.and Elizabeth C.Mel-
son,born 1 Nov 1860,died 10 Dec 1939.He was associated
with the Pennsylvania Railroad in Sussex County,DE.Mar-
ried 23 Jul 1885,Mary Elizabeth Dutton,Milton,DE.She
was born c1865 in Milton,DE,died after 1939,Georgetown,
DE. Children:
Ralph Melson,born c1887,died 1919,Georgetown,DE.
George Anderson Melson Jr.,born c1890,died 19 Jun 1973,

Delmar,DE,married c1915,Violet M. 	 ,children:
George William Melson,c1925,Delmar,De,married c1945,

Nadine Bradley,Sussex County,DE,children:
Carol Ann Melson,born c1947,married c1969,

Charles Easton,Sussex County,DE.
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• 	 Patricia Melson,daughter of G.A.Jr.and Mary D.Melson,born
c1949,married a Clark.

Deborah Kaye Melson,daughter of G.A.Jr.and Mary D.Melson,
born c1951,in Sussex County,DE.

Gove Saulsbury Melson,son of Wm.S.and Elizabeth C.Melson,
born 1 May 1863,died 15 Jul 1946,married 25 Sep 1895,
Maggie M.Cromis.(Ref.10)

Josiah H.Melson,born 10 Aug 1869,died 11 Aug 1869.
Elenor Melson,daughter of John and Mary Truitt Melson,born

1828,in Sussex County,DE.(Ref.65),
Sarah Melson,daughter of John and Mary Truitt Melson,born

1831,Sussex County,DE.(Ref.65),
Jane Melson,daughter of John and Mary T.Melson,born 1833,

Sussex County,DE.(Ref.65)
Mary Ann Melson,daughter of Samuel and Margaret Taylor Melson,born

c1705,died c1775,Somerset County,MD,married (1) John Paramore,son
of John Parramore Sr.,born c1705,Somerset County,MD.,died c1750.
Their son was Jehu Paramore,born c1740,in Somerset County,MD.Her
second husband,married c1752 was Henry Graham.

William Melson,son of Samuel and Margaret Taylor Melson,born c1710,died
1764,married c1735,Nanny Wharton,daughter of Daniel and Frances
Wharton,born c1715 in Somerset County,MD,died after 1787,children:

Wharton Melson,born c1736,Buckingham Hundred,Worcester County,MD.
Hannah Melson,born c1738,Buckingham Hundred,Worcester County,MD,

died after 1790,married c1767,Asa Coe,son of Daniel Coe and Lydia
Hudson,born c1748,died c1787.children:(Ref.65)

Ansley Coe,born c1762,married c1780,Thomas Collins,Worcester
County,MD.

Suffiah Coe,born c1780,Buckingham Hundred,Worcester County,MD.
Elizabeth Coe,born c1766,Buckingham Hundred,Worcester County,MD.
William Coe,born c1776,Buckingham Hundred,Worcester County,MD.

Elizabeth Melson,born c1739,died after 1788,Buckingham Hundred,
Worcester County,MD.

Luke Coe,born c1742,died 1783.
William Melson apparently left no will.An Inventory of his estate was

filed "An Inventory of all and Singular the Goods and Chattels Rights
and Credits of William Melson late of Worcester County Deceased taken by
the subscribers Sworn Appraisers and Appraised in Current Money of
Maryland this 27th Day of December Anno Domini 1764 as followeth Viz:

A True and perfect Inventory take by us
Principal Creditors 	 Nearest Kin 	 Appraisers
JOSEPH MELSON 	 WILLIAM ADYOLOTT 	 DANIEL CORD
WILLIAM PURKINS 	 SAMUEL ADYOLOTT 	 A.SHOWLES

March 8th 1764 came Nanny Melson and made Oath on the Holy Evangels of
Almighty God that the foregoing Inventory is a just and perfect
Inventory of All and Singular the Goods Chattels and Credits of William
Melson late of Worcester County deceased so far as come into her hands
or possession at the time of this making hereof and that she knows of no
concealment or any part or parcel thereof by any person whatsoever but
that she will acquaint the Commissary General for the time being or his
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Deputy with such concealement or the cause or suspicion that it may be
Inquired into and that she give a Just and true acct of all and every of
the deceased personal Estate that hereafter come into her hands or
possession into the best of her knowledge.

Sworn before
BENTON HARRIS,Dpty Cmsr

of Worcester County(Ref 24)

One year later,Nanny as Adminstrator for her husband's estate filed two
reports,which differed slightly between themselves:
MHR WORCESTER COUNTY INVENTORY LIBER 83 FOLIO 70-71-72

"The account of Nanny Melson Administrator for William Melson late of
Worcester County deceased.Children are Wharton,Hannah,Betty and Luke --
24/3/0 Nanny as widow --- 12/1/6.
Account submitted Mar 29,1765

BENTON HARRIS,Dpty Cmsr.
of Worcester County"

MHR WORCESTER COUNTY FINAL BALANCE BOOK LIBER 4 FOLIO 88,29 March 1765
"Nanny Melson Administrator of William Melson ---50/3/10.Sureties:JOHN
EVANS JUN,JOHN EVANS SEN."

On 15 May 1788,Elizabeth(Betty)Melson purchased from her sister,Hannah
Melson Coe,three tracts of land 'RETIREMENT.""HICKMAN'S VENTURE,"and "GOOD
INTENT,"50 acres for 50 Pounds.Richard Hickman had sold the first two
tracts to William Melson,their father."GOOD INTENT"had been purchased

•
by William Melson,Jul.4,1757.Hannah claimed one half of this tract by
the death of their brother,Luke Melson.Wharton Melson was not mentioned
and must be presumed to have died earlier(Ref.25).

John Melson II was the second son of John I and Elizabeth Painter
Melson,he was born in Accomack County,VA.c1676,died 1737,Accomack County,
Va.He married Mary Smith,the daughter of Joshua and Margaret Smith,born
c1695 in Accomack County,VA,died p28 Feb 1742.Their children were:(Ref.44),
John Melson III,born c1696 in Accomack County,VA,died 1758,Accomack

County,VA.He married Tabitha Onions,a daughter of Thomas and
Tabitha Ayres Onions,c1728.Tabitha was born c1705,died p 27 May
1783,Accomack County,VA.

Edmund Melson, born c1730 in Accomack County,VA,died after 1787,Accomack
County,VA.

Shadrack Melson,born c1732,in Accomack County,VA.,died c1797,Acco-
mack County,VA.

Elizabeth Melson,born c1734,Accomack County,VA.,died after 1771,Acco-
mack County,VA.

Ayres Melson,born c1736 in Accomack County,VA,died before 1771,Acco-
mack County,VA.

John III was the oldest child of john II and Mary Smith Melson,he re-
ceived from Thomas and Tabitha Ayres a tract of 60 acres devised to Tabi-
tha by her grandfather Edmund Ayres which was sold to Jacob Dunston in
1731(Ref.45).John III died intestate,his estate was administered by Robert
Tarnall,who filed his final report 28 Nov 1758(Ref.46).His lands were award-

• ed to his son,Solomon Melson.
Solomon Melson,the oldest son of John III and Tabitha Melson,born

c1726,died p31 May 1774,married c1729,died 1774 in Accomack County,VA.
He married Elizabeth Hickman,daughter of Christian Hickman,c1745,she was
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born c1729,Accomack County,VA,died after 1768,children:
Joyce Melson,born c1750,died after 1799,married c1799,Solomon Russell.
Daniel Melson,born c1753 in Accomack County,died after 1800,married(1)

Amey Drummond 24 Dec.1785,she was born c1760,Accomack County,VA,died
after 1790,their daughter was Betsy Melson,born c1787,Accomack County,
VA,died c1812,married 27 Aug 1806,George H.Ewell,born c1785,one son;

George P.Ewell,born c1809,Accomack County,VA,died 15 Jan.1859 in
Parksley,Accomack County,VA.,married Elizabeth Wessels,1829,in
Parksley,VA(Ref.60).

Daniel Melson's second wife was Tabitha Ayres,daughter of Jacob and Ann
Ayres,2 Jul 1794,she was born c1760,died 1804.His third wife was Molly ?.

Ann Melson was the third child of Solomon and Elizabeth Hickman Melson,
she was born c1767,married c1799,James Rooks(Ref.60).

Euphany Melson,a daughter of Solomon and Elizabeth Hickman Melson,born
c1770,died after 1799,married c1799,Phillip Miles(Ref.60).

Isaac Melson,a son of Solomon and Elizabeth Hickman Melson,born c1755,
married Ann 	 (Ref.60),in his will drawn 5 Jun 1784,proved
1 Jun 1785,he willed to his wife,not named,his lands during her
widowhood so she could raise their four youngest children.He named
as heirs:Levin,Nancy,Betty,Caty and Polly.The witnesses to this
will included a Pegg Melson and an Anne Melson(Ref.49).A later pet-
tition(Ref.50) listed Isaac's wife as a Rachel.
Levin Melson was the oldest son of Isaac Melson,he married Nanny
	  and died p29 Jan 1795.Betty Melson died as an infant,Caty
and Polly Melson died in 1788 without issue,two daughtersnot named
in their father's will,were Peggy Melson,married a Wyatt,and Su-
sannah Melson,married a Smith(Ref.48).

Elizabeth Melson,the second child of John II and Mary Smith Melson,born
c1698,Accomack County,VA,died 1739,Accomack County,VA,married c1716,
John Lewis III,son of John Lewis II and Elizabeth Rodolphus,children:

John Lewis IV,born c1718,married ???,children:(Ref.60)
John Lewis V
Daniel Lewis

Catherine Lewis,born c1720,died 1758,married c1738,Henry Grinalds,
Accomack County,VA.

Elizabeth Lewis,born c1722,married c1740,Arthur Barnes,Accomack County,
Abigail Lewis,born c1724,married c1744,Milby Russell,Accomack County,VA.

Mary Melson,daughter of John II and Mary Smith Melson,born c1699,married
c1725,Robert Elliott,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

Daniel Melson I, see Chapter Three for his line.
Frances Melson,born c1701,Accomack County,VA.
Adra(Adah) Melson,born 1703,died Jun 1783,married c1725,Joseph Gunter,

born c1703,married c1725,Joseph Gunter.their children were:
Joseph Gunter Jr,born c1734,in Tract A90,Accomack County,VA,He

had two sons,Joseph and Benjamin and a daughter,Sarah.(Ref.57).
Edward Gunter,born c1736,Tract A90,Accomack County,VA.,died 1793,
married ????,their son was Labin Gunterbornc1758,died c1824.

In her will,filed 30 Jul 1783,Adra bequeathed:
to Grandson 	 Joseph Gunter,under 21

Benjamin Gunter
Granddau 	 Sarah Gunter
Sister 	 Abigail Melson
Nieces 	 Mary and Frances Melson
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Joshua Melson,a son of John II and Mary Smith Melson,was born c1707,
in Accomack County,VA.,died c1745,married Mary 	 ,c1730(Ref.60).

Tabitha Melson,daughter of John II and Mary Smith Melson,born c1709,
married James Cary(Ref.60).

Smith Melson Sr,son of John II and Mary Smith Melson,born c1715,died
p27 Jun 1796,married c1740,Betty 	 ,born c1720,died p27 Feb
1805 in Accomack County,VA.Smith Melson Sr,like his father,was a
planter in Accomack County,VA.In his will,he bequeathed(Ref.59),

"To wife Betty whole estate during her widowhood and at her
death or marriage to my son Smith Melson 100 acres where I now live adja-
cent to the lands of Sophia Drummond,Daniel Melson and Levin White and
Thomas Bayly.And the remaining part of my land adjacent to the above I
leave to my son Jonathan Melson during his natural life,reversion to my
grandson,Smith Melson,son of Jonathan.Four daughters,Abigail Prewit,Frances
Melson,Mary Lewis,and Tabitha Middleton,residual legatees.Wife and son
Smith Melson.Excrs.Witt:William Drummond,Edmund Only,Nancy Lewis."

Smith Melson Jr,the oldest son of Smith Sr and Betty Melson,was born
c1741,died 1815,in Accomack County,VA,married (1) c1767 Scarborough
Drummond,born c1742,died before 1782,their children:

Solomon Melson,born c1770,died after 1792,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60)
Betsey Melson,born c1774,died after 1792,married George Nelson,8 Nov

1798,Accomack County,VA.
Smith Melson Jr married again c1784 (2)Sarah Bonewell Russell,born

c1745,died c1803,daughter of Joachim Michael and Margaret Bonewell.
Children:
Lorenzo S.Melson,born c1785 in Accomack County,VA.,married 23

Dec.1826 Polly Bell,daughter of Edward Bell.They were divorced
13 Mar 1830 in Accomack County,VA.(Ref.60)

Scarborough Melson,born c1794,in Accomack County,Va.,married
29 Feb 1812,Accomack County.VA to Thomas Turnall(Ref.60).

Smith Melson Jr married again 4 Feb.1804,Esther Rodgers Bell,daughter
of Robert and Martha Rodgers,in Northhampton County,VA.(Ref.60).

Abigail Melson,daughter of Smith Sr and Betty Melson,born c1744,Acco-
mack County,VA.,died after 1796,married c1765 (1) William Pruitt,son
of Benjamin Pruitt and Rachel Russell,Accomack County,VA,born c1740,
died 1795 4 children:

John Pruitt,born c1765,died 1804,married c1790,Molly Parker(Ref.60).
Catherine Pruitt,born c1767,married 1784,John Holston.(Ref.60).
Benjamin Pruitt
Margaret Pruitt,born c1771,married c1790, 	 Wessells,Accomack

County,VA(Ref.60).
Nancy Pruitt,born c1773,Accomack County,VA.(Ref.60).
William Pruitt Jr.,born c1775,Accomack County,VA.(Ref.60).
Rachel Pruitt,born c1777,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).
Agnes Pruitt,born c1779,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).
Betty Smith Pruitt,born c1783,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

Abigail's second husband,married c1797,Smith Turner born c1740 in
Accomack County,VA.

Frances Melson,daughter of Smith Sr.and Betty Melson,born c1746,asso-
ciated with an unknown man,her son was Joseph Melson,born c1785,in
Accomack County,VA.,died after 1810,in Accomack County,VA,married
6 Jan 1809,Nancy Colony(Ref.60).Frances married Stephen Taylor,27 May
1800,he was born c1745(Ref.60).



Jonathan Melson,son of Smith Sr.and Betty Melson,born c1748,died
c1809,in Accomack Ccunty,VA,married c1765 (1) Leah 	 ,children
Jonathan Melson Jr,born c1767,died after 1790 in Worcester County,
MD.He married and was shown with 5 children in the 1790 Census
for Worcester County,MD.

Both Jonathan Sr.and Jonathan Melson Jr.left Accomack County,VA for Worcester
County.MD sometime before 1790.Jonathan Melson SR did not remain in Worcester
County,MD too long.Worcester County Land Records Liber 0 Folio 90,for 10 Feb.
1794,records-
Jonathan Melson of Worcester County,Maryland sells to Smith Melson of Acco-
mack County,Virginia for 180-12-9 pounds,household goods,implements and furn-
ture: to wit:

3 horse
4 feather beds and furniture
150 bu corn
900 pounds hog meat
1 loom
all my sellor
all the flax with plate and Earthen wares
1 last
2 plows
2 harrows
all house and kitchen furniture

SS&D
his 	 his

ELI TARR 	 JONATHAN NELSON
• mark mark

JOHN HOLLAND

Recorded 10 Feb 1794 	 JAMES B.MORRIS,CLk.

Jonathan Melson Jr.remained in Worcester County,MD until his death.
Smith Melson,son of Jonathan Melson,Sr,born 20 Nov 1796,died 31 Jan

1854,Hunting Creek,Accomack County,VA,married 1 Feb 1816,Anna R.Wil-
lett,daughter of William Willett Sr and Gertrude Taylor,Hunting
Creek,Accomack County,VA,born 1 Nov 1798,died 5 Oct 1872,in Accomack
County,VA.Their daughter was Mary Ann Melson,born 27 Aug,1834,died
4 Mar 1908,she is buried in the Marino Cemetery,Acc'mack County,VA,along
with her mother,Annie R.Willett Melson,see page 7-28(Ref.62).Smith
Melson is buried in the Willett Burial Ground,Accomack County,VA(Ref.62)
see page 7-28.

Leah Melson,daughter of Jonathan and Leah Melson,born c1799,died
after 1833,married 6 Nov 1833,James Coloney.(Ref.60).
Polly Melson,married a Lewis.

Smith Melson Jr's second wife was Seymour 	 ,they married 11 Jun
1803,Accomack County,VA „she died after 1813.(Ref.60).

Mary Melson,daughter of Smith SR and Betty Melson,born c1750,died
after 1796,married c1772,M.Lewis,born c1745,their daughter was Elizabeth
Lewis,born c1775,Accomack County,VA.

Tabitha Melson,daughter of Smith Sr.and Betty Melson,born c1752,died
after 1796, married c1773, 	  Middleton,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

William Melson,son of Smith Sr.and Betty Melson,born c1754,died 1782,
married Adah 	 ,c1773,Accomack County,VA.

•
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Joseph Melson,born c1677.died c1740,was the third son of John I and
Elizabeth Painter Melson.He was born in the Hunting Creek section of
Accomack County,VA.and lived there all his life.He was a planter,and
married c1701,Elizabeth Middleton,the daughter of George Middleton and
Bridget MackWilliams of the Hunting Creek region,Accomack County,VA.
Bridget's parents were Finla and Mary MackWilliams.

Finla MackWilliams was born in Britain about c1620,died pNov.16,1687
(Ref.69).He emigrated to Virginia during the 1660's,in 1673,he patented
a tract of 400 acres in A102 of the Hunting Creek area.His wife was Mary
	 .They had eight children,of which Bridget was the seventh.She
was born c1656,died c1686.She and George Middleton were married c1673.
Their daughter,Elizabeth,was born c1680.Joseph and Elizabeth Middleton
Melson had two children:(Ref.70).

Middleton Melson,born c1704,died after 1744.
Joseph Middleton Melson,born c1708,died 1751.

George Middleton,the husband of Bridget MackWilliams,arrived in Accomack
County,Virginia as a Transported Servant along with William Willett in
1671.They were transported by CAPT.Richard Hill(Ref.69).In 1671,George
Middleton and William Willett went into partnership and purchased 400
acres of land in A101 from Teague and Nollo Anderson on Hunting Creek,
on which they built a grist mill.In 1699,George bought 188 acres from
the John and Abigail Ayres part of A98,which he later gave to his
daughter and her husband,Joseph Melson.In the deed for this gift,he
stipulated the land was to go to their oldest son,see Chapter Two for
more details.Middleton Melson later sold this tract to his brother
Joseph Middleton Melson.

Joseph Middleton Melson in his will drawn 10 Apr 1747,partly proved
28 May 1751,further proved 28 Feb.1754,bequeathed:

to son George Melson my Manner plantation.Whole estate real and
personal to wife Ann Melson during her widowhood and then to be divided
among my sons Edmond,Isaac,Middleton,Joseph,William,George and John
Melson and Elizabeth Bains and Arcadia Bull,my sons and daughters.Wife
Ann and son Isaac Executors:Witt: Stephen Fitzgerald,William
Reid(Ref.71).

Joseph Middleton Melson's first wife was Elizabeth 	 ,born
c1710,died c1750.Their children were:(Ref.60)
George Melson,born c1730,died c1781,married an unknown woman.

Their son was Caleb Melson „born c1765,died by 1800,married
2 May 1789,Tabitha West,daughter of Benjamin and Elizabeth
West,born c1765.Their children:

Thomas Melson,born c1787,Accomack County,VA.
Elizabeth Melson,born c1789,Accomack County,VA.
Nancy Melson,born c1791,Accomack County,VA.
Tabitha Melson,born c1793,Accomack County,VA.

Isaac Melson,born c1731,died 1785,Accomack County,Va,married
c1754.Rachel Wyatt.born c1732.Their children:
Levin Melson,born c1756,died p29 Jun 1795,Accomack County,VA.
married c1776,Nanny Milliner,born c1756,died c1831,daughter
of James and Nancy Milliner,their children:
Noah Wyatt Milliner Melson,born c1777,died c1823,married

20 Mar 1806,Martha Lumber,daughter of William and Pa-
tience Lumber,Accomack County,VA.,their children



7-21

William Henry Melson,born c1807,died 4 May 1887 in North-
hampton County,VA,buried at Occohannock,VA(Ref.60),mar-
ried,c1827,(1) Mary Handy,born cl8o7,died c1830,remarried
(2) Bridget Bull,born c1810,daughter of Southy Bul1,23
Dec 1834,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).Their son was

Samuel Melson,born 1838,died 7 Mar 1857,Accomack County,VA.
remarried (3) c1840,Margaret Poulson,bornc1815,died 1 Jan
1889,Exmore Station,Northampton County,VA,buried at Onancock
VA, their children:

Lewis Melson,born 1845,Northampton County,VA.
Elizabeth Margaret Melson,born20 Nov 1848,in Northhamp-

ton County,VA,died 12 Feb 1919,in Accomack County,VA.
She married 15 Dec 1869,Edward Oswald Gladson,born 13
Jan 1844,died 16 Oct 1932,son of William James Gladson
and Ann Teakle,of Northampton County,VA.Their children:
William James Gladson,born 1870,died 1937.
Lewis S.Gladson,born 1872,died 1954,Northampton County.
Edward Milton Gladson,born 27 Dec 1875,died 3 Mar

1961,Northhampton County,VA.
Annie T.Gladson,born c1876,Northampton County,VA.
Franklin T.Gladson,born 23 Jun 1879,died 30 Dec,

1900,Northampton County,VA.
Mae Theresa Melson,born c1883,Northampton County,VA.
Benard Tankard Melson,born 15 Jun 1885,died 18 Aug,

1886,Northampton County,VA.
William Isma Melson,son of Samuel and Margaret Melson,

born 25 Dec.1851,died 1 Nov 1920,Northampton County,VA
married 1880 (1) Lois Eugenia Drummond,born 9 Dec 1862,
died 9 Jul 1885,Northampton County,VA,children:

Andrew Broadus Melson,born 1882,died 1942,Nassawadex
VA,he was in the grocery business,married 1907 Mary
Etta Hanley,born 1889,died 1978 in Northampton County,

VA,children:
Andrew Broadus Melson Jr,born 1909.
Mary Etta Melson,born c1911.
Dorothy Melson,born c1913.
Jack Melson,born c1915.

Margaret Melson,born 22 Apr 1884,Northampton County,
VA,died 14 Oct 1972 in Baltimore,MD,married c1903,
Werten Baker Bonniwell,at Keller,Accomack County,

VA,born 28 Oct 1881,died 12 Oct 1941,Keller,VA.
Children:

Lewis Bonniwell,born c1905,Keller,VA,died
Mar 1898 ,Baltimore,Md.

Nelson Bonniwell.
Charles Bonniwell,born c1911,Keller,VA,died

Feb.1973,Pottersville,PA.
William Isma Melson's second wife was Maggie Sarah Miles,daughter

of John William Miles and Julia Ann Hopkins,on 8 Feb.1893,Nort-
hampton County,VA,she was born 3 Nov 1878,Accomack County,VA
their children:

Pearl Lee Melson,born 26 Mar 1894,Johnson,Northampton County,
VA,died 17 Apr 1894,same county.
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Alice Lee Melson,daughter of Wm.I.Melson and Maggie Miles,
born 14 May 1896,Bridgetown,Northampton County,VA,died
27 Sep 1981,Nassawadox,VA,married 30 Dec 1913,William James
Mason,born 24 May 1884,died 17 Nov 1946,Belle Haven,Accomack
County,VA.Children:(Ref.65)
Margaret Charlette Mason,born 29 Jun 1915,married 20 Sep

1934,Vernon Carson Bull,Painter,VA,he was born c1913,
died 3 Jan 1987,Nassawadox,VA.

William James Mason Jr,born 14 Nov 1919,Davis Wharf,Acco-
mack County,VA.,married 10 Jun 1939,Alice Marie Camp-
bell,Princess Ann,MD.

John Lee (Jack) Mason,born 29 Aug 1923,Davis Wharf,Accomack
County,VA,married 25 Mar 1944,Marian Adah Clark,Norfolk,
VA,born 1 Apr,1921,Cambridge,MA.

Lynwood Lewis Melson,son of Wm.I.Melson and Maggie Miles,born 9 Jul
1904,Bridgetown,Northampton County,VA,died 20 Aug 1981,Chesapeake,
VA,married 10 Jan 1926 (1) Ethel Lingo,Northampton County,VA,born
c1905,died 15 Oct 1934,Quinby,VA,children:
Myrtle Ethel Melson,born 18 Jul 1927,Moleys Wharf,VA,married

13 Aug 1939,Wesley Thomas Ward„Craddocksville,VA,born 8
Jan 1925,children:
Dixie Lee Ward
Diane Melson Ward
Deborah Lynn Ward
Wesley Thomas Ward Jr.

Fannie Mae Melson,born 22 Jul 1930,Wardtown,VA,married 27 Sep
1951,James Cabell Irving Jr,Portsmouth,VA,born 2 Dec 1919,
Newport News,VA,died 23 Mar 1983,Nassawadox,VA.Children:

James Cabell Irving III,born 12 Dec 1952,Portsmouth,VA.
Michael Lewis Irving,born 5 Apr 1955,Portsmouth,VA.

Lynwood L.Melson's second wife was Lella Elizabeth Kellam,
daughter of John and Helen Kellam,Pocomoke City,MD,born 24
Aug 1918 on 29 Aug 1936,their son is

William Lewis Melson,born 28 Apr 1937,Nassawadox,VA,mar-
ried 5 Sep 1967,Anita A.Gautier,Elizabeth City,NC,born
16 Dec 1936,Winston Salem,NC,children:

Susan Patricia Melson,born 29 Mar 1958,Portsmoth,VA.
Suzanne Helene Melson,born 26 Aug 1962,Winston Salem,NC.

Walter Edward Melson Sr,son of Wm.I.Melson and Maggie Miles,born 20 Dec
1916,Bridgetown,VA.,died 21 Dec 1985,married 29 Aug 1936,Margaret
Elizabeth Drummond,daughter of William Lee Drummond and Sallie
Lavenia Parker,born 21 Nov 1917,Craddocksville,VA,children:(Ref.65)

Walter Edward Melson Jr,born 10 Mar 1939 Craddocksville,VA,mar-
ried 28 Aug 1960 Maggie Joyce King,daughter of Herman William
King and Flossie Mae Jackson,born 29 Jul 1938,Faison,NC,children:

Michael Edward Melson,born 29 Jun 1961,Charlottesville,VA,
married 21 May 1988,Autumn Rose Long,Park•gtey,VA.(Ref.65)

Kevin Brant Melson,born 21 Jan 1944,West Palm Beach,FL.(Ref.65).
Cassey Melson,daughter of Noah Wyatt Milliner Melson,born c1809,Acco-
mack County,VA,married 30 May 1825,Thomas Pettit,Accomack County,VA.

Samuel Melson born c1813,Accomack County,VA.
James Thomas Melson,born c1820,Accomack County,VA,died after 1887,
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James Milliner Melson,son of Levin and Nanny Milliner Melson,born
c1780,died after 1832 in Accomack County,VA,married 28 Dec 1829,
Scarborough Snead,born c1790,died after 1832,Accomack County,VA

children:(Ref.60)
John Melson,born c1831,Accomack County,VA,married 29 Dec 1859,
Susan Bunting.

Nancy Melson,born c1833,married 1858,Thomas Ayres,Accomack
County,VA.

Amey Melson,daughter of Levin and Nanny Melson,born c1783,died be-
fore 1830,married James White,born c1780,Accomack County,VA.
Their daughter was Nancy White,born c1819,Accomack County,VA.

Rachel Melson,daughter of Levin and Nanny Melson,born c1786,died
before 1831,Accomack County,VA.

Bridget Melson,daughter of Levin and Nanny Melson,married a Lewis.
Nancy Melson,daughter of Isaac and Rachel Wyatt Melson,born c1759,in

Accomack County,VA,died 1813,Accomack County,VA.,married an unknown
man,children:(Ref.60)

Jane Melson,born c1798,Accomack County,VA.
Anna Melson,born c1800,she had three husbands,James East,c1818,

Thomas Gray,19 Feb.1846,and 	 Russe,Accomack County,VA.
Elizabeth Melson,daughter of Isaac and Rachel Wyatt Melson,born c1764,

died c1788,Accomack County,VA.
Mary Melson,daughter of Isaac and Rachel Wyatt Melson,born c1771,died

c1788,Accomack County,VA.
Peggy Melson,daughter of Isaac and Rachel Wyatt Melson,born c1773,mar-
ried a Wyatt,Accomack County,VA.

Susannah Melson,daughter of Isaac and Rachel Wyatt Melson,born c1775,
married a Smith,Accomack County,VA.

Caleb Melson,son of George Melson,grandson of Joseph Middleton Melson,
born c1765,died 26 Feb 1798(Ref.78),married 2 May 1789,Tabitha West,
daughter of Benjamin and Eliza West,Tabitha was mentioned in her
mother's will proved 27 Feb 1797(Ref.80)The executors of Eliza West's
will were Parker West,possibly a son,and Babel Melson.This Babel
Melson has not been identified.

Arcadia Melson,daughter of Joseph Middleton and Elizabeth Middleton Melson,
born c1731,Accomack County,VA,married c1749,Tobias Bull Jr,son of Tobias
Sr.and Frances Bull,Accomack County,VA.,born 1725,died 1761,children:
John Bull,born c1750,died 1788,Accomack County,VA.,married Bridget
	 (Ref.60).

Daniel Bull,born c1752,Accomack County,VA.
Elizabeth Melson,daughter of Joseph M.and Elizabeth M.Melson,born c1732,

died c1757,Accomack County,VA.married Arthur Barns,son of John and
Esther Barns,born c1720,died 1757their son was John Barns.(Ref.60).

Edmund Melson,son of Joseph M.and Elizabeth M.Melson,born c1733,died
1766,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

William Middleton Melson,son of Joseph M.and Elizabeth M.Melson,born
b1735,died p27 Nov 1781,Accomack County,VA,married c1755,Susanna Pratt,
daughter of Baly and Ann Pratt(Ref.74),born c1736,children:

Bridget Melson,born c1758,married Southey Satchell,Accomack County,
VA,Accomack County,VA.

Esther Melson,born c1760,Accomack County,VA.
Sarah Melson,born c1762,Accomack County,VA.
Shady Melson,born c1763,Accomack County,VA.
George Melson,born 1764,Accomack County,VA.

• 



Joseph Melson,son of Joseph Middleton Melson and Elizabeth Middleton,
born c1738,died c1775,Accomack County,VA,married c1758,Elizabeth

children:
David Melson,born c1759,died c1799,Accomack County,VA,married (1),

1791,Nancy Fitzgerald,born c1765,died 1814,Accomack County,VA.
children:

Susanna Melson,born c1792,married 10 Nov 1813,George West,
son of John West,Accomack County,VA.

Hessy Melson,born 1794,married(?),Nathaniel Stockley,one
child,'first name unknown' Stockley,born 1816.
Married Jacob Carmine,22 Dec 1824,Accomack County,VA. He
was born 1803,Accomack County,VA.

Anne Melson,born c1797,died 15 Jul 1871,Accomack County,VA,
married 20 Dec 1842,Stephen Hopkins,Worcester County,MD.

Jane Melson,born 2 Oct 1799,died 15 Mar 1836,Accomack County,VA,
married 15 Dec 1819,Stephen Hopkins,born 17 Dec 1792,died
17 Aug 1870,buried at Onancock,VA,children:(Ref.60)
Margaret Ann Hopkins,born 6 Apr 1822,died 5 Jun 1903,0nan-

cock,VA,married 28 Dec 1837,Accomack County,VA,Nehe-
miah Fitzgerald,born c1815,died 1863,Hampton,VA,children:

Nehemiah Fitzgerald,born c1838,died in California.
Martha Fitzgerald,born c1840,married 1858,Thomas Chandler.
Margaret Jane Fitzgerald,born 29 Oct 1843,Hampton.VA,

died 2 May 1902,0nancock,VA.,married 2 Nov 1869,
George W.Johnson,born 11 Aug 1847,0nanocock,VA,died
17 Dec 1882,0nancock,VA.

Hezekiah Fitzgerald,born 1845,died 1910,Accomack County,
VA,married c1868,Annie Lewis,Accomack County,VA.

Jane Fitzgerald,born c1846,married a David.
Rose Fitzgerald,born c1848,Accomack County,VA.
Susan Fitzgerald,born c1850,Accomack County,VA.
Sarah Fitzgerald,born c1852,Accomack County,VA.
Charlie Fitzgerald,born c1854,Accomack County,VA.
Thomas J.Fitzgerald,born 1857,died 1936,Accomack

County,VA,married 1881,Cornelia Lewis.
William Henry Allen Hopkins,son of Anne Melson and Stephen

Hopkins,born 12 Aug 1824,died 15 May 1884,0nancock,VA,
married c1851 (1) Keturah Evans,born 1833,died 11 Feb 1866,
children:(Ref.60)

Susan Hopkins,born c1852,0nancock,VA,married a James.
Edward W.Hopkins,born 14 Jul 1854,died 12 Dec 1903,

Onancock,VA,married c1855,Bessie W.Lilliston.
Virginia Hopkins,born c1856,married c1874,William

Joyce,Accomack County,VA.
Ella K.Hopkins,born 1858,died 1925,0nancock,VA,mar-

ried c1876,William Pitts,Onancock,VA.
Robert Lee Hopkins,born 1860,died 1922,0nancock,VA,

married c1880,Susie Nottingham,Onancock,VA.
Henry Hopkins,born c1864,0nancock,VA.

William married a second time,c1870,Mary Johnson Fedde-
man,born 22 Oct 1843,died 3 Dec 1926,0nancock,VA,

a daughter,Grace Eloise Hopkins,born 1 Nov 1871,
died 17 Dec 1930,Charleston,SC,married c1890,
William B.Pitts,Onancock,VA.
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Sarah Hopkins. laughter of Jane Melson and Stephen Hopkins,Acct.
mack County,VA,born 9 Sep.1826,died 19 Apr,1899,married 10 Mar
1847,Edward T.Ames(Ref.60).

Ellen Marie Hopkins,daughter of Jane Melson and Stephen Hopkins,
born 20 May 1828,died 9 Dec.1860,married John M.Parker,Accomack
County,VA.(Ref.60).

John Parker Lee Hopkins,son of Jane Melson and Stephen Hopkins,
born 6 Apr 1830,died 2 Dec 1913,married c1850,(1) Susan Finney,
born 3 Jul 1832,died 8 Dec 1880,Accomack County,VA,children:
(Ref.60)

Sarah J.Hopkins,born c1856,Parksley,VA,married a Corbin.
John H.Hopkins,born 23 Sep 1858,died 4 Oct 1939,Parklsey,VA,

married c1876,Ursula T.Lewis,Parksley,VA.
John Hopkins second wife was Evelyn Roberts,c1882,in Onancock,VA.

She was born 13 Oct 1866,died 29 Jan 1950,Onancock,VA.
Catherine Jane Hopkins,daughter of Jane Melson and Stephen Hop-
kins,born 29 Jan 1832,died 19 Oct 1838,Accomack County,VA.

Leah Susan Hopkins,daughter of Jane Melson and Stephen Hopkins,
born 15 Jan 1834,died 19 Oct 1838.

Stephen H.Hopkins,son of Jane Melson and Stephen Hopkins,born 5
Jan 1836,died 14 Feb 1888,in England,married 16 Mar 1871,Alicia
West,born c1840,died c1897,Accomack County,VA,children:

Stephen Upshur Hopkins
Albert Augustus Hopkins(Ref.60).

Ann Melson,daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Melson,born c1761,in
Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

Euplanna Melson,daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Melson,born c1763,
Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

Lewis Ayres Melson,son of Joseph and Elizabeth Melson,born c1765,
Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

Middleton Melson,son of Joseph Middleton Melson and Elizabeth Middle-
ton,born c1739,died 1766,Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

John Melson,son of Joseph Middleton and Elizabeth Middleton,born c1745,
died c1785,Accomack COunty,VA(Ref.60).

Joseph Middleton Melson remarried after Elizabeth's death,his second
wife was Ann 	 ,she was born c1722,in Accomack County,VA(Ref.60).

In addition to these members of the Melson family who lived in Vir-
ginia and whose lines have been traced are:

Kendall Melson,will proved 29 Jan 1796(Ref.81).Elizabeth Lilliston
in her will of 16 Oct 1794 bequeathed to Kendle Melson and his
son,George Melson(Ref.82)

Laney Melson,a daughter of Amey Milliner,was mentioned in her
mother's will,drawn 25 Oct.1798,proved 1 Jul 1799(Ref.83).

John Melson on 27 Jan 1800 left to brother George Middleton Melson,
sister Elizabeth Melson,Frances Melson residual legatee and Exec.

Daniel and Tabitha Melson gave a Bill of Sale to Edmund Ayres in
1795(Ref.84).

Ann Melson,Rosey Melson,Betty Melson,John Melson and Middleton
Melson gave John Welburn a Bill of Sale(Ref.85)

Peter Melson was a witness to the will of Peter Turlington,28 Sep
1783(Ref.78).

Ritter Melson was a witness to the will of Peter Powel1,28 Sep 1793,
(Ref.78)
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• 	 In the Mark Lewis notes are these additional marriages recorded in
Accomack County Records:

	

29 Jan.1805 	 Daniel Melson Sr.

	

9 Feb.1801 	 Daniel Melson

	

23 May 1805 	 George Melson

	

27 May 1800 	 Frances Melson

Molly Pruitt, widow of John Pruitt
Betty Wise
Sarah Taylor
Stephen Taylor 	 of Jonathan Melson

28 Feb.1799 Nancy Melson Mathias Phillips
20 Mar.1806 Noah Melson Patsy Lumber
6 Jan.1809 Joseph Melson Nancy Colony

30 Jul.1810 Robinson Melson Susanna Bunting
29 Feb.1812 Scarborough Melson Thomas Turnall
10 Nov.1813 Sukey Melson George West
13 Dec.1813 Mrs.Seymour Melson William Willett, widow of Jonathan
9 Mar.1815 Laney Melson Littleton Chandler
1 Feb.1816 Smith Melson Anna Willett

27 Aug.1817 Jeremiah Melson Tabitha Gladding
30 May 1817 Sally Melson Thomas Birch of Wm. (Bagwell's dau)
15 Dec.1819 Jane Melson Stephen Hopkins 	 (David's dau)
28 Dec.1817 Bridget Melson John Lewis
10 Apr.1820 James Melson Susanna Poulson of Mary(Robinson's son)
6 Apr.1822 Ann Melson of James 	 m Henry Watson of James

25 dec.1824 Hesse Melson of David m Jackson Carmine
19 Apr.1827 George Melson 	 m Susan Mehollons of Benj.Floyd
29 Dec.1829 James Melson Sr. 	 m Scarborough Snead•
3 Nov.1830 George Melson 	 m Mahala Kellam (dau of Thomas)
7 Aug.1830 Elizabeth Melson 	 m Parker Grinnalds 	 (James's dau)

11 Aug.1831 Patsy Melson 	 m James White 	 (widow of Noah)
5 Apr.1832 Elijah Melson Elizabeth Gray of Thomas
8 Feb.1832 James Melson 	 m Elizabeth Milliner(Snow Hill licence)
6 Nov.1833 Leah Melson 	 m James Coloney 	 (dau.of Jonathan)

13 Nov.1834 Scarborough Melson 	 m Parker Justice
24 Dec.1834 William Henry Melson 	 m Bridget Bull of Southey
21 Jun.1837 CAPT.James Melson Margaret Taylor (Worcester Licence)
24 Feb.1839 Margaret Melson Custis Bull
21 Dec.1842 Ann Melson Stephens Hopkins (widower)
9 Mar.1842 Nancy Melson James H.East
4 Jun.1840 Sarah Melson Robert Mears
3 Jan.1844 James Thomas Melson 	 m Sophia Scott
7 Jan.1846 Eliza Melson Levin Walker (widow of James Melson)

23 Mar.1848 John D.Melson

Death Records

20 Oct.1856

7 Mar.1857

Catherine Melson,wife of John R.Melson,died in childbirth.Daughter
of Smith and Jane Milliner.
Samuel Melson,age 19,son of Henry and Bridget Melson,died of
typhoid.

•
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In a survey of the cemeteries in Accomack County,VA.(Ref.62),these graves
were recorded:
Edgehill Cemetery
Killmon,Manie A.wife of N.P.,dau.of J.T.and Sophia Melson,20 Oct.1848-5 Sep.1906.
Lilliston,Ellen F.Melson,wife of A.J.,27 Jun.1852-10 Nov.1933.
Melson,Algernon 1,5 Aug.1870,29 Mar.1936.

Benjamin T. 1851-1932.
Elizabeth S.wife of Benjamin T.,7 Nov.1852-20 Sep.1884.
Marceline P.,wife of Benjamin T.,1870-1958.

Clarence Wise,24 Oct.1903-12 Dec.1980.
Virginia Parker,wife of Clarence Wise,11 Jun.1912-15 Jan.1973.

Elizabeth S.,1895-1962.
George Columbus,1879-1942.

Alice Lee,1876-1961.
George T.,1906-1979.

Katherine H.,wife of George T.,no dates.
Henry,16 Mar.1816-9 Feb.1906.

Emma C.,wife of Henry,21 Jan.1833-5 Sep.1889.
Ida Virginia,wife of Samuel C.31 May 1856-18 Jan.1926.
Mamie Pearl,dau.of Samuel C.and Ida Virginia,1888-14 Oct.1890.

J.Bratcher,1907-1974.
Mabel P.,wife of J.Bratcher,1912-no date.

James C.,2 Feb.1880-13 May 1927.
Marie Marhoffer,wife of James C.,1891-1974.

James S.,13 Jun.1846-22 Jan.1929.
Margaret A.,wife of James S.,17 Oct.1854-1 Mar.1931.

James T.,1 Nov.1818-28 Apr.1891.
Margaret S.,wife of James T.,17 Oct.1817-25 Jun.1911.

John D.,1811-3 Jun.1868.
Margaret A.,wife of John D.,1815-3 Apr.1877.

John R.,14 May 1816-22 Apr.1899.
Frances C.S.,wife of John R.,27 Dec.1823-18 Apr.1894.
Edward S.,son of John R.&Frances C.S.,5 Aug.1865-8 Jan.1868.

Kenneth,1919-1944.
L.Thorogood,1855-1954.
Levin J.,1847-1925.

Sarah J.wife of Levin J.,1848-1934.
Levin J.,20 Oct.1889-3 Aug.1971.

Sarah Y.,wife of Levin J.,20 Feb.1893-18 May 1972.
Levin T.,14 Aug.1851-21 Aug.1920.

Sallie A.,wife of Levin T.,5 Nov.1852-29 Aug.1948.
Olivia M.,13 Feb.1882-23 Aug.1960.
Ralph W.,1917-no date.

Ora P.,wife of Ralph W.,1919-1973.
Samuel P.,13 Sep.1814-15 May 1889.
Ann, wife of Samuel P.,25 Jan..1814-25 Jun.,1906.

Samuel S.,1876-1961.
Olivia W.,wife of Samuel S.,25 Jan.1814-25 Jun.1906.

Thomas H.,1858-1942.
Eula J.,wife of Thomas H.,1873-1962.

Thomas W.,1884-1963
Viola Y.,wife of Thomas W.,1882-1963.

Wesley T.,18 Jul.1853-27 Apr.1939.
Sallie M.,wife of Wesley T.,20 Mar.1855-6 Feb.1949.
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Melson,William H.,1 Oct.1874-21 Dec.1936.
Margaret L.,wife of William H.,30 Jan.1875-6 Feb.1949.

William H.Jr.,son of William H.and Margaret L.,1906-1944.
Oldham,Lillian Melson,wife of H.,1878-1965.
Werner,Margaret Melson,wife of Henry,1891-1929.

Clover Hill Cemetery
Melson,Leigh V.,wife of John T.,dau.of John T.& Margaret 	 ,30 Dec.1873-23

Dec.1894.
Craddockville Methodist-s

Melson,George W.,1883-1952
Mary(Mamie,Margaret),wife of George W.,1886-1963
George Arthur,son of George W.andiMamie S.,12 Aug.1907-17 Jan.1908.
George Wesley,son of George W.and Mamie S.,28 Nov.1909-4 Jan.1911.
infant son of George W.and Mamie S.,born and died 1917.

Fairview Lane Cemetery
Melson,George Columbus,5 Feb.1914-17 May 1977.

Beulah Wessels(RN),wife of George Columbus,24 May 1914-14 Jul.1971.
Hilton G.,1906-1975.

Pearl B.,wife of Hilton G.,1906-1970.
John H.1876-1956

Essie P.,wife of John R.,1889-1970.
John R.,Jr.husband of Annie R.(see Mt.Holly Cem.),15 Aug.1864-25 Jul.1906.

Lewis Burial Ground
Melson,CAPT.Edward,1840-5 May 1882.

son of Edward and Mary S.,b&d 3 May 1879.
Liberty Cemetery

Melson,Claude F.,1907-1973
Carrie E.,wife of Claude F.,1911 - no date.

Edward T.,1874-1938.
Margaret A,wife of Edward T.,1875-1950.

Marino Cemetery
Lewis,Mary Ann,wife of L.D.,dau.of Smith and Annie F.Willett Melson,27 Aug.

1834-4 Mar.1908.
Melson,Annie F.Willett,wife of Smith(Willett Burial Ground),1 Nov.1798-5 Oct.

1872.
Mt.Holly Cemetery

Melson,Henry E.,1873-1936.
Henry W.,1836-1874
Louisa C.,wife of Henry W.,1841-1918.

John H.III, 1901-1955.
Annie R.,wife of John H.Jr.(see Fairview Cemetery),19 Jun.1868-16 Jul.1944

Onancock Cemetery
Hopkins,Evelyn Roberts,wife of John Parker Lee,sister of Stephen and Jane Mel-

son,13 Oct.1866-29 Jan.1950.
Parks Burial Ground

Melson,Amanda E.,dau.of Levin J.and Sarah J.(see Edgehill Cemetery),8 Apr.1880-
13 Jun.1880.

Sarah J4au.of Levin J.and Sarah J.,24 Apr.1887-29 Jul.1887.
Willett Burial Ground

Melson,Smith,20 Nov.1796-31 Jan.1854.
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Daniel Melson II,the son of Daniel Melson I,who had left Accomack
County,VA about the time of his father,John Melson II's death,and estab-
lished his home in the Wicomico Hundred of Somerset(Worcester) County,MD
was born c1725,in Accomack County,VA.He married about 1744,the name of
his first wife is not known(Ref.178),their son was Daniel Melson III,see 7-40a,
born 1745.This first wife died sometime after Daniel III's birth.Daniel
Melson II remarried,his second wife was a daughter of Elijah and Tabitha
Wingate Cannon,of Broad Creek Hundred,Delaware.Her family has been traced
to Edward and Ann Cannon,the first Cannons.They along with three children,
were transported to Lower Norfolk County,Virginia by Edward Hall in 1646
(Ref.86).Their children were Ann,born 1639.Stephen,born 1641,and Thomas,born
c1644.In 1659,Ann married James Dashiell,Sr,Gentleman,in Northumberland County,
VA.James and Ann Dashiell,their son,and a niece,Elizabeth Dashiell,then
nine years old,left Virginia and settled on Wetipquin Creek,Somerset
County,MD(Ref.87).Edward and Ann Cannon,with their second son,Thomas,left
Northampton County,VA.sometime after James and Ann and settled in Dorchester
County,MD.Thomas Cannon was remembered in the Will of Bartholomew Ennals,
Dorchester County,MD.drawn 28 Mar 1688,filed for probate 20 Jun 1688(Ref.88),
"to Thomas Cannon,son of Edward Cannon,land by Patent."

Edward and Ann Cannon's older son,Stephen,apparently entered an Apprentice-
ship with John Pate,Gloucester County,VA.Something happened and he fled to
rent Island,MD.where he was apprehended by William Nodin at Francis Barnes,
being 'entertained' by Barnes.The Hon.Philip Calvert,Maryland Provincial
Court,took exception to this and issued an order upon Francis Barnes to arrest
Stephen Cannon on 26 Oct 1664.This was never done.Stephen Cannon disappeared
for several years.On 13 Jan 1674,a Thomas Davis,Carpenter,appeared before the
Somerset County Court and filed a petition acknowledging his true name was
Stephen Cannon,and he wanted to resume his true name agreeing to pay all debts
accrued as Thomas Davis.Apparently the Statue of Limitations against runaway
apprentices and servants had expired.During the years as Thomas Davis,he
married Judith Bloyce,a daughter of Thomas Bloyce of Somerset County,MD.They
had a daughter,Frances Davis,born c1666.Stephen Cannon later became a substan-
tial planter along Wetipquin Creek,near his brother-in-law,James Dashiel
Sr.His will was filed for probate c1700,his heirs were three daughters.Frances
Davis Cannon married Peter Doughty(Body);Mary Cannon married William Wain-
wright;Al(i)ce Cannon left no record(Ref.87).Stephen and Judith must have
had a son,as a Samuel Cannon was noted in Somerset County Testamentary Pro-
cedings for 1702 as appearing in court as a witness.

Thomas Cannon,the second son of Edward and Ann Cannon,left no record.
James Cannon,the third son of Edward and Ann Cannon,was born c1650.His

will was filed for probate in Dorchester County,Mar,1723,he willed to:
"wife 	 Mary 	 2 cows and calves,one feather bed and bolster,

all silver and gold plus one-third of estate.
son 	 James 	 CANNON'S CHOICE and best suit of clothes.
son 	 Thomas 	 TEFORD
sons 	 John,Matthew,Henry equal shares of CANNON'S INCREASE and

NOBLE QUARTER.
son 	 Matthew 	 dwelling plantation
dau 	 Sarah Wattson steer and heifer

John Woodgate heifer
children James Cannon,Thomas Cannon,John Cannon,Elizabeth Cannon,Matthew

Cannon,William Cannon equal shares of personal estate."
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John Cannon,the third son of James Sr.and Mary Caanon,was born in Dor-
chester County,MD,c1681.His wife was Sarah Pritchett.She was the grand-
daughter of John and Abigail Pritchett of Dorchester County,MD,and a daugh-
ter of Zebulon Pritchett of the same county.John inherited two tracts from
his father.He later added others,including one in what became the Broad
Creek Hundred.Sussex County,DE.The tract,Maryland Warrants Liber EI#3 Folio
228 was awarded to John Caldwell,April 17,1730,100 acres,"in Somersett
County back in the woods from the branches of Broad Creek on the south side
of the Easternmost Branch by the old path to Indian River.Transferred to
John Cannon of Dorchester County to be called "CANNONS DISCOVERY."

John Cannon deeded this tract to his sons,Joseph and Elijah(Ref.89) "On
2 Aug.1749 John Cannons sold to Joseph Cannon of Worcester County,49 acres
and to Elijah Cannon,51 acres."

John Cannon remained in Dorchester County.His will was filed for probate
there on 30 Jun.1766.

Elijah Cannon,born c1725,died 1799,moved to the portion of Somerset
County that later became Sussex County,DE and patented "CANNONS DELIGHT",
134 acres in 1749.He also bought from James Brown,' Jul.1757,"BROWN'S
HOG RANGE."He married Tabitha Wingate,daughter of Phillip Wingate and Sarah
Cannon Minors.Tabitha was born c1728/30,Somerset County,MD.Phillip horn
c1700,,died p8 Mar,1759,was a son of William Wingate,born c1645 and his
wife,Elizabeth.Sarah Cannon Minors, c1700-c1762 was Phillip's second wife.
She was a widow.Her parents were Thomas Cannon,born c1677,d 1748,a son of
James and Mary Cannon,and a brother of John Cannon,Elijah Cannon's father.
Thomas's wife was Catherine Clarkson,born c1680,in Dorchester County,MD.She
was a daughter of Thomas and Sarah Clarkson of Dorchester Counti tMD(Ref.185),

Elijah and Tabitha Wingate Cannon had two children,Lovey Cannon,born
c1737-1741,died after 1798,and Wingate Cannon(Ref.178).

Lovey Cannon and Daniel Melson II,were married c1760.She was his second
wife.They lived on his dwelling plantation in the Little Creek Hundred,
Sussex County,Delaware.Their oldest child,Elijan Nelson born 1763.

Elijah Nelson settled on the family lands in Wicomico Hundred,Worcester
County,MD.His first wife was a Polly 	 ,died c1785(Ref.90).

Their son was Samuel Melson,born Sep.1,1785,-died Apr.12,1849.Samuel grew
up in Melson,Maryland, where he was a versatile individual, he farmed,was an
ordained Methodist Minister,a Physician and a Justice of the Peace.(Ref.91) He
married Grace Maddox, born Nov.11,1780, died Dec.26,1861,in 1806. Samuel and
Grace had nine known children. They are buried in the Parker-Melson Cemetery,
mile south-west of the Melson Methodist Church,Melson,Maryland on the Melson-

Parkersburg Road.
Sarah Melson,born c1806 was the oldest child of Samuel and Grace Melson,she

married Mar.5,1827,Joseph Hearn.
Phebe Melson was the second child of Samuel and Grace Melson,she was born

c1807,married Dec.16,1834 to Ezekiel Jones.
Eliza Melson was the third child of Samuel and Grace Melson,she was born

c1809 and married Benjamin G.Hearn.
Benjamin Sharp Melson was the fourth child of Samuel and Grace Melson.He

was born Nov.30,1810,died May 25,1898.He was married Jan.14,1833 to Elizabeth•
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Fookes,born Aug.16,1811,died Sep.18,1892.She was a daughter of James and Betsy
Hearne Fookes(Ref.92).Their children were:

Jonathan James Melson,b.Feb.17,1834,d.Feb.26,1859.
Samuel H.Melson,b.Jun.24,1837.
Mary E.Melson,b.Sep.5,1840.
Maria M.Melson,b.Jun.19,1843.
Eliza G.Melson,b.Jul.13,1845.
Benjamin F.Melson,b.Mar.26,1847,d.1922.
Sara Ann Melson,b.May 25,1849.
Ebenezeer Handy Melson,b.Aug.31,1851,d.Jan.20,1926.
Priscilla(Ella) M.Melson,b.May 18,1853.
Daniel H.Melson,b.Aug.5,1856,d.1943.

Benjamin Sharp Melson was born at Melson,Maryland.After his marriage to
Elizabeth Fookes,he farmed and was a brick mason in the Wicomcio Hundred,Wor-
cester County,MD.In 1854,Benjamin and Elizabeth Fookes Melson moved to Horsey's
Crossroads near Atlanta,Sussex County,DE,where he farmed 600 acres.

Jonathan James Melson was the oldest son of Benjamin and Elizabeth Fookes
Melson.He became a Minister,but died young and was never married.(Ref.92)

Samuel H.Melson,the second son of Benjamin S.and Elizabeth Melson married
Charlotte C.Kinder,a daughter of Jacob Kinder and Mary Cannon,born May 20,1834,
died Jun.7,1820 on Dec.22,1858(Ref.92).He was a farmer and a miller in Sussex
County,DE.and Caroline County,MD.He was also the County Surveyor for Caroline
County.After retiring from this post,he resumed farming in the Northwest Fork
Hundred,Sussex County,DE. He bought his father-in-law's farm and made it his
permanent home. He continued surveying as a sideline. In 1862,he served in
Company I,Sixth Regiment,Delaware Volunteer Infantry.Samuel H.and Charlotte
Kinder Melson had five children.

James P.Melson was the first child of Samuel H.and Charlotte K.Melson,he
was born Jan.22,1859,died Jun.6,1860.(Ref.93)

Mary E.Melson was the second child of Samuel H.and Charlotte K.Melson,she
was born Jan.22,1861,died Apr.1,1876.(Ref.93).

Daniel F.Melson was the third child of Samuel H.and Charlotte K.Melson,he
was bornJun.14.1863,died Jun.14,1863.(Ref.93).

John F.Melson was the fourth child of Samuel H.and Charlotte K.Melson,he
was born May 23,1864,died Aug.26,1948.He married Willie Sullivan Butler,born
May 29,1866,died Jul.10,1961,on Dec.1,1886.Their children were:(Ref.96)

Charles Harrison Melson,born Nov.18,1888,died Jan.12,1959.He married Emma
Gray,born Dec.8,1895,on Jun.29,1914.Their children were:

John S.Melson,born May 20,1915,married Virginia Swain,Feb.9,1936.
Their children are:

John Franklin Melson,born Jun.15,1935,married Oct.30,1954.
Dorothy Smith,born Apr.20,1938.They have:

Randy Smith Melson,born Jun.16,1955,married Nanette Young.
Their son is Randall Smith Melson,born Dec.2,1976.

Terry Eileen Melson,born Jul.11,1956,married Blaine Breeding.
One son,Blaine Jonathan Breeding,born Oct.24,1976

Charles Thomas Melson,born Nov.12,1937,married Feb.18,1961,Janet
Figgs.Children are: David Charles Melson,born Jan.2,1962 and
Robin Lee Melson,born Nov.12,1972.

Ann Lynn Melson,born Jul.1950„married John Vogel,Mar.13,1971.
Michael Vogel,born Jul.17,1971;Shauna Lynn Vogel,b.Apr.25,1977.

Michael Swain Melson,born Jan.24,1954,married Aug.17,1975,Debor-
ah Young.Their daughter is Natalie Renee Melson,b.Apr.29,1977.
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Irene Melson,born Jan.14,1920,died Jan.15,1922.
S.Elmer Melson,the second child of John F.and Willie Butler Melson,was

born Jun.27,1896,died Aug.23,1976,married Dec.24,1917 to Helen Benson,
born Feb.21,1895.Their children were:

Benson Waller Melson,born Apr.29,1919,died Oct.29,1928.
Franklin Elmer Melson,born Jun.11,1922,married Sep.5,1943,Beatrice

Closson.Their children are:
Franklin Elmer Melson,Jr.,born Mar.20,1944,married Apr.11,1965,

Diane Hopkins.Their children are:Dawn Melson,born Jan.10,
1971,and Diana Melson,born Oct.25,1973.

Richard Cecil Melson,born Apr.23,1945,married Jun.13,1969,Ja-
nice Warrington.Their children are:Christopher Scott Melson,
born Mar.25,1972,and Alex Gregory Melson,born Jul.24,1948.

Betty Lou Melson,born May 22,1928,married Apr.23,1948,George
E.Swain Jr.

Roland F.Melson,born Jan.25,1895,died Oct.23,1968,married Jun.8,1916,Helen
Pennybacker,born Jan.2,1896,died Oct.16,1972.Their children:

Donald Lee Melson,born Jan.19,1917,married Jan.9.1937,Ruth Mary Mc-
Cauley,born Apr.10,1917.Their children:

Donald Lee Melson Jr.,born Mar.30,1942,married Feb.1,1965,Mar-
tha Maul.Their children:

Donna Marie Melson,born Jun.27,1965.
Lisa Ann Melson,born Mar.20,1967.
Rebecca Lynn Melson,born Mar.13,1971.

Richard Layton Melson,born Jun.11,1945,married Jun.9,1965,(1)
Jacqualine Simon(div),married (2) Jun.30,1973,Sara Schueler.

Ruth Ann Melson,born Sep.20,1949.
Louise Marie Melson,born Oct.12,1918,died Oct.17,1974,married Nov.2,

1938,Howard Wayne Lloyd Speicher.Their children:
Howard Wayne Speicher,born Feb.1,1940,died Mar.22,1958.
Gary Lee Speicher,born Jul.20,1943, married Jan.1,1972, Betty

Frances Etter.Their son is Christopher Wayne Speicher,born
May 8,1972.

Kenneth Dale Speicher,born Jan.12,1943,married Jan.2,1972,Bon-
nie Delight Russell.

Janet Lynn Speicher,born Dec.24,1953.
Lawrence Roland Melson,born Oct.28,1922,married (1)Evelyn Abbott in

1942,married (2) Mar.29,1952,Louise Hopkins,born Dec.19.1929.
Their children:

Gregory Brent Melson,born Mar.8,1956.
Marcia Yvonne Melson,born Sep.4,1958.
Vicki Lynn Melson,born Apr.21,1966.

Marie Elizabeth Melson was the fifth child of Samuel H.and Charlotte K.Mel-
son was born Jan.9,1872,died Aug.13,1872(Ref.90).

Mary E.Melson,the third child of Benjamin Sharp and Elizabeth Fookes Melson,
was born May 25,1849(Ref.92).She married Jun.27,1866,Benjamin J.Downing.They
lived in Wilmington,Delaware.

Maria M.Melson,the fourth child of Benjamin S.and Elizabeth Melson,was born
Jun.19,1843. She married Dec.19,1860,John H.Kinder,born Jan.25,1839.(Ref.92).

Eliza G.Melson,the fifth child of Benjamin S.and Elizabeth Melson,was
born Jul.13,1845She married Sep.29,1864,Joseph J.Masten.(Ref.92).

Benjamin Frank Melson,the sixth child of Benj.S.and Eliz.Melson,was born Mar.
26,1847.He married Sallie R.Wright.He farmed his father's lands in Delaware.
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Sara Ann Melson,the seventh child of Benj.S.and Eliz.Melson,was born May
25,1849.She married Oremus Duriel Hill on May 5,1870.(Ref.92).They lived in
the Northwest Fork Hundred,Sussex County,De.

Ebenezeer Handy Melson,the eighth child of Benj.S.and Eliz.Melson,was born
Aug.31,1851,died Jan.20,1926.He married Ida M.Clark,born Jun.27,1858 in Conn.,
died Feb.6,1915.Their children were:

Rose M.Melson,born Dec.11,1885.
Herbert S.Melson,born Feb.22,1887,died Aug.6,1887.
Lily Melson,born Aug 22,1888.
Paul Melson,born Feb.18,1890.(Ref.92).

Priscilla Edith M.Melson,the ninth child of Benj.S.and Eliz.Melson,was born
May 18,1853.She married Enos B.Wright,born Sep.1856 on Jan.10,1878.(Ref.92).They
lived in the Northwest Fork Hundred,Sussex County,DE.

Daniel H.Melson,the tenth child of Benj.S.and Eliz.Melson,was born Aug.5,1856,
died in 1922. He married Maggie Williams,born Dec.23,1866 on Mar.15,1887. They
had four children:(Ref.92)

Oliver N.Melson,born Mar.14,1888,died in 1977,was the first child of
Daniel H.and Maggie Melson.His son,Robert Lane Melson lives at 102

Darwin Drive,Newark,DE.19711.He contributed a majority of the
information about the Benjamin Sharp Melson family.

Edna F.Melson,the second child of Daniel H.and Maggie Melson,was born
Jun.19,1892.(Ref.92).

Claude Melson was the third child of Daniel H.and Maggie Melson.
Aileen Eloise Melson was the fourth child of Daniel H.and Maggie Melson.

Benjamin Sharp and Elizabeth Fookes Melson with these children of their son
Samuel P.Melson;James P.Melson,Mary E.Melson,Danicl F.Melson,and Marie E.Melson
are buried in the Atlanta Cemetery,Sussex County,DE.Samuel H.and his wife,Char-
lotte K.Melson, Benjamin Frank Melson,Ebenezeer Handy Melson and his wife,Ida
Melson, and their son,Herbert S.Melson are buried in the Bridgeville Cemetery,
Sussex County,DE.(Ref.93).

Returning to the Samuel and Grace Maddox Melson family,
Mary Melson was their fifth child,she married Joseph Hayman,Dec.12,1831.

Maria Melson was the sixth child of Samuel and Grace Melson,she was born
Nov.7,1816,died Jul.11,1897.She married Purnell Short,"cFeb.14,1832.

Priscilla Melson, the seventh child of Samuel and Grace Melson, was born
c1817. She married Gillie Short.(Ref.90).

Daniel Fookes Melson,the eighth child of Samuel and Grace Melson,was born
Dec.8,1818,died Sep.19,1882.His first wife was Betty Jones Parker,born Aug.11,
1824,died 1854.They had two children:

John E.Melson,born Aug.21,1843.
Purnell Benjamin Melson,born Oct.2,1847,married Loving 	 ,c1872.

Daniel Fookes Melson's second wife was Sarah Ellen White,born Feb.27,1823,died
Feb.19,1881.Their children were:(Ref.65).

Matilda Elizabeth Melson,born Sep.7,1854.
Thomas Allen Melson,born Mar.28,1855,married Ella A.Catlin.Their child-

ren were Marian Melson,Bliss Melson,Beulah Melson,born and died 1885.
Levin Merrill Melson,born Oct.31,1857.
James Sharp Melson,born Nov.22,1858.
Robert Newton Melson,born Dec.27,1859.
Daniel Webster Melson,born Mar.4,1861,died Apr.11,1946.

Matilda Melson, the ninth child of Samuel and Grace Melson, was born c1821.
She married Daniel B.ShortrDec.12,1843.(Ref.94).



•

•

•

7-34

Elijah Melson Sr's,the first child of Daniel II and Lovey Cannon Mel-
son,first wife,Polly 	 ,died shortly after the birth of their son,
Samuel.Elijah remarried a few years later.His second wife was Mrs.Nancy
Short.Nothing is known about her.Elijah Sr.and Nancy Melson had five children.

Elizabeth Melson was the oldest child of Elijah Sr.and Nancy Melson.She was
born c1790,and died after 1845.Elizabeth married William Gordy,born c1778,died
pJan.13,1845.William was a farmer,miller and a Methodist Minister in Wicomico
Hundred,Worcester County,MD.The remains of his mills may still be seen on Gordy
Drive,which is a mile south of Highway #54,which follows the Boundary between
the States of Maryland and Delaware eastwards from Delmar between Rum Ridge Road
and State Coach Road.Their seven children were:

John Collins Gordy,born Aug.5,1809.He married Frances Hearn,Jan.14,1830.
He was given a farm by his father,but preferred the field of medicine,although
self-taught,he practiced this profession throughout his adult life.In 1836,he
went to Louisiana for a visit with his uncle,Michael Gordy.Deciding to settle
there,he brought his family from Maryland and settled in Franklin,LA.John was
also an ardent Mason and devoted many years to advancing this order. John and
Frances Hearn Gordy had seven children:(Ref.95)

Minos Talbot Gordy,born Dec.30,1830,married Betty Ann Moore nee
Johnson.

Elizabeth Caroline Gordy,born Oct.8,1839,married Jessie Collins.
Michael Benjamin Gordy,born Apr.19,1841,married Charlotte Johnson.
John Thomas Gordy,born Jul.23,1847,married Mary Fenella.
William Gordy
Mattie Moriah Gordy,born Sep.5,1852,married Matthew Bell.
Frances Louise Gordy,married Wilson McKerdel Jr.

William Gordy Jr.was the second child of William and Eliz.Melson Gordy.
He was born c1810,married Aug.18,1830,Elizabeth Hastings.

Polly Gordy,the third child of William and Eliz.Melson Gordy,born c1811,
married c18310 Benjamin Elliott.

Mahala Gordy,the fourth child of William and Eliz.Melson Gordy,was born
Apr.6,1814,died Nov.25,1844,married Sep.16,1835,Samuel I.White,born
Sep.18,1814,died Apr.30,1887.

Matilda Gordy,the fifth child of William and Eliz.Melson Gordy,born c1818.
Elijah Gordy,the sixth child of William and Eliz.Melson Gordy,was born:

c1857,married Martha F. 	 ,born 1830.Their children were:E.Shep-
herd Gordy,born 1859: and Vaughn S.Gordy,born 1861.

Sarah Caroline Gordy,the seventh child of William and Eliz.Melson Gordy,
was born Sep.1,1838,died Sep.25,1867,married Mar.2,1852,William Gar-
retson Gordy,born Nov.30,1831,died Jun.9,1890.

Sally Melson was the second child of Elijah Sr.and Nancy Melson.She married
a Short.(Ref.90).

Polly Melson,the third child of Elijah Sr.and Nancy Melson,married Dec.24,
1812,Elijah Willams.(Ref.90).

Nancy Melson,the fourth child of Elijah Sr.and Nancy Melson,married Joseph
Truitt.(Ref.90).

Elijah Melson Jr.,the fifth child of Elijah Sr.and Nancy Melson,was born
Apr.15,1800,died Nov.2,1868.He married Oct.11,1821,Eliza Hasting,born Oct.10,
1803,died Jun.7,1865.She was a daughter of William and Hannah Hasting,of the
Little Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.Elijah Jr.lived and farmed at Melson,Md.
Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson were instrumental in building the Melsons Methodist
Church in Melson,Md.They had ten children.(Ref.65)
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William Hasting Melson,born 20 Jan,1823,died Sep.4,1878,was the first
child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza(Lizzie) Hasting Melson.He grew up on his parents
farm at Melson,MD.He married Mahala Maddux,born 23 Dec.1817,a daughter of
Wilson and Rhoda Maddux.31 Jan.1846(Ref.65).She died after 1860.Children:

Elijah Wilson Maddox Melson,born 25 Nov.1846,died c1847.
George Thomas Beverly Melson,born 6 Apr.1849,died after 1900,Salisbury,
MD.He married (Clarissa) Ella Adkins,daughter of Lambert and Clarissa
Bell Laws Adkins,born c1859,16 Nov.1897.She died after 1900 in Salis-
bury,MD.They had no children.(Bef.65).

James Melson,born c1849,died c1852,Melson,MD.
Sarah Elizabeth Melson,born 5 Sep.1850„died c1922,married James White,

born 1842,died 1905.
John Burton Melson,born April 15,1853,died Jul.1920,married Sarah M.Camp-

bell,born Sep.Sep.14,1856,died 1948.Their children were:
Isaac William Melson,born 1875,died 1877.
Alice May Melson,born 1878,died 1924,married Harry F.Hickman,born

1874,died 1932.
Levin Alfred Melson,born 1881,died 1937,married Elizabeth Rick-

ards Hudson,born 1883,died 1945.Their children were:
Clarence Alfred Melson,born 1905,died 1967,married Grace

Bernice Lynch,born 1915.Their children are:
Alfred Vaughn Melson,born 1942.He married Sarah

Elizabeth McCabe,born 1946.Their children are:
Heather Elizabeth Melson,born 1970.
Alfred Vaughn Melson,Jr.,born 1973.
Alfred V.Melson graduated from LSU and is

a prominent farmer and insurance broker
in Ocean City,MD.He is an active genealo-
gist,and a major contributor to this
account of the Melson Family History.

Ida Virginia Melson,born 1914,married Burbage
Harrison.

Sarah Elizabeth Melson,born 1921,married Rubin
Toomey, Jr.

Sallie Ann Melson,born Aug.20,1884,died Aug.4,1907.
Ida Ellen Melson,born 1887,married Daniel M.Collins.
John Burton Melson Jr.,b.1889,died 1950,married Mildred Bunting.
Jennie Florence Melson,born 1890,married Luther Washington Long.

Rhoda Melson the fifth child of Wm.and Mahala Melson,died as an infant.
William Melson also spent many years as a seaman.During the Civil War,he

was a member of the Union Navy.A letter written by him is preserved as a por-
tion of naval history.

OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE NAVIES IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION,
General Printing Office,Washington ,DC,Vol.17,1903.

Report of Flag Officer Lardner,USN,transmitting report of capture of the
commanding officer and boats's crew from US Schooner BEAUREGARD.

Flagship SAN JACINTO
Key West,Jul.21,1862

Sir: It is with regret I have to forward the report of Master's Mate W.H.Melson
stating the circumstances under which Acting Master David Stearns,commanding
the schooner BEAUREGARD,was with a boat's crew,lost or captured at the mouth
of Crystal River.
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It is the opinion of Lieutenant Commanding English of the SOMERSET that
they were captured by the rebels.

I have the honor to be,respectfully,your obediant servant.

J.L.Lardner
Flag-Officer Cmdg.

Eastern Gulf Blockading Squadron.
Hon.Gideon Welles
Secretary of the Navy

U.S.Schooner BEAUREGARD
Cedar Keys,July 2,1862

Sir: 	 I am under the painful necessity of making the following report: On
the morning of 29th.ultimo,whilst cruising off Crystal River,sighted a sloop-
rigged vessel standing about the mouth of the river.

The captain(David Stearns) with an armed crew of,7 men manned a boat and
started in pursuit.

Soon after I discovered another sloop-rigged vessel making out from one
of the adjacent keys.About 3 o'clock p.m.,a squall coming up obscured them
from sght.

Evening coming on,and the captain not returning,hoisted a lantern from
the main.Next morning,sent an armed boat and made a thorough search(firing a
musket at intervals) for six hours,but without success.Same evening got under-
way and shifted my position.

The next morning,Jul.l,at 10 o'clock,got underway and stood for Cedar
Keys.At 6 o'clock,came to anchor.The following morning,got underway and
reached the Keys at 10:30am.

I am,very respectfully,your obediant servant.

W.H.Melson
Acting Master's Mate

Flag-Officer James L.Lardner
Commanding Eastern Gulf Squadron."

Elenor Short Melson was the second child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Hasting
Melson.She was born Jun.7,1824,died Apr.,1876.She married on Dec.8,1847,John
West.Their children were:

Matilda Jane West
Elijah William West
Ebenezeer West
(E)zekiel West
Levin Thomas West
James West

Matilda,Ebenezeer,Levin and James died as children.Elijah William was known
to have been alive in 1911.There is no information about Ezekiel West.(Ref.97).

Burton Cannon Melson,the third child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson,was
born Sept.26,1826,died Aug.7,1919(Ref.98).Burton married Priscilla Farlow,born
Nov.7,1829,died Jul.23,1919.She was a daughter of George and Abigail Fooks Far-
low,of Melson,MD.on Nov.21,1850.(Ref.99).They had three children:

William Handy Cloyd Melson,the first child of Burton and Priscilla Mel-
son,born Sep.12,1851,died Oct.4,1942,married (1) Hester Collins,born
1851,died 1887,on Jun.2,1880.She died of tuberculosis.(2) Mary Martha
Dukes,born Sep.5,1857,died Mar.20,1939.Their son was:
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Elwood Franklin Melson,born Nov.2,1890,died Nov.23,1980.His first
wife was Laura Montgomery Buckson,born Dec.14,1890.died Aug.3,
1960.Their children were:
William Franklin Melson,born Jan.15,1909,died Feb.8,1995,mar-

Catherine Louise Radish,born Sep.8,1912.Their son is William
Lloyd Melson,born May 6,1946.He married Margaret Smith,born
Nov.28,1947.Their children are:Phillip Franklin Melson,born
Jul.6,1976 and Laura Whitemarsh Melson,born Mar.15,1978(Ref.
100). William F.Melson was born in Wilmington,DE.and became
a Dentist.He was a member of the Delaware National Guard
and served in the Southwest Pacific during WWII.His regiment
was a part of the Base BOBCAT expedition to Bora Bora in Jan.
1942.Later they served in other combat areas.He is retired
and lives at 19 Stockely Street, Rehoboth Beach,DE. 19971.

John B.Melson,born Jan.21,1910,died Jan.15,1911.
Elwood Franklin Melson,Jr.,born Mar.12,1914.
Donald H.Melson,born May 29,1916,died Feb.5,1921.
Mary Eileen Melson,born Sep.5,1923,never married.

Elwood Melson's second wife was Eva Enkmeier, who died in 1976. His
third wife was Elizabeth.V.. Elwood F.Melson studied law and became a
Judge on the Delaware State Court,serving many years as a Juvenile Judge.After
retiring from the Delaware bench,he settled in Florida.(Ref.100). Along with
his first wife,Elwood Melson is buried at the Barrett Chapel,Delaware. His par-
ents,William Handy Cloyd and Mary Martha Dukes Melson are also buried there.

Mary Elizabeth Melson was the fourth child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson.
She was born Apr.3,1829,died Aug.2,1900.(Ref.97).She married Nathan G.
West, a son of William West and Mary Gordy,of Worcester County,Md.They
were married cDec.14,1846.Their children were:

Ann Elizabeth West,married Peter Vincent.
Martha Ellen West,married John Tom Layfield.
Mary Jane West,died as a child.
Minerva C.West,married Elijah Mills.
Charles S.West,married Florence Boston.
Eddie West,married Emma Tull.(Ref.97).

Thomas Asbury Melson was the fifth child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson.He
was born Feb.5,1831, died Oct.3,1913, married Sep.14,1852,Nancy Parsons,
born May 11,1833,died Oct.6,1914.Their children were:

Sallie Elizabeth Melson, born 1854,married James Stevens, died 1918.
Their children were:Lulu Stevens,married Masden Hearn. They had
one daughter,Margie Hearn of Delmar,Md. Their second child was
Elise Stevens,married Earl Chapman(Ref.97).

Elijah John Spicer Melson,born 1856,died 1931, married Amelia Anne
Elliott.Their children were:

Maud Melson,married Herbert Gipple of Laurel,DE.
Hollie Thomas Melson,married Minnie Hastings,their son was Elton

Melson.
Katherine May Melson,married Howard Hastings,their children were:

Lewis Hastings and Jeanette Hastings.
Ettie Melson,married Floyd Garris.(Ref.97).

Ulysses Grant Melson was the third child of Thomas Asbury and Nancy Melson.
He married Eliza Hanna Carmine,a daughter of Benjamine and Annie Cordrey.
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They had a daughter,Edna May Melson,born c1887.She married Roscoe Alli-
son Powers,about 1910.Their son,Millard Melson Powers,was born in
1912(Ref.97).

Laird Thomas Melson was the fourth child of Thomas and Nancy Melson,born
Apr.10,1868,died Oct.27,1896(Ref.101).He married Margaret Townsend.
Their four children were:

Laird T.Melson,Jr.died as a child.
Henry Walter Melson,died as a child.
Levin Frank Melson,no other information.
Earl Melson,married Myrtle Lynch of Havre de Grace,MD.

Helen Rebecca Melson,their daughter,died as a child.(Ref.97).
Josephus Humphries Melson was the sixth child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson.

He was born Mar.30,1833,died c0ct.21,1861(Ref.98). He married Julia Farlow,a
daughter of Billy and Sarah Fooks Farlow on cDec.12,1855(Ref.102). Their two
children were:

John Handy Melson,born Sep.18,1857,died Mar.21,1945 (Ref.103). His first
wife was Rebecca Parsons,born Jun.24,1862,died Aug.10,1892,they were married
c1880.Their three children were:

Elizabeth Melson,born Aug.26,1881,married Irving Littleton(Ref.103).
Lloyd Melson,born Aug.11,1885,married Bessie 	 (Ref.103).
John G.Melson,born May 25,1888,died Aug.22,1948,married Ronnie Riggin,

born Oct.30,1882,died Jan.14,1943,on Mar.4,1908.They lived at Salis-
bury,Md.and had one daughter,Maude Melson,born Aug.2,1913.Maude mar-
mied Raymond Miller,born Aug.2,1912.Their son is Raymond Miller,Jr.,
born 1943.John G.and Ronnie Riggin Melson were divorced.His second
wife was Minnie Wimbrow,born May 18,1883,they were married Aug.18,
1928.This information about the John G.Melson family was provided
by Mrs.Maude Melson Miller of Salisbury,MD.

After Rebecca Parsons Melson's death,John Handy Melson remarried. His
second wife was Laura Alice Workman,born Aug.13,1875,died Oct.19,1936. They
had six children(Ref.103).

Mae Melson was the first child of John H.and Laura Melson,born Jul.l,
1897.She married Willie Downes,born Oct.27,1897(Ref.103).

Gertrude Melson,the second child,was born Jan.8,1900,married Vir-
gil Hudson,Dec.10,1919(Ref.103).

Edna Melson, the third child, was born Jul.2,1903, married Walter
Downes,born Sep.17,1901(Ref.103).

Julia Beatrice Melson,the fourth child,was born Sep.17,1906,mar-
ried Walter Webb(Ref.103).

Frank Alfred Melson,the fifth child,was born Jul.3,1910,married
Wilsie Baker Grovenor,born May 22,1916.Their three children are:

Marshall Melson,born Mar.28,1936
Charles Melson,born Oct.6,1937
Phyllis Melson,born Jun.15,1944(Ref.103).

Josephus and Julia Farlow Melson's second child was Joe Annie Melson,born
Jan.28,1861,died Aug.9,1948,married Lorenzo Brittingham,born Jan.28,
1861,died Jun.16,1928(Ref.103).

Levin Spicer Melson was the seventh child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson.He
was born May 18,1835,died Jan.5,1911(Ref.97).He married Mary C.Duke,born Sep.30,
1833,died Jun.16,1913(Ref.97),in 1866(Ref.104).

John Wesley Melson,the eighth child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson,was born
Nov.23,1837(Ref.97),died Jan.12,1904(Ref.104). He married Lovey Ellen Sherman,
(Ref.97)born Jul.18,1842,died Nov.18,1910(Ref.101),on Dec.14,1859. They had
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• five children.
Annie Melson was the oldest child of John and Ellen Melson,born 1863.(Ref.

90).She married William J.Downing.Their two children were John Downing,and Will-
iam Downing who married a Dodd of Millsboro.DE(Ref.97).William J. and Annie
Melson Downing lived in Wilmington,DE.

William Spicer Melson,the second child of John and Ellen Melson was born
1865.His first wife was Annie Lewis and his second was May Kirk of Delmar,DE.
born 1870.Their children were:(Ref.60)

Mattie Melson,born 1887,married Harvey Kirk.
Lewis Melson,born 1888,married Blanche Long.
John Wesley Melson,born 1890.

Levin Alfred Melson,the third child of John and Ellen Melson,was born 1866.
The name of his wife is not known.They had one son,John Alfred Melson.

Ida Melson,born 1868,was the fourth child of John and Ellen Melson,she mar-
ried Jackson Ellis,born 1862.Their children were:

Mae Ellis born 1882,in Creason,PA.,married Boyd Frennie,born 1882, and
J.Paul Ellis,born 1882,died at the age of 21,married Mary 	 ,born
1882.(Ref.60).

Henrietta Melson,born 1869,was the fifth child of John and Ellen Melson,mar-
riea Samuel Smith,born 1865,a hardware merchant at Laurel,DE.Their children were:

Charles Smith,born 1883,died 1904.
Walter Smith,born 1885,married Bessie Hasting,born 1889.(Ref.60).

Ezekiel Alfred Melson was the ninth child of Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson.He
was born Oct.5,1840,died Mar.17,1911(Ref.98).He married Rebecca Ann Parker,born

• May 12,1845,died Aug.I7,1917,on Oct.19,1866.(Ref.99).She was a daughter of John
and Mahala Lesley Jones Parker.of Melson,MD.After their marriage,Ezekiel moved
with his brothers to Bishopville,Maryland where he became a farmer and a sawmill
operator.Their children were:

Ettie Melson,the first child of Ezekiel and Mahala Melson,was born Sep.
23,1867,died Jan.20,1883(Ref.98).

C.Alfred Thomas Melson,the second child of Ezekiel and Mahala Melson,was
born Nov.22,1869,died Jun.1,1876(Ref.98).

Levin Franklin Melson,the third child of Ezekiel and Mahala Melson,was
born Jun.7,1872,died Apr.26,1932(Ref.90).He married Annie Estelle
Fox,Jul.14,1897.She was born Aug.5,1875,died Aug.3.1955. Levin was
born at Bishopville,MD.He became a lawyer in Wilmington,DE.During his
travels around the communities on the Eastern Shore,he became inter-
ested in the background of the Melson family,and searched the records
in the courthouses for information about the family.Much of our first
knowledge of Daniel Melson Sr.(I) and Daniel Melson Jr(II) and their
families came from his efforts.Levin and Annie had three children:

Marian Estelle Melson, was the first child of Levin and Annie Mel-
son,she was born Apr.6,1898,died Apr.22,1974.She married Walter H.
K.Stommel,born May 16,1893,died May,1952,on May 16,1918.They had
two children:

Henry Melson Stommel,born 27 Sep 1920,died 18 Jan 1992.
He became one of the world's foremost oceanographers.He was
the Professor of Oceanography at Harvard Univ.and Mass.

•
Inst.of Technology,and a Senior Fellow,Woods Hole Oceano-
graphic Institute.He retired from teaching in the 1970's to
devote his time to more research at the WHOI on ocean dynamics.
His early studies of water circulation resulted in the dis-
covery of the massive counter currants underlying the Gulf



7-40

Stream being named the "Stommel Current" in his honor.Henry married Elizabeth
Huntington Brown Dec.6,1950.They had three children.

Matthew Brown Stommel,born May.23,1952
Elijah Wentworth Stommel,born Mar.2,1954
Abigail Stommel,born Dec.10,1955.(Ref.90).

Anne Melson Stommel,the second child of Walter H.K.and Marian Stommel,was
born Aug.5,1923.She never married. She became a Technical Editor for the Un-
ited States Army Research and Development Command,Fort Monmouth,New Jersey.
She retired from this assignment shortly after her mother's death,and is now
a private consultant in publication preparation. For many years,Anne worked
with her mother in researching the Melson family.Both were active in National,
State and DAR activities.She now resides in Red Bank,New Jersey.

John Alfred Melson was the second child of Levin and Annie Melson.He was
born Aug.16,1904,died Mar.24,1906.(Ref.90).

Rebecca Cordelia Melson was the third child of Levin and Annie Melson,she
was born Jul.10,1908,died Mar.13,1971.She married Reah deB.Robinson,Aug.194924.
They had one daughter,Marian Melson Robinson,born May 24,1925.Marian married
Thomas Oran Moore,Jun.6,1945.Their children are:(Ref.90)

Nancy Caroline Moore,born Jan.22,I947.
Ellen Frances Moore,born Dec.31,1950.
Thomas Oran Moore,Jr.,born May 24,1952.

Rebecca and her husband separated,she remarried,on Dec.19,I938,Lester L.Danley.
Mahala Elita Melson was the fourth child of Ezekiel and Rebecca Melson.She

was born May 30,1875,died Jul.30,1875(Ref.98).
Margaret Ann Melson,the fifth child of Ezekiel and Rebecca Melson,was born

• Aug.19,1878,died Sep.25,1878.(Ref.98).
Edith May Melson, the sixth child of Ezekiel and Rebecca Melson,was born

Aug.13,1884.She married Edward Whaley,Oct.7,1903.(Ref.98).
Henrietta M.Melson,Elijah Jr.and Eliza Melson's tenth child,was born

• Mar.17,1844,died Sept.11,1878(Ref.104).She married George W.Parsons.They
lived at Parsonsburg,MD.Their children were: Charles Webb Parsons,married
Nora Hasting Simpson. ;Henrietta Parsons,married George Riggin,their children
were Howard Riggin,Harris Riggin,Gertrude Riggin;Birdie L.Parsons,born 1865,
married Arthur King Parsons,their children were,Marie Parsons,Kathleen Eliza-
beth Parsons.

•
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Daniel Melson III,the oldest son of Daniel Melson II,was born c1745
in the Little Creek Hundred,Suffolk County,Delaware.His first wife was
Leah Wingate,a daughter of Daniel Wingate and Elizabeth Irvine.She was born
c1748 and died c1792.They had two known children,Leah Melson,born c1768
who married a Daniel Wingate,and Mary Melson,born c1770,died c1818 (Ref.
178).Mr.Robert Bittikofer,Westlake,Ohio obtained this information about
the Daniel Melson III family from the Layton Collection,Maryland State
Historical Society,Baltimore,MD "Daniel Wingate married Leah Melson,a
daughter of Daniel Melson,who went to Georgia.Daniel Wingate was born c1745.
Daniel Wingate,1720-1789,married Elizabeth Irvine,daughter of James Irvine
and Lovey Cannon.They had Leah Wingate who married Daniel Melson.Their
daughter,Polly(Mary)Melson,1770-1818,married Isaac Hal1,1765-1813.Their son,
James Hall,married Leah Wingate,1801-1880.Cannon Wingate was a brother of
Leah Wingate Melson."

Mary Melson,as noted,married Isaac Hall(Ref.177) possibly in c1793,
before they emigrated to Hancock County.

After Leah's death,Daniel Melson III married Mary Grace,born c1766,died
after 1850.Mary was a daughter of Thomas Grace and has wife,Sally.Daniel
III and Mary Grace were married c1794.

Daniel Melson III had been farming lands for his father,then those
willed to him by his grandfather,Daniel Melson I ) in Sussex County,DE and
Worcester County,MD.In the 1790's,the United States in payment for service
to the Revolutionary Armies and Militia script entitling those veterans
to tracts of lands in newly opened regions such as the Northwest Territories
of Ohio,Indiana and Illinois and in the states of Geor6ia,and Alabama.Daniel
Melson III was either awarded such script or purchased some.He and his family,
along with many others from the Eastern Shore including the Graces,Parkers,
Gordys,Halls went south to settle.The Atlanta Historical Society,Vol.1,1895,
"Memories of Georgia,page 1080,Heard County"reported Daniel and Mary Grace
Melson migrated by the way of oxcarts from Maryland and settled in Hancock
County County,Georgia.This went on to say "He served with some distinction
as a Soldier in the Patriot Army during the Revolutionary War."

Upon his arrival in Hancock County,GA,Daniel III filed at the Hancock
County Courthouse(HancockCountT Deed Book AB,pages 524-525)a Power of At-
torney drawn by his father,Daniel Melson II on April 25,1795.This Power of
Attorney stated Daniel Melson II appointed his son,Daniel Melson III,of
the County of Sussex,State of Delaware,to act for him in all matters that
he would have done if he(Daniel Melson II)were there.This Power of Attorney
was witnessed by Isaac Hall and Peter Gordy,see 13-11.A year later,1796,
Daniel Melson III returned to Maryland and sold to his father the lands
bequeathed to him by his grandfather,Daniel Melson I.(see page 7-41).

Daniel Melson III purchased from Archibald Smith(Hancock County Deed
Book C,page 332,4 Feb.1799) 110 acres on Sogdam Creek,$214.50.0n the same
day,Daniel Melson III sold 10 acres of this tract(Hancock County,GA Deed
Book F page 5) 10 acres to Miles Greene for $20,00.

Thomas Grace, awl of Jonn Grace (1/30-1802) and Sarah(Sally) Dolby (b.1748),
daughter of Peter & Hannah Melson Dolbee,also emiyrated.His wife was Sally
Maddox.The Hancock County Will Book C 1803 - 1806,page 79 records his will.He
mentioned his wife,Sally,sons James,Joshua,Japtha;dauyhters Polly Nelson,
Patsey Atkinson,Betsy Whaley Tabitha Alford,Peggy and Comfort.

Lee Ann Gerhart,Anchorage,Alaska,is a descendent of the Japtha Grace,
b.1782,and his wife Martha Culver,b.25 Oct.1807,married 13 May,1821,Hancock
County,GA line.
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MHR WORCESTER COUNTY LIBER R FOLIOS 412 & 413,MICROFILM WK711-712

"This Indenture made this tenth day of October one Thousand seven hundred and
ninety six between Daniel Melson Junior of Worcester County State of Maryland
of the one part and Daniel Melson Senior his father of the other part for and
in Consideration of the Sum of One hundred and thirty five pounds lawful money
of the State aforesaid to him in hand paid before the Signing and Sealing of
these presents the receipt whereof he doth hereby confess and acknowledge and
thereof doth acquit Exonerate and discharge the said Daniel Melson Senr his heirs
and assigns forever by these presents hath granted bargained and sold and by
these presents doth give grant bargain and sell unto the said Daniel Melson
Senr his heirs and assigns forever all of the two tracts of land left me by
my Grandfather Daniel Melson decd lying and Situated in Worcester County and
State of Maryland aforesaid one called and known by the name of Good Hope con-
taining One hundred Acres of land per patent,the other called and known by the
name of Addition to Good Hope containing forty-five Acres of Land as per patent,
the farme more or less together with all its rights privileges properties appur-
tenances thereto appretaining or in any manner belonging To have and to hold the
aforesaid bargained premises with the appurtenances thereto belonging to him the
said Daniel Melson Junr his heirs and assigns forever and to no other or purpose
or intent whatsoever and the aforesaid Daniel Melson Junr for himself his heirs
Executors and Admns doth further warrant promise and agree to and with the said
Daniel Melson Senr his heirs Excrs Admns the aforesaid bargained premises with
the appurtenances aforesaid unto him the Said Daniel Melson his heirs and assigns
forever from all persons claiming the farme in by from or under him or them will
warrant and forever defend by these presents- In Witness whereof the said Daniel
Melson Junr hath hereto set his hand and affixed his Seal the day and year above
written.

Signed Sealed and Delivered
in the Presence of
	

DANIEL MELSON JUNR (Seal)
Purnell Johnson
Boaz Walston

Be it remembered that on the day and year Just within the deed written person-
ally appeared before us two of the Justices of the peace for the County afore-
said the within named Daniel Melson Junr and acknowledged all the Lands and pre-
mises in the within deed contained to be the right title Intent and Estate of
the within mentioned Daniel Melson Junr agreeable to the true intent and the
meaning of the within deed and agreeable to the Act of Assembly in such cases
made and provided.

Taken and acknowledged before 	 PURNELL JOHSNON
BOAZ WALSTON

Dec.9th,One thousand seven hundred and ninety-six - Then was delvd unto me the
Subscriber the foregoing deed in Order to be enrolled among the Records of Wor-
cester County which said deed together with the acknowledgment thereon Indorsed
are accordingly recorded among the same Records in Liber R folios 412 & 413.

JOHN C.HANDY CLK."
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Once he had sold his lands in Maryland,Daniel (III) and his family lost no
time returning to Georgia.However,they remained in Hancock County until some-
time after the birth of their second child,Appleton White Melson,in 1801.Then
they moved on to Coweta County,Georgia along the western side of the state.Later,
Daniel (III) moved again,the 1820 Census showed him living in Jones County,where
he apparently died.His widow,Mary Melson was shown in the 1830 census for that
county as a Head of Household with children.By 1850 though,she had returned to
Coweta County and was listed as living with a sister,Comfort Mattox Grace Simms,
and her brother-in-law,John Simms.Comfort Mattox Grace Simms was a younger sis-
ter of Mary Grace Melson.(Ref.106).
Daniel (III) and Mary Grace Melson had five known children:

William P.Melson,born Jul.30,1795,Sussex County,DE.
Appleton(Abelton) White Melson,born c1801,Coweta County,GA.
Elizabeth Melson,born 1807,Coweta County,Ga.m.George Harrison.
Sarah Melson,born c1811,Coweta County,GA.
Mary D.Melson,born c1816,Coweta County,GA.

William P.Melson,the oldest child of Daniel (III) and Mary Grace Melson,be-
came a planter.In the Georgia Land Lottery of 1827,he won land in Morgan County,
GA.(Ref.107). He is also shown as living in Monroe County,GA in the 1830,1840,
1850 Censuses for Georgia.The Census Returns for 1860 and 1870 showed him as a
resident of Talbot County,GA.In the 1880 Census,he and his wife,Daisy V.Shell,
born in South Carolina,c1802,are shown as living with a son,William A. Melson.
William P.and Daisy V.Melson had eight children.William P.Melson died there Jul.
10,1883,and Dolly V.Melson died there Dec.19,1884.Both are buried in the Jones-

", 	
boro City Cemetery,GA.(Ref.106).

William A.Melson was the first child of William P.and Daisy V.Melson.He was
born Feb.14,1821 and became a farmer.He married Emaline S.A.C.Dawson,a daughter
of Davis Williams and Pheriba Alexander Dawson of Upson County,GA.on Nov.21,1848.
Emaline was born Sep.30,1827,died Aug.15,1884.They had five children.

Lavonia Victoria Melson was the first child of William A.and Emaline Mel-
son.She was born April 1850 at Culloden,GA.She married William Edward
Carnes,Mar.13,1879 in Atlanta,GA.He was born Dec.13,1848,a son of
Stephen and Sarah McKown Carnes.William was a merchant and general
contractor. Lavonia was his second wife. His first wife was Cate
Morrow,born 1848,died 1878.William and Lavonia were married in Jones-
boro.GA. They had six children. William died Jul.12,1912.Leonidas
James Melson was a witness to his will which was dated Jul.3,1912.La-
vonia(Aunt Vonnie)Melson Carnes lived to be 102 years old.She died
Jan.5,1952 and is buried with her husband in Section R,Jonesboro
City Cemetery, Jonesboro,GA.(Ref.106).

Lula E.Melson was the second child of William A.and Emaline Melson.She
was born in 1852 at Culloden,GA.She married W.J.Land,born Jan.5,1840,
died Jun.22,1882.They were married Oct.2,1872.She and her husband
are buried in Section R,Jonesboro City Cemetery,Jonesboro,GA.(Ref.106).

Davis Parsons Melson,the third child of William A.and Emaline Melson,
was born Sep.1856 at Culloden,GA.His first wife was Mary Elizabeth
Corley,born Jan.20,1868,Covington,Newton County,GA.Davis and Mary had
seven chldren.He was a farmer and a general contractor.Mary Corley
Melson died May 11,1911.His second wife was Jessie Fuller,born in

• 	

1873,died Jun.16,1965.Davis Parsons Melson died Jun.13,1933.He and
his first wife are buried in Section R,Jonesboro City Cemetery,Jones-
boro,GA.(Ref.106).

Raymond Corley Melson the first child of Davis P.and Mary C.Melson
born May 16,1890,died Jun.10,1982.and buried at Jonesboro,GA.(Ref.106).
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David Percival Melson,the second child of Davis P.and Mary C.Melson,
was born Aug.3,1892.His second wife was Carrie Walling,they were mar-
ried in Tokyo,Japan,Mar.25,1940.He died Nov.30,1977 at LaGrange,GA.and
is buried there in the Shadow Lawn Cemetery.(Ref.106).

Winton Reginald Melson,the third child of Davis P.and Mary C.Melson,
was born in Dec.1894,at Jonesboro,GA.He married Annie Irene Benefield,
Aug.17,1916,at Jonesboro,GA.He died Feb.4,1959 at Marrietta,GA.(Ref.106).

William Corley Melson,the fourth child of Davis P.and Mary C.Melson.
He was born Aug.25,1897.He served in the U.S.Navy in World War I.He mar-
ried Neteth Nash in 1938 at South Bend, Indiana. He died Jan.8,1979 at
Miami,FL.(Ref.106).

Mary Elizabeth Melson,the fifth child of Davis P.and Mary C.Melson,
was born Dec.24,1900,she married Earl Willis Butler Nov.1922.(Ref.106).

Wenona Mildred Melson,the sixth child of Davis P.and Mary C.Melson,
was born Aug.29,1905.She married Robert Samuel Campbell at Alpharetta,
GA.(Ref.106).

Olive Myr]. Melson,the seventh child of Davis P.and Mary C.Melson,was
born Sep.21,1908,she married Albert Wadley Kirkland,Jun.9,1936,at Bruns-
wick,GA.She died Sep.22,1982,at Fort Lauderdale,FL,and is buried there.
(Ref.106).

Leonidas James Melson,the fourth child of William A.and Emaline Melson,was
born Sep.19,1886 at Culloden,GA.He married Annie Sara Dent,a daughter of Ephraim
and Elizabeth Steagall Dent,Oct.7,1886.She was born Feb.11,1864.They were mar-
ried in the First Methodist Church,Newnan,GA.They had four children.Leonidas
James Melson died Aug.6,1919 and Annie Dent Melson on Jun.19,1904.They were
buried at the Oak Hill Cemetery,Newnan,GA.(Ref.106). During their lives,they
lived at Athens and Atlanta,GA.All their children were born in the "Old Nest"
as her parents home on College Street in Newnan.GA. was called.

Elizabeth Dent Melson,the first child of Leonidas and Annie Melson,was
born Jan.27,1889.She never married and died Mar.24,1936 at Asheville,NC.She is
buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery,Newnan,GA.(Ref.106).

Annie Dent Melson,the second child of Leonidas and Annie Dent Melson,was
born Feb.1,1891.She married James Ives Barton,Jun.29,1911 at the Park Street
Methodist Chuch,Atlanta,GA.He was a son of Daniel P.Barton and Margaret Weather-
ly of Baltimore,MD.,where he was born Feb.3,1884.He was associated with the Mary-
land Casualty Company as an insurance executive from 1900 to 1949.During this
period,he was assigned to Baltimore,MD.;Jacksonville,FL.;Detroit,MI.;New York,NY;
and Kansas City,MO.When he retired,they settled in Arcadia,CA.James and Annie
Barton had two sons.He died Dec.12,1971,and she on Jun.14,1972,both at Alhambra,
CA.They were buried in the Forest Lawn Cemetery,Glendale,CA.(Ref.106).

James Ives Barton,Jr.was the first son of James Ives and Annie Melson
Barton.He was born Jul.11,1915 at Jacksonville,FL.He never married.(Ref.106).

Robert Melson Barton,the second son of James Ives and Annie Barton,was
born Apr.22,1922 at Jacksonville,FL.He married Helen Kathleen Dyer,born Dec.6,
1920 at Sparks,NV.on Feb.19,1949.She is a daughter of John Nelson Dyer and Anne
Helen Scott.Robert M.Barton is a lawyer.They live at Newport Beach.CA.Their sons
are Robert Melson Barton.Jr.born Oct.8,1950,and Lawrence Scott Barton,born May
8,1952,both at the Good Samaritan Hospital,Los Angeles,CA.(Ref.106).

Emily Christine Melson,the third child of Leonidas and Annie Melson,was
born Jan.10,1893.She married Robert Erle Wynn,Nov.3,1915 at the Park Street Metho-
dist Church,Atlanta,GA.Their daughter,Elizabeth Melson Wynn,was born Apr.24,1918
at Atlanta,GA.Emily died Dec.19,1984 at Tequesta,FL.and was buried in the Oak
Hill Cemetery,Newnan,GA(Ref.106).
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Leonidas James Melson,Jr.,the fourth child of Leonidas and Annie Melson,was
born Feb.1,1900.He married Helen Lynch,Sep.15,1928,in Cincinnati 3 Ohio.He died
Oct.22,1936,and is buried in St.Joseph's Cemetery,Cincinati.Their son was Robert
Dent Melson,born Oct.28,1932.He married Julia Webster,Oct.30,1964.They divorced
in 1972.Their children are Helen McQueen Melson,born Dec.7,1965,and Julia Christ-
ine Melson,born Feb.5,1968,both in Mobile,AL.(Ref.106).

Appleton White Melson,the second son of Daniel III and Mary Grace Melson,
was born c1801 in Hancock County.GA.,died 1876 in Coweta County,GA.about six
months after the birth of his son,Appleton White Melson,Jr.He is buried in the
Simms Cemetery,Coweta County,GA.He married (1) Penelope Simms,born Dec.25,1807,
Hancock County,GA.a daughter of John and Mary Connell Simms.They were married
Jan.27,1824,Hancock County,GA.Appleton was a farmer.He served in the Seminole
War under Major-General Andrew Jackson.Their children were:

Aladron T.(Lad) Melson,born Feb.4,1827,Coweta County,GA.,died Oct 11,1915,
Hopkins County,TX.He married,1849,Martha Ransom,a daughter of COL.Samuel Ransom,
Heard County,GA.She was born Apr.12,1830,died Jun.27,1909.In 1855,Aladron,his
family,his father,Crogan Ransom(Martha's brother),and others moved to Hopkins
County,TX.forming a community called Bethel.He became a cotton planter.He also
served in the Confederate Army during the Civil War.Their children alive in
1902 were(Ref.108).

William Crogan Melson,born in Hopkins County,TX,Aug.22,1856,died Dec.11,
1920,at Pickton,TX.He married (1) Amanda Formby,born Feb.7,1857,Waldo,Arkansas,
died Dec.21,1881,Pickton,TX.One day,William went to a sawmill for lumber.On
his return,he found his wife dead,lying in front of the fireplace to protect
their children from the fire.Their children were:(Ref.108)

Lola Melson,born Sep.1,1879,Bethel Community,TX.,died May 11,1960,Sulphur
Springs,TX.She married Allie Frederick Payne,born Dec.19,1872,Pine Forest Com-
munity,TX.,died Sep.13,1950,Dallas,TX.He was a son of John Gilman and Mary Eliza-
beth Spence Payne.He became a Doctor and practiced in Sulphur Springs,TX.Their
children were:(Ref.108)

Florence Payne,married a McClanahan.Mary Ruth Payne,never married.Frankie
Dee Payne,married a Hammond.John Gilman Payne,married a Ruth 	 .William Cro-
gan Payne,married Evelyn Irons.James Earl Payne,married Christine Gee.Harry
Allie Payne,born Nov.12,1912,died Aug.3,1976.He married Mozelle Maud Massey,
born Dec.3,1912,Jan.2,1940.Their children were:(Ref.108)

Harry Alan Payne,born Sep.29,1944,Tyler,TX.,married Linda Ann Strickland,
Aug.27,1961.Their children were: Laura Kathryn Payne,born Jun.20,1962; and
Anne Elizabeth Payne,born Mar.16,1976..His second wife is Ann Frances Porter
Laurence.Their daughter is Jane Hopewell Payne,born Nay 6,1979(Ref.108).

John Howard Payne,born Mar.23,1943,married Martha Sue Deaton.
James Gordon Payne,born Nov.18,1946,married Jody Kay Massey.

Lela Melson,second child of William and Amanda Melson,married Sam Minter.
James McCullough Melson,third child of William and Amanda Melson,born

Oct.26,1881,married Verna Rattan McKinney.Their son,Bruce Melson and his wife,
Rubye,live in Sulphur Springs,TX.(Ref.108)

After Amanda's death,William married Dudley E.Formby,a double first cousin
of his first wife.She was born Mar.3,1862,died Sep.5,1952.Their children, were:

Lillian Melson,married James McGlammery.
Looney Melson,born Dec.22,1883,died Mar.16,1899.
Willie Lou Melson,married Jess Passmore.
Carrie Melson,died Aug.1965,married Clovis Mays.
Crawford Melson,married Fannie Stinson,died in Oct.1971.
Allie B.Melson,married Clifton Gillespie,died in 1960's.
Jessie K.Melson,married Leon H.Patrick,died 1979.
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Floy Melson married Grady Kessler
William Ticer Melson married Morna McGlammery,died 1978.
Amanda Melson married a Nelson,died also in 1978.

Alexander Melson,the second son of Aladron and Martha Ransom Melson married
a Willy(Ref.108)

Mary B.Melson,the third child of Aldron and Martha Melson married William
Tyser(Ref.108).

William Henry Melson,the second son of Appleton White and Penelope Simms
Melson,was born May 22,1829 in Coweta County,GA.He also served in the
Confederate Army.He married Martha Holland,born Oct.17,1838,died Jun.4,
1919,a daughter of Thomas and Nancy Maine Holland of Heard County,GA.
William farmed and became a Justice of the Peace for Heard County,GA.
He and Martha had 7 or 8 children,the names of four are known(Ref.108).

Louisa Melson married a Pendergrass.
Nancy Melson married a Ware.
Carrie Melson married Dr.James C.Jackson,Jul.,2,1902,their son was

living in Barnsville,GA.in 1977(Ref.109).
John Holland Melson,born May 20,1870,died Mar.13,1952,married Pene-

lope Stevens,born Oct.24,1879,died Apr.20,1969 on Jul.8,1900.He
was an Educator and helped found West Georgia College,Carrollton,
GA.in 1907.Later he served as the Troup County School Superinten-
dent for 16 years.John and Penelope had three children:

Holland R.Melson,born Mar.11,1901,married Louise Hannah,born
Feb.16,1905,on Jul.23,1927.Their children were:

Holland R.Melson,Jr.,born Feb.8,1930.
Frank Holland Melson,born Mar.5,1933,died May 23,1971.

He married Carole Heffner,born Dec.11,1933 on Dec.6,
1959.Frank became a social worker in Marietta,GA.He
and Carole bought the former Brumby Rocker Company.
The day they reopened,he died of a heart attack.Carole
continued the operations,producing the famed red oak
rocker until 1989,when she had to suspend the business
due to the lack of red oak. They had three children:

Frank Holland Melson,born Dec.3,1960.
Ellen Marie Melson,born Feb.20,1965.
Alex Jeffrey Melson,born Jan.13,1967(Ref.110).

Martha Melson,the second child of John Holland and Penelope
Stevens Melson,was born Oct.5,1907,married Robert Ware,
born May 28,1907,on Dec.29,1932.Their children were:

Holland W.Ware
Virginia Ware.

Frank Baker Melson,the third child of John and Penelope
Melson,was born Mar.2,1914,died Jul.18,1973.He graduated
from Georgia Tech.He married Josephine McDaniel,Dec.
27,1938.He worked in the Bureau of Ships,Navy Dept.dur-
ing WWII.After the war,he became a Consulting Engineer.
He provided me,in 1960,with the first information I
received about the Daniel Melson III line.Daniel and
Josephine had three children(Ref.11l).
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Katherine Melson,born 1940
Frank Baker Melson,Jr.,born 1946,graduated from the U.S.

Naval Academy in 1969.
John Holland Melson,born 1950.

The third child of Appleton White and Penelope Simms Melson was Penelope
Melson.She was born c1835 and married a Houston.They lived in Coweta County,GA.
The only other bit of information about her was according to an old lady there
who told Mrs.Bruce Melson(Rubye) in a conversation in the late 1970's,that she
had known Penelope Melson who had recalled her father as a big,fat man.(Ref.108).

Appleton White Melson's first wife,Penelope Simms descended from a family
that had its roots in the early colonial days of Virginia.Virginia records
show a Grant of 250 acres was awarded Robert Sims in Nansemond County,VA.in
1694.In the same year,a Robert Sims,possibly the son of the first Robert Sims
also received a grant of land.This second Robert Sims married either in 1719 or
1720,Mrs.Phyllis Fort Fiveash,a daughter of George and Elizabeth Fort,Isle of
Wight County,VA.She and her first husband had one son.She married Robert Sims,
who also had been previously married.They had at least one son,Robert Sims,Jr.,
born c1717.Robert Sims died in 1729 in Bertie County,NC.listing four sons,and
other unnamed children in his will.His named sons were Thomas,James,Joseph and
Robert Jr.Phyllis is believed to have married again,her third husband being Row-
land Williams.She died c1760 in Edgecomb County,NC.(Ref.112).

Robert Sims Jr.was most likely born in Nansemond County,VA.He married Mary
Barnes,a daughter of Edward and Sarah Pope Barnes,Edgecomb County,NC.well be-
fore 1760.They lived in Wayne County,NC where he was an official in the Quaker
Church,and held several county positions. He was commissioned a Major for his
services. Robert died in 1791.(Ref.112).Robert Jr.and Mary Sims had eleven
children;Briton,James,Keziah,Mary,Penelope,Susannah,Barnes,Abraham,Benjamin,
Patience,and Robert III.Robert Sims III married Sarah Dickinson.About 1784,they
moved to Hancock County,GA.,then,later,onto Coweta County,GA.Robert Simms III
where he died,Mar.25,1815,Sarah died Jun.25,1850.They had nine children.At this
point,it must be added that the Simms family after settling in Georgia adopted
"Simms" as the preferred spelling for their name.All members discussed from here
on will be written with the name spelled "Simms."

John Simms,the first child of Robert III and Sarah Simms,was born Jun.9,1782,
died Dec.1,1863.His first wife was Mary Connell.Their children were:

Penelope Simms,born Dec.25,1807,died Sep.16,1837,married Appleton White
Melson.

Brittain Simms,the second child of John and Sarah Simms,was born Mar,27,
1809,died Sep.16,1871,never married.

William M.Simms,the third child of John and Sarah Simms,was born Dec.29,
1811.He married Mary D.Melson, a daughter of Daniel III and
Mary Grace Melson,in Coweta County,GA,Sep.14,1834.(Ref.106).

Robert Sims,the fourth child of John and Sarah Simms,first married
Marcella Ransom,later Beatrice Longmire.

Jesse Sims married Jane White.
John Simms married again after the death of his wife,Penelope.His se-

cond wife was Comfort Mattox Grace,born Feb.26,1798 in Hancock County,GA.
She was the youngest sister of Mary Grace Melson,the wife of Daniel Melson
III.Comfort Grace Simms died Jul.18,1880.Their children were:

Benjamin Thomas Sims,born Aug.8,1817,died Oct.26,1888.His first wife
was Nancy Edwards.They had one son.After her death,he married Eliza-
beth Dickinson,born Nov.7,1837,a daughter of Joel Putnam and Martha
Askew Dickinson.They had six children.
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Almira Simms,the second child of John and Comfort Grace Simms was
born Nov.25,1820,died Nov.25,1903.She married Robert Orr.They
had one son.

Franklin Robert Simms,the third child of John and Comfort Simms
was born Mar.8,1823,died Apr.1,1890.He married Susan Gray,Oct.24,
1844.After her death in 1862,he remarried,his second wife was
Mary Lou Speer,They were married Oct.18,1864 in Alabama.They
moved to Texas in 1886.Franklin and his first wife had eight
children,he and his second wife had ten childr en.

James Alexander Simms,the fourth child of John and Comfort Simms,was
born Apr.27,1825,died Jan.1881.He married Emil y Jane Hanson,Oct.8,
1846 in Heard County,GA.They moved to Texas in 1853.They had 12
children.

Susan Simms,the fifth child of John and Comfort Simms,was born Dec.5.
1827.She married Walkins Orr.

John Dickinson Simms,the sixth child of John and Comfort Simms,was
born Dec.19,1830,died Mar.5,1921.He married Louisa Posey Hanson,
Dec.21,1848.She was born May 7,1831,died Jan.8,1913.

Sarah Margaret Simms,the seventh child of John and Comfort Simms,was
born Mar,12,1833.She married James Brittain Ware.

Mary Emily Simms,the eighth child of John and Comfort Simms,was born
Nov.1,1836,died Sep.12,1877,she married Christopher Willis Orr,
Nov.1,1853.After his death,she married William Hughen,Aug.3,1867
(Ref.112).

Appleton White Melson's second wife was Melinda Johnson.They were married
Dec.21,1841,It is believed they had one child.After her death,Appleton
married again for the third tine. His third wife was Mrs.Laura Crain
Crowder,born c1836 .0olied 1893.They were married c1868.Appleton and Laura
had four children:

Aldora Melson,their first child,was born 1869.She married John King,
Feb.20,1881.

Josephine Melson,the second child,was born 1871 and married a Forbes.
Katherine Melson,the third child,was born 1873,she married T.J.O'Neal,

Dec.8,1895.
Appleton White Melson,Jr.,the fourth child,was born 1875.He married

Lizzie Moore,Oct.5,1896,They had one known son,J.R.Melson.He be-
came a Baptist Minister and was living in Newnan,GA.in 1977.
(Ref.109).

Appleton White Melson went to Texas with his oldest son but later returned
to Coweta County,GA.He died about six months after the birth of his youngest
son,in 1876.(Ref.106).

Sarah Melson was the third child of Daniel(III) and Mary Grace Melson.She
was born c1811.She married Abraham Crowley,Jan.9,1831.Sarah and Abraham had
three children: George Thomas Crowley,Andrew J.Crowley,and James Crowley.Ab-
raham Crowley died in 1837.Sarah later married again,her second husband was
Allen Post(Ref.113).

Mary D.Melson, the fourth child of Daniel(III) and Mary Melson, was born
c1815.She married William J.Simms,a son of Robert and Sarah Simms.(Ref.112).

Mrs.Robert Melson Barton in her research tracing her husband's Melson
line obtained a copy of the diary of Elizabeth Steagall who recorded Mary Stea-
gall married Uncle Jim Melson.The Steagall family bible listed Mary F.Steagall,
a daughter of Washington Steagall and Ann Wood,showing she married James W.K.
Melson,born Mar.31,1819 in Georgia,on Sep.21,1858 at her home in Heard County,GA.



•

7-48

Mary Steagall,a daughter of William Washington Steagall and Ann Wood,was born
May.26,1836 in Heard County,GA.She died Nov.26,1859 in childbirth.They were
living in Louisiana at this time.James and Mary Steagall Melson's daughter
was named Mary F.Melson,she was born Nov.26,1859.She married Joseph H.Lane Sr.
They must have had at least one son, Joseph H.Lane,Jr. Mary Melson Lane died
in Georgia and was buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery,Newnan,GA.James W.K.Melson
was a son of Cannon Melson and Elizabeth Collinsworth.Years after the death
of his first wife,he married again.His second wife was Susan A.Ray.They were
married Mar.7,1871.James W.K.Melson died in Coweta County,GA,Apr.25,1884 and
was buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery,Newnan.GA.(Ref.106).

Cannon Melson was most likely a son of Daniel Melson III's brother,
John Melson,who joined him in Hancock County,GA.about 1799.This was the
year he received a bequest of 37 pounds 10 shillings from his father's
estate,see page 3-17.John's will was filed in Hancock County,GA.in 1808(Ref.177).
The name "Cannon" indicated a relationship with Daniel Melson II and his
wife,Lovey Cannon Melson.His being la Coweta County,GA.at the same time
Daniel Melson III and his family were,assures a close tie.Cannon Melson
could have been born about c1794 or so,making him the right age to have
been James W.K.Melson's father.Additional research is needed to continue
tracing the Cannon and James W.K.Melson family to bring this line up to
the present date.

Returning to the Daniel (II) and Lovey Cannon Nelson family,Elijah
Nelson was the oldest,followed by John and Sarah(Sally)with the twins,
Benjamin and Joseph as Daniel's seventh and eighth.Daniel's will indi-
cates Elizabeth and Nancy were minors at his death.

Sarah(Sally), the oldest daughter of Daniel II and Lovey Cannon
Melson was born c1768 in Sussex Coulty,DE.(Ref.97). She married Joseph
Adkins in 1791. Her Grandfather,Daniel Melson I, gave her a wedding gift.

MHR WORCESTER COUNTY LAND RECORDS LIBER N FOLIO 423

"To all people to whom these presents shall concern I Daniel Melson Sen.of
Worcester County State of Maryland do send Greetings Know ye that I the said
Daniel Melson of this County and State aforesaid for and in consideration I
have and bear for my loving Granddaughter Sarah Adkins wife of Joseph Adkins
of this County and State aforesaid have granted unto the said Sarah Adkins
and heirs and to her heirs forever one Negro Girl named Tompy about five years
old of which I before signing these presents I have delivered to the said Sarah
Adkins with my own hand To have and to hold without any manner of consideration.
In Witness whereof I have here unto put my hand Seal this Seventh Day of January
in the year one Thousand Seven Hundred and ninety one in the Fifteenth year of
Independance.

his
Signed Sealed and delivered
	

Daniel Melson
mark

PURNELL JOHNSON 	 (Ref.21)

There is no other information available about Sarah Melson Adkins -other than
she was alive in 1802 when the final settlement of her father's estate was
made and she received her bequest(Ref.43)
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John Melson, the second son of Daniel II Melson,born c1748,He married
Hannah,daughter of William Parsons, Aug.1,1733-1793,and Hannah Hearne.
John and his family emigrated to Hancock County,GA by 1795.His will was
filed for probate before Oct.1808,but is lost.His inventory is on file.
John and Hannah's daughter, Mary,married Isaac Hall, see page 13-28.

Tabitha Melson was the fifth child of Daniel(II) and Lovey Melson,was born
c1773.She married Elijah Gordy,born Jun.4,1776(Ref.114).

Pollie Love Melson,the sixth child of Daniel(II) and Lovey Melson,was born
c1775,she married a Hearn.(Ref.43).

Joseph and Benjamin Melson were twins,the seventh and eighth children of
Daniel(II) and Lovey Melson.They were born Aug.13,1777.Joseph was well educat-
ed for his time and place.His father selected him to be the Executor of his will,
even though Joseph was only 21 years old.Joseph inherited,from his father,lands
in Delaware,and as Executor of Daniel(II)'s will was also appointed Guardian
for his two sisters,Elizabeth and Nancy,who were still minors when Daniel(II)
died.Pages 7-50 and 7-51 are extracts from Joseph Melson's reports to the Sus-
sex County Court for his Guardianship of Nancy Melson.She married James Isaiah Smith
while still a minor,but was not released from her Guardianship until her fath-
er's estate was finally settled,Feb.9,1802.When his father died in 1798,the
estate of his grandfather,Daniel Melson(I),had not been closed.Joseph was ap-
pointed Executor Pro Bonis Non by the courts for closing Daniel Melson (I) es-
tate.Joseph married 	 .Their children were: Polly,born c1800;Samuel
W./born c1801,and Benjamin,born c1803.At his death,pAug.9,1808,Benjamin was
appointed their guardians(Ref.187).

Benjamin Melson,Joseph's twin brother's,branch was traced in Chapter
Three.

Elizabeth Melson,the ninth child of Daniel(II) and Lovey Melson,was born
c1779.She was living in 1802 when her father's estate was settled.She married
a 	 Smith(Ref.43).

Nancy Melson,the youngest child of Daniel II and Lovey Melson,was born
9 Feb.1781.Under the guardianship of her brother,Joseph,she grew up at
her parents home in the Little Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE.It is interest-
ing to note in her brother's report on his Guardianship of her,that in 1800,she
was vaccinated for smallpox.That showed medicine as practiced in 1800 on the
eastern shore was as up-to-date as anywhere else in the world. Nancy married James
Isaiah Smith in 1801 as shown on the receipt signed by her new husband on Sep.
29,1801.The only information about Nancy Melson Smith is found in a Bill of
Sale filed in the Worcester County Clerk's Office on Mar.31,1807 by a Sampson
Wright.He sold to Nancy Smith forlthe sum of $200 six beds and furniture.,one
young mare,one desk,one chest,four heads of hogs, and two cows(Ref.115).

Amelia(Emelia or Milley) Gordy,the wife of Benjamin Melson,was a daughter
of John and Hannah Jackson Gordy of Sussex County,Delaware. The Gordy family
on the Eastern Shore began when an Adrian Gardey landed in Maryland(Ref.114)
in 1675.His name is first found in the will of Michael Disharoone of Somerset
County,MD who bequeathed cattle of his daughter Mary Gardey in 1690.In Disha-
roone's will,the name is spelled as Gordon.No will for Adrian Gardey(Gordy) is
to be found in the records,but an Inventory of his estate submitted in 1715 ex-
ists.In this Inventory his name is shown as Adrian Gordy,alias Bryan Gordon.(Ref.
114). Adrian Gardey is shown to have been transported into Maryland arriving
Jun.8,1675 by William Brereton(Ref.114).

The Rev.Steven Behr in his tracing of the Gordy Family(Ref.114) ascribes
to Adrian Gordy a son,William Gordy,whose records are found in Charles County,
MD.This William Gordy married a Margaret Brooks.Whether William Gordy was a
son of Adrian Gordy and the father of Peter Gordy is debatable.
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•	 Receipt signed by James Isaiah Smithimewly - matried husband . of Nancy Nelson,
acknowledging he had received from Joseph'MelSon,Guardian of Nancy Melson,the
sum of 9.0.0 Pounds,being a part of Nancy's estate bequeathed her by her
father,Daniel Melson. Ref.- Delaware Hall of Records Sussex County Guardian
Accounts.
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Adrian Gordy's wife,Mary Disharoone,died possibly c1697.His second
wife's first name,as shown when the Inventory for his estate was filed
in 1715,was Rosemon(d).Robert Torbert(Ref.125) believes her last name
was Crouch.Whether she was the mother of Moses Sr.Gordy and Peter Gordy
Sr. is not known.The Inventory of Adrian Gordy's estate is shown on page
12-6

Peter Gordy Sr.was born c1710,place not known.He is shown as a substan-
tial planter and paid Taxes to Somerset County for 100 acres in 1733.His
lands were shown in the Wicomico Hundred.Peter Sr's first wife was Hannah
Christopher,a daughter of John Jr.and Hannah Christopher,and a granddaughter
of John Christopher Sr.John Christopher Sr.was transported into Maryland
in 1662 by Francis Billingsley of Calvert County,MD(Ref.170).When released
from servitude 8 Jun.1680,he was awarded a grant of 50 acres(Ref.171).He be-
came a landowner in Somerset County,MD.when he purchased the tract BATTLE-
FIELD"(Ref.172) in Wicomico Hundred.John Christopher is shown as a signatory
of a petition addressed to the King and Queen of Great Britain signed by
many residents of Somerset County Nov.28th.1689 during the protracted
struggle between the then Royal Proprietor and those demanding Maryland
become a Royal Province.This petition is found on pages 349 & 350 of "OLD
SOMERSET ON THE EASTERN SHORE OF MARYLAND,"Clayton Torrance,Regional Pub-
lishing Company Baltimore,MD.reprint 1966.John Christopher's date of death
is not known,he left no will.However,he is shown as having paid taxes in
Wicomico Hundred,Somerset County,MD in 1733 on 150 acres.The 1733 Tax Lists
also show John Christopher Jr,and that of his son,Clement.The lists indicate
John Jr.held 150 acres of land and Clement was living in his household.The

•
will for John Christopher Jr.was filed for probate 29 Jan.1749/50(Ref.173)
In this will,he bequeathed to daughters Hannah Gordy,Grace Morry,Sarah Paris,
Mary Christopher,wife,Hannah,son Clement and grandson,William.

Peter Gordy Sr.is shown to have Patented these tracts:
1735 	 Gordy's Choice 	 100 acres 	 Wicomico Hundred 	 Ref.119.
1746 	 Hog Yard 	 50 acres 	 Ref.120.
1750 	 Brandy Ridge 	 50 acres 	 Ref.121.
173 	 Peters Choice 	 190 acres 	 ?V 	 ft 	 Ref.122.
1773 	 Add.to Gordy's Choice 	 25 acres 	 Ref.123.
1773 	 White Oak Swamp 	 50 acres 	 f1 	 Ref.124.
Sometime before 1763,Peter joined others in signing a petition request-

ing a charter be given for the establisment of Salisbury,MD(Ref.114).
After Hannah's death,he remarried,his second wife was Catherine .His

will,filed for probate Jul.15,1775,the same day as that of Moses,his bro-
ther,WORCESTER COUNTY WILLS LIBER JW#4 FOLIOS 291-293 read:

"In the name of god amen,the twenty second day of June in the year of our
lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy two,I peter gordy sen.of Worcester
County and province of maryland planter being in good health at present and in
perfect mind and memory thanks be to god for the same therefore calling to mind
the mortality of my body and knowing that it is appointed for all men once to
die do make and ordain this my last will and testament.

Imprimis,I give and bequeath to my son John Gordy one negro fellow named
Major to him his heirs and assigns forever.

I give and bequeath to my son Peter Gordy one hundred acres of land called
Gordy's Choice lying and being in Somerset County otherwise called Worcester

•
County to him his heirs and assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath to my son Peter Gordy all the tract of land
called Addition to Gordy's Choice provided he never claim anything of a sum
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money out of my Estate for what he gave Daniel Melson on account of my part I
bought a land warrant of Peter Callaway for said land and if he does then the
said land to be his brother John Gordy's if not I give it to Peter Gordy afore-
said his heirs and assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath to my son Peter Gordy twenty five acres of land,
part of a tract called Brandy Ride to him his heirs and assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath to my son John Gordy two tracts of Land lying
and being in Worcester County --- the one named Hog Yard and the other named
Parker's Mistake each tract containing Fifty acres as patents will more plain-
ly appear.The aforesaid tracts of land I give to him his heirs and assigns for-
ever.

Item I give and bequeath to my daughter Levinah now wife of Isaac Wootten
one Large cupboard markt L.G. and a garnished Trunk one pair of Silver Sleave
buttons.

Item I give and bequeath to my son John Gordy twenty five acres of land
part of a tract called Brandy Ridge containing fifty acres of land lying and
being in Worcester County the aforesaid twenty five acres to be laid out for
him next to his now dwelling plantation the aforesaid twenty five acres I give
to him'his heirs and assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath to my son Peter Gordy twenty five acres of land
part of a tract called High Ridge to him his heirs and assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Catherine one third of my Es-
tate after the above legacies are paid.

Item I give and bequeath the remainder of my personal Estate to be Equally
divided amongst my children hereafter named (viz) Moses Gordy,Peter Gordy,John
Gordy, my daughter Mary Crouch,Sarah wife to John Parker,Eunice wife to James
Methvillian and,Levinah wife to Isaac Wootten.

Item I do hereby constitute and ordain my son Peter Gordy to be my only
and sole executor of this my last will and testament and I do hereby utterly
disannull all other wills legacies & bequests by me heretofore made ratifying
and confirming this and no other to be my last will and Testament in witness
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year above written.
Signed sealed published and pronounced by the said Peter Gordy as his last will
and testament in the sight of us.

JOHN WILLIAMS SR 	 his
JOHN WILLIAMS JR 	 PETER GORDY
MARY WILLIAMS 	 mark

July 15,1775 then came John Williams junr and Mary Williams the subscribing
witnesses to the foregoing will and made oath on the holy evangels of almighty
god they saw Peter Gordy the testator sign seal and heard him publish pronounce
and declare the same to be his last will and testament and that at the time of
his so doing he was to the best of their apprehension of a sound disposing mind
and memory and understanding and that they subscribed their names as witnesses
to be the said will in the presence of the testator and at his request."

Peter Gordy Jr.(II) was the oldest child of Peter and Hannah Gordy,he was born

	

c1735,died c1788.He married Elinor(Nellie) 	 mc1760.They lived in
Worcester County,MD.He was a planter like his father.They had these child-
ren:( Ref.125).

Leonard Gordy Sr.,born c1765,married Elizabeth Parker,c1785.They moved
to Hancock County,GA,where he died 1807.

	

William Gordy,born c1766,married Elinor 	 ,c1788.They also went to
Hancock County, GA.
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Elinor Gordy,the third child,married Elisha Parker.
Polly Gordy,the fourth child,married William Hearn.
Betty Gordy,the fifth child,married Elyah Moore.
Peter Gordy III,born c1776,died 1844,in Muscogee County,GA.,married

Ruth (Wilson?).
John Gordy,the second child of Peter I and Hannah Gordy,was born Nov.25,

1740(Ref.117),died Nov.15,1802.He married Hannah Jackson,born Oct.3,
1740,died Nov.24,1813(Ref.117).John was a planter with most of his
lands in the Little Creek Hundred,Sussex County,DE..His will read:

DHR HALL OF RECORDS ARCHIVES VOLUME A72,FOLIO 198,1801.

In the name of God amen,the twenty eighty day of February in the year
of our Lord Eighteen hundred and one. I John Gordy,planter of Sussex County
and State of Delaware Being very weak and Low in Body But of perfect mind and
memory Thanks be to God,Therefore Calling to mind the mortality of my Body and
Knowing it is appointed for all men once to Die Do make and ordain This my Last
Will & testament that is to say principally and First of all I give and recom-
mend my Soul into the hands of Almighty God that gave it and my body I recommend
to the Earth to be buried in Decent Christian manner at the Discretion of my Ex-
ecutors,Nothing Doubting but that at the General resurrection I shall receive
the same again By the mighty power of God & as touching such Wordly Estate Where-
with it hath pleased God to Bless me With in This Life I give Devise and Dispose
of in the following manner and form viz.

First I give and bequeath unto my son Nathan one Negro boy called London
to him & his heirs & assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath unto my son Jackson Gordy one still with cap and
worm & one Negro man called Major,& all my Wearing apparel to him & his heirs
& assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Milley one Negro girl called Case
allso one Negro boy called Bill all to her and her heirs & assigns forever.

Item I give and bequeath into my Daughter Hannah one Negro boy called Jacob
after my Wife's decease and one Negro girl call Grace and one bed & furniture &
one Cow & Calf all to her & her assigns.

Item I give & Bequeath unto my well beloved Wife Hannah my houses & planta-
tion & all the Land I now possess and all my moveable estate that is not Willd
away & a Negro boy Jacob all to her During her natural.Life and one Negro Woman
calld Leah to Dispose of as she pleaseth and all the remainder of my moveable
Estate I Define to be Equally Divided Between my Four Children Nathan & Jackson
and Milley and Hannah all to them and their heirs and assigns forever.

Also I give & Bequeath unto my son Elijah Gordy all the Land that I Now
possess after my wife's death to Him and his heirs and assigns forever.

Also I appoint my Wife Hannah my Whole and Sole Executor of this my Last
Will and Testament Ratifying and & confirming this my Last Will and testament
and I do hereby utterly Disannull Disallow & Revoke all other Former Wills and
Legacies and Bequests by me heretofore made In Witness Whereof I have hereunto
Set my hand and Seal the day & year above written.

Signed Seald published and pronounced by the Said John Gordy as his Last
Will and testament in the presence of John Williams,Thomas Freeny,Peter Freeny
(signed) John Gordy.
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Sussex County memo this 14th day of December Anno Domini 1802 Before me
Phillip Kollock Register appointed for the probate of Wills and Granting
letters of Administration for the County aforesaid appeared Thomas Freeny
and John Williams two of the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing Will
who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God did dispose and
say that they were present hearing the testator John Gordy did sign seal
publish pronounce declare the same to be his last Will and Testament and
that at the doing thereof he was in a sound disposing mind memory and judg-
ment & that they together with Peter Freeny signed the same as witnessed in
the presence of the Testator and with his regard,Phillip Kollock Reg."

The Sussex County Tax Assessments for the Years 1803-1804 list Hannah
Gordy as possessing a plantation of 284 acres in the Little Creek Hundred.

Nathan Gordy,oldest child of John and Hannah Gordy,born Feb.1,1761,died
pJul.1,1851,married c1784,Lavenia 	 ,d pApr.8,1852.They lived in
Salisbury,MD.They had two known children(Ref.114);

Mary Gordy,born Feb.7,1798,died Oct.20,1871,married William S.West,born
Apr.3,1794,died Dec.8,1862.Their children were(Ref.178);
Nathan Gordy West,born Aug.26,1821,died Sep.20,1887,married Mary E.L.

Melson,dau.of Elijah II and Eliza Melson,Dec.14,1846.
Lavenia S.West,born Nov.25,1825,died Apr.9,1901,married Nov.22,1849,

Joseph Greensbury White,born Jan.31,1828,died Jan.4,1901.
John West,born 1827,married Eleanor Short Melson,dau of Elijah

II and Eliza Melson,born Jun.7,1829.
Nancy West,born Mar.20,1833,died Aug.16,1869,married Peter

Blades,born Jan.4,1824,died Nov.16,1869.
Thomas West,married Jan.9,1855,Levinah Gordy.
Marie J.West,born Mar.15,1837,died Apr.1,1933,married Aug.22,1857,

James E.Evans,born Mar.4,1835,died Sep.8,1892.
Margaret West,married Eli Gordy.
Hannah West,married Aug.5,1847,Benjamin Parker.
Sallie West,married May 18,1847,Joshua Johnson.
Elizabeth West,married Jan.12,1842,Benjamin Riggin.
William T.West,married Lavenia B.Gordy,Jan.9,1855.

Spicer Gordy,the second child of Nathan and Lavenia,born 1804,married,Apr.
1,1828,Eleanor Hasting,born 1807,dau.of William and Hannah Hasting,sister
of Eliza Hasting Melson.Their children were:

Eli W.Gordy,born 1829.
Benjamin H.Gordy,born 1832,married cNov.29,1853,Charlotte E.Dennis.
Lewis Gordy,born 1834,married Annie 	 ,born 1836(Ref.114).
Lavenia E.F.Gordy,born 1836,married Dec.14,1854,George W.Hearn(Ref.102).
Isabella Gordy,born 1839(Ref.126).
Mary Gordy,born 1841,married Dec.3,1864,David S.Lewis(Ref.l27).
Margaret Gordy,born 1844 (Ref.126).
Josiah B.Gordy,born 1849(Ref.126).
Hanson P.Gordy,born 1852,married Theodora,born 1852(Ref.127).

Thomas Gordy,the second child of John and Hannah Gordy,born Jan.18,1763,
died Dec.9,1849,married Aug.24,1827,wife's name not known(Ref.117).

Jackson Gordy,the third child of John and Hannah Gordy,born May 11,1765,
died Dec.18,1835,married Feb.20,1788,Nancy Wootton,born Feb.2,1770.
(Ref.117).They had twelve children,those named in Jackson's will were:
Thomas J.Gordy,Lotty Gordy Matthews,Polly Gordy,Hetsey Gordy Cooper,
Nancy Gordy,Seth Gordy,Isaac Gordy,Kendal Gordy,John Gordy(Ref.114).
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Polly Gordy,the fourth child of John and Hannah Gordy,born 8 Oct.1774,
died 14 Mar.1841,never married(Ref.117).

Elijah Gordy,the fifth child of John and Hannah Gordy,born 4 Jun.1776,
died 8 Nov.1841,married Tabitha Melson,daughter of Daniel II and
Lovey Melson,see Chapter Three(Ref.117).

Emelia(Milly) Gordy,the sixth child of John and Hannah Gordy,born 10 Jun.
1780,died 17 Jan.1858,married 1 Apr.1798,Benjamin Melson,son of
Daniel II and Lovey Melson,see Chapter Three(Ref.117).

Hannah Gordy,the seventh child of John and Hannah Gordy,born 25 Mar.
1785,died 24 Nov.1813,married 18 Jun.1801,Jacob Morris(Ref.117).

Moses Gordy,the third child of Peter Gordy I and Hannah Christopher Gordy,
born c1741,his wife's name was Ann 	 (Ref.117).

Levinah Gordy,the fourth child of Peter Gordy I and Hannah Christopher Gordy,
born c1742,died after 1775,married Isaac Wootten,also died after 1775(Ref.
117).

Sarah Gordy,the fifth child of Peter I and Hannah Gordy,born 11 Oct.1743,died
28 Sep.1825 in Hancock County,GA.She married John Parker,born 25 Sep.1740,
died 3 Mar.1793,on 30 Jun.1760 in Sussex County,DE.He was a son of George
and Sarah Parker of Sussex County,DE.Their children were:(Ref.177)

Hannah Parker,born 21 Apr.1761 in Sussex County,DE.,died probably in
Baldwin County,GA.,married Levi King.

Jacob Parker,born 2 Aug.1764 in Sussex County,DE.,died in Greene County,
GA.,17 Nov.1812/3.

Priscilla Parker,born 12 Apr.1767 in Sussex County,DE.,died 2 Apr.1845
in Hancock County,GA.,married John Calloway,born 1766 in Sussex
County,DE.,died c1848 in Hancock County,GA.They migrated to Hancock
County,c1792.

John Parker,born 22 Jun.1769 in Sussex County,DE.,died 28 Jun.1818 in
Hancock County,GA.,married Patty Hogan.

Elizabeth Parker,born 28 Apr.1772 in Sussex County,DE.,died 8 Feb.1866
in Hancock County,GA.married c1798,James C.Humphries,born c1770/
1780,died before 1836 in Hancock County,GA.They migrated from
Sussex County by 1796.

Mary Parker,born 20 Aug.1774 in Dorcester County,MD.,died 12 Dec.1861
in Greene County,GA.She married her first cousin,Samuel Parker,a son
of John Parker's brother,George,he was born 2 Jun.1774 in Worcester
County,MD.,died 12 Dec.1861 in Greene County,GA.

William Parker,born 27 Jan.1778 in Dorcester County,MD.,died at Pratt-
burg,Talbot County,GA.15 Nov.1857,married Christiana Matthews,born
1780,died 21 Jul.1817.

Peter Parker,born 20 Oct.1780 in Dorcester County,MD.,died 14 Apr.1861
in Trinity County,Texas,married c1804 Ann Tool,born 24 Apr.1784,
in South Carolina,died c1875.

Elisha Parker,born 5 Dec.1784 in Dorcester County,MD,died 2 Nov.1820
in Baldwin County,GA.married 2 Nov.1805,Nancy Baker,born 4 Aug.1787
in Marietta,Cobb County,GA.,died 9 Jul.1820 in Baldwin County,GA.

John Parker descended from a family that was traced to Southampton,England
(Ref.177).

George Parker,born 1550,married Margery 	 . A son was William Par-
ker,born c1570.His second wife was Wilmott Rorgett,a son was John Parker,who
married Marie 	 .One of their sons was George Parker,married Florence
Cade and emigrated to Accomack County,VA.One of their sons was George Parker Jr.
who married Sarah 	 .The John Parker who married Sarah Gordy was a son.
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John Parker was a Revolutionary War veteran.he received a Land Grant for
his war services from the Governor of Georgia on 10 Jul.1784.He sold his Dor-
cester County,MD.plantation 'SNOW HILL' to Nathan Gordy,16 Jul.1784 and migrated
to Georgia where he accepted his land grant of 287k acres in what became Hancock
County on the Oconee River 23 Sep.1784.The deed for his Dorcester,MD.property
was filed in Aug.1789(Ref.177).

Mary Gordy,the sixth child of Peter I and Hannah Christopher Gordy,born
c1754,married a Crouch(Ref.117).

Eunice Gordy,the seventh child of Peter I and Hannah Christopher Gordy,born
c1757,married James Methvillian.

Lovey Cannon Melson,the oldest child of Benjamin and Milly(Emelia) Gordy Mel-
son,was born in Worcester County,MD as were all their children,22 Nov.1798,
died 23 Jun.1866,married 22 Dec.1814,Jacob Jones,born 24 Sep.1785,died
14 Jul.1866.He was a son of the purchaser of Middle Plantation from the
estate of Daniel II and Lovey Cannon Melson near Lowes Crossroads,Sussex
County,DE.Jacob inherited this tract and lived on it all his life.They
had 13 children(Ref.130):

Nancy Summer Jones,born 5 Aug.1816,died 23 May 1900,married 9 Aug.1832,
Josiah W.Collins,born 1810.They had seven children(Ref.130).

Benjamin Reed Jones,born 7 Nov.1817,died 22 Jan.1835,never married
Ref.130).

Nathaniel Wright Jones,born 27 Dec.1819,died 10 Jan.1847,married 10 Jan.,
1846,Eliza Hearn(Ref.130).

Joseph Sharp Jones,born 24 Jul.1821,married 15 Jul.1843,Eliza C.Burris.
They had one son and two daughters(Ref.130).

Mary Rodney Jones,born 28 Jun.1823,died 16 Jan.1908,married 1 Jun.1848,
Wingate Downs,born c1813.They had eleven children(Ref.130).

Amelia Gordy Jones,born 14 Oct.1824,married Joseph Collins.They had
one daughter(Ref.130).

Isaac Short Jones,born 15 Aug.1824,died 28 Sep.1899,married 4 Nov.1847,
Charlotte Ann Hearn,born 29 Sep,1829,died 21 Oct.1902.They had ten
children(Ref.130).

Sally Melson Jones,born 19 FEb.1828,married c1828 Uriah Short,born
c1818.They had seven children(Ref.130).

George Washington Jones,born 11 Dec.1829,died 23 Dec,1900,married
c1855,Nancy Hester West,born 1 Mar.1834,died 19 Apr.,1897.They
had nine children(Ref.130).
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Rebecca McElwee Jones,born Mar.6,1832,died 1883,married Benjamin
B.West,born 1828.They had six children.(Ref.130).

Love Jane Jones,born Oct.2,1833,married c1853,George T.West,born
c1834.They had two children.

Hannah Elizabeth Jones,born Nov.21.1835,died Aug.28,1864,married
James Warren Smith,born Jun.30,1827,died Jul.22,1868.They had
four children.

Jacob Samuel Jones,born May 28,1844,died Aug.27,1933,his first
wife was Julia A.Magee Phillips,born Sep.3,1839,died Oct.22,1900.
They were married Jan.26,1865.They had five children.His second
wife was Sarah Eleanor James Warrington,born Nov.26,1865,died
Dec.9,1951.They had two children:Mary Ruth Jones,born Jan.28,
1906,and Ida Pauline Jones Mills,one of the authors of (Ref.130).

Hannah Jackson Melson,the second child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson,
was born Jun.16,1900,died Jul.26,1879.She married William John Downing,Feb.26,
1822(Ref.131). He was born Sep.27,1785,died Apr.9,1851. They lived in Sussex
County,DE.They had fourteen children,the names of seven are known:

J.Wesley Downing,born Feb.12,1824,died Jan.23,1899,married Sarah C.____,
born May 22,1830,died Nov.20,1915(Ref.10).

Jane Downing
George Downing
Burton Downing
Henrietta Downing
William Thomas Grove Downing,married Delia Catherine Wainwright.One

son was Norris Burwick Downing,died 1969,married Susan Emily Pris-
cilla Jackson,died 1956.Their children were:

Clarence Burwick Downing,died 1969,married Mildred Wright.
Fulton J.Downing,died 1971,married Anne C.Harrison.
Mary Catherine Downing,married Sept.8,1988,to T.Moore Holcombe
IV.Catherine has been very active in genealogy and with public
affairs for Milford, Sussex County, and the State of Delaware.
(Ref.131).

Margaret T.Downing,never married(Ref.131).
Polly Gordy Melson,the third child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson,was

born Oct.14,1803,died Sep.4,1824,married William Smith,in Sussex County,DE,Aug.
6,1824.(Ref.132).

George Armstrong Melson,the fourth child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson,
was born Nov.13,1805,(Ref.132).George drowned in the Ohio River near Cincinn-
ati 3 Ohio in 1836.He never married.

Salley(Sarah) Melson,the fifth child of Benjamin and Milley Melson,was born
Nov.15,1807,died in Jul.1839.She married Henry Brewington,cFeb23,1830(Ref.40).
Henry was born before 1810 in the WiCOMiC0 Hundred,Worcester County,MD.He was
a farmer and accompanied Salley's parents to Shelby County,MO.Henry purchased
land near Benjamin's tracts in Shelby County.He died in the Fall of 1844.
They had five children:

Lovey Jane Brewington,born Jan.1,1831,died Jun.17,1899,married (1)Oct.6,
1847 John Robinson,died c1848.Her second husband was George William
Hall,born Feb.7,1829,died cFeb.18,1912.He was a son of James Hall,
born c1806,died 1832,married Aug.9,1828,Louisa Grey,born c1810,died
Mar.3,1891(Ref.40).Lovey Jane Brewington Robinson and George W. Hall
were married Jun.28,1849.They had six children:

James H.Hall,born c1851.



7-59

Thomas B.Hall,born c1854,died Mar.18.1936,married c1880,Lil-
lie Elizabeth Wilson,born c1856,died c1885(Ref.133).

Joseph B.Hall,born c1855(Ref.133)
William P.Hall,born c1859(Ref.133).
Martha S.Hall,born c1864,died Mar.1949,married Mar.3,1898,J.
Edward Hines ,,died Feb.11,1949(Ref.133).
George M.Hall,born c1876,died c1914,never married(Ref.133).

Louisa Grey Hall remarried after the death of James Hall.Her second husband
was William Webb of Worcester County,MD.The Webbs emigrated to Marion Co.
MO then to Shelby County,MO.

George William Hall became a farmer in Shelby County,MO.He and Lovey had
ten children,six of whom are listed above.Their son,Thomas B.Hall,
went west in the 1870's.He joined forces with his cousin,James Asbury
Melson,at Heppner,OR in real estate ventures.He later homesteaded
near Bruneau,ID.His grandson,Thomas Hall and wife,Celia,live on a
ranch at Bruneau,ID settled by his father.They have three children.
Charles,Thomas,and Mary.

James Hall and his wife,Louisa Grey Hall also had a second son,Thomas P.
Hall,born c1831,died c1854.

Benjamin S.Brewington,born 1833,was the second child of Henry and Sally Mel-
son Brewington(Ref.134).

Sampson S.Brewington,born 1835,married May 7,1857, Elizabeth Wailes,born
1833.(Ref.134).

Mary Jane(Polly)Brewington,born 1836,married Sep.11,1873,married George
H.Boyce,(Ref.135).

Thomas George Brewington,born 1838(Ref.134)
After Sally's death,Henry declined to raise their children.Lovey went to live
with her grandmother,Milley Gordy Melson at the home of her uncle Benjamin Na-
than Melson;Benjamin S.Brewington lived with his uncle,Sampson D.Melson;Mary
Jane Brewington was taken in by her aunt,Jane Melson Parker;Thomas George Brew-
ington went to his uncle,William Brewington.Henry continued farming until his
death in the Fall of 1844.(Ref.134)

John Melson,the sixth child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson,was born
in Worcester County,MD,Feb.1,1810,died Fall of 1843 in Shelby County,MO.John
married Elinor Elliott,born c1815,died before 1850,a daughter of Jacob B.and
Sally E.Elliott,Little Creek Hundred,Sussex County,Delaware,Aug.29,1831.(Ref.
134). John and Elinor Elliott Melson went to Shelby County,Missouri with his
parents in 1837,where he farmed near his parents.John and Elinor Melson had
five children:

Sarah(Sally) Melson,born 1835 in Delaware,married James W.Christian.
(Ref.136), May 22,1851. For reasons not know,after the death of her
grandfather,Benjamin Melson,Sally and her husband sued her brothers
and sister,over the division of the property left their parents in
Benjamin Melson's will.The case was not settled until Jun.8,1855,
when the Shelby County Circuit Court awarded to Sally and James,the
same amount of property she would have received as her share of her
father's bequest from his father,Benjamin Melson.This suit must have
been for legal purposes as it was not contested by her brothers and
her sister.What it did was delay the closing of Benjamin Melson's
estate until after this award was made by the Court.

In addition to this,Sally was the recipient along with her brothers
and sister of a bequest from her maternal grandfather,Jacob Elliott.

Her maternal grandfather had left his estate to his wife for life
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tenancy,after her maternal grandmother's death,her uncle,Benjamin Ell-
iott filed a petition in the Sussex County,DE.Orphans Court,File Plots
F No.E-l,dated Mar.25,1877 requesting the Court settle his father's es-
tate.In this petition,he said his father,Jacob Elliott,had died on or
about Mar.20,1841,and his mother had recently passed away.Benjamin list-
ed among the surviving heirs,Sally Melson and three brothers and sisters,
names unknown,all the children of Elinor Elliott,wife of John Melson.
The Court awarded to Sally and the three others their share of the es-
tate.Obviously,Sally and her brothers and sisters had not kept in touch
with their uncle,Benjamin,as there were five children.

Sally and James Christian's family,if any,is not known.Sally Melson
Christian died in 1893.

Jacob B.Melson was the second child of John and Elinor Elliott Mel-
son,born Jul.9,1837, married Eliza Adeline Blackford,Sep.2,1858.
She was born in 1838,a daughter of Anthony Blackford of Shelby
County,MO.Jacob farmed in the Clay Township,Shelby County,MO.They
had five children.Eliza died Jan.27,1872.

Mary G.Melson,the oldest child of Jacob B.and Eliza Melson,
was born in 1859.(Ref.137).

Charles W.Melson,the second child of Jacob and Eliza Melson,
was born at Sedalia,M0,1860.After he grew up on his par-
ents farm,he went to Texas.There he married Mary Eliza-
beth Payne,c1887,she was born Nov.4,1866 at Lone Oak,TX,
a daughter of William and Mary Frances Weatherly Payne.
Their children were:

Charles Frank Melson,their first,was born Jan.6,1889
at Emory,TX.He attended Grayson College,then enlisted
in the U.S.Marine Corps when World War I erupted.While
stationed at Tiburon,CA.he married Pauline Elizabeth
Anderson,born Jun.2,1890,died Apr.25,1976.She was a
daughter of Edwin Oliver Olson and Elizabeth Ann Cor-
dell,she had been adopted as a child by Harvey Ander-
son after her parents were divorced.Charles and Paul-
ine had one son.Charles Frank Melson remained in the
U.S.Marine Corps after WWI and died while a patient on
USS REPOSE in San Diego Harbor,CA,Mar.20,1935.

William Harvey Melson was born Oct.15,1919 in San
Franciso,CA.He also became a Marine in WWII.He
married Janet Cecilia McClean,Apr.12,1947.She
was born Jan.11,1921,a daughter of Donald Wynn
and Jane Creighton McClean.They have six children.

Charles David Melson,born Nov.17,1948,graduated
from Sonoma State Univ,1970,and was commis-
sioned in the U.S.Marine Corps,He married Lt.
Janet Ann Pope,USN(NC),born May 23,1952 in
Roswell,NM,a daughter of James Leonard and
Helen Marie Droigk Pope.She received her
degree in Nursing at the Univ of Virginia,
and served in the USN 1975-1979.Their child-
ren are David Andrew Melson,born May 25,1980,
at Camp Pendleton,CA.,and Katherine Ann Marie
Melson,born Aug.16,1982 at Annapolis,MD.
(Ref.137)
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Donald William Melson,the second child of William Harvey and
Janet McClean Melson,born Apr.10,1950,married Sarah Tandy in
1970.They live in Novato,CA.(Ref.137)

Gabriel Jane Pauline Melson,the third child of William and Janet
Melson,born Nov,19,1955,married John Kosterman,Oct.21,1978,both
are career U.S.Marines.(Ref.137).

John Melson,the fourth child of William and Janet Melson,born 1957.
Died at age six months.(Ref.137).

Elisa Andrea Melson, the fifth child of William and Janet Melson,
born Apr.12,1956.She is a respiratory Therapist in Greenbrae,CA.

Kristen James Melson,the sixth child of William and Janet Melson,
born Jul.6,1960.(Ref.137).

Addie Melson,the second child of Charles and Mary Payne Melson,born
c1890,died c1970,never married (Ref.137).

Mary Melson,the third child of Charles and Mary Payne Melson,born
c1894 married a Carter(Ref.137).

Nancy D.Melson was the third child of Jacob B.and Eliza Melson,born c1862
married Edwin R.Wailes,born 1858,in 1883.(Ref.138).

Dora E.Melson,the fourth child of Jacob and Eliza Melson,born c1860,married
Edward Gould.They moved to Seattle,WA.,where her older brother Charles W.
Melson visited them frequently.(Ref.137).

Ernest L.Melson,was the fifth child of Jacob and Eliza Melson.There is no
other information about him(Ref.138).

Jacob B.Melson remarried after the death of his first wife.His second wife
was Mrs.Clementine Blackford Anderson,a cousin of his first wife.They were
married Jan.17,1875.(Ref.138).

James H.Melson was the third child of John, and Elinor Elliott Melson.He
was born Jan.16,1839,died May 24,1917.(Ref.138).

William Garretson Melson,the fourth child of John and Elinor Melson,was
born Apr.19,1841,died May 11,1914.After the death of his parents,he
grew up in the home of Sampson Davis Melson,his uncle.After Sampson
Davis Melson and his family emigrated to Oregon in 1864,William remained
in Missouri.He married Emily A.Pierce,a daughter of John C.and Pauline
Pierce of Macon County,MO.Sep.27,1866.Their children were:

John William Melson,born c1868.After he grew up,he moved to Ellenberg,
WA.where he married Allie Nervesta Wheelis,born Mar.16,1870 at Stock-
ton,CA.on Jan.31,1889.He was a Painting Contractor at this time.After
their marriage,they moved to Bellingham,WA for ten years,then they
moved to Minden,Nebr.to be near his father in 1899 staying until 1903.
They returned to Spokane,WA.where they remained the rest of their lives.
Their children were:

Ray Oren Melson,born Oct.20,1889,Bellingham,WA.,died Apr.20,1890.
Willeta Emma Melson,born Sep.13,1892,Bellingham.WA.,married Jul.30,

1913,James Lawrence Connors,born Nov.1,1889.Their children were:
Donald Melson Connors ,born Jul. 13, 1914, Spokane,WA.
James Melson Connors,born Jun.7,1920,Spokane,WA.

Cecil Howard Melson,born Aug.20,1894,Bellingham,WA.,married in 1914,
Gertrude Dorothy Burns,born Aug.18,1896.They had one son,

John William Melson,born Mar.3,1915,Spokane,WA.
Eunice Irene Melson,born Aug.1,1896,Bellingham,WA.married Jun.30,

1926,Robert Benjamin Utterberry,born Mar.20,1895.They had no
children and lived in Spokane,WA.
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Lloyd Alton Melson,born Oct.20,1898,Bellingham,WA.married Jul.1922
Bessie June McEwen at Spokane,WA.In 1933,They moved to Seattle,WA.
Their sons were:

Mark Alton Melson,born Jan.16,1924.
Jack Melson,born Feb.16,1928.

Paloma Blanch Melson,born Apr.13,1901,Minden,NE.married Feb 11,1928,
Luchias B.Hampton,in Seattle.Their daughter was Dolores Paloma
Hampton,born Apr.18,1930.

Mona Teressa Melson,born 26 Feb.1903,Minden NE,married 18 Aug.1925,
Kenneth William Mace,Spokane,WA.Their daughter was Dortha Mona
Mace,born 18 Apr,1930.

Earl Howard Melson,born 24 Aug,1905,Spokane,WA.,married 6 Sep.1925,
Susie Irene Marsh,born 29 May 1905.Their daughter,Betty Jean Mel-
son,born 11 Jul.1926.

Gertrude Ethel Melson,born 23 Mar.1909,Spokane,WA.,married 1 Nov 1930,
Lawrence Anton Held,born 21 Dec.1900.Their son was Lawrence Anton
Held JR,born 14 May 1932,Spokane,WA. Ref.139 applies to all of the
members of the John William Melson family.

Paulina(Ella) Melson was the second child of William Garretson and Emily
Pierce Melson,she was born in 1869 and married a Dennis.(Ref.140).

Mary Alice Melson,the third child of William and Emily Melson,was born
Dec.5,1871,died Sep.28,1958,she married John Logan Hodgin,Nov.9,1890.
They had three children:Ref.140)

Basil Hodgin,born Nov.5,1898,died Nov.5,1898.
Mary Alice Hodgin,born Jan.16,1903,married Kenneth Murchison 01-

ver,Oct.20,1920.Their daughter was Beatrice Margaret Oliver,
born Jul.15,1922,married on Feb.22,1942,Alexander J.McDonald,
Jr.They have Darrel Scott McDonald,born Oct.16,1943,and, Sheryl
Lee McDonald,born Sep.25,1947.

Floyd Melson Hodgin,born Jul.10,1909,died 1986.He became a Forest-
er with the U.S.Forest Service,retiring as the Forest Super-
visor,Kaibab National Forest,Arizona.He married Wilma Boltz
on Oct.15,1933.They had one son:

Gilbert Wayne Hodgin,born Apr.26,1938.He married Tusnelda
Marce York,Aug.24,1960.Their children are:

Brett Wayne Hodgin,born Feb.13,1964.
Leslie Marie Hodgin,born Aug.23,1968.
Serena Ruth Hodgin,born Oct.15,1970.

Floyd served in the U.S.Army during WWII as a Lt.Col.After
retiring from the U.S.Forest Service,he and Wilma alter-
nated between William and Mesa,Arizona.After his death,
she moved to Visalia,CA.where their son and his family
live.

Daisy W.Melson was the fourth child of William and Emily Melson,she was
born in 1877 and married a Hocking.They lived in Portland Oregon.

William Garretson Melson,after the death of his first wife,Emily Pierce,left
Missouri in 1883 and moved to Minden,Nebraska,leaving his children behind with
relatives.He became a stock rancher,general contractor and school teacher.He
was the City Marshall of Minden during the 1880's, later a Deputy Sheriff.He
knew Bill Cody and worked with him many summers hunting buffalo to feed the
laborers on the Union Pacific.He married Miss Louise Ann David of Hunley,NE.Mar.
11,1885.They had three children,their first two dying as infants.Their third
child was Martha Melson,who married a Porter.



Milly G.Melson,the fifth child of John and Elinor Melson,was born Dec.
17,1842,died Nov.24,1917.Milly's first husband was Major Taylor,
the first settler in Clay Township,Shelby County.MO.They were mar-
ried Dec.17,1863(Ref.141).After his death,she remarried.Her second
husband was James Harvey Carothers,born 1825,died 1892.They had at
least one son,Frank Carothers,who also had at least one son,Victor
Carothers,whose wife's name was Helen.Milly Melson Carothers was
living with her husband in Clarence,MO.in  1914 as she was mentioned
in her brother,William's obituary(Ref.140).

Jane Melson,the seventh child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson,was born
June 1812 in Worcester County MD.,died at Lakeport,CA.,Feb.8,1892.Jane
married James Parker,born 1812,Dec.31,1830 in Sussex County,DE(Ref.21).
Jane and her husband emigrated to Shelby County,MO.at least one year be-
fore her parents moved west.The exact date is not known as the "History
of Monroe and Shelby Counties,M0.1884" is vague about when they first
arrived.This history stated the first settler in Clay Township,Shelby
County was in 1835 when Major Taylor,who later married Milly Melson
settled on Section 6-57-11.The history goes on to say that James and
Jane Parker settled on Section 8-57-11 a mile or so from Taylor, and
CAPT.Melson was three miles west of them in 1839.The history then goes
on to reverse itself by telling about the formation of the first class
of the Methodist Church in Shelby County in the Fall of 1837 and that
Mrs.James Parker and the widow Parker were among the members of this
class.The widow Parker could easily have been James Parker's mother.
(Ref.138).James and Jane Parker were listed in the 1850 Census for Shelby
County,MO.as having these children:

Minus Parker 	 Laborer 	 age 19 born in Delaware
George B.Parker 	 Farmer 15
Henrietta C.Parker 12 " " 	 Missouri
Elisha J.Parker 5 11 11

John C.Parker 2 IV 11

Martha W.Parker 1 ,, 11

The 1840 Census listed a daughter in the 5-10 year old category for James
and Jane.This daughter was not shown for the 1850 census and could have
married although her name is not shown as having applied for a marri-
age licence in Shelby County.

James Parker and his brother-in-law Benjamin Nathan Melson are shown
to have petitioned the Shelby County Court in 1844 to become Adminis-
trators for the estate of Eliiah Melson,who had drowned.

James Parker died on an overland crossing c1851.Jane married William
H.Moore in Bodega,Sonoma County,CA,31 Oct.1852.After his death,she
married a third time to Guy Ross in Lakeport,CA.James and Jane's
son,Minus Marion Parker,b.1831,d.1900 married Alice Scoville,b.1844,
d.1891 on 2 Feb 1862 in Shelby County,MO.A daughter,Lottie Belle
Parker,b.1871,d.1949,married Harry Edson Bell,b.1862,d.1941 in 1890
at Carlin,NV.Their daughter,Gladys Marion Bell,b.1894,d.1944,married
George James Over,b.1889,d.1986 in California.(Ref.184).

Milley G.Melson was the eighth child of Benjamin and Milley Melson.She was
born in 1816/1817.She went with her parents to Missouri in 1837.Either
she was already being courted by John K.Coard who accompanied them,or
his family had also moved to Shelby County,as she and John Coard were
married in Shelby County,MO.Apr.28,1839(Ref.143).After their marriage,
John and Milley returned to Worcester County,MD.sometime in the latter
part of 1840 as they were listed in the 1840 Census for Shelby County,
MO.where they lived for the rest of their lives.
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The Cord family was an early one in Worcester County, where the name was
found spelled "Cord","Coard," "Coarde." Once John and Milly had returned to
Worcester County,they settled in Berlin where John became a Shoemaker.John's
parents were John K.Sr.and Comfort Cord.John Sr.was listed in the 1850 Census
as a prosperous farmer with one daughter,Jane C.Cord,living at home.John K.
Cord in 1850 was shown in the census as being 31 years old, making him two
years younger than Milly.They were shown with a family of five children:

Mary I.Cord 	 age 10 born 1840
Laura A.Cord 	 9 	 1841
Emma F.Cord 	 7 	 1843
George F.Cord 	 5 	 1845
James K.Cord 	 3 	 1847

Milly was the only daughter of Benjamin Melton to be remembered in his will.
The will mentioned she was living in Worcester County,MD.The Cords lived in
Worcester County,MD the rest of their lives.John's will was filed for probate
Jul.23,1872(Ref.144).Milly was shown as the Executrix for her husband's estate.
The date of her death and the history of her children is not known other than
that Ella Melson McDowell visited the Cords's when she was in New York City
studying music in the 1880's.

Sampson Davis Melson,the ninth child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson,
and his family were reviewed in Chapter Four.

Elijah Melson,the tenth child of Benjamin and Milley Melson,was born c1819-
1820.He went west with his parents in 1837 and kept a diary of their travels.
This diary is shown in Chapter Eleven pages 15-28.He helped his father farm and
was designated by his father as the Executor of his will.Unfortunately,his life
came to an early end in 1844 when he drowned.James Parker and Benjamin Nathan
Melson petitioned the Shelby County Court to become the Adminstrators of his
estate.

"SHELBY COUNTY,MISSOURI INVENTORY AND APPRAISEMENT LIST RECORD 1843 TO 1848,
PAGE 40."

"Be it remembered that on this 1st day of July A.D.1844 personnally appeared
before me Thomas J.Bounds Clerk of the County Court with and for the County of
Shelby & State of Missouri,James Parker & Benjamin N.Melson application of Let-
ters of Administration on the estate of Elijah Melson deceased late of Shelby
County and made oath that the said Elijah Melson left the following heirs: to
wit,Lovy C.Jones of Susir County in the State of Delaware,Hannah J.Downing and
Milly G.Coarde of Worcester County in the State of Maryland and James Parker,
Sampson D.Melson of Shelby County,MO.that the deceased died without a will that
they make a perfect inventory of and faithfully administer all of the Estate of
the deceased and pay the debts as far as the assets will extend and the law dir-
ect and account for and pay all assets which shall come to his possesion or know-
ledge.

Sworn and subscribed to before me the day and date written above.

Thomas J.Bounds,Clk. 	 JAMES PARKER
James C.Agnew,D.C. 	 BENJAMIN N.MELSON"

The circumstances of Elijah's death are not known,he was unmarried at the
time of his death.
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Benjamin Nathan Melson, the eleventh child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy
Melson,was born in Worcester County,MD.Jan.6,1823(Ref.135).He went to Shelby
County.MO.with his parents in 1837.He was bequeathed his father's home farm
where he lived the remainder of his life.After his father's death,his mother,
Milley Gordy Melson,lived with him and his family until her death,Jan. 17,1858.
(Ref.145).Benjamin N.Melson married Mary Jane Carman,born Nov.6,1825, died Apr.
17,1899,a daughter of William Carman of Harrison County,Kentucky.William Carman
had moved to Palmyra,Marion County,MO.Benjamin N.and Mary Jane Melson were mar-
ried Feb.2,1846.Their children were:

John W.Melson,born Aug.1,1847,died Aug.9,1869,never married(Ref.146).
Nancy J.Melson,born Dec.9,1854,died Nov.8,1859(Ref.146).
Elizabeth A.Melson,born Feb.24,1856,died Mar.4,1882,married John F.Smith

(Ref.146).
Emily A.Melson,born Apr.3,1858,died Aug.5,1938,married William M.Tay-

lor(Ref.146).
James Henry Melson,born Feb.1,1860,died Sep.5,1932,married Amanda Jane

Livingston,born Mar.16,1867,died Jan.27,1851(Ref.147).
Mary J.Melson,born Aug.6,1862,died Nov.22,1919,married David G.Gray(Ref.

146).
Charles G.Melson,born Apr.25,1865,died May 29,1942,married Mary Rebecca

Wallace,born Apr.16,1869,died Apr.27,1956(Ref.146).
George N.Melson,born Feb.15,1868,died Sep.3,1931,married(1) Nora Alma

Gunby,(2) Louisa Vallinger(Ref.146).
John W.Melson,the first child of Benj.N.and Mary Melson never mar-

ried.
Nancy J.Melson,the second child of Benj.N.and Mary Melson died as

a child.
Elizabeth A.Melson,the third child of Benj.N.and Mary Melson,mar-

ried John F.Smith.There is no other information about them.
Emily A.Melson,the fourth child of Benj.N.and Mary Melson,married

William Taylor,Mar.22,1877(Ref.146).They had three daughters.
Mary S.Taylor,born Jan.16,1878.
Ula and Jewel Taylor,twins,born Oct.27,1889,died Oct.27,1889.

James Henry Melson,the fifth child of Benj.N.and Mary Melson,and
Amanda Jane Livingston were married Jan.6,1887(Ref.147).They
lived in Lentner,Shelby County.MO.where he farmed and was the
Secretary to the Board of Directors for the Bank of Lentner.He
was killed while crossing the highway.Their children were:

Harry Lewis Melson,born Jun.11,1888,died Apr.14,1889.(Ref.
147).

May Pearl Melson,born Nov.2,1889,died Oct.29,1866,married
Fred Boling(Ref.147).

Raymond Shelby Melson,born Jun.22,1891,married(1)Anne John-
son,(2)Wilma Attel(Ref.146).

Claude Merlin Melson,born Nov.9,1894,married Violet Bonham,
(Ref.146).

Beulah Melson,born Oct.12,1897,died 1974,married Harry Glahn,
born Dec.26,1895,died Jan.20,1975(Ref.147).

Lew Livingston Melson,born Jun.25,1899,married Marie Keller.
(Ref.147).

"Baby Daughter",born Feb.1900,died shortly afterwards(Ref.147).
Pauline Melson born Jun.9,1902,married Raymond Asbury Glahn.

(Ref.147).
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Theodore Eldon Melson,born Sep.,1906,married Hortense Smith
later Dorothy Tixia(Ref.l46).

Mark Meredith Melson,born Jul.17,1908,married Helen Hoefling.
(Ref.146).

Marjorie Melson,born Aug.14,1911,married Glenn W.Taylor(Ref.146).
Mae Pearl Melson married Fred Boling,Apr.23,1919.Their daughter,Mar-

jorie,was born May 20,1927.She lives in Lentner,MO.and retired as
Exec.Vice-President,Shelbina Mercantile Bank,May 1,1992(Ref.128). .

Beulah Melson married Harry Richison Glahn,Nov.27,1919,the only child of
Christian Solomon and Nancy Elizabeth Richison Glahn.They farmed
the land his grandfather opened in 1868. They had one son,Harry
Robert Glahn,born Jul.28,1928.Harry Robert Glahn received his PhD
in Meteorology from Penn State Univ.He married Anna Margaret Mor-
gan,born Sep.24,1930.Robert is a Senior Meteorologist with the
U.S.Weather Service in Washington,DC.They have two sons:

Robert Gale Glahn.born Apr.17,1955
Gary Lee Glahn,born Aug.8,1957.(Ref.148).

Charles Benjamin Melson,the seventh child of Benj.N.and Mary Melson,married
Mary Rebecca Wallace,a daughter of Edward and Hannah Jane Harding Wallace,
of Marion County,Missouri,Sep.25,1887.They had three sons:(Ref.146)

The name of the first son is not known.
Beryl Melson was their second son,born Jun.8,1891,died Aug.12,1969.

His first wife was Minnie Halstead,his second wife's first name
was Mildred.

Vernon Marion Melson,the third son,born May 25,1894,married Ernest-
ine Ethel Arkell,born Apr.19,1899,daughter of Edwin and Enola Gar-
net Arkell.Colorado Springs,CO.They had one daughter,Marian Melson,
born Apr.27,1922.She married Robert James Wallace,Oklahoma City,OK,
their daughter is Sandy Wallace,born Feb.18,1945.Marian died in
1987,Robert in 1967.Vernon and Ernestine were divorced.On May 3,
1933,he married Alma Mae Cooper,born Aug.30,1910,daughter of Jeff-
erson Davis and Luella Wariner Cooper,Oklahoma City,OK.Their daugh-
ter,Patricia Melson born Mar 13,1940,Sacremento,CA.Pat's first hus-
band was Kenneth Martin,married Jun.11,1960.After their divorce,she
married Zane Eugene Bates,born May 28,1933,Coolidge,AZ,Jan.30,1965.
their children are Tammy Lynn Bates,born Oct.5,1964,and Marian Joy
Bates,born Apr.14,1968.Patricia and Zane were divorced.Her third
husband is Clyde Hoff.They live at 153 Westgate Cir,Santa Rosa,CA.
(1977).

George N.Melson, the eighth child of Benjamin Nathan and Mary Melson. His
first wife was Nora Alma Gunby.After her death,he married Louisa Vallin-

ger.(Ref.146).His children were:
Harold Melson,Myrtle Melson,Weldon Melson,Wayland Melson, Velma Melson,
Leland Melson,Ledrue Melson,and Ermal Melson.

Ledrue Melson lives in Shelby County,MO.Dr.Robert Glahn obtained from him
Elijah Melson's diary,see pages 11-15 through 11-25.

The last child of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson was Minos Melson.Little
is known about him other than he died as an infant. It is likely he was born
in Worcester County,MD.about c1826 and died shortly afterwards(Ref.94).

Returning to the Sampson Davis Melson,the ninth child of Benjamin and Milley
Melson's children,Sampson married Juliann Elizabeth Catherine Jones,at Shelby-
ville,MO.Jan.28,1841.They were married at the Shelbyvillle Methodist Church.
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Juliann was the oldest daughter of Major Hex and Minerva Wilcoxen
Jones.She was born in Kentucky as was her father,May 3,1805,died Dec.4,
1880.Major was his first name not a title.It is possible he was related
to the Major H.Jones listed in the 1790 Census of Maryland.Major Hex
Jones farmed all his life.After he and Minerva were married in Bullitt
County,Kentucky,Jul.13,1823(Ref.149),theY farmed there until moving to
Missouri in 1829.In 1837,they settled in Township 59,Range 10,(Ref.190).
For some reason,they were not listed in the 1840 Census for that county.

Minerva Wilcoxen was born in Kentucky,Nov.11,1805(Ref.150).She was a daugh-
er of Thomas Wilcoxen III and Sarah Prather.Florence Wilson Bessac's records
told of Sarah's parents coming to the United States from England.Juliann told
her daughters that she remembered an old man who was her great-grandfather who
always sat in a corner of the kitchen fireplace and spoke with a thick accent.
The Wilcoxen family might have first settled in Maryland,where Wilcoxens were
well established in colonial times in Frederick,Prince Georges and Montgomery
Counties.The name is also found in the records as spelled "Wilcox","Wilcoxon"
as well as "Wilcoxen." Thomas Wilcoxen I was the first member of the family
known to be in the United States,His son,Thomas Wilcoxen II and Phebe Osborne
were the parents of Thomas Wilcoxen III.(Ref.150).Another source,(Ref.151) listed
a Thomas H.and Sarah Wilcoxen with a son,Ely Wilcoxen,born Feb.15,1800,and a
daughter,Ruth Wilcoxen,born Jul.31,1801,in Maryland.

Thomas III Wilcoxen and Sarah Prather were married 20 Apr,1798 in Mont-
gomery COunty,MD.They moved to Fleming County,KY.Their children were:

Sallie Wilcoxen,married Sam Summers.They had no children,she died of Cholera.
Hamilton Wilcoxen,no information.
Annie Wilcoxen,no information.
Minerva Wilcoxen,
Walter Wilcoxen,no information.
Ruth Wilcoxen,married Washington Jones,brother of Major Hex Jones.
William Wilcoxen,no information.
Eleanor Wilcoxen,married a Fuquie.
Wesley Wilcoxen,married Eliza Ann McKay.
Benjamin Wilcoxen,married Sarah McKay.
Elizabeth Wilcoxen,married a Rhodes.

The children of Washington and Ruth Wilcoxen Jones were:
William Jones 	 Allen Jones
Thomas Jones 	 Franklin Jones
Minerva Jones 	 John Jones.
James Jones 	 Gabrilla Jones(Ref.150).

The children of Wesley and Eliza Ann Wilcoxen were:
Henry Wilcoxen 	 Jennie Wilcoxen
Eliza Jane Wilcoxen 	 Mary Wilcoxen

(died as a baby) 	 Lucy Wilcoxen
Sarah Wilcoxen 	 "Bud" Wilcoxen
Ann Wilcoxen,died young "Maury" Wilcoxen.(Ref.150).

The children of Benjamin and Sarah McKey Wilcoxen were:
William Wilcoxen
John Wilcoxen(Ref.150).

Major H.Jones was shown in the 1850 Census for Shelby County.MO.as  living
in District 94,which included the Salt River and Clay Townships.Minerva Wil-
coxen Jones had died Oct.6,1842,just a year after the marriage of her oldest
daughter,Juliann E.C.Jones to Sampson Davis Melson.Major H. and Minerva had
seven children:(Ref.150).
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Juliann Elizabeth Catherine Jones,born 6 Nov.1824,died 4 Nov.1895,married
Sampson Davis Melson,see Chapter 4 page 5,28 Jan.1841.

Sarah Ann Jones,born 28 Dec.1826,died 13 Sep.1845(Ref.150).
Melvina Jane Jones,born 25 Sep.1829,died 5 May 1889(Ref.150),there is a dis-

crepancy here,the Pioneer Cemetery Records lists her date of death as 29
Apr.1888(Ref.175).Her tombstone is missing in Plot #632,so it cannot be
used to verify the correct date.She married William Harrison Brown,born
9 Nov.1828,in Warren County,VA.(Ref.153),died 17 Apr.1916,he is buried in
the Boon Plot,#632,Pioneer Cemetery,Salem,OR.He moved to Missouri in the
1840's.He and Melvina were married c1844.He served in Donophan's Brigade,
Missouri Volunteers,in the War of 1848 serving at Santa Fe,New Mexico.They
had two daughters,Sarah Ann Brown and Eldorado Brown.There is no record
for them.William reenlisted in the Union Army for the Civil War.He was a
Corporal,Second Missouri S.M.Cavalry,Company I.The Browns moved to Salem,OR
after the Civil War to be near Melvina's father.My father remembered his
Great-aunt Jane Brown.

Mary Ellen Jones,born 28 Dec.1831,no further information(Ref.150).
George Washington Jones,born 23 Jan.1834,married Mary Kahill.He was a school

teacher in Missouri(Ref.150).They had at least one son,Wilbur Jones.Great-
aunt Josephine Melson Garrigues notes told about Wilbur visiting her and
stayed so long she had to ask him to leave.

Thomas Allen Jones,born 8 Apr.1836,died 20 Nov.1904,at Salem,OR.He married
Catherine 	 ,born 1837 in Salem,OR.She was from Illinois.They had two
children:R.A.Jones,born 1876,died as a child;and Calvin Jones,died 12
Mar.1913.Both are buried next to their father in Plot #632(Ref.175).

Frances H.Jones,born 16 Dec.1840,died 4 Nov.1842(Ref.150).
Major H.Jones married his second wife,Mrs.Emily J.Castleman,c3 Feb,1849(Ref.

143).Her maiden name was Glassock.Her first husband was John B.Castleman.
They were married in Shelby County,M0.23 Aug.1842(Ref.143).Emily was born
c1807.She and Major Jones had two children:
Duenna Jones,born 1850,died 20 May 1892,married Henry Daniel Boon,born in

Ohio in 1839,died in Salem,OR.1888.He went to Salem with his father,J.D.
Boon in 1844.His father was the first State Treasurer of Oregon(Ref.174).
Henry farmed and had a book store in Salem.Their children were:

'Son',born 22 Nov.1869,died 2 Mar.1870(Ref.175).
Emmet(Emet) R.Boon,born 1872,no further information(Ref.176).
Daisy Boon,born 1873,died 1893(Ref.175).
Cora Pansy Boon,born 18 Jun.1875,died 1891(Ref.175).
'Son',born 18 Jun.1877,died 25 Jul.1877(Ref.175).
Shelby Boon,no information(Ref.174).

Charles H.Jones,born c1852,died as a child(Ref.150).
Emily Glasscock Castleman Jones died in Missouri c1856.Major Hex Jones married

again.His third wife was Verlinda Shanks,a cousin of his first wife.She was
born c1816.They were married c1860. Major Hex Jones,his wife Verlinda,and
his son,Thomas, emigrated from Shelby County,MO.to  Salem,Oregon before
1870.In the 1870 Census for North Salem,Oregon,he is listed as a farmer.
Ernest Wilson fondly remembered his grandfather,who used to take him fish-
ing.They once caught a baby rabbit that died as they were carrying it
home,Ernest said they both cried.

major Hex Jones died 4 Dec.1880.He is buried in the Boon Family Plot,Pion-
eer Cemetery,Salem,Oreipn (Ref.191).
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Minerva Jane Melson was the oldest daughter of Sampson Davis and Juliann
Jones Melson.She was born in Shelby County,Missouri Sep.14,1845,died Oct.14,
1928.She married John Henderson Wilson,born 1826,on Jul.18,1867.Minerva(Aunt
Nervy) suffered all her life from chronic asthma.When her parents decided to
leave Shelby County,MO.and emigrate to Oregon in 1864 by covered wagon crossing
the plains,they took along enough planks to make a coffin for Minerva if she
failed to survive the trip.She not only survived,but I recall her loving to
tell this story during the 1920's,laughing,wheezing and coughing all the time
she was relating it.John Henderson Wilson,her husband,and his brother,Thomas
Howard Wilson, were natives of Tennessee.They crossed the plains during the
middle 1860's to settle in Salem,Oregon.John H.Wilson was a businessman and a
farmer in and around Salem.John and Minerva had two sons:

Otto Jay Wilson,born 1869,died 1940.0tto married Ruth Ketchum in 1912.
He was a successful businessman in Salem,first opening a bicycle
shop then later becoming a Buick dealer in 1905.At the time of his
death in 1940,0tto was the oldest Buick dealer in the United States.
The Otto J.Wilson Buick Garage remained in his family until 1972.
After his death,his nephew,Kenneth Wilson became President,later
Otto J.Wilson,Jr. assumed this responsibility. Otto and my father
were always very close friends.Otto J.and Ruth Wilson lived many
years on State Street,in Salem,Oregon between 13th.and 14th.Their
children were:

Margaret Wilson,born Aug.24,1914,died Sep.1,1957(Ref.156).
Otto Jay Wilson Jr.,born Jun.9.1917,married Margaret Siegmund,

born Apr.4,1920,on Feb.1,1947.0tto J.Wilson Jr.graduated from
Salem High School.He served in the U.S.Army during WWII as a
Lieut.After returning home,he took over from his uncle the
Presidentcy of the Buick Garage.After selling the franchise
in 1972,he was associated with the Oregon Chamber of Commerce
until his retirement.Otto J. and Margaret Wilson live at 540
Leslie St.,Salem,Oregon 97302.

Charles Wilson,the second child of John and Minerva Melson Wilson,born
c1875,married Gertrude Riddell.They lived in Eugene,Oregon where
he was engaged in the timber and lumber business.After his death,
Gertrude devoted many years to being "Housemother" for fraternities
and sororities at the Univ.of Oregon.Their children were:

Kenneth Wilson,born c1902,died 1965.
Clifford Wilson,born c1905,married Darr 	 .He was a busines-

man in Portland,OR.where he owned an aluminum fabrication corn-
company.

Hobart Wilson,born c1910.He graduated from the Univ.of Oregon Law
School.He practices in Eugene where he has numerous business
interests.

Donald Wilson,born 1914,died c1965 in Arizona(Ref.150).
Matilda Frances Melson,was the fourth child of Sampson and Juliann Melson.

She was born in Shelby County.MO.Feb.8,1848,died Dec.6,1926.She married
Thomas Howard Wilson,born Jan.9.1837,on Sep.23,1866(Ref.155).Thomas was
the brother of John H.Wilson who married Matilda's older sister,Minerva.
He was a farmer and a businessman in Salem,Oregon.For many years they
lived in a home on the corner of State and N.14th.Sts.,in Salem,OR.Her
parents after retirement lived with them.In 1917,they moved to Palo Alto,
CA.where their three sons were living.Thomas died in the early 1920's.
Matilda gave her granddaughter,Florence Wilson,the information about the
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Melson family.They took a large sheet of brown wrapping paper,laid it on the
kitchen floor and started writing. Florence Wilson Bessac sent me a copy of
the information she'd gotten from her grandmother when I became interested
in tracing the Melson family. Everything Great-aunt Tilly told Florence was
correct,I was able to verify everything she'd recalled.Florence later estab-
lished contact with Marian Melson Strack.From their exchange of information
that Marian had from the notes her father had left her and her own research,we
owe our present knowledge of the family.Matilda and Thomas Howard Wilson had
these children:

Arthur Wilson,born Nov.17,1867,in Salem,OR.,died Jan.24,1933 in Palo Alto,
CA.His first wife's name was Laura.They had one son,Howard,who died in infancy.
His second wife was Mabel Mortimer,born Dec.11,1869,in Sidney,Australia,a daugh-
ter of Benjamin M.and Sarah H.Bates Mortimer.They were married in Helena,Montana,
Mabel died in Long Beach.CA,Jun.17,1943. Arthur was a printer and worked for
many years at many printing shops in the Pacific Northwest.He finally settled
in Palo Alto,CA.where he operated a print shop of his own.Arthur and Mabel had
three daughters(Ref.150).

Alice Frances Wilson,born May 30,1904,died Aug.1.,1949.She married Dwight
Hugh Fortine,born Nov.13,1904(Ref.157).,on Oct.3,1926 at the Stanford
Univ. Chapel,he was a Petroleum Engineer.They had two sons:

Eugene Arthur Fortine,born Jun.17,1930,at Marcaibo,Venzuela.Gene
graduated from Stanford Univ.in Engineering,and is now in the metal
fabricating business in San Leandro,CA.He married Patricia Ann Jones,
born Jun.6,1931,in Oakland,CA.She was born in Highland Park,IL.
Patricia is a high school teacher in San Leandro,CA.Their children
are:

Alan David Fortine,born Aug.12,1956.
Judith Lee Fortine,born May 13,1958.
Linda Jean Fortine,born Jul.10,1960.
Terri Louise Fortine,born Sep.21,1962.

Frederick Allen Fortine,the second son of Dwight and Alice Fortine,
was born Mar.29,1935 in Compton,CA.He graduated from Stanford.
Univ.and lives in Seattle,WA.He married Sharon Flynn,born Jun.
13,1938 on Apr.26,1961 in Korea.Their 	 children are:

Sara Eileen Fortine,born Aug.31,1966.
Daniel Hugh Fortine,born Nov.22,1968.

Alice died in Glendale,CA.Her husband died there two days later,Aug.
3,1949.

Lucille Mortimer Wilson,the second child of Arthur and Mabel Wilson
was born May 18,1905,died Feb.15,1975 in Riverside,CA.(Ref.157). Her
middle name was originally Ernestine,but she changed it to Mortimer.
she was an excellent artist,in fact she even tried to impart some of
her skills to me during summer classes in Palo Alto in 1926,with little
success I regret to relate.Shemarried Eric Lyman Waite,Jun.15,1927.
He was born Dec.12.1902.They had no children.Eric also died in River-
side,CA,Dec.2,1970(Ref.157).

Eleanor Carolyne Wilson,the third child of Arthur and Mabel Wilson,was
born May 5,1912,in Palo Alto,CA.,died Nov.20,1974 in Oakland,CA.She
married Ellison Frederick Ebey,Oct.24,1933,they were later divorced.
Their children were:

Frederick Harold Ebey,born Sep.30,1936.His first wife was Linda
Lorimer.They were married Aug.1,1959.He later married Charleen
Corrigan,May 1,1976.They have adopted Marilyn Ebey,born Dec.17,
1969(Ref.157).
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Sue Ellen Ebey,born Jun 3,1940,married Maylon Corlett O'Brien,
born Jun 22,1938.Their children are:

Darin Maylon O'Brien,born Feb 12,1960.
Kevin Patrick O'Brien,born Mar 15,1962(Ref.157).

Herbert Wilson was the second child of Thomas and Matilda Melson Wilson.
He was born Jul 17,1870 in Salem,Oregon.He married Georgia Johnson,

c1898.They lived for many years in Spokane,WA,before settling in
Palo Alto,CA.where he was associated with his brother,Ernest,in
the Wilson Candy Company.Herbert and Georgia had three chldren:
Florence Frances Wilson,born 1 Jan 1900,died 7 Jan.1978.She was
born in Spokane,WA.She married Eugene Paul Bessac,born Jun 13,
1897,died Jun 10,1958 in Palo Alto,CA on Feb.16,1921.They bought
Riverbank News,Riverbank,CA.This was a weekly newspaper.After
his death,Florence carried on as Publisher until her retirement
in 1974.Florence became interested in the Melson family when she
was young listening to her grandmother,Matilda,tell about her life
in Missouri and crossing the plains with her parents in a covered
wagon.After Florence got her grandmother to write down what she
remembered about the Melson family,she continued to add to her
knowledge.Every year,she sent my Mother an update.Later she redrew
her charts and sent them to me when I began my research.Eugene
and Florence had two daughters:

Marjorie Florence Bessac,born Sep.9,1923.She became Sister
Marie de Loudres,a Dominican Nun.

Josephine (Anah) Bessac,born Jun 24,1926.She married Richard
Denny Landon,born Feb 2,1926 in Modesto,CA.Richard served
as a Naval Officer in World War II.They live in Riverbank,
CA.where he has several apparel stores.Their children are:

Jeffrey Denny Landon,born Mar 30,1952,married May 13,1973,
Diana Lynn Jackson,born 1952.They have three children.

Stuart Eugene Landon,born Apr 18,1958,married Stanlee
Stanovich,c1981,they have two children.

Richard Alexander Landon,born May 15,1963,married Jayne
Marie McCormick.

Herbert Stuart Wilson,their second son,born & died 1904.
Thomas Herbert Wilson,the third child,born Nov.9,1906,married Esther
Rouff born Jun.6,1910.Their daughter is Ellen Joane Wilson.

Ernest Wilson,the third son of Thomas and Matilda Wilson,was born in Salem,
OR.Aug.4,1876,died Feb.22,1968,San Francisco,CA.He entered Stanford Univ.
To earn his way,he worked as a candymaker.By the time he graduated,he
owned his own store in Palo Alto.From this start,he built a chain of candy
stores and restaurants throughout central California.The slogan for these
was "Candy with a College Education."His first wife was Bertha Notemeier,
born on Jun 14,1871,died Apr 26,1963(Ref.150).Their children were:

Ernest Howard Wilson,born Aug.15,1904,married Margaret Von Alt,born
Jan.30,1907,on Jun.6,1926.Their children were:

Douglas William Wilson,born Sep.13,1927,died Sep.9,1976,nver married.
Margaret Louise Wilson,born May 29,1929,married Vern C.Olson.
Gerry Edward Wilson,born 1939,married Victoria Ann Carty,Nov.8,

1968,divorced the same year(Ref.158).
Judith(Judy) An Wilson,born Aug.29,1941,married Carlos R.Hulse,on

Jun.8,1968. Their children are Matthew,born c1969;Heidi,born
c1972;and Dan.born c1980.Judy lives in Mountain View,CA.
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Ernest and Bertha's Wilson's other son was Carl Robert
Ernest and Bertha were divorced in 1943,he moved to
she remained in Palo Alto,CA until her death.Ernest
cond wife was Marguerite C.Koughn.(Ref.150).

Edna Wilson was the fourth child of Thomas and Matilda

Wilson(Ref.150).
San Francisco while
remarried.His se

Melson Wilson.She
was bornc1870,died Nov.8,1954.She married Abner D.Downey,who taught
Chemistry at the Fresno Senior High School,Fresno,CA.Additionally,A.D.,
as he was known,had grape farms near Selma,CA.They had one daughter,
Margaret Downey,born Jul.31,1915 at Fresno,CA.Margaret married William
S.Best,born May 27,1909,died 1986,in 1940.He was in the petroleum busi-
ness retiring as a Vice-President,Standard Oil Company of California.
Their children are:

Terry Wilson Best,born Oct.10.1942,married Charles Randolf Kerr,in
1968. They have two children: Terrilynn Kerr,born Jul.12,1973,and
Robert Brian Kerr,born Jan.31,1977.(Ref.159)

William S.Best,Jr.,born Aug.8,1946.
Richard WBest,born Oct.23,1954.

After retiring,William and Margaret moved to 8049 Chardonnay St.,San
Jose,CA.William died in 1987.

Mary Susan Melson was the fifth child of Sampson and Juliann Melson.She was
born in Shelby County,M0.,Mar.22,1851,died Jul.30,1902 at Salem,Oregon.She mar-
mied Thomas Luther Davidson,born in 1834 in Tennessee,at Salem,Oregon.Thomas
and a brother had crossed the plains to Oregon in a buggy carrying $10,000 in
silver pieces in a box under the seat of the buggy. In Salem,Thomas soon estab-
lished himself as a prominent farmer.His Indian Hills Farm,just south of the
Salem City Line along the banks of Mill Creek was a showplace.The house was
built on a small hill overlooking a former camping spot of the Chemeketa Indians.
As a young lad,I used to happily search this camp site for arrowheads and other
abandoned trinkets where the village stood.Thomas Luther and Mary Susan Davidson
had three children:

Julia Davidson,born 1876,diedFeb.2,1882 from diptheria.
Lester Davidson,died as a child.
Thomas Leon Davidson,born Jul.14,1882,died Jan.11,1943.He married Jul.14,

1903,Jessie M.Riddell,born Jun.13,1884,died 1979.Their children were:
Thomas Lester Davidson,born Sep.3,1909,died Feb.20,1972.Tom never mar-

ried.He worked for the U.S.Post Office in Portland,OR.(Ref.160).
Leone Riddell Davidson,born May 11,1911,married Lawrence Osterman,May

1,1935.Lawrence was a Lawyer,practicing first in McMinnville,and
later in Salem,Oregon.Their daughter is Larry Lou Osterman,born
c1937.Larry-Lou's first husband was David McCloskey.They were mar-
ried in 1958,divorced in 1972.Her second husband is Ira Dennison,
they were married in 1972 and live in Bellevue,WA,where he is a
general contractor.Larry-Lou has no children.(Ref.160).
Leone lives in Salem,Oregon.

America Melson was the sixth child of Sampson and Juliann Melson,she was
born May 19,1854,died Sep.14,1854.(Ref.150).

Sarah Emma Melson was the seventh child of Sampson and Juliann Melson,born
in Shelby County,MO.on Nov.10,1855,died at Salem,Oregon May 26,1924.She married
Lucian B.PLants,a merchant in Milton-Freewater,OR.They had two sons,

Lucian Conley Plants,born c1880,died July.26,1967.He married Evelyn Kennedy,
born in Chico,CA.,c1911.Their daughter was Dorothy Plants,born 1912,died Oct.7,
1985.Dorothy graduated from the Calif.School of Fine Arts in 1934,and married
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Herbert Kent,Mar.31,1934.He was a graduate of the Univ.of Calif.Optom-
etry School and established his practice in Fresno.Herbert and Dorothy had
one daughter,Patricia Kent,born 16 Jan.1938.Patricia married Robert Smayda,
4 Jan.1964.Robert is a Social Service Administrator for Contra Coast County,
CA.They have two sons,Anthony Kent Smayda,born 13 Jan.1967,and Alex Lucas
Smayda,born 23 Dec.1968.Robert and Patricia live at 19 Blade Way,Walnut
Creek,CA(Ref.161).After Patricia's birth,Dorothy began to develop symptoms
of a mental illness and drifted away from her family.She and Herbert were
ultimately divorced.

Paul Plants,the second son of Lucian B.and Sarah Emma Plants,was born
c1888,died 1919,a victim of the flu epidemic that raged that year.He left
one son,Melvin Plants,born 1918,who lives in Milton-Freewater,OR.(Ref.162).

Martha Josephine Melson,the eighth child of Sampson and Juliann Melson,
was born in Shelby County,M0.9 Apr 1858,died 2 Nov.1952 at Portland,OR.Jose-
phine married Samuel Parker Garrigues,born 3 Jan 1849 in Delaware County,PA.
He was a great-grandson of Samuel Parker and Sarah Garrigues,and a grandson
of Samuel Parker Garrigues,born 28 Nov.1793,died 18 Aug 1835 and Lacy Davis,
born 13 Sep 1794,died 18 Aug 1866.She was a daughter of Benjamin and Frances
Davis.Samuel's father was Benjamin D.Garrigues,born 12 Nov.1817,died 10 Feb.1858
and Sarah M.Peirce,born 8 Dec.1823,died 28 Apr 1903.Samuel left the home of
an uncle who raised him after his father's death at Limaville,Stark County,
Ohio emigrated to Heppner,OR in 1872.He became a leading merchant and was the
First County Clerk for Morrow County,OR.After his retirement for reasons of
health,he and Josephine moved to Portland in 1915 where he died 24 May 1917(Ref.182).
Their sons were:

Percival M.Garrigues,born 1878,died Apr.17,1933.Percy grew up in Heppner and
learned the theater business working in his father's theater.Later he operated
movie houses throughout the Pacific Northwest.He was survived by his wife and
a step-daughter.(Ref.162).

Walter Garrigues,born 1880,died as a child at Heppner,OR.(Ref.162).
Park Garrigues employed my grandfather,Asbury Melson,for many years both as
a stockman and in his sawmill.When the Great Flood of Jun.14,1903 struck Heppner,
one story remaining from this experience is told in "Homesteads and Heritages,A
History of Morrow County,Oregon,"Giles French,Binford & Mort,Portland,OR.1971.
At the height of the flood,Park who had been away from town struggled to the
top of his Opera House and from there jumped into three feet of water and waded
across the street to his house,where Great-aunt Jose was standing waiting for
him with outstretched arms.After Park's death,Great-aunt Jose remained in her
Portland home until her death.She left my sister,Evelyn,almost all of her poses-
sions from her days in Heppner.Evelyn arranged with the Morrow County Museum
for a Garrigues Display based on what Great-aunt Jose had left her.

Ella Belle Melson,the ninth child of Sampson and Juliann Melson,was born
in Shelby County.MO.Oct.30,1860,died Nov.2,1936 at San Jose,CA.She married
Frank D.McDowell,born Aug.6,1855,a son of early pioneers to Salem,on Dec.29,
1881(Ref.155).Frank and Ella never had any children.He was a skilled jeweler and
invented the guage used by jewelers to measure the size of a ring.The first made
out of silver is in the possession of my sister,Mrs.Ruth Melson Duncanson,608
Greenwood Drive NE,Salem,Oregon,97303.Frank died Apr.3,1889.Ella,who had a
marvelous voice,went to New York City after his death and studied music at
the New York Conservatory of Music.During this period of time,she also visited
her cousins,the children of her aunt,Milly Melson Cord.On her return to the
west coast,she settled in San Jose,CA.where she devoted the remainder of her
life teaching voice and music.(Ref.162).She and her husband are buried in the
McDowell Plot,Pioneer Cemetery, Salem, Oregon.

Benjamin Melson was the tenth child of Sampson and Juliann Melson.He was
born Feb.16,1864 and was carried across the country by his mother riding a
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mule.Bennie never married,he became a sailor and spent his life at sea,usually
as a cook.He would return to Salem to visit his relatives.Whenever he came,he
would bring exotic gifts from foreign countries.He gave Mother an exquisite
tapa cloth from the Fiji Islands,which my sister,Ruth,treasures today.I recall
some of his visits as he always brought candy for the small members of the fam-
ily.He died at a hospital in Stockton,CA. in 1930.(Ref.162).

Albert Jason Melson,the eleventh child of Sampson and Juliann Melson,was
the only child born at Salem,Oregon.He was born Jan.24,1870,died Aug.31,1870.He
lies with his parents in the Melson Plot,Pioneer Cemetery,Salem,Oregon.(Ref.162).

Mary Amanda Gibson,who married James Asbury Melson,the oldest living son
of Sampson and Juliann Melson,was born Oct.31,1860,in Petersburg,Illinois.Her
parents were Benjamin N.Gibson and Amanda Marsh.Benjamin N.Gibson was born in
Virginia in 1818.Benjamin Gibson left Virginia and settled in Illinois,where
he plied the trades of a Tinsmith and a Farmer.Benjamin married Amanda Marsh,born
c1824,died c1869. She was a daughter of Walter and Louisa Marsh. Benjamin and
Amanda Gibson had five children:

Leila Gibson,born 1850.
Elizabeth S.Gibson,born 1853.
Benjamin M.Gibson,born 1859.
Mary Amanda Gibson,born Oct.31,1860.
Joseph Lincoln Gibson,born May 25,1865.

Benjamin Gibson moved frequently around the Springfield-Petersburg,Illinois
region. Just where they lived at any given time is not well documented.Grand-
mother once mentioned they lived for awhile on a houseboat on the Mississippi
River.Amanda Marsh Gibson died a few years after the birth of their youngest
child as she is not shown as being alive when the 1870 Census was taken.Benja-
min died about 1877 as that is the year Mary Amanda and her brother Joseph
Lincoln were sent west to live with their aunt,Mary Marsh Cason in Heppner,OR.
(Ref.162).

Mary Amanda Gibson in recalling her memories of life in Illinois always
spoke of the friendship between her parents and a budding lawyer in Petersburg,
Illinois named Abraham Lincoln. She recalls how Abe Lincoln used to hold her
on his knee when he visited them.She had an autographed photo of Abraham Lincoln,
that Lincoln gave her parents when he left Petersburg to assume the presidency
of the United States.After her father died,she and her younger brother were sent
to live with her aunt in Heppner,OR.She was seventeen at the time and Joe was
twelve.They probably took the train to Rock Springs,Wyoming,then a stage coach
onto Heppner.

Mary Marsh Cason was a daughter of Walter and Louisa Marsh and a younger
sister of Amanda Marsh Gibson.Her parents were natives of Vermont.Walter Marsh
and his wife,Louisa,were born sometime between 1790 and 1800.They left Vermont
sometime around 1830 to settle in the Springfield-Petersburg area of Illinois,
where he farmed.Their children were:

Marsh, born 1810/1820, married a Lyman,had one son,Alba,born c1840,
died c1857.(Ref.l63).

Amanda Marsh,born c1824,died c1869,married Benjamin N.Gibson.(Ref.164).
Lucius Marsh,born c1829,died c1849.(Ref.165).
Mary E.Marsh,Oct.8,1836,died 1907,married James F.Cason.(Ref.165).

The story of Walter and Louisa Marsh and their daughter,Mary E.Marsh has tragic
moments and is best told in Mary Marsh's personal recollections of her childhood.
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MARY MARSH CASON'S
STORY
OF THE

WHITMAN MASSACRE

'I was born in Springfield,Illinois(Sangamon County) in the year 1836
(October 8th).Soon after my birth,my father moved from Springfield and opened
a farm in the big bend of the Sangamon River.We lived there until 1847 when
there was a big rush for the Oregon Territory.My father sold out,so in April
1847-Father,Mother,Brother and I started for Oregon,overland,a journey of
nearly 3000 miles.It would take about six months to make the trip.A person
that has never made such a journey cannot imagine the trials and hardships
that they had to endure.I,myself,cannot realize them for I was too young.It
was more of a pleasure trip to me.I can't remember many of the different
places we passed,although I do remember Independence Rock.It was a very
large rock - nearly as large as one of the small hills we see here.I went
upon it and saw a great number of names and dates carved upon it.One or two
long drives were made,driving day and night to reach water.When the Snake
River was reached,there was trouble crossing.The wagon beds had to be propped
up high.One wagon and team got into deep water and floated down stream.My father
would not let me stay in the wagon but took me on a horse with him across the
river - guided by an Indian.Before we got to Bear River,my Dear Mother took sick
and before we reached Soda Springs - just a short distance beyond,she died.We
had to bury her there on the lonely plain,no coffin to lay her in,not even a
rude box - just wrapped in her bed.It was awful and a great many others suffered
the same fate.We journeyed on until we reached Dr.Whitman's Missionary Station
in October.Father,being tired of travel,concluded to stop there until spring -
then onto the Willamette Valley.He got employment from the Doctor.

It was the 29th of November,about 2 o'clock in the afternoon that the Indians
broke out and murdered the Doctor and Mrs.Whitman and eight others.Six families
were living in an adobe house not far from the Doctor's house.Father and I occu-
pied an upper room where we cooked our meals and slept.He had just come in and
had his dinner,his last dinner,and had gone to work - attending the grist mill.
That was the last time I ever saw my poor dear father.

I was washing dishes when I heard the report of a gun.It was the gun that
killed Gillion,the tailor.He was doing some sewing of some kind when an Indian
stood in the door and shot him.At the same time the horrible work was going on
outside.I and some others went upstairs where we could look from a window and
see the conflict near the Doctor's house.Three or four men were butchering a
beef there.I saw them engaged with quite a number of Indians.Mr.Kimball was
dealing hard with several,he had an axe to fight with.He fought desperately
for awhile but they killed him at last.I saw Mr.Hall chased by an Indian
with an uplifted tomahawk(the Indian was on a horse),but Mr.Hall made his es-
cape.Meanwhile Mrs.Whitman had barred the doors and windows o keep them out
of the house - but they broke in anyway.I saw them break into the house,led
by Joe Louis,the instigator of the trouble.There they finished their bloody
work for that day.Mr.Sails and Beverley were sick and were not killed that
day.A week later they were killed in their beds.Afterwards,I saw Beverley
laying outside of the house with his head almost torn from his body.he laid
there all night.All of the dead bodies were buried in one grave by four men
who were not killed - Elam Young,his two sons,and Mr.Smith.When the Indians
killed the two sick men,I was so frightened I ran to an Indian for protection
- one who claimed to be friendly.
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After the horrible work was done there were nearly 50 widows and orphans
in captivity - expecting anytime to share the same fate as the others,but we
were spared - only to endure the fear,suspense and cruel treatment that an
Indian is capable of inflicting.For one month the prisoners were kept well
guarded and made to work.One old fellow put me to knitting his a pair of
long legged socks.I got one nearly made when Governor Ogden,of the Hudson
Bay Co.came to our relief,and bought us from the heathens and took us away.We
went in wagons to Fort Wallula.The first day there we were put in batteaux
and started down the river.The batteaux were open boats with a canvas spread
over the top to keep the rain out.Whenever a head showed up the Governor
would holler 'duck that head.'I,for one,suffered with the cold and I suppose
the others did too,for we were scant of clothing.

When we reached The Dalles the Volunteers were there.My brother was one
of them as he had gone down the river to the Valley in the fall.We journeyed
on down the Columbia and up the Willamette to Oregon City.There were turned
loose,with thankful hearts that we had escaped the merciless foe.Most of the
children had their Mothers,but I was entirely alone among strangers,my
brother being with the volunteers,so I was left among perfect strangers.You
know how an orphan would fare,they are not wanted any longer.In 1849,my
brother went to California,but before he left he found me a home with Mrs.A.L.
Lovejoy,who was very careful on my welfare.There I remained until I was married
to James P.Cason,son of F.C.Cason,who crossed the pains in '43.

When we arrived in Oregon City a lady gave me a piece of bread and molas-
ses.I did enjoy it for bread was not plentiful those days.There was plenty
of salmon and sometimes boiled wheat fdr a change.

I do not know how many survivors of that massacre are living that are as
old as I am.I have a picture of Doctor Whitman's buildings and of the neglect-
ed grave,in which he and the others are buried.

Signed
Mrs.Mary E.Marsh Cason'

Note I do not know how old Grandmother was when she wrote this - believe it
was shortly before her death in 1907,at which time she was 71.

Signed
Florence Cason Spurlock.

Mrs.Spurlock wrote this letter to Roy S.Melson on 22 Oct.1936.

Mary E.Marsh,the daughter of Walter and Louisa Marsh,was a maternal aunt
of Mary Amanda and Joseph Lincoln Gibson.Both were sent west in 1877 after
their parents had died to live with her.Mary Amanda Gibson met James Asbury
Melson while living with her aunt near Heppner,Oregon.

'WAILILATPU' the Whitman Mission was burned by the Indians that attacked
the settlement.The reasons for the attack vary according to the bias of the

• writer.Economic,religious and fear of illnesses brought into the area by the
settlers to which the Indians had no immunity were among the reasons for the
massacre.Possibly despite these problems,the attack was made simply due to
the jealousy of the instigator,Joe Louis,and his desire for loot.Peter Skene
Ogden,the Factor of the Hudson Bay Company Post at Vancouver,raced to the



rite Whitman Mission showing (1) Mill; (2) Mansion House; (3) Blacksmith Shop; (4) The Mission House. The mis-
lion house erected in 1836 was near the mouth of Mill Creek, and near the Walla Walla River.
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MAY 1967

This photograph of , the Whitman•Mission taken from an article in the
Daughters of the American Revolution Magazine for May 1967 shows the re-
lative location of the buildings at the mission.Mary Marsh would have
been in the house labeled as '2' in the photograph.Her father,Walter
Marsh,had gone to the Grist Mill,shown as '1',when the Nez Perces attack
began.

•
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Indi_n camp to which the captives had been taken after the massacre and bril-
liantly negotiated for their release.Dividing the amount of ransom paid for
each prisoner,we might say the Hudson Bay Company bought back Mary Marsh for
four Hudson Bay blankets.When the Oregon Volunteers reached the site of the
mission,little remained.The bones of the slain missionaries and helpers at
the mission that had hurriedly been buried by the Youngs had been scratched up
and dragged to the surface by wolves and other predators.The Volunteers of
which Lucius Marsh had joined and whose name is listed in the muster rolls,re-
buried the remains of the victims and returned home.

Lucius Marsh in 1849,after placing his sister with Mrs.A.L.Lovejoy,left
for the gold fields of California and was never heard from again.He must
have perished searching for gold.

Mary Marsh didn't mention his name in her narrative,but with her parents and
brother on the wagon trip across the plains was a grandson of the Marshs.This
was Alba Lyman,who had been orphaned in Illinois,Alba was also rescued by Gov.
Ogden and taken to Oregon City,where he died in 1857.A reference to him is found
in R.J.Hendrick's column,the OREGON STATESMAN,Salem,OR.25 Dec.1936.

Mrs.Elizabeth McGary Lovejoy and her husband,Asa Lawrence Lovejoy,who kindly
agreed to care for Mary Marsh when her brother left for the California gold
fields,weze among the earliest settlers in Oregon City arriving in 1842.Asa
Lawrence Lovejoy was born in Massachusetts,14 March 1808.He was a graduate
of Amherst College and was the first lawyer to practice in Oregon.Asa was
elected to the Legislative Committee of the First Provisional Government of
the Oregon Territory,l4 May 1844.He was chosen to become a member of the
Legislature on 4 June 1845 for Clackamas County,of which Oregon City,was the
County Seat.he lost the election to become the First Governor of the
Provisional Territory by 16 votes,536 to 520 on 3 June 1847 1 he was elected 6
June 1849 to be a Representative for Clackamas County in the Territorial
Government.

In 1844,along with William Overton,Asa filed a claim for land fronting
along thee Willamette River,down stream from Oregon City with excellent
frontage for berthing ships.Overton soon sold his share of this claim to
Francis Pettygrove.Lovejoy and Pettygrove cleared four streets and 16 blocks
of land and platted it to begin a city.To chose a name for this new city,they
flipped a coin to determine if it should be Boston as Lovejoy wanted or Portland
which Pettygrove desired as he was from Maine.Pettygrove won and the city is
now Portland, Oregon.

The Lovejoys remained residents of Oregon City throughout their lives.They
had five children of their own.Asa died 11 Sep.1882 and is buried in the Lone
Fir Cemetery,SE 26th and Morrison Sts,Portland,Oregon.

Mary E.Marsh met James Pullam Cason,son of Feudal C.and Rebecca
Rawlings Cason, born in Howard County,M0,5 Jan.1832,died Arlington,OR,6
Sept.1887.They were married 25 Dec.1853 at Oregon Ci y,OR.Fendal and
Rebecca had arrived in Oregon in 1843.They had eight children. Fendal
was the first State Treasurer for the Oregon Territorial Government.

When Mary Amanda Gibson migrated to Oregon in 1877,Mary Marsh Cason
arranged for her to live for two years with the Lovejoys. It was during
this period Mary Amanda met James Asbury Melson and were married at
Oregon Cty,OR,22 Jul.1879.

The information about the Lovejoy family,who played a prominent role
in the lives of my paternal grandmother and her aunt, was excerpted from
"HISTORY OF THE WILLAMETTE VALLEY,"H.O.Lang,Himes & Land,Portland,OR,1885
and IN SEARCH OF WESTERN OREGON,"Ralph Friedman,The Caxton Printers,Inc.
Caldwell, ID, 1990.
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The Whitman massacre was almost forgotten by the nation until the newly
organized National Park Service designated it as a National Monument.A
marker was erected,and a slab engraved with the names of the victims was
placed over the common grave.Unfortunately at the time the slab was prepared
the Park Authority failed to trace Mary Marsh Cason and find out her
father's first name.He was listed on the slab only as 'MARSH.'For many years
after this omission was noticed,my father tried to get the Park Service to
correct the mistake so it would read properly,'Walter Marsh.'Despite the lip
service he received from the authorities and historians together with sending
them a copy of his great-aunt's story,all requests were ignored.A partial ex-
planation might be found in a book 'SHALLOW GRAVE AT WAIILATPU,'Erwin N.Thompson,
Oregon Historical Society,Portland,Oregon,1969.This book recounted the saga of
the Sager family daughters at the massacre.It gave no credit or mention to Mary
Marsh Cason.Thompson was for years with the National Park Service at Waiilatpu.
His failure to acknowledge Mary Cason's story in incomprehensible.The book about
the Sagers does contain a sketch of the location of the buildings mentioned by
Mary Marsh Cason.This,alone,makes the book worthwhile reading,if for no other
reason.

James Asbury and Mary Amanda Gibson Melson began their married life in
the Heppner,Oregon region.They lived during those first years on ranches.
Chapter Four lists their five children.Asbury was a stockman before they
settled in Salem,OR.My father's career is sketched in Chapter Five.His sister,
Etta May Melson grew up in Salem,OR.She graduated from Salem High School in
the same class as my mother,1907.She married George Earl Eyre in 1911.He was
a prosperous farmer.George became interested in Canadian lands at the onset
of World War I when farmers were encouraged to produce more grain for the
British war effort.He purchased several tracts of unbroken prairie land near
Lumsden,Saskatchewan,north-west of Regina.George moved his family to Lumsden
in 1915.George and Etta's first son,Robert Earl Eyre was born in Salem,Oregon
3 July 1912(Ref.145).Their second son,Ralph Melson Eyre was born at Lumsden,
Sask.16 April 1916(Ref.145).After World War I ended,the newly broken grain
lands of Canada lost their attractiveness.The Eyres returned to Salem,OR a
few months after we did,1919.Uncle George made frequent trips to Lumsden to
settle his financial affairs there.He died tragically in a train accident in
1922.Aunt Etta and Grandmother,who had lived with her daughter constantly
after the death of grandfather,lived in a home on N.17th.St.,Salem,OR.until
Grandmother died,20 Aug.1940(Ref.145).Years later,Etta married Charles
Harris,the father of her son Robert's wife,Fern.Etta and Charles lived on
S.Judson Street,Salem,OR.until their deaths.Etta on 7 Aug.1960(Ref.145) and
Charles in 1962.

Robert Earl Eyre,the first son of George and Etta Melson Eyre,graduated
from Salem High School in June 1930 and attended Willamette University for
two years.He married Fern Harris,15 Dec,1933 in Salem,OR.Bob entered the
heavy construction business,first with the Henry Kaiser Corp.at the Grand
Coulee Dam,Washington,then at the Mud Mountain Dam near Tacoma,WA.When World
War II drew the United States into its maw,Bob was selected to help organize
the Oregon Shipbuilding Co.at Portland,OR.When the shipyard opened,he was
designated as the Master Rigger and worked in that capacity until the
shipyard was closed aftef the end of WWII.He then spent awhile operating his
own construction company before returning to heavy construction as a
Supervisor for the Halverson Company constructing a water supply tunnel for
Santa Barbara.CA.When this was completed,Bob and Fern decided to stay in
Santa Barbara.He joined a local construction concern as its Planner-Estimator.
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Later he became the Maintenance Engineer,Santa Barbara City College.He retired
in 1985.Bob and Fern live at 775 Oak Grove Drive,Montecito,Santa Barbara,CA
in a house they designed and built by themselves.Fern for the past several
years has been active in the Republican Womens Club of Santa Barbara.Bob and
Fern had two children:

Virginia Jeanne Eyre,born 1935,she graduated from the University of Cali-
fornia-Santa Barbara in 1955.She married Robert McConville of Salem,OR.
He was a Naval Aviator,then graduated from the Willamette University
Law School.After practicing law in Salem,he was appointed a Judge of
Marion County Circuit Court.Virginia taught school in Salem for many
years before becoming a Professor of English at Chemeketa Community
College.They have two children:Anne and James(Ref.76).

George Earl Eyre,born in 1938.He was a superb athlete and drowned while
practicing swimming in the pool at the Santa Barbara Swimming Club in
1955(Ref.76).

Bob died 3 May 1996 after a fatal stroke(Ref.188).

Ralph Melson Eyre,the second child of George Earl and Etta Melson Eyre,
born 16 April 1916,Lumsden,Sask,Canada,died 15 May 1992,Salem,OR.He grew up
in Salem,and graduated from Salem High School in 1934.He joined the R.L.
Elfstrom Co.It specialized in construction materials and became its Presi-
dent.In the 1940's,he bought the company and expanded it to include heavy
constuction in the western USA.He married Nellie Carter,a high school
classmate.Upon his retirement in the 1970's,he bought and built many in-
vestment properties in Salem,which he managed until his death.They lived at
1095 Waller St.S,Salem,OR.97302.Their three children were:

Roberta Eyre,born 1946,married David Eaton,a career naval officer.After
retirement,he was a Communication Advisor,He died 28 Aug,1992.She lives in Salem.
Oregon.

Franklin Earl Eyre,born 1942,1ives with his wife,Barbara,in Klamath
Falls,OR.where they own a printing shop.

Ralph Melson Eyre,Jr.,born 1944,was a partner with his father for
years.He now is a rancher near Baker City,Oregon.

Mary Marsh Cason,the maternal aunt of Mary Amanda Gibson Melson,and
her husband,James Pulliam Cason,born 1832,died c1910,married 24 Dec.1853,
lived for many years on a wheat farm at Schulters Flats on Lower Willow
Creek,downstream from Ione,OR.They had eight children: Eliza Cason,born
c1855,died c1860;Charles Cason,born 25 Feb.1857,died 6 Aug.1931,married
Caroline Hale born 16 Mar 1862,died 1958;Lettie Cason,born c1858,died c1860,
Walter Cason,born Aug.1864,died 193-;John Benton Cason,born 28 Dec 1865,
died 28 Jul 1932,married 18 Aug 1895,Ada Templeton,born 3 Jul 1867,died
22 Aug 1961;Isabella Cason;born 1871;James Franklin Cason,born 1877;Ada
Mabel Cason,born 31 Oct 1880,died after 1951,married Aaron Templeton(Ref.183).

Ada Cason Templeton corresponded with my father in 1951,but Dad was
too ill to maintain correspondence with her.At that time she was living
with her daughter Pat Templeton Scrietmeir.A grandson was DR.James T.Temp-
leton,a graduate of Whitman College in 1950 and a Professor of Zoology,
University of Montana.He died in May 1973 of cancer.(Ref.169).
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Florence Cason Spurlock,who sent a copy of her grandmother's story
to my father,was a daughter of John Cason.She was born 22 Apr 1906,died
9 Oct 1945(Ref.183).She married Milton Spurlock,12 May 1929.Milton Spur-
lock,at the time Florence sent Dad the copy of Mary Marsh Cason's story,
was with the Oregon State Highway Department at Pilot Rock,Oregon.

Joseph Lincoln Gibson,the youngest child of Benjamin and Amanda Marsh
Gibson,was sent west with his sister,Mary Amanda Gibson in 1877 to live with
his maternal aunt,Mary Marsh Cason,at Heppner,Oregon.He became a barber and
owned a shop in Lexington,Oregon,a few miles north of Heppner.He married
Minnie Summers,a daughter of the owners of the Lexington Hotel Eli and Rhoda
King Summers her parents objections.Their daughter,Bertha Summers Gibson,
was born 31 Jan.1889(Ref.166).Within a month of the birth of her daughter,Minnie
Summers Gibson died.Rhoda King Summers immediately claimed the infant and
overrode all objections of Joseph Gibson to get his daughter back and raised
Bertha as her own.Joseph eventually left Lexington and opened a barbershop in
Portland,OR.He remarried.His second wife was Bertha Yount.They had two children:
Nina Gibson,who married H.E.Roberts and settled in Arroyo Grande,CA.,and Norman
Gibson who died in the Philippines.In 1925,Joseph retired from work and moved to
Arroyo Grande,CA.to live near their daughter.Bertha Yount Gibson died in 1929,
and Joseph in 1930.(Ref.166).

Bertha Summers Gibson grew up in Lexington and married Harry Dinges,born
26 Aug.1890 in Lorane,OR.on 5 Oct.1913.Bertha and Harry Dinges lived sixty years
in Lexington before moving to Grants Pass,OR.They had two children:

Dan Dinges who grew up in Lexington,After returning to Oregon after the
end of WWII,he joined the United States National Bank in Portland,OR.
and retired as its Executive Vice-President.He then became an investment
advisor.He married Jessie Durston.They live in Beaverton,OR.with their
children;Dan.Jr.who died in 1950,John,Nancy and Andrew(Ref.166).

Ruth Dinges who married an Acklen.She and her husband moved from Lexington
to Grants Pass,OR.Ruth still lives there(Ref.166).

Harry and Bertha Gibson Dinges moved to Grants Pass to be near their daughter
and her family.Harry Dinges died 16 Feb.1962, and Bertha Dinges died 15 Jun.1970.
(Ref.166).

•



•

•

Samuel Jackson believed to have been a native of Shellands,Suffolk,Eng-
land,was first mentioned in Nugent's "Cavaliers and Pioneers,1623-1666,"as
having landed in Northampton County,Virginia as an indentured servant to
William Colebourne(Coulbourne) in 1660.Colebourne was,although never listed
as one,friendly to the Quakers.After years of religious disagreements with
the Colony of Virginia decided to emigrate to the then newly organized Som-
erset County,Maryland,where religious freedom was accepted.Maryland Land
Records,Liber 6 folio 581 dated 16 Aug 1661 showed Colebourne was granted
a Warrant to lay out a tract of four hundred acres,using his rights of 50
acres of land each for himself,his wife,Ann,son son,William,Sam Jackson and
John Rensha.William Colebourne returned after filing this Warrant to North-
ampton County,VA,apparently leaving Sam Jackson in Somerset County,MD.Cole-
bourne finally moved to Maryland sometime between October 1663 and 27 Jan
1663/4,when his son,Solomon,was born.The Colebourne tracts of 1400 acres were
located on the south side of the Big Annamessex River between Jones Creek on
the south and Colebourne Creek on the north,at the mouth of the river.

When his indenture to William Colebourne expired,c1665,Samuel Jack-
son went north and selected land in what was then known as the Nanticoke
Hundred of Somerset County,MD.His first tract was LONG HILL.The Warrant
for this(MD.Land Records,Liber 11 folio 462) was granted 22 July 1668
on Watapcuen(Wetipquin) Creek,which is a tributary of the Nanticoke
River,for 200 acres. His second tract was RUNSELL on Tipkewant(Tyaskin)
Creek and its branch,Jackson Creek,for 100 acres.His third tract was
DANBURY,on Quantico Creek,for 300 acres(MD Land Records Liber 17 folio
445). For some reason,he did not use his right to 50 acres of free land
until 1671(Microfilm WI 22-23 Liber 16 folio 536,2 Nov 1671,Somerset
County- Samuel Jackson proved his right to fifty acres of land finishing
his Services in this Province)." In 1677,he purchased from Roger and
Dorothy Phillips 100 acres of their Patent for ABERGAVENY, also on the
south side of Quantico Creek. This became his home plantation.All his
tracts lay along navigable streams,so the tobacco and other products he
produced for market could be loaded directly onto boats and barges for
transportation along the Chesapeake Bay or onto Great Britain. Tobacco
was the principal crop during this period of time for the planters of
Maryland.

Samuel Jackson and Mrs.Ann Clarke were married c1674 by Robert Madock.
("Maryland Eastern Shore Vital Records,1648-1725," F.Edward Wright,Family
Line Publications,1982). Samuel and Ann Clarke Jackson had several children,
their daughter Susanna was born 28 Nov 1674 at Wiccocomoco;Mary Jackson,27
Jun,1677;Jonathan Jackson,l1 Dec.1679;Samuell Jackson,22 Mar,1681. Ann
Clarke had one son at the time they were married.In his will drawn 11 Mar
1687 and filed for probate 20 Oct 1688,he willed:

to oldest son Jonathan Jackson 100 acres ABERGANI,100 acres SMALL LOTT
wife 	 Ann 	 ABERGANI during her widowhood,other-

wise to Jonathan when 17 years.

•
younger sons Samuel & Daniel

wife and three sons
son 	 Jonathan Jackson
dau 	 Mary Jackson
son 	 Samuel Jackson
son 	 Daniel Jackson
wife's son James

all land north of Chiccone Branch
at age 17 years.
2 horses and one mare,share equally
one cow Blossom and calf
the first mare
cow called London & her female calves
cow called Lovely and her female calves
one heifer
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dau 	 Susan Jackson 	 one mare
dau 	 Elizabeth Jackson 	 one cow called Rose and calf
wife ann 	 sole executrix

CAPT.John Winder and his son,Thomas Winder,to be overseers.

his
Samuel + Jackson

mark"

Jonathan Jackson,the oldest son of Samuel and Ann Jackson,was born
11 Dec.1679.Like his father,Samuel,he became a planter along Quantico
Creek in Somerset County.He had been bequeathed two tracts ABERGANI or
ABERGAVENY and SMALL LOTT by his father.Jonathan married Rachel Atkinson,a
daughter of James and Patience Atkinson.Patience was a daughter of John
and Margaret Higaman of Northampton County,VA.James had settled in Somerset
County where he practiced the trade of Cooper.When James died,in his will
drawn 20 April 1717 and filed for probate 21 Nov.1721,he bequeathed:

to wife Patience Extr,dwelling plantations during life,at her de-
cease to pass 100 acres of COOPER'S PUNKIN to son
Samuel and hrs.Personal estate absolutely excepting
legacies as follows:

sons 	 John,Isaac(at age 21),Joshua,Angolow(when of age),
and daus Rachel Jackson,Thamar and Backster(at age 10)
personality.

son Isaac and hrs 	 70 acres
sons Joshua and Angolow and hrs 250 acres of PETER HALL,near plan-

tation of Edward Jones.
should wife marry,sons to be of age at 18,otherwise at age 21.

Test: Jeremiah Morris,Eleanor Morris,Dunnock Dennis.
Note: 22nd Nov.1721,within named Patience Atkinson claims her thirds.
(A copy of the Inventory of James Atkinson's Estate is shown on page 12-25).

Jonathan Jackson's will was filed for probate 24 Dec.1741,(Somerset County
Wills Liber EB folios 219-220).In his will,he bequeathed:

to son Joshua Jackson 	 WARWICK 100 acres
Lower part of WARINGTON,if no issue to be
granted his brother,Samuell Jackson.

son Samuell Jackson Upper part of WARINGTON including house and
orchard,if no issue to revert to brother Joshua.

Joshua Jackson in his capacity as Executor for his father's estate,filed
a Final Accounting(Somerset County Accounts Liber 19 folio 329,1st.Jan.1742).
An extract from this submission reads:

"Paid Hannah Jackson in full for her part of her father's estate as by
receipt in full appears 3 1 5k.The Accounting continued,listing as
the youngest children:

David
Isaac
James
Esther
Samuel
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Joshua Jackson,the oldest son of Jonathan and Rachel Jackson farmed
the lands his father left him.He served as a soldier in the French and
Indian War.His wife's name was Sarah 	 .Joshua's will was drawn 14
Feb.1764 and filed for probate 2 April 1764.He bequeathed:

to daughter Rachel Donaho 	 one negro boy Jacob and one shilling
Brother Samuell Jackson 	 negro girl Turthana and his equal

part of the estate
wife 	 Sarah
son
	

John Jackson
dau
	

Surfiah Jackson
sons
	

George,Elihu,William
Executrix wife Sarah

WARINGTON,the tract of Joshua Jackson's father,which was divided at
Jonathan's death,between Joshua and Samuell,was sold 14 Jan.1745 along
with WARWICK,100 acres,to John Leatherbury,shipwright of Accomack County,
VA.(Somerset County,MD Land Records Liber X#1 folio 183).

The Inventory of Joshua Jackson's estate is found in Somerset County
Records and are shown on pages 12-23 and 12-24.

Thomas Jackson,the second son of Jonathan and Rachel Jackson,born
c1710,had been given before his father's death a tract named CHANCE.This
land was deeded to him in exchange for 5 shillings.The 100 acres of this
tract had been formed from portions of earlier tracts ABERGANIE and SMALL
LOTT,and lay on the south side of Quantico Creek in Somerset County(Somer-
set County,MD.Land Records Liber MF#Y folio 8,4th Oct.1738).Thomas also
acquired the tract DANBURY which his grandfather,Samuel Jackson,had patent-
ed 4 Feb.1673,300 acres.In 1678,Samuel had willed this tract to his sons,
Samuel and Daniel.How it fell into Thomas's hands is not indicated.However
on 19 Oct.1749 for 47 Shillings Gold,Thomas sold it to Thomas Gillis,the
Recorder for Somerset County.

Thomas Jackson married Sarah Humphris(Humphreys) on 7 Oct.1735 (Step-
ney Parish Vestry Records).0n 14 Jan.1745,Thomas and Sarah sold to John
Leatherbury their tract CHANCE for 40 Pounds(Somerset County,MD.Land Re-
cords Liber Kin folio 184).This transaction was made the same day Thomas's
older brother,Joshua,sold WARWICK and his moiety of WARINGTON to the same
John Leatherbury.Both Thomas and Sarah signed this deed in their own hand-
writing.Thomas and Sarah had three daughters;

Mary Jackson born 22 June 1736
Betty Jackson born 20 June 1738 and
Hannah Jackson born 3 Oct 1740. Hannah married John Gordy 23 Apr.1760.

(John Gordy's Family Bible,pertinent pages held by Lewis B.Melson).
Samuel Jackson,the youngest son of Jonathan and Rachel Jackson,lived

along Quantico Creek,Nanticoke Hundred,Somerset County,MD.He married
Patience 	 .c1763.He farmed the land inherited from his father.Their
children were: Jonathan,married Polly 	 ;Ellenor,married a Bennett;
Nancy,married a Mitchell;Rachel,married a Leatherbury,and Priscilla,married
a Cox.(The Samuel Jackson family lineage is found in the Bible of George
Decatur Jackson in the possession of Mrs.Norris Burwick Downing,the mother
of M.Catherine Downing Holcombe,Milford,DE.)

Nothing is known about the other children of Jonathan and Rachel
Jackson-Ezekiel,Daniel,Isaac,James and Esther.
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Daniel Melson Sr(I) the son of John Melson II and Mary Smith,married
Mary Cary,a daughter of Solomon Cary(Ref.3 to Chap.3).Their second son
was John Melson,born c1733,in Accomack County,VA.,and grew up in the Wico-
mico Hundred,Worcester County,MD.In c1755,he married Hannah 	 (Ref.65).
He was a planter like his father.John and Hannah Melson had seven children:

William Melson,born c1759
Mary Melson,born c1760
Hannah Melson,born c1762
Elizabeth Melson,born c1764
Achshah Melson,born c1766
Tabitha Melson,born 1768
Joseph Melson,born c1770

William Melson,the oldest son,left his parents home in Sussex County,DE.and
took up lands in Somerset County,MD.He married,but his wife's name is not
known.The 1790 Census for the United States listed him as having a wife,one
son older than ll,one son younger than ll,and two daughters both younger
than 11 years of age.His death was recorded in the SOMERSET HERALD dated
3 Dec.1839,age 80 years.

One son of William Melson was Benjamin Melson,he married and his wife's
first name was Eby.They registered the birth of a son,William C.Melson,born
11 Oct.1803,at the Stepney Parish Episcopal Church,Somerset County,MD.Ben-
jamin Melson had lands along the Nanticoke River.

Mary Melson,the second child of John and Hannah Melson,married Thomas
Prettyman.The Prettymans were a Sussex County,DE.family.Her husband,Thomas
Prettyman,was mentioned in his father's will(Ref.68).

"Prettyman,Thomas,Planter,made Feb.26,1790,Heirs,wife,Elizabeth Prettyman,
sons: William,George,Burton,Robert & Thomas:daughters;Tabitha Morris,Mary
ngram,Patience Noles,Sarah Marvel,Agnes Williams and (Isa)bell Pepper.Execs:
wife Elizabeth and son William Prettyman.Witts:Samuel Green,Tabitha Walker,
Kendall Warren.Probate Oct.26,1790."A later archive note,Arch Vol.A94 page
118,stated the estate was settled Apr.14,1795,by Joseph Wharton and Eliza-
beth,his wife,the late Elizabeth Prettyman.The only other information about
Mary Melson Prettyman was she was awarded a portion of the proceeds from
the sale of MIDDLE PLANTATION when the estate of her grandfather,Daniel
Melson(I) was settled.

Hannah Melson,the third child of John and Hannah Parsons Melson,married
John Dorman.Her grandfather,Daniel Melson I gave her a wedding gift:
"Know all men by these presents that I Daniel Melson of Worcester County
State of Maryland do of my own free will give unto my Granddaughter Hannah
Dorman,one Negro woman called "Grace" both for her and her increase to the
said Hannah Dorman of County and State aforesaid she and her heirs Executors
or Administrator or Assigns to the proper use and behest of the said Hannah
Dorman her heris and assigns forever and I the said Daniel Melson myself
my Executors Administrators forever will warrant and defend against the
claims of all persons.In Witness whereof I have to these presents set my
hand and Seal affixed this twenty fifth day of July Anno Domini One Thousand
seven hundred and ninety one.
Signed,sealed and delivered 	 his
in the presence of JOHN WILLIAMS 	 Daniel Melson
and WILLIAM MELSON 	 mark
NB John Dorman and Hannah Dorman is to take a child that doth belong to
the Negro Woman and keep it until it is two years old and then or at any
time after if the said Daniel Melson should send for the Negro Child an
Order in or from his own hand then said John Dorman and or his wife
Hannah their Executors or Administrators is to deliver the said Child
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to him or his order but if the said Daniel Melson does not send for the
Child in his lifetime it will belong to the said John Dorman and his
wife Hannah their and their heirs or assigns forever.In testimony
whereof we the said parties have here unto interchangeably set our
hands and Seals affixed.
JOHN WILLIAMS 	 his

his 	 Daniel Melson
WILLIAM MELSON 	 mark

mark
JOHN DORMAN(Ref.16)

The fourth child of John and Hannah._ 	 Melson was Elizabeth Mel-
son of Worcester County,MD.She was still unmarried at the time of the final
accounting of her Grandfather's estate in 1799.She acted as the Attorney
at Law in the suit filed by the children of John Melson against their
uncle,Daniel Melson II,the Executor of the Estate of his father,Daniel
Melson I.Both John and Hannah Parsons Melson had died before Daniel Melson
I's death.In his will,Daniel Melson I had bequeathed to each of his son
Joseph Melson's children 15 Pounds specie.Whatever was the cause of the
initiation of the suit by the children of John and Hannah Melson against
the Executor of Daniel Melson I's estate,after a lengthy Court action,the
children of John Melson were awarded 20 Pounds each by the Court.This forc-
ed the sale of MIDDLE PLANTATION,a tract of land in the Broad Creek Hun-
dred,Sussex County,DE.Being a forced sale,the land was sold at a bargain
price.It's regretted the cost of the trial,the delay in settling Daniel
Melson's estate and the acrimony involved was permitted for the scant addi-
tional 5 Pounds awarded.Elizabeth Melson was not listed as a resident of
either Delaware or Maryland in the 1800 Census of the United States.

Achshah(Achsey,Asha) Melson,the fifth child of John and Hannah
Parsons Melson,was a co-suer with his sisters against his uncle,Daniel
Melson II.He faded from sight shortly after the settlement of the
suit,possibly joining the migration westwards.An Ezery Melson is shown
in the Census for 1800 in Kentucky,whether this was Achshah or not is
unresolved.

Tabitha Melson,the sixth child of John and Hannah 	 	 Melson,must
have died before 1796 as she was not shown as an heir when her Grandfather's
estate was settled.

Joseph Melson,the seventh child of John and Hannah__ _Melson,
migrated to Kentucky during the 1790's,settling in what was then Bourbon
County.This county was subsequently divided into three new counties,Fleming,
Nicholas and Mason.Joseph lived in the portion that became Mason County.He
was married there and had a son,Joseph Melson Jr,born 1802. The tracing of
this Joseph Melson line is based on the family records of Mrs.Jeanne Freeland
Hawk Bouldin,Edgewater,MD.

Joseph Melson Jr.born 1802,died c1880 at Taylorville,IL,married Eliza-
beth Moore 16 Jul.1831 in Pike County,OH.She was born 1805 in Mason
County,KY.She left Mason County,KY for Scioto County,OH in 1830,she died
1880 in McLean,TX.Joseph Jr.and Elizabeth Moore Melson's children were:

William Melson,born 1836 in Scioto County.OH,died 1867,in Wayne
County,IL,married Nancy Wooley,daughter of Samuel and Margaret Wooley,13
Nov 1858 in Wayne County,IL.She was born 1839 in Johnson County,IN,died
1870,Wabash County,IL.Their children were:

Samuel' Melson,born 1859 in Effingham County,IL.
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William Perry Melson,Jr.,born 6 Nov 1860,in Effingham County,IL,died
1929,Lawton,OK,married c1882,Amanda Elizabeth Gober,in Waxahachie,TX,she
was born 6 Oct 1861,in Mason County,KY.,died Oct.1955,their children:

Cleveland Columbus Melson,born 1 Sep 1884 in Palmer,TX,died in
Capitan,NM.He married c1904,Gladys Hargrove,born c1885,they had 13
children.The names of those known are:

William Melson,born c1905
George Melson,born c1907
Richard Melson,born c1909
Cleveland Melson,born c1911
John Melson,born c1913
Arthur Melson,born c1915
Andra Melson,born c1917

Amos A.Melson,was the second child of William Perry Jr and Amanda
Gober Melson.He was born 24 Jun 1888 in Palmer,TX,died 4 Oct 1889.

Lecta Espanola Melson,the third child of William Perry Jr and Amanda
Gober Melson,was born 16 May 1892,in Palmer,TX,died 14 Feb.1979,in
Fairfax,VA..She married 3 Oct 1912,Edwin Freeland.He was born 14 Apr
1879 in Larneo,KS,died 30 Dec 1931 in Lawton,OK.Their children:

Edwin Perry Freeland,born 1914,married Evelyn Kilgore,born 10
Dec.1919.

Jeanne Elizabeth Freeland,born 7 Feb.1917 in Oneida WI,married (1)
c1945,Stanley Wolford Hawk,born 3 Jun 1909,their children are:

Sheila Nancy Hawk,born 12 May 1947,married James Patrick Etter,
born Sep.1946,their daughter is Lisa Renee Etter,born 4 Dec.1973.

Sharon June Hawk,born 26 Aug.1948,married Terence Albert
Murphy,and their two children are Shane Michael Murphy born 11 Jan 1977
and Brent Anthony Murphy,born 9 Aug.1981.

Jeanne and Stanley Hawk were divorced 19 Jul 1958. On 30 Dec 1970,
she married William Kennon Bouldin,born 1916.They live in Edgewater.MD.

Laura Bell Melson,the third child of William Perry Jr and Amanda
Melson,was born 5 Mar 1863 in Effingham County,IL,died 14 Apr 1936,in
Wheeler,IL.She married (1) 30 Jul 1881 in Ellis County,TX,Layton Riley,
born 25 Jun 1849,died 20 Jul 1888,in IL.He was a Teacher.Their children
were:

George Wamack Layton,born 20 Jan.1882,in Palmer,TX,died in Elliotstown,IL.
Perry Layton,born 1885,in Elliotstown,IL,died 1886,in Elliotstown,IL.
Charlie Layton,born 1889 in Elliotstown,IL.

Laura's second husband was Harvey Greenwalt.They were married 1890 in McLean,
TX.He was born 1848 in Elliotstown,IL,died 30 Oct 1898,in Elliotstown,IL.
Their children:

Jesse Greenwalt,born 1894 in Okla.
Della Greenwalt,born 1895,in Elliotstown,IL
William Porter Greenwalt,born 1897,in Elliotstown,IL,died 12 Nov 1963,

in Seattle,WA.,He married Ida Geith,1928.
Laura's third husband was John McCann,in 1901,in Wheeler,IL.He was born

c1864,in Wheeler,IL.Their children:
John McCann,born 1902,in Elliotstown,IL.
Amy McCann,born 1905,in Elliotstown,IL.

James Melson,the fourth child of William and Nancy Wooley Melson,born
1866,in Effingham County,IL.He moved to Okla in 1880.

Mary Melson,the third child of Daniel I and Mary Smith Melson,was born
c1736(Ref.14) in Accomack County,VA.,died 1780,Sussex County,De.She moved
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from Accomack County,VA to Worcester County,MD.with her parents.She mar-
ried c1755,Joseph Wharton,born c1736,died after 1791.Their children:

Elizabeth Wharton,born c1770,married c1792,Warren Prettyman.
Joseph Wharton Jr.,born c1772,emigrated to Bourbon County,KY,after

1800,died there.
Mary Wharton,born c1774.

In addition to those lines of the Melson family described by the earlier
pages,The Delaware Archives also show an Elijah Melson,whose will was drawn
Nov.28,1778(Ref.32).The administration of his estate was assigned pSep.29,
1794 to George Black and wife,Elizabeth,late Elizabeth Melson.Just which
Melson family,Elijah was a member,has not been determined.Obviously,his
widow,Elizabeth,has remarried shortly after his death and was then
Elizabeth Black.

William Sharp's will was made Dec.21,1789 in Sussex County,Delaware
(Ref.23).In this will,he bequeathed:

to wife 	 Polly
son 	 Joseph Melson Sharp
daus 	 Lovey,Polly,Elizabeth Sharp
Exec, •wife,Polly Sharp
Witt: 	 Joseph Melson and others

Elizabeth Short's will was drawn May 15,1786,filed for probate May
25,1786,Sussex County,DE(Ref.34).In this will,she bequeathed:

	

to sons 	 Jacob,Shadrach,Phillip,Isaac,Edward

	

daus 	 Betty Tindal,Nancy Melson,Rachel Shockly,Comfort Bengston,
Patience Ellingsworth.

Catherine Evans will was drawn Sep.22,1787,probated Oct.3,1787,Sussex
County, DE(Ref.35).She bequeathed to:

sisters 	 Nanny Melson,Mary Wharton,Nancy Wharton,Tabitha Wharton.
sister-in-law Esther Wharton
son-in-law 	 William Evans
grandson 	 John Cord Evans
granddaus 	 Elizabeth,Mary,Sarah Cord,An and Martha Evans.
Exec. 	 Williams Evans,son-in-law.

(Note) Nanny Melson might have been the wife of William Melson,and the
mother of Wharton Melson.

"SOMERSET COUNTY,MARYLAND MARRIAGE RECORDS,1796-1871," Roy C.Pullitt,Old
Somerset House,P.O.Box 308,Prince George,VA.23875,1986 lists these:

Edward Melson & Lida A.Nicols
Elijah Melson & Sally Tignall
George H.Melson & Anne E.Tyson
Joseph W.Melson & Hester Windsor
Levin H.Melson & Elizabeth A.Evans
Washington Melson & Julia Anne Weatherly
William Melson & Polly Robertson
Elizabeth Melson & Alan W.Roberston
Mileah Anne Melson & Caleb Washington Bozman
Hannah Melson & Levin Bradley
Mary H.Melson & CAPT.William J.Weatherley

24 Nov.1869
17 Nov.1813
5 Sep.1867

30 May 1866
20 Apr.1868
15 Dec.1835
31 Jan.1809
7 Jan.1840
4 Sep.1855
6 Nov.1804

29 Dec.1859•
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CHAPTER EIGHT

The first Welch of our line for whom information is know was Lewis B.
Welch.He was listed in the 1820 Census of the United States for the Mad-
ison Township,Columbiana County,Ohio.His will was filed as Case #1641 in
1837 (Ref.20).In it,he listed his wife as Catherine,his sons were shown
as Jacob Welch,born c1789;Peter Welch,born c1791;Henry Welch,born 1806.
His daughters were Susan Welch,born c1793,married a Gilson;Catherine
Welch,born c1802,married a Henderson;and Mary Welch,born c1804,married a
Hillman.His farm of 210 acres was in the 13th.Section,10th.Township Second
Range of Madison Township,Columbiana County.The 1850 Census for Madison
Township,showed his son,Lewis Welch,as a resident,and listed his state of
birth as Virginia(Ref.#1).Florence Janie Welch Nist's records showed
Henry Welch and his brothers,James and John,were living in the that same
township in the 1840 Census(Ref.5).Henry,the youngest son of Lewis B.Welch,
married Barbara Smith,27 Mar 1828.They were known to have had a family
of ten children,the names of eight are known(Refs.1 & 5).

Lewis J.Welch 	 born 1829
Peter Welch 	 " Oct.10,1830
Henry Welch 	 1832
Samuel Welch 	 " c1836 (Ref.3)

1837
1841
1843
1848

Henry Welch purchased in 1841 a Patent for land in the Wesley Town-
ship of Washington County,Ohio,which is in the south-eastern part of the
state.He moved his family from Columbiana County to this newly opened tract.
The Patent for this land was,in 1970,in the possession of Mrs.William A.
(Emma Agnes Welch)Wright,Leesburg,Ohio read:

"Patent United States to Joshua Reeve
Certificate Number 4196
Issued by the President of the United States
August 20,1838.

Signed Martin Van Buren."

This patent described a tract of land as the "Northwest 1/2 of the South
West k of Section 8,Township 7 of Range 11,District of Sanas.Henry Welch
was shown in the 1850 Census of the United States,Washington County,Ohio
as being on that tract of land.Janie's history of the Welch Family is
silent about Henry Welch and his wife after this point.His name does not
appear in the 1860 Census of the United States for Washington,County,Ohio.

Little else is known about the Welch family.The brothers and sisters of
Peter Welch,other than for Janie Nist's records.Lewis J.Welch,the oldest
son,was shown in the 1850 Census of Washington County,Ohio as living with

Susannah(Susan Welch "
Martin Welch "
John Welch "
James Welch "



with his parents. Henry Welch was listed,married,wife's name
Ann,born 1837.(Ref.3).Henry is also shown in the Peter Welch
Family photograph taken in 1905.(Ref.4). Martin Welch is
listed as a Farmer in the 1870 Census,married,wife's name
Lucy,born 1853 in Ohio.(Ref.6). John Welch,also a Farmer,
married,wife name Isabell,born 1858 in Ohio.(Ref.6). James
Welch was listed in the 1870 Census,married,wife's name,
Emma, with two sons, William,age one year, and David,age 1
month.(Ref.4).

Peter Welch,the second child of Henry and Barbara Smith
Welch.,was born Oct.10,1830 in Columbiana County,Ohio.(Ref.5).
He moved to the Wesley Township,Washington County,OH.with his
parents. This county,for which Marietta is the county seat,is
in the southeastern corner of the state. Wesley Township,lies
along the western border of the county immediately above
Decatur Township. Both border the Little Hocking River. The
land is generally rolling hills,broken and rugged,with thin
soils along the sides and crests. The soils are reds or
clays with wheat and hay being the principal crops although
fruit does well. Peter moved south from his parents farm-
lands to Decatur Township when he married and settled. He
became a substantial farmer.He married Hannah Gilmore in
1852.She was a daughter of Torrans and Polly Gilmore.Hannah
was born in 1834.(Ref.5). Her father,Torrans Gilmore,came
from Ireland.(Ref.18), and her mother,Polly, was born in
Pennsylvania.(Ref.18). Peter and Hannah Welch had a family
of thirteen children.(Ref.5).

Children
	

born 	 died

John Welch
Noah Welch
Emilie Welch
Martin Welch
Barbara Welch
McClellan Welch
Warren Welch
Estelle Welch
Lucy Welch
Ella May Welch
S.Dow Welch
George Welch
Marion Welch

1853(Ref.5)
Oct. 3,1855(Ref.5)

1857(Ref.6)
1860(Ref.6)
1862(Ref.6)
1864(Ref.6)

Feb.24,1866(Ref.8)
1868(Ref.6)
1870(Ref.6)
1872(Ref.2)
1874(Ref.2)

Jun.24,1877(Ref.8)
Feb. 	 ,1880(Ref.5)

after 1943(Ref.5)
Sep. 13,1938(Ref.15)

Dec.20,1944(Ref.8)

Aug.30,1906(Ref.8)
after 1955(Ref.5)

Peter was active in the affairs of the Township.He served
as a Trustee for it and for its central settlement,originally
known as Upper Settlement, then later as Decaturville Postoff-
ice. He gave land and built a church,which was known as the
Welch Chapel United Brethern Church. Near the church, he est-
ablished a family cemetery that still exists. The county keeps
it well maintained. His original home has been torn down as
has the first chapel building. Today, another structure known
as the Decatur Township House,which is also used as a chapel
has been built,adjacent to the cemetery. Peter acquired more
land as time passed and gave each of his sons a large farm
when they became adults.In his later years,he still farmed
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325 acres of Section Twenty-two.Peter Welch died Oct.16,1906
at the age of 76.(Ref.8).Hannah Gilmore Welch died Jan.31,
1922.Both were buried along with other members of their fam-
ily in the Welch Cemetery.
This region of Ohio was visited in August 1969. The

lands to the east of the Little Hocking River are a jumble
of small hills, numerous creeks and are heavily wooded. The
area is being returned to its natural state and the old
Welch farmlands lie within the newly created National For-
est.Looking at the thin soils,it is amazing any farmer Could
have prospered as Peter did. Peter and Hannah's final rest-
ing place is on Washington County Highway #111 three miles
west of its eastern terminus,which is the junction with Ohio
State Highway #555. This highway runs north from Belpre on the
Ohio River through the Decaturville Postoffice and Cutler to
Bartlett on US 50A. The graves in the Welch Cemetery were
neatly maintained. Peter's headstone was the most prominent.
Upon the granite marker were inscribed these words:

" All is dark within our dwelling
Lonely are our hearts today
For the one we loved so dearly
Has forever gone away" (Ref.8)

Hannah's marker merely recorded the years of her birth and
death and the phrase "The Lord is my Shepherd."

The other graves within the cemetery included:
George L.Welch 	 Jun.24,1877
	

Aug.30,1906(his grave was
decorated with a Spanish-
American War flag).

Warren P.Welch
	

Feb.24,1866
	

Dec.20,1944
Belle Welch
	

Apr.22,1880
	

(This is Ella)
H.S.Welch
	

1903
	

1908
M.L.Welch
	

1908
	

1908
A.V.Welch
	

1906
	

1908
A.K.Welch
	

1897
	

1897
Guy Brandenberry 	 Sep.18,1882
	

Nov.11,1887(son of Isaac
(and Emilie).

Bessie Brandenberry Kincaid 1878
	

1905(wife of V.A.
Kincaid).

Hannah Gilmore Welch's parents were Torrans and Polly
Gilmore.(Ref.5). Torrans was shown in the 1850 Census as a
native of Ireland. Hannah Gilmore Welch confirmed this when
she,in the 1880 Census,listed Ireland as the birthplace for
her father. Torrans was born in 1804.(Ref.10). Torrans wife
was Polly 	 (Ref.10). She	 was born in Pennsylvania in
1807.He was a farmer in Wesley Township. Like Henry Welch,he
is listed for this area only in the 1850 Census. what
happened to the Gilmore family after that is unknown, none
of the later census reports show any Gilmores. In the 1850
Census, Torrans and Polly Gilmore were shown to have seven
children. Torrans and Polly Gilmore were probably married in
Pennsylvania c1828. The children living with their parents
in 1850 were:(Ref.10).



Polly Gilmore
Hannah Gilmore
James Gilmore
Robett Gilmore
Thomas Gilmore
Samuel Gilmore
Lucy A.Gilmore

born 1830
1834
1840
1842
1844
1846
1849

John Welch,the oldest child of Peter and Hannah Welch,
was born in 1853.John's first wife was Margaret(Maggie)
Mcllveen,born 1855 in Ohio. Her parent's, John and June Munn
Mcllveen(Mcllvene),were born in Ireland and emigrated to the
United States sometime between 1851 and 1854. Her father was a
farmer and she had,in 1860,five brothers and sisters:

John Mcllveen 	 1848
Agnes Mcllveen 	 1851
Harriett Mcllveen 	 1854
Margaret J.Mcllveen 1855
Mary E.Mcllveen 1858
Annabella McLiveen 1859

in Ireland

Ohio

John Welch was a farmer and a schoolteacher throughout his
life in southeastern Ohio.John and Maggie had five children:

Clarence Welch 	 c1877
Florence Jane Welch 1879
Isa Bell Welch
Frank Welch
Emma Agnes Welch

Maggie Mcllveen Welch died during the late 1880's. John re-
married in 1892. His second wife was Nancy Jane Garvin. They
had three children:

Gordon Welch
Preston Welch
Hannah Ellen Welch 	 (Ref.5).

John lived to be more than ninety years old. His grandson,
COL.Cecil W.Nist,USA,visited him in 1943.(Ref.13).Cecil is
the son of Charles and Florence Jane Welch Nist. Cecil wrote
in his letter about this visit that his grandfather was very
alert and active during the visit. John,Nancy Garvin Welch,
and their daughter Hannah Ellen Welch were buried in the Center
Point Union Church graveyard,which is on US50 between Athens
and Albany,Ohio.(Ref.13).

Florence Jane Welch,the second child of John and Maggie
Welch was born in the Decatur Township,Washington County,OH.
in 1879. She married Charles Nist,another Decatur Townshiop
resident,c1898. They had four children;(Ref.13).

Cecil W.Nist
	

born Aug.10,1900 died Nov.13,1978
Cora Nist 	 c1902
Frank Nist 	 c1906
Percy Nist 	 c1908 	 : polio 1924



Charles and Florence Welch Nist left Decatur Township and
moved to Salem,Oregon in 1905, and lived in Salem for the
rest of their lives. Charles died in the 1950's,and Florence
Janie on Nov.4,1969 at the age of ninety.(Ref.11).

Cecil W.Nist,the oldest child of Charles and Florence
Janie Nist, graduated from Salem High School and the United
States Military Academy in 1922. after an illustrious career
in the U.S.Army, he retired as a COLONEL to Bradenton,Florida.
Cecil married Ellen Mary Swan,born 1904,died Jul.3,1978.(Ref
13). c1923. They had two sons: Cecil W.Nist,JR.,born Dec.23,
1925; and Allan Nist. Both sons also selected careers in the
U.S.Army.

Cora Nist,the second child of Charles and Florence Janie
Nist, grew up in Salem,Oregon. She married Charles Sapping-
field. Charles and Cora lived on Howells Prairie,east of Salem,
Oregon.Their only son died young from heart problem complica-
tions. She cheerfully provided excellent information about
the Welch family.(Ref.11).

Frank Nist,the third child of Charles and Florence Nist
grew up in Salem,Oregon and settled in Portland,OR.(Ref.11).

Percy Nist,the fourth child of Charles and Florence
Nist,was born in Salem,OR.in 1908, he died from polio in
1924.(Ref.13).

Among my mother's records was a photograph she had kept
showing a reunion of the Peter Welch family in 1904 when her
father revisited his parents for the last time. Grandfather
had never listed on the photograph the names of the family
members shown. In the summer of 1970, Cora took the photo-
graph with her on a visit she made to see her aunt,Mrs.Emma
Agnes Welch Wright,Rt.2,Leesburg,Ohio. She encouraged her
aunt to name as many of the members of the family shown in
the picture as possible. Neither Emma or Cora were in the
picture,Emma was sick the day it was made and was kept at
home and Cora,nor her parents,were present, they were success-
ful in naming thirty of the thirty-six people shown. Thanks
to their efforts,much of the information about the children
of Peter and Hannah Welch has been saved. The photograph of
the Peter Welch family reunion and the names of the family mem-
bers shown in it may be seen on pages 11-57 and 11-58.

Emma Agnes Welch,the youngest daughter of John and Maggie
Mcllveen Welch, married William A.Wright. They settled in
Leesburg,Ohio. She and her husband were still alive in 1975.
Mrs.Wright kept as a treasured memento of the family the
Patent issued Joshua Reeve by President Van Buren for the
land in Wesley Township,Washington County,Ohio purchased by
Henry Welch,her great-grandfather.

There is no information about the other children of John
Welch,the oldest son of Peter and Hannah Welch.

Little is known about the other children of Peter and
Hannah Welch. Emilie Welch,born 1857, married Isaac Bran-
denberry. The Brandeberrys might have also moved from Col-
umbiana County to Washington County about the same time as
the Welchs,as the 1820 Census for Columbiana County showed
several Brandeberry families there. Isaac and Emilie Welch
Brandeberry were shown in the 1880 Census(Ref.10),with two



Later information adds eight more:(Reffs,8.10.13).
Bessie May Brandenberry born 	 ,1878,died 1905.
Attie Jane Brandenberry " 	 ,1879
Guy Brandenberry 	 Sep.18,1882,died.11,1887
Frank Brandenberry
Peter Brandenberry
Hannah Brandenberry
Carl Brandenberry
Van Nellie Brandenberry
Thomas Brandenberry

Bessie May Brandenberry married V.A.Kincaid and died in
1905. She and her brother,Guy,were buried in the Welch
Cemetery.

Martin Welch,the fourth child of Peter and Hannah Welch,
married Arminta Chambers.(Ref.5). He farmed near his father
They had four children: Pearl, Raymond,Lelin and Ernest.
Mrs.Wright identified one of the children in the family
photograph as Lelia Welch, this might have been "Lelin."
Martin married again after Arminta's death. The name of his
second wife is not known,but they had three children: Paul,
Jess and Genevieve(Ref.13).

Barbara Welch,the fifth child of Peter and Hannah Welch,
married Charles Weaver. Their four children were: Mae,Noah,
Roy and Estelle.(Ref.13).

McClellan Welch,the sixth child of Peter and Hannah
Welch, married,but his wife's name is not known. One of• 	 their children was Emil Welch.(Ref.13).

Warren P.Welch,the seventh child of Peter and Hannah
Welch,was also married,but,again, his wife's name is not
known. Possibly some of their children were H.S.; A.V.;
and A.K. as the graves of these infants were next to his
grave in the Welch Cemetery.

Estelle Welch,the eighth child of Peter and Hannah Welch
married Charley Burfield. Both were alive and shown in the
family photograph.

Lucy Welch,the ninth child of Peter and Hannah Welch,
married Tom Matheny,both were shown in the family photo.

Ella Welch was the tenth child of Peter and Hannah
Welch,there is no other information about her.

Dow Welch was the eleventh child of Peter and Hannah
Welch. He was in the family photograph,with his wife and
baby.

George Welch,the twelfth child,never married.
Marion Welch was the thirteenth child of Peter and

Hannah Welch, there is no other information about him.

Noah Welch, the second child of Peter and Hannah
Welch,was born in the Decatur Township,Washington County,
Ohio,Oct.3,1855(Ref.15).He grew up on his parents farm and
and began his career as a schoolteacher at the age of seven-
teen. He lived with his parents until he was 27,when he left
Ohio and settled at Glasco,Kansas. There he became a partner
of W.B.Hare in a general store. When Glasco, a small farming
community in Cloud County,Kansas,along the banks of the Solo-
mon River in north central Kansas,built its first school in



1884„Noah became its first Principal for the summer term.He
was Postmaster for Glasco, from 1885 to 1889. Noah married
Alverda Hare, a daughter of DeLuney Lawrence Hare and
Rebecca Burk.Alverda was a sister of William Burk Hare,Noah's
partner in the Glasco store.They were married Oct.3,1883. In
1890,Noah and Alverda decided to move from Glasco. They left
Kansas and settled in Salem,Oregon.I asked Grandfather Welch
once why they left Glasco, his eyes twinkled and he replied
with a smile that the prolonged drouth that blanketed Kansas
and the plains and prairies of the midwest during the 1880's
had outlasted him. When they reached Salem,Noah rented a
small farm about a half a mile east of the city limits on D
Street Extended.A year later, he purchased ten acres direct-
ly south of where they'd been living, on Center Street.This was
to their home for the rest of their lives. Noah resumed his
career as a schoolteacher. He devoted his life to teaching
school and handling his small farm. He taught in the small
communities east of Salem;Pringle,Pratum and Swegle.He supple-
mented his income from teaching by specializing on his modest
acres in fruits and berries.He delighted in raising high quality
produce. I well recall his delicious apples and plums, and the
plump Logan and blackberries he raised.Noah never returned to see
his parents and homeland in Ohio until 1905,when he made a vis-
it when the Peter Welch family reunion was held.His copy of the
picture of the reunion was saved by my mother.

Noah and Alverda Welch were impressive in appearance. Grand-
father stood more than six feet two inches in height, he was stal-
wart,had dark hair and brown eyes,he always wore a moustache.
He was and always wore a moustache.He was meticulous in every-
thjing he did. He appreciated fine livestock, his farm always
sparkled. Grandmother Alverda or "Verde" as she was more com-
monly known was a warm,chipper,alert lady.A fabled person for
every small grandchild to visit. Her kitchen was better than a
trip to Disneyland. Cookies were always waiting in a huge jar

to be sampled along with fresh drippy honey or molasses, and
hot steamy biscuits at every meal. She kept a formal parlor,
seldom opened during normal living, but filled with treasures
such as Aunt Mildred's ukelele, a sterioptican, with boxes of
slides showing the Chicago World Fair of '93,the St.Louis Fair
of '04 and assorted views of such things as acrobats crossing
Niagara Falls on a tight wire. She always had a bright smile
and a cheery word at just the right moment. She didn't have many
grandchildren,so she lavished ample affection upon those of
us fortunate enough to be with her from time to time.Grand-
father was a staunch Democrat,who regarded William Jennings
Bryan as one of his idols. Every summer,when the Chautauqua
(a traveling tent show featuring reknown persons and novel
speciality acts)swung through Salem on its annual visit, he
made a specific point of visiting Bryan,who was one of the
top attractions. Incidentially, he took me along and intro-
duced me to this world reknown orator and politician.Grand-
father also corresponded for many years with Franklin Delano
Roosevelt many years before FDR became a national figure.Grand-
father never came to grips with the mechanical age.In the early
1920's,he bought a Willys-Overland touring car.He built a small
garage for it at right-angles to the highly crowned road that



extended Center Street eastwards from the city limits of
Salem. The county had paved the road of this section in
1921,casting up the clayey contents from the deep drainage
ditches that bordered the roadway, and asphalt paving the
surface,all 12 feet in width of it,but leaving only minimal
steeply sloping shoulders.This was the traditional 'turnpike'
type of construction favored for a hundred years for teams
of horses and wagons,but not quite correct for motorcars.
Whenever Grandfather decided to go into town, he would open
the doors to the garage,place the throttle of the car in the
wide-open position, retard the spark,prime the engine and
twist the crank until the motor roared into life. With the
first sputter, Uncle Maurice would pause, drop whatever he
was doing,dash to the barn and harness the horses. He knew
from experience that Grandfather would get into the driver's
seat with the engine still racing, wrench the gears into the
reverse position,let out the clutch and shoot backwards out
of the garage without ever looking to see if the road was
clear of oncoming traffic. This maneuver assured the
Willys-Overland would shoot from the garage over the narrow
paved portion of the highway and down into the drainage
ditch on the far side. The steep sides of the ditch would
prevent his being able to get the car back onto the roadway.
About then, Uncle Maurice would arrive with the team of
horses. Without a word being said by either, Maurice would
hitch the team to the front bumper and haul the car,with the
engine still roaring,back onto the paved surface headed
towards town. He'd unhitch the team and get out of the way.
Grandfather would grind the gears into Low and lurch away,
leaving a shower of mud behind from the rear wheels to show
where he'd been.I used to enjoy this scene,watching it
was one of the delights of a visit to Grandpa and Grandma
Welch.

After retiring from teaching in 1930,Grandfather contin-
ued to tend his farm.He took an active interest in civic
affairs and was a marvelous friend to his grandchildren un-
til his death from pneumonia,Sep.13,1938(Ref.15).Alverda
Hare Welch remained in their home until 1942.Her daughter,
Edith, and her husband,Charles Fuller,lived next door,which
was a convenience. Finally, she moved to an apartment in
Salem. She died Aug.20,1945.(Ref.15).

Noah and Alverda Welch had nine children, four were born
in Kansas,the others in Salem,Oregon:

Lewis Warren Welch
Maurice W.Welch
Edith Welch
Hattie Etta Welch
Frank Gordon Welch
Ella Mae Welch
Eva Welch

b.Sep. 9,1884 d.May 10,1899,drowned
b.Apr.17,1886 d.May 12,1963.
b.Jul.23,1887 d.Aug.14,1964.
b.Apr.30,1889 d.Mar.24,1973.
b.Sep.20,1892 d.May 2,1915,flu.
b.Jul.19,1894 d.Oct. 8,1969.
b.Feb.25,1896 d.Mar.15,1896.

Alice Rose Welch 	 b.Jun.25,1899 d.Jul.24,1970.
Mildred Olive Welch b.Jul.15,1902 d.Aug. 6,1953(Ref.15)
Lewis Warren Welch the oldest child of Noah and Alverda

Welch,drowned in a pond not far from his home. Mother said
Lewis and some other boys were playing on a raft in this



in the pond. Somehow he slipped off the raft and sank below
the surface. Many years later, I looked at the pond which
looked to me to be more of an abandoned excavation for a
building that was never built. Whatever happened ,no one
knows,but he never survived the mishap.

Maurice William Welch,the second child of Noah and
Alverda Welch,became an expert farmer,nurseryman and an
all-around outdoorsman. He married Myrtle Goebel,Aug.15,
1918.(Ref.15). Myrtle had a daughter,Maxine ,from a previous
marriage. June Welch, the only child of Maurice and Myrtle
Welch,was born Nov.25,1919.(Ref.15). Maurice and Myrtle
separated a few years after their marriage and were divorced
in 1937.Maurice married again,his second wife was Nellie
Varley. Maurice worked many years as a nurseryman,he loved
grafting trees. He also taught Farming at the Chemawa Indian
School,which was four miles north of Salem,Or. After retiring
from this position, he worked in a Salem social club until his
death in 1963. Maurice was always close to my mother,his sis-
ter. One of my earliest memories was watching Uncle Maurice
help Dad make Sauerkraut in the cellar of our home on N.States-
man Street in Salem,OR. Dad and Maurice made enough for the
Melson and Welch families. Hundreds of heads of cabbage were
collected,then sliced on a shredder clamped over the open
upper end of a wooden barrel. Maurice enjoyed chores of this
type. He kept up a lively chatter even permitting a small 5
year old nephew to help push the cabbages across the cutting
blade.

June Welch, Maurice's only child,graduated from Salem
High School in the same class as my sister,Evelyn.1937. She
worked several years for the Stiff Furniture Company in Sal-
em,OR. Later she worked for the State of Oregon and for the
Willamette Hyster Co.in Portland.OR. She married John Simmons
in 1943. John,after returning from service with the U.S.Army
in WWII became a successful restaurant owner. When he sold
the restaurant, he joined a cooperative that manufactured
plywood and worked in its mill for many years.John and June
built their home in Scappoose,OR. some twenty miles west of
Portland along the Columbia River. They never had any child-
ren of their own. They adopted two,a boy and a girl. John
and June now divide their time between a winter home in south-
ern California and their home in Scapposse,OR.

Edith Welch,the third child of Noah and Alverda Welch,
married Charles Fuller,born c1885,in Salem,OR.,Sep.28,1910.
(Ref.15). Charles was a skilled sheetmetal worker and fol-
lowed this trade throughout his life. In the early 1920's,
Charles and Edith purchased a tract of land immediately east
of her parent's farm and built their home on this tract.
They had one son, Norman Fuller,born 1916,died 1944. Norman
graduated from Salem high School in 1934 and trained with
his father in sheetmetal work. He was drafted into the Army
in 1940, and became a Sergeant with the Second Armored Divi-
sion. Norman was killed in action in France,Aug.14,1944(Ref.
15). Edith never recovered from this blow and became an
invalid for the remainder of her life. She died Aug.15,1964.
Charles only survived her by two weeks,dying Aug.29,1964.Ref.15
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Hattie Etta Welch was the fourth child of Noah and
Alverda Welch. She was born in Glasco,Kansas and went to
Salem,Oregon with her parents when she was one year old. She
graduated from Salem High School in 1903 and married Roy
S.Melson,Jun.25,1913. Mother and Dad's story may be found in
Chapter Five.

Frank Gordon Welch,the fifth child of Noah and Alverda
Welch was born in Salem,Oregon, he died from an attack of
the flu in 1915..(Ref.15).

Ella Mae Welch was the sixth child of Noah and Alverda
Welch. She was born and grew up in Salem,OR. Mae married
Homer Tarpley c1915. They had no children and were divorced
in the late 1930's. Mae remarried, Jul.19,1943. Her second
husband was John Stark. They were divorced three years later.
Mae worked for the Marion County Welfare Department for
thirty years. After her retirement,she continued to live in
Salem.OR.until her death(Ref.15).

Eva Welch,the seventh child of Noah and Alverda Welch
was born in Salem,OR. She died when she was less than one
month old(Ref.15).

Alice Rose Welch was the eighth child of Noah and Alverda
Welch. She was born in Salem,OR. graduated from the Salem
High School and the University of Oregon where she received
her degree in Library Science. Alice married a fellow
student at the Univ.of Oregon,Chauncey Marston,in 1923.
Chauncey continued his studies and received a degree in
medicine. They settled in Portland,OR.where Chauncey
practiced medicine and Alice was the Librarian for the
Lincoln High School. They had no children. They were
divorced in the 1950's. Alice remained in Portland after her
retirement,dying Jul.24,1970. She lies with her parents in
the Jason Lee Cemetery,Salem,Oregon(Ref.15).

Mildred Olive Welch was the ninth child of Noah and
Alverda Welch. She was born in Salem,Oregon. After grad-
uating from high school,she worked as a secretary in Salem
for many years. She married Trent Dawson in 1927. Trent and
Mildred lived in Eugene,Oregon for many years,then moved to
Portland,Oregon,where they had a unique dwelling, a house-
boat on the Willamette River. Trent became a locomotive en-
gineer for the Union Pacific Railroad. They had no children.
Mildred died of cancer, Aug.6,1953(Ref.15).

This completes what is known about the Welch family to
which my mother belonged. Alverda Hare Welch's family re-
cords extend further into the past. The basic source of the
research into the Hare family and its relatives was collect-
ed by a niece of Grandmother's, Mrs.Bernice Goff-Fraser.
Grandmother saved her niece's letter and gave it to my
mother for our records. Mrs.Goff-Fraser's data is so detail-
ed, rather than attempting to rewrite it, I have included it
in its entirety.

"Mrs.Bernice Goff-Fraser to her Aunt Alverda Hare Welch,
Merriam,Kansas, Nov. 3,1934.
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Nov.3,1934
Dear Aunt Verde:

I have not forgotten you but have been writing and waiting for more infor-
mation about our families.Here is the Stoops line:(1) Rebecca Burk Hare,b.1827,
Noblesville,IN.married Deluney or Deone Hare,b.1829,Noblesville,IN.on Dec.19,
1849,at Noblesville,IN.by her brother,John Burk,Justice of the Peace.(2) Re-
becca Burk Hare,daughter of Alicia Stoops Burk,b.Nov.29,1797,married,date un-
known,Moses Burk,birth unknown,Noblesville,IN.(3)Alicia Stoops Burk,daughter
of Mary Ferguson Burk,b.1773,supposedly in Pennsylvania.Phillip Stoops,born
Jun.17,1768,died,Jan.23,1841,Noblesville,IN.(4) Mary Ferguson Stoops,daughter
of Moses Ferguson,born Ireland 1736,died Pennsylvania,1801,who married date
unknown,Sarah 	 ,birth unknown,died unknown.

Children of Philip Stoops and Mary Ferguson Stoops

John Stoops 	 b.Sep.10,1793
Ann Grey Stoops b.Oct. 1,1795
Alicia Stoops 	 b.Nov.29,1797
William Stoops 	 b.Apr.17,1799
Philip Stoops 	 b.Apr.17,1802
Mary Stoops 	 b.Mar. 3,1807
James Stoops
Judith Stoops

never married
George Burk
Moses Burk
Zeruah Burk
Margaret Ferguson
John Wheeler
Jane Ferguson
unknown

Authorities proving line:
Records in the Family Bible to Alicia Stoops(Grandpa Hare's Bible).Letters

from Great Uncle Philip Burk states his mother was Alicia Stoops Burk.Grandmo-
ther Rebecca Burk mentioned on page 6 of the "Wheeler Stoops Genealogy" in Nob-
lesville,IN.Library.Her mother,Alicia Stoops Burk and her grandmother,Mary Fer-
guson,mentioned in"Wheeler Stoops Genealogy."

Moses Ferguson,father of Mary Ferguson Stoops

"Pennsylvania Archives,series 5,volume 4,page 286
et 	 et 	 ft

	

5, 	 " 	 4, " 	 650
"Life in the Middle West,Clark,pages 28-29.

Cousins DAR National Number 176,771-Mrs.Laura Wheeler Keiser,whose great
grandmother,Mary Stoops,was a sister to my great grandmother,Alicia Stoops .

Authorities proving service on ancester with details:
Records furnished by the Dept.of Public Instruction,Harrisburg,PA.Archives Div.

"Penn.Archives-Private in Cumberland Co.Militia.Received depreciation pay.
Colonel Alexander Brown.
Name appears on combined roll of John Fleming,Hugh McClelland and William
Lamb,Captains,April,May,June,July,August,1782.

Moses Ferguson, b.1736 in County Antrim,Ireland,d.1801,Fleming County,KY
Sarah 	 , b. 	 ? 	 ,d. ?

Children 	  three girls

Sarah Ferguson b.unknown 	 m.Archibald Glenn
Nancy Ferguson b. ?
	

m.Andrew Glenn
Mary Ferguson
	

b.1773
	

m.Philip Stoops
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Ann Grey Stoops and George Burk's children:

John Burk b. 1814- d.1878 m.Mary Kiger, 7 children .
Philip Burk b. ? d. ? Family moved west, unknown.
Margaret Burk b. ? d. ? m.Perry Brown,went west,unknown.
Mary Ann Burk b. ? d. ? m.Hiram Ellingwood.
Rebecca Burk b. ? d.1911 m.Michael Bennett,3 children.
Sarah Burk b. ? d. ? m.John Palmer, one child.

Alicia Stoops and Moses Burk's children:

John Burk
Walter Burk
Ann Burk
Margaret Burk
Mary Burk
William Burk
Philip Burk
Rebecca Burk

married Elizabeth Adair, Tonkawa,Okla.,died there.
married Sarah Miller.
married Peter Forsee.
married Isaac Coon.
married Simpson Holman.
never married.
never married.
married Deluney Hare.

The first Stoops came to America from Germany.Philip Stoops was the first to
settle in Pennsylvania and he soon learned to speak English.A descendent,Philip
Stoops,was born Jun.17,1768,probably in Virginia and thought to be the son
of Story Stoops(Rev.War Record).His old family Bible containing many records
is supposed to be in the possession of a grandson,William Stoops,of South
Bend,IN.(I wrote there and received no reply).It is bound in deerskin and
printed in English and has been handed down from father to son.Philip married
Mary Ferguson,daughter of Revolutionary War Veteran Moses Ferguson,a Scotch-
Irishman,born in Ireland.They settled in Kentucky where he cleared a good farm
in Nicholas County,near Alexander Blair's place.He was strongly anti-slavery and
finally left Kentucky to get his family out from its influence.On arriving in
Hamilton County,Indiana,he bought a half section of land adjoining the present
Corporation of Noblesville,built a cabin and went to work to clear the land
from the heavy timber.He got his farm under cultivation,then built a two
story house and became a prosperous man.He died in this house Jan.23,1841.

The old Philip Stoops homestead lies southeast of Noblesville.The county records
show that Philip Stoops purchased 100 acres of this land May 29,1826 from John
Stoops(probably his son) who entered this land with permission from the govern-
ment,June 10,1823.Philip Stoops and wife were strong Presbyterians and helped
to found the church of that denomination in Hamilton County.In politics he was
a Whig.

I guess that is about all I have to tell about our families.

Bernice Goff-Fraser."

Through the assistance of Mrs.Eva Sheets,Glasco,Cloud County,Kansas,and
the wife of another cousin of Grandmother Alverda Hare Welch,more information
is available about the Hare Family and its members. Mrs.Eva Sheets wrote me• a comprehensive letter in 1961 detailing what she knew about the Hare families.
Like the preceeding letter to Grandmother from Mrs.Bernice Goff-Fraser, I am
reproducing it in its entirety.
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"Feb.15,1961• 	 Dear Lewis:
I am glad to send you the family history,the only grandchildren of D.L.

Hare living in Glasco,Kansas are Walter Sheets,Lawrence Sheets and Etta Hen-
derson.Joe Sheets live in Concordia,Kansas and Fern Sangster in Hutchinson,
Kansas.

Raymond Sangster,Fern's oldest son,is with the Texas Instrument Co. in
Dallas,Texas.Wayne,the other son, is a Meteorologist with the government in
Washington,DC.Raymond is married and has two small daughters.Wayne is single.

Our daughter and family live on the John Hare farm about a quarter of a
mile east of Grandfather Hare's home, and the great-granddaughter and family
a quarter of a mile west and we are a half a mile north.There is no house or
orchard left on Grandfather's place.Eighty acres where the house stood was
sold out of the family.

Pearl Hare lives in Toronto,Kansas and Mattie Hare Lewis at Loveland,CO.
The house where your Mother,Lewis,Maurice and Edith were born in the

little town of Glasco, is gone.

HARE'S

Deluney Lawrence Hare was born in 1826.He married Dec.19,1849, Rebecca Burk,
a daughter of Moses and Alicia Stoops Burk,at Noblesville,Ind.Rebecca Burk
was born in 1826 at Noblesville,Ind. Their ten children were:• William B.Hare
John W.Hare
Marcus L.Hare
Almeda Hare Goff
Alice Hare White
Alma Jane Hare Wall
Alverda Hare Welch
Ida Bell Hare Sheets
Printus Hare
Mary Etta Hare Emick

b. Sep.19,1850
b. Nov. 3,1851
b. Apr.16,1854
b. May 3,1856
b. Nov.29,1858
b. Jan.20,1861
b. Jan.10,1863
b. Jul. 1,1865
b. Nov.30,1867
b. Mar. 4,1870

Noblesville,Ind.

Bedford, Iowa

Savannah,Missouri

It

•

Grandfather and Grandmother Hare with the two older children moved to Iowa
in the early 1850's,where he farmed and raised livestock.In 1861,the family
moved to Savannah,Mo.They bought a farm seven miles north of Savannah,along
Bennetts Lane Road.He farmed and ran a sawmill there.

In 1871,the family moved to Kansas.He and the two older sons took claims
five miles south-east of Glasco,Kansas.

Mr.and Mrs.Hare and the youngest daughter,Etta,spent a year in Salem,Oregon,
and Etta taught school there.They returned to their farm in Glasco. Mr.Hare
had a large orchard,mostly apples.He grafted his own trees.He had a cherry
tree with one half an early variety and the other half a real late variety.

Rebecca Burk Hare died in 1894 and the Henry Sheets family moved into his
house and kept house for him and farmed the land until 1900.

Mr.Hare bought a home in Glasco and married July 22,1899 to Mrs.Fanny
Gratere.D.L.Hare died Dec.5,1908.Fanny Gratere Hare died a few weeks later.

William B.Hare,the oldest son of D.L.Hare and Rebecca Hare,came to Kansas
with the family in 1871.He homesteaded the NW4 of 29-8-4,which is now the home
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of Mr.and Mrs.Lawrence Sheets. William was married Nov.17,1872 to Olive
Eliza Armstrong, a daughter of John A.and Almeda Rexford Armstrong.Olive was
born Nov.3,1850 at Attica,4diana.

Their children were Gtrude,1874;Pearl William,1878;Rose,1881;Linda,
1883;Ross,1887;and Mattie,1891.Pearl and Mattie survive.Olive Armstrong Hare
died Sep.24,1894,William Burk Hare on May 26,1923.

John W.Hare homesteaded near his father's,which is now the land and home
of our daughter and her husband-Maxine and Emery Yenni.John Hare was married
in 1875 to Damaris Jane Kunkel,a daughter of Jacob and Julianna Kunkel of Ore-
gon,MO.Damaris(Mamie) was born Dec.18,1855.Four sons were Marcus,1876;Edward,
1878;Arthur,1880;and Frank,1883,who died in infancy.Arthur survives and re-
sides in Holton,Kan.John W.Hare died April 20,1921.Damaris Jane died Jun.23,
1937.

Marcus L.Hare came to Kansas at the age of seven years.He was an early day
pharmicist and operated a drug store for many years /he was engaged in the hard-
ware business earlier.He became Postmaster in 1889 succeeding Noah Welch,who
resigned during the latter part of the Cleveland Administration.He was married
Jan.5,1878 to Margaret Hillhouse,a daughter of John and Jeanette McLure Hill-
house.Margaret was born Feb.22,1860 in Missouri.Their children were Jeanette
(Mrs.Walter Coleman),1880 to 1854.Charles Lawrence Hare,1881 to 1955.May(Mrs.
Carroll W.Olmstead)1884 to 1943.The only survivors are two daughters of Char-
les Hare,Guinevere Clabaker and Margaret Hare.Marcus L.Hare died Sept.23,1914

• and Margaret Hillhouse Hare,Sept.4,1939.
Almeda married Stewart Sawin.One son,Carl,who is deceased.She then married

Carl Goff,a policeman in Topeka,Kan.Their children were Bernice Goff-Fraser,
Anna Goff McManus and Fern Goff(died).Almeda died on Oct.22,1930.Carl Goff
had died several years earlier.

Alice Hare married John White,Oct. ,1875.John was a farmer at Delphus,Kan.
They had two children,Anna White Mullinax,born Dec. ,1880,a widow who visited
in Glasco recently and went to live in Washington,DC.Leonard White,who was
born in 1886.He lives in Indianapolis,Ind.He had four children.Alice Hare
White died March 12,1929.John White several years later.

Jane Hare Wall married Michael Wall,they had three children.Alice Wall
married James Burke;Josephine Wall O'Hara and Philip Wall,who is dead.Alice
lives in Ottawa,Kan.Josephine in Kansas City with her family.Phil had a fam-
ly when he died.Jane Hare Wall died May 13,1915 and Mike Wall later.

Alverda and Noah Welch.Noah Welch was born Oct.8,1855 in Decatursville,OH.
He began teaching school at the age of 17 years.He came to Cloud County in 1882
and was a partner in a store with W.B.Hare.When the frame school was completed
in the spring of 1884,Noah Welch was the principal for a summer term through
run.,Jul.and Aug.He was the Glasco Postmaster from 1885 to 1889.Noah and Al-
verda were married Oct.3,1883.They moved to Salem,Oregon in 1890 where Noah
practiced his profession of teaching.He also raised fruit.Four of his child-
ren were born in Kansas and five in Oregon.Lewis Warren,Sep.9,1884,drowned
May 10,1899.Maurice William on April 17,1886;Edith,July 23,1887;Etta W.April
30,1889;Frank Gordon,Sep.20,1892,accidental death May 2,1915.Ella Mae,July
19,1894;Eva,Feb.25,1896,died Mar.18,1896;Alice Rose Welch Marston on Jun.25,1899,

• and Mildred Olive Welch Dawson,July 15,1902,died Aug.6,1953.Norman Fuller,son
of Edith Welch Fuller,died Aug.I5,1944.Noah Welch died Sep.13,1938 and Alverda
Hare Welch on Aug.20,1945.



• Ida Belle Hare was married Jan.26,1886 to Henry Nathan Sheets. Henry
was born Nov.9,1856 at Salladsburg,PA. He was a son of George and Mary
E.Sheets. He came to Solomon,Kan.in the fall of 1877 and by stagecoach to
the Glasco community. Their five children were J.Walter,born Nov.4,1886;
Lawrence William,born Aug.13,1889; Mary Etta(Mrs.Elmer Halderson),June
23,1892; Joe D.on Jul.17.1897 and Margaret Fern Sangster,July 2,1901.
Walter and May have one son and two grandchildren and three great
grandchildren. Lawrence and Eva have one daughter(Mrs.Maxine Yenni) and 4
grandchildren and three great grandchildren. Fern Sangster has been a
widow since 1940 and has two sons and two grandchildren. Joe and Jessie
have one daughter. Henry Sheets died Apr.26,1936. Ida Hare Sheets died on
Oct.6,1945. Printus Hare died Aug.27,1869. Etta Hare Emick had one
son,Virgil,and one daughter,Irene Emick Wicklin,both are dead. She had one
grandson,Virgil Emick.Jr.

Eva Sheets"

Additional information on the Stoops,Hare and Burk families was found
in the Census reports for Hamilton County,Indiana. This information supp-
lements the wealth of data received from Mrs.Bernice Goff-Fraser's and
Mrs.Eva Sheets's letters. In the 1850 Census for Hamilton County,Indiana,
are these listings. (Ref.16):

Noblesville Township

pg.119 Moses Burk,b.1790 Kentucky,wife Elsa(Alicia),b.1797 KY.

• 	 their children as shown in this census were:

pg 119 Margaret Burk,b.1816 KY, m.Isaac Coon,b.1814,0H.
children: William Coon, b.1840 Indiana.

Moses H.Coon, b.1843, 	 "
Isaac N.Coon, b.1848, 	 "

Isaac Coon listed as a Blacksmith, worth $300.

pg.119 William Burk,b.1824,KY,living with parents,nm.

pg.119 Rebecca Burk,b.1826 KY m.Delune(y) Hare,b.1829,0H.
Deluney's name was misspelled,erased,and rewritten on the census
page, It finally was left looking more like "Slune." He was listed
as a Laborer,worth $200.

pg.119 Mary Burk,b.1820,KY,m.Charles Simpson Holman,b.1820,Indiana.
children: Elsy A.Holman, 	 b.1846,Indiana

Charles S.Holman b.1848,Indiana
pg.119 John Burk,b.1830,Indiana.Not married, later to Elizabeth Adair.

John was listed as being 20 years old and living with his parents.
His occupation was as a Farmer

pg.119 Ann Forsee and her husband,Peter Forsee,were not shown for 1850.
Their two children, Amanda Forsee,b.1841,Indiana and John Forsee
b.1844 were living with their grandparents,Moses and Alicia Burk.

pg.119 Philip Burk,b.1832,Indiana,listed as living with parents and a
Farmer.

Walter Burk was not shown,possibly he had moved elsewhere.
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Indiana fromKentucky,rdther than from Pennsylvania as Bernice Goff-Fraser
surmised. This does not imply the family had not lived in Pennsylvania
before moving to Kentucky and then onto Indiana.

The census also included information about the Hare Family showing it
moved to Indiana from Ohio.Several Hares were listed as living in the
Noblesville area. Although their relationship to Deluney was not confirmed,
there was most likely a relationship.

Town of Noblesville

pg.164 Mary Hare,age 67,b.1763,PA.shown to be living with George Hare,
b.1826,0hio,Carpenter,m.Dorenda,b.1827,0hio.

pg.161 Daniel Hare,b.1815,0hio,Merchant,worth $5350,m.Elizabeth,b.1823,NY

	

children: Morris Hare 	 b.1839, Indiana

	

Daniel Hare 	 b.1841, 	 If

Almeria Hare b.1843,
Christina Hare b.1845,

	

Almira Hare 	 b.1846,

	

Dumont Hare 	 b.1848,

pg.161 Silas Hare, b.1827,0hio,Lawyer,worth $600,m.Octavia,b.1834,0hio.• 	 pg.161 Wesley Hare,b.1821,0hio, wagonmaker,not married.
pg.161 Abraham Hare,b.1821,0hio,no vocation listed,m.Mary,b.1825,Del.

children: Milton Hare 	 b.1845,Indiana

	

Scott Hare 	 b.1849, 	 "

The Hares might have moved to Noblesville sometime between 1835 and
1839. There is another Hare,not shown above, listed with the family of
Jacob Locker,Merchant, Isabella Hare,age 15,b.1835,0hio. She might have
been the youngest member of the Hare family.

Several members of the Stoops family were also listed in the same census
for Noblesville,Indiana.Philip Stoops had died in 1841,so he was not listed,
neither was his wife,Mary Ferguson Stoops. The presumption must be both had
died by 1850. Several members of the family,though, were in Hamilton County
Indiana.(Ref.16).

pg.119 	 Alicia Stoops Burk is shown with her husband,Moses Burk.

If

ff

pg.119 William Stoops,b.1799,KY.m.
children: Philip L.Stoops

Sarah Stoops
Samuel A.Stoops
Minerva Stoops
John E.Stoops
Mary M.Stoops

Zeruah Burk,b.1802,KY.
b.1829,KY.
b.1830,Indiana
b.1833,
b.1837,
b.1842,
b.1843, 	 If

pg.104 	 Philip Stoops,b.1802,KY,farmer,worth $5000,m.Margaret Ferguson,b1812
Kentucky.
children: William W.Stoops b.1833,KY.

Philip S.Stoops b.1835,Iadiana



pg.104 	 children: 	 Nancy Ann Stoops b.1839, Indiana
ItJohn H.Stoops 	 b.1842,

Mary M.Stoops 	 b.1849, 	 "• 	 pg.104 James Stoops(Decd.by 1850),m.Jane Ferguson, b.1810,KY.
children: 	 Henry Stoops 	 b.1833,Indiana

Nancy Stoops 	 b.1838, "

	

pg.104 	 Mary Stoops,b.1807,KY.,m.John Wheeler,b.1802,KY,Farmer,worth $2500
child in home: Alexander W.Stoops,b.1849(there is no clue as to
the names of the parents of this child the Wheelers were raising).

Noblesville Township

	

pg.120
	

Rebecca Stoops Betts,b.1804,KY.,m.Albert Betts(decd).
children: 	 Catherine Betts, b.1829,Indiana

Mary Betts 	 b.1830,
James Betts 	 b.1832,
Rebecca Betts 	 b.1837,
Albert W.Betts 	 b.1844,

In addition to these members of our family, the census also listed on page
119,a William Burk,b.1804,KY,wife,Susanna,b.1810,0hio,Farmer,worth $1000.
Their children were:

Samuel Burk 	 b.1832,Indiana
Margaret L.Burk 	 b.1836,
Delila A.Burk 	 b.1836,
Sara E.Burk 	 b.1842,
Ellen P.Burk 	 b.1844,

William might have been a brother of Moses Burk,they are listed on the same
page in the census and came from the same state. There is also a listing of
a John W.Stoops,age 23,b.1827,KY,Laborer,wife,Elizabeth,b.1826,Delaware. He
is shown on page 120 next to William Stoops and might have been a married
son. In the Jackson Township,Hamilton County,IN.were Elizabeth and Lydia
Stoops,both age 21,b.1829,Indiana and living by themselves as shown on page
142.

Eva Sheets, page 8-13, listed Alverda Hare Welch, a daughter of Deluney
Hare and Rebecca Burk, as having been born in Savannah,M0.. My mother in
her application for a wedding licence, indicated her mother,Alverda Hare
Welch,was born in Bedford,Iowa. That would indicate both Grandmother and
her next older sister,Alma Jane Hare,were both born in Bedford,Iowa.This
implies Deluney Hare did not move his family to Savannah.MO.until after

The DAR application #106,762 of Rachel M.McPherson,approved 23 Nov.
1920 added information about Moses Ferguson.She stated he married Sarah
	  2 Jan.1758.Their children were Henry,born 2 Dec.1758,killed
at Gen.St.Clair's battle on the Wabash River,Indiania,4 Nov.1791;Sarah,
born 28 Dec.1759,married Archibald Glenn;Nancy,born 1761,married Andrew
Glenn;Mary,born 1763,married Phillip Stoops;and Thomas,born 1769.

Another son was John Furgason,born c1760.His will filed for probate in
Fleming County,KY Will Book A,page 68 in Oct.1804 listed Ruth as his wife.
Daughter Mary(Mrs.Phillip Stoops);Henry,married Nancy Glenn;Sarah Burns;
Rebecca,born 1781,died 1857 married Jesse Alexander,1782-1844;Margaret;
John Jr,b 10 Jan.1785,d.3 Dec.1847,married Elizabeth Glenn,1785-1854;Thomas
b.4 Jul,1789,d.Mar 1823,married Mary D.Glenn;Moses,b.1800 and Anny.Archibald
Glenn was listed as a Brother-in-Law and Executor.

It

•

•



•

•
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The research of Richard Burk,Roy,Utah has extended the information
available about the Burk Family as provided by Grandmother Welch's family.
Now the Burks have been traced back to John (Bourke)Burk of County Kildare,
Ireland.John Burk was born c1690 and emigrated to Virginia Family tradition
recalls his stowing away on a ship that left Dublin about 1725.He bought
land in Goochland County,VA in 1730.In 1735,he petitioned the Courts for
his 'head rights'.In 1755,he had moved to Augusta County,VA.He married
Lettice Dannelly,6 Nov.1723 at Christ Church,Middlesex County,VA.Their
children were: Bridget,William,James,Thomas,Richard,Elizabeth and Charles.

John Bourk(e),died in Augusta County,VA c1762.Lettice Dannelly Bourk(e)
died 27 Aug,1732 in Middlesex County,VA.

Thomas Burk,son of John Bourke and Lettice Dannelly,was born c1726 in
Augusta County,VA.He is believed to have lived in Virginia his entire life.
A son,John Burk,born 1757,in Albemarle County,VA.John was a Captain in
the Albemarle County,VA.Militia(see DAR application Number 682493 of Ar-
lene Bartley Fearing,8 Feb.1984).His family and the Stoops followed Daniel
Boone into Kentucky settling in Fleming County.John Burk married Mary
Porter,born 1758 in Albemarle County,VA.,died 1823,Wayne County,IN.It is
believed they had 14 children.The names of six are:George,Steven,Jane,Moses
W.,Zeruah,and William.

John Burk,his family,and the Stoops emigrated from Kentucky to Indiana
in 1824(Ruth E.Essington letter 15 July 1976 to her son),The Genealogy of
Phillip Stoops states these families left Kentucky in Sept.1826 by ox teams
and arrived in Hamilton County,Indiana on 1 Oct 1826.Complicating this,the
DAR application of Arlene Bartley Fearing lists them as being enumerated
for the U.S.Census of 1820 in Wayne County,IN.Mrs.Essington's records state
Mary Porter Burk died in Wayne County,IN in 1823.

The 1830 Census for Moses W.Burk listed a male aged 70-80 living in
his household.This may have been his father,John Burk.

The Genealogy of Phillip Stoops prepared in 1912 lists him as having
been married twice,both times in Kentucky.His first wife was Mary Ferguson,
a daughter of Moses and Sarah Ferguson.Their children were:John Stoops,born
10 Sep.1793;Ann Grey Stoops,born 1 Oct,1795,married George Burk;Alicia
Stoops,born 29 Nov.1797,married Moses Burk;William Stoops,born 27 Dec.1799,
died 3 Apr.1862,married Zeruah Burk,born 1802;Phillip Stoops Jr,born 17 Sep.
1802,married Margaret Ferguson,born 1812,died 14 Jan.1897;Rebecca Stoops,
born 30 Sep.1804,married Albert Betts,born 18 Sep.1802.died 5 Oct.1846;
Mary Stoops,born 3 Mar 1807,died 7 Apr 1881,married John Wheeler,born 29
Sep 1807,died 17 Aug 1880;James D.Stoops,born 8 Apr 1808,married Jane Fer-
guson,born 1810;Judith Stoops,born 2 Mar 1811.Phillip Stoop's second wife
was Agnes Morgan,born 16 SeD.1778.Their children were:Thomas Stoops,Agnes
Stoops,Sarah Stoops,Margaret Stoops and Jesse A.Stoops(Ref.21).

Mrs.Frances Steggs,Deming,NM has supplemented the information about
Phillip Stoops.Her records indicate he was born in Sinking Valley,Blair
County,PA and emigrated to Kentucky before 1792.Phillip and Mary Fergu-
son after their marriage lived in that part of Bourbon County that became
Nicholas County,KY where she died after the birth of their daughter,Judith,
12 Mar.1811.

•
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• 	 MORE MELSONS

Other Melson families in addition to the John and Elizabeth Painter Mel-
son lines are found in the United States.These families arrived at different
times and from different European regions.As mentioned in Chapter One,Melsons
are found in Germany,Denmark,Norway and England.In addition,scattered through-
out Scandanavia are many families with spellings such as Melsen and Mellsen.It
is possible,some of these families after arriving in America adopted the use of
Melson for their family name.In the course of these investigations into the or-
igins of the family and determining who were members,I also located many Melsons
who were not directly related to our John and Elizabeth Melson family.It is
these Melsons who are listed in this Chapter.

Leamon Ackley Melson,Jr.,Williamsburg,VA,informed me his line descended
from the William Nelson family in Currituck County,North Carolina.William,born
before 1751,had settled there about 1772.This county lies just inside the
outer banks bordering the Atlantic Ocean and stretches between the Albemarle
and Currituck Sounds.William Melson later purchased additional land in Tyrell
County,NC,some 300 acres at Peartree Point,the Richard Sanuerson former planta-
tion.He moved to this site,leaving two sons at Powell's Point.The William Mel-
son family included these members:

John Aydelett Nelson 	 m Polly Pledger in late 1790's Currituck County
Elizabeth Melson 	 m Samuel Gregory before 1804
Polly Nelson 	 m. Bowen Green 	 ft 	 ft 	

"

It

James Nelson 	 m. Mary Etheridge c1802 	 TT

m.Sarah Pledger Melson Jan.11,1813 Tyrell Cotn,ty
William Nelson Jr. 	 m Sarah Pledger before 1804 in Currituck County.

Complicating the tracing of the William Melson family was the loss of records
when the Currituck County Courthouse burned in 1842.The only remaining records
date from that date(Ref.1).

William Melson was a son of Joseph and M.Elizabeth Creighton Melson of
Sussex County,Delaware.His wife was Jean Aydelett,a daughter of John and
Mary Aydelett of Worcester County,MD.They were married Feb.2,1770 at the
Presbyterian Church,Lewes,DE.(Ref.3).The Clerk entering this marriage in
the records misspelled both names.William family name was listed as "Nelson,"
and Jean's as "Aidyelette."Jean(Jenet) was the youngest daughter of John
and Mary Aydelett.John mentioned ten children in his will,probated Jun.5,
1759.His tracts were just east of those of Daniel Melson,Sr.One tract was
CYPRESS SWAMP.The section of Worcester County.MD became Sussex County,DE.

William Melson died in 1799,his estate was divided in cl8U4.Jean(Jenet)
Aydelett Nelson's will was proved in November 1809 by the Currituck Court.

John AydelettMelson,the oldest son of William and his wife,was born 1775,
died c1807.He married Polly Pledger,a daughter of Joseph and Christian
Pledger,sometime before 1790.Their children were(Ref.2):

Pledger Melson,born c1799,died 1834,married Martha Green,during the
1820's.Martha was born 1800,died Dec.12,1888.Their children were:

Joseph Melson, never married
Silas Etheridge Melson,born Apr.13,1828,died Sep.25,1897,

married Amelia Cason,born c1830,died Apr.30,1879.Their
children were:

John H.Melson,born Feb.10.1856,died Oct.3,1880,nm.
Joseph Brooks Melson,born Oct.25,1857,died Jun.1,1896
married 1886,Albert Ann Cumliffe.They had:



•
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Alan Cumliffe Melson,born Nov.2,1889,Jackson,Tenn.
married Grace Elizabeth Aaron,born Sep.14,1890,
Apr.12,1912. Their children were:

Ann Elizabeth Melson,married May 23,1935,Col.
I.B.Burdick.Their son was Frank Randolph Bur-
dick.They live at Double Springs,Alabama.

Carl Randolph Melson,married Martha Frances Ward.
Their children were:Carol Ward Melson,Joseph

Edgar Melson,William Randolph Melson,Thomas
Leonard Melson,Evelyn Ruth Melson.They live
in Jackson,Tenn.

Joseph Imon Melson,married Ruby Lynn Nelson.They
live in Memphis Tenn.

Mary Sue Melson,married Roy L.Parker.Their son was
Lyle Cumliffe Parker

Alan Josephine Melson,married Thelred Hill.They
had one daughter, Beverly Sue Hill.They live in
Memphis, Tenn.

Mamie Lake Melson,died Feb.11,1953,married William S.
Clark.Their children were:William Sterling Clark,Jr.,
died age 21 from a hunting accident;and Margaret Ann
Clark.

Amelia Cole Melson,died Jan.5,1907.
Ann Liddle Melson,married Richard B.Timberlake.Their

children were:"son" died at birth,and Ann Timberlake.
Sarah Augusta Melson,third child of Silas Etheridge and Amelia

Cason Melson,born Sep.30,1859,died Dec.15,1950.Her first hus-
band was George Tillson.They were married Jan.9,1883.Her se-
sond was Thomas Eames,married Jun.26,1907.She had no children.

Braxton C.Melson,was the fourth child of Silas and Amelia Melson,
He was born Dec.11,1861,died Oct.16,1938,married Nellie
Cook of San Antonio,TX.Their sons were Sam Melson and Robert
Melson.

Mary Jane Melson,the fifth child of Silas and Amelia Melson,born
Mar.1,1864,died Jan.1,1925,married Robert Bruce Little,Dec.13,
1882.Their children were: Mary Little,Jack Little,Ward Little,
and Gladys Little.

Pledger Melson,the sixth child of Silas and Amelia Melson,born
Mar.25,1866,died May 3,1875.

Mattie Lee Melson,the seventh child of Silas and Amelia Melson,
born Oct.11,1867,died Aug.30,1941,married Zack Jarrett,Long-
view,TX,Dec.4,1887.Their children were: Richard Jarrett,Allen
Jarrett, Sam Jarrett,Marcie Jarrett,Sallie Jarrett,Jim Jarrett,
Mark Jarrett.

Silas Sumpter Melson,born May 19,1870,died Jan.2,1895,nm.
Charles Masterson Melson,born May 4,1872,died Feb.16,1901,married

Else Wear,Longview,TX.,Dec.25,1893.Their children were: Annie
Melson and Amelia Melson.

Lena Belle Melson,born Jun.4,1874,married Walter Eikel,Taylor,TX,
Aug.24,1895. Their children were,Barbara Eikel, and Dorothy
Eikel.

Andrew Mc.Melson,born Apr.26,1876,died Jun.8,1914,married Ada
Allison,Jan.27,1899.Their children were: Lynn Melson and
Marvin Melson.
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Marvin Melson and Lynn Melson,after their parents
deaths were adopted by their aunt and her husband,
Lena and Walter Eikel,and grew up in Austin,TX.Mar-
vin Melson married Edna Schmidt of Eagle Pass,TX,in
1933.They had two children:

Marvin Andrew Melson who graduated from Texas A&M
College.He served in the U.S.Army as an officer
He is married.

Susan Lynn Melson,the second child of Marvin and
Edna Melson,married Howard Yeargan.

Marvin Andrew Melson and his wife lived in Eagle
Pass,TX.where he was the Manager of the City of
Eagle Pass Water System.

Lynn Melson,the daughter of Marvin and Ada Melson
married Joe Uhler,they had no children,she died
in 1954.

Amelia Melson was the twelfth child of Silas and Amelia
Melson,she was born Apr.4,1878,died Aug.3,1878.

Mary Melson,the third child of Pledger and Martha Green Melson,nm.
Alexander Melson,the fourth child of Pledger and Martha Melson,

married Kitty Ward.They had two children:
Silas Melson,left no children.
Mary Melson,left no children.

Alexander Melson served in the Confederate Army.He and his
wife were married in Corinth,Miss,later moved to Texas.

Pledger Melson was a sailor in addition to farming.He died after
enduring a severe storm at sea.His wife raised her family in Gallatin,
Tenn .

Elijah P.Melson,the second child of John Aydelett and Polly Pledger Melson,was
born in 1801,in Currituck County,NC.When he was four years old,his parents
moved to Tyrell County,NC.He became a sailor as a young man.He married
Elizabeth(Betty) Linton c1820.He continued sailing until 1845,when he
bought 100 acres in Tyrell County.Later he sold this property and moved
to Hertford County,NC living with one of his sons.After the Civil War,he
returned to Tyrell County and bought a plantation in the Gum Neck section.
He willed everything to his daughter,Mahala Meekins,on Jan.22,1867 stipul-
ating his wife,Betty,and their daughter,Susan,to be supported.Elijah and
Betty had four children:

John A.Melson,born Jan.2,1821,died 1905. He was raised in Tyrell County,
NC,becoming a sailor.He remained on board his ship for twenty-one
years.In 1854,he came ashore and married Nancy Sanderlin,the daugh-
ter of T.Sanderlin.Their only child John A.Melson,Jr.was born 1855
in Washington,DC.Nancy Sanderlin Melson died Dec.20,1855.

John A.Melson,Jr.John Jr.was raised by his grandparents in Hert-
ford County,NC.After his father remarried in 1865,he lived
with his father.He married Nancy Sawyer.They had three children.

Lethia Melson,married Harvey Boyce.Their children were:
Dallas Boyce,Elizabeth Boyce,Catherine Boyce,Joe Boyce.
They live in Northampton County,NC.

Charles Dallas Melson,married Mary Bryant.They have four
children:
Carrol Lathan Melson,married Jeannie Columbo,in Boston,

MA.in 1948.Their children are:
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Bryan P.Melson and Jeann Leslie Melson.
Richard Earl Melson,born in Northampton County,NC,married

Louise Somers of Bloxom,VA.,Dec.8,1945.Their children are:
Patricia Ann Melson,Barbara Lynn Melson,Richard Earl Melson,
Jr.;and Debora Kay Melson.They live in Hampton, VA.

Charles J.Melson,born Northampton County,NC,married Jane
Mattielee Hollman,of Newport News,VA.,1949.

Helen Virginia Melson,born in Phoebus,VA,married Dee Vough
Phillips,1948 or 1949.Their children are:Dee Vough Phil-
lips Jr., and Cary Wayne Phillips.

John Melson,Jr,son of John A. and Nancy Melson,is married and
was living in St.Louis.MO.in 1956.with two children.

John A.Melson's second wife was Margaret Stevenson,a daughter of Exum
Stevenson, a Baptist Minister of Northampton County,NC. They were
married in 1865.Margaret died in Dec.1894,and John A.Melson in 1905
at the Confederate Soldiers Home,Raleigh,NC.They had six children:

Beulah Benjamin Melson,born Nov.15,1866,died c1941,married Newsom
Glasgow.Their children were Carrie Glasgow,Annie Glasgow,and
Jobie Glasgow.

Lillie Bell Melson,born Mar.2,1868,died Apr.26,1899,married L.S.
Jenkins.

Nancy Shields Melson,born Dec.27,1869,died 1941,her first husband
was Richard Bentley and her second was John Wood Askew,she had
no children.

Junius Exum Melson,the fourth child of John A.and Margaret Melson,
born Oct.12,1871,died Nov.11,1956,married Annibettie Ellen Parker,
1901.She was a daughter of James A.and Susanna Parker,Hertford
County,NC.He was a farmer and a carpenter,living in Ahoskie,NC
until 1912. He then began to follow structural construction
throughout the east and midwest,finally settling in Newport News,
VA.Annibettie died Jun.17,1951,Junius lived later with his son,
James E.Melson in Warwick,VA.Junius and Annibettie Melson had
three children:

Connie E.Melson,born Mar.14,190?,in Ahoskie,NC.
Margaret Elizabeth Melson,born Petersburg,VA,married John J.

Hubbard,Dec.23,1933,Newport News,VA.Their children were:
June Elizabeth Hubbard,second child's name is not known,
and James Exum Melson Jr,born at Union,NC,married Edna Lee
Ellis,Feb,11,1939,they were living in Warwick,VA in 1956.

Elijah Bennett(Dean) Melson,born Feb.16,1873,died Jan.29,1933,Rich-
mond,VA.His wife's name was Edith.They had one son,Charles A.
Melson,born May 25,1904,died Sep.14,1981.He graduated from the
United States Naval Academy and became a Vice-Admiral,retiring
in 1966.He married Veda Lee Cummings.They had one daughter,Nancy
Lee Melson.He is buried at the Naval Academy Graveyard.

Margaret Elizabeth Melson,born Feb.28,1875,died Jul.30,1930,married
Lawrence Cook.Their children were:Clarence,Gladys and Lillian.

Joseph Melson,born 1832,was the second child of Elijah and Betty Melson.
Mahala E.Melson,the third child,born 1837,died 1910.She married three times,

her first husband was Robert Lewis Pledger,died pMar.4,1854.Her second
was Warren Davenport,died pDec.29,1859.Her third was J.Charles Meekins
They had four children,the first two dying as infants,and J Charles
Meekins,Jr.,and Isaac Melson Meekins.
Sarah Melson,the fourth child of Elijah and Betty Melson,born 1843.
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Elizabeth Melson,the second child of William and 	 Aydelett Melson,was
born during the 1780's,she married before 1804.Lemuel Gregory.

Polly Melson,the third child of William and 	 Aydelett Melson,was born
in the 1780's as well,marrying before 1804,Bowen Green.

James Melson,the fourth child of William and 	 Aydelett Melson,also was
born during the 1780's. He married in 1802,Mary Etheridge.After her
death,Sarah Pledger Melson,the widow of his brother,William Jr.James
farmed in Currituck County,NC where he owned three large tracts of land
around Powells Point.He died July.4,1843.James and Mary Etheridge Mel-
son had three sons:

William Melson was their first son,he was born 1803 in Currituck County,
NC.died c1851.He became a carpenter and a mariner.He married Olive
Pledger Alexander,Nov.12,1824 in Tyrell County,NC.She was born in
1804 and died in the early 1860's.William had died in the 1850's.
Their children were:

James Aydelett Melson,born 1825, Tyrell County,NC. married Jane
Repass.Their children:
Sarah Melson,born 1849,Beauford County,NC.Married Tom Mar-

riner of Washington County,NC. No further information.
Jane Melson,born Apr.21,1850,Beauford County,NC.,died May

18,1890,Married Louis Marriner.No further information.
Mary E.Melson,married James R.Dillon,Washington County,NC.

Two daughters,Lorena Estelle and Eleanor Fontain.
Henry Melson,never married.

After Jane's death,iames remarried,his second wife was Annie
B.Rhea.Their child was Frances Olive Melson,never married,
died May 11,1907.

Sampson Melson,the second child of James and Mary Etheridge Melson,
married (15 Livinia Davenport,Mar.6,1830 in Tyrell County,NC,later
(2) Jane Chaplin,Feb.1,1859,also in Tyrell County,NC.

Elijah Melson,the third child of James and Mary Etheridge Melson,mar-
ried Basbia Sykes,in Currituck County,NC.Their children were;

William Melson,born Sep.15,1831,died Jan,1848.
Sarah E.Melson,born Dec.20,1838,died Feb.18,1848.
James Melson,born Oct.17,1840,died Dec.1,1845.
Mary Jane Melson,born May 2,1842,died young.
Jhew Melson,born Sep.5,1843,died young.
Elijah Patrick Melson,born Oct.11,1845,died Sep.26,1848.
James Hodges Melson,born Mar.25,1847,died Aug.19,1858.
Fernelia Carolina Melson,born Feb.10,1850,died young.
John William Melson,born Jul.20,1850,married Frances Adelina Crank,

Their children were:
William Elijah Melson,married Lucinda Holland Combs,1908,a

daughter of John Combs,Tyrell County,NC.Their children:
William Donald Melson married De Alva Johnson,a daugh-

ter of Ivy Dee and Hattie L.Johnson of Savannah,GA.,
Lessie H.Melson,married Crawford D.Payne,son of Fulgar Payne,

Dare County,NC.Their children: Ann and Crawford Payne.
William Elijah Melson,born Feb.15,1884,died Mar 12,1930,

married Lucinda Combs.
Edmond Ventress Melson,born Dec.11,1852,died Jan.19,1931,mar-

ried Olive Ann Payne,in Dare County,NC.
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Olive Payne was born on Hatteras Island,NC,died Nov.19,1886.Edmond's
parents died while he was a child,he was raised by relatives.He at-
tended the Univ.of Alabama,then returned to NC to farm in Currituck
County.Their children were:

Ventress Calhoun Melson, the first child of Edmond and Olive,
born Aug.27,1878, died Apr.25,1905 in Wanchese County,NC.
He married Martha Esther Johnson. He was a carpenter and
fisherman.Their children were:

Leamon Ackley Melson,born at Wanchese,NC.,Apr.21,1902.He
married Catherine Tuttle in Norfolk,VA.Their son is
Leamon Ackley Melson,Jr.of Williamsburg,VA.Leamon Ack-
ley Melson Jr.kindly provided this history of the Wil-
liam Melson family of North Carolina together with in-
formation about the John Melson family of Accomack Coun-
ty,VA.Leamon Ackley Melson Jr,graduated from William
and Mary College in Law and taught many years at the
College Preparatory School,Williamsburg,VA.His father,
Leamon Ackley Sr.served as a Lieut.in the U.S.Navy dur-
ing World War II.After the war,he became a Pilot for
the U.S.Naval Station Norfolk.

Angerola Melson,born Sep.19,1904,at Wanchese,NC,married
James Hallie Daughtry,born Sep.20,1906.They were mar-
ried at Lillington,NC,Mar.5,1932.Their children were:
Martha Angela, James Ventress,Samuel Edison,Johnnie
Helena, and Mary Hallie.

James W.Melson, the second child of Edmond and Olive Melson,born
Mar.5,1880,in Currituck County,NC.died Jan.3,1902.

Bashbia Melson,the third child of Edmond and Olive Melson,born Jul.
27,1881,was living in Florida in 1956.

William Jhew Melson,the fourth child of Edmond and Olive,born Oct.2,
1884,died Oct.17,1885 in Currituck County,NC.

Edmond's second wife was Geneva Sawyer.Their children were:
Olive Ann Melson,married Thomas A.Baum.They had two daughters,the

first died at birth,the second is Louise Diana Baum,born Feb.2,
1909.

Geneva Shannon Melson,no record.
Emma Allice Melson,married with two children.
Lena May Melson,now living in New Jersey.
Edmond Ventress Melson Jr.,married Goldie Capps,one daughter,Betty.

They live in Nags Head,NC.
Edmond's third with was Lillie Voliva.Her first husband was a Minister

in Washington,NC.They had no children.
Fernelia Alabama Melson was the eleventh child of Elijah and Basbia Mel-

son,she was born Feb.29,1855.She married Silas Curles.Their children
were: Odessa who died young, another Odessa„Onward,Adaline and Roxy.

James Melson's second wife was Sarah Pledger Melson,the widow of his younger
brother,William Melson. Their children were:

Nancy Melson,no record.
James Melson,his will in 1847 declared his wife to be a Sudyselly.
John AydelettMelson,born Oct.10,1822,died Feb.14,1879.He became a

ships's carpenter.He married Polly Dowdy,born Nov.5,1834,died
Jul.22,1902.Their children were:
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James I.Melson, the first child of John A.and Polly Melson,born
1853,never married.

Nancy Melson „died young.
Thomas and Fanny Melson,twins,Thomas died young.Fanny married John

Fisher.Their children:Sadie,Ike,Richard,Duke,Walter,Bryant,and
Marvin.

James A.Melson,born Apr.7,1858, died Jan.9,1931, married Almeda
Tillett,born Sep.5,1876,died May 8,1954.He farmed in Currituck
County,NC.Their children were:

Thomas H.Melson,married Nina Gallop of Currituck County,NC.
on Sep.9,1920.Their daughter was Gladys L.Melson,married
John J.Guercio,Dec.16,1945. Their daughters are Patricia

Ann and Sharon.They live in Niagara Falls,NY.
Nurseamur Melson,the second child of John A.and Almeda Melson,

married Willis Brinson,in Jul.1920.their children are John,
Myrtle,Gather,and Caleb Sawyer Brinson.

Sarah Melson,never married.
Bruce G.Melson,married Jul.5,1922,John L.Gallop.no children.

William John Melson,the third son of William and Olive Alexander Melson,
born 1832,Williamston,NC,married Apr.29,1866 to Permilia Ewell Ward
in Martin County,NC.William John enlisted in the Confederate States
Army on Apr.17,1862 as a Private in Company A,Regiment 17.He lost
a part of one hand and was discharged.He returned home,married and
became a farmer and painter.Permilia was a widow.She had two daugh-
ters by her first marriage:Victoria and Martha.William John and Per-
milia Melson had these children:

William Robert Melson,born Mar.4,1867,died Aug.29,1920,married Fan-
nie Collins,born 1865.They lived in Hamilton,NC.Their children:

Carrie Mae Melson,married John W.Johnson,Sep.14,1914,Martins
County,NC.They had four children:Thomas Melvin Johnson,
Jesse Elmer Johnson,Robert Johnson,Charles Edward Johnson,
John W.Johnson Jr.,Fannie Mae Johnson.

Jessee Melson,died 1949,married Laura Walker,Dec.15,1920,Martin
County,NC.He was a WWI veteran,and lived in Williamston,NC.
Their children were:

Louise Melson,married William Latham Thrower of Williamston,
NC.Their children are:William L.Jr.,Julia Louise,and
one other.

Lenora Melson married Walter Jackson Borden,Windsor,NC.in
1946,their son is Gary Melson Borden.

Jessie Mae Melson,married Larry James Bullock,Jr.,Williams-
ton,NC.in 1951.Their children were:Laurie Susan and Larry
James Bullock III.

Joe Mark Melson,the third child of William Robert and Fannie Mel-
son,never married.He was killed in WWI.

Effie Rosa Melson,the fourth child of William and Fannie,married
May 23,1922,William E.Haywood,Richmnd,VA.They have eight child-
ren:William Earl Jr.,Alma Louise,Mildred Elizabeth,Maurice Ray,
Muriel Joyce,Evelyn Mae,Shirley Ann,and Alton Darrel.

Sampson Melson,born 1805,in Currituck County,NC,the second son of Jessee
and Mary Melson.He married Lavinia Davenport of Tyrell County,NC in 1830.They
lived along the Scuppernong River,Lavenia died during the 1850's.Sampson married
Jane Chaplin in 1859.
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Sampson and Lavinia Melson had four children.
Joseph N.Melson,born 1833,married Elizabeth Twiddy,Apr.5,1859 in Ty-

rell County,NC.His second wife was Lavinia Lewark.Joseph and Eliza-
beth Twiddy Melson had one child,Annie Melson.Annie married (1)John
Adams.Their child was John Adams,Jr.Her second husband was Jim Rey-
nolds,they had five children:Willie,Clair,Cleveland,Melissa,and
Bettie Reynolds.Sampson and his second wife,Lavinia Lewark,had seven
children:

Mary Rebecca Melson,married Thomas Caroon,1889.
Allice Levenia Melson,married John Lewark,1887.
Nettie L.Melson,married Joseph Caroon,1888.
Milton L.Melson,married Penelope Hayman,1901.
Leela Melson,married William O'Neal.
Hattie Melson,married Robert Moss.They had eight children:Els-

worth,Bessie Mae,Alena,Robert N.,John W.,Richard E.,Ines,and
Sidney Moss.

William R.Melson,the second child of Sampson and Lavenia Daveport Melson,
born 1844,married Parmelia Mizzell in 1867,in Tyrell County,NC.He
lived across the road from his father along the Scuppernong River.
He moved later to Currituck County,NC.They had five children:

Joseph Sampson Melson,married Nancy O'Nea1,1897 in Currituck
County,NC.They had children who live around Norfolk,VA.

William Riley Melson,married Evolena Sawyer,1899,Currituck County,
NC.Their children were:

William Henry Melson,married Maud Jackson,their children
were: Marion Irene Melson,married Charles Moore;William
Henry Melson.Jr.,married Polly Bullock,they lived in
Charlotte,NC.,and Patricia Ann Melson married Joseph Beal.

Julian Riley Melson,married Ethel Daniels,their children are:Wal-
ton Roy Melson,and Cecil Robert Melson.

Sally Irene Melson married Woodward Hughes,no children.
Joseph Elbert Melson married Emily Lucille Hunter,their children:

Joseph Elbert Jr.,William Glover,Paul Edward,Mamie Lucille,and
Clarence Eugene Melson of Asheville,NC.

James Augustus Melson married Amy Forbes,1907,Currituck County,NC.Their
children:

Hayla Ann Melson,never married.
Sarah Elizabeth Melson,married Ralph Aydlett,three children.
James Edward Melson,born Sep.21,1911,died Jul.10,1912.
Zadoke Melson married Annie Sutton,one child,and lived in Vir-

ginia Beach,VA.
James Augustus Melson Jr.married (1) Treva Guthrie.They had

three children. His second wife was Statha Briggs of Cur-
rituck County,NC.They also had three children.

William Melson,Jr.was the third son of William Sr.and "?" Aydlett Melson.
He married Sarah Pledger before 1804.He was a seaman and was presumed lost
at sea before 1810.They had two children:

Joseph Melson married Elizabeth Midgett Pledger,Dec.29,1834,Tyrell
County,NC.She was the widow of William Pledger.Their children were:

Elizabeth Melson,married Samuel S.Barnett,May 28,1857,Currituck
County, NC.

Mary Melson,never married.
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Joseph Melson,the son of William Jr.and Sarah Pledger Melson,was born
c1805,died 1846.He was a farmer,most of his lands were those that
his grandfather bought from William and Ann Aydelett in 1788,some
400 acres.Joseph and Elizabeth Melson had three children:

Elizabeth Melson,born Apr.5,1837,died Jun.4,1905.She married
Samuel S.Barnett.Their children were:Henry,Eugenia and Pauline.

Henry Barnett,died May 11,1924,married Hortense Wise,Aug.
31,1886.Their children were:

Tom Barnett,died as a child.
Pelege Barnett,never married.
Bernice Barnett,never married.

Eugenia Barnett,the second child,married John B.Combs,born
Sep.11,1839,died Apr.3,1911,after the death of his first
wife,Mary Caroline Melson.They were married May 13,1883.
Their children were: Pauline E.,Joseph H.,Lillian M.,Hes
ter E.,Dommie G.and Lucy C.

Pauline E.Barnett,born Mar.1869,died Oct.1870.
William G.Melson,the second child of Joseph and Elizabeth Melson,born

Jun.1,1839,died Aug.1912,married Mary Ann Alexander,born 17,1833,
died Dec.4,1899,she was a daughter of Reddick and Esther Combs Alex-
ander.William was a teacher and a surveyor in Tyrell County,NC for
more than fifty years.In 1878,he was elected from Tyrell County to
the State Assembly,he sponsored legislation to establish teachers col-
leges at Trinity,his alma mater,(now Duke),Davidson,Wake Forest and
the Univ.of North Carolina.William G.and Mary Ann Melson had six child-
ren:

Henry Melson,born Oct.10,1860,died Oct.10,1860.
Theodora Melson,born Oct.6,1863,died Oct.13,1901,never married.
Eller Melson,born Oct.15,1865,died Sep.30,1866.
William J.R.Melson,born Feb,14,1868,died Jun.24,1899,never married.
Florence Melson,married John William Casey,Sep.1886,Dare County,NC.
Alonzo Melson,born Oct.17,1874,died Feb.29,1948,married Mary Jus-

tine Pledger,born Dec.3,1870,died Jan.21,1939,a daughter of
John Anderson and Nancy Owens Pledger.on Jan.8,1896.Alonzo was

a seaman,later a merchant and businessman, Postmaster for
Fort Landing,NC.In 1917,he moved to Columbia,NC where he re-
tired in 1923.Their children were:

Willis Bascum Melson,live three years.
Clara Justine Melson married Ira Lewis Alexander,Jun.3,

1917 in Tyrell County,MC.They lived in Jonesville,NC.
Mae Estelle Melson,married Robert Lewis Pinner,Jun.13,

1919,in Washington County,NC.Their son was James Melson
Pinner,who married Blannie McKee of Crestville,FL,Mar.
30,1945.Their sons are:James Melson Pinner,Jr.and Wil-
liam Robert Pinner.They lived in Greenville,NC.Mae Mel-
son Pinner died Dec.24,1941,she was the first Librarian
of the Tyrell County Library.

John William Melson,married Helen Ralph Spruill,Aug.18,
1936,in Washington County,NC.She was a daughter of
Sanderson and Mabel Ralph Spruill.They had one daugh-
ter,Kay Spruill Melson and lived in Columbia,NC.

Joseph Melson,died the day he was born.
Willie Joseph Melson,lived one day.
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Mary Nancy Melson,married Corley Irving Spencer,Jun.4,
1956.They lived in Durham,NC.

Helen Wilkinson Melson,married Booker Ira Olive,May 1,
1938 in Durham.They have a daughter,Mary Commie
Olive.

Mary Caroline Melson,the third child of Joseph and Elizabeth
Melson,was born Sep.1,1841,died Feb.19,1879.She married
John B.Combs,a son of CAPT.John B.SR,and Nancy Basnight
Combs.on Jan.24,1860 in Tyrell County,NC.He was born Sep.
11,1839,died Apr.3,1911 at Columbia,NC.Their children were:
Elizabeth L.Combs,Allice L.Combs,Laura L.Combs,Joseph J.Combs,
Arthur B.Combs,Seldon M.Combs,Howard J.Combs,and John T. Combs.

The William Melson family of North Carolina genealogy was extracted from(Ref.2).
"MELSON RECORDS," John Melson,Columbia,NC,1956.

"The HONORABLE Samuel J.Melson of a grandson of Thomas and Elizabeth Dent
Melson,and a son of John D.Melson,John D.Melson was born May 31,1818 in
Bedford County,VA.,His father and mother,Thomas and Elizabeth Dent Melson
were also natives of that county.They had three children: Sallie Dt.Melson
married John Bufford; Harriett Melson married James Nimmo,and John D.Melson.
Only John D.Melson was living in 1895.He was a prominent businessman and
politician in Shelby County,MO.He was Treasurer for Shelby County for four
years and was a Justice of the Peace beginning in 1857.John D.Melson's wife
was Mary A.West,born Jan.4,1819 in Bedford County,VA.a daughter of
CAPT.Samuel and Anna(James) West.CAPT.West died at the age of 96 in 1889,his
wife died a year later.

John D.Melson and Mary West were married in Bedford County,VA in 1840.Their
children were:Joel Melson;Nathaniel Melson;Annie E.Melson,married Martin I.Ely;
Samuel J.Melson,Isaac N.Melson;John C.Melson;Marble Melson;Sallie Melson married
Chester Gunby;Virginia W.Melson;married D.L.Cooper,Matson Melson.

Samuel J.Melson was born in Bedford County,VA,Nov.6,1846.he married Sarah
Pendleton,a daughter of Presley and Dulcena(Lyle) Pendleton from Kentucky.Sarah
was born in Saline Township,Ralls County,MO,on May 6,1847,died Dec.4,1878.Their
children were:Edmond P.Melson;Meadow M.Melson;David Dent Melson:Dulcena Melson,
married John L.Owen;James A.Melson; and Oza E.Melson.Samuel remarried Aug.14,
1879,his second wife was Louisa F.Crawford,a daughter of James D.and Lucetta
(Yeager) Crawford,of Ralls County,born Oct.6,1856.Their children were:Ira G.Mel-
son;Cora L.Melson;Lillie F.Melson and John D.Melson." This excerpt is from
"Portraits of Marion,Ralls and Pike Counties,Missouri,1895.

The Shelby County MO.HERALD for 1874 carried the following item:
June 10 Melson,Thomas f/o Jno D.Melson,died at son's residence on

2nd.Born Buckingham County,VA.in  1788,age 86 when he died.-Methodist.

Another Midwest Melson family was "Joseph Melson,born Jun.17,1818,married
May 25,1842 to Mary A.Benner,born Aug.5,1854.Their children were:

Francis Cobb Melson,born Jul.9,1843,married Matilda Putnam,Dec.12,1865.
Marria Melson,born Jul.22,1847,married Seldon Doty,1871.
Benner F.Melson,born Aug.8,1852,married S.D.Brown,Mar.9,1876.
John C.Melson,born Sep.10,1885,married L.M.Brown,Apr.9,1877.
Annie E.Melson,born Sep.13,1857,married Milton Hal1,1875.
"Chubby" Melson,born Jun.27,1861,died Sep.8,1864.
Minerva Bell Melson,born Feb.24,1865,married A.A.Stanley,l885.
Sarah E.Melson,born Mar.18,1868,married W.A.Fox,1886.



"1820 Census of the US,Ohio
Melson,James Scioto County

" ,Joseph Ross VI

"
"

,Samuel 	 ,
,John

Ross
Fayette "

Green Township
Paint
Paint
Green
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1830 Census of the US,Ohio

	

Melson,Kiziah 	 Adams County

	

,Joseph 	 Scioto

,Hiram 	 Pike

1840 Census of the US,Ohio

	

Melson,James 	 Ross County

,James

,Samuel

,Joseph 	 u

,Thomas Melson " "

" ,William Melson " "

	

,Jacob 	 Melson "
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Benner Franklin Melson,the third child of Joseph and Mary Benner Melson,
was the grandfather of Marion Melson,Wichita,Kansas.He was apparently born
in Ohio,later lived in Iowa;Green City,MO.before settling near Burns,Chase
County,Kansas in 1915.Marion Melson,who provided this information,lies at
5910 Hanover,Wichita,Kansas,67220.

Mrs.Linda Melson Mulkey,17710 3rd.Place West,Bothell,WA.,98011 had provided
the following information about Melsons in Ohio in the early 1800's.

•

2 males under 5,1 female under 5,3
females 10-15,1 female 30-40.
1 male 20-30,1 female 10-15,1 female
40-50.
2 males 15-20,1 male 3-40,1 female 5-10,
1 female 40-50.

2 males under 5,1 male 20-30,1 female
under 5, 1 female 20-30.
2 males under 5,1 male 20-30,1 female
30-40,1 female under 5,1 female 20-30.
1 male under 5,1 male 40-50,1 female
5-10,1 female 10-15,1 female 20-30.
1 female 15-20,1 male 20-30,1 male 70-
80,1 female 15-20,1 female 60-70.
1 male under 5,1 male 5-10,1 male 30-
40,1 female 5-10,1 female 10-15,1 fe-
male 30-40.
2 males under 5,1 male 5-10,1 male 20-
30,2 females 5-10,1 female 20-30.
1 male 20-30,2 females under 5,1 female
20-30.

1850 Census of the US,Ohio
Fayette County

Corard Township
John Melson
Meoseq Melson

Green Township
Thomas Melson
Charlotte Melson
Sarah F.Melson
William Melson
Snijilive?

Marion Township
Michael Melson
Margaret A.Melson
Martha E.Melson

30 Laborer
30 Laborer

35 Farmer
33
6
4
2

29 Farmer
21
1



•
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1850 Census of the US,Ohio (Continued).

Clinton County
Clark Township
Jacob Melson 	 30 Farmer
Sarah 	 28
Mary 	 12
Malinda 	 9
Emily 	 8
John W. 	 7
Samuel L. 	 2
Mahala J. 	 2 mos.

Liberty Township
David Melson 	 24 Carpenter
M.A. 	 24
John 	 2

Pickaway County
Washington Township

Job Melson 	 50 Laborer
Servir H. 	 19

Auglaize County
Wayne Township

Thomas Melson 	 44
Margaret 	 41
Muldy E. 	 21
William 	 18
Mary 	 17
Samuel 	 13

Jefferson County
Town of Mt.Pleasant

David Melson 	 38
Mary A. 	 37
Annie M. 	 11
Duncan 	 9
William 	 7
James 	 5
Martha 	 3

Marriage Records,Highland County,Ohio - Seattle WA.Library qR929.3771-M122M
David Melson married Susan Bragg 6 Aug.1840 by Wm.Elliott JP.
Jacob Melson married Sarah Mays 15 Nov.1838 by Joel Thurman.
John Melson married Isabella Tuder 1 Oct.1807 by Samuel Littler.
Emily Melson married Jacob Pfister 23 Jan.1863 by John M.Dorman.

1870 Census of the US,Ohio
Ross County,

Buckskin Township
Melson,Thomas 	 64 House Carpenter born Kentucky

" ,Sarah 	 53 Housekeeper 	 If

Note by Mrs.Mulkey-"I was told Thomas Melson,born 1806,KY,died 1874,Salem,Ross
County,Ohio.Sarah Miller,born 1817,0hio.
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White Oak Cemetery,Fayette County,Ohio
Thomas Melson, died 28 April 1862,age 46 years 10 months 4 days.
Charlotte Melson, born 1817.
Sarah Melson,died 28 Oct.1860,age 10
Laura Melson, died 2 Nov.1860,age 3

Thomas Melson was the father of John Franklin Melson(great grandfather)of
Linda Melson Mulkey.

Joe Cook's Family Line - Microfilm from Mormon Church,Salt Lake City,Utah for
Coweta County, Georgia.

Name 	 Married whom 	 Date of marriage
Melson, Sarah
	

Crawley, Abram 	 Feb. 9,1832
Mary D. 	 Sims,William M. 	 Sep.14,1834
Mary M. 	 Huggins,John 	 Mar.11,1841
Appleton
	

Johnson, Melinda 	 Dec.21,1841
Martha M. 	 Echols,Samuel J. 	 Jun.25,1854
M.M. 	 Burkes,R.H. 	 Oct. 8,1857
J.W.B. 	 Ray, Sue 	 Mar. 7,1871
B.F. 	 Pinson,Ellen J. 	 Nov.10,1874
Aldora
	

King.John 	 Feb.20,1881
Mary F. 	 Lane,Joseph H. 	 Mar.11,1879
W.A. 	 Martin,Mrs.Carrie S. 	 Oct. 6,1885
L.J. 	 Dent,Annie 	 Oct. 7,1886
J.W. 	 Arnold,Fannie L. 	 Jun.18,1896
A.W. 	 Moore,Lizzie 	 Oct. 5,1896
Kate
	

O'Neal,T.J. 	 Dec. 8 1895
Carrie 	 Jackson,J.J.(Dr). 	 Jul.22,1902
John Herbert
	

Slaton,Vennie May 	 Jun. 1,1929
Lillian 	 Gilley,Roy Lee 	 Nov. 6,1934
Fannie Kate 	 Beckom,O.J. 	 Mar.22,1942
Shirley E. 	 Copes,T.L. 	 Dec.30,1949

Mrs.Matthew B.(Betty) Gordy,Houston,Texas - DAR PATRIOT INDEX
Melson,Charles,b.1751,died 3-2-1821,married Frances Shadoun,Pvt.VA.
Melson,Daniel,b.c1724,died 2-1797,m.Love,PS,MD.
Melson,Drury,b.1760,d.10-14-1839,m.(2)Keren Bledsoe,Pvt.NC.
Melson,Ebenezeer,b.10-11-1760,died 1-6-184?,m.Dovey Walker,Pvt.NC.
Melson,Elisha Jr.,b.1755,d.1- -,1812,m.Fereby Johnson,Pvt.Ga.

"THEY WERE THERE," Georgia Genealogical Records.
Divorce: Susannah Melson from Elijah Melson,Dec.27,1826,Muscogee Co.,GA.

"COWETA CO.CHRONICLE FOR 100 YEARS," James and Reynolds,1928.
A.T.(Uncle Ladd) Melson died near Picton,Texas,age 88 years 8 mos.Moved
there in 1855 from Coweta County,GA.
J.W.Melson owned land in Coweta County,GA.about 1850.
Annie Dent m.Leonidas J.Melson,children were Elizabeth Melson,Annie Melson
married J.Ives Barton,Christian Melson m.R.Erle Wynn,and Leonidas Melson Jr.
Fanny Lou Arnold,dau.of Hugh M.Arnold and Fannie Lizzie Sims,married Warren
Melson,no children.

N.C.GENEALOGIST,1965-Carteret County Wills,Will Book D 281,Edmund Melson Sr.
Planter,20 Jun.1794,prob.Aug.1800.Land to Taylor Melson,son,pers.property to
dau.Voilator,rest of estate to wife,Elizabeth,for life,then to all my

children,Excrs wife and Edmund Melson Jr.
Signed EDMUND MELSON(mark)



born Martins Ferry,OH 21 Nov.1867
" Pease TWNSHP,OH 	 13 Nov.1869
" Martins Ferry,OH. 	 8 Feb.1871

It " 31 Jan.1880
18 Jun.1885
28 Sep.1887

It

It
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From the same reference,Mar.1961:
page 771 Carteret County Tax List 1779 Dist.#1 page 3 - John Melson.

" 798 Carteret County Marriage Bonds 1799 - Major Melson and Eleanor
Garner.

Second Census of the US for Kentucky 1800
page 199 Joseph Melson,Marion County,Tax List dated 8/25/1800.

Kentucky 1810 Census Index
MELSON,Peter,Cumberland County, page 171.

"The Marriage Bonds of Northampton County,VA.-1706-1854,"Stratton Nottingham.
Caleb Melson and Catherine B.Vaughn 	 13 Dec.1824.
James T.Melson and Susan E.Maslin 	 7 Mar.1853.
Smith Melson and Esther Bell 	 4 Feb.1804

"The Baylis Family of Virginia,"
Thomas Fearnley and Martha Melson were married at Crooked Run Meeting, VA.

on Dec.12,1770.This meeting place was in Frederick County,VA.
"Dames and Squires of Old Virginia,"Evelyn Kinder Donaldson,

Frances Catherine Watson married Moses Wise,b.Dec.27,1823,d.Apr.18,1894,
then John Revell Melson,b.May 16,1816,died Apr.18,1899.
Issue: John Sevan Wise

Edward Melson
John Melson

Same reference:
Samuel Melson married Olivia 	 ,b.Aug.5,1865

Issue: Levin Melson
Samuel Melson

Same reference:
John Carmine m Mary Melson
Philip Barret Twyford b.Aug.8,1906 m Susan Gray Melson,b.Mar.7,1907 on

Dec.27,1930.
"KINCHELOE,MCPHERSON AND RELATED FAMILIES,"Lewis D.McPherson,1951,pg.205

Mary Ivah Reid married in Lawrence County,Alabama,William R.Melson,farmer,
born Nov.23,1902,on Feb.3,1924.Children(born in Lawrence Co.AL)were:Cal-
vin C.Melson,b.Nov.17,1924;Gilbert Reid Melson,b.Aug.3,1926;Dorothy Nadine
Melson,b.Jun.8,1928;Olean Melson,b.Aug.18,1929;Dee Ford Melson,b.Jul.8,1931;
Betty Jean Melson,b.Aug.30,1933,R.V.Melson,b.Sep.18,1935,d.Jun.16,1937;
Billy Russell Melson,b.Mar.4,1939;Calvin C.Melson married Barbara Jean
Long,Norfolk,VA.1948;Olean Melson married Jack Owens,Sep.8,1948.

"JOHN HANES AND SOME OF HIS DESCENDENTS,"Edith Foster,1963,page 10.
Anna E.Hanes married R.C.Melson,she was a daughter of Joseph T.Hanes born

in Ohio in 1843.She and Richard C.Melson were married in Belmont County,
Ohio in 1843.Richard C.Melson was a Private in Co.B,15th.Ohio Volunteers
for 3 months in 1861.They lived at Martins Ferry,Ohio.

Children:
Ivah Reid Melson
Sarah Melson
Minnie Rose Melson
Archy R.Melson
Jessie Melson
Bertram Charles Melson
plus others not listed.

Robert H.Melson,Wyomissing,PA.family information:
Thomas H.Melson,Jr.born 1888,Eston,Yorkshire,England,emigrated to the USA

in 1893 with his parents and brothers and sisters.He was Robert's father.



•

9-15

Mrs.Florence W.Patterson,725 Hoover St.,Shelbyville,TN.Records.
William Melson,born c1799,North Carolina.Moved to Lincoln County,TN be-

fore 1830,married Malinda 	 ,born c1810,died before 1852.Their
children were believed to be:

Charity Melson,born c1828,married Freeman Burrow,lived in Fayette
County, TN.

Peter Melson,born c1832.
William Melson,born c1839.
Amy Melson,born 1841.
John Melson,born c1845.

A Matilda Melson,born c1819 could have been either a sister or a daughter
of William Melson.She married Jarrell Burrow.

A Fannie Melson,again either a sister or daughter of William Melson,mar-
ried Minos C.Jones.Their son,Thomas J.Jones was born Nov.2,1842.

Malinda Melson died c1852,William married again between 1852 and 1854
to Mary A. 	 .They lived near Petersburg,Lincoln County,TN.William's
will was written in 1866.

Mrs.Pauline Ray Brooks,2409 Colonial,Waco,Texas Records:
Samuel Melson,Revolutionary War veteran on South Carolina Rolls,stated he

was born in Connecticut in 1736.He was a resident of Greenville,SC age 96
at the time of his filing for a pension.He served in the South Carolina
Forces.

Other data included:
Mrs.Nancy Melson 	 born c1790 	 South Carolina
R.K.Melson 	 " c1809 	 IT 	 ft

Archibald Melson 	 " 1830 	 Alabama
Susan Melson 	 " c1857
John Melson
James Melson
Elijah Melson
Franklin Melson

Mr.Virgil Melson Jr.,St.Louis,MO.Melson Family Information
Virgil Melson SR.,born 1859 near Logansport,Indiana,married Levenia Alta Van

Dusen.They had eleven children.Virgil Sr.had a brother,George Melson,who
never married.

Mrs.John Melson,Poulsbo,WA.98370 Family Records
Lars Melson,born c1830 in Denmark,emigrated to Nebraska in 1850-1860.A son
was William J.Melson,born in Nebraska,c1870.His son was John Lawrence Julius
Melson,born 1909.John and his family live in Poulsbo,WA.

A Cecil County,Maryland Inventory for the estate of Robert Cooke,
appraised on Oct.28,1682 mentioned a payment to an Andrew Melson.

A Dorchester County,Maryland Inventory for the estate of Joseph Blades
appraised Aug.4,1770 listed as a creditor a Michael Melson.

A Frederick County,Maryland Inventory of the estate of Thomas Johnson,Sr.
was appraised Mar.22,1769 by Arthur Melson.

•
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• 	 Christopher Lewis Melson's Harrison Family Lineage.
Christopher's lineage from the Harrison family of Virginia extends back

to Benjamin Harrison,born in England c1600,died in Virginia 1648/9,who settled
in Surry County,VA about 1631.He was the Clerk of Counci1,1633-40 and a Member
of the Virginia House of Burgesses for 1642.Benjamin received land grants along
the James River in Surry County.He married Mary Stringer,date unknown.They had
at least one child,a son also named Benjamin Harrison.Benjamin died and was
buried at Jamestown,VA.Mary Harrison remarried,her second husband was Benjamin
Sidway,also of Surry County,VA. She died in 1688.

Benjamin Harrison Jr.or II,was born Sep.20,1645 at Wakefield,Surry County,VA.
the plantation built by his father. He married Hannah  ,born Feb.13,1651/2,
died Feb.16,1698/9.Benjamin II was a Justice of Surry County in 1671,a Member of
the House of Burgesses for 1680,1682,1692 and 1698.He became a Member of Council
in 1698 and served until 1713.He was buried at Cabin Point,VA.He left three sons
and three daughters.,

Benjamin Harrison III was one of the children of Benjamin II and Hannah
Harrison.He was born in 1673,died Apr.10,1710.He married Elizabeth Burwell,the
second daughter of Col.Lewis Burwell,Jr.,of Carter's Creek,Gloucester County,
VA.and his first wife,Abigail Smith,a daughter of Anthony Smith of Colchester,
VA.Benjamin Harrison III lived at the Berkeley Plantation,Charles City County,
VA.He was the Clerk for Charles City in 1702,a Member of the House of Burgesses
in 1704 and 1705(Speaker),Treasurer of the Colony 1705-1710.He was buried in

• the Westover Churchyard.Benjamin III and Elizabeth Burwell Harrison had at least
one son and one daughter.

Col.Benjamin Harrison IV,date of birth not known,was the son of Benjamin
III and Elizabeth Burwell Harrison.He was educated at the William and Mary
College.He married Anne Carter,a daughter of Col.Robert Carter of Corotoman,
and his wife,Sarah,a daughter of Gabriel Ludlow. He was a Member of the House
of Burgesses for Charles City County 1736,1742,1744.He was killed along with
two infant daughters when lightning struck his house on Jul.12,1745.He left
five sons and four daughters.His oldest child,a son,had died earlier.

Benjamin Harrison V,the oldest surviving son of Col.Benjamin and Sarah
Harrison,was born Apr.5,1726,died Apr.24,1791.He was born at Berkeley Planta-
tion.He attended William and Mary College.He married Elizabeth Basset in 1748.
She was born Dec.13,1730 and Eltham,Kent County,VA.and died at Berkeley in
1792,a daughter of Col.William Basset,Jr.of Eltham,and his wife,Elizabeth,a
daughter of William Churchill.Benjamin V was elected to the House of Burgesses
for Charles City County.He was twice elected Speaker.He was a Member of the Con-
tinental Congress,1774-7,and on Jul.4,1776 reported as Chairman for the Whole
House,the Declaration of Independence,of which,he was one of the signers.He
was elected Governor of Virginia,serving 1781-1784.He was not in favor of the
Federal Constitution when it was first proposed but after its adoption supported
the formation of the United States of America.Benjamin V, known as the"Signer"
had a large family.His third son,William Henry Harrison,became the Ninth Presi-
dent of the United Stated of America.,and a greatgrandson,Benjamin Harrison,was
President,1889-1893.

Ann(e) Harrison,a daughter of Benjamin V and Elizabeth Basset Harrison,was

•

born at Berkeley,May 21,1753,died 1821.She married David Coupland,born Aug.3,
1749,died 1821 or 1822,on Mar.9,1775.his second wife.He was a son of Wm.Coup-
land and Anne Apsley,daughter of David Apsley,they had 4 sons and six daughters.
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•

Elizabeth Basset Coupland,born 1776,died 1844,was one of the daughters
of David and Ann(e) Harrison Coupland. She married Stephen Woodson Trent,
born 1769,died 1853,in 1794.

Dr.William Alexander Trent,born 1796,died Jan.13,1883,was a son of Stephen
and Ann(e) Harrison Coupland.He married Eliza Sumner Deane,born Apr.13,1801,died
Jan.24,1875 on May 9,1826.She was his second wife.

Anna Harrison Trent,born 1838,she was still alive in 1913,was a daughter of
William and Eliza Deane.She married Francis Browne Deane,born 1836,died 1903.

Eliza Deane,born 1867,still alive in 1913,was a daughter of Francis and
Anna Trent Deane.She married Dr.William Henry Baker,born 1857,died 1898 on
Nov.19,1889.

Katherine Baker,was —4 - daughter of William and Eliza Deane
Baker, c 1891.She married C'l - rles Granville Craddock.

Dr.Charles Craddock was a son of Charles Granville Craddock
and Katherine Baker Craddock of Lynchburg,VA.He married Hilah
White.They had four children; Hilah, Katherine,Mary and Charles.
He graduated from the University of Virginia Medical School and
became the Head of the Cardiac Department,University of Califor-
nia at Los Angeles.He passed away,September 1996 and Hilah White
Craddock,on 	 4,2002. They are buried in the Craddock Family
Plot,Lynchburg,VA.

Katherine Deane Craddck,born Nov.8,1948,was the second daughter
of Charles and Hilah White Craddock.She married Lewis Byron Melson
Jr.,Sept.2,1967,Pacific Palisades,CA.They had one son,Christopher
Lewis Melson, born,Eugene,Oregon,Feb.25,1968.(see Page 6-3).

The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography,Vols.XXX-XLI(1922-3).
Katherine Baker's application for membership in the DAR,submitted

Feb.20,1913,approved Mar.5,1913. National Number 99879. In this
application,she referred,to an earlier one,DAR#13246.

"MELSON FAMILY RECORDS," Lewis B.Melson,Sr.,1928 Pendennis Drive,
Annapolis,MD.21401.

"Burke's Presidential Families of the United States of America," Burke's
Peerage Ltd.,London,1975.

•
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THE MELTON FAMILY

The first Meltons known to have landed in Colonial America were:
Thomas Melton,in Virgina in 1628(Ref.1).
Henry Melton,age 23,arrived in Virginia in 1635(Ref.2).
Thomas Melton,arrived in Virginia in 1635(Ref.2)
Thomas Melton,and wife,Hannah,arrived in Virginia 1638(Ref.3).
John Melton,in Maryland in 1667(Ref.4)
Thomas Melton,in Maryland in 1673(Ref.4).

Mrs.Lucy Fortune Ellis's,Rt.2 Box 590,Bostic,NC 28018-9765 records show
William Melton,born 1647,possibly a son of Thomas and Hannah Melton,was the
first known Melton of Katherine's line.In her chart for the Meltons,Mrs.Ellis
listed:

William Melton,born 1647.
Richard Melton,son of William Melton,born 1670.
William Melton,son of Richard Melton,died c1765,married Elizabeth

Their children were:
Joel Melton
William Melton,born c1720,died 1772,married c1743,Lettice White,

born Jan.27,1735/36,died after 1785.Their children were:
Rueben Melton,born ?,died 1782.
John Melton,born 1747.
Sarah Melton,born 1749,died Feb.27,1836,married her first

cousin,John Melton,son of Silas Melton.Their children:
Nancy Melton,born 1775,died Jan.26,1796,married John

Fortune.
Sarah Melton,born 1777,died c1813 - 1816,married William

Fortune Jr.
Mary Melton,born 1779,died Oct.15,1858,married Isaac

Grayson.
Silas Melton,born 1784,married Margaret McCurry.
Hannah Melton,born 1786,died Jan.1,1859,married Benja-
min Grayson,their children were:

Rev.Joseph Grayson,born Jun.13,1804,died Apr.26,1884,
married Jan.23,1827,Eliza R.Wilson,born Nov.4,1804,
died Dec.31,1856.

John Grayson,born Jun.18,1808,died Apr.5,1851,mar-
ried Jan.8,1829,Mary(Polly) Melton,daughter of
Daniel Melton and Elizabeth Norville,born 1808.
Their children were:

Benjamin Grayson,born 1830.
Elizabeth Grayson,born 1834,married Sep.2,1858,

A.W.Hunt.
Narcissa Emaline Grayson,born 1842,married Cal-

vin Melton.
Columbus Grayson,born 1846.
Amanda Grayson,born 1851,married Elisha Hunt.
Samuel Grayson,born 1858.

Lettice Melton,born 1789,married May 12,1812,James Crow.
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Jesse Green Melton,born Apr.5,1791,died Sep.25,1860,married
Feb.2,1812,Sarah Keller.

William Norville Melton,born 1792,died Mar.28,1858,married Oct.5,
1815,Zelphia Hogue.(see bottom of page for their line.)

Elizabeth Driver Melton,born May 5,1794,died Apr.13,1877,married
John B.Melton,Jr.

John Martin Melton,born Sep.20,1795,died May 3,1877,married
May 19,1829,Lurany Deck.

Jesse Melton,no further information.
Mildred Melton,married James Eubanks.
Eli Melton,died 1823,married Sarah Barnett.
Daniel Melton,born Oct.27,1767,died 1848,married Elizabeth Norvell
Mary Melton,married William Jones.

Silas Melton,born 1725,died May 17,1753,married ?.Their children were:
John Melton,born 1749,died May 14,1823,married his first cousin,Sarah

Melton,daughter of William and Lettice White Melton.See listing of
their children on page 10-1.

Benjamin Melton,married Dec.21,1787,Susannah Updegrave.
Cornelius Melton,died 1818/21,married Dicey Green.

Thomas Melton,no further information.
(Mrs.Ellis also lists as possible children of William and Elizabeth Melton,

John Melton and Richard Melton)
During the 1790's,the Meltons settled in Rutherford County,North Carolina.

John Martin Melton,a son of William Norville Melton,born Oct.4,1817,died
Nov.29,1890,married Oct.21,1835,Olivine Taylor,a daughter of Joseph and Eliza-
beth Hunt Taylor,born 1818 in North Carolina,died Oct.7,1896.They were married
Jan.9,1844.Shortly after their marriage,the Taylor family moved to Missouri.

The children of John Martin Melton and Olivine Taylor were:
William Landrum Melton,born Dec.21,1845,first married Belinda Long,then

her sister,Susannah Long.
Calvin Melton,born May 11,1848,married Narcissa Emaline Grayson,daughter

of John M.Grayson and his wife,Mary(Polly) Melton daughter of Daniel
and Elizabeth Norville Melton.Mary Melton Grayson,after her husband's
death,married William Hunt.John Grayson's parent's were *Benjamin Gray-
son and Hannah Melton,who was a sister of William Norville Melton.The
children of Calvin and Narcissa Emaline Grayson Melton were:

Mary Olivine Melton
Sarah Elizabeth Melton
Joseph Samuel Melton.

James Elbert Melton,born 1850,married Elmira Long.
John Martin Melton,born Mar.19,1851,died Jan.14,1922,married Sarah

Elizabeth Biggerstaff,born Jan. 1852,died Apr.15,1915.John and his
sister,Sarah Elizabeth Melton,were twins.

Sarah Elizabeth Melton,born Mar.19,1851,died Jul.17,1915,married
James H.Long,born Apr.20,1853,died Jun.21,1921.

Lettia Eliza Melton,born Mar.16,1853,died Jul.12,1890,married John
Franklin Houser.

Joseph Baxter Melton,born 1856,married in Maryland.
David Lawson Melton,born 1857,married Cynthia Lowery.
Jesse Deck Melton,born 1859,married Sarah Melton.
Julius Melton,born 1862,married Martha McCurry.

Calvin Melton farmed in the Sunshine District of Rutherford County north of
Bostic,NC.In later years,he and his wife moved into Forest City,NC and ran a
boarding house.
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Joseph Samuel Melton,a son of Calvin and Narcissa Emaline Grayson Mel-
ton,was born 24 gul.1878,Rutherford County,NC,died 19 Nov.1940,Thomson,GA.
He married Mary Sue McFarlane,a daughter of Dule Baty and Johnnie Almira
Long McFarlane,28 1905,Forest City,NC.He was a millwright and logger.He
lost an arm in a mill accident,then spent his remaining years as a Timber
Cruiser.Sam and Mary Sue had four daughters:

Sarah Elizabeth Melton,born,Forest City,NC,1906,died 28 Feb.1907.
Johnnie Sue Melton,born,Forest City,NC,27 Nov.1912,died 10 Aug,1977.

She married John Pound 27 Oct.1934,Swainsboro,GA.There were divorced
in 1942.Her second husband was Fox Burns,Terre Haute,IN.They were mar-
ried in June,1953,divorced in 1955, She had no children.After this
divorce,she went with us to Kodiak,Alaska in July,1955.She first work-
ed at the Naval Station Supply Dept,then the 17th.Naval District Public
Works Command,as a Contract Processor.In 1958,she transferred to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Office,Anchorage,AL in Contracts.Two years later,
two years later,she was transferred to Redondo Beach,then Norton Air
Base,Riverside,CA.Ultimately to the Minuteman Project,Redstone Arsenal,
Huntsville,AL as Deputy Contract Director.She planned on retiring Dec,
30,1977,but her death from heart failure intervened.

Mary Katherine Melton,born 27 Aug.1914,Henrietta,NC.She married Lewis B.
Melson,13 Jun.at Thomson,GA,see Chapter Six.

Margaret Eva Melton,born 28 Jun.1918,Lovelace,GA,died 30 Aug.1997,St.Marys,
GA.She graduated from Thomson High School,and Georgia State College for
Women(now Georgia Southern Univ) in 1938.She taught school in Camden
County,GA.42 years,the longest on record.In 1975 she was designated
one of America's Outstanding Elementary Teachers.She married Guy Mil-
ner Austin,25 Jul,1953,First Methodist Church,Thomson,GA.Guy helped
build the Gilman Paper Co.Mill at St.Marys,GA in 1940,and remained as
its Maintenance Foreman,until his retirement in 1964.They had no child-
ern.He was born,Providence,RI,21 Mar.1894,died St.Marys,GA,4 Feb.1971.
Guy and Margaret are buried in the St.Marys,GA Cemetery.

Batxer Long of Forest City,NC,traced their Long ancestors back into England
and began his account of his research in this manner:

'THE LONGS IN ENGLAND'

The records definitely establish the fact the Longs of North Carolina , came

from England,and they dwelt in Wiltshire,England before sailing for America.

The Longs of South Wraxel and Draycott whose pedigree is given in the Wilts-
shire Visitations for 1578 and 1623,Stokes Pedigree and others publishedshow:

Coat of Arms: 	 Sable Semee of Cross -crosslats,a lion rampant argent.

Crest:

Motto:

A crown with demi-lion rampant holding a glove in his
mouth,granted in honor of them who fought with Henry VIII
on the field of the Cloth of Gold., 

Originally 'Prieux Quique Preux" which may be translated
as 'Pious altho Gallant,' same branches later used
'Fortune Soies Huereux' which may be translated 'Fortune
Should Be Happy.'
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• 	 Lineage:
Thomas Longe of Steeple Aslon,Semington,England.Will proved 1539,buried in
Chapel of St.George with his ancestors.

John Long of Marston,in the Parish of Potterne,Wiltshire,who made his will
and died 1597,married Anna,daughter of John Merrewether of Great Cheverall,
and by her(who died in 1626) had six sons and three daughters.

John Longe,Jr.died 1630(Burker's Gentry),married at St.Albans.His first wife
was Dorothie Robbins,and his second with was Elizabeth Simmons.Children:Thomas,
Robert,John,Miles and Ann.

Samuel Long made several trips of America with William Penn.Samuel Long moved
from Wiltshire to London and after trips to America it is reported he was ap-
pointed Governor-General of Bermuda by the King,also visited Jamaica on a
government mission and returned to London in his later years. Sons: John and
Edward.

Longs in Pennsylvania:

John Nicholas Long was a son of Samuel Long of London.Samuel Long came to Penn-
sylvania with William-Pennthen returned to London.John Nicholas Long settled
in Lancaster County,Pennslyvania,where he purchased four tracts of land in
1736,he died in 1767.• Sons: 	 Nicholas Long(N.C.)

Andrew Long (PA)

James Long(PA)

Colonel, American Revolution.
CAPTAIN lst.Batallion of Miles,Penna.Rifles Reg-
iment.Service April 6,1776 to Oct.14,1776
Ensign,Penna.Musket Batallion,March 19,1776;
lst.LT.,July 15,1776.CAPTAIN l0th.Penna.,Nov.27,
1776.

Reference: 'Historical Register of Officers of Continental Army,1775-1783
Leitman.Copy in Charlotte Library.

Longs in North Carolina:

Col.Nicholas Long,born 1729,died 1797.NC Census Records.
Col.Long Sr.had six sons,seven daughters,89 slaves.Sons;Nicholas Jr.;Gabriel,
William;Miles;Andrew;John.

The records show Nicholas Long was ordered by George Washington to organize
the military forces of North Carolina.He was Commanding General for all
forces in North Carolina,(Ref.Page 729,First Families of America),Colonel of
Minute Men,Commissary General 1775,Member Provincial Assembly 1776,Commissioner
of Safety 1775,married Mary Reynolds.

Governor John D.Long,of Massachusetts,traced his ancestors to Miles Long,who
came to Plymouth,Mass.from North Carolina about 1770.• 	 William Long (Grandfather of Andrew Baxter Long) died 1830,tombstone in
Brittain Parish Graveyard,Rutherford,NC reads- William T.Long,died 1830.
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wife: Sara C.Long, died 1927,had 4 sons and 3 daughters.

William Long,Esq.,moved from Eastern North Carolina and settled at new
Brittain,Rutherford County.He fought in the Indian Wars.It is known that
William Long made a truce with the Indians and they lived peacefully in Cane
Creek Valley.He moved to Western North Carolina when a young man and for his
service in the Indian Wars,he received a Land Grant from the King of England.
Seven acres of this land was given to Brittain Church,now one of the oldest
Presbyterian Churches in Western North Carolina.

John Long,1766-1843(Father of Andrew Baxter Long).
Tombstone at Brittain Church reads:

John Long
died August 23,1843
in 77th.year of his age.

wife:Isabella Long,born Jan.20,1772,married Aug.16,1792,and departed this
life March 26,1851,aged 89 years 2 months and 6 days.

children: 	 John Long,born 1802,buried in Brittain Cemetery.
Jane(Jincey) Long,born Nov.14,1792,married Daniel Watson,Feb.27,

1812,died Jan.18,1848.
Andrew Baxter Long,married Myra Andrews.2nd.wife,Nancy Deck,dau.

of Leonard Deck.
William Long,married Sally Robinson.
James Long,went west.
Finley Long,lived in Haywood County near Waynesville,married a

Ledbetter.
Margaret Long,married a Groves,moved to Tennessee,had a son,

Quillian Groves.
Malinda Long,married James Robinson,son of Jules Robinson.

COLONEL Andrew Baxter Long,1808-1891.
Was one of the leaders of his time in North Carolina.A large landholder

in Rutherford County and Maxwell County.Active gold miner and a good politi-
cian.His influence extended over a wide area,including Mecklenburg,Lincoln,
Cleveland,McDowell and Rutherford Counties.His son,W.Lox Long,one of the
leading merchants in Charlotte,aided him in his career.The title COLONEL was
conferred upon him by Governor Vance.Draper's History of the Battle of Kings
Mountain refers to him as a contributor of data to the book,and,as the 'Ven-
erable COLONEL Andrew Baxter Long.'He also compiled a history of the
Brittain Church.

His tombstone in the Brittain Church Graveyard reads:
Born Nov.13,1808
Died Jan.11,1901
92 years 1 month and 28 days.

(Inscribed thereon) 'He served Brittain Church as an Elder for 58 years and
Rutherford County as a public official many years.

Nancy Deck Long's tombstone,Brittain Church Graveyard reads:
Nancy Deck Long
wife of Andrew Baxter Long

born April 4,1816
died March 19,1901
age 84 years 11 months and 15 days

(Inscribed thereon) 'None went away from her door empty handed.'
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•	 Children of Andrew Baxter Long and Myra Andrews(First wife):
Frank Long,moved to Stockton,CA,later to Sacremento,CA.
Mary P.Long,born 11 Apr.1834,married a Guffey.A daughter Mrs.Mary

Thompson,Rutherfordton,NC,died 5 Jan.,1947.
John Whitfield Long,born 1838,died 12 Oct.1861.
Isabella Long,married Frank Logan,moved to Terrell,Texas.Her daughter

is Mrs.Clifford Easley Webb,Dallas,Texas,who attended Queens College,
Charlotte,NC.

Nancy Deck Long was married to Miller Long before marrying Andrew Baxter
Long.They had these children:

Mary D.Long,married Jose Fortune,brother of Pink.
Rainey Long,married Pink Fortune.
Sarah Long,married Baxter Long,sons: Hicks and William.
Susan 0.Long,married John Cochrane,moved to Texas.

The children of Andrew Baxter Long and Nancy Deck(2nd.wife):
Elmira E.Long,married John Brackett,Raton,New Mexico.Children:William,

John,Margaret,Annie,Viola,Bates,Victor.(Elmira was one of the best
known women in the Rocky Mountains,because of her charity).

Margaret E.Long,married Joseph Logan,born 16 Feb.1847.Children: Daisy,
Garnet,Cliff,Claude,Locksley„Mamie,Nancy.

William Locksley Long,born 3 Sep.1849,married Pinkney Reinhardt,daugh-
ter of CAPT.Wallace Reinhardt,Lincolnton,NC.Descendent of General
Peter Forney and COL.James Moore.Children:

Thurman Baxter Long.
Wallace Locksley Long,married Ethel Bowen,Radium Physicist,Ruth-

erford Hospital for 25 years.Also with Rockerfeller Foundation
and N.C.State Board of Health.Children:

Mary Lockley Long,married Dr.Lytt Irving Gardner.Their
children: Susan and Lytt II.

William B.Long,married Margaret Shytle,was CAPT.USAC,WWII,served
in South Pacific,won five medals.

Andrew Baxter Long,Jr.,born 23 May 1853,died 1862.
George W.Long,born 26 Apri1,1856,married Dora Thompson,granddaughter of

Benj.Andrews.Children:Clyde,Myrtle,Nancy,Elizabeth,Dr.Miles T.Long.,
George Long.Jr.

Joseph Andrew Long,born 27 Aug.1858,married Elizabeth Andrews,daughter
James M.Andrews,and granddaughter of Benj.Andrews,Children:Pearl,Coral,
Dr.Benj.Long,Rex,Nancy,Nell,Ima.

Lee Loring Long,born 1 Jan.1862,married Frances DePriest.Children: Annie
Lee,Gilmer,Minnie Dexter Dwight,Winnie C.,Elizabeth Harold.

Reviewing the Long Family,COL.Nicholas Long,born 1729,moved from Virginia
to Halifax County,NC.His first wife was Mary Reynolds,they were married in
1752,she died in 1761.He married again the same year,Mary McKinney of Halifax
County,NC.

John Long,son of Nicholas Long,born 1766,died 28 Aug.1843,married
Isabella Long,born Roxboro,NC 1 Jan.1772,on 16 Aug.1791,she died 26 Mar
1861.

John Long,Jr.born 1802 in Rutherford County,NC,married Frances Rhodes
born 7 Nov,1806,before 1825.John Long.Jr.died in 1831 and Frances on 2 Feb.1856.
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Andrew Baxter Long,the father of Johnnie Almira Long,was the son of John
• Long Jr.,born 1802 died 1831 and Frances Rhodes,born 7 Nov.1806,died 2 Dec.1856.

He was a grandson of John Nicholas Long,Jr.of Halifax County,NC.He was born
9 Apr.1831,died 17 May 1913,married Sarah Long,born 31 Oct.1837,died 30 Jun.1924,
in Rutherford County.NC.She was adaughter of Miller Long and Nancy Deck,a daugh-
ter of Leonard Deck.Johnnie Almira Long was born 30 Sep.1861,died 20 Dec.1949.
She married 10 Nov.1881,Dule Baty McFarland,born 11 Jun.1854,died 20 Apr.1890.
He farmed near Bostic,N.C.After his death,she remarried c1897.Her second hus-

band was Drury Dobbins(Dob)Fortune of Bostic,NC.They had twins,Eugene & Irene.
born about 1901.Eugene married Effie Grayson.Their children were:Lucille
Fortune married James Brown & Joyce Fortune,married Ed Yelton.Irene married
20 Sep.1919,Robert Eugene Yelton,born Mar.29,1899,died Feb.14,1989.They had
J.D.Yelton,Erva Yelton,and Elizabeth Yelton.Irene inherited her parents
farm.Dob Fortune had built the farmhouse for his second wife,Johnnie
Almira Long McFarland,on a hill north of Bostic.Katherine and I visited
this house in Sep.1988.Unfortunately we missed seeing Gene Yelton,the day
we visited.Katherine's mother,Mary Sue McFarland,grew up at this house.
Irene Fortune Yelton died Sep.12,1986.After their father's death,Erva and
Elizabeth Yelton sold the farm and everything in the house at an auction.

The Grayson family,of which Narcissa Emaline Grayson,who married Calvin
McFarland belonged, extends back to Joseph Grayson Sr.born c1754,in Virginia.He
settled in Rutherford County,NC.about 1790.He married his first wife,name unknown,
c1777.They had five children:

Joseph Grayson Jr.,born c1778,married 19 Mar.1807,Lettice Melton.
Benjamin Grayson,born c1782,married c1803,Hannah(Anna)Melton,a daughter of

John and Sarah Melton.Hannah was born 1786,died 1 Jan.1859.
• William Grayson,born c1784,married 17 Oct.1807,Susanna Logan.

Isaac Grayson,born c1788,married 20 Aug.1807,Mary(Polly)Melton,a sister
of Hannah Melton.Mary was born either 1776 or 1786,died c1858.

Susannah Grayson,married Robert Black Devinney.
Joseph Grayson Sr.'s second wife was Rachel VanZandt.They were married 17
Dec.1807.She died c1828.(Ref.5).

The children of Benjamin and Hannah Melton Grayson were:
Rev.Joseph C.Grayson,born 13 Jun.1804,died 26 Apr.1884,married 23 Jan.

1827.Eliza R.Wilson,born 4 Nov.1804,died 31 Dec.1856.
John M.Grayson,born 18 Jun.1808,died 1851,married 8 Jan.1829,Mary(Polly)
Melton,born c1808,a daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth Norville Melton.

Their children were:
Benjamin Grayson,born 1830.
Elizabeth Grayson,born 1834,married A.W.Hunt.
Samuel Grayson,born 1838.
Narcissa Emaline Grayson,born 1845,married Calvin Melton.
Columbus Grayson,born 1846.
Amanda Grayson,born 1850,married Elisha Hunt.A descendent is

Mrs.Carolyn Hunt Schiele,16 Howland Dr.Asheville,NC,28804.
William Grayson,the third son of Benjamin and Hannah Melton Grayson,

born 1814,married 28 Apr.1835,Christina McCurry,born 1816,died 1879.
Elizabeth Grayson,born 4 May 1810,died 13 Aug.1876,married 24 Dec.1827,
Williamson Fortune,born 19 Nov.1803,died 20 Jan.1874.

Another line begins with Benjamin Taylor,born c1760 who settled in Rutherford
County before 1790.0ne son was Joseph Taylor,born 25 Jul.1791,died 6 Mar.1859 in

•

Missouri.He married 25 Jul.1816,Elizabeth Hunt,a daughter of William Hunt.She
was born 17 Jun.1795 in North Carolina,died 2 Jan.1871 in Missouri.Their eleven
children were:

William Taylor,born 1817(NC),married 21 Oct.1835,Nancy Lowery,born 1820,
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died between 1860-70,married (2) Marty Jacobs.
Susannah Taylor,born I818(NC),married 21 Oct.1835,James McFarland,born

1810.
Olivine Taylor,born 15 Oct.1819(NC),died 7 Oct.1896,married 9 Jan.1844,

John Martin Melton,a son of William Norville Melton and Zelpha Hogue.
She was the only child of Joseph and Elizabeth Taylor to remain in
North Carolina.(Ref.5)

The McFarland line extends back to Patrick McFarland,born c1760,married Margar-
et Devinney,born c1765.

James McFarland,a son of Patrick and Margaret Devinney McFarland,was born
in North Carolina in 1797.His wife was Mary Easley,also born in North Carolina
in 1797.In the 1850 Census for Rutherford County,NC,they were shown as living in
the Whiteside Settlement District where he was listed as a Farmer.The 1860 Cen-
sus listed him as a Wagonmaker.Their children were:

Jane McFarland,married Fred Hash.
Elizabeth McFarland,married John McFarland,
John E.McFarland,born 1828,married c1853 (1) Hannah Sweezy,born 1836

died 1870.Their children were:
Dule Baty McFarland,born 11 Jun.1854,died 20 Aug.1890,married John-
nie Almira Long,daughter of Andrew Baxter Long,born 20 Sep.1861,
died 26 Dec.1949,on 10 Nov.1881.Their children were:

Claude McFarland,born 1882,died 1980,married Era Simmons.They
had four daughters,Era McFarland,married Frank B.Law;Margar-
et McFarland Brooks;Martha McFarland Pressley;Mary McFarland
Simmons.Claude and his family lived in Charlotte,NC.

Eva McFarland,born 26 Jan.1884,died 30 Oct.1950,married George
Avant.Their sons were George Avant Jr,married Leila and lived
in Forest City,and William Avant,married Daisy 	 .They
also live in Forest City,NC.

Mary Sue McFarland,born 3 Nov.1885,died 13 Jun.1960,married 28
Dec.1905,Joseph Samuel Melton,born 24 Jul,1878,died 18 Nov.
1940.They are buried in the Thomson Cemetery,Thomson,GA.See
page 10-3 for their children.

Alpha C.McFarland,born 1856.
James V.McFarland,born 1858.
Adelin McFarland,born 1867.
Adolfray(Adolphus) McFarland,born 1867.
Sarah E.McFarland,born 1869.

Hannah Sweezy McFarland died shortly after the birth of her daughter,Sarah.
John remarried c1875.His second wife was Elmira Magness,born 1854.Their
children were:

Hannah McFarland,born 1876.
Belle McFarland,born 1877,married Henry Gettys.
John McFarland,born 1881,died 1941,married Rosa Nanny,born 1886.

Clifford McFarland,born 10 Oct.1885,died 2 Aug.1887.
Georgia McFarland,born c1887,married Joseph Lattimore.

The information about the John E.McFarland family was found in the 1850,1860,
1870,1880 Census Reports and in the records of Mrs.Lucy Fortune Ellis,Bostic,MC.



References to CHAPTER TEN

1. NUGENT,"CAVALIERS AND PIONEERS,"VOLUME 1,PAGE 22.
2. TEPPER,"PASSENGERS TO AMERICA,"PAGE 106.
3. NUGENT,"CAVALIERS AND PIONEERS,VOL.1" PAGE 196.
4. MHR SKORDAS,"EARLY SETTLERS OF MARYLAND," PAGE 314.
5. RECORDS OF KATHERINE MELTON MELSON,MARGARET MELTON AUSTIN AND

MRS.LUCY F.ELLIS,RT.2,BOX 590,BOSTIC,NC.28018.

•

•



 

•
Guy Austin,Johnnie-Sue Melton,Mary Sue Melson,
Katherine Melson,Margaret Austin,Lewis Melson
at Quarters T,Norfolk Naval Shipyard,Xmas 1959. 

• Katherine,Johnnie-Sue and Margaret,1600 Cedar
Park Road,Annapolis, 4 July 1964.
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•
Johnnie Almira Long McFarland Fortune
b.30 Sep.1861,d.20 Dec.1949
married (1) 10 Nov.1881 Dule McFarland

(2) 	 c1899 Drury Dobbins Fortune
children,rear row,Claude McFarland,Eva McFarland,Mary Sue McFarland

front row.Eugene Fortune,Irene Fortune,twins,b.1901
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Extending the Melton Family

Lee Ann Gerhart of Anchorage,Alaska in January 1999 sent a copy of THE
LEISURE FAMILY HOME PAGE tracing of the Melton Family.In this review,Mike
Leisure traced the Melton's back to Siwate de Meltona,born sometime between
1100-1150 in England.A son,Adam Meltone,was born also in England,between
1150 and 1250.Nicholus(Nicholaas),a son of this Adam,was born between 1200-
1300. His children included John de Melton,born in Norfolk,England,c1250-
1350 and William Melton,born around 1275,who became Archbishop of York.A
son of John de Melton was Ricardus de Melton,born c1300-1350.0ne of his
children was Sir Thomas Melton,born c1367.Sir Thomas de Melton married Mar-
garet de Clifford,a daughter of Roger de Clifford and Maud de Beauchamp.
One of their children was John Melton, born c1398.

This John Melton married Elizabeth Hilton,a daughter of Robert Hilton
and Joan Constable.Their son, John, was born c1425,died c1455 in England.
His wife was Margery "Mary" Fitzhugh, a daughter of Baron Fitzhugh and Mar-
garet et Willougby.They appeared to have lived in Albemarle.

Their son was a Thomas/Richard Milton, born c1445. His wife was a Mrs.
Foxe. One of their sons was Henry Milton, born in England c 1512,died be-
fore 1562 in Stanton-Saint-John,England.His wife was Agnes

The soon of Henry and Agnes was Richard Milton,born c1536,Statnto-Saint-
John,England.His first wife was an Elizabeth 	 , his second wife was
Ellen J.Jeffreys,c 1575. This Richard was a staunch Catholic and was penal-
ized for his belief.It is not known when or where he died.

The second son of Richard was Thomas Milton,born c1570.His older brother,
John, was also prosecuted for defying British strictures against reading the
Bible. One of his sons was John Milton,the Poet.

A son of Thomas Milton was Thomas Melton, born c1615.He and his wife,
Hannah Wallington, emigrated to Virginia and were shown to have land in
Lower Norfolk County in 1635.William Michael Melton, their son, was born
in Charles City County,VA c1647 and died c1720 in St.Peter's & Saint Paul
Parish,New Kent County,VA. His wife was Mary . Their oldest son was
Richard Melton, born c1670 in that same Parish,and died c1730 in Hanover
County,VA.

William James Melton, a son of Richard,born 11 December 1698,in that
same Parish.He married Elizabeth O.Farrar,c1720,New Kent/Hanover County,VA.
She was a daughter of Thomas Farrar.Their children were:

Elizabeth Melton,born c1721,married a Mr.Reynolds,c1741.
Silas Melton,born 1725,Surry Co,VA,died 17 May,1783,Albemarle Cty,Va.
Thomas Melton,corn 1757,Surry Co,VA,died 1782,Hanover Co,VA.
Joel Melton,born 1728,Surry Co,VA,died 1782,Hanover Co,VA.
William Samuel Melton,born 23 Nov.1729,Surry/Goochland Co,VA.died

11 Feb.1777,Albemarle Co,VA.
John Melton,born c1730,Hanover Co,VA,died 26 Apri1,1773,Brunswick CO,VA.
Richard Melson,born c1732,Hanover Co,VA,died after 1769,Albemarle

Co.VA.
Isaac Melton,born c1735,Hanover Co,VA.

The above extracts from Mike Leisure's data supplement the information
Lucy Fortune Ellis records provided as shown on page 10-1.

•



CHAPTER ELEVEN

•

•

APPENDICES

In assembling the information from which the preceeding chapters were
written,numerous documents and lists of data were found in archives and
libraries together with records provided by correspondents and other sources
that needed inclusion but did not fit into the narrative. Studies of many of
these source documents provide additional information difficult to obtain
otherwise. A good example being the Elijah Melson Diary that is engrossing
by itself but too long to have been used in Chapter Four. This diary has
been included among the appendices along with other useful information.

Sketches have been included showing in general detail many of the geo-
graphic areas mentioned throughout the earlier chapters. Oddly, no useful
map was located that showed exactly where the farms and plantations were
during the colonial times and shortly after the American Revolution.

Photographs of early ancestors have been added to preserve them, many
relatives cooperated in providing these treasured mementos.

Excerpts from The Domesday book and the History of Yorkshire have been
added. These historical records were located in the Central Technical
Library of the City of Westminster,England. They provide background material
concerning the small settlement of Melsonby,North Riding,Yorkshire,Great
Britain.

Although Chapter Nine traced many of the unconnected branches of the Melson
Family,other branch information that has never been correctly organized need-
ed to be included and has been placed as appendices for use by those reading
this book.

•



• 	 TITHES PAID IN VIRGINIA - ACCOMACK COUNTY
(Leamon Ackley Melson Records)

Year 	 Name 	 Number

1675 	 John Melson 	 1

1677 	 John Melson 	 1

1678 	 John Millson 	 2

1679 	 John Melson 	 1

1680 	 John Melson 	 2

1681 	 John Mellson 	 1
John Melson 	 1

1682 	 John Melson 	 1

1683 	 John Mellson 	 1

1684 	 John Melson 	 1

III1686 	 John Melson 	 1

1687 	 John Mellson 	 1

1694 	 David Melson 	 1

•
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• Grantor
MELSON 2 S amuel

" Margaret

John & Tabitha

• Mary
• Joseph,et al
• Joshua & Mary
• Middleton
• Joseph Middleton and

Elizabeth
• Joseph
• Joseph Middleton
• Joseph Middleton
• Elizabeth & Joseph Mid.
• Isaac
• Daniel & Amey
• Rachel

" Daniel, et al

• Smith,Jr.
• Sarah, et al
• Daniel & Tabitha
• Ann 2et al
• Rosey,et al
• Middleton,Rosey,et al
• Betty,John,et al
• Smith
• Daniel

Grantee
Thomas Wilkinson

Jacob Dunton

George Melson
Richard Drummond
Richard Drummond
Henry Milliner
Robert Shead, et ux
Thomas Bayly let ux
Levin Melson

Richard Drummond
Bennett Mason
Edmund Ayres
John Welburn
John Welburn
John Welburn
John Welburn
William Vessles,Sr.
Slaves

Year Type Liber
1720 B&S Part 1,1715-

1729,p.274
1720 B&S Part 1,1715-

1729,p.274.
1720 Relinquishment of

Dower, same, p.275.
1731

1749
1749 Mort.1746-1757,p.243.
1749 Mort.1746-1757,p.269.
1750 B&S 1746-17570.270.
1761 B&S 1757-1770,p.143.
1790 Exch.1788-1793,p.305.
1790 Art.of Agreement,'.

1788-1793,p.342.
Release,1793-1797

p.137.
1795 Mort.1789-1799,p.120.
1795 B&S DC 1793-1797,p315.
1795 B&S DC 1789-1799,p131.
1798 B&S DC 1789-1799,p299.
1798
1798
1798
1799 B&S 1797-1800,p.260.
1800 Manumission,1797-

John Melson 	 1738
Thomas Wilkinson 	 1741
William Wheaton 	 1742
Joseph Middleton Melson1748
Henry Milliner 	 1749

B&S Part 1,1729-
1737,p.186.

B&S 1737-1746,p.23.
B&S 1737-1746,p•259.
B&S. 1737-1746,p.324.

1746-17570.94.
B&S 1746-1757,p.228.

B&S 1746-1757 2p.240.

Smith Melson 2Sr.	 1794

B&S DC " " "
B&S DC " " "
B&S DC " " "

•

1800,p.404.
GRANTEE INDEX TO DEEDS,ACCOMACK COUNTY,VIRGINIA -- FROM 1663 - 1799
Grantee Grantor Year Type Liber
MELSON,Joseph Melson,et ux George Middleton,Sr. 1715 Gift Part 1,1715-

1729,p.5.
Bayly,Richard John Nelson,Jr. 1695 Power of Attorney,

Part 1,1692-1715,p.134.
MELISON,Samuel Robert Atkins 1694 Gift Part 1,1692-1715

p.102
MEISON,John Jeremiah Cary 1703 B&S Part 2,1692-1715,

p.45.
" 	 John Sarah Cary 1703 Release of Dower,Part

2,1692-1715,p.46.
John & Tabitha Thomas Onions,et ux 1728 Gift Part 2, 1715-

1729,p.233.
John Mary Melson 1738 B&S 1737-1746,p.23.
Joshua Francis Johnson,et ux 1738 B&S 1737-1746,p.23.
Joseph Middleton Middleton Melson, 1748 B&S 1746-17570.94.
Isaac Robert Snead pet ux 1748 B&S 1746-1757,p.182.
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Joseph Melson 	 1749
Thomas Bayly et ux 	 1790
Michael Bonewell,Jr.et ux 1790
John Drummond 	 1792
Thomas BayIy let al 	 1794

Elisha Stevens,et ux
Elisha Stevens,et ux
Preston Dix, et al

•

B&S 1746-17570.240.
Exch1788-1793,p.307.
B&S 1788-1793,p.413.
B&S 1788-1793,p.621.
Release 1793-1797,

p.137.
1799 B&S 1797-1800,p.297.
1799 B&S 1797-1800,p.342.
1800 B&S 1797-1800,p.416.

MELSON, George
" Daniel & Amey
• Smith,Jr.
• Smith,Jr.
• Smith,Sr.

Francis
Frances
James

•
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ACCOMACK COUNTY,VIRGINIA START OF MARRIAGES (Leamon Ackley Melson Records)

Daniel Melson m Amey Drummond 24 Dec.,1785

Elijah Chambers m Peggy Melson 8 Feb.,1786

Jacob Taylor m Elizabeth Melson 8 Jul.,1786

William Melson m Sally Gray 10 Feb.,1789

Caleb Melson m Tabitha West 2 May ,1789

David Melson m Nancy Fitzgerald 25 July 2 1791

George Melson m Tabitha Kelly 13 Mar. 2 1794

Daniel Melson m Tabitha Ayres 2 July21794

Daniel Melson m Sophia Drummond 6 Aug.,1796

Benjamin Pruitt m Ritter Melson 16 Nov.,1796

Middleton Melson m Rosey Mears 25 Mar. 21797

James Melson m Betsy Dickerson 27 Nov. 2 1797

James Melson m Polly Dix 28 Dec. 21797

Jeremiah Melson m Elizabeth Hinman 7 Aug.,1798

George Nelson m Betty Nelson 8 Nov. 2 1798

Matthias Phillips m Nancy Melson 28 Feb. 2 1799

Stephen Taylor m Frances Melson 27 May ,1800

George Simpson m Leah Melson 28 May ,1801

The following were listed as Sur (Surrogate?)

Daniel Nelson 	 in 1804

Jacob Savage of Melson in 1806

Isaac Melson 	 in 1798

Smith Melson 	 in 1786

Daniel Melson 	 in 1806

•
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fig'	 MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY,BALTIMORE,MARYLAND - MARRIAGE LICENCES
187 OF WORCESTER COUNTY,MARYLAND, 1795 - 1865, Millard F.Hudson,MSS.
.W5
.W48

(All marriage records of Worcester County,Maryland prior to 1795 were burned
when the Worcester County Courthouse,Snow Hill,Maryland was destroyed in 1834.

•

Melson

Ann
Benjamin S.
Burton.C.
Daniel F.
Daniel F.
Eleanor S.
Elijah
Hannah
James
James
James
Joseph
Josephus H.
Lovey
Margaret
Margaret(Peggy)
Maria
Mary(Polly)
Mary E.L.
Matilda G.
Phoebe Ann
Priscilla F.B.
Sarah(Sally)
Sarah
Shatty
William H.
Levin D.

Stephen Hopkins
Eliza Fooks
Priscilla Farlow
Hatty Jane Parker
Sarah E.White
John W.West
Sophia Townsend
William I.Downing
Elizabeth Parker
Eliza Milliner
Mary Taylor
Rachel Fooks
Julia A.Farlow
Jacob Jones
Custis Bull
E.Richard Freena
Purnell W.Short
Elijah Williams
Nathan G.West
Daniel B.Short
Ezekial Jones
Gilly C.Short
Joseph Hearn
Henry Brewington
John Merrill
Mahala Maddux
Zipporah Wilson

Dec. 8,1842
Jan.14,1833
Nov.12,1850
Nov.15,1842
Mar.31,1831
Dec. 8,1847
Jul.26,1830
Feb.26,1822
Jan. 7,1825
Feb. 7,1832
Jun.17,1837
Jan.15,1808
Dec.12,1855
Dec.20,1814
Feb.22,1839
Jul.31,1810
Feb.14,1837
Dec.24,1812
Dec.14,1846
Dec.12,1843
Dec.16,1834
Feb. 8,1842
Mar. 5,1827
Feb.23,1830
Apr.27,1835
Jan.31,1846
Jan.29,1828

DAR LIBRARY,WASHINGTON,D.C. - GENEALOGICAL RECORDS OF MARYLANDIV0L.1,1941-2.

Page 64 John Gordy married Hannah Jackson,Apr.28,1760.
Benjamin Melson married Milley Gordy, Apr.1.1798

Hannah Jackson born Oct.3 1 1740.
Page 65 Milley Gordy born Jun.10,1780.

Benjamin Melson born Aug.13,1777
John Gordy died Nov.15,1802.
Hannah Gordy died Nov.24,1813.
Elijah Nelson, son of Benjamin Melson, drowned.•



Jan. 8,1805

Apr.29,1806

Apr.20,1791

OM

Jul.15,1775 Peter Gordy

Jul.15,1775 Nanny Gordy

■IM
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MARYLAND HALL OF RECORDS WORCESTER COUNTY ESTATE DOCKETS 1742-1821 AND
1821-1850. ACCESSION NUMBER CR 8972.

Name

Peter Gordy

Moses Gordy

Peter Gordy

Eleanor Gordy

Wm.Gordy,Sr.

Isaac Hearn

John Hearn

William Nelson

Daniel Nelson

Daniel Melson,Sr.

Joseph Nelson

Elijah Melson,Sr. Mar.21,1824

Samuel Melson 	 Apr.19,1849

Wesley Gordy 	 Apr.12,1825

John P.Gordy 	 Jan. 9,1838

William Gordy 	 Jan.13,1845

Eleanor & 	 Mar. 4,1788
WM.Gordy
William Gordy Nov. 4,1788

William Gordy Jan. 8,1805

Mary Turford Mar.11,1763

Betty Hearn &
Wm.Parsons
Nanny Nelson Dec. 6,1763

Daniel Melson,Jun.17,1791
Junior
Joseph Melson Mar. 5,1799
(DBN)&(W.Anx)
Benj.Melson'. Aug. 9,1808

Samuel Nelson Mar.26,1824

Benj. & Dan.F.Apr.17,1849
Melson
Spicer Gordy Oct. 3,1827

Mary Gordy 	 May 5,1838

E.M.Gordy 	 Jan.13,1845

John Williams,Sr.,
John Williams,Jr.
James Parker
Jacob Gordy
John Parker
Samuel Hearn
John Gordy
Daniel Nelson
Isaac Hearn
John Fourney
George Parker
Jacob Parker
Isaac Hearn
Isaiah Smith
John Evans,Sr.
John Evans,Jr.
Wm.Morris
Wm.Gordy
Elilah Nelson
Benjamin Melson
Elijah Melson
Wilson Maddox
Benj.Melson
James Brown
Elijah Melson
Joseph Hearn
Nathan Gordy
John P.Gordy
Nathan Gordy
Samuel Gordy,Sr.
Peter Smith
Jacob Parker

Proved 	 Executor 	 Bonded
	

Sureties

•MD

Note: Where no date is shown under the heading "Proved", this usually meant
the will was initially proved in another jurisdiction. Such as Daniel Melson,
Sr. His will was probated originally in Sussex Countypelaware Dec.4,1798
with his son lJoseph, as Executor. The originals of the wills so filed are
to be found in the records of their county of residence and merely this
notation is shown in Worcester County. Daniel Melson,Sr. is the same Daniel
Melson,Jun. shown immediately above.

•
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•
SKETCH OF AREA IN DISPUTE BETWEEN THE LORD PROPRIETORS OF MARYLAND AND THE
LOWER COUNTIES UPON DELAWARE, BASED UPON SKIRVEN'S "FIRST PARISHES IN MARY-
LAND", LIBRARY OF CONGRESS,1841. THE FINAL BOUNDARIES'WERE ESTABLISHED BY
THE MASON-DIXON SURVEY OF 1768 WITH THE FORMAL ADOPTION OF THE LINE IN 1775
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1801 (MHR Maps Box 5 F1dr.11)

Lewes

Gravelly
Creek

BROADKILL
HUNDRED

0

INDIAN RIVER.-
HUNDRED_

Rehoboth )1
Bay

 -
Shanklands

BROAD CREEK HUNDRED River

DAGSBURY HUNDRED
Dagsbury

Nanticoke
River

LITTLE MEEK HUN
• .•••■■■ •

7:Barr Creek /
Litt e
Cr ek

E R

•
Salsbury

O Ri

'

S 0 M . ,E R S E

COtINTY

0
Parkers

`14	 A 	 R 	 Y 	 L A 	 N /D
'

WORCE

COUN

Hutchine

St.Martins

Princess
I,Ann

Scale: one inch,
is about five mite

Baptist
Meeting
House

Snow Hill

State Line
-- County Line
— Hundred Line

Town Line

- 	 - Roads

Churches &

Meeting Houses



•

Z1
al

12
G
=
0

CO 	 $.4
W

.-s 	 >
a3 	 -.4
C 	 Ce
•r4a	 4,

a)
0) 0 4-1 0

Fr4 	 co 4 0 	 0
Z 	 .1-1 +.1 	 44 u)

u) 1-4 	 4 	 41 0 ca
etS .-I a) 4-1 144 Z 	 Ze, 7:11 m °a  ,?4, ›,

I:, cr) •:1 a) .0 	 4-) an
O W•1-1 $4 44 E1 0
al 	 a 1=1 $-1 cr) a) •0

1-4 	 0 44 TS CU
>1 CIS W 0 0 	 0 4-)
S-1 4 4 4 	 WW.
ai 4-1 4-1 M 4-1 CO 0. CU
z •• •• 03 4 w GS

44 : 0 0 4-1 10 c.)
•10 0 c1:1 0 •.-1 	 0 al
O : )4 	 44 •4
0 0 	 •1'4 0 0 	 '0

O 4-) A 3 	 11 0
cd -el 0 	 0 ca a) al
•-I 4..) •4 W .0 $4 >,
O c) 0 $4 co 0 a) 10
cd cd 114 w 	 >, > 0
> a) 	 1-)WWW0
4--1 	 -c) • 0 > Z 1•1
>, a) 0 >, Z $4 	 >1
co .0 03 al 0 O 

0
 14

O 4-) 	 PI 4 co 0 cd
O 0a) co cd a) a) cu 43
a 3 a) x 4 4 IV

O C) cd E-4 4■1 1.4 O
44 4 0 W • Z al
O w 	 0, ca >, 1-4

o nia).01-4 (1
CO 4-1 •1-1 CO 0 	 44
14 4-4 4-1 W -r4 11 E-I 0
0 • 0a3 4 1-4 a) Ci) 03
O 00 	 C.3 	 0 CA >
14 1/40 r4	 Ti O	 11
a) r•-• +.1 a) a) a) 	 >1
0> r-1 .4 	O ti) 44) 2

C., 	 W 	 S-I 44 E-1 0

”-Ir-ittl 'I; 4+:cl f:kc7; I:I :W°1. :a::O X 0 0 	 0 cd 0
O .H 	 •r1 4 3 4
✓-I 	 ic) 4-) 4-1 	ca
O

A
 0 0 0 0 $4

01:1004-1car40
O

-

	0 Z ..-1 0
a) ca ca 4-1 	0 E $.4
.0 	 I-1 .4 CI) 	 a)
4-1 0 	 V 

.0 in >
o .x a) -i-4 CO (N 0

›N CO 0 4 co •r4 	 CAD
.0 0 

•
,4 4-1

Z 3 4 g 4a) W
1:1 	 0 0 C.) • 4-4 4
W >, cl) cl) 03 1-4 	 4-)
> .0 44 cl) W 	 44
o 3 0 o
N 'CI 0 4•) 0 0 	 .

a) 0 W 0 03 4
0. 4-)	 .0 	 r-I 4-1 'CS
(C3 4-1 'CI 	 .0 W N a)

44 cu >, 4-1 Z o 4-)
coE4cd'd 	 0a) .0 w M •I-I r-I 	 •r0+
..-1 0 -IA I M CV 0) 0
F.4 CO r-I 4-1 	 ..4 0 0.
cd 	 .0 1-4 0 0 •c:) 0.
•CI 0. cd cd 94 cd 	 cd

al 4-) .0 	 g0 4-1
Ea3 	 ca 	 WE

O cd 0 W 14-1 CV CO
.0 4-1 	

M
CO 

9
r-I 0 LH CD

S-I 4-1 	- 1 	 4-1cd 0 0 	 E a) 0
cd 0. 0 .0 	 a 0 ca
w) a) 0. c) ir Out
G) 14 W .1-1 0 4 	 >I W
✓-I	 11 4 0 	 40 0 4-1

1-1 ..-1 3 44 a) 0 	 0
W cd Z 	 4 •rl >1 N
4 0 	 W 4 4-1 (1) a) Z
4-I •H 0 Cr 4-) 	 .C1 > C)

44 i4 -r4 al co 	 14 C.)
14-1 	 a) 1-1 3 al co Z al
O a) NI 	 u) 3 cd co

.0 	 a) 	 ca
.0 4-1 cl)W. 	 0 tr) 1-4 0 cd
C) 	 4 4-) 	 cNi in 0
4-)E4-)	 co 	 r-. 	 c
a) 0 	 44 3 4-) f--1 ."4

x  0
.W$40000 	 A>4
co 44 a) 	 4 0 	 i ...4

w 4-) ca aa. a) 0 A
cc w

• 

0 -• w Z 0
-I-1 TI 4-) -r4 ca. .--) 	 CO MI
. cd a) 0 0 -e4 r4 al 0
H 4 .0 0. a Z c•I Z cd



11 - 12

MARYLAND

BALTIMORE

r

Delaware
Bay

Annapo is
DELAWARE

e
•

•
AIM •M fmm.ashington

D .C. SUSSEX CO

,George

f 	 Helm 	 Se o v
pie son

WICOMICO
•

CO. 	 Salisbiry

Potomac
River

VIRGINIA

•

COMA
CO.

Richmond

1 MPTON

e

The general location of
sites along the Eastern Shore
of Virginia-Maryland and Delawa
of interest to the early histo
of the Melson Family



e

-Cla -nce

Col -mrtie

.-Des nines 11-13

Salt River

• 	 r'

•

Location of Shelby County,Missouri the home of
Benjamin Nelson after emigration from Worcester
County,Maryland in 1837. Although Samson Davis
Nelson moved away in 1864, descendents of his
brother, Benjamin N.Nelson remain there near
Clarence today



03
al 	 co

p.4
▪ C CO

03	 0 Z
<LI .r.1
1.1 CO 0)

03. CI •r4 CO .0
-r4

r.4
03 X

4.) 03
03 E

4.4 c
•r4 .1-1
03
3 3 V)

•

ci
O
00

4.1

11-14 c
0
co 	 14c .4 	 wo - w =w c 7... a..... 0w 2w )4 p.,O ii 	 z •-0 s. 	 co0u, 	 0 	 ..a 0 	",— 	 = , , .0 14u 3 	 • ..c co 	 =Z 	 cn u 44 u

m
C

C coai
.0 	 ••4 	 0 c) dc4..o 	 co 	 cd co e 	 as

=
to • .....0 Z.—, co

O wrc ca Ps CV ""
••1 	 44 	 I:

•r4 ia • •13 	 In
4.1 	 g ....1 13) (n C 	 ft
CO
CU 	

.-4 • 03 	 C
• aJe 9•1°3 	 >

• 

e 	 a)
v4 .0 0 cd or4 	

0
G1 	 o•I
44
C 	 {43 	 > 	

CD

4•1 	 to' ai - A 	 E.
0 

••
0 c./) o3 	 CO44 	 .0 •• 	 0

•4 	 44 44 00
-14c°0)

440 $4! a/ V OE

0 0 M 	

3CI
U A U u 

y11) = ca cd 	 ca
44 co 44

03

-444 II 	 0 -4 0 0
a/ 0.) ..0 ..0

-.r...8. -..0.
a.

4.1 	 "4 	
0.1.J 4.1 CD .r4 CO 
-

U303 •
.4.9 	 O) ••• 1.1 $4 	 E -/

	

Z.:0 	./.1 g 1.4 .0v4 ..1 14! .2
144 4/
O co 	 p. 	 I s 	 ••.•4
0 = Z
o 0. 	 1.4

•r• P% 	 LA 	 ci 	 ci
1-1 •-• 	 as 	 c e 	 c
ca •r4 	 1.4 	 C. (1) 	 a)u E 	 ..4 	 0. •—• 	 co

	

3 rf, 	03	 a 03 	
43
=3 = cn 

0

cc

0

0 ..4 ).
C.) .4 •r4

3 Od

1

ca 	 4)
•••1 	 1../
.... 	 4J
.■I 	 CV
ai

Z 	
03
a

14
.4 0,)



11-15

PHOTOSTATIC COPY

OF THE

DIARY OF

ELIJAH MELSON

1837 - 1844

DESCRIBING THE TRIP FROM SALISBURY, MARYLAND TO

SHELBYVILLE, MO.

THE DIARY IS NOW IN THE POSSESSION OF LEDRUE MELSON, LFNTNER, NO.

PHOTOSTATING DONE BY MR. LEDRUE MELSON AT THE REQUEST OF DR .HARRY

ROBERT GLAHN, 3233 HOLLY HILLS DRIVE, FALLS CHURCH,VA. 22042.

1973

FURTHER REPRODUCED BY LEWIS B.MELSON SR.,FRANKFURT/M.,WEST GERMANY
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• "ELIJAH MELSON'S DIARY" - A literal translation of pertinent portions of
his diary which is now in the possession of Ledrue Melson,Lentner,Shelby
County,Missouri. The narrative has been taken from a reproduction of a
photostat of the diary. Certain pages from the photostat copy have been re-
arranged in this narrative for continuity and clarity. On several pages,
Elijah practiced penmanship, no attempt has been made to recopy these exer-
cises. Certain words and phrases are difficult to interpret, where the mean-
ing is not clear, these will be underlined.

•

Page ? shown on photostat 11
We started from salsbury
Wednesday the 12 1837 (April)
We came in 9 georg todds and
Whites Vesel we got to
The Vessel about dark and
Tood about 8 miles that
Night we started next morning
About 9 oclock and pased white
Haven about after 11 which
is about 7 oclock and about 2
We run aground but soon
got off
Elijah Melson his hand and
pen

Page ? shown on photostat 1

Thursday 13th about 8 oclock
we passed the lighthouse
And about midnight we had
A verry strong gale which
frightened us verry much and
us most all sick but it didnt
last long Avery(Henry?) droped(sic)
wiere and stated there till morning
(he must have meant the vessel an-
chored overnight)
we put off about 5 and about
9 we passed the lighthouse
near anapolis and about 15 min
Past 9 we passed annapolis
And about 10 oclock we
Had a verry strong gale which
Made all of us sick but
Henry and samson and about
5 min after 11 we got in
potaps co river and we

Page 3

had to head in hockingsport
harbour in sight of baltimore
An ancord about 2 oclock

Page 3 continued
And left it 1/2 after 7
And got too - Baltimore
About 10 oclock
At night Saturday 15th
We loaded and went too
Adamses tavern and put
up Sunday the 16th we started
Too wheeling about 9
Oclock and about if past
1 we passed all the Mills and
Went under the railroad
And we saw the steam car going and
we got 20 miles and put up at
Whalings tavern and started

Page 4
Next
Morning about 1/2 past 8
oclock and traveled 191/2 miles
Put up at Mrs.Deans
Tavern tues Day the 18th
We started about past 7 oclock
Traveled 20 miles and put
up at Mr.Maddoxes
Tavern Wednesday the 19th
We started about 8 oclock
And traveled 20 miles
And put up at Mr
Casnors Tavern thursday
The 20th we started
About past 7 oclock
And traveled about 19 miles

Page 5
And put up at Mr
Broash tavern Friday the 21st
We started about past
7 oclock and traveled about
18 Miles and put up at
Molkifiers tavern
Saturday the 22nd we
Started about 8 oclock
And traveled 19 Miles and put
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•

•

Elijah Melson's Diary continued

Page 5 cont.
up at a tavern in cumber-
lin Sunday the 23eth
We started about 8 and
Traveled 14 miles and put up
About 8 it began to snow
at 8 oclock and snowed until 4 the
Snow was about shew deep

Page 30
Leonard Gordys wife
Was taken sick thursday
20th and we left them
at Mr Broashers -

Tavern 10 miles from
Baltimore(note-Elijah
meant 100 miles)

E Melson -
Elijah Melson
This hand and pen 1837
Command you may your mind
From play
Elijah Melson
Command you may
Your mind from play
Elijah Melson

A gap exists in the diary at this
point. The entries were added to
the diary after they reached their
destination. Pages 6,7,8,9 are
missing.

Page 23
Patrick Henry is
the (word missing here,he
meant to write boat)

we went from
Wheeling to Louisville
and there got on another
by the name of avalanche

February 09th 1844
E Melson

Page 28
Patrick
Henry was the
Boat that we went
from Wheeling to Louisville
in and then took another
the name was avalanche
which cared(carried?) us tcl St.Louis

Page 10
Evansville And We
Started about Dark Monday the
8th we run aground About
4 oclock AM And got
of (off) A (at) past 5 AM
About 1/2 past 11 we passed
Galeonda

About 7
Past 3 we past Smithland

This 8th of
April(?) 1837

(note- Elijah must have meant May
rather than April)

Page 11
Monday the 8th (May,I assume) we
got in the Mississippi
About Midnight
Wednesday the 10th
Got within 40 or 45 Miles
of st.Louis they broke
the cupling and they
had to go on one wheel
to St.Louis And we got
There Wednesday the 10th
About 8 oclock in the
Eveneing and started thursday
the 11th About 12
Oclock
And we got to alton
About 15 minits
past 3 and staid till
	

min of 4

Page 12
On Friday the 12th
We passed Seaford About

past 9 oclock
Which was within 7 Miles
of hannabol
And we got to
Hannabol About
11 oclock Saturday
The 13th we started about 11 oclock from
Hannabol to Shelby-
ville and we traveled 18
Miles and put up with Mr
Cirsays
Sunday the 14th
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ElijalOtlson's Diary continuation

Page 13
We started About
8 oclock
And About 2 oclock
I left the waggon and
traveled 30 miles and
Put up at Mr
Eatons Mondy the
15th i started About 6
Oclock and traveled 5
Miles and got to James
Parkers About 8 Oclock
Elijah Melson
Hand and pen he may
Be good but god noes
When

Several other pages of this diary are included in the photostat. In addi-
tion to those shown above there are pages 14-15-17-18-19-22-26-27 which
are filled with penmanship exercises and names of the family. The last
date found in the diary may be seen on page 17, it was Feb.28th,1844.
Elijah drowned later that spring, probably in the last week of June 1844.

Page 22 is interesting, it shows the names of family members, Elijah wrote
his name eight times. Additionally there are the names of

Milley G Melson
Samson
B.N.Me (Benjamin N.Melson)
Benjamine Melson, scratched out

There are two dates on this page, 1839 at the top and in the middle
and 1844 at the bottom. Writing the name of his sister,Milley G Melson
on this sheet in between the two 1839 dates implies she was married
in Missouri. On the opposite page #23 in bold writing is the name of
John R Coard,whom Milley married,this page also contains the date 1839.
Page 16 is filled with the names John R Coard and Milley G Coard written
alternately. This must have been done before the summer of 1840. By
then John and Milley kete married and-so shown fn the,1840'Shelbv County
census. They - must have left Missouri'for Maryland:shortly after this
count was take in June,1840. Their oldest child,Mary.I.Cord, is listed
in the Worcester County,Maryland Census as being ten years old and born
in Maryland.

•
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929 OFFICIAL ROSTER OF THE SOLDIERS OF THE STATE OF OHIO
Cinti IN THE WAR OF THE REBELLION 1861-1865,WPA of Ohio,1938
Lib.

Name
Mel son

Reference Age Rank 	 Organization

Daniel J. 	 6-481&489 	 18 	 Pri. Co.C,81st.Ohio Vol.Inf.

Hugh 	 8-221&743 	 - 	 Pri. Co.B,118th " 	 9 	 "

Ivens W. 	 5-248 	 19 	 Pri. Co.B,6oth. 11 	 II 	 It

John W. 	 6-536&7-54 	 21 	 Pri. Co.E,82nd. "• 	 " 	 9

John W. 	 20 	 Pri. Co.F,88th. " 	 9 	 9

Michael 	 9-634&784 	 44 	 Pri. Co.G,180th 9 	 9 	 II

Richard C. 	 1-320 	 22 ' Pri. Co.B,15th. " 	 9 	 "

Thomas 	 4-328,461, 	 18 	 Pri. Co.B,45th. 9 	 9 	 If

783
William 	 8-221&9-705 29 	 Pri. Co.B,118th. " 	 II 	 If

William E. 	 6-514 	 18 . Pri. Co.A,82nd. 9 	 9 	 9

Name 	 Service 	 Remark'

Melson,Daniel J. Aug.30,1861-JU1.13,1865

Hugh 	 Killed at Chattanooga,Tenn,Jun.2,1864

Ivens W. 	 Aug.Il 1862-Feb.11,1863

John W. 	 Nov.12,1861-Aug.9,1862 Medical discharge

John W. 	 Jun.22,1863 - Ju1.3 1 1865

Michael 	 Sep.27,1864 -ft.Ebb.14,1865. Died at Washington,DC

Richard C. 	 Apr.18,1861 - July.18,1861

Thomas 	 Jul.18,1862 - Jun.20,1865 Captive for three years.

William 	 Jul.24,1862 - Jul.17,1865

William E. 	 Dec. 5,1861 - Dec. 5,1864
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THE ORIGINS OF SURNAMES

"AMERICAN SURNAMES",Elsdon C.Smith,Chilton Book Co.,Phila,PA,1969
"ADKINS" 	 -A Medieval contraction of "ADAMS,"meaning 'red earth.'
"CANNON," 	 -Old English word for a clergyman,canon,or servant.
"FRANZ," 	 -German for "FRANCIS",or man from France.
"GIBSON,GIPSON," -Middle English from "GILBERT".
"GILMORE," 	 -Scots-Irish,'devotee of Mary,'
"HARE "
"HILL,"
"JACKSON,"
"JONES,"
"MARSH,"
"MELTON,"
"PRATHER,"
"WELCH,"
"WILSON,"
"WILCOXON,"

-Old English for "speedy."
-English,'a man living on a hill,or rise of ground.'
-English,for son of 'Jack."
-Welsh,"a son of'JONE,'the Welsh name for JOHN."
-English 'low wet ground.'
-Old English for 'mill.'The suffix means 'village.'
-Welsh,'a son of'RHYDDERCH,'or 'RHUDDERUCH."
-English for "WELSHMAN,"
-ENGLISH,'son of WILL.'
-English, 'Son of WILL living on a dairy farm.'

• 	
THE PENGUIN DICTIONARY OF SURNAMES,"Brian Cottle,Penguin Books,London,1967.

"ABRAHAM," -Hebrew for 'father of a multitude.'
"ATKINSON," -Old English,'son of 'ATKINS.'
"BURK(E)," 	 -From "BURGH,",'fort/manor,'Old English.BURKE usually Irish.
"CARY," 	 -Keltic,'pleasant stream.'
"CLARKSON," -Old English,'son of a clergyman,secretary.'
"CRADDOCK," -Welsh,'amiable.'
"CHRISTOPHER, " -Greek-'bearing Christ.'
"FERGUSON," -Scot-Irish,'son of FERGUS','man choice.'
"HUMPHREYS," -Normanized German -'giant peace.'
"LONDON," 	 -Middle English,name of city.
"PAINTER," 	 -Old English, 'painter.'
"PRITCHETT," -Welsh, 'son of Richard.'
"SMITH," 	 -Old English ,a metal-worker,'
"WINGATE," 	 -Old English, 'windy pass.'
"WELSH," 	 -Keltic for a Briton foreigner in Wales.

•



"THE SURNAMES OF SCOTLAND" •	 Black
"MACFARLANE" - Scottish, "a son of PARLAN", Old Irish "PARTHOLAN", the

MACFARLANE's in Gaelic are called "M'ALLANS-i.e.the poster-
ity of ALLAN." MACFARLANE is a Clan. An Earl of LENNOX legend
relates how PARTHALAN or PARTHOLAN,the son of SEAR, took
possession of Ireland 278 yearsafter the flood. Patronymics
are MACFAR LAN, MACFARLAND, MACFARLIN, MACPARLAN, MACPARLAND,
MACPARLANE, MACPARLIN, MACPHARLAIN.

"DICTIONARY OF SURNAMES"
Reany
Routh ledge and Kegan Paul,London,1958.

"MELSOM" 	 - "MELSOM, MELSOME, NELSON" variants of "MILLSON."

"MILES" 	 - Latin for "soldier." Early English venacular was "mile",
which is the same form as modern French. Variations in-
clude MILLSON, MILLSOM, MILLSUM, MELSOM, MELSOME, NILSON,
MILESON.

•
"PATRONYMICA BRITANNICA"
M.A. Lower
Heraldic Press, NY, 1967.

"MELSON" 	 - perhaps the same as "MALLESON" which is conjectured to be
"the son of MALLET." "MALLET", a Norman name derived from
"mall", a ponderous iron mace. Patronymics are MALLETT,
NELSON, MELLISON.

"THE CONCISE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH PLACENAMES" 
Eilert Ekwalt,
Oxford Press,Eng.,1951.

"NELSON" - from "MELSONBY" Yorkshire(MALSENEBI), Domesday Book (MEL-
SENEBI 1202 FF). Perhaps from "MAELSUITHAN'S BY". "MAE',
SUITHAN" is an Irish personal name. A Norse Viking Settled
in the North Riding of Yorkshire in the 8th. or 9th.Cen-
tury after sojourning in Ireland. The suffixes "ebi" and
"by" are ancient northern terms for "farmstead","village"
"town."

"ENGLISH SURNAMES: THEIR SOURCES AND SIGNIFICATIONS"
Charles Waring Bardsley

- "MILES" came into England as "MILO", that being the form
found in the Domesday Book of 1085-1086.The is the record
of the great survey of English lands and people made at
the order of William the Conqueror. It was already popular
with the Normans and like all other names from this source,
it is specially recorded in the diminutive shape or form as
"MILLOTT" or "MILLETT." Patronymics are MILLS, MILES, MILL-
SON, MIIFSON.

"MILES"•
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F942 City of Westminster,England Reference Library,St.Martins St.,
WC2H 7HF "A HISTORY OF YORKSHIRE NORTH RIDING VOLUME ONE - THE
VICTORIA HISTORY OF THE COUNTIES OF ENGLAND" published .by the
University of London, Institute of Historical Research. Original' •

edition 1914, Reprinted by Dawson's of Pall Mall.London,1968.

page 104 : 	 Malsenebi(xi century): Melsonebi, Melshamby, Melsandeby (xii-
xvi centuries); Mestanby, 1317; Melhamby, 1463; Melsanby alias
Melsonby ( xvii and xviii centuries).

Melsonby is composed of the village of Melsonby and part of the town-
ship of East Layton. Its area is 2742 acres, of which 963 acres are arable,
1490 acres are permanent grass and 15 acres woods and plantations. The sub-
soil is Yoredale Rocks, the soil is principally limestone which was former-
ly quarried. The chief crops raised are wheat, barley, oats and turnips.
600 acres of common ground were inclosed in 1815.

The village lies clustered round the crossing of the four roads running
south to Watling Street, north to Lucy Cross, east to Barton and west to
the Staindrop Road. It consists mainly of two parallel streets separated
by a water-course and bordered with stone houses with red pantile roofs.
The church stands in a prominent position at the east end of the village,
the 18th.Century Rectory being opposite it on the south side. South of the
rectory are vestiges of what might have been the "turriolum" granted by
John de Carlberg to William de Marske and confirmed by John Abbott of East-
by. The only remains visible consist of a wall of doubtful origin with a
shorter section joining it at right angles. In the field are numerous lines
and mounds suggestion of other buildings.

MELSONBY MANOR belonged to Torphin before the Conquest and was after-
wards part of the honour of Richmond. In 1086 it was held under Count Alan
by Bodin from whom the mesne lordship passed to the FitzAlans. It was still
held by their descendants in 1430 and probably continued to be so held. The
lord of the adjacent manor of Middleton Tyas, Henry de Middleton, seems to
have claimed the mesne lordship in 1268 for he had then established himself
as custodian of the manor and of the under-tenant, a minor. Brian, son of
Alan, however, came with many others to Melsonby, seized the ward and car-
ried away goods and chattels of Henry de Middleton to the value of 20 Pounds.
The FitzAlans inhabited the manor house of Melsonby during the 13th. and
14th. Centuries.

MELSONBY gave its name to a local family represented in the 12th. Cen-
tury by Thomas de Melsonby. In 1202 Thomas de Middleton gave half a caru-
cate to Roger de Melsonby, son of Thomas, and a 'vice-deacon' of Richmond.
Julia, daughter of Roger exchanged tenements in Melsonby with Jervaulx
Abbey.in 1246.Simon, son of this Roger, was a tenant of Adam de Narford in
1281. Simon must have died before the end of the century for in 1295-7
Geoffrey his son and heir was a minor in the custody of the lord of Rich-
mond. In 1309 John de Stapleton lord of the manor complained Simon son of
Simon hunted in his free warren and carried away hares, conies and part-
ridges. Simcin 's son,Robert,was a kinsman of John son of Geoffrey de Mel-
sonby lord of Knecton. Robert probably died without issue, for in 1366 Joan
wife of William de Langley and Agnes daughter of Simon de Melsonby conveyed
tenements in Melsonby to Robert Layton.

Perhaps it was on the occassion while the FitzAlans inhabited Melsonby
Manor that Brian son of Alan that in 1205 he deprived his under-tenant Rich-
ard de Lyng of 12 carucates of land in Melsonby. Richard immediately ob-
tained reinstatement from the Crown but three years later he cane to an
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arrangement with Brian by which they divided the 12 carucates with the de-
mesnes,services and mill appurtenant.Brian keeping the capital messauge
and the advowson of the church and Richard holding his share of Brian.

Alan de Lyng made a grant in Melsonby to Marrick Priory in the 12th
Century,and as one of the several under-tenants of the FitzAlan's,the
Family of Lyng(Lines) continued to hold lands,though no longer the manor,
in Melsonby for over a hundred years.They were last heard of there in 1316
when Roger de Lyng,at that time Lord also of one of the manors of Patrick
Brompton(q.v)held tenements.Meanwhile St.Agatha's Abbey,which held the
neighboring manor of Barton seems to have acquired the Lyng's fee in Mel-
sonby,for Abbott William granted to Adam de Narford and his heirs all the
land with the capital messauge in the vill of Melsonby which John son of
Robert formerly held of the abbey and which escheated by reason of felony
commited by John.The Abbey of St.Agatha is not again mentioned in con-
nexion with. Narford lands in Melsonby.Adam de Narford was ward captured
by Brian son of Alan in 1268.He was succeeded by his son Hugh and he by
his son Adam who was lord in 1281.The last named Adam constantly attacked
the rights of his under-tenants,and forced the parson to prove his right
to haybote and housebote.In 1306-7 he granted the manor of John son of
Nicholas de Stapleton,who received a grant of free warren in Melsonby in
1308 to himself and his heirs.John de Stapleton was lord in 1327-8 and
Nicholas in 1331-3.This Nicholas was head of family.

From this time on Melsonby descended with the Stapleton's(q.v.)until
Thomas Metham died seised in 1498-9,leaving a son and heir Thomas after
which it seems to have come into the hands of another branch of the family.

In 1547 Edmund Metham settled half his manor on Melsonby on William
Metham and Ann his wife,who in 1599,conveyed it to Ralph Gower.Roger Gower,
Edward Gower,Robert Philippson and Anne,his wife,and Christopher Philippson
in 1623 settled Melsonby by fine on Solomon Wyvill and his heirs and on
John Robinson.This must have been the instrument by which Melsonby passed
to Christopher Philippson who was lord in the following year.Christopher
clung to the Royalist side of the Civil War but he pleaded in 1646 that though
he was major of a foot regiment raised against Parliement,he never marched
out of his own parts,but had submitted at the first settlement of the militia
and taken the National Convention in 1644.He was later discovered to be secretly
aiding the royal party but he compounded and in 1652 his estate was discharged.
Robert Philippson,who succeeeded Christopher,sold the manor in 1666 to Humphrey
Wharton.The manor still belonged to the Wharton's of Skelton Castle(the lords
of Gilling) in 1796 but in 1857 had come into the hands of Messrs Swan Clough
& Co,bankers,45 Amey St,York.

There is a mixed elementary school erected in 1857 and a second enlarged
in 1899.South of the Wesleyan Chapel erected in 1866,Scotch Dike appears.A
mile south of the village the highest point of Gatherly Moor is reached,whence
a wide view is obtained over the Gilling Valley to the Main Line of hills
and moors trending to the north-west.Gatherly Moor is partly in this parish
and partly in those of Gilling and Middleton Tyas and is crossed from Melsonby
to Watling Street by Jagger Lane.Now cultivated land,the moor was famous
in connexion with horse breeding.

There was a church and priest at Melsonby in 1086.Brian,son of Scolland,
lord of Bedale (q.v) is said to have confirmed the church to the monks
of Castle Acre,but in 1208 it was held by Brian's successor Brian FitzAlan,
whose descendents,the lords of Bedale(q.v) continued with some

•
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interruptions until 1570-1. Occassionally rival claimants sprang up. In
1416 Alexander Metham is said to have died seised, and in 1427 Thomas, his
son and heir, claimed the advowson at law against Brian Stapleton,heir of
half of the FitzAlan estates. 	

In 1671 the Stapletons made their last assertion of a right of moiety
by conveying it to Willian Brent and Christopher Adams. In 1692-3 Eliza-
beth Spooner conveyed the advowson to six trustees for University College,
Oxford which has ever since been patron. The living is a rectory.

The registers of the church begin in 1658.

Note: The article from the quoted reference has been abridged.

Certain of the words used in the description of Melsonby are not too fami-
liar. Their definitions are included for better understanding:

advowson - the right of presenting a nominee to a vacant ecclesiastical
benefice. This right is included as a property right. Roman
Catholics must surrender their rights to Oxford or Cambridge
University.

carucate - a measure of land in certain England counties equivalent to
a hide, usually amounting to 120 acres but may vary from 60
to 180 acres.

compounded - to forebear prosecution of an offense for a consideration.

demesne - possession of lands in one's own rights.

haybote - The woods or thorns allowed to a tenant or commoner for re-
pairing his hedge or fences, also, the right to take such
material.

housebote- wood allowed to a tenant for repairing a house.

mesne 	 - an intermediate such as a mesne lord who holds lands of a
superior being tenant to the superior but lord to his own
tenant.

messuage - a dwelling house with adjacent buildings and curtliage and
the adjoining lands.

moiety 	 - a half

(q.v.) 	 - quod vide - which see

seised 	 - in possession of•
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Benjamin Melson and his wife, Milley Gordy Melson, are probably buried
in the cemetery on the Old Melson Farm,near Clarence,Shelby County,
Missouri. There are six unidentified graves in this plot.

Samson Davis Melson, his wife Juliann Elizabeth Catherine Jones Melson,and
their son Albert Jason Melson, are buried in the Melson Family Plot,#242,
Pioneer Cemetery.South Commercial and Judson Streets,Salem,Oregon.

James Asbury Melson and his wife,Mary Amanda Gibson Melson, are buried in
the Melson Family Plot,Pioneer Cemetery,South Commercial and Judson Sts.,
Salem,Oregon.

Roy S,(Samson LeRoy) Melson, his wife Hattie Etta Welch Melson, are bur-
ied in the Melson Family Plot, Pioneer Cemetery, Salem,Oregon.

Major H.Jones, his daughter Duenna Jones Boon, her husband Henry Daniel
Boon, several of their children, Major H.Jones'other daughter,Melvina
Jane Jones Brown,and her husband,William Harrison Brown, are buried in
Plot #632, Pioneer Cemetery, Salem,Oregon.

Peter Welch, his wife Hannah Gilmore Welch, their sons Warren P.Welch
and George Welch,together with other members of their families are bur-
ied in the Peter Welch Cemetery,Decatur Township House,Washington County
Highway #111,three miles west of its intersection with Ohio State High-
way #555, Ohio. This intersection is about five miles north of Belpre,
Ohio,which is along the Ohio River.

Noah Welch and his wife Alverda Hare Welch,their daughters Eva Welch and
Alice Welch Marston, are buried in the Jason Lee Cemetery, on "D" Street,
Salem,Oregon.

Joseph Samuel Melton and his wife Mary Sue MacFarlane Melton, lie in the
Thomson City Cemetery, Thomson,Ceorgia.

Lewis Byron Melson Jr. is buried in the Melson Plot,Pioneer Cemetery,Salem,OR.

•
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THE DOMESDAY BOOK

One source of the earliest references to the name 'Melson' was the

the great survey made of England during the early days of the Norman Con-

quest. The survey was ordered by William The Conqueror at his court in

Winchester around Christmas 1083. The survey was completed some two years

later. The book into which all the information was assembled was originally

known as "Libris de Wintonia." This title apparently referring to its first

place of deposit, which is now known as Winchester. When the Kings of England

moved their court to Westminster, the book went with them. It was kept with

the King's Seal until 1696 when it was finally deposited in the Chapter House.

The name, as it is known today, came from "Scripture Thesauri Regis," be-

ing kept in the King's Treasury,which was in the Church of Westminster,in a

place called 'Domus Dei' or 'God's House.' From this,the book became known

as the Domuspei or The Domesday Book. Shortly after it was deposited in the

Chapter House at Westminster, work was started to translate the book into

a more useful form. The work continued for more than seventy years. King

George III became interested in the work and appointed a Royal Commission to

assure its accuracy and completeness. Fifteen years were taken to agree on

the style of type to be used. The printing of the first book took five years.

A setback occurred in the mid 1790's when the Printery housing the type burned.

King George in 1800 ordered the book to be made available to the public and

in 1816 directed 1250 copies be printed. The work was completed in 1834.

"DOMESDAY BOOK
seu

Willelmi Primi
Regis Anglae"

This title is found on the flysheet to the first volume. The two succeeding

volumes contain the survey and the fourth volume adds an Appendix which

•
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adds the survey of the County of Durham taken at the same time by the Bishop

Palatine for that region and housed in Archbishop Laud's Library at Oxford.

The first volume has a lengthy explanation by the Royal Commission explain-

ing what was done to translate the medieval records engrossed onto sheepskins,

what some of the ancient terminology meant, a listing of the classes of people

enumerated, and other facts about this amazing survey.

The copy reviewed was found in the Central Technical Library for the City

of Westminster. The flyleaf states the book was printed for the Central Lib-

rary of the Island of Jersey. There was no explanation appended to explain why

the book was no longer on that island. It has been rebound and there are evi-

dences throughout of abuse in handling. Even so,it remains a fascinating and

somewhat frustrating book for a non-student of medieval Latin,Anglo Saxon

and Norman to read. No attempt was made in the translation during the 1700's

to recouch any of the material into English.

King William I directed the survey to be based upon information collected

and attested to by the oaths of the Sheriffs, the Lords of each Manor,the Pres-

byters of every church,the Reeves of every Hundred, the Bailiffs and Six 141-

lans of every village. These were to inquire into

the name of the place
who held it in the time of King Edward
who is the present possessor
how many hides in the Manor
how many Carucates in demesne
how many homages
how many villans
how many cotari
how many servi
what free men
how many tenants in socage(socmen).
what quantity of wood
how many meadows and pasture
what mills and fish ponds
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how much added or taken away
what was the gross value in King Edward's time
what is the present value
how much each free man or sochman had or has.

When these questions asked in 1083 are compared with the few questions com-

prising the First Census of the United States in 1790, it is astounding the

survey was completed in two years time. It was so well received,this book

formed the basis for all taxation in England for centuries.

One of the peculiarities of those days was the rank of the persons enumer-

ated. In general,according to the Royal Commission's explanation these were

grouped in the following order:

Bishops and Abbotts
Norman Barons
Taini(Thanes) - the former Saxon Barons of various ranks.
Vavassores 	 - a Norman degree of Lord above the rank of a Knight.
Aloarii 	 - Tenants in Allodium(absolute possession of property

without being subject to any taxation) hereditary.
Milites 	 - usually applied to soldiers,later to soldiers and their

servants.
Liberi Homines- Freeholders or freemen.
Socmen(Sochmen)-priviliged villans,they could not be deprived of their

lands. 'Soc' means 'franchise', unlike freemen,socmen
could not leave the estate without permission of the
Lord.

Rodmen 	 -less free than socmen,they were believed to have served
on horseback.

Villani 	 -serving in villanage,they went with the land.
Bordarii 	 -a cottager,less servile than a villan.
Coscits 	 -a cottager who paid rent for his holding.
Bures 	 -same as Coliberti-midway between servile and free,us-

ually on a tenure basis.
Servii 	 -servants
Ancillae 	 -female servants
Censarii 	 -an occupier of land,not well defined.
Porcarii 	 -swineherds. Some were free and rented privilges for

feeding pigs in the Woodland.
Homines 	 -all sorts of feudatory servants.
Angli 	 -under-tenants.

'Malsenebi' is mentioned three times in The Domesday Book. The first reference

in found in the General Introduction-Indices,this is the first volume:
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• 	 Villa 	 Possessia genera Scire 	 Hundred 	 Lord 	 Vol.
MALSENEBI M.Ecclia,p b r & c Eurvice WR,Halichedle Comes Alan 310 2

Wapentake

Volume I page 310 Column 2 EURVISCIRE

Beruuit' 	 114e"In Malsenebi7 Dirdreston ad gl& xi carucate7x car pofs e. Ibi 	 Torfin.

I. manes n‘e" Bodin ht ibi.l. caP7xv.uitt7bord 	 AEccta 7 ptor ibi.

e. Tot.1. leu ri71.1at.T.R.E.,uat xl fot.m.xxx.fot. In hac villa fuilad

1111. carucate. de qb, focarinet ad Ghellinges."

Volume I page 381 Col.II North Reding

Alan Comitis
aisc 	 .iiii.c1

"In Malsenebi. In Dirdreston."

A fourth indirect reference is found just preceding the survey information

shown on page 310 col.2. This one is on Page 309 of the same volume and•	 is headed:
"Terra Alan Comites

In Ghellinges 	 ."

The survey proceeds from this first entry under the Lands of Count Alan and

Malsenebi is found on the succeeding page.

A partial translation of these entries may be made from the notes found

in the General Instructions. The first reference lists the Villa being enumer-

ated as Malsenebi. Possessia genera - M.Ecclia,p.b r & c is not translated.

Scire - Eurivice (Yorkshire) West Reding(Riding). Hundred - Halichelde Wapentake.

Many of the older districts under the Saxon rule were termed Wapentakes. The

precise meaning of this word remains debatable. One being it comprised the

area where all men could be mustered within the some of a horn. Halichelde was•

	

	
a large wapentake for those days. Another reference,see page 11-32 "A History

of Yorkshire-North Riding," states Halichelde possibly contained then all of
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is today known as the Hallikeld,Hang and Gilling Wapentakes. These three were

erected from the older one in 1275-6. Gilling was further subdivided into

Gilling East and Gilling West in 1286-7. MeIsonby(Malsenebi) lies in what be-

came Gilling West. Under the column for Lord which listed the lands as belong-

ing to Count Alan, no one today is certain which Count Alan. There were three

of them serving King William I, Count Alan who lead the rear of the Norman

Army at the Battle of Hastings, his nephew, or another Count Alan Rufus. The

heading Volume refers to the page and column under which the survey data may

be found.

The survey description, in part tells us "In Malsenebi that Dirdreston

was a Beruuit(Berwick). A Berwick was an outlying unattached holding. Taxes

were paid 'ad gid xi carucate' on eleven carucates and there were ten plows

and teams 'cal ' on these holdings. The Lord in the time of King Edward was•	 Torfin. There was one manor in Malsenebi and the Lord of the Manor was Bodin.
One carucate of land surrounded the manor,which also had 15 'uitt's' whatever

they were. Cottagers (bord) held seven carucates . There was a church (AEccla)

and a Priest (ptor) in Malsenebi. The third line is almost completely untrans-

latable,although the last part implies the village paid quIP taxes on four

carucates. All franchises (soca or foca) were received from Ghellinges.

The Royal Commission in the explanation of the text went to great lengths

to explain many of the abbreviations used by the scribes. They asserted care

had to be taken to watch these signs as the meaning of abbreviations were

changed by them. Some of those used in the survey for Malsenebi illustrate

this point rather well:

car 	 'caruca' a plow and team.

• 	 ca 	 'carucata' a measure of land. The amount was considered about
as much as one plow and beasts belongingto it could manage in
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one year,taking into account the meadows,pastures and houses for

the householder and cattle. This was usually about fifty acres.

The amount varied widely,being as much as 100 to 130 acres in

some instances. The Carucata or Carucate was a measure introduc-

ed by the Normans and was almost identical to the Saxon 'Hide.'

• One hundred hides made a Hundred. A Wapentake,or Saxon District,

was also supposed to be the same,although they varied widely.

T.R.E. This abbreviation stood for "tempore Regis Edwardii," or "during

the time of Edward the Confessor." It was used to show the gross

value of the land and holdings during Edward's time.

7' 	 A symbol used in those days to represent the word "and.'.'

Redings 	 "Redings" or "Ridings" were one-third units of the larger English

Counties. One reference lists Malsenebi as being in the West Rid-

ing,while another shows it in the North Riding. This is not to

great a problem as Count Alan held land in both ridings and the

boundaries then were fairly flexible.

One minor bit of additional Eleventh Century information of interest concern-

ed the measurements for lengths. A "Perca" or "Perch" was fifteen feet. It be-

came 151/2 feet much later in the time of Edward III. A "Quarentina" which came

from the French "Quarente" which was the word meaning "Forty," was a unit of

length "Forty Perches long" or,as it became to be known, a "Furlong." A

"Lueca" or a "Luega" was a measurement or 480 Perches. This made it equivalent

to 11/2 modern miles. Later these words fused into "League" which was assigned

a distance equal to three miles. "Acre",the Anglo-Saxon word meaning "field,"

was defined as an area of land 40 Perches wide by 4 perches long. This medie-• 	 val acre was smaller than today's by 5120 sq.feet.
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MELSON'S In Ohio - Mrs.Linda Melson Mulkey,17710 3rd.Place West,Bothell

•
Washington 98011

1820 Census of the US,Ohio 	 Seattle,Washington Library 9R929.1771.
Nelson, James 	 132 	 Scioto County Green Township

Joseph 294 	 Ross 	 " 	 Paint
Samuel 294 	 Ross 	 " 	 Paint "
John 	 016A Fayette " 	 Green "

1830 Census of the US,Ohio
Melson,Kiziah 	 Adams County

" Joseph 	 Scioto "
" Hiram 	 Pike

2 males under 5,1 female under 5,3 female
10-15,1 female 30-40.
1 male 20•30,1 female 10-15,1 female 40-50.
1 male under 5,2 males 5,-10,1 male 10.15,
2 males 15-20,1 male 30-40,1 female 5-10,
1 female 40-50.

1840 Census of the US,Ohio.
page 314 James Nelson, 	 Ross County 2 males under 5,1 male 20-30,1 female

under 5, 1 female 20-30.
360 James Nelson 	 2 males under 5,1 male 20-30,1 male

30-40,1 female under 5,1 female 20-30.
359 Samuel Melson
	

1 male under 5,1 male 40-50,1 female
5-10,1 female 10-15,1 female 20-30.

359 Joseph Nelson
	

1 male 15-20,1 male 20-30,1 male 70-80,
1 female 15-20,1 female 60-70.

359 Thomas Melson
	

1 male under 5,1 male 5-10,1 male 30.
40,1 female 5-10,1 female 10-15,1 female
30-40.

" 359 William Nelson
	

2 males under 5,1 male 5-10,1 male 20.
30,2 females 5-10,1 female 20-30.

" 361 Jacob Melson
	 Se

	

1 male 20-30,2 females under 5,1 female
20-30

1850 Census of the US,Ohio
Fayette County
Corard Township
John Melson 	 30 Laborer
Meoseq Nelson 	 30 Laborer
Green Township
Thomas Nelson 	 35 Farmer
Charlotte Nelson 33
Sarah F. 6
William 4
Snijilive ? 2
Marion Township
Michael Melson 29 Farmer
Margaret A. 21
Martha E. 1
Clinton County
Clark Township
Jacob Nelson 30. Farmer
Sarah 28 Emily 	 8
Mary 12 John W. 	 7
Melinda 9 Samuel L.2

Mahala J.2/12
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Clinton County
Liberty Township
David Melson 	 24 	 Carpenter_
M.A. 	 24
John 	 2

Pickaway County
Washington Township
Job Melson 	 50 	 Laborer
Servir H. 	 19 	 Laborer

Auglaize County
Wayne Township
Thomas Melson 	 44
Margaret 	 41
Muldy E. 	 21
William 	 18
Mary 	 17
Samuel 	 13

Jefferson County
Town of Mt.Pleasant
David Melson 	 38
Mary A. 	 37
Annie M. 	 11
Duncan 	 9
William 	 7
James 	 5
Martha 	 3

Marriage Records-Highland County,Ohio-Seattle Library qR929.3771-M122M

David Melson married Susan Bragg 6 Aug.1840 by Wm.Elliott JP
Jacob Melson married Sarah Mays 15 Nov.1838 by Joel Thurman
John Melson married Isabella TUder 1 Oct 1807 by Samuel Littler
Emily Melson married Jacob Pfister 23 Jan 1863 by John M.Dorman
(is this the daughter of Jacob Melson Clinton County in the 1850 Census?)

1870 Census of the US,Ross County
Buskskin Township
Melson, Thomas 	 64 House Carpenter KY

it 	 Sarah 	 53 Housekeeper 	 KY

Note- I was told Thomas Melson b.1806 Ky died in 1874 S.Salem,Ross Cty,Oh.
Sarah Miller b.1817 Ohio

White Oak Cemetery,Fayette County,Ohio
Thomas Melson d.28 April 1862 age 46y 10m 4 days
Charlotte Melson b. 1817
Sarah Melson 	 d. 28 Oct.1860 age 10
Laura Melson 	 d. 2 Nov.1860 age 3

Thomas Melson was the father of John Franklin Melson(great grandfather of
Linda Melson Mulkey)
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Joe Cook's Family Line -.Microfilm from Salt Lake City- Coweta County.GA.

Name
Melson,Sarah

Mary D.
Mary M.
Appleton
Martha M.
M.M.
J.W.B.
B.F.
Aldora
Mary F.
L.J.
J.W.
A.W.
Kate
Carrie
John Herbert
Lillian
Fannie Kate
Shirley E.
W. A.

To whom
Crawley, Abram
Sims,William M.'
Huggins,John
Johnson,Melinda
Echola,Samuel J.
Burkes,R.H.
Ray,Sue
Pinson,Ellen J.
King,John
Lane,Joseph H.
Dent, Annie
Arnold,Fannie L.
Moore l Lizzie
O'Neal,T.J.
Jackson,J.J.(Dr).
Slaton,Vennie May
Gilley,Roy Lee
Beckom,O.J.
Copes,T.L.
Martin,Mrs.Carrie S.

Date of marriage
Feb. 9,1832
Sep.14,1834
Mar.11,1841
Dec.21,1841
Jun.25,1854
Oct. 8,1857
Mar. 7,1871
Nov.10,1874
Feb.20,1881
Mar.11,1879
Oct. 7,1886
Jun.18,1896
Oct. 5,1896
Dec. 8,1895
Jul.22,1902
Jun. 1,1929
Nov. 6,1934
Mar.22,1942
Dec.30,1949
oct. 6,1885

•

Mrs.Matthew B.Gordy Research - D.A.R.PATRIOT INDEX

Melson,Charles,b.1751,died 3-2-1821,married Frances Shadoun,Pvt.Va.
Melson,Daniel, b.c1724,died 2-1797,m.Love, PS,MD.
Melson,Drury,b.1760,d.10-14,1839,m.(2) Keren Bledsce,Pvt.,N.C.
Melson,Ebeneezer,b 10-11-1760,d.1.-6-184?,m.Dovey Walker,Pvt.,NC.
Melson,Elisha Jr. l b.17550.1 - -,1812,m.Fereby Johnson,Fvt.Ga.

"Tfil!;Y WERE THERE" Georgia Genealogical Records

Divorce: Susannah Nelson from Elijah Melson Dec.27,1826,Muscogee Cty,GA.

"COWETA CO.CHRONICLE FOR 100 YEARS",James and Reynolds,1928

929 	 A.T.(Uncle Ladd) Nelson died near Picton,Texas,age 88 years
Cinti 3OH. 8 mos. Moved there in 1855 from Coweta Co.,Ga.
Lib. 	 J.W.Melson owned land in Coweta Co.,Ga.about 1850.

Annie Dent m.Leonidas J.Melson,children Elizabeth Melson,
Annie Nelson m.J.Ives Barton , Christian Nelson m.R.Erle
Wynn, and Leonidas J.Melson,Jr.

Fanny Lou Arnold,daU.of Hugh M.Arnold and Fannie Lizzie Sims,
married Warren Melson, no children.

N.C.Genealogist,1965-Carteret County Wills,Will Book D 281,"Edmund Nelson
Sr.,Planter,20 June 1794,prob.Aug.1800.Land to Taylor Melson,son,pers.
property to dau.Voilator,rest of estate to wife,Elizabeth for life,then
to all my children. Excrs wife and Edmund Melson,Jr."

Signed PDMUND MELFON(mark)



•

Sign on LINE ROAD, that runs east-west
along the Mason-Dixon Line that divides
Delaware from Maryland pointing towards
Melson,MD,which lies 4 miles south.
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Judge Elwood Franklin 1,!elson,SR.
b.npv.25,1890, d.Nov. 20,1980
Son of William Handy C.and !ary

7 ,7artha Dukes Eelson. Father of
illiam F, John B.,Elwood F. Jr.

7onald H.,and T1ary Eileen elson.
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SAM(P)SON DAVIS MELSON
Son of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson.
Born Oct.25,1817 in Boguelenorton Hundred
Worcester County,Maryland. Died Jan.1,1894
in Salem,Oregon. Father of James A.Melson.
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•

Juliann Elizabeth Catherine (Jones) Mel son
Daughter of Tlajor H. and Minerva Wilcoxen Jones.
Born Nov. 6,1824 in Kentucky. Died Nov.4,1895
in Salem,Oregon. Mother of James Asbur7 Melson

•



Back Row: 	 James Asbury Melson, Mary Susan Melson Davidson,
Matilda Frances Melson Wilson, Sarah Emma Melson Plants.

Front Row: 	 Ella Belle Melson McDowell, Martha Josephine Melson
Garrigues, Minerva Jane Melson Wilson.

This picture was taken before 1902 when Mary Susan Melson Davidson
passed away. It was must likely taken in Salem,Oregon where most
of the members of the family were living. Bennie Melson, the only
other living brother at that time, is not in the picture. He was
a sailor and seldom visited Salem and his family.

•
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JANE MELSON ROSS
Daughter of Benjamin and Milly Melson.
Born June 	 ,1812,Worcester Co.,Maryland.
Died Feb.8,1892,age 79 years,8 mos. in
Lakeport,California. Sister of Samson
Davis Melson.

Po"

James Asbury 7elson
Son of Samson Davis 7elson and Juliann
E.C.Jones. Uusband cif Vary kmanda Gibson.
Born in Shelbyville,Mo. in 1843. Died at
Salem,Oregon in 1906. Father of Samson
Le Hoy (Roy) 7elson and Etta elson Eyre.



Benjamin Nathan Melson Mary Jane Carman Melson

Benjamin Nathan Melson,son of Benjamin and Milley Gordy Melson.Born
in Worcester County,Maryland Jan.6,1823,died Jul.15,1903 in Shelby
County,Missouri.

Mary Jane Carman Melson,daughter of William Carman of Palmyra,MO.
Born Nov.6,1825,died Apr.17,1899 in Shelby County,MO.

•
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•
Ella Belle Melson McDowell

Daughter of Samson D. and Juliann E.C.Jones Melson, born Oct.30,1860,died
Nov. 2,1936. Married Frank D.McDowell,Dec.29,1881.They had no children.
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Samuel Park Garrigues
Born in 1849,Alliance,Ohio. Moved to Oregon
as a young man,married Martha Josephine Mel-
son. He was a businessman and rancher at Hepp-
ner,Oregon. Park and Jose had two children:
Percy and Walter. After retiring,Park and Jose
moved to Portland,OR,where this picture was
taken, July 23,1900.

•
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LARI AT.1ADA GI13307. 7 7 ELSO7f
Oct.31,1860 in Petersbupic,I11. Died Au7.:?,0,194.-0 in Salem, Ore.

7.-rand-clau7.hter of ialter 7arsh,who was killed ri the ..,7h -T
• 	 - 	 f' 7-7 n-7 7 	 7 	 , 	 o

•
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Byron Asbury Melson,son of
James A. and Mary A. Nelson.
Born Sep.3,1881,died Nov./1,
1882. Taken in 1882 at Salem,
Oregon.

11-61

•

ETTA TAE; TIELSON EYRE/HARRIS
Porn Anr.15,1007 in Hennner l Oreon..
hied Aun.7,l9G0 in Salcm,Oremn. Dan.
nr James Asbury and Mary Amanda Gibson
;elson. ELta was the only other child
In the James Mel son family other than
n!7:- frither,Roy.S.Melson, to survive
infapcy. She was the mother of Robert
all() Palnh Eyre.
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•

•
ROY S.EELSON

Born 19 Dec. 1 1883 in Heopner,Oregon,a son of James Asbury and Nary Amanda
Gibson nelson. He grew up in Heppner and Salem,Oregon. He married Etta Welch.
During his life he was a banker,business and farmer. Retiring in 1;40,he
lived on his farm in the Keizer District,3alem,Oregon,where he died 24 July,
1;55. Roy and Etta had four children,Lewis 3yron,Ruth Lucille / Evelyn Josephine
and David Leroy Nelson.
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:1 t17. 	 BYRO7 	 (1-:

LITC I LLE 1 1. 0 7 7
1917

2.7" 	 tG T TfELS G?T
c, 	 0 1-EARS SEVETT 	 7') .

00'1.1916
1-1, 7 7,t, c a -_an Street , al c Ore

•



Roy and Etta Melson with Lewis,Jr.,
Mary and Peggy. 30 April 1952,Mother's
63rd.Birthday, Boston, Massachusetts.

•



NOAH WELCH
Born Oct.3 0 1855 in Decaturville,Wash-
ington County,Ohio.Died Oct.16,1938 in
Salem,Oregon. Son of Peter and Hannah
Gilmore Welch. Husband of Alverda Hare,
and father of Etta Welch Melson.

•

•
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CLASS '07
Alta A. Altman 	 - Mildred Edith Bagley

	

Frank W. Barton 	 Lelah Lucille Belle

	

Edith La Verne Bellinger 	 Mable S. Bradford
Sophia M. Catlin 	 Helen E. Colvin

	

Beulah M. Clarke 	 Ennane C. Craig

	

Ralph Reynolds Cronise 	 Ward L. Fisher

	

Charles B. Harrison 	 Henrietta Hoyser

	

Paul V. Johnson 	 Theodore P. Kindig

	

Grace Lick
	

Alice A. McCauley

	

Ross T. McIntire 	 Etta May Melson
Corine R. Miller 	 Paul W. Miller

	

Rebecca 1. Miles 	 Chester A Moores

	

Ralph B. Moores 	 Agnes Moore
William B. Mott
	

Glenn C. Niles

	

Robert C. Paulus 	 Alonzo A Perkins
Mildred C. Perkins 	 Florence Prince

Edith A. Ragan 	 Edna Alice Savage

	

Alfred Amo Schramm 	 Harold Smith
Leoline Gertrude Skaif

	
Eva Belle Starkey

	

Rex A. Turner 	 Clare A. Vibbert

	

Etta Welch
	

Ralph K. St. Pierre

• Etta 'ielch
Picture taken the day she
c...raduated from EL7h School
Class of 1907

_lice, 	 are- fJ_verda olch
'nackround
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EARL R. ADAMS
Won the race or Con-
stable of the Salem
district, by defeating
Herman Brown by
about 400 votes.

HANNAH MARTIN
Re-elected as state
Representative f o r
Marion county.

FRANK MARSHALL
Becomes Alderman of
Ward No. 2 in Salem,
succeeding H. H. Ol-
inger, who was serv-
ing by appointment.
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ROY S. MELSON
Re-elected as county crImmission-

er over his opponent, David Bloom.

JUDGE L. H. 111cMAHAN 	 a
Triumphantly re-elected to the

Marion county district court by a i 1
majority of 3,000 over his opponent, c
Walter Keyes.

The Oregon Statesman

May 8 19 GE FIVE 
4-44-44-H4-44-i44-0-1-4444+f-f+t

.... VOTE 61X

,Roy S. Melson
Republican Candidate for

COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

Eminently Qualified

FARMER
Owning and operating farms, one or
which comprised 3000 acres. At
present operating a farm of 35 acres
in North Salem.

SUCCESSFULBUSINESS MAN
Formerly associate owner in Com-

mercial Book Store.
Formerly associate owner in Atlas

Book Store.
Formerly proprietor Peter Pan Res-

taurant.
Graduate of Willamette Law School
Graduate of Capitol Business Col-

lege.

BANKER
Ten years association with First
National Bank.
(Formerly Capitol National Bank of
Salem.)

Member Pioneer Family, ancestors
having settled in the Oregon coun-

try in the early We.
Resident of Marion county entire

life.
■■••■••■••••■-••

PLEDGED TO ACTUAL RE-
DUCTION IN TAXES BY

EFFICIENCY AND
ECONOMY Pd. adv.



•
County
$0.054

Drainage and
Forest Patrol
90.002

How your Marion County tax dollar is spent

ROY S. MELSON
Rep. Candidate for

County Cornmissioner
Marion County

May 9, 1932

This letter is written with the hope of enlist-
ing your support in behalf of my candidacy for the
Republican nomination for County Commissioner.

If elected, I will endeavor to the best of my
ability to introduce into the administration of

• county affairs business principles and strict ec-
onomy and will do my upmost to bring about close
cooperation of all Tax Levying Bodies to adopt the
economy program urged by our State Government.

Our tax burden has become so oppressive that
it is reaching the point of confiscation. There
must be immediate relief given the holders of real
property, such as farmers and small home owners.

I feel that I am qualified for the position I
seek, having graduated from Willamette School of Law,
and was at one time employed by the First National
Bank of Salem, Oregon for a period of 10 years. I
own and live on a farm and have had considerable
Mercantile, Farming and other business experience.

If you can see your way clear to approve the
principles for which I stand, and will give me your
support, I will appreciate it very, very much.

Very truly yours,

•
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Alverda Hare Welch
Jan.9,1942,age 79

• Deluney L.and Rebecca Burk Hare
Parents of Alverda flare Welch

•
Alverda Hare Welch
Salem, Oregon 	 May Welch Stark and Alice Welch Marston

Sisters of Etta Welch Melson,about 1950
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•

•
Lester Melson Davidson,the second child of Thomas Luther and Mary Susan Melson
Davidson,of Indian Hills Farm,Salem,Oregon.Lester was born Jun.9,1887.This pic-
ture was taken at Salem,Oregon when he was 8 months old,i.e.about Feb.1888. Les-
ter died shortly afterwards.

Robert E.Eyre sent this picture to me 4 Oct.1987.It was one given to our grand-
mother,Amanda Gibson Melson,and kept among her possessions by Etta Melson Eyre,
then later by Bob until he sent it to me.

•
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CAPTAIN LEWIS B.MELSON,USN
ASSISTANT CHIEF FOR RESEARCH
OFFIC,':, OF NAVAL RESEARCH

1967

X a



11-74

"#. /1/7:
,

ff, e-e -e a ...ie.:, ei-7 IC, . evEz./ 7‘-..../

g. le:1z/ e i ii .-6, e" 	 4_ _

eVi":7;Z .ir-,_ ig-e: /2- r y /7 .---i 	 ....,/,

4- - u_all i-rz si-- 	 z ? e/.5.7 	-' —

("‹7--(Zs' / 	_

/ - try

• -

•.' // / // / '%/_;-_— 	 , 7--,- -,"/ i . t: 	 ' 

i 	 ,- 	 . Ai

• /.., '. 	 , ." } ---' -.'".. , 	 . 	 -',..‹..7"- ' ! e- ; .-r, .?---'''..	 / 57 ._,, _,.

/a 2 

•

•

• Pages from Julian E.C.Melson's Bible.
The earliest entries were written by her,
most of the latter ones by Josephine Melson
Garrigues,one of her daughters. These pages
were kept by Josephine among her records.
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Entries in John Gordy's Bible - Now in the possession of Mrs.Howard Gordy,
Salisbury, Maryland.

Page 677

John Gordy and Hannah Jackson was married together April the 28th.Day 1760

Jackson Gordy and Nelly Wootton was Marid to Gether February 20th day 1788

January 7th,1830 that Seth Gordy & Nancy Brewington was married

James Pusey & Mary Matthews was Married together July the 25th 1833

Nancy Elizabeth Pusey,a daughter of James and Mary his wife was born December
the 8 Day 1834

Wingit G.Matthews & Mary E Caleway was Married to gether September the 30th
day 1841

Sary M.Matthews a daughter of Wingit & Sary his wife was born October the
19,1863

Lavina E.Matthews was born October the 14,1843

Benjamin Melson and Milley Gordy was Married together April the 1st Day 1798

Kendle Gordy and Rebecca Wallace was married together February 19,1825

Kendle Gordy a son of Jackson & Nelly his wife died January 17 Day 1834

Jackson Gordy died December 18,1835

Poly Gordy deceased March the 14 day 1841

The text over Poly Gordy Revelations the 14 Chater 13 Verce

Elender Gordy deceased,age 73,the 8th. Day November I843(This is Nellie Wootton Gordy).

John Claton Pusey was born April the 29,1843

•
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John Gordy Bible

Page 678

John Gordy son of Peter

John Gordy was Born November the 25th.Day 1740

Hannah Jackson was Born October the 3rd Day 1740

Nathan Gordy was Born February the 1st Day 1761

Thomas Gordy was born January the 18th Day 1763

Jackson Gordy was born May the 31st Day 1765

October the 8th Day 1774 that Polley Gordy was born

Elijah Gordy was born June the 4th Day 1776

Milley Gordy was born June the 10th Day 1780

Hannah Gordy was born

Thomas Gordy died december the 9 Day 1845

Benjamin Melson was born August the 13th.day 1777

Milley Gordy was born June the 10th Day 1780

Lovey Cannon Melson was born November the 22nd Day 1798 Thursday night at 10
oclock

Hannah Jackson Melson was born July the 16th.Day 1800 Wednesday 10 oclock in
the morning

Polly Gordy Melson was born October the 14th Day 1803 fryday night at 8 oclock

George Armstrong Melson was born November the 13th Day 1805 Wednesday morning
8 oclock

Salley Melson was born November the 15th Day 1807 Tuesday morning about one
hour before Day

John Melson was born february the 1st Day 1810 about Daybreak

•
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John Gordy Bible

Page 679

Births

Mary Ellenor a Daughter of Nutter Gordy, Ann his wife was born June 10th Day
1828

Elender Ann a Daughter of Th.Cooper & Hetsey his wife was born November 22,
1822

Joseph Cooper a Son of Th. Cooper & Hetsey his wife was born June 18,1824

Benjamin Cooper a son of Th.Cooper & hetysey his wife was born February
21,1827

Vorica Holt was born September 30,1819

Nutter S.Matthews and Elizabeth H.Matthews July the 26 Day 1838

Margit Ann Matthews was borned August the 6 at 10 oclock Tuesday night 1839

George William Matthews was born June 27 Day 1841 on the Sabeth about half
past ten oclock in the morning

Deaths

John Gordy Deceased November 15,1802

Hannah Gordy deceased November the 24thDay 1813 It Being Wednesday Night
about 10 oclock

Nathaniel Gordy a Son of Jackson Gordy & his wife deceased September 23,1817

Wingit Gordy a Son of Jackson Gordy & Nelly Deceased May 12,1819

Elender Ann Deceased October 11,182_,a daughter of Th.Cooper and Hetsy his
wife

James (F?) Matthews was born the 10 of September the 1845

James Matthews deceased September the 2,1845

Carlotta Matthews deceased September 2 Day 1848

•
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John Gordy Bible

Page 680

Jackson Gordy son of John

Jackson Gordy was born May 31st,1765

Nelly Wootton was born February 17,1770

Charlotta Gordy was born December 9th,1788

Polley Gordy was born November 4th,1790

Thomas Jackson Gordy was born June 29th,1792

Isaac Gordy was born January 26th,1795

Nancy Gordy was born March 9th,1797

Kindle Gordy was born April 8th,1799

Hetsea Gordy was born May llth,1801

Seth Gordy was born August 15th,1803

Nutter Gordy was born October 28th,1805

Wingit Gordy was born June 12th,1807

John Gordy was born September 5th,1809

Nathaniel Gordy was born October 30th,1812

The Ages of James Matthews & Charlotta his wife's children

Mary Jackson Matthews a Daughter of James and Charlotta his wife was born
January the 8th Day 1815

Wingate Gordy Matthews Son of James Matthews and Charlotta his wife Was born
August lOth,1820

Nancy Emilian a Daughter of James Matthews and Charlotta his wife was born
December 23rd Day of 1824

•
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International Genealogical Index - British Isles - LDS, Salt Lake City,UT

Variants of the name Melson

Malson
Mallison
Manson
Mealson
Mellson
Melsan
Melsham
Melshamby
Mellison
Melsom
Meisome
Melsomey
Melsomi
Melson
Melsonbie
Melsonby
Melsonn
Melsonne
Meistone
Mel sum
Miles ton
Millicent
Millison
Milson
Moulsome

•
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International Genealogical Index-British Isles - LDS,Salt Lake City,UT.

Melsons in England before 1669

c1256 	 London 	 Hugh Melson
1563 	 Lincoln 	 Thomas (f) & William (s) Melson
1566 	 James Melsonne
1572 	 Barbary Melson
1577 	 Worcester Thomas Melson m Elizabeth Lye
1578 	 Lincoln 	 Isabell Mellson
1583 	 Elizabeth Melsonbye
1586 Durham Agnes Melsonbie
1588 Lincoln John (f) & Thomas (s) Melson
1591 James Melson
1591 London James Melson m Anne Spencer
1593 Lincoln Georgii and Hellen Melson
1596 London William Melson m Luce Bearden
1597 Lincoln William (f) & Charles (s) Melson
1599 John Melson m Margaret Modye
1600 James (f) & John (s) Melson
1600 Robert (f) & Gylbert )s) Mealson
1600 Margaret Melson
1600 James (f) & Thomas (s) Nelson
1601 Edward (f) & Edward (s) Melson
1601 James (f) & Wyllyam (s) Melson
1602 ” Rychard (f) & Thomas (s) Melson
1606 ” Richard (f) & Alice (d) Melsonby
1606 Durham Aure Melson
1606 Lincoln Frances Melson
1608 Robtii (f) & Thomas (s) Melson
1609 Frauncis Melson m Alice Sherwood
1609 Durham Alice Melson
1610 Lincoln Thomas (f) & Elizabeth (d) Melson
1611 It Unice Melson
1612 London Richard Melson m Elizabeth Browne
1612 Lincoln Franscisum (f) & Elizabeth Melson
1615 Kent Mary Melson
1615 Lincoln Francisi (f) & Thomas Melson
1616 It Thomas (f) & Thomas (s) Melson
1617 London Henry (f) & Mary (d) Melson
1618 Lincoln Robert (f) & William (s) Melson
1622
1623

London
ft

John & Susan (p) & Richard (s) Melson
Edward Melson m Sara Drope

1624 It Richard (f) & Judeth (d) Melson
1627 Lincoln Margaret Melson
1631 London Thomas (f) & Elizabeth (d) Melson
1632 Lincoln Symon (f) & Elizabeth Melsonbye
1634 ?I Anthony (f) & John (s) Melson
1634 London John Melson m Elizabeth Lay
1638 William (f) & William (s) Melson
1640 Lincoln William Melson m Joane Morall
1640 Thomas (f) & Thomas (s) Melson
1641 Francicis (f) & Mary (d) Melson
1646 Francisci (f) & Johannes (s) Melson
1668 Edvardii (f) & Johannes (s) Melson
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22 Feb 1995

Ackley Melson's listing of Melsons in London,England during the 1500-
1625 era

Registry Book of the Parish of St.Christopher le Stacks,City of London,
Volume I,published in 1882

Christenings
p13 January 14,1620 - John the sonne of John Melsom and Susan his wife.
p14 November 10,1622 - Richard the sonne of John Melson and Susan his

wife.
p15 March 28,1624 - Judeth,the daughter of Richard Melson.

September 7,1675 - Christopher,the sonne of Richard Melson.

Burials

p38 March 24,1620/21 - Thomas,the sonne of John Melson and of Susan
his wife,was buried the 24 of March 1620.

p40 July 14,1625 - Richard,the sonne of Richard Nelson was buried in
the Curchyard August 12,1675.

Returns of Aliens in London,Part III

Cornelius Melson is found in Queenhithe Ward in London in the year
1600.
Melson Pelse,Dutchman and denison,and his wife were in Billingsgate
Ward in 1567,They had been in England two years.In 1571,Melson Pelse
and his wife,Jacmayn,are found in St.Botolphs Parish in Billingsgate
Ward.Pelse was listed as a baker,and they were members of the Dutch
Church.

The History and Antiquities of London,Westminster,Southwark and Points
Adjacent,Thomas

William Melson was a member of the Salters Company in 1537.

The Marriage Register 1558-1623 of St.Clement Danes,Westiminster,(Microfilm
from the Mormon Church)

Baptisms
March 25,1571 John Melson,the sonne of John.
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• 	 CHAPTER TWELVE

Life in Medieval England and Early Colonial Days

The lives of those living in England before our ancestors left for the
American Colonies was either as an Earl or a Churl.Those who were Earls were
entitled to possess land and chattels.Those who were Churls were chattels
and were bound to the lands upon which they lived the same as lifestock and
buildings.The separation between the two classes began during the Dark Ages
preceeding the Anglo-Saxon invasion and continued in varied forms through the
Fifteenth Century.The ties binding all Churls,or Esnes as they were called
for centuries,loosened about 1500-1510 when the ruling classes found raising
sheep far more profitable than producing grains and other livestock.Sheep need-
ed extensive pasturage for feeding.To provide these,the peasants farming the
lands favored by sheep growers,those portions of England north of the Thames,
were cleared from the lands by the owners.Few hands were needed to serve as
shepherds,all others were driven away.Most dispossessed peasants drifted south
to work as harvesters and farm hands in Kent,Suffolk,and other other southern
counties where agriculture including orcharding continued to be profitable.Farm
hands were paid about 2 or 3 pence a day for their efforts as many unemployed
clamored for whatever work was available.The market for wool became saturated
after 1580 and gradually the northern lands were returned to agriculture mainly
to raise grains such as wheat,oats and barley.This opened a small number of jobs
for the homeless,but again during the 1640's the Civil Wars raged across the
Midlands driving more people south to escape the warfare.

Living conditions for those not favored as land owners were primitive.
Houses were mainly woven wattle plastered with clay to protect against the
elements.Clothing was hand woven cloth.Possessions were few,most people had
knives and a few spoons.Forks were yet to be invented.

To control the mobs of unemployed,harsh laws were enacted controlling
those without jobs.Those wanderers caught were rudely jailed unless they
could prove they were exempt such as harvesters going to or returning from
farms where they worked.During the 1640's and 1650's,the demand for labor
along the Chesapeake Bay increased sharply as more and more land was cleared
for raising tobacco.The Colonies of Maryland and Virginia encouraged planters
to import labor to work the plantations by offering "Headrights".Every person
entering the colonies was entitled to a free grant of fifty acres of land.The
laborers brought to the Colonies under the headright system were recruited in
England mainly through the ports to which tobacco was exported.The bulk of the
tobacco was sent to the Port of London,two other ports,Bristol and Hull,also
were used to land tobacco.The Planters or their agents would recruit laborers
by providing transportation to the colonies,meals and accomodations on board
the ships,clothing and a grant of money for signing an Indenture,or contract,
which specified the length of service required from each Indenturee after land-
ing in the colonies to repay the Planter for his expenses.The usual terms were
four years for skilled laborers and up to seven years for unskilled.During the
height of the headright system use,1640-1680,thousands of emigrants were trans-
ported.S2venty percent from the Thames,the remainder from Bristol,Hull and
other scattered ports.Most indenturees were single males between the ages of
eighteen and twenty-one and unskilled.Women were also transported for working

•
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in the fields along with the men.Most women indenturees were in their early
twenties when transported.The ratio of men transportees to women was six to
one

Ship masters participated in the recruitment of indenturees,acting either
for themselves or as agents for planters,they would transport both men and
women,then sell their contracts to the highest bidder upon arrival in the
colonies.

A few immigrants paid for their own transportation,then worked out
agreements with planters after arrival.These were mainly men with families
and possessing skills needed in the colonies.

The "Headright" systems were abandoned after 1680.They were subject to
abuse by the planters who profited from the liberal grants of land.Typical
of one of the abuses is found in John Renny's transporting John Melson,Elizabeth
Painter and two other indenturees into Somerset County,MD.in  1671.He'd already
claimed fifty acres of free land for transporting them together with himself
and his wife into Virginia.He then did the same thing by transporting them
into Maryland.Cynically,in his request for his Maryland grants,in the same
petition requesting the lands based upon all becoming Maryland citizens,he
announced the sale of the warrant to another planter.

Our ancestors along with thousands of other agricultural workers in the
northern and midland regions of England after centuries of being bound to
the lands where they subsisted,were caught in the massive shift from agri-
culture to sheep raising and were forced south.Later,they were again buffeted
by the fortunes of the opposing sides in the English Civil Wars.Records indicate
in the early 1600's,two hundred or more Melsons lived in the southern counties
bordering London.Only two Mel(1)sons during these years emigrated to the American
colonies,the James Mellson who was transported in 1650 and John Melson who pops
up in Somerset County Court records in 1671/2.How long their branches of the
Melsons had been living in Kent and the other southern English counties is not
known.It's doubtful if their migration from the North Riding of Yorkshire to
Kent will ever be traced.

Once landed along the Chesapeake Bay,they found themselves in a strange
world.Almost no settlements existed,plantations had been carved from the
dense forested lands bordering the bay and along the streams feeding into it.
Tobacco demanded the best and most fertile soils close to a navigable stream
No roads for transporting the tobacco existed.The lands had to be cleared of
trees,then cultivated.Usually the trees were merely ringed and permitted to
die.When dry,they were burned where they stood,opening the land for hand
cultivation.The tobacco plants could be planted in holes poked into the soils
by sticks.Corn,which grew well,and which could be bought from the Indian
tribes living nearby,was also planted by the poked hole method.Hand labor
was the only method used and the planter needed as many hands to help clear
the lands,plant the tobacco and raise food as he could obtain.Originally,
the planters and the Directors of the Colonies assumed Indians could be used
for this work.This was not so,the Indians would not adapt to the constant
backbreaking work required.An excellent book on this subject is "Colonial
Chesapeake Society,"Carr.Morgan and Russo,Univ.of North Carolina Press,Chapel
Hill,NC.1988.This book presents some of the papers read at a symposium for
the 350th.Anniversery of the founding of Maryland.These papers present the
results of years of research into how these early settlers survived.

The Companies with Charters for the lands bordering the Chesapeake Bay
had planned to exploit the region extracting easily obtained profits from
their grants.These Companies were poorly managed and had grossly over-estimated
the revenues that could be wrung from the grants.The Governors and their staffs
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were inept and unskilled in the arts of creating new colonies from virgin
forests.They initially tried to make profits from the fur trade.However,
they failed to recruit successful fur traders and the Indians would not
surrender their furs are low prices.When it was recognized tobacco was to
become a profitable crop.the Governors again failed to recruit skilled
planters.To raise tobacco,skilled workers are required to carefully pre-
pare the lands,the seed beds,plant the seeds,raise the seeds,transplant the
seeds and eventually plant the seedlings in the fields,then keep the plants
free from pests,properly cultivated,picked at the right time,dried and
packed for shipment in such a way,the tobacco would not mold during shipment
to the English markets.It took years for the planters who had received lands
to develop these skills and to recruit the needed assistants who'd work the
lands with minimal pay.

Tobacco became the main crop of the colonies during the 1630-1640 era.
Most of the transportees were brought into the colonies between 1646-1652
and from 1658-1667.During the earlier years,the majority of the transportees
were landed in Virginia,later the Maryland counties were favored as new
lands were opened further up the Bay and as the Virginia indenturees became
freed men and women and moved into Maryland to receive their grants of lands.
An additional incentive for the freed indenturees to move out of Virginia was
the campaign waged by the socalled Established Church to force all Virginians
to submit to the tryanny of the Established Church.Maryland by 1650 was offer-
ing lands with no questions about religious preference.

The English settlers tried to adapt to the best of their abilities a
mode of living similar to that known in England.While the Swedish and the
Dutch in Delaware adapted the Swedish log cabin to their needs,the English
refused anything as logical and wrestled with splitting planks from the
trunks of the fallen trees so they could erect primitive 12' x 12' and 12' x
20' houses,most with only a single level,others with usable attics.These
houses had a fireplace made of wattle and sticks "at one end,with a ladder to
reach the attic which was used either for storage and/or for sleeping.Almost
no furniture was used.Cooking was done in kettles over the fire in the fire
place,everyone helped himself from the common pot with a carved wooden spoon
if one was available,otherwise by using a hand to scoop out the stew.Some
wooden trenchers were carved for use.There were no chairs,tables chests or
bedsteads during the earlier years.Blankets were thrown onto corn husks on
the floor which were used as mattresses.Chunks of wood were used as chairs.
Everyone had a knife which was the one tool available.Some settlers carved
spoons and other implements.Forks did not arrive in the colonies until well
into the late 1700's.

Most of the clothing was either that brought from England or leather
made from the skins of the wild animals slaughtered both for food and for
the leather.Looms for weaving cloth from cotton,flax and wool did not become
common until well into the Eighteenth Century.

On succeeding pages,copies of inventories of the chattels of members of
our ancestors will be shown.None extend back into the middle 1600's to
provide clues as to what possessions they had,but several ranging from the
early 1700's until the last quarter of that century are available.Although
each specifies it is a true and accurate listing of the goods and chattels
of the individuals who's estates were being inventoried,it is difficult to
accept these statements as being absolutely correct.Reading them,it is appar-
ent carved wooden bowls,eating implements and other tools were ignored.These
inventories trace the adjustments made generation by generation into becoming
Americans rather than remaining transported British.
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Colonists and their servants during the first years along the Bay lived
together in the tiny houses sleeping on the floor of the one room at night
sitting on chunks of logs during the waking hours.In addition to the Indian
corn,they ate cabbage,kale and another native vegetable,sweet potatoes.They
hunted the game that abounded in the nearby woods,mainly box turtles,or the fish
caught from the bay and streams.Oddly,fish and the other foods from those waters
such as clams and oysters were not a major part of their diets.Few English farm-
ers had ever learned to fish.The streams in England were reserved for the gentry.
The early inventories are silent as to the decedent owning fish hooks until
well into the late 1700's.Eighty percent of the meat they ate was from game,most
of the remainder being salt pork.Swine were the preferred livestock of those
early years.Some beef was eaten,but sheep played a negligible role until well
after 1700.Before this,there were too few servants to act as shepherds pro-
tecting the flocks from the wolves.

Gradually conditions improved,the houses were built a bit larger with
attics fitted for sleeping accomodations.Mattresses stuffed with corn husks
and later down were available,bedsteads strung with cords raised the mattress-
es off the floors,the larger houses made it possible to subdivide the areas
into rooms.The servants were built houses for themselves and later with
kitchen spaces for cooking their own meals.Pewter knives and spoons were
available to use,and looms permitted the cotton,flax and wool to be woven
into clothing.Handmills became common to permit grinding the corn,replacing
the mortar and pestles formerly used,that took almost an entire day's labor
from a servant to grind enough corn into meal for cooking.Orchards had been
planted and apples,pears,quince and other fruits were available.The apples
were pressed into cider and barreled for later use.Many planters owned stills
to process the cider even further to produce brandy.

Of all the lands abutting onto the Bay,those along the western shore were
the most suitable for raising tobacco.They were heavier soils than those on the
eastern side which were sandy loams.Of all the lands available,those in Somerset
County,Maryland were the least suitable for intense cultivation with the excep-
tion of some along the bay proper.Of all the lands in Somerset County,those in-
land in what became Wicomico Hundred were the least suited for tobacco,they were
exceptionally sandy with inconsistent patterns of rain.Tobacco required a con-
stant amount of moisture.The planters of the Somerset County inventories and
estate accounts were less affluent than those from the western shore coutnies.
Despite the inability of the inland plantation of Somerset County to produce
large yields of tobacco,the average worth of the planters living there was
essentially the same as for the other counties bordering the Bay.This was accom-
plished by diversifying,orchards and livestock forming the basis for the di-
versified yields. Assets ranging less than 100 Pounds placed a planter in
the lowest economic level,those around 250 Pounds were average in wealth,while
those worth more than 400 Pounds were considered well to do.

Our ancestors,once they became planters and owned property,were found to
be at least moderately wealthy.They were among the more prosperous in their
communities.The following pages provide information of what they possessed
in addition to their property holdings.They all arrived in the colonies as
indenturees,worked out their agreed periods of service,received their grants
of land and founded responsible lines of descendvits.Along with their con-
temporaries they overcame the difficulties of carving new lives from heavily
forested lands and prospered.
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The Inventories of the estates of residents of the colonial counties of
Maryland are a source of information about how they lived.In legal jargon,
these documents stated the appraisers made a perfect inventory of all the
Goods and Chattels and Rights and Credits of the deceased.If this statement
is absolutely correct,it is difficult to comprehend how many of our ancestors
survived.No consistent listing for numerous household and farming implements
are to be found.A browse through any antique shop featuring colonial articles
reveals dozens of them that were handmade and found in almost every household.
Few inventories listed any of them such as rolling pins,hand carved spoons,lad-
les,cups,plates,cutting boards,mortars,pestles and similar objects.Most in-
ventories list a harrow or three harrow teeth.This is puzzling.Try to conceive
of a harrow made with only three teeth.Old pictures of those periods of time
in which farming tools and implements are shown feature harrows mostly with
at least nine teeth.Some inventories list cart wheels,no axles,shafts or
other fitting,no bodies,or gates.Does this mean no planter ever used a cart
to transport crops,and that whatever purpose the cart wheels served,were they
always dismantled after use?This is doubtful.And so it goes,the inventories
are inconsistent,despite their statement they are true and perfect,this must
be taken with a grain of salt.Regardless of these omissions,the inventories
are worthy of study.Contrast those from the estates appraised during the
early part of the 1700's with those from the latter part of the century.As
time progressed,the planters became less dependent upon imported goods from
Britain. The mention of looms is rare for the 1710 period,yet every estate
had one or more as shown in the 1780 listings.The latter ones also show more
pottery available for use as plates,cups,saucers,bowls and other household
use.One researcher made a point of mentioning her concern that the early
inventories failed to list any chamber pots,she wondered what they did when
they had to visit some facility for relieving themselves at night.It's most
likely,the pots were there,but the appraisers in a studied attempt to be
polite listed them under the heading 'earthernware.' And so it went.

Reviewing these inventories reveal many terms used in those days are not
found in today's vocabulary.Dictionaries have provided definitions for some,
others remain undefined. Here is a listing of many words seldom seen or
heard today:

Barkitts 	 undefined

•

corvine
Dimity
Druggett
father
Flash Forks
Fother
Fustian
Gimblett
Hackle
Kersey
nettle
pigon,piggin
riddle
Rundlett,rundel
Shug
Slayes
Stilard,steelyard
Tennat,tennet saw
Trumpery

hooked
a cotton fabric with raised stripes
a coarse cloth used for carpets and drapery
fodder
forks for normal kitchen use.
oakum
cotton & linen cloth such as Corduroy
a boring tool
a comb used for cleaning flax
ribbed cotton cloth used for hose
a short rope
a small pail with a handle
a coarse sieve
a fifteen gallon barrel
sugar
the oscillating part of a loom
a portable beam for weighing
a tenon saw
trash



12-6

o
Maryland Hall of Records

Worcester County Inventories Liber 37A folio 77

A true and perfect Inventory of the Estate of Adrian Gordy Late decd of Wick-
omaco in Somersett County taken the 12th of Janry appraised in money as
followeth

to 1 Loom and Gears,' saddle & horse bridle 	 9 12 0
1 horse and 188 lbs of old potts 	 9 18 0
4 cows 	 4 0 0
2 year old & 1 8 year old heifer 	 1 5 0
2 2 year old heifers 	 0 10 0
1 feather bed,covering & mattress 	 0 15 0
1 feather bed & bedstead 	 0 18 0
1 old four Cattail Bed 	 0 1 6
12 young Hoggs & 3 shoats 	 1 11 6
1 old Bible & 3 other small books 	 0 3 0
3# old pewter & 6 Glass bottles 	 0 26
1 unfixed Gun 	 0 5 0
119 lbs old Iron & old Hoos ax & hammer 	 0 17 8
1 small chest and 1 small box 	 0 66

III 	 3 linnen wheels & 1 woolen wheel 0 12 0
7 lbs wool,logged Table & grindstone 0 5 0
1 earthen Dish & 2 wooden plates with some other Trifles 	 0 2 6
5 young hoggs 	 0 12 6
4 hides & 1 koop 	 0 14 0

Total 	 19 12 2

12th Janry 1715/6

Appraised by 	 John Magoohill
Willaim Koobold

I
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Inventory Liber 25 folio 135

• Inventory of the goods and chattels Rights and Credits of the Estate of
Samuell Melson of Sommerset County,Deceased taken this 18th.day of Aprill
1740

To Negroman Randall
1 mare
1 unbroken horse
1 mare
1 old mare
1 old yoke of oxen
1 cow and yearling
3 stears 2 years old
3 Heiffers
2 stears
1 cow with calf
3 cows and yearlings
2 cows and calfs
1 Brown cow
3 heiffers
1 yearling
4 large Barrows
1 sow and shotes
1 sow and 2 piggs
12 shotes
6 small barrows
8 shotes
2 sows & 2 shotes
1 sow & 5 piggs
5 sheep
54# pott iron
3 skillets
Paper money
2 frying pans
1 saddle & bridle
1 small piece of cloath
2 small Rundletts
1 Bed,Bolster,2 pillows
1 Bed,Bolster of old feath
124# butter
1 Rugg and coverlet
2 Blanketts and 2 sheets
1 Bed
1 Bed & bolster
1 Rugg,l blankett,l sheet
1 old Rugg,l old sheet and
blankett

cash
403# bacon

• 55# Dryed beef
25# pott iron
2 old guns
1 old gun with nax chain

46 0 0 to 3# tow thread 	 0 3 0
900 	 17# tow 	 116
4 10 0 	 15# tallow 	 0 7 9
4 10 0 	 16k# beeswax 	 0 13 4
0 10 0 	 7# cotton and worsted 	 0 17 6
5 10 0 	 some shoemakers tools 	 0 3 0
1 17 6 	 3 Gimbletts,2 head rockers 0 7 6
3 0 0 	 2 pair shoes 	 0 2 0
200 	 1 sow and 4 piggs 	 0 12 6
3 0 0 	 35 old puter 	 2 13 3
2 0 0 	 12 Tumbler glasses 	 0 8 0
6 15 0 	 2 Dram glasses 	 0 1 6
4 0 0 	 8 Earthen plates,3 larger,
1 15 0 	 1 punch bowl 	 0 7 6
4 10 0 	 1 stock and lock 	 0 7 6
0 7 6 	 2 Earthern Porringers 	 0 1 6
3 4 6 	 2830 very old iron 	 0 2 4
0 16 0 	 40# old iron 	 0 8 5
0 12 0 	 2 axes,2 old axes 	 0 14 0
0 12 0 	 2 hoes,2 old hoes 	 0 9 6
1 15 0 	 1 old tennet saw & Drawing
046 	 knife 	 050
1 12 0 	 35# wrought iron 	 1 7 4
0 12 0 	 1 chest and lock 	 0 6 0
1 5 0 	 1 Large chest 	 0 7 0
0 10 0 	 1 old table 	 0 10 0
0 10 0 	 16 glass bottles 	 0 4 0

1 parcell broken Earthen
ware 	 0 15 0

some old carpenter tools 0 7 0
2 Bushels Potatoes 	 0 7 7
Gridiron Flash Forks and

fire tongs
24# Hog lard

10 4 0
0 7 0
1 5 0
0 3 9
0 1 0
3 0 0

ers 2 12 0
0 9 4
1 0 0
0 6 0
2 0 9
2 13 0
1 6 6

0 18 0
0 8 0
5 14 0
0 13 0
0 10 5
2 10 0
0 11 6

0 8 6
0 8 0

3 old spinning wheels,l old
wooden wheel 	 1 0 0

4 old Bedsteads and cord 0 16 0
Paper money 	 2 9 9
Parcell of old Reading books 0 4 0
1 Box iron and heater 	 0 5 0
2 pair old boots and 2

pair shoes 	 0 10 0
3 candlesticks and 2 stear-

hides 	 0 10 6
parcell of woren cloaths 	 2 2 6
parcell of woren cloaths 	 3 0 0
1 woren Beaver hatt and
old felt hatt 	 0 18 6



12-8

Inventory of the Estate of Samuell Melson,continued•
to 1 womans saddle and bridle 	 2

17# unpicked cotton 	 0
7# dirty wool 	 0
7 chests and locks 	 0
1 old chest,7 old boxes 	 0
1 Brass skillett 	 0
5 10 Double Refined Shug 	 0

5
4
3
15
5
9
11

0 	 to 3 pecks wheat,li bushel flaxseed 	 0 4 2
3 	 parcell old wooden ware 	 0 15 0
6 	 Total 	 243 15 2
0

0
0
0

1 gunlock,chest,file 	 0 6 0
43 Pounds in Cooks 	 43 0 0
1 Bed 	 1 4 0
1 old Rugg,l old blanket and 0

sheet
4 0

1 pair trucks and bell 	 0 6 6
2 sides Horse Leather 	 0 7 6
Weaver Loom and Harness 	 2 0 0
519 Staves, 7 old chairs 	 0 11 0
121/2# wrought iron 	 0 9 0
9 old cyder casks 	 1 6 6
1 old saddle 	 0 3 4
70 unheaded casks 	 0 5 0
some Barrel staves & heading 0 10 0
parcell of Light Wood 	 0 10 0

• lk bushels of Wheat 	 0 5 0 
1 Table Cloath,2 Towels 	 0 3 5
6 Beehives,a sifter and a

grindstone 	 1 13 6
2 pair old cords,axe,candle

mold 	 0 4 8
43 bushels Indian corne 	 3 11 8
555# Tobacco @ 15p Hundred 	 4 2 4

Taken by us the Subscribers
his

Joseph Melson
	

James Caldwell (seal)
mark
his

Samuel Melson 	 John Killim (seal)

Creditors

John Killim

John Hofing

May 16,1740 came Isbell Melson,Executor of Estate of Samuel Melson of
Sommerset County and swore 	
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INVENTORY LIBER 83 FOLIO 70

An Inventory of all and Singular the Goods and Chattels Rights and Credits of
William Melson,late of Worcester County,Deceased taken by the Subcribers Sworn
Appraisers did Appraised in Current Money of Maryland this 27th Day of
December 1764 as followeth viz:

•

to his wearing Apparel,one Ox
and one cow and yearling 7 19
1 mare and colt,' hand mill
one cart & wheels 	 6 10

6 two year old Ox Yolks
riuves,staples & clevis 10 10

2 sows & 2 piggs,Seven
Geese & 1 old Fiddle 	 1 4

3 fether Beds and furniture,
11 yards fulled cloth & 2
fore sheets & 1 hangar 	 9 0

Large chest,one small chest
2 bucketts,1 Tubb and
Sundry of Lumber 	 1 0

2 chairs,2 boxes,shoemaker
tools,' Radle 	 1 	 7

Pair Wool Cards,3 bushels
flax seed 	 0 12

1 Linnen Wheel,1 Brass
Candlestick & Lumber 	 0 14

Unbroke Flax,Cockstone
Beans & Peas 	 0 10

Carpenter twinens & Joiner
tools & 1 Sifter 	 1 15

1 old Saddle,2 Bridles,one
powder horn,powder & shot
gourds 	 0 12

to Sundrys of Earthernware &
0 	 some old Pewter 	 0 11 6

4 Chunk Bottles,some old
0 	 Books,1 Looking Glass 0 11 0

Sundrys of Cutlery,Coff-
6 	 ee Ink Powder & one Ink

Glass 	 0 7 3
0 	 510 gallons Cyder,215

gallons of old Casks 5 19 0
5 Hogs,30# old Iron &

0 	 Lines & fishhooks 	 2 0 11
1 pr.Stilliards,Taned old
Leather,one Ax,& 1 Iron

O Wedge 	 1 2 0
20# old Pot Iron,21# New

6 	 Pot Iron 	 1 4 4
Pair Pot Hooks,1 old Bar-

8 	 re1,11 pair Sheep Shears 0 4 4
2 Turners chisels,1 Gouge 0 4 0

O His charge as Church Warden
for Board and Wine &

O Sundays 	 1 3 6
Separate Debts

6 	 John Lord,Alexander Ben-
nett
	

1 13 9
Cash,2 Rackoon skins
	

0 2 7
O Total
	

66 14 0

A True and perfect Inventory taken by us

Principal Creditors 	 Nearest Kin
	

Appraisers

Joseph Melson
	

William Aydelett
	

Daniel Coe
his + mark
	

Samuel Aydelett
	

Ag--11 Showell
William Purkins

March 8th.1764 came Nannie Melson and made Oath on the Holy Evangels of Al-
mighty God that the aforegoing Inventory is a Just and perfect Inventory of
all and Singular the Goods and Chattels and Credits of William Melson,late of

• Worcester County 	

Sworn before

Benton Harris,Dpty Cmsr.
Worcester County,Maryland
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Inventory Liber 57 folio 259

111 Inventory of the Goods and chattels of the Estate of Samuel Melson,Somerset
County,taken 4 March 1754

10 0 1 rasor,l knife,Paper curry,
1 snuff box 1 4 6

17 0 4 Drumhooks 0 1 1
4 0 102 bushels Corn,l Sifter,
13 0 1 Candlestick 0 18 6

152# bacon,24# beef,3 old
6 6 hoes 0 6 7
12 0 3 old Tubs,21/2 Bushels 	 salt,

1 Commow 	 .0 10 0
3 11/2 2 Bookwes,l Chest,' bedstead,

2 tubs 0 10 6
8 6 1 pair small shoe leather,

72 gal Rum 1 4 0
7 0 Total 	 42 15 1 3/41
5

6 0
18 102

0 11 3

4 2 3

0 9 0

Appraised by us the Subscribers this 4th Day of March 1754

Rob't Twilley
Thos. Acworth

Signed Greatest Creditors

Jos Rawle
Henry Hooper Junr.

her
Signed nearest of kin 	 Sary Mias

mark
Came the 21st May 1754,Henry Graham and Ann his wife 	

Neahmiah King

1 feather bed and furniture
	

2
1 small bed and furniture,
bedstead,mattress and cord
	

0
1 mare,2 old cows,' horse
	 7

2 yearlings,13 hogs,' gun
	 4

1 gun,' cupboard,' chest,
1 case bottles
	 2

25 yards cloth,l0 yds linen
	 2

22 putter, 21/2 old putter,
1 barrel of fish
	

4
2 looking glasses,8 flint

glasses
	 0

10 Earthen plates,14 earthen
cups
	 0

Earthen jugg,1 Pot
	

0 5
some tinware,some knives and

forks
	 0

•

•

Saddle and Bridle,3/4 gal Rum 1
2 gal Brandy,' frying pan,2 axes
94 yards Leather,' side Horse
Leather 	 0 8 11

8 old chairs,' table,31# old
iron 	 0 15 9

1 pair tongs and Shovel,' hand
saw,' skillett 	 0 8 0

1 hatchett,l3 3/4# tallow,
5 pieces earthen ware 	 0 8 102

1 large skillett,some woodenware 0 3 0
some show(shoe)tools,37# Pot

iron 	 0 11 3
some waring cloth,' Bagg,

1 Wallett
1 silk handkerchief,2 Deer

skins,6 yards Gatoring
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Inventory Liber 41 folio 423

Inventory of the goods and Chattels Rights and Credits of Joseph
Somerset County,deceased,taken 23 Nov.1749.

2 cows and calfs 5 0 0
1 cow and heifer 3 0 0
1 bull 1 10 0
1 woollen wheel 0 6 6
1 iron pot and 1 iron skillett 0 10 10
1 ax,3 harrow teeth 0 13 8k
1 plow 0 5 0
1 Bed 0 6 8 3/4
1 Rugg and 6 hives of bees 0 9 0
1 parcel of Light Wood 1 0 0
1 drawing knife and Leather dog 0 3 0

Total 14 19 3 3/4

Nearest Kin

Samuel Melson 	 Benjamin Venables
Henry Graham 	 Thomas Acworth

Greatest Creditor

Samuel Melson

Filed 23 Nov.1749 by Samuel Melson

Nehemiah King.

Melson,
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• Inventory of the estate of John Christopher Jr.,father of Hannah Christopher

Gordy.John Christopher's will was filed for probate 29 Jan.1749.

Inventory Liber 	 folio 	 dated 4 Jan.1758

1 Bed & Bolster,l quilt,
1 blanket,old sheets 	 3 7 0

1 Bed & Bolster,l quilt,
pair of old sheets,l
high bedstead & cords 	 2 16 6

1 Bed & Bolster,l quilt,l
Blanket,old sheets 	 2 0 6

1 old Cullon stove,Handmill,
2 iron potts	 3 10 6

1 old Iron pott,l old fry-
ing pan,' linen 	 0 11 0

1 old linnen wheel,l Loom,
1 old chest 	 2 11 6

1 old pine table,550 gallons
of old casks 	 0 7 6

1 Frow,1 old drawing knife,
2 pott hooks	 0 5 6

• Nearest of Kin

Hannah Gordy
Grace Morris

1 old carpenter saw,l old
box,2 old pails 	 0 7 6

61/2 pcs old pewter,7 3/4#
wrought iron 	 0 15 6 31

1 old hoe,l pair shoes 	 0 2 6
3 cows,1 heiffer,l young

stear,6 sheep 	 6 1 6
1 old hand saw,a few old

wearing cloaths 	 1 14 0
1 old razor,l Box Iron,

4 round bottles 	 1 14 0
1 old kettle,1 old hammer,

1 old knife & fork 	 0 2 6
1 old knife 	 0 0 2
A debt from Louther Dashiel 0 3 6

Total 	 26 10 31/2

Appraisers

Louther Dashiell
Thomas Dashiell

January the 21st,1758 came Clement Christopher,Executor for the Estate of
John Christopher and - 	 - 	 -

Neahmiah King.

An additional Inventory of the Goods Chattels Rights and Credits of John
Christopher of Somerset County,deceased.
lst.Day April 1761 by us the Subscribers

1 cow calf 	 0 12 6

Low Dashiel
Tho Dashiel

Filed 14 April 1761 by Clement Christopher,Executor -

Neahmiah King



•

•

Maryland Hall of Records

Inventory Liber 106 folio 364

Inventory of all and singular the goods and chattels Rights and Credits of
Benjamin Melson late of Worcester County deceased,appraised by us the Sub-
scribers in current money

To wareing at hand of the 	 1 9 0 3# thread, some old Tinware 0 7 0
cow and yearling 	 4 15 0 1 pare fire Tongs,candle
2 cows and calfs 	 4 10 0 	 stand ,1 Cubboard 	 0 8 6
1 stear 8 head of sheep 	 8 0 0 	 1 old chair frame,1 sifter,
2 sows and 10 piggs 	 2 8 0 	 one old Table 	 0 3 4
50# old iron and
	

9#Bacon,l6 head of Geese 	 4 0 9
1 set harrow teeth 	 0 14 4 1 mare & bridle,one old
1 old weeding hoe,' grub- 	 pare of shears 	 7 5 6

ing hoe 	 0 8 0
	

1 set wedges, 1 coat & vest 1 18 4
1 Gunn, 67# pott iron 	 1 8 4 1 hogshead 	 0 5 0
1 set Cart Wheels Boxes, 	 Total 	 55 14 5 11

8 0 Agents John Mitchell and
Moses Floyd
	

4 7 9
0 	 Thomas Adelet
	

0 3 2
6

	

	 Total
	

4 10 11
71/2

0

6

1 spinning wheel 	 0 16 3
9# Sope,old Divinity Books 0 4 0

Appraised by
	

Robert Hopkins
Aug.7,1772
	

Peter Dolbee

Nearest Kin
	

Principal Creditors

Bartholomew Johnson
	

Jos. Gibbons
William Melson 	 Jonathan Boice

• Came Joseph Melson,Executor for Benjamin Melson 7 Aug.1772 -

Burton Harris

1 old chain bolt & clevis 0
1 Bed ,sheet and blanketts

and 1 Bed furniture 	 5 0
1 Bed and 3 old bedsteads 2 7
12 3/4 old pewter 1 10
6 pewter plates & some

wooden ware 0 11
1 forging iron,23 bushels

of corn 2 1
2 old Casks,l old Loom



Maryland Hall of Records

Maryland Inventories Liber 122 folio 171

Inventory of the Goods and Chattles of Peter Gordy late of Worcester
County,deceased, 24th July 1775

1 plow with Frame 	 0 8 0
1 olde Still & broken worm 7 10 0
1 olde Still,Copper 	 0 7 0
6 plows in Frames 	 1 16 0
2 bee hives 	 0 1 7
4 bee hives 	 1 0 0
3 axx chane 	 0 19 0
Grindstone,lumber in olde

house 	 0 7 0
Olde Corn Tub,7 bushel Beans,

bushel Sault 	 0 3 6
Lumber in daray house and

some old yarn 	 0 4 0
Coper ware,l tub,l with cow 0 3 6
1 copper tub 	 0 1 3
11 tubs 	 0 3 8
1 Mom Saddle,l Kerb Bridle 0 8 0
2 saddles 	 0 3 0
5 old work Bridles
1 Weavers Loom and Furniture 1 0 0
1 Bushel Wheat 0 3 9
1 olde Chest and Sault Box 0 1 0
1 Box Iron,2 heaters of sheep

skin 	 0 3 9
1 Barkitts,14klbs wool 	 0 10 8
1 hammer,olde Yoke Iron 	 0 1 6
Box Cobblers tools,1 cut saw 1 1 0
1 hand saw 	 0 2 0
3 Broad hoes 	 0 9 0
2 Grubing hoes,8 olde Broad

hoes 	 0 10 0

	

1 4 	 1 Cow be11,2 small bells 	 0 4 0
17 71/2 1 Grubing hoe,8 olde Casks 	 0 8 0
10 6 1 olde Cyder Mill 	 0 6 0

	

5 6 	 435 lbs Bacon 	 7 5 0
10 0 Some Bear meat 	 0 1 6
15 0 1 large puter dish,3 bushels

0 2 0 	 Sault 	 0 13 2

	

6 0 	 1 Looking glass,l peper box,

	

050 	 tin cup 	 044
0 14 0 52 lbs good pewter 	 3 13 0

	

0 7 4 	 36 lbs olde puter,k paint pot 1 18 0

	

0 2 8 	 2 cut Saw files,2 Stem glasses,
0 10 0 	 Sault Celler 	 0 1 4

1 olde Chizel,3 raw Cowhides 1 4 6
0 12 0 2 pine Benches,handfull of

	

0 1 0 	 flax
0 18 0 1 pair Iron Spanels

1 Mare sorrel roan 	 13 0 0
1 Black Horse 	 20 0 0
1 olde Black Horse 	 2 0 0
5 cows and calves 	 10 12 6
1 3 year olde Bull,l 2 year

olde Bull 	 2 10 0
1 small Stear yearling 	 0 15 0
2 likely heiffers 	 2 8 0
4 sheep 	 0 10 0
1 Negro man named Major,

34 years Segesa 	 36 0 0
1 Negro woman named Patience

aged 19 years 	 40 0 0
1 Negro child named Leah 	 7 0 0
4 hoggs well grown 	 2 0 0
20 smaller hoggs 	 6 0 0
9 shoats,7 piggs 	 1 17 6
1 Straner,l Pitch Fork 	 0 1 10
some old platters & tools 	 0 1 4
24 Barrels Corn 	 12 0 0
1 olde Razor,2 Barrels of

Nuban Corn 	 0 5 0
1 pair olde Steelyards 	 0 6 0
1 olde Case with 8 Bottles 	 0 6 4
a small parcel of Tobacco 	 0 2 0
2 sides and Remnants Leather 	 0 18 0
1301bs Soap 	 2 3 4
10 3/41bs steel in small bars 	 0 5 41/2
4 Carpenter Augors 	 0 1 8
3 olde brandy Casks 	 0 5 0
Olde Barrel with Sault,horn

with powder 	 0
361bs olde Iron 	 0
2 Lining Wheels 	 0
1 Lining Wheel, 1 Woolen Wheel 0
1 Harrow with Gear 	 0
1 Harrow,l pair Iron Braces 	 0
1 old frying pan with Iron ladle
3 Iron wedges 	 0
2 flax brakes
2 good narrow axes,4 others
2 Broad axes 4 old ones
2 adds
15 olde Cyder Casks
Some flax in the straw,l olde

Coat
parcel of old pine boards
2 olde horse Carts

0 0 9
0 10



Inventory of the Estate of Peter Gordy(continued)

2 Sows,16 shoats 3 0 0 3 pcs.Earthen ware 	 0 1 0
1 Meal Bag, 2 wallets 0 2 6 15 Contra Leather Shoes 	 4 6 3
2 old Meal Sifters 0 1 0 1 pineTable,shirt & trousers 0 6 0
1 Iron pott 0 6 0 3 Contra Lining Shirts,82 yds
1 skillet 0 1 9 Lining 	 1 16 5
1 Large Iron Pot 0 2 4 3 Check Shirts,3 pair Trousers 2 2 0
1' 0 9 0 2 pair Trousers,Vest with
1 	 ' 0 12 0 Sleeves 	 0 6 6
1 	 ' 	 ',20 lbs hog fat 0 19 2 1 Vest,1 Contra vest,2 with

9 61 fatt tub,50 lbs hog fatt 1 1 6 Sleeves 	0
lk lbs Suger 0 1 	 31/2 1 Great Coat,l Small Coat,Vest
lb powder, 1 lb logwood 0 1 10 and Silk Cap 	 0 5 6

13k lbs Tallow,small Bagg 2 Piggins,old felt hat 	 0 7 6
with cotton 0 7 3 81/2 yds Contra Lining 	 0 17 0

1 Table Cloth,parcel of flax 0 17 6 41/2 yds toe & tear Lining,16k
parcel of Trenchers,6 pcs yds Stript 	 2 4 7k

olde Iron 0 2 6 20 yds toe & tear Lining 	 1 10 0
small parcel 0 1 2 2 pair old Leather Brithces 	 0 5 0
Carpenters Fro,Knives & forks 0 2 6 2 lbs Clean Cotton,2 lbs
a few Trifells in Trunk,olde Cotton thread 	 0 13 6

Leather 0 3 0 1 3/4 lbs yarn,4k lbs flax 	 0 8 0
1 hand Mill,old parcel flax 1 1 0 11/4 lbs Cotton cloth, k yd
1 pine Cubbard with leggs 0 15 0 Cambrick,3/4 yds same 	 0 9 0
1 puter Still worm,copper 3 ozs Indigo,6 sitting chairs 0 15 0

Still Cap 1 16 0 5 olde chairs,l large chest,
1 sheep skin, 4 ink bottles 0 3 0 one small chest 	 0 8 6
1 sheep share,l pair Woolen

Cards 0 3 0
1 olde Leather Trunk,l sheet,

Logwood & Razor 	 0 10 3
1 pair wool cards, 1 flax 1 womans saddle,l bedstead 	 1 13 9

Hackle 0 2 0 1 Bed No. 1 with Furniture,
1 Prayer book,olde Testament, 1 bedstead 	 6 4 6

Taylors shares 0 2 6 1 Bed No.2 with Furniture 	 6 10 6
2 large Milk pans,1 fat pot,

1 Jugg 0 3 8
1 Bed No.3 with Furniture 	 6
Crop on hand clean of Expense 9

6 3
12 0

Some top Fother,Combe Table 3 half worn Bridles 1 small
Cloth 0 2 0 hatchett 	 0 2 0

1 Gear Bench 0 1 0 1 old Fire Lock 	 1 0 0
Cash in sound Currency 95 13 0
Reduction of 1/5th 	 19 2 71/2
Cash in Current Money 	 76 16 41/2

Total

List of Desparate Debtors due to the aforesaid deceased

344 6 2k

Thomas Figs 	 0 5 6
Samuel Hall 	 0 13 71/2
John Williams Jr 1 0 0
Sarah Hall 	 0 1 6
Daniel Elliott 0 0 9

• Solomon Hastings 0 7 6

Peter Hall 	 0 8 9
Job Serman Jr. 0 0 9
Edward Ellis 0 3 0
William Serman 0 1 6
Peter Callaway 0 17 4
Noble Crapper 0 14 4

Total Pounds

James Methern 0 13 6
Job Serman Sr. 0 2 6
John Parker 	 0 3 0
Peter Gordy 	 0 13 9
John Spear 	 0 3 0

3/4
8 2 1 3/4



• Inventory of the Estate of Peter Gordy(Continued)

Appraisers

Edmund Northern Nelms
George Parsons Junr.

Nearest Kin 	 Greatest Creditors

John Gordy 	 Joseph Dashiell
Moses Gordy 	 Moses Gordy

Oct.25th.1775

Came Peter Gordy,Executor of Peter Gordy late of Worcester County
deceased and made oath - -

Certified 	 BENTON HARRIS Dpty Comm.

•



4 bushels flax seed
23/4 bushel pees
1 tub,bushel & bucket
1 Rawhide
2 pair Iron traces
1 pair rope traces
2 short chains,2 iron ones
2 old swingle trees & Staples
1 wooling wheel
5 old slays,) pair geers
4 bee hives
2 saddles
2 bridles
1 bridle bitt
1 Iron plate saw
1 Iron square
1 pair sheep shears
40 lbs Iron
1 pair Stillards
1 broad ax,l bell
1 broad ax,2 gunns
1 Iron Ramer,) Jointer
1 currying Comb,10 adds
1 bolt and Clevis
2 Iron basins
1 looking glass
1 Iron shovel,6 old books
1 Iron shovel,) candle stick

and snuffers
3 stone Jugs
1 Chaffing Dish
1 flat iron,3 flesh hooks
1 old box Iron,) heater
1 pewter tea Pott
1 quart Pott
Case knifes and forks
2 pair old shears
1 Earthern pot
2 cases
1 fro,5 axes
2 old axes
2 older axes
8 lbs hackled flax
13 lbs shucked flax
4 lbs toe thread
1 3/4 lbs toe thread
T. lb spun Cotton
2k lbs yarn
1 pair fire tongs

1 0 0
0 11 0
0 3 9
0 12 6
1 0 0
0 3 9
0 10 0
0 1 0

0 4 0
0 8 3
2 18 8
1 6 6
0 6 6
0 3 9
0 5 0
0 2 6
0 2 0
0 13 5
0 10 0
0 9 0
1 13 0
0 2 0
0 6 6
0 3 0
0 4 0
0 4 0
0 6 6

0 3 6
0 3 3
0 4 6
0 4 0
0 2 0
0 2 6
0 2 0
0 3 9
0 1 0
0 2 0
1 1 4
1 3 9
0 5 0
0 2 6
0 12 9
0 12 9
0 6 0
0 2 4
0 4 2
0 7 6

Maryland Hall of Records

Worcester County Imventories Microfilm WK665,pages 360-365

The Inventory of the Estate of Peter Gordy of Worcester County,Maryland
taken this 25th day of March 1788.

•

Negro named Hannah,aged 37 30 0 0
Negro names Casea,aged 17 45 0 0
Negro named George,aged 12 20 0 0
Negro named Jesse,aged 1 	 8 0 0
Negro named Robert,aged 25 50 0 0
Negro named Israel,aged 19 50 0 0
Negro named Lugga,aged 14 25 0 0
1 covering horse 22 10 0
1 black mare 12 0 0
1 Soril mare 8 0 0
1 Brown horse 13 0 0
1 yearling colt 3 0 0
1 Still,tub,and Worm 15 0 0
4 Ewes and lambs 2 0 0
2 large sheep 0 16 8
7 other sheep 2 12 6
1 yoak of oxen 10 0 0
1 pide Cow and calf 12 15 0
1 Red cow & yearling 3 0 0
1 black cor & yearling 2 15 0
1 bull 4 0 0
1 red heiffer,l black one 	 4 0 0
1 carte and chain 5 0 0
1 plantation cart 2 15 0
1 grindstone,) crosscut saw 1 10 0
some old brass 0 1 3
some shoemaker's tools 0 8 4
3 harrow teeth 0 7 6
3 	 " 	 ",1 coopers adze 	 0 2 6
1 bale for well bucket 0 1 6
3 grubbing hoes 0 13 6
1 pair Iron Sopanuls 0 5 0
1 old drawing knife 0 0 9
3 pld plows,3 colters 0 8 6
1 pair Rope traces 0 1 6
1 	 " 	 " 	 " with hooks 	 0 2 0
1 Inch Augar 0 2 6
3 old chisels 0 2 3
some old leather 1 5 0
some upper leather 0 3 0
2 fatt tubs,) powdering tub 0 11 0
1 anker,2 warping bars 0 4 0
13 casks 3 12 9
3 old casks,2 barrils 0 10 0
4 hogsheads 0 15 0
some old Iron 0 7 6
3 harrows 1 1 4
4 plows 1 8 8
2 old Riddles 0 1 6



Inventory of the Estate of Peter Gordy,25 March 1788 (continued)
12-18

1 6 1 bed,bedstead,furniture 	 4 	 0 0
2 0 "	

11 	 3 	 18 0
1 10 1 	 " 	 91 	 3 	 1 8
2 6 1 	 " 	 3 	 10 0
6 0 1 spotted sow & pigs 	 1 	 15 0
5 0 1 white sow & pigs 	 1 	 10 0
5 6 1 red sow,25 shoats 	 11 	 0 0
5 8 1 stack wheat in straw 	 0 	 15 0

1 old hat,l pair shoes 	 0 	 2 6
5 bushels beans 	 1 	 5 0

7 3 4 stacks father 	 1 	 13 4
1 6 4 stacks father 	 2 	 5 0
0 6 96 lbs hog lard 	 2 	 0 0
0 6 1 hone & Raisor 	 0 	 4 0
0 8 spoon mold,5 old files 	 0 	 6 0
1 6 1 pair old Compasses 	 0 	 6 0
2 6 49 lbs pork 	 0 	 19 3
4 7 1280 lbs green bacon 	 21 	 6 8
0 6 2 Iron wedges 	 0 	 8 8
1 8 8 pices of tile ware 	 0 	 6 0
1 6 1 Earthern Chamber Pott 	 0 	 1 0
0 6 4 old Shears 	 0 	 10 0
1 5 40 barrels Indian Corn 	 22 	 10 0
0 8 8 bushels Indian Corn 	 0 	 18 0
6 0 21/2 bushels nubbins 	 0 	 4 1
2 6 1 sifter 	 0 	 1 6
2. 0 1 old ox yoake 	 0 	 2 0
2 3 half bushel of Sault 	 0 	 1 6
8 1 50 feet of plank 	 1 	 19 6

13 9 1 bag 	 0 	 2 6
17 6 3 bushels Potatoes 	 0 	 12 0
18 6 1 pine table 	 0 	 3 0
9 7 1 pot weighing 51 lbs 	 0 	 8 6
1 0 1 	 " 	 63 	 " 	 1 	 1 0
2 0 1 	 " 	 324 	 0 	 10 9
3 9 1 	 "	 " 	 21k " 	 0 	 7 1
3 9 1 	 " 	 " 	 13 	 " 	 0 	 4 4
2 6 2 broken pots,l frying pan 0 10 6

11 3 Cash in house 	 5 	 18 3k
2 0 3k lbs yarn,8 3/4 lbs toe 0 	 15 7
2 6 1 pair Spectacles 	 0 	 2 0
8 4 330 feet plank 	 0 	 19 6
4 0
3 0 Total 	 499 	 10 0

10 0
18 0 Next of kin 	 Nathan Gordy
15 0 John Gordy
0 0
7 6 Creditors 	 Robert Smyly
1 6 Peterson Taylor

11 8
11 8 Appraisers 	 Boaz Walston
11 0 John Hall

1 lb wool 	 0
4 lbs cotton in the seed 	 0
3/4 lb picked cotton 	 0
3/4 lb spun cotton 	 0
2 lbs toe thread 	 0
3 cuts of yard,1 old trunk 0
1 slate,3 old hoes 	 0
5 hoes,1 delpht bowl 	 0
1 cruit,l tumbler glass,

1 shugar dish,delpht bowl
and tea ware 	 0

1 button boat 	 0
1 Earthen pitcher 	 0
1 Sault Seler 	 0
2 white cups,cracked 	 0
5 delpht plates 	 0
6 plates queens china 	 0
11 stone plates 	 0
1 peper box 	 0
5 Junk bottles 	 0
1 brass lock 	 0
2 small cups & gill pott 	 0
5 snuff bottles 	 0
4 phials 	 0
1 pair shoes,leather & buckle 0
1 pair wool cards
	

0
2 old cards,l funnell
	

0
2 Earthen pans 	 0
1 chest & small trunk
	

0
1 hackel,l old desk
	

1
8 3/4 lbs good pewter 	 0
2 3/4 lbs middling pewter 1
llk lbs old pewter
	

0
1 pair candle molds
	

0
31/2 lbs tallow 	 0
some dirty fatt
	

0
1 honey pott
	

0
1 cotton gin
	

0
21/2 gals honey
	

0
1 Runlet
	

0
2 lining wheels
	

1
2 old lining wheels
	

0
2 old ox chains
	

0
3 bridles 	 0
2 chains in chimney 	 0
1 hat,l great coat
	

0
1 pair leather britches 	 0
other wearing apperal
	

1
3 table cloths
	

0
2 towels 	 0
7 yards Cloath
	

0
5 yards lining
	

0
53 lbs Tobacco
	

0

On 1st day of July 1788,then came Elinor Gordy and William Gordy ----
Before John Wise Registrar.



Maryland Hall of Records

• Worcester County Inventories,Microfilm WK665,page 447-448

Inventory of the Estate of Elinor Gordy,appraised 24th.day of Nov.1788

45 0 0 5 hogs,l sow & pigs 	 5 	 18 4
20 0 0 4 shoats,l pair buckels 1 12 6
14 0 0 6 father stacks 2 	 11 0
9 10 0 9 3 	 4 6
0 17 0 1 chest,22 lbs wool 1 	 10 4

11 0 0 flax in the straw 5 	 0 0
0 12 6 6 lbs Toe thread 0 	 10 0
1 18 0 lk lbs tear thread,
0 12 0 3 lbs yarn 0 	 13 6
0 8 0 4 lbs Cotton in the
1 12 0 seed 0 	 2 0
1 5 6 cash in house 1 	 7 0
0 2 0 384 bushels corn 28 	 16 0
0 3 9 87 gals.Brandy 10 	 17 6
1 7 9 150 gals Cyder 1 	 16 6
0 2 0 43/4 lbs flax seed 0 	 14 0
0 8 0 2 sides leather 1 	 0 0

Negro man Casea,age 18
Negro man George,age 13
1 Still,tub & Worm
1 yoke oxen
1 chain,' ox,l grubbing hoe
1 Black mare
3 Hoes,2 Harrows
1 case Bottals,1 gun
1 Chaffing Dish,l frying pan
1 chest & trunk
2 plows,l pot
1 saddle,2 chains
Bolt and Clevis
Knives and forks
2 barrels,8 casks
1 anker,l small pitcher
1 pair fire tongs and shovel• Wearing apperal
	

8
1 Womans saddle
	

2
2 old Spectacles
	

0
2k lbs red wood
	

0
some bed furniture
	

1
some feathers
	

0
12 lbs Iron,geer bench 0
23 bushels beans 0
1 bushel Pees 0
1 old Book 0

Total 270

0 0
0 0
0 6
1 3

11 0
5 0
5 3

10 0
4 0
1 0
'6 0

Mearest of Kin
	

Creditors
	

Appraisers
Daniel Melson
	

John Gordy
	

Boaz Walston
Sary King
	

Nathan Gordy
	

John Hall

25th March 1789 came William Gordy administrator

Before John Wise, Registrar

(Note-- I believe the clerk who copied this from the original Worcester
County files inadvertently exchanged the names for Nearest of Kin and
Creditors. John and Nathan Gordy should have been shown as Nearest of
Kin,while Daniel Melson and Sary King should have been Creditors.)•



Maryland Hall of Records 	 12-20

Dorchester County Inventories Liber 33 B folio 111• 	 An Inventory of the Goods Chattles of James Cannon Late of Dorchester County
to 22 Cows and calves

3 heifers and calves
5 cows
6 Calves
3 Broak Geldings
Mare and Colt
horse

19 5 6 	 parcel Carpenter tools 	 1 2 0
4 10 0 11 hoes 	 166
7 15 0 1 good Square 	 1 16 0
1 16 0 6 axes,3 hatchets 	 0 13 6
2 15 0 13 lbs nails 	 0 5 6
0 15 0 50 halfe corvine nails 	 0 1 6
050 	 1 old chest 	 080

3 Ewes & Lambs 1 4 0 	 1 Mans Saddle with furniture 0 14 0
11 Sheep 3 6 0 	 1 Raccoon 'mach'? 	 0 4 0
3 Sows and 20 Shoats 3 18 0 	 2 pair Stilards 	 0 7 6
3 barrows and 1 Boar 1 10 1 	 2 chests 	 0 8 0
3 good gunns 2 14 0 	 3 old Boxes 	 050
24 Sider barrels 1 10 0 	 1 small Brass Compass 	 0 1 6
10 pails 1 10 6 	 parcel of Trumpery 	 0 2 6
5 pigons 0 7 6 	 1 small Looking Glass 	 0 1 6
parcel of wooden ware 0 10 0 	 parcel of old books 	 0 12 0
43 glass bottles 0 4 4 	 9 Buck skins 	 2 0 0
3 good horse bells 0 19 6 	 7 Doe skins 	 0 17 0
1 old feather bed & furniture 2 16 6 1 large Chest,1 smallchest 0 12 0
1 feather bed & bedstead 	 4 12 0 	 6 yds halfe thick 	 0 7 6
1 	 , 	 , 	 ' 	 5 5 0 	 4 yds Dimity 	 0 3 4
1 	 ' 	 , 	 1 	 , 	 3 13 0 	 21/2 yds Broad Cloth 	 0 18 9
1 	 ' 	 , 	 , 	 , 	 5 0 0 	 411 yds Kersey 	 0 15 3
1 mighty old feather bed & 	 21/2 yds Kersey 	 0 7 9

bedstead 	 1 16 0 	 8k yds Serge 	 1 5 6
1 chest 	 0 7 0 	 10k yds halfe thick 	 0 18 4
1' 	 & 1 small box 	 0 3 6 	 8 yds Serge 	 1 5 6
10 blankets 	 1 9 6 	 6 3/4 yds Druggett 	 0 19 9
2 old gunns 	 0 4 6 	 6 old Coat Buttons 	 0 1 6
1 old feather bed & furniture 2 0 0 	 6 doz coat buttons 	 0 0 16
3 Linen wheels,2 woolenwheels 1 12 6 4 hanks Mohair 	 0 1 0
4 Iron potts 	 1 8 6 	 9 old Mens Coats 	 3 10 0
27 lbs Brass 	 1 2 6 	 1 Draper Table Cloth and
1 dipping & 2 frying 	 0 8 0	 6 Linen napkins 	 0 9 0
2 sets Fire Tongs & Gridiron 0 4 6 	 lsmall Coat,3 pair Britches 1 13 0
parcell of old potts 	 0 10 10 3 yds Callicoe 	 0 1 8
3 large Sprits 	 0 3 6 	 1 knife and fork 	 0 1 6
1 Smoothing Iron & 2 heaters 0 3 0 	 2 old Caster hatts 	 0 12 0
43 lbs pewter 1 15 0 	 3 Bed blankets 	 0 18 0
25 lbs hollow pewter 1 11 6 	 10 sides tanned Leathers &
21/2 Doz pewter spoons 0 8 0 	 Lard Case 	 2 7 6
4 oaken spoons
parcel old Tinn

0 1 0 	 1 pair Sheep Sheers 	 0 1 0
0 8 6 	 2 Sifters 	 0 1 6

1 old Couch 0 5 0 	 32 Cutts of Sipress 	 3 4 0
12 old Chairs
parcel Shoe Makers tools

0 14 6 	 1 hand mill 	 1 10 0
076 	 1 plow & harrow 	 100

2 Square Tables 0 10 0 	 1 old Tennat Saw,l whip 	 0 3 6
1 good Square Table 1 2 0 	 2 Grindstones 	 0 3 0

•



• Inventory of the goods chattels of James Cannon Late of Dorchester County(cont)

1 pair Spurs 0 0 6
15 lbs old Iron 0 1 0
6 empty Casks 2 16 6
pair Wool Cards & toe 0 2 3
30 lbs wool 0 15 0
7590 lbs Tobacco 30 7 1
7 pairs mens and womens shoes 1 1 0
2 lbs powder, 6 lbs shott 0 4 6
2 cannos 1 10 0
100 feet 1 inch Pine Planks 0 6 0
1 good hackle 0 5 0
10 yds Country linen 1 1 0
1 new Bagg 0 3 0
1 pair Spectacles 0 0 9
5 old rundels 0 10 0
Parcel old Casks 1 0 0
Parcel good horse harness 0 9 0
3 files,pott iron,20 dogs 0 6 6
3 steers, one Bull 5 0 0

Total 206 10 4

Appraised by

Kindred

June 11,1712

Livon Hicks
Charles Nutter

John Watson
John Cannon

•



•

•

Maryland Hall of Records

Inventories Liber 2 folio 150

Inventory of the Estate of James Cannon deceased of
appraised May 6th 1719

2 cows and calves,l cow and Bull
1 	 2 yr old Stear, 1 	 3 yr old Bull
2 Sows and 11 piggs,l6 Shoats
6 old sheep,3 lambs, 2 old bedsteads

Dorchester County,

5 2 0
8 14 0
1 16 0
1 16 0

2 old small feather beds,4 old Blanketts 3 0 0
1 old ahnd mil1,30 lbs woos 1 5 5
30 lbs Flax,2 Iron potts,1 broken pott 1 2 0
142 Gal. Sider,l4 Cider Casks 4 0 6
1 Kersey Coat,one old'Vest,3 old Bowles,l Piggin 0 16 0
1 old Vest,2 old Spinning wgheels & old felt hat 0 7 6
1 old plow,' old table,2 old chairs 0 13 6
1 old Gunn,6 old hoes,l copper ads,l box Irons 0 12 6
1 old frying pan,4 Glass Bottles,1 old set Cart

Wheels 0 3 6
2 Iron wedges,l pair pinchers, 1 tinn pott 0 4 6
4 old Tubbs, 11 pewter spoons,1 old Testament 0 3 6
2 heaters,l old horse,1 bridle 3 10 0
3 harrow teeth, 2 old hides,l calf skin,

one pair Traces 0 6 6
1240 lbs Tobacco @ 12/6 per Hundred 7 15 0
Cash from William Deave 0 11 6
Cash from John Stafford 0 7 6

Total 35 11 6
Appraisers

Jno Robson
Morgan Adams

We the subscribers two of the Creditors and two of the next of kin doe
certifie that we were proved at the appraisal.

6 May 1719

Jno Rumbly
Jno Willy
John Dehineyosser

This James Cannon was not the James Canon,the father of the John Cannon,
whose son,Elijah Cannon,was the father of Lovey Cannon,who married Daniel
Melson II.There was another Cannon family with tracts near today's Laurel,
DE.This Cannon appears to have been of that line.•



MARYLAND HALL OF RECORDS

• Somerset County Inventory Liber 84 Folio 337

'An Inventory of all and singular the goods and Chattels rights and credits
of Joshua Jackson of Somerset County dec'd taken and appraised in Current
Money of Maryland by us the subscribers this 12th day of April 1764

negro woman called Bony 42 yrs 	 1 hone,l shew knife,4 old ells 0 0 0
old 	 40 0 0 11/2 doz fish hooks,l hackle 	 0 4 0
negro girl called Thiry 	 45 0 0 To Cash 	 1 2 1
negro boy called Tito 12 yrs 	 1 hand saw,' Carpenter adze 	 0 8 0
old 	 40 0 0 2 augurs,4 chisels,' guage 	 0 6 6
negro boy called Robin 9 yrs 	 2 drawing knifes,l old frow 	 0 4 0
old 	 35 0 0 1 Jointer,3 old planes,' square 0 3 8
negro boy called Jacob 6 yrs 	 1 old Gun," old rule,l pr Com- 0 14 0
old 	 30 0 0 pass 	 0 14 0

1 handle stick,5 old knives
8 0 0 	 7 old forks 	 0 1 6
6 5 0 1 old table,' gridiron 	 0 4 0
1 15 0 37 lbs old iron,1 pair Fire
3 10 0 	 Tongs 	 0 16 0
0 8 4 5 lbs Flax,51/2 lbs Toe 	 0 11 2
4 0 0 lk lb Cotton,l5 hooks & lines 0 10 0
1 5 0 2 qt bottles, 1 old mens sadle
1 6 6 	 & bridle 	 0 3 6
1 11 0 1 loom,4 geers,3 Slayes 	 1 12 0
0 16 0 a parcel of hand leather 	 0 12 6
1 0 1 2 bushells beans,4 hammers 	 0 2 6
0 5 6 2 old Linnon wheels,l old box 0 13 0
2 16 6 2 stick baskets,1 old grindstone 0 2 0
3 1 6 1 Collar,hames & traces,4 old
1 15 0 	 axes 	 0 11 0
0 2 0 4 bushell peese,3 raw hides 	 1 4 6

6 bushell Corn 	 0 11 0
1 9 6 2 pair Oyster tongs 	 0 3 0

1 plough frame,l harrow 	 0 1 9
0 4 0 3 weeding hoes,2 grubbing hoes 0 14 0
0 7 2 2 small wedges,' warping box &

1 fifty gallon Cask,5 thirtys 1 0 0 	 cart 	 0 5 0
5 old Casks with one head 	 0 6 0 1 Looking glass,l old box iron 0 2 6
9 old Chests,2 trenchers 	 0 2 8 1 rasor,2 bushells of corn 	 0 4 1
1 small runlet,l3 gal runlet 0 4 0 24 lb bacon 	 6 3 0
1 old tub,2 old pales 	 0 3 0 1 old blanket,' old bed
1 set tea ware,5 earthen plates 0 7 0 	 tick 	 0 6 6
2 old trayes,2 dram glasses 	 0 2 6 9 sheets of paper,l pair 	 0 1 5
1 old Sifter,2 old boxes 	 0 1 10 	 old shears 	 0 1 5
16 lb fat, 4 lb sope 	 0 9 0 1 old Canoe,2 gallons Mol-
a parcel of old books 	 0 10 6 	 asses 	 0 6 3
6 old Shears 	 0 4 6 2 lb Sugar, 1 old bag 	 0 1 6
a parcel of wering clothes 	 0 4 18 3/4 lb powder,2 lb Shott 	 0 2 2
2 pair shears,2 pair netting 	 1 old pocket book 	 0 0 6

needles 	 0 0 2 1 pair knippers 	 0 0 4
2 old hats,2 old chests 	 0 16 6 1 11 lb Coffe 	 0 1 3

negro child called Betty
8 mos old
1 cow and yearling
2 steers 2 yrs old
2 cows and calf
1 yearling
1 small mare 9 yrs old
3ewes and lambs

• 1 sow and 11 pigs
1 sow and 7 shoats
3 year old hogs
13 lb old pott iron
2 frying pans
1 feather bed & furniture
1 feather bed & furniture
1 old hand mill
2 bedstead & cords
11 lb old pewter,l2 lb good

pewter
6 nettle spoons,4 earthen

plates
A parcel of Earthen ware



Somerset County Inventory of the Estate of Joshua Jackson(Cont)

•
0 3 6
3 3 0
2 1 8
1 19 2
2 7 7
0 2 10

271 15 lk
0 9 2

Some unbroke flax
18 bushels Potatoes
25 bushels of Corn on farm of Samuel Jackson
To a debt due from Samuel Jackson
To a debt due from John Donoho
To a debt due from Wm.Longrell

Total
To a desparate debt due from Levin Conorey

Nearest Kin
	

Creditors
	

Appraisers
Isaac Atkinson
	

George Cather
	

Thomas Dashiell
Samuel Jackson
	

Thomas Dean
	

Dowty Collier 

on the 6th. day of Aug.1764 came Sarah Jackson
and

Executrix of Joshua Jackson

•   

Thos.Holbrook,Dpty Cmsr'

•



•
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MARYLAND HALL OF RECORDS

Somerset County Inventories Liber 7 Folio 342

A True Inventory of all & Singular ye Goods and Chattels of James Atkinson
Dec'd Shown to us whose names are underwritten appraisers for that purpose.
Appointed and Sworn this 28th.Day of March 1722

sheep 6
lambs 2

working horses 10
1 too year old Mair 	 2 0 0 1 pair Stillards
1 Bed & Bolster,2 pillows 	 2 10 0 2 Iron Spitts
1 Bedstead,cords,matress,1 rugg 	 1 hand saw

2 blankets 	 1 6 0 1 very old sadle
1 Bed Bolster,rug,l pr blankets 1 1 0 1 pr Coopers adzes
1 feather bed 	 1 16 0 pair Sheep Shears,1 small
1 feather bed,bolster,pillow 3 	 0 0 	 looking glass
1 Rug,pair blankets
	

1 0 0 3 frying pans
5 New sheets,7 sheets 	 1 15 0 3 qt.Muggs
11 pair sheets
	

1 4 0 1 Large Table,' small one
31/2 yds Scotch Cloath
	

0 	 7 0 6 pillow cases,8 napkins
31/2 yds Lancaster Linnen 	 0 	 8 lk 1 pair Cart Wheels
41/2 yds White fustian 	 0 	 6 7 1 plow share & Colter
12 yds Coarse Dowles
	

1 4 0 3 harrow teeth
6 lb new pewter
	

4 10 0 1 old Cupboard
30 old pewter
	

1 	 2 6 2 sifters
2 bele skillets
	

1 	 6 10k 12 bushels Salt
1 hand Mill & stones 	 2 0 0 7 cows
2 very old bedsteads 	 0 5 0 1 six year old stear
1 Large Table & frame 	 1 5 0 2 4 yr old Stears
1 Fine Chest
	

0 12 0 3 three year old Stears,
5 new flagg Chairs 	 0 12 6 	 1 too year old heifer 3 0 0
5 Iron Potts & pott hookes 	 2 17 4 4 yearlings 	 2 0 0
1 coarse hackle 	 0 5 0 2 Iron Candle Sticks 	 0 1 6
1 box Irin heaters 	 0 2 6 1 old linen Wheele 	 0 5 0
1 old warming pan 	 0 8 0 5 Roap hookes 	 0 1 8
1 Cross Cut Saw
	

0 12 0 1 Stone mugg,cracked,l potte 0 4 3
Total 	 97 13 8

Do approve this Inventory

William Giles

Nearest Kin 	 No Creditors

24
12
2

0 0 2 Stone 2 gal Juggs,6 pony
8 0 	 juggs
0 0 1 cow be1,1 horse bel

0 	 6 6
0 12 0
0 	 6 0
0 	 8 0
0 4 6
0 	 3 0
0 	 5 0

0 	 3 0
0 	 3 0
0 	 1 6
0 10 0
0 13 0
1 15 0
0 10 0
0 6 0
0 10 0
0 2 6
1 10 0
10 10 6
1 15 0
2 10 0

• Jno Atkinson
Isaac Atkinson
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Genealogies are never completed.The moment they are printed,addition-
al important information becomes available rendering them obsolete.To
keep them as complete and accurate as possible,constant revising is im-
portant.

This 1994 edition of the Melsons and their associated families pro-
vided all the information available to the author when prepared.Subsequent
information of major importance cannot be denied publication.In lieu of
attempting to prepare a new revision everytime such information becomes
available,Chapter Thirteen will provide an avenue by which this new in-
formation will be made available.Chronological and specific subject chap-
ters will not be used,new data will be added as soon as it becomes avail-
able.This Chapter will have its own index to eliminate massive revisions.

•

•
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John W.Prather,Jr.in 1987 published a study entitled "PRATERS IN WILT-
SHIRE,1480-1670,Volume 1." In this volume,he traced the Prater family from
its first identifiable member through the Seventeenth Century.A John Prater
was born c1492 apparently in Oxfordshire,England.He married an Elene,born
c1493 in c1515.Elene's will written in Latin was filed for probate 30
Aug.1557.John and Elene Prater had three children,George,John and Jone.
The date of John's death is not known.

George,the older son of John and Elene,was born c1516,in Wiltshire,
England,he died before 15 Jan,1564,when Letters of Administraion for his
Estate were awarded his wife.George married c1539,Jane Plott,a daughter
of Richard Plott of Blewberye,Berkshire,England.She died after 17 Jan.1578,
this was the date she wrote her will.Their children were:Richard,Anthony,
George Jr,,John,Dorothy,Nicholas,Bartholomew,Alis,Margaret,and Elinor.

Anthony Prater,was the second son of George and Jane Prater.He was
born c1745 at Latton Manor,Wiltshire,England.In c1566,he married Judith
Ivye,date of birth not known,died 5 Feb.1578/9.Their children were Thomas,
William,Elizabeth,Fernandino,George and Thomas.The first Thomas died as
a baby,and their fifth and youngest son was given the same name.Anthony and
Judith lived in Wiltshire.

The youngest son of Anthony and Judith,was Thomas.He was born c1578.
He married Margaret Quintyne.She was a daughter of Henry and Alice Quin-
tyne.When her father,Henry died 12 April 1625,he was buried in St.Marys
Church,Marlboro,Wiltshire.His wife Alice was also buried there 2 Nov.1628.

Thomas Prater and his brother,William Prater had been bequeathed pro-
perty called Staunton Bernard.On 2 Nov 1601,the brothers sold this to
Thomas's father-in-law,Henry Quintyne of Cortonne,Wiltshire.Records indicate
this was the last tract of land left to the Prater brothers.As far as known,
Thomas and Margaret Quintyne Prater has two sons: Thomas and Richard.

John W.Prather,Jr's Volume II is entitled "PRATER,PRATHER,PRATOR,PRAY-
TOR IN AMERICA,1620-1800".It was printed in 1994.In Volume II,John W.
Prather continues with the family history.

Thomas Prather,the son of Thomas and Margaret Quintyne Prater,was
born c1606 in Wiltshire,England.He was baptized at St.Marys Church,Marl-
boro,Wiltshire 26 Dec.1606 and his name was inscribed on the Parish Ros-
er as a son of Thomas Prater,Gent.and Margaret,his wife.

Apparently in an attempt to help restore the family finances,Thomas
Jr.sailed for Elizabeth Cittie,Virginia aboard MARIE PROVIDENCE in 1622
with his passage paid by John Powell.Thomas Jr,at 17 years of age,as he
was not a Laborer or skilled craftsman,his period of service would have
been for five years.At the expiration of his period of service to John
Powell,he regained his freedom and received the customary grant of 50 ac-
res of land.

Earlier,in a Muster of all inhabitants of Virginia ordered by King
James I conducted between 20 Jan 1624/5 and 7 Feb.1624/5,Thomas was listed
under John Powell's name.On the Muster his name was written as "Peatar"
on page 246,and as "Pratter" in the Index.Powell reported he owned 100
acres of land in his name and 50 acres of land in the name of Thomas Practer
or Proctor which he'd bought from Capt.Richard Sheppard,who'd come over
in MARIE PROVIDENCE in 1623.

Once released from service,Thomas was married by c1629.The name of
his wife is not known,but believed to have been Mary
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Thomas and Mary(?) had these children:Jonathan,William,Thomas and
John. It is not known when Thomas died.

Jonathan Prather,the presumed oldest child of Thomas and Mary(?)
Prater,was born c1631,most likely at Elizabeth City,VA.In c1658 married
Jane 	 .Her surname might have been McKay.Jonathan and his family
were transported into Calvert County,Maryland by a George Mead.They re-
mained there the rest of their lives.Their children were: Jonathan Jr.,
Jane,George,William,Thomas and John.Jonathan died shortly before 7 Aug.
1680,which was the day his wife,Jane,was granted Letters of Administration
for his estate.After his death,Jane married c1682,John Smith,a Scottish
plantation owner.They lived in Princes Georges County,along the Patuxent
River.They had no issue.

Col.Thomas Prather SR,the fourth oldest son of Jonathan and Jane Prather,
was born in Calvert County,MD c1677.In c1698,he married in Prince Georges
County,MD,Martha Sprigg,a daughter of Thomas Sprigg SR and Eleanor Nuthall.
Martha was born c1677 in Calvert County,MD.Thomas Sprigg was a substantial
plantation.In his will(Prince Georges County Wills Liber 3 folio 449),filed
for probate 29 Dec,1704,his dwelling plantation to his son Thomas Jr,and
to Martha,his oldest daughter,one-third of of a parcel of land containing
500 acres,the Manor of Collington,her portion being that on the side nearest
the residence of William Prather.Her father also remembered in his will
three other daughters:Elizabeth,Ann Gibbons and Ohear Nutthall.

Thomas's mother,Jane Prather Smith,mentioned him in her will written
27 Jul 1710.

Col.Thomas and Martha Prather had these children:Eleanor,Col.Thomas
JR,John Smith,Phillip,Richard and Aaron.

Thomas Prather left his son,Aaron,part of a tract called "Orphans
Gift"150 acres and part of a tract called "St.Andrews" to be given him
at the end of his Mother's widowhood or death.He was also to be given when
he became 18 years old,two cows and one sow.These were provisions in
Thomas's will written 30 Dec.1711.Thomas passed away between that date
and 15 Mar 1712 when his will was filed for probate.After his death,Martha
married Capt.Stephen Yoakley.His mother on 29 Apr 1719 conveyed to her
son when he was 18 years old,This deed was most likely made as she was
preparing to marry Yoakley.

Martha Sprigg Prather Yoakley and her second husband had no issue,She
died shortly before 	 Nov.1762.

Aaron Prather SR,the youngest of the children of Thomas and Martha
Sprigg Prather's family,was born 10 Oct 1710 in Prince Georges County.He
married his first cousin,Jane Prather,a daughter of Jonathan Prather Jr.
and Elizabeth 	 ,.in All Hallows Parish,Anne Arundel County,MD.Jane
was born c1716 in Prince Georges County,MD.The ceremony on 10 Oct 1738 was
performed by Rev.William Bragdon.The original bond is in the Dioceson Lib-
bary at Baltimore,MD.The licence was issued by Governor Ogle.A manuscript
copy of the marriages under Govs.Sharpe and Ogle are in the Maryland His-
torical Society where Aaron's name is so poorly written it looks more like
Allen than Aaron.

Jonathan Prather JR.a son of Jonathan Prather SR and an older brother
of Col.Thomas Prather SR,and his wife Jane's children were:John,Thomas
Anne,Martha,Jonathan,Susanna,Jane,Sarah,and Elizabeth Ann.

Aaron and Jane raised their family in Montgomery County,and Frederick
Counties,MD.The children were:Aaron JR,Samuel,Basil,Baruch,Barbara,Ruth,
Mary,Walter,Elisha,Zachariah,Verlinda.An Inventory & Account of his estate
was once on file at the Montgomery County Courthouse. dated 7 Mar 1777.
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Prather Family In America(Cont).

Walter Prather Sr.was born c1751 in Frederick County,MD.He was a son
of Aaron Prather Sr.and Jane Prather,daughter of Jonathan Prather Jr.and
Elizabeth 	 .He was married 9 Apr.1778 in Montgomery County,MD.by
Rev.Thomas Lucas to Ann Nancy Becrft Higgins,a sister of Sarah Higgins who
married Walter's brother,Baruch.Ann was born 1 July 1764 in Montgomery
County,MD.

Walter signed an Oath Of Fidelity and Support,Montgomery County.MD as
shown on the Return of Joseph Wilson,2 March 1778.

He was the Administrator of his father's estate and made an Accounting
of the estate,2 March 1778.

Walter and Jane Prather's children were:Baruch,Sarah,Benjamin,Thomas,
Mary, Ruth,Elizabeth,Ann,E.Higgins,Verlinda,Walter Jr,Eleander,Elememleck,
Luraner Higgins,and William.

Walter and Ann Prather moved to Bourbon (Fleming)County,KY in 1806.Ann
died there 10 Jun 1816,and Walter,who lived his last years with their daughter,
Sarah,dying there probably about 18 Jan 1835.

Sarah Prather,the oldest daughter,of Walter and Ann Higgins Prather,
was born in Prince Georges,MD,26 Aug.1781.She married Thomas H.Wilcoxen
111,20 Apr.1798.Thomas III was a son of Thomas II Wilcoxen and Phoebe
Osburne.Sarah and Thomas III moved to Fleming County,possibly at the
same time her parents did.They remained there the remainder of their
lives,see page 7-67.

In Prince Georges County,MD Wills,Liber 41 folio 164,the Will for
Thomas Wilcoxen II or Jr,drawn 5 May 1775 and filed for probate 15 Jan.
1776:

to son
	

Thomas Wilcoxen III

Henry
Linaphine
	

Part of White Marsh
George
	

Part of White Marsh
John
Mary
Johoo
Elizabeth Remainder of estate for life,then

it to be divided between three
daughters,Elizabeth,Ruth,Ann.

wife and son Thomas Executors.

Dear Park where I now dwell,Long
Land,Talbert's Lott,Talbert's Rest.

son
dau
son
son
dau
son

wife



•
13-5

THE EASTERN SHORE DURING THE 1660-1700 ERA

Chapter Two is opened with sketchy details of the earliest Melsons
in the New World. One entry in the Maryland Colonial Records is an Assign
written for James Melleson in 1664 divesting himself of his service and
those of six others.In this assign,he stated he entered Maryland in 1650
and gave varying times of entry for the others listed.No further record of
James or any of those he mentioned is found in any archive.The assignee
was a John Edmundson,a pious Quaker merchant of the Calvert and Talbot
Counties,who amassed more than 9000 acres of land along the Chesapeake
before 1700.

Maryland and Virginia in the 1660's to entice settlers offered every
immigrant a 'Headright" of 50 acres free for settling.It did not take the
enterprising colonists long to enthusiastically endorse this offer. The
headrights were amassed and traded like currency.James Melleson's assigns
of his and the service(rights) of the others he listed gave Edmundson a
document with a value equal to the value of 350 acres.Whether the six per-
sons mentioned ever existed is debatable.The Colonial Government of Mary-
land never challenged that contention.

Another ploy used by avid land grabbers was applying to Maryland or
Virginia for headrights,then moving on to the other colony and repeating
the demand.An example is John Renny,the Master of John Melson and Eliza-
beth Painter using her name both in Virginia in 1663 and again in Maryland
in 1672.Renny's name was,as will be discussed later,used three times for
headrights in Virginia.

A quirk in the offer was the Headright did not belong to the individual,
but to the person paying for the transportation into the colony in ques-
tion.Normally the individual was transported into a colony by a resident
who paid the passage;by a Ship Captain or similar person,who provided the
passage then sold the right upon arrival,or by the immigrant purchasing the
passage. The passage payment,if not personally paid,was recovered through
forcing the individual transported to sign an Indenture.This Indenture stated
the signer would repay the cost of passage through a specified number of
years of "service".The term of service was usually four or five years.
This period varied widely,a skilled craftsman could negotiate for far few-
er years of service,while an unskilled applicant or a minor could be requir-
ed to serve many years longer.Elizabeth Painter is an example,obviously a
minor when indentured,she was listed in 1663 and her name used again in
1672.Both Colonies abandoned this enticement during the 1680's due to the
abuses created.

The Kings of England during the early 1600's in pursuit of revenue
blithely issued parmits for large regions of the North American contin-
ent disregarding the rights of local inhabitants. The geography of North
America was not precise and many of the claims overlapped.Long and costly
law suits wended their ways through the British Courts,taking decades and
more to be resolved. The Lords Baltimore grant for the Colony of Maryland
had flawed boundaries.On the north and east,their claim overlapped those
of the Duke of York,who later sold his claim to William Penn including the
former Swedish settlements quaintly termed Lower Counties upon Delaware, --
and with the Virginia Company.The Virginia Company was later absorbed by
the Royal Colony. The Potomac River forming the western boundary was never
disputed, but the northern boundary on the Eastern Shore Peninsula was.The
Baltimore grant specified an East-West Line extending to the Atlantic Ocean
from Watkins Point as determined by Capt.John Smith is 1608.He named this
as the headline for the Wichmo River.



13-6

Over the years after CAPT.Smith had labeled his map,the colonists re-
ferred to this river as the Pocomoke.During the 1660 period,Col.Edmund
Scarburgh,the Surveyor General for the Royal Colony of Virginia and a prin-
cipal plantation owner of the Northampton-Accomack County region on the
Eastern Shore Peninsula,detesting the grant to the Calverts,attempted to
gain as much land for Virginia as possible.Despite this position,he was,
by a never explained action,appointed by the Calverts in a Proclamation
of 6 Nov.1661 to a Committee charged with settling the boundary dispute.
Just as odd,the other two member,Randall Revell and John Elsey,were plan-
tation owners of Accomack County.After these appointments,Revell and Elsey
did receive grants of land in what was to become Somerset County,MD.Scar-
burgh never changed citizenship and resigned from the Committee a year later.

Revell,although he had settled in Somerset County,MD sympathyzed with
Scarburgh.His wife was a sister of the Colonel.Both violently contested
the Calvert claim for a boundary using the Watkins Point as a reference.

The Proclamation appointing that Committee also established the
granting of Headrights.Virginia,has also,agreed to that practice.Each
colony in granting the free 50 acres,demanded the recipient swear an
oath of fidelity to the Colony granting the land.Additionally,Virginia
demanded all citizens swear to be members of the Church of England. Many
settlers in the Northampton-Accomack County region were Quakers,Baptists
and other Protestant denominations.To escape from prosecution,these sects
members applied for and were granted permission by the Calverts to settle
in Maryland.

A note here,during this period of time,the use of the word "Plantation"
meant such a tract had 50 or more "tithables".

Col.Scarburgh to bolster his assertion that the Watkins Point of Capt.
Smith was at the mouth of the Wicomico River,some thirty or more miles
north of the mouth of the Pocomoke(Wichmo) River. So doing, engulfed the
settlements of Manokin and Annamessex where the dissenters who fled Vir-
ginia had taken up grants of lands.On 19 July,1664,Col.Scarburgh,under
Dath,stated the Watkins Point Marker was located at the mouth of the
WicomicoRiver.Joining in and signing this statement were his son,Charles
Scarburgh;his brother-in-law,John Wise;Will Jones,George Parker,Anthony
Hodgins and John Renny. John Renny,had,by this time,completed his Inden-
turship and had allied himself with the Scarburgh group.That false docu-
ment although rejected by both Governors of Maryland and Virginia,hasten-
ed the fixing of the boundary.On 25 Jun.1668.Philip Calvert and Edmund
Scarburgh signed the agreement stating Watkins Point was at the mouth of
the Pocomoke River,not truly in the location CAPT.Smith had established,
but a point northward,still far south of Scarburgh's contenion.As a final
insult to the Calverts,Scarburgh as the Surveyor-General,never corrected
for compass deviation,assuring some 23 square miles of what should have
been Maryland territory fell into Virginia.In this agreement,the Calverts
agreed to honor the Virginia grant of 5000 acres to Col.Scarburgh.

John Renny to whom Elizabeth Painter and John Melson were indentured,
was born c1631.Even though he was used as a Headright by Col.Edmund Scar-
burgh to obtain land in Northampton County,VA, 12 Aug.1649 which implied
he had been "transported" into Virginia by the Colonel,Virginia,records
show in 1679,when his estate was probated,the Court awarded 300 acres,the
Eastern part of A159,Accomack County,VA.(Ref.See #11,Page 2-7),left by
John Renny tO Alexandir Massey,as his nearest relative,their mothers hav-
ing been sisters.This suggests John's mother,at least,was either already
in the Colony,or had,with her sister,arrived as a family.(Ref:#11 Page 2-7).

John Renny was also used as a "Headright" by Charles Scarburgh,a son
of the Colonel's also in Northampton County,VA 10 May,1652 and again,that
same year, by the Rev.William Teague in the same county for 350 acres.It
should be noted what became Accomack County later was then a part of North-
hampton County,VA.
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Sometime,most likely about the mid-1650's,John Renny was released from
servitude.He apparently immediately proved himself competent as he married
Mary Wise,a daughter of Col.John Wise. Col.Wise,the father of the bride,
emigrated from Clifton,near Plymouth,England in 1635 at age 19.In 1637,he
married Hannah,the sister of Col.Edmund Scarburgh. He acquired tracts,the
first on existing records in 1655, a part of Tract A30,200 acres on Nandua
Creek.Later,he sold it to purchase 500 acres in A75,which adjoined his por-
tion of the same tract,which he patented for 1060 acres in 1668,which
now is named Cedar Cove. He was appointed a Commissioner for Accomack
County in 1663. Mary,was the youngest daughter of the Wise's.There is no
record that John and Mary Renny had children. Immediately after Renny's
death,c1678,she married William Anderson.

Renny remained a member of the Scarburgh faction,the first recorded
lands were a Patent issued 13 Feb,1663 for 400 acres,this was on the north
side of Muddy Creek close to a prior purchase of 400 acres 10 Jan,1662
along the same Creek. In 1664, he sold the Patented acreage in Al28 to
George Johnson.In 1664,Renny patented 500 acres of A159. This tract would
have been the one purchased with the Headrights of Elizabeth Painter and
Edward Whitehall.Renny sold the western half of A179 in 1674 to Willam Wal-
lis.The eastern half,as reported,was bequeathed after his death to his
cousin, Alexander Massey in 1679.

As related in page 2-1, Elizabeth Panter,Painter was listed as a "Head-
right" by John Renny in 1664.She must have been a child as she was still
shown as a servant to Renny in 1669.Later,she,along with John Melson,were
listed as Headrights in Somerset County,Maryland in 1672.

The Tax Tithes for Accomack County,for which records exist only after
1663 listed Renny with varying numbers of tithes from 1663 to 1678.

In 1664, Renny as a follower of Col.Edmund Scarburgh,added his signa-
ture to Scarburgh's false statement shifting Watkins Point northwards
some 30 miles. In 1667, Renny assigned his interest in an island called
the Strand,in the Pocomoke River,which he and a partner,William Taylor,
had purchased from a Capt.Thomas Smith of London.This island was named
as being in Maryland.

That same year,the Accomack County Court,on 16 Dec. listed a
complaint from Elizabeth Gilman, who swore John Renny was the father of
her bastard child.The Court ordered Renny be fined 500 lbs tobacco and
pay court charges. He was also ordered in remain in the Sheriff's
custody till posting security for his good behavior and payment of
court charges.

Also,in 1667, Jinkin Price of Somerset County,MD,Gentleman,and his wife,
Malthew,on Nov.26,1667 conveyed 225 acres, to John Renny,Planter,of the
same County. This was half of the 450 acre tract,"New Towne" which was
located on the north side of the Pocomoke River.

Renny then had tracts both in Accomack County,VA and Somerset County,
MD.

In a Disposition of a Christopher Thomson,6 January,1668/9 said he
went to John Renny's house on 14 Dec.1668, and demanded the public dues.
He showed Renny the Account,which was for 1309 lbs of tobacco.The Renny
"swore by Jesus there should be no tobacco go out of his house." and
said he would go tell the Governor it was for a fine brought through
false information.Renny went forward to Mr.Waltson's account and found
fault with it along with Mr.Fawcett's and Mr.Hutchinson's. Renny claimed
some was paid,but Thomson said he knew better.Renny said that neither
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Thomson nor the Sheriff would seize any of his tobacco.Signed Christopher
Thomson before Robert Huthinson.

If the above was an indication of Renny's,as Ackley wrote,"firey nature",
his wife certainly equaled him. Mary was mentioned in the Accomack County
Court Proceedings of 17 March,1668/9.The Court ordered the Sheriff to bring
Mary,the wife of John Renny,to the next court to answer charges of terrible
curses,blasphemies and wicked speeches.The Sheriff was also ordered to sum-
mon witnesses that could testify about Mary Renny's curses and blaspheming
speeches.Nothing more appears in the Court Orders which ran until 17 October
1670 about this.Possibly Mary's father and her uncle,Col.Edmund Scarburgh,
informally set aside the charges.

Virginia during those years was suffering many outbreakings of unrest
for the authoritarian attitudes of the Royal Governors.Seven years after
Mary's outbursts,her cousin,Capt.Charles Scarburgh,was accused of having
uttered Divers Scandalous and mutinous words.He was fined Seventy American
Pounds Sterling.Along with another Accomack notable,Major John West,Capt.
Scarburgh had been moral,at least,supporters of Nathaniel Bacon and his
rebellion. Both were issued Royal Pardons.Charles outgrew those attitudes.
In 1688,he was a founder of the College of William and Mary,and in 1694
was appointed Commander in Chief,Justice of the Peace,and President of
the Court of Accomack County.

Two months after the Accomack Court accused Mary Renny of her alleged
crimes, she appeared before it again, this time as the Mistress for John
Mellson and Elizabeth Panter.When both were convicted,17 May 1669,she a-
greed to pay their fines and they were acquitted of corporal punishment.
No mention was made of John Renny,their Master,appearing in their defense.
This entry was the first on record for John Mellson.

The next record of John Renny was in his Demand for Land equal to seven
Headrights in Maryland,12 June 1672.Renny already had tracts in Somerset
County.MD when he filed this demand.

At the time he demanded those 350 acres of land for his Headrights,John
and Elizabeth Painter Melson were married. Whether they immediately returned
to Accomack County,VA, or remained in Maryland is unknown.Renny apparently
remained in Somerset County,possibly as a follower of the Scarburghs.The
Archives of Maryland,Vol.65,stated John Renny,Somerset County,planter,was
presented to the Grand Jury on Oct.4,1672, for assaulting, wounding and
drawing blood of Barbay,wife of Cornelius Johnson,and killing with a gun
the dog of Cornelius Johnson on Aug.14,1672.With threatening words,Renny
said he would burn the household goods of the said Johnson.Of these charg-
es,Renny was acquitted by a Provincial Court held at the City of St.Marys
on Feb.11,1672/3.Somerset Court Records,1675-1677 listed Cornelius Johnson,
planter,Great Monie,near Manokin,Somerset County.MD.

The next year,John Renny and Walter Taylor acquired a tract "The STRAND"
in the Pocomoke River,with Renny signing over his rights to Taylor.

Renny retained most of his Accomack County tracts, he was listed as a
Tithe Payer on Accomack County records from 1663 through to his death in
1678.On those Tithe Lists,beginning with 1675,John Melson's name was shown
either next to Renny's name or one or two names away,for a single tithe.
John Melson maintained-his associations with Renny after his indenture was
ended.

Mary Renny immediately remarried after his death, a William Anderson.
They had no family. John Renny had brutially lived and reacted in concert
to those brutal times.
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The brief summation of the information concerning the arrival of the first Melsons in the New
World as found on Page 2-1 took many researchers more than thirty years to reconcile. Whether a
relationship existed between the James Meilson, transported as a servant in 1650, and John Mel-
son, servant.known to have been in Accomack County,VA before 1671 remains conjectural,but
doubtful.Over those some thirty years of research, it originally appeared two John Melsons lived
during the same time frame, one in Somerset County, MD and the other in Accomack County,
VA.Mark Lewis's unpublished tracing of the Melsons as found in the Accomack County VA
Public Library tied those two John Melsons together indicating both were the same individual.

Further research by Ackley Melson, Williamshburg,VA in 1995 and 1997 provided more
knowledge about that early John Melson, his wife,Elizabeth Painter and their Master, John Reny,
during the years 11663 and 1671. Ackley's research is shown on pages 13-10 through 13-17.

John Mel(1)son and Elizabeth Painter(Panter,Penter) were initially indentured servants of John
Renny(Reny) of Accomack County,VA. John Reny had been an indentured servant brought into
Virginia by Thomas Teague in 1652,his indentureship being sold to Charles Scarburg in 1653.
Once released from servitude Reny became a planter in his own right. He acquired tracts both in
Accomack County,VA and Somerset County,MD.

Indentured servants were forbidden to marry during their period of service. John Melson and
Elizabeth Painter had not only served the Reny Family, but had fallen in love. The result of this is
outlined on page 13-10. Three years later, once free, they filed their Banns in Somerset County,
MD and married four months later. The records are silent about the fate of their firstborn.They
had three sons after their marriage.

John Melson I appears to have lived mainly in Accomack County,VA as indicated by the Tax
Rolls, other records suggest he was also a Trader plying his wares along the Chesapeake Bay and
its tributaries. He was literate as suggested in the Delaware Court Case. His oldest son, Samuel,
emigrated to Nanticoke Hundred, Somerset County in 1694, the other sons John II and Joseph
remained planters in Accomack County, VA.

While the cited early Accomack County Court records are startling, they revealed John and
Elizabeth made their troth despite being indentured, which they legalized as soon as they were set
free by Reny.

One additional reference to John Reny is found on page 1730 PASSENGER AND IMIGRA-
TION LISTS INDEX, VOL. 2; 1664 John Renny,Virginia." This was the second entrance into
Virginia for Reny, his first having been in 1653 as transported.

•
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Ackley Melson letter,15 December 1997

This past week,I received through interlibrary loan the book from which
I am going to quote below.This is,unfortunately,not the best news concerning
the first Melson on the Eastern Shore of Virginia.The next thing we may learn
about John is he was a horse thief.

JoAnn Riley McKey,ACCOMACK COUNTY,VIRGINIA COURT ORDER ABSTRACTS,1666- 
1670 VOL 2.Maryland Heritage Books Inc,Bowie,MD 1996.

page 163 ACCOMACK COUNTY COURT

Present: Col.Edmund Scarburgh
Capt.Edmund Bowman
Major John Tilney

The Jury appointed for this Court:

- 17 May 1669

Capt.George Parker
Capt.Richard Hill
Mr.John Wise

Robert Bease 	 Richard Kellam 	 Abram Taylor
William Chase
	

Nicholas Layler
	

Thomas Tunnell
Edward Dolby
	

William Maise
	

Mr.Robert Wattson
Thomas Gilling
	

Robert Richardson
	

David Williamson

The following persons were presented to the Court by the Grand Jury;
ordered that the sheriff summon them to the next Court:

John Melson and Eliza Penter,servants to John Renny,for fornication.

page 165 Present:Col.Edmund Scarburgh
	

Capt George Parker
Mr.John Wise
	

Major John Tilney
Capt.Richard Hill
	

Capt.John West
Mr.Edward Revell

John Mellison,servant to John Renny,was presented for fornication.His
mistress agreed to pay his fine and cost of prosecution,so he was
acquitted from corporal punishment.

Elizabeth Panter,servant to John Renny,was presented for fornication
with John Mellson.Her mistress agreed to pay her fine and cost of
prosecution so she was acquitted from corporal punishment.

John Mellison,servant to John Renny,had fathered Eliza Panter's bastard
child,ordered that Mellison remain in the sheriff's custody till se-
curity bond for his good behavior and for saving the parish the cost
of supporting the child.He paid Court costs.

I wonder if the above child was Samuel Melson.This child out of wedlock
was born three years prior to the marriage of John and Elizabeth in Somerset
County in April of 1672.It seems that the more that I learn about John the
less I like him.However,it is very difficult to receive an accurate picture
of someone from the Court records of over 300 years ago.Also,indentured
servants were not allowed to marry and thus I am sure there were a lot of
cases of fornication. An interesting thing about this case of John and
Elizabeth was their Master,John Renny,did not come to their defense.It was
their Mistress,Mary Renny,who paid their fines and costs of prosecution.In
Vol.2 of VIRGINIA'S EASTERN SHORE,by Ralph T.Whitelaw on page 128,we learn
that John Renny's wife,Mary,was the daughter of Colonel John Wise and his
wife,Hannah,who was a sister of Colonel Edmund Scarburgh.It's interesting
to learn that Mary Renny was mentioned in the Accomack County Court proceed-
ings of 17 March 1668/69(just two months before the case of John and Eliza-
beth appears)which is found in the work by JoAnn Riley McKey from which I
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•	 Ackley Melson's letter of Monday,15 December,1997(cont)

have quoted from earlier in this letter.On page 151 of the work by McKey
you find the following:

"Ordered that the sheriff bring Mary,the wife of John Renny,to the
next court to answer charges of terrible curses,blasphenies and wicked
speeches."

Nothing more appears in the Court Orders which run through 17 October,
1670 about the same matter.Probably Mary's father and her uncle Colonel
Edmund Scarburgh saw that the matter never reached the court.Political
power thus prevailed.

In THE EARLY SETTLERS OF MARYLAND,by Gust Skordas we learn that James
Mellson was transported in 1650 and that he was a servant.Have you ever
been able to ascertain who was his Master?James in 1664 conveyed land(100
acres) to John Edmondson,who was a Quaker.This land was in Somerset County.
I am wondering about a possible relationship between James and John Mellson.
Could James have been an uncle or even the father of John?"

•
James Mellson,first mentioned on page 2-1 was the first Melson(Mellson)

in America. The reference from which Gust Skordas obtained his information
is MARYLAND PATENTS,01d Liber CC Folio 88,1664,Maryland Hall of Records,
Microfilm #SR7349. The entry reads "I,James Melleson assign over to John
Edmundson or his assigns all rghts of land for service done in this provin-
ce by myself who came in the year One Thousand Fifty Jasper Larding One
Thousand Fifty and Cornelius Woodrow One Thousand Fifty,Mary Denby One
Thousand Fifty Four Henry Sampson One Thousand Fifty Seven Charles Decon
One Thousand Fifty Nine and Stephen Housford One Thousand Fifty Six.Witness
my hand this third of June 1664.
Wit: John "S" Spinks 	 James "M" Melleson

his mark 	 his mark
Sarah "M" Marlius Mark

The said John Edmundson demands by value of the above Said Assignments
three Several Warrants for Land,one for 500 acres another for seven hundred
acres and another for Eight hundred acres of land all which bears date the
Sixth of July Returnable Sixth January next."

This assignment of Rights for Service in the Province of Maryland by
James Melleson to John Edmondson was not unique. The same,microfilm from
which this entry was copied had others of similar wording such as

"Henry Balton assigns to John Edmundson all rights to land for service,
came in 1659 and for Peter Dunch 1656 Catherine Davis 1658 John Ffond 1658
Simond Place 1657 James Mood 1661 Peter Ard 1657 Mark Roe 1657."

"Freeman West assigns all land rights to John Edmundson for the service
of Hester Lord 1660 John Minnikow 1659 Henly Place 1661 Eodem Anno 1661
Samuel Hook 1661 Henry Cross 1661 Jeremiah Cutler 1660 James Curtle 1660
Peter Mullens 1661 on 18 May 1664."•
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"I John Gunther do assign unto John Edmundson all my rights of land
for service by myself and William Pollen who came in 1669 John Netherton
1650 Francis Hall 1652 and John West 1649 Witness my hand l4th.June 1664."

Attempts to verify these names in other references was fruitless.The
Curators at the Hall Of Records refused to assist verification insisting
Skordas was merely logging entries from original libers.A few years
later than this period, both Maryland and Virginia withdrew all offers
of free land for importation of residents. It was obvious enterprising
merchants and planters were creating their own populations. Applying an
old marine description for these demands, it appears the Land Patents
were 'gun-decked',that is creating fiction as fact.

Possibly James Melleson did arrive in North America in 1650 as claimed.
I would feel more comfortable in so stating if other entries confirmed his
presence and the same for all others so named in his document.

In response to Ackley Melson's question as to whether John Melson
was a son or relation of James Melleson, my conclusion was there was no
such relationship.

•

•

•
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Tuesday,Dec.15(16)1997 	
1?-12

Information from Ackley Melson

This is to furnish you with a little more,information concerning John
Renny,the Master of John Melson and Elizabeth Penter.You should find this
interesting and possibly an indication of the personality of this
individual.

In the ACCOMACK COURT ORDERS by JoAnn Riley McKey,you will find the
following on page 67:

ACCOMACK COUNTY COURT --- 16 December 1667

Elizabeth Gilman swore that John Renny was the father of her bastard
child.Order that he be fined 500 lbs tobacco and pay court charges.Ordered
that John Renny remain in the sheriff's custody till posting security for
his good behavior and payment of court charges.

From the above work by McKey,we find that John Renny was about 38 years
of age when he gave a desposition on 15 July 1667.

In Nell Nugents's CAVALIERS AND PIONEERS we find the following concern-
ing John Renny:

Reny was used by Edmond Scarborgh,Jr.as a headright in Northampton
County for 2,000 acres of land on August 12,1649.Then he was listed as a
headright by Edmund Scarburgh's son,Charles,for a tract of land in North-
hampton on May 10,1652.0n October 12,1652,he was listed by Mr.Thomas Teagle,
Minister,as a headright for a grant of land in the county for 350 acres.
This is a classic example of how individuals were sometimes used more than
once as headrights for several grantees of land.

From CERTIFICATES AND RIGHTS ACCOMACK COUNTY,VIRGINIA 1668-1709,by
Stratton Nottingham,we find Elizabeth Penter was one of the headrights
along with Edward Whitehall for a patent granted to John Renny to 100
acres of land on February 16,1663/4 in Accomac County.Whitehall was
found hanged in a tobacco barn on John Renny's home plantation on April
8,1664.The jury determined it was suicide ----JoAnn Riley McKey,ACCOMACK
COUNTY,VIRGINIA COURT ORDER ABSTRACTS,1663-1666,Vol.I.Perhaps Whitehall
took his life because of the harsh treatment of his Master --- See next
item.

In Vol.65 of the ARCHIVES OF MARYLAND,we find that John Renny of
Pocomoke River in Somerset County,planter,was presented to the Grand
Jury on October 4,1672,for assaulting,wounding and drawing blood of Barbay,
the wife of Cornelius Johnson,and killing with a gun the dog of Cornelius
Johnson on August 14,1672.With threatening words Renny said that he would
burn the household goods of the said Johnson.Renny was acquitted at a Pro-
vencial Court held at the City of St.Marys on February 11,1672/3.

Another account of his fiery disposition is found on page 133 of Vol.2
of McKay's work:

Disposition of Christopher Thomson,6 January,1668/9: Said he went to
John Renny's house on 14 December 1668,and demanded the public dues.He
showed Renny the account,which was for 1309 lbs tobacco.Then Renny
"swore by Jesus there should no tobacco go out of his house" and said
he would go tell the governor it was for a fine brought through false

•
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information.Renny went forward to Mr.Waltson's account and found fault
with it along with Mr.Fawsett's and Mr.Hutchinson's.Renny claimed some
was paid,but Thomson said he knew better.Renny said that neither Thomson
nor the sheriff would seize any of his tobacco,Signed by Christopher
Thomson before Robert Hutchinson.

We learn that John Renny was in Somerset County,Maryland about five
years before prior to his importation of John Melson in 1672.In Vol.5 of
the ARCHIVES OF MARYLAND there is the following information:

Jinken Price of Somerset,gentleman & wife Malthew on November 26,1667,
conveyed 225 acres to John Renny,planter,of the same county.This was half
of a 450 acre tract called "Newe Towne"which was located on the North side
of the Pocomoke River.

In light of the above I am wondering if John Melson was brought into
Maryland instead of Virginia as an indentured servant.There is no record
of John Melson as a headright in the two volumes by McKey-which cover the
time from 1663 to 1670.There is also nothing in Stratton Nottingham's
CERTIFICATES AND RIGHTS ACCOMACK COUNTY COUNTY,VIRGINIA,1663-1709,nor
is there anything in CAVALIERS AND PIONEERS,by Nell Nugent.Elizabeth Pen-
ter,we know from Nottingham's CERTIFICATES AND RIGHTS ACCOMACK COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA,1663-1709 was one of the highlights for a patent granted to
John Renny for 100 acres of land in Accomac County on February 16,1663/4.
It looks like the period for servitude was over 9 years indicating that
she was quite young when she became an indentured servant for John Renny.

Possibly James Melson left a son who may have been named John.We know
that James arrived in 1650 and he was still alive in 1664 when he sold
100 acres in Somerset County to John Edmondson,Quaker.(Perhaps the
Courts apprenticed him to John Renny after his father died c1664/5.

•



167747/0,P
lq9 i. 	 g.

eLr wgae itatx
114.0,

4-8 ebruary 1690

1 3 —1.1

This Information about John Mellson(Melson) was contributed by L.Ackley
Melson,Williamsburg,VA,Sept.5,1995.

the Iron or the whelemen when they brought it of Major Dyre / the pltfs pro-
duced the s(ai)d Major Dyrs Booke by w(hi)ch it appeared that the s(ai)d Iron
was delivered & sould to the fors(ai)d Company of whalemen, whereof Johna-
than Bally was one, / Mary Dyre Attested that shee heard her father, the s(ai)d
Major Dyre, in his Life time say to Johnathan Baily that hee oued Alexander
Moleston one barrel of oyle & Asked the s(ai)d Baily if hee would pay him &
hee said hee would if hee Could, & after further pleadings the Court sumed the
matter up to the Jury whoe went out & Returned again & brought in their
verdict in writing on the back side of the declara(tion) in these words: wee of
the Jury doe finde for the pltfs according to declaration w(i)th Costs of suit,
Luke Wattson, Jun(ior), foreman

W(illia)m Burton & Tho(mas) Bagwell pith
Henry Strecher deft 	 in an Action of Dept

The phis by their Attorney Arainedab Hanger declars for Erb due by by*
bill Conditioned for the pavm(en)t of E8 pounds i the deft Craved a Referrance
w(hi)ch by the Consent of Justice Clifteon, whoe Appeared for the pith, the
Court Graunted

[p. 315, Dover]
Justice John Hill pltf
Henry Skidmore deft 	 in an Action of dept

The phi- declars for soo pounds of good, Merchantable fresh Poarke +so
pounds of good, sound, Merchantable tobaco in Casque due by two bills under
the clefts hands / Referred

Apalina Tailor pltf
Henry Strecher deft 	 hi an Action of dept

The phi- declars that the deft is Justly Indepted unto her w(ha)t Come &
Cloathes & other nessesarvs are due to her by the Custom of the Cuntrv, shee
haveing served the time of four years according to her Indenture / The deft is
ordered to pay the pltf her Come & Cloaths according to the Custom of the
Cuntry as" the Law provides

John Dyer phf
John Mellson deft 	 in an Action of the Case

The pltf declars for fourry v(ar)ds of osenbriggs Linin for w(hi)ch the deft
Charged a noat upon Henry Boman w(hi)ch noat was protested by the s(ai)d
Boman; / The Jury being Called over & attested {the Juriors names: Babrist
Newcomb, Tho(mas) Fisher, Arthur Starr, John Miers, Phillip Russell, Cor-
nelius Willbanke, George Dod, Richard Coar, Tho(mas) Ouldman, Harculis

=9 The clerk originally wrote "we."
30The clerk originally wrote "Sc."
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Shepherd, Nehamiah Field, John Touchberry} / The phi- to prove his declaration
deli pleaded that hee had Lost the fors(ai)d noat in Rehobath Inlet but desiered
that Henry Boman might be attested, whoe was attested & did declare that the
deft did clan to him & shewed him a noat w(hi)di was Charged on him, this
deponent, for fourty y(ar)ds of osenbriggs Linin but hee, this deponent, Re-
fused to pay it, the s(ai)d noat being Charged on this deponent by Mathue
Scarborough of Sumarset County in Maryland, & that sumtime after, Thomas
Jones Came to the deponent & tould him that hee was sent by John Dyer w(i)th
a noate to know wheather hee would Accept it or not, / this deponent perusing "
the s(ai)d noate knew it to be the same w(hi)ch was presented or shewed to him
formerly by this deft, John Mellson, & did see that it was assigned by-the-44d
Mellseft to John Dyer but Refused to Accept it / Tho(mas) Branscomb was
Likewise attested &dicl" [p. 30, Dover] declare that when John Dyer came from
Nanticoke hee shewed this depondent a noat Charged by Mathue Scarborough
upon Henry Boman to pay John Mellson, this deft, fourty y(ar)ds of osenbriggs
& that the s(ai)d noat was assigned by John Mellson unto John Dyer w(i)th
witnesse to the Assignm(en)t / the pltf pleaded that hee had sufficiently proved
his declaration by the foregoeing Evidence & Craved Judgm(en)t for the ossen-
briggs declared for w(i)th Costs / Morrice Edwards as being the defts Attorney
pleaded that the phf had forsably taken the s(ai)d noat from the deft att Nanti-
coke in Maryland by beating of him & that the deft had assigned the s(ai)d noat
to the pltf out of fear that the pltf would have killed him, to prove w(hi)ch hee
produced the attest of John Smith of Maryland w(hi)ch was Read as followeth:
Doset 33 County in Maryland: The deposystion of John Smith, Aged fifty years
or thereabouts / the deponent saith that John Dyer of Sussex County in the
province of Pensilvenia came to his house about the Month of August 1688 / the
s(ai)d Dyer did Inquire for John Mellson & Jone Wattso(n) & this s(ai)d depo-
nent tould the s(ai)d Dyer Sc-efie-Peefer--WafESefi where the s(ai)d Mellson ware,
& John Dyer & one Neter Watson thretning what the '* would doe to the s(ai)d
Mellson if they should Meet with him, the deponent, telling the s(ai)d Dyer &
Mellson" that they Could don nothing w(i)th 36 Mellson except they had a war-
rant from a Magistrate in,that County where the s(ai)d Mellson ware, / the s(ai)d
Dyer Replved that hee had a warrant from Mr Clarke & hee Could Carry the
s(ai)d Mellson back again shewing the deponent sum paper for his warrant /
the deponent haveing sum busenesse with the s(ai)d Mellson went w(i)th the
s(ai)d John Dyer to the house of Mikell Simkins where the s(ai)d Mellson then
Lived, / the deponent further saith that when they came to the house of s(ai)d
Simkins there was John Mellson, John Dyer swaring meny bloody oaths att

", The clerk initially changed this to “perseving" but that was crossed out.
',The clerk adds here: 'turn over."
"That is, Dorset, presumably meaning Dorchester.
34 Mistake for "they."
"Mistake for -Wartson."
7e The clerk originally began with %b." probably beginning the word "about."

•
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s(ai)d Mellson, & s(ai)d John Dyer falling a beating of s(ai)d Mellson after a
Moste sad Rate till his blood Came aboute very mutch, the s(ai)d Meltson being
sick & weke in body, / att the same time John Dyer demaunded a bill of s(ai)d
Mellson that hee had for thuny y(ar)ds of osenbriggs & his horse, w(hi)ch horse
John Dyer went & Ketcht & tooke away in the sight of the deponent, & the
deponent further saith not
[p. 3g, Dover]
This 8th day of the 3d Month 1689
John Smith being duly Attested declared that the above written deposition was
truth & nothing but the truth / Attested before Mee John Walker
the attest of Barbera Johnson was Likewise Read as foloweth:
June the 3d 1689
Barbera Johnson, Aged fifty years or thereabouts, Came this day before mee &
did attest that John Dyer did sum time in the month of August Last past Cum
to the house of Cornelius Johnson in Nanticoke River in the County of Sumar-
set & province of Maryland & did bring w(i)th him one gray horse & shee, this
deponent, & her husband did aske the s(ai)d Dyer how hee Came by the s(ai)d
horse /

& the s(ai)d Dyer
Replied that hee had given Mellson soar blowes & that hee thought hee would
neaver be his owne man again, & that the bridle & sadk Lay att Mikell Simkins
doar & that hee Claped it upon the fors(ai)d horse & brought him away
signed by Henry Moleston, Justice of the peace
The pltf pleaded that hee did not foarse the s(ai)d noat from the deft but that
the deft did deliver & assign the s(ai)d noat unto Peeter Wattson in Considera-
tion of his Losse of time & Crop in curving after the s(ai)d Mellson, this deft,
& that the s(ai)d Watson assigned the s(ai)d noate, being for fourty y(ar)ds of
osenbrigs as afors(ai)d unto this pltf in Consideration of twenty five y(ar)ds that
the s(ai)d Wattson owed the pltf & twenty five y(ar)ds the phf paid him att the
Toune of Leuis & desired that Mika Simkins attest might be read, the s(ai)d
Simkins therein declaring that hee heard the s(ai)d Mellson proffer the fors(ai)d
Peeter Wattson a bill or noat of Mathue of Mathue* Scarboroughs for for*
Linin in Consideration of his Losse of time & Crop in aiming after him, the
s(ai)d Mason, & that the s(ai)d Mellson went to his Comb Case & tooke out 37

[p. 358, Dover] paper by paper untill hee met w(i)th the s(ai)d bill & delivered it
to the s(ai)d Wattson & assigned it to him & hee Accepted of it the deft 'by
his attorney' pleaded that hee had proved by two Evidences that the phi had
foarsed the s(ai)d noat from the deft & therefore desired a nonsuit, saving bur

that deft a had 'a' good Action against the pltf for the same, & after
further pleadings on both sides the Cause was Left to the Jury whoe went out
& in short time Returned in again & brought in their verdict in writing in these

37 The clerk aids here: 'tumc over."



4-8 February 1690 685

words: wee of the Jury doe finde for the deft w(i)th Costs, Babtist Newcomb,
foreman / The Of Court past Judgm(en)t accordingly / The pltf Craved an
appeale to be heard art the then next provinciall Court in Equety, w(hi)ch the
Court graunted, hee putting in secuarety according to Law

John Thurslow phf
Justice Albertus Jacobs deft 	 in an Action of the Case

The pltf declars for ten pounds to be paid in goods as Cheape as they Could
be bought for money at the Toune of Leuis & twenty shillings in silver money
being due to the phi from the deft for one years servis / the deft appearing &
Francis Cornwell for the phi, the matter was lefte to the Court, & the Court
found no Cause of Action & ordered the pltf to pay Costs of suit

Thomas Carton pltf
Henry Moleston deft 	 in an Action of Replevin

No declaration Fieled

Richard Law phi
Macke Mitchell deft 	 in an action of dept

The pltf Declars for two pounds, ten shillings dew by bill / W(i)thdrawn
by the pltfs order

[p. 159, Dover]
Moses Aboab pltf
Estate of John Millington deft 	 in an Action of dept by atteachm(en)t

The phi declars for the sume of foure pounds due by bill & one pounds,
two shillings & Eight pence due by account / The phi- by his Attorney W(illia)m
Rodeney proved his bill & account & the Court past Judgm(en)t against the
Estate Atteached according to declaration

William Kenning pltf
the Estate of Edward Green in the hands
of John Dyer deft 	 in an Action of the Case by atteachm(en)t

The phi declars for thurty y(ar)ds of osenbriggs Lining & thurtv shillings
in Money dew by an account / Withdrawn by the pltfs order

Charles Hains pitf
Tho(mas) Branscomb deft 	 in an Action of the Case

Withdrawn by Consent, the Fees to be paid Equelly betwixt the pltf & deft

Justice Luke Wattson pitf
Babtist Newcomb, 'as administrator of
John Hadester, deceased,' deft 	 in an Action of the Case

The phi declars for 453 pounds of poarke dew from the Estate of John
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Province of Maryland Patent,Worcester County #1092,issued Aug.9,1745,
on a Warrant issued 14 Jun.1743 and surveyed with the Certificate num-
bered 611.The Patent for Daniel Melson's tract GOOD HOPE of 100 acres
was backdated to Aug.10,1743.
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• This Power of Attorney was given by Daniel Melson II to his son,Daniel
Melson 111,25 April 1795,when Daniel Melson III left Sussex County,DE
on his way to Hancock County,GA,where it was filed with the County
Clerk.

Power of Attorney given by Daniel Melson II to his son Daniel Melson III

" State of Georgia,Hancock County Deed Book AB,Page 524-525

#27 # Know all men by these presents that I Daniel Melson of Sussex on
Delaware,have made,ordained constituted & appointed and by these presents
do constitute and appoint and in my place and stead,find and depute my be-
loved son Daniel Melson Jun.of the County of Sussex aforesaid my true and
lawful attorney,and for my use to ask demand due for recover and receive
all and all such sums & sums of money,unto debts,goods,wares,dues accompt.
and other demands whatsoever which are or shall be due owing payable and
belonging to me or detained from me in any manner of way or means whatsoever
by any person or persons whomsoever within the County of Sussex aforsaid
or else where,giving and granting unto my said atty by these presents my
full and whole power strength and authority in and about the premises to
have and take all lawful ways and means in my name for the recovery in the
premises of recovery of all such Rents debts dues sum or sums of money for
me and in my name to so execute and perform as fully legally and amply to
#28 all intents and purposes as I myself might or could do if I were per-
sonnally present,Ratifying allowing and holding for firm and effectual,all
and whatsoever my said attorney shall lawfully do in and about the premises
by virtue hereof-In witness whereof I the said Daniel have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal unto this 25th day of April in the year of our
Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety five-Sealed and delivered
In presence of 	 Daniel Melson Seal
Isaac Hall 	 copy
Peter Gordy 	 Test B.Hall Clk"

Note-The date this Power of Attorney was filed in Hancock County,Georgia
is not shown,only the date signed by Daniel Melson II in Sussex County,DE.
Refer to page 3-12 for associated developments.

Isaac Hall,the first Witness to the signature of Daniel Melson II,was the
son in law of Daniel Melson III. Peter Gordy was either the oldest son
of Peter Gordy SR and Hannah Christopher,or the Peter Gordy,son of Peter
Gordy Sr's brother,Moses Gordy.
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• Power Of Attorney Given by Daniel Melson II to his son,Daniel Melson III
25 April 1795
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Note-The date this Power of Attorney was filed in Hancock County,Georgia
is not shownlonly the date signed by Daniel Melson II in Sussex County,DE.
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Case #1641

State of Ohio,Columbiana County Probate 1833-1841 Book For May 1834 Term
Page 158 - 161.

Estate of Lewis Welch,Deceased

"The Last will and testament of Lewis B.Welch,deceased was brought into
Court and the subscribing witnesses thereto being qualified Say that they
saw the testator sign such will,that they attested and subscribed the same
as witnesses in presence of the testator,that the testator when he signed
the same was of sound mind and memory of full age and not under any re-
straint:Whereupon said will is approved and ordered to be recorded with the
proof now taken:Which will is in the words and figures following text:
In the name of God,Amen I Lewis Welch of Madison Township Columbiana County
and State of Ohio:Considering the uncertainty of this mortal life,and be-
ing of sound mind and memory blessed by Almighty God for the same do make
and publish this my last will and testament in manner and form following
(that is to say) First I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Catharine
Welch all my household furniture such as beds beding and every other ar-
ticle belonging to the house to be at her disposal and to the possession
of the mansion house during her natural life free from any encumbrances
or charge whatsoever and to keep one milch cow and four sheep in pasture
and forage and to keep her in sufficiency of firewood and to pay the sum
of twenty dollars yearly for her support during her life and to have one
horse creature of the value of fifty dollars and keep and feed the same.

I also give and devise unto my two sons John Welch and James Welch their
heirs and assigns all that measure of land lying and being in Madison Town-
ship Columbiana County and State of Ohio on which I now live and occupy
being (a)part of the thirteenth Section,tenth township and Second range
containing two hundred and ten acres be the same now on tip to be equally
divided between the said John Welch and James Welch or their heirs.I also
give and bequeath unto my oldest son Jacob Welch one hundred dollars also
to my Son Lewis Welch one hundred dollars,also to my son Peter Welch one
hundred dollars also to my son Henry one hundred dollars also I give and
bequeath unto my oldest Daughter Susan Welch now Susan Gilson the sum of
fifty dollars,Also to my second daughter Catharine Welch now Catharine
Henderson one hundred dollars,also to my third daughter Mary Welch now
Mary Hillman one hundred dollars I also give and bequeath unto my two
sons John Welch and James Welch all my Chattle property such as horses
and sheep and hogs and my farming utensils and said John Welch and James
Welch is to pay all my legal debts.I also allow my two sons John Welch
and James Welch their heirs or assigns to pay to the aforesaid heirs the
aforesaid legacies in annual payments that is to say twenty dollars to
each except my oldest daughter Susan Welch now Susan Gilson ten dollars
annually The time I allow the first payments to become due will be three
years after my decease and to be paid yearly untill all shall be paid.I
hereby appoint John Queen and Noah Fredericks Sole Executors of this my
last will and testament,hereby revoking all former wills by me made In
Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this seventh day of
March in the year of our Lord one thosand eight hundred and thirty one.

Signed Sealed published and declared by the above named Lewis Welch
to be his last will and testament in the presence of us who have hereunto
Subscribed our names as witnesses in the presence of the testator.

Test. 	 William Creighton
Henry Creighton
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• 	 Estate of Lewis Welch (continued)

Bond required to be given is Two hundred dollars, I.G.Wlliard and James
McLanlin are accepted as Security. Daniel Crawford, John Smith & William
Crawford are appointed appraisers of goods & etc. Executors duly Sworn in
Open Court.
And the Said Executors having given bond as required Letters Testamentary
issued to them Which Letters are recorded in Book of Letters No. 1,page
226.

C.D.Coffin Clk.

•

•
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Accomack County Deeds and Wills, 1729-1737,Part II

Will of John Melson

In the name of God Amen the Thirtieth Day of December in the Year of our
Lord one thousand Seven hundred and Thirty Six I John Melson of Virginia
in the County of Accomack being very Sick and Week in Body but of perfect
mind and memory thanks be Given unto God therefore Calling unto mind the
mortality of my Body and Knowing that it is appointed for all men to die to
make and Ordain this my Last Will and Testament that is to say Principally
I Give my Soul into the hands of God that Gave it and for my Body I Recom-
mend it to the Earth to be buried in a Christian Like and Decent manner at
the Discretion of my Executors nothing Doubting but at a General Resurrec-
tion I Shall receive the Same again by the mighty power of God as Touching
such worldly Estate wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me in this Life
I Give and Devise and Dispose of the Same in the following manner and form
Impremis I give and bequeth unto my beloved son John Melson a certain Tract
of Land whereon he now Lives Called and Commonly Known by the name Hunting
Creek Containing Fifty Acres to him and his heirs for Ever Item I give and
bequeath unto my Daughter Elizabeth Lewis one shilling Sterling in full of
her portion Item I give and bequeath unto my Daughter Mary Elliot one Shill-
ing Sterling in full of her portion Item I Give to my son Daniel Melson one
old musquet that he hath now in possession to him and his heirs Item I give
and bequeath unto my Daughter Adra Gunter one Shilling Sterling in full of
her portion Item I give and bequeath unto my Loving son Joshua Melson one
Shilling Sterling in full of his portion Item I Give and bequeath unto my
Loving Daughter Tabitha Cary one Shilling Sterling in full of her portion
Item I give and bequeath unto my Loving Son Smith one Small Gun in full of
his portion Item I Give and Bequeath unto my Daughter Abigail the best Bed
upstairs and furniture in full of her portion Item I Lend unto Mary my
Dearly Beloved Wife all the Remainder of my estate untill the Day of Marr-
iage or Death and then to be divided among my children that are not Named
whom I also Constitute,make and Ordain my only and Sole Executrix of This
my Last Will and Testament and I do hereby utterly Disallow revoke and Dis-
annull all and Every other former Testament Wills and Legacies and Execu-
tors by me in any ways before this time named willed and bequeathed Rati-
fying & Confirming this and no other to be my Last Will and Testament in
Witness whereof I have hereunto Set my hand and Seal the Day and Year above
written
Signed Sealed published and Declared by the sd 	 his
John Melson as his Last Will and Testament in 	 John x Melson
the presence of us the Subcribers Vis: 	 mark

Test Robt Caldwell
Henry White

her
Sarah x White

mark

It also is my will that the Day of my Wifes Marriage or Death that Tobias
Bull Roger Abbott John Simpson and Thomas Riley any three or four of them
Shall then divide the Estate and What ever They do Shall Stand Also my Will
if I die at the house of my son Daniel Melson that he may have my Coate and• 	 Vest a pr of Shoes and Stockens a fine Shirt and hat
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• 	 Accomack County, VA Will of John Melson (Cont)
At a Court held and Continued for Accomack County the 3rd Day

of August 1737.

The then Last Will and Testament of John Melson Deceased was
presented in open Court and proved by the Oaths of Henry White and Sarah
White two of the Witnesses to the Same and Joshua Melson being Heir at
Law having Consented to the Same it is ordered to be Recorded.

Test: )
Recorded 	 Test )

•
John Melson, the son of John and Elizabeth Melson, must have lived on lands
brought into the family by Mary Smith Melson, as the bequest of 50 acres
to his oldest son,John, would have been the lands John purchased,see page
2-3,from Jeremiah and Sarah Cary in 1702. The added stipulation in his will
that if he died at the house of his son,Daniel Melson,it indiated he travel-
ed or planned to travel to Somerset County,MD to visit as Daniel was already
settled in the Wicomico Hundred,Somerset County by 1735.Unlike his father,
John Melson Sr.,John apparently was not a Trader. The Inventory of his
possessions as shown on the following pages indicate he was a desultory
farmer.

•
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•

•
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Mary(Polly) Melson, born c1770,married Isaac Hall,a early settler of
McIntosh County,GA, in Hancock County,GA.Isaac's mother was a Leah Win-
gate, possibly from the Wingate family of Maryland-Delaware. The first
wife of Mary's father,John's older brother,Daniel Melson III was a Leah
Wingate, see page 7-40a."The History of Hancock County,Georgia," Elizabeth
Wiley Smith,Wilkes Pub.Company,Washington,GA,1974, page 81 lists their
children as:

1. John Melson Hall. He married Martha D. Birdsong of Hancock County, November 5, 1835, and
became Judge of the Hancock Inferior Court on May 20, 1839. He was a trustee of Black Creek Academy
in Wilkinson County.

2. Daniel Melson Hall. He represented Wilkinson County in the State Senate (1828-1833) and later
practiced medicine at Buena Vista, Ga.

3. Leah Wingate Hall. She married (1) James Hall John and (2) Hollinger Brown, who are believed to
have been from Wilkinson and Marion counties, respectively.

4. Polly Jefferson Hall. She married Nathaniel Nicholson.
5. Elizabeth Jefferson Hall. She was born in Hancock County on February 25, 1803, and died in Marion

County on December 25, 1869. She became the wife of William Matthews, Jr., on December 5, 1826, and
lived the remainder of her life in Marion County where she is buried in Pineville Cemetery.

6. Isaac Hall, Jr. He was born in Hancock County on November 12, 1788, and died in Wilkinson County
on March 9, 1869. He was an officer in the War of 1812., tax collector and _;rit -r of Wilkinson County, and
a trustee of High Hill Academy. He married (1) Susanna Ross and (2) Mrs. Guzzle Herndon, widow of
George Herndon, all of Wilkinson County.

On March 24, 1814, Mrs. Mary (Melson) Hall, widow of the elder Isaac Hall, became the wife of William
Bivins of Baldwin County. He was born in England on April 2, 1748, served in the Revolution and as an
appraiser of the estate of Isaac Hall, and died at his estate in Wilkinson County on December 11, 1828. He
had three children by an earlier marriage: Ellafair, Sally, Abigail and John Bivins.

The only child born of the marriage of William and Mary (Melson) Bivins was Martin Luther Bivins. He
was born on July 18, 1816, and died on October 13, 1878. Moving early, in life to Marion County, he
became a judge of the Inferior Court and a member of the General Assembly (1849.50; 1859.60) as well as
a wealthy planter in that county. He married (1) Winnyfred Powell and (2) Marthena Cox, both of Marion
County.

This reference states the Hall family was established in Georgia
prior to the Revolution.Isaac Hall and his brother,Captain Samuel Hall'
served in the Revolution and both died in Hancock County,GA. Isaac in
1806, Samuel in 1814. Their mother was the former Leah Wingate. The re-
ernce assigned her to a distinguished Virginia family.This is doubtful,
the Wingate family was prominent on the Eastern Shore of Delaware and
Maryland.

Mr.Robert Bittikofer, see page 7-40a, found in the Layton Collection,
Maryland Historical Society information Leah Wingate had married Daniel
Melson III. Their daughter was Mary(Polly) Melson, who married Isaac Hall,
their son James married another Leah Wingate who had a brother,Cannon
Wingate.

Added research is needed to resolve this relationship.

•
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The Marsh Family

Our 1925 Thanksgiving Dinner at Grandmother Mary Melson's was interrupted when she
received a Special Delivery Letter. Grandmother read it, sighed, then turned to Dad and Aunt
Etta and said "We lost the case." Who sent her that letter, I never knew, possibly one of her
brothers or sisters. Later, when we asked Dad what it was all about, he explained the Marsh
Family decendents, Grandmother's Mother,Amanda Marsh Gibson,being one, had petitioned
the British Government for the restoration of the Marsh Estate which had been confiscated
during the British Civil War. This was filed after the British Government has announced such
estates would be made. The letter Grandmother received informed her the British had denied
repayment as so many of the Marsh claimants and for other similar estates were outside of the
Dominion, recompense would have bankrupted the government.

Our knowledge of our Marsh ancestors other than what Grandmother's, Aunt Mary E.
Marsh Cason had written, see Chapter 7,pages 7-74 to 7-8, languished until 1996, when my
sister, Evelyn, and I regained contact with Mrs. Nyna Cason Knighten. After our Father's
death, we had lost track of the Casons until that year. Mrs.Knighten was a Granddaughter of
Mary Marsh Cason, confirmed her branch of the family also has known of the "Chiles Estate"
petition, but, like ourselves, knew no more about the Marsh family other than they'd been her
Grandmother's parents.

Years before, 1981, I had attempted to locate the Casons and sent letters of inquiry to every
Cason known to the Morrow County Museum, Heppner, Oregon. There had been no reply to
this inquiry until in 1999 I received a letter from John Cason of Prineville,OR. His letter open-
ed with "In answer to you inquiry of 1981 	 " He went on to say my letter to him had been
addressed to his home, but as a U.S.Forest Ranger, he had been away and it had somehow
gotten mislaid. He had found it when he started settling his Mother's estate. Despite the 18
year delay, he provided the name on Mary Marsh Cason's mother's family name, Meeker.
That opened the door to tracing the Marsh family back to the tragic event that led to the estate
being confiscated.

The Marsh ancestral line was traced back to Medieval England. In a volume "The Marsh
Family in England." page 831, it was stated the Marshs of Kent were ancient and listed as 'De
Marisco' in Deeds written in Latin at East Landon near Dover, in 1326,during the reign of
Edward III.

Two other books concerning the Marsh Family relate varied differences of the demise of
Capt.Sir James Marsh and the loss of his property . Samuel Orcutt,Hartford,CT's "History of
New Milford and Bridgewater,CT,1703-1882," wrote, pages 726-727 -`Marsh,James of Kent,
in England,was Captain in the Royal Army, and was beheaded by Charles I at Hedgehill, upon
which, his sister being concerned with the safety of his brother, William Marsh, then in col-
lege and who entertained opinions in favor of the dissenters, sent for him and his two ne-
phews, sons of a half-sister, who by her direction sailed for America and landed at Salem,
Mass. William went on to Boston, where he was made commissary in the Indian War of 1636,
and was wounded in the Narragansett fight; was removed to Stonington, and placed under the
care of Doctor Noice,where he was healed of his wounds. He married Elizabeth Yeomans, and
soon removed to Plainfield,Conn, where he lived and died leaving the following children:
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1. Thomas Marsh, removed to Canada 	 4. Elizabeth Marsh, removed to Canada
2. James Marsh, lived and died at Plainfield 	 5. Matthias
3. William Marsh, lived and died at Plainfield'

`Genealogy Of The Family Of George Marsh Who Came From England In 1635 And Settled At
Hingham,Mass," Eliezer Jewett Marsh,Leominster,MA,1887. This account reads. "In 1642
James Marsh of Kent was Captain against Cromwell and when Cromwell became victorious at
Edgehill Captain James was beheaded, and his sisters fearing for a younger brother,William, who
was in college,lest he should be beheaded,called him home and sent him, with two nephews,sons
of a half-sister to this country(American Colonies. He was Commissary in the old Indian War
and was badly wounded in the Narragansett fight at Stonington,Conn. He afterward married
Elizabeth Yomans of Stonington and moved to Plainsfield,Conn."

Orcutt placed William Marsh in Massachusetts by 1636, while Eliezer Marsh stipulated
1642/3.0rcutt inferred Sir James Marsh was behead at the behest of Charles I, while Eliezer
Marsh was specific in naming Cromwell. Regardless of which was correct, James Marsh's estate
was confiscated. A review of the lives and careers of both Charles I and Oliver Cromwell any
action against a soldier such as happened to James, born c1610-1635/42 would have been con-
sistent with Cromwell. The Battle of Edgehill was his first major victory of the Royal Forces of
Charles I. A search for information about any affair at Hedgehill was futile. In America, the
Colonies were at war with the Indians both in 1637 and 1642/3. Massachusetts forces slaughtered
the Pequot Tribe at Stonington in 1637. On 30 Aug.1645. The United Colonies of Massachusetts,
Plymouth and new Hampshire wrested a Peace Treaty from the Narragansetts at Stonington.

William Marsh, either a younger brother of, or possibly the son of Sir James Marsh, Captain
Royal Army, would have been born c1620 in Kent,England. He would have died about 1700.
Elizabeth Yeomans Marsh, born c 1624. according to Linda Stowe Miller's Pedigree Chart,dated
1998,was a daughter of Edward Yeomans, and Alice French.

Their son,William Marsh, born c1650, also lived at Plainfield,CT. His son,Thomas Marsh,bom
c1687,married Eunice Parkhurst, 4 Feb.1712,Plainfield,CT, he died 19 Mar.1753. Eunice was a
daughter of Joseph Parkhurst Jr,born 12 Jan 1661,Chelmford,MA,died 11 Dec.1720, Plainfield,
CT. He was a son of Joseph Parkhurst Sr,born 21 Dec.1629 and R.Read(Reade), born 27 Sep.
1627. Joseph Jr's wife was Eunice Spaulding, born 19 Jan.1743,Plainfield,CT. Her parents were
John Spaulding, born c1631 and Hannah Hale(Heald), born 14 Aug.1635.

Thomas and Eunice Marsh's children were, according to Orcutt: Thomas Marsh,born Jan.24,
1713;John Marsh, born Dec.11,1715;Elihu Marsh, born Jul.12,1717;Amos Marsh, born Jun.4,
1719; Joseph Marsh, born Apr.9 172 liEunice Marsh, born Feb.17,1724; William Marsh, born
Dec.23,1725;Phineas Marsh, born Dec.17,1726;Simon Marsh, born Jan.5,1729,Hannah Marsh,
born Oct.17,1730;Jacob Marsh, born. Aug.19,1733, Mathias Marsh, born Sep.25,1736, and
Daniel Marsh, born c1738.

Amos Marsh SR, the fourth child of Thomas and Eunice Parkhurst Marsh, was born in the
Mansfield Township,Tolland County,CT. He married, 14 Nov.1759, Abigail Dimmock,a daugh- .
ter of Shubael and Priscilla Hovey Dimmock, also of the same Township. Their children were:
Shubael Marsh,born 1760;Eunice Marsh, born 22 Aug.1762;married Moses Powers by 1797,
William Marsh,born 17 Apr.1764,married first Hannah 	 , about 1792;

•
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Amos Marsh Jr, born c1765 and married Abigail Wales, 15 Feb.1796; Lemuel Marsh, born
c1766; Lydia Marsh, born c1776, married Calvin Miller,c1816; Israel Marsh, born 24 Feb.
1777; married Phebe Squire, 17 Oct.1799, plus two whose names are not known.

Amos Marsh Sr. after years of planting in Connecticut, and several others banded together
about 1767/8 to request lands in the south-western portion of Vermont which had been
claimed by both the Provinces of New York and New Hampshire for years. The desired tract
is described in the State Papers of Vermont, Vol. VII, pages 285 through 289, dated the
Seventh day of January 1772, that described a Patent issued by a petition that had been sub-
mitted to the Governor of the Province of New York the previous 13t h of Marsh 1771 for a
large tract of land on Otter Creek lying west of the Green Mountains, where two Townships
to be known as Fairfield and Durham were proposed. These Townships were just south of the
Township of Socialborough. This petition was submitted by Benjamin Spenser and also listed
Jacob March, Amos Marsh, and Daniel Marsh, each to receive 1000 acres. The awarded tract
was formerly known as Clarendon.Then, that region was in the Counties of Albany and Cum-
berland, New York. The rent due annually was to be Two Shillings and six Pence.

Supplementing this account of the New York Patent, the Vermont Historical Society Mag-
azine, pages 552 - 557 recorded Clarendon was claimed under three different titles, first by a
Col.Lidius in 1732, secondly by New Hampshire for Gov. Wentworth, Sept.5,1761, and
thirdly by the New York Patent described above. Adherents of the New Hampshire citizens,

• especially those associated with the brawling Ethan Allen. The petitioners that applied for the
New York Patent has settled there by 1769. The arguments between the New Hampshire ad-
herents and those holding rights under the New York Grant was intense, continuing from
1772 until Vermont became a State. Sometime in December, 1773, Ethan Allen wrote a re-
markable letter to Benjamin Spenser, Amos Marsh and the people of Clarendon. In this letter,
which is also found in the Vermont Historical Magazine, "Gentlemen, on my return from
what you call the mob, I was concerned with your welfare fearing that the forces of our arms
would urge you to purchase the New Hampshire title at an unreasonable rate, though at the
same time I know not but that after that the force is withdrawn you will want a third army.
However, on provison you you incline to purchase the title aforesaid, it is my opinion that
you in justice ought to have it at a reasonable rate, as new land were valued at the time you
purchased them. This with sundry other arguments in your behalf, I laid before Capt.Jebeil
Hawley and other respectable gentlemen of that place (Arlington), and by their advise and
concurance I write you this friendly epistle, unto which they subscribe their names with me,
aforesaid, and on condition Col.Willard, or any other person will assist you in mobbing such
avaricious persons, for we mean to use force against oppression , and that only. Be it in New
York, Willard or any persons, it is injurious to the rights of the district - From yours to serve

Ethan Allen
Jebiel Hawley
Daniel Castle
Gideon Hawley

•
Reuben Hawley
Abel Hawley



• 	 13-32

A footnote added "It's believed that a portion of the inhabitants of Clarendon purchased the New
Hampshire titles in compliance with this urging of the Green Mountain Boys and most settlers
were eventually, in some way, quieted in their possessions.

Allan and his bullies continued harassments until Vermont became a State and the Vermont
Legislature under the urging of Daniel Marsh enacted a' 'Quieting' Bill: that resolved the claims.
Throughout that lengthy period many atrocities were committed.

The Marsh brothers were prominent in that south-west region of what was to become the State
of Vermont. Jacob Marsh held lands and an appointment as a Justice of the Peace under New
York. The New Hampshire men arrested him on Mar.13,1773 and held him captive until other
Justices of the Peace released him Nov.25,1773.

The American revolution seriously affected the Marsh family. The "State Papers of Vermont,
Vol.VI" in the section entitled "Estates Confiscated," Nye,1941, listed Daniel Marsh. Page 38
showed him as 'banished' by the Act of Feb.26,1779, later repealed Feb.23,1782. Bond in sup-
port of Daniel Marsh was set at 500 Pounds. His estate was ordered sold by the Court of Con-
fiscation on Apr.23,1779. He was proscribed by the Act of Feb.26,1778. He was allowed to
return to the State with Citizenship in Feb.1782. On pages 78-79, Daniel pled as one of the first
planters in Clarendon of the town of Clarendon. On page 80 of that reference, is the Petition of
Daniel Marsh for Restoration of Citizenship in Vermont. Daniel Marsh was restored his farm.

•
Page 250 indicated Amos Marsh was on Apr.1,1779 paid 8 Pounds 15 Shillings for support of
Tory families.

Amos Marsh represented Clarendon in state affairs. "The Journals & Proceedings of the Gen-
eral Assembly of The State of Verniont, 1793-1994." John Williams, State papers of Vermont,
Vol. 3,Part VI,1972,page 303 dated 1794 showed Amos Marsh,ESQ. Bennington,VT. Pages 162
and 303 listed Daniel Marsh as a Justice of the Peace, Clarendon, Rutland County, VT.

In the Marsh Cemetery, Clarendon,VT are the graves of Daniel Marsh ESQ, born 1748, died
Feb.1808; his wife, Phebe, born 1748, died Feb.1783, and their son, William, born 1777, died
Jan.30,1812.

Amos Marsh was 52 years old when he joined the others in the Clarendon Petition. He acted
in protection for his brother, Daniel and others who remained Tories during the Revolution. He
also bought property which later became Addison County, which was to be the home of his son,
Amos JR. Amos Marsh SR. remained a citizen of Clarendon and died there before 11 Oct.1790
when his will was probated leaving his valuable farm to his widow. Abigail shortly afterward,
remarried to Ebeneezer Howard.

Abigail Dimmock Marsh's parents were Shubel Dimmock and Priscilla Hovey. Shubal
Dimmock was born 24 May 1707 at Mansfield, Tolland County, CT. His parents were Timothy
Dimmock, born c1682 in Massachusetts and Abigail Doane, born c 1683, her parents were
Daniel Doane, born 1636 and Hepzibah Cole, born 16 Apr.1649.

Shubal's and his wife, Priscilla Hovey, were married 11 Dec. 1731 in Connecticut. He died
24 May 1781 in Canada. Priscilla was born 11 Dec.1708 at Malden,MA. She died 14 Mar. 1746

•
at Mansfield, CT.Her parents were James Hovey, born 1674 at Brookfield, MA, died 13 Jul.
1765 at Mansfield, CT and Deborah Barlow, born 1674 at Mansfield, died 15 May 1749 at
Mansfield. They were married in 1694 at Malden,MA. James was a son of James Hovey, born
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1650 and Priscilla R.Dane, born 1652. Deborah's parents were E.Barlow(Barlowe), born 1
Oct.1626 and Marie Pemberton, born 3 Apr.1636.

This information about the Marsh Family from Thomas Marsh through Amos Mars Sr, was
compiled by Linda Stowe Miller, Vergennes, VT. 0521.

Amos Marsh JR, a son of Amos Marsh SR, and Abigail Dimmock Marsh was born c 1765
before his parents moved to Vermont. For some yet unknown reason, he was placed under the
Guardianship of Amos Robinson. This Guardianship was terminated 28 Jul. 1787 when he was at
least age 21.by Elisha Clark, Probate Judge, Rutland County, VT "Rutland County Probate Re-
cords , Vol. 2, page 99." Amos Jr. once released, moved to Weybridge, Addison County.VT.
Unverified records hin he was first married to Abigail Olin,possibly in 1786/7. Later, it in known
he married Abigail Wales, a daughter of Roger and Esther Wales, Weybridge, VT. She was born
c 1770. They were married 15 Feb.1796.

Roger Wales was born 7 Feb.1759 at Windham,CT, and died 6 May 1806. His parents were
Jonathan Wales, born c 1730, married Zeba(Abbe) 	 , 19 May 1757, Windham,CT. Roger's
wife was Esther	 ,born c 1757,died 6 May1842. Both are buried at Weybridge,VT. Abigail
had two known brothers, Benjamin and Shubel, both were neighbors of the Marshs and Meekers.

Amos Marsh was active in community affairs. He also along with Samuel Meeker traded
Real Estate, records list more than 50 transactions between them. In 1799, he joined Samuel
Meeker and others in requesting the State of Vermont not to to extend the northen limit of
Addison County.

Walter Marsh, the son of Amos Marsh JR, and Abigail Wales Marsh, was born at Weybridge,
Addison County,VT c 1796/7. He grew up there. When the War of 1812 broke out, he enlisted 25
Sept. 1813 in Amos Robinson's Company of Dixon's Regiment (Roster War 1812-14,page 282).
After that war, he married c 1817 Louise Meeker, a daughter of Samuel and Eunice Meeker,
Weybridge,VT.

Weybridge,Addison County,VT is some forty miles north of Clarendon, Rutland County,VT.
Samuel Meeker was the first settler at Lower Falls of Otter Creek, where he built sometime
before 1797 a dam and lumber mill. Samual was a Quaker, who had emigrated to Weybridge
from Connecticut where he was born, c 1765. His wife was Eunice 	 , born 0767. They
were married by 1786. Samuel was a substantial farmer,dairyman and millwright. Their children
Benjamin, born 29 Jan. 1788; William, born 18 Feb. 1791; John, born 2 May 1794; Louise , born
12 Jul. 1796, died Sept.1847, married Walter Marsh, and others, not known. After Eunice's
death, Samuel Meeker remarried, his second wife was Miriam 	 . They had Hannah, Rhoda
and others, Samuel was listed in the 1810 Census of Vermont for Weybridge.

After returning from serving in the War Of 1812, Walter and Louise Meeker were married,
They settled at LeRoy ,Genesee County,New York. They were shown there in the 1820 New
York National Census records as having two children, a boy and a girl, both under the age of 10.
the girl would have been the daughter that married 'Luther' Lyman, whose son, Alba, went to
Oregon with his grandparents. Alba survived the Whitman Massacre, but passed away at Oregon
City,OR while still a youth. The 'boy' might have been Lucius, who later accompanied his
parents on that ill-fated 1847 Oregon Trail journey.

Walter and Louise did not remain long at LeRoy, New York. They migrated west and were in
Ohio, where Amanda Marsh was born c1825, and Joseph Marsh, was born c1827. The Marshs
left Ohio for lands in Illinois and farmed mostly in 1VIenard County.
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Amanda Marsh married Benjamin N.Gibson, born 1818 at Lynchburg, Campbell County, VA.
On 16 Nov.1846,see Illinois Statewide Marriage Index,1783-1900, in Sangamon County. The
Gibsons raised their family there, see page 7-74. Joseph Marsh, born c1827,died pAug.1856,
also had married and lived in Illinois, mainly at Petersburg, where he was associated with his
brother-in-law,Benjamin N.Gibson (see Index Book No. 1,Menard County Courthouse, Peters-
burg,IL. Entries for Grants and Grantees for Benjamin N.Gibson and Joseph Marsh). Joseph was
a mechanic. He married a Lucy 	 . They had a son, Walter Marsh, born c1852, died
1853.Joseph and his son, Walter, were buried in the Old City(St.Peters), Menard County,IL
.(Menard County,Illinois Cemeteries,Vol.1 page 2), Wanda Warkins Allers,et al,Springfield,1L.

The youngest Marsh child was Mary Elizabeth Marsh,born 8 Oct.1836 at Springfield,IL.The
final days of Walter and Louise Meeker Marsh, are recounted in Mary Elizabeth Marsh Cason's
poignant recollections of that ill-fated 1847 Oregon Trail Train in Chapter Seven, pages 7-74
through 7-78.

•

•



13-35

Daniel Melson I on 27 September 1785 drew his Will which was filed
for Probate 20 April 1791. In this will, he devised specific lands and
bequests to his grandchildren.This Will is shown on Page 3-6.The children
of Daniel Melson I oldest son, John, challenged the Probate of this Will.
This challenge is shown on Pages 3-4 and 3-5. These descendents claimed
Middle Plantation, a tract of 118 acres in Sussex County,Delaware was
theirs and not a portion of their Grandfather's Estate. they sued their
Uncle, Daniel Melson. The Delaware Courts appear to have issued a Judge-
ment concurring with this petition.Middle Plantation was sold for 118
Pounds, as shown on Page 3-7.
Daniel Melson I had left several of his grandchildren bequests of 15

Pounds each In "Worcester County Orphans Court,1777-1800,Volume I,David
Hulse, Family Publications, Westminster,MD. 1998, on Page 118 is listed
the awarding of specific bequests:

May 26, 1792 received of Daniel Melson. exe,of Daniel Melson,L 20, a
legacy left by my grandfather, Daniel Melson

Thomas Prettyman,husband of Mary Wharton
Jun.16,1792,received of Daniel Melson,exe,of Daniel Melson,L15, a

legacy left me by my grandfather,Daniel Melson.
John Dorman

Jun 7,1792, received of Daniel Melson,exe,of Daniel Melson,L 20, a
legacy of my grandfather,Daniel Melson.

her
Elizabeth x Wharton

mark
Jun. 17,1792, received of Daniel Melson, exe,of Daniel Melson,L 15,

a legacy me by my grandfather Daniel Melson.
her

Achsah x 	 Melson
mark

•
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OREGON CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY
Sixteenth Annual Report of the Secretary for the Year Ending Dec.31,1883

To the Board of Managers,Members and Friends of the Society, and also to
the Public, this report is submitted.

For the past sixteen years a home for Orphan and friendless children for
the State of Oregon has been sustained at Salem,at first by the charity of
many kind hearted friends. Later, and at present by acts of the Legislature,
we have received an appropriation for this work, for which we wish to express
our gratitude,that the hearts of our Legislators have been moved in favor of
so worthy an object.

Though called a private institution, it is doing State work in receiving
orphan children from all parts of the State, and even those from Washington
Territory have not been refused.

The Home is situated on high ground nearly opposite the Insane Asylum, in
the eastern part of Salem. It is managed by a board of ladies, who employ a
man and his wife to act as superintendent and matron, who with the children
constitute one family. They occupy the same house and table, and enjoy all
things in common. A committee of ladies visit them often and report on the
welfare of the children and condition of the Home.

At present there are eleven children under the care of Mr.and Mrs.S.D.Melson,
who entered into their duties last March, and to this date to the satisfaction
of the board. The whole number of children entered during the year is eighteen.

The good health of the children is largely owing to the excellent situation
of the Home and wholesome diet. No physician has been called in during the year.
Although death has not entered the Home during the past year, it came very near
when its unsparing hand took our sister, Mrs.S.C.Adams, a former secretary of
the board, who took a deep interest in the welfare of those little waifs cast
upon the world. Surely she has her reward.

The principal work of the superintendent is to bring the fifteen acres of
land belonging to the Home into the greatest possible use,in fruits,vegetables,
the care of cows and a horse, that abundance of nourishing food may be provided.

The public is invited to visit the Home at any time during the week.
Letters of application or inquiry will be cheerfully attended to if addressed
to the corresponding secretary,Mrs.Dr.Chase,Salem. Respectfully,

Mrs.Jos.Holman,sec."

The above entry into a Salem newspaper shows Samson Davis and Juliann
E.C.Jones Melson were the Superintendent and Matron of the State Of
Oregon Childrens Home from 1882 to Juliann's stroke in 1887.

•

•
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This is the only letter from Dad to Mother that survived.My parents moved
to Palo Alto to cure my chronic Bronchitis. Dad joined Jimmie Marr in San
Francisco in business,see page 5-3.1 chuckled at his comment about Elenore
Wilson. She was two years older and had a spare bike that I could ride.

Palo Alto, Jalif., May 3, 1925.

Dear Etta,
Suppose you have been looking for a letter but I have been so

busy looking for a place to live that I kept putting off writing thinking
I would have some news for you in regard to a house.•Well I have secured a
house at last but the party do not think they can give passession until
the 15th of the month. I am in hgpes that they can get out before that time
and think they will but they could not promise. You will be surprised to
hear that I have bought this place. I simply could not find a thing to rent
under 80.00 a month. Rents are out of sight here at this time. Then at that
I couldnt get in the part of town that I wanted. There seems to be quite a
boom on here in the house line. Of course I took a chance on you liking the
place but I had to do something. Herbert helped me look for a place and
finally advised me to take this one. I will not describe it to you as I
would rather wait and have you Bee it. It is located close in to the business
district and about ten minute walk to depot. I did not like Los Altos and
do not think you would like it near as well as Palo Alto and the climate is
just the same. We will be near th e Wilsons and in a good neighborhood which
will make it nice as I will be away all day. Lewis likes the place and is
very much pleased to be near a school and near Arthur Wilson as he has
taken a fancy to Arthur's youngest daughter, Elnore. She took him to school

AMOriday and to a celebration here yesterday. I think I will start Lewis in
Wschool Monday. Mabel Wilson, Arthur's wife insisted on this as she says it

will be no trouble to her and she will lokk after him in good shape. You
know she is a trained nurse and is clpable of taking care of him . I am
going to stay here at Aunt Tillie's. She is away and has the down stairs
rented so I am taking the upstairs. I will start my work at once in, the
city so Lewis will stay with me at nights. He will go over to Arthur's
for breakfast and all other meals. You need not worry about him as I can
assure you that Mabel will make him toe the mark. He will go there after
school and stay untill I come home.

The weather has been ideal since we arrived. This is the most
beautiful time of year so I am quite anxious to have you come as soon aS
possible and if Im can make arrangements for you to come sooner I will do
so. You will have an opportunity to raise all the flowers down here that
you care to as one can work at it all the year. I do not think they grow
any more beautiful roses here than at Salem, if as beautiful, but other
flowers grow out doors with very little care. The place I bought has a lot
of flowers and I promised the woman that I would i nd dig any of them up
untill you arrived. She told me the names of all but it didnt mean much to
me so you will have to find that out when you get here.

You know when we took our curtain rods down we forgot to take the
brackets off. If possible I wish you could get them as I doubt if we can
get them seperately. If it is not convenient to do this dont bother as I
may be able to get them in San Francisco. Our freight is due here any time

•I have arranged to have it brought down here from Los Altos and stored.

Well I will close and write again soon,
Love to all
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The page of the Surveyers of the Transpeninsular Line determining the
Boundary between Delaware and Maryland for May 21,1751. This describes
the emplacement of the 25 Mile Stone fixed in a field belonging to Don
(Dan) Melson and the chimney of his house 500 feet north of the Line.
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Robert Bittikofer of Westlake,Ohio has, Oct.27,2002, provided the following information
about the Cary Family. Daniel Melson I married Mary Cary, daughter of Solomon Cary, c1725.
Solomon Cary was a substantial planter in the Hunting Creek Section of Accomack County,VA.
Robert lists Solomon as a son of John Cary. However Accomack County,VA Genealogy by Earl
Lewis,Accomack County,VA lists Solomon as a son of Jeremiah Cary, born c1651,who married
a Sarah 	 ,c1673, and a son of John Cary. John Cary , born c1620(Lewis), 29 March 1642
(Bittikofer) in Charlton, Massachusetts died whose will was made 1695 in Accomack County,
VA. His wife was Elizabeth, born 1641/1651. He was one of the earliest settlers in Accomack
County,VA. He patented 400 acres in Section A100, bequeathing them to his son,Jeremiah, when
he died in 1696. Jeremiah later sold 50 acres to John Melson, father of Daniel Melson I in 1704
(see Page 2-2).

John Cary was a son ofJames Cary, who was born 14 Apr.1600,Somerset County,England, he
immigrated to Mass.in c1630, died 21 Nov.1697. James' wife was Eleanor Hawkins, born
Nov.9. 1617,died 9 Nov. 1697 Both James and Eleanor died in Charlton,Mass.

James' father was William Cary, a Draper. William was born 3 Oct.1560, Bristol, England. He
was the Mayor of Bristol in 1611. He had 4 wives, and 14 children. His Will was filed 1632/3.
His second wife was Alice Godwin, born 1554,Bristol,England. They had Seven children, she
died 1600-1610.

Robert Cary born 1529 in Bristol, Eng, died 1570. He was the father of William Cary. His wife
was Miss Dennis, born 1530,Bristol.

Sir William Cary, born 1492 in Wiltshire County, England, died 22 Jun 1528, was p.resumed a
3rd . Cousin of King Henry VIII. His wife, Mary Boleyn, born 1504,Chilton Folist, Wiltshire
County, England was a sister to the mother of Elizabeth I. They had seven children. Her second
husband was William Spafford. Mary Boleyn died 19 Jul.1534. Her mother was of the famous
Howard line.
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Life in Medieval England and Early Colonial Days

The lives of those living in England before our ancestors left for the
American Colonies was either as an Earl or a Churl.Those who were Earls were
entitled to possess land and chattels.Those who were Churls were chattels
and were bound to the lands upon which they lived the same as lifestock and
buildings.The separation between the two classes began during the Dark Ages
preceeding the Anglo-Saxon invasion and continued in varied forms through the
Fifteenth Century.The ties binding all Churls,or Esnes as they were called
for centuries,loosened about 1500-1510 when the ruling classes found raising
sheep far more profitable than producing grains and other livestock.Sheep need-
ed extensive pasturage for feeding.To provide these,the peasants farming the
lands favored by sheep growers,those portions of England north of the Thames,
were cleared from the lands by the owners.Few hands were needed to serve as
shepherds,all others were driven away.Most dispossessed peasants drifted south
to work as harvesters and farm hands in Kent,Suffolk,and other other southern
counties where agriculture including orcharding continued to be profitable.Farm
hands were paid about 2 or 3 pence a day for their efforts as many unemployed
clamored for whatever work was available.The market for wool became saturated
after 1580 and gradually the northern lands were returned to agriculture mainly
to raise grains such as wheat,oats and barley.This opened a small number of jobs
for the homeless,but again during the 1640's the Civil Wars raged across the
Midlands driving more people south to escape the warfare.

Living conditions for those not favored as land owners were primitive.
Houses were mainly woven wattle plastered with clay to protect against the
elements.Clothing was hand woven cloth.Possessions were few,most people had
knives and a few spoons.Forks were yet to be invented.

To control the mobs of unemployed,harsh laws were enacted controlling
those without jobs.Those wanderers caught were rudely jailed unless they
could prove they were exempt such as harvesters going to or returning from
farms where they worked.During the 1640's and 1650's,the demand for labor
along the Chesapeake Bay increased sharply as more and more land was cleared
for raising tobacco.The Colonies of Maryland and Virginia encouraged planters
to import labor to work the plantations by offering "Headrights".Every person
entering the colonies was entitled to a free grant of fifty acres of land.The
laborers brought to the Colonies under the headright system were recruited in
England mainly through the ports to which tobacco was, exported.The bulk of the
tobacco was sent to the Port of London,two other ports,Bristol and Hull,also
were used to land tobacco.The Planters or their agents would recruit laborers
by providing transportation to the colonies,meals and accomodations on board
the ships,clothing and a grant of money for signing an Indenture,or contract,
which specified the length of service required from each Indenturee after land-
ing in the colonies to repay the Planter for his expenses.The usual terms were
four years for skilled laborers and up to seven years for unskilled.During the
height of the headright system use,1640-1680,thousands of emigrants were trans-
ported.Seventy percent from the Thames,the remainder from Bristol,Hull and
other scattered ports.Most indenturees were single males between the ages of
eighteen and twenty-one and unskilled.Women were also transported for working

•
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in the fields along with the men.Most women indenturees were in their early
twenties when transported.The ratio of men transportees to women was six to
one

Ship masters participated in the recruitment of indenturees,acting either
for themselves or as agents for planters,they would transport both men and
women,then sell their contracts to the highest bidder upon arrival in the
colonies

A few immigrants paid for their own transportation,then worked out
agreements with planters after arrival.These were mainly men with families
and possessing skills needed in the colonies.

The "Headright" systems were abandoned after 1680.They were subject to
abuse by the planters who profited from the liberal grants of land.Typical
of one of the abuses is found in John Renny's transporting John Melson,Elizabeth
Painter and two other indenturees into Somerset County,MD.in  1671.He'd already
claimed fifty acres of free land for transporting them together with himself
and his wife into Virginia.He then did the same thing by transporting them
into Maryland.Cynically,in his request for his Maryland grants,in the same
petition requesting the lands based upon all becoming Maryland citizens,he
announced the sale of the warrant to another planter.

Our ancestors along with thousands of other agricultural workers in the
northern and midland regions of England after centuries of being bound to
the lands where they subsisted,were caught in the massive shift from agri-
culture to sheep raising and were forced south.Later,they were again buffeted
by the fortunes of the opposing sides in the English Civil Wars.Records indicate
in the early 1600's,two hundred or more Melsons lived in the southern counties
bordering London.Only two Mel(1)sons during these years emigrated to the American
colonies,the James Mellson who was transported in 1650 and John Melson who pops
up in Somerset County Court records in 1671/2.How long their branches of the
Melsons had been living in Kent and the other southern English counties is not
known.It's doubtful if their migration from the North Riding of Yorkshire to
Kent will ever be traced.

Once landed along the Chesapeake Bay,they found themselves in a strange
world.Almost no settlements existed,plantations had been carved from the
dense forested lands bordering the bay and along the streams feeding into it.
Tobacco demanded the best and most fertile soils close to a navigable stream
No roads for transporting the tobacco existed.The lands had to be cleared of
trees,then cultivated.Usually the trees were merely ringed and permitted to
die.When dry,they were burned where they stood,opening the land for hand
cultivation.The tobacco plants could be planted in holes poked into the soils
by sticks.Corn,which grew well,and which could be bought from the Indian
tribes living nearby,was also planted by the poked hole method.Hand labor
was the only method used and the planter needed as many hands to help clear
the lands,plant the tobacco and raise food as he could obtain.Originally,
the planters and the Directors of the Colonies assumed Indians could be used
for this work.This was not so,the Indians would not adapt to the constant
backbreaking work required.An excellent book on this subject is "Colonial
Chesapeake Society,"Carr.Morgan and Russo,Univ.of North Carolina Press,Chapel
Hill,NC.1988.This book presents some of the papers read at a symposium for
the 350th.Anniversery of the founding of Maryland.These papers present the
results of years of research into how these early settlers survived.

The Companies with Charters for the lands bordering the Chesapeake Bay
had planned to exploit the region extracting easily obtained profits from
their grants.These Companies were poorly managed and had grossly over-estimated
the revenues that could be wrung from the grants.The Governors and their staffs

•
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were inept and unskilled in the arts of creating new colonies from virgin
forests.They initially tried to make profits from the fur trade.However,
they failed to recruit successful fur traders and the Indians would not
surrender their furs are low prices.When it was recognized tobacco was to
become a profitable cropthe Governors again failed to recruit skilled
planters.To raise tobacco,skilled workers are required to carefully pre-
pare the lands,the seed beds,plant the seeds,raise the seeds,transplant the
seeds and eventually plant the seedlings in the fields,then keep the plants
free from pests,properly cultivated,picked at the right time,dried and
packed for shipment in such a way,the tobacco would not mold during shipment
to the English marktes.It took years for the planters who had received lands
to develop these skills and to recruit the needed assistants who'd work the
lands with minimal pay.

Tobacco became the main crop of the colonies during the 1630-1640 era.
Most of the transportees were brought into the colonies between 1646-1652
and from 1658-1667.During the earlier years,the majority of the transportees
were landed in Virginia,later the Maryland counties were favored as new
lands were opened further up the Bay and as the Virginia indenturees became
freed men and women and moved into Maryland to receive their grants of lands.
An additonal incentive for the freed indenturees to move out of Virginia was
the campaign waged by the socalled Established Church to force all Virginians
to submit to the tryanny of the Established Church.Maryland by 1650 was offer-
ing lands with no questions about religious preference.

The English settlers tried to adapt to the best of their abilities a
mode of living similar to that known in England.While the Swedish and the
Dutch in Delaware adapted the Swedish log cabin to their needs,the English
refused anything as logical and wrestled with splitting planks from the
trunks of the fallen trees so they could erect primitive 12' x 12' and 12' x
20' houses,most with only a single level,others with usable attics.These
houses had a fireplace made of wattle and sticks at one end,with a ladder to
reach the attic which was used either for storage and/or for sleeping.Almost
no furniture was used.Cooking was done in kettles over the fire in the fire
place,everyone helped himself from the common pot with a carved wooden spoon
if one was available,otherwise by using a hand to scoop out the stew.Some
wooden trenchers were carved for use.There were no chairs,tables chests or
bedsteads during the earlier years.Blankets were thrown onto corn husks on
the floor which were used as mattresses.Chunks of wood were used as chairs.
Everyone had a knife which was the one tool available.Some settlers carved
spoons and other implements.Forks did not arrive in the colonies until well
into the late 1700's.

Most of the clothing was either that brought from England or leather
made from the skins of the wild animals slaughtered both for food and for
the leather.Looms for weaving cloth from cotton,flax and wool did not become
common until well into the Eighteenth Century.

Inventories of the chattels of residents along the Chesapeake Bay dur-
ing the 17th and 18th Centuries hint at the few possessions these early
colonists owned.How they coped with the demands for clearing lands,sowing
cultivating and reaping crops with the few implements shown is hard to
explain.Obviously,these Inventories overlooked homemade articles such as
bowls,platters,plates,spoons,knives and forks carved from wood plus the
farming tools such as hose,spades and rakes.They do stress the lack of
socalled personal possessions,although the Bible and other small books
are listed.Despite this,the inventories over the years are valuable as
they indicate our ancestors became Americans rather than remaining trans-
ported Britons.
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