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I return in conclusionx to the figure of the aged Galileo,
with whom I hope I have not taken undwue liberties. He was on his
knees to recamt what he knew to be the truth, as his reason and
observation unambiguously proved it to him., Ten days hence, on

Christmas Eve,I also shall be on my knees. I shall not havebeen

brought there or forced onto them by the Inquisition, but I shall

be there under an even greater compulsion, that of internal ne-
cescity, the conviction that I cannot « even that I dare not
otherwise. I shall have asserted aloud hy belief in the

and I shall have received in palpable form confirmation

was dipected to me individually. All my thinking, all

all my inkling of facts yet undiscovered and questions no

still it moves".
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llster Unionist Party Conference, Fermanagh
Unionist H.Q., Enniskillen.

SATURDAY, 21st OCTOBER, 1978

Speech by Rt. Hon. J. Enoch Powell, M.P., in
debate No. 3 on "Constitution".

This is an excellent motion and a wise one, which I hopoe this
Conferonco will affirm.

The present parliasment will be of historic importance in the
story of Ulster. If they could be here today, the great men of
Ulster's past would be rejoicing with us - Carson and Craigavon, and
an earlier staotesman too, the creator of the Union, whom we tend
undeservedly to forget, Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh. The
decision of the House of Commons, which before many weeks are out
should have passed into statute, that Ulster shall again bo fully
reprosented in Parliament, has affirmed the Union and banished the
apectreo of separation in a way that no mere declarations and pledges
could have done.

Our work however is not finished. Though equally represented
with the rest of the Kingdom, we shall still not yet be cqually
governed. The re-affirmation of the Union will not be complete until
the laws of this part of the Kingdom are made by Parlioment and not
by Order-in-Council and until the local administration of those laws
is in the hands of Ulster people elected by their fellow citizens.
The twin aspects of "Jdirect rule" - a bureaucratic administration and
legislation by ministerial order - are inseparably linked: they must
be replaced by the same genuine democracy as our fellow-subjects
throughout the rest of the Kingdom enjoy.

The resclution refors to "a devolved ligislature functioning on
parliamentary principles". When such a system can be devisod which is
consistent with tho maintenance of the Union, Ulster has a right to
it before any other province. Dut that is a problem which Parliament
has not yet solved. The Conservative Opposition and we Ulster
Unionists fought side by side against the Scotland and Wales Dills,
because wo knew they would open the way to the break-up of the Union.
Why, the House of Commons actually threw out a clause which pretended
that the Bills would leave the Union unimpaired.

Ulster must be wary of falling into a trap prepared by its
enemies. Who was it that opposed full representation of Ulster in
Parliament? The SDLP and the Irish Republic., Who is it that opposes
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local government in Ulster? The SDLP and tho Irish Hepublic. Who is
it that demands a devolved govornment and parliament instend? The
SUDLP and the Irish Republic. Why? You know why. Because they see in
that the instrument for breaking up the Union, a gate that will lead
back to the uncertainty and confusion on which terrorism feeds.

We shall be wise not to give our enemies what they want. For
Unionists the rule is siople: "scek ye first the Kingdom and its
unity, and all these other things shall be added unto you". We in
Parliasment will not pause until we have done away with everything
that marks out Ulster from the rest of the Kingdom as inferior or
separate. We will have the Union, the whole Union, and nothing but
the Union. That is the strategy which this resolution lays down.
It gives our marching orders, and we are ready to obey them,
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I hope this Conference will affirm.
The present parliament will be of historic
importance in the story of Ulster. If they could
be here today, the great men of Ulster's past
would be rejoicing with us - Carson and Craigavon,
and an earlier statesman too, the creator of the
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we shall still not yet be equally governed. The




re-affirmation of the Union will not be complete
until the laws of this part of the Kingdom &are
made by Parliament and not by Order-in-Council
and until the local administration of those laws
is in the hands of Ulster people elected by their
fellow citizens. The twin aspects of 'direct rule'’
- bureaucratic administration and legislation by
ministerial order - are inseparably linked: they
must be replaced by the same genuine democracy as
our fellow-subjects throughout the rest of the
Kingdom enjoy.

The resolution refers to "a devolved
legislature functioning on parliamentary principles™
When such a system can be devised which is con-
sistent with the maintenance of the Cnicn)?lster
has a right to it before any other province. But
that is a problem which Parliament has not yet
solved., The Conservative Opposition and we Ulster
Unionists saawse fought side by side against the

Scotland and Wales Bills, because we knew they

would open the way to the break-up of the Union.

Why, the House of Commons actually theew out a

clause which pretended that the Bills would leave
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