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Please click the forward arrows to 
advance to the next section, or click on 
a topic in the top section navigation to 
skip ahead. Revisit the previous section 

by clicking the back arrow. 

Includes the life stories of nearly  60,000 men & women  who shaped the British past, worldwide.

Covers all aspects of British history, literature, art, science, popular culture, etc.  
- from the  Romans to 21st century.

Is written by  specialist contributors  and edited by historians at  Oxford University.

Includes  10,000+ portraits  curated by the National Portrait Gallery.

Offers extensive thematic material, setting  people in context.

Is used for  local & family history,  as well as for study & research.

Is regularly  updated and extended.

The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography...

www.oxforddnb.com
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Quick name search 
is on every page.

Find people by name.  You can also search by:
title names (e.g. ‘Lord Chesterfield’); pen names  
(‘George Orwell’); nicknames (‘the Iron Duke’);  
colloquial names (‘Mrs Beeton’), and others...
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Quick search Biography page 1. Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Navigate the article text  
with subheadings.

Links to other people  
in the Oxford DNB.

References: include a list of ‘sources used.’
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Quick search Biography page 2. Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Expand the portrait likeness; then  
click for information on all portraits.

Link to the person’s page in external resources, 
such as the National Portrait Gallery.

Compare today’s entry on Samuel Johnson 
with that in the Victorian DNB.
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Themes take 2 main forms: 
 ‘Reference lists’ &  
‘Reference groups’.

As well as biographies, the ODNB has 
Theme content to place people  

in historical context.
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Link from a person in a list 
to his/her biography; or  

from a biography to a list.

Reference lists chart office-holders in  
British history: here, all the poets laureate 
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Link from a member  
of the group to his  
or her full biography

‘Reference groups’ provide 
information on well-known 

historical clubs, gangs, and 
networks: explore a group’s 
members, actions, and legacy.
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Use More search options 
to find sets of people with 

things in common...
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

...by profession…

…by place (county, city, town,  
village, church, school, or street)…

…and/or  
by date. 

...for example, you can search  
for people by life event (birth, baptism, 
education, residence, death, & burial)…
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Reorder results, or search 
within your results.

You can combine any  
or all of these searches.  

Here we looked for 
women active in politics 
living in late-19th century 

Manchester.



11www.oxforddnb.com

Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Selections from the ODNB include:  
a topical ‘Life of the Day’…

….monthly features…

…& a biography podcast  
with 200+ episodes.

Ideas for making the 
most of the ODNB, for 
research or pleasure.
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Quick search Biography pages Themes: lists & groups Themes: reference lists Themes: reference groups

 Advanced search Place, date, occupation… Results list Topical free content Regular updates

Highlights pages 
link to selected  
new content.

New biographies and Themes are added every January,  
May & September: here people who died in 2010.
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Thank you for taking the tour!
Still have questions? Please visit our Frequently Asked Questions  

or read the extensive ODNB ‘help’ pages. 

For questions about Oxford University Press or its publications,  
please visit our website at www.oup.com 

For questions about the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography,  
or its content, do not hesitate to contact us. 

Subscriber Information

The Oxford DNB is available by subscription to 
individuals and institutions worldwide.

Visit our ‘How to Subscribe’ page for more details.

If you are a student or academic complete our librarian 
recommendation form to recommend Oxford DNB  

to your librarian for an institutional free trial.

http://global.oup.com/oxforddnb/info/faqs/
http://www.oxforddnb.com/public/help/index.jsp
http://global.oup.com/oxforddnb/info/contact/
www.oxforddnb.com
http://global.oup.com/oxforddnb/info/subscribe/
http://global.oup.com/library-recommend/?detail=Oxford%20Dictionary%20of%20National%20Biography%20Online&isbn=9780198614128
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