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Ankara Municipality the 20™ Sister Cities of Bangkok

M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra, Governor of Ban BMA Executive to visit the Great Ankara Municipality, Re-
public of Turkey during 19-24 March 2012 to establish
Bangkok. The agreement was signed by M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra, Governor of Bangkok and H.E. Mr. Melih GOKCEK

on 21 March 2012. In this matter, the Great Ankara Municipality become the 20th sister city of Bangkok. Under the agree-

riehdship and Cooperation Agreement between Ankara and

ment, Bangkok and Ankara agreed to cooperate in various field such as administration, services, arts and culture, sports
and tourism, urban planning and development, traffic and transportation, the environment, technology, disaster and
crisis management, and other matters pertaining to city administration.

Apart from established such Agreement, the Governor of Bangkok and BMA executives have visited The Children
Center Working on Street of Ankara and paid the courtesy call on the Mayor of Istanbul to discuss the cooperation on

ASEAN Mayor’s Forum which will be held on the coming November 2012.
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The stream of ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) is booming in the
ASEAN countries right now. This
means all the peoples in this Region
must be prepared themselves for
opening the gate to neigbouring
ASEAN countries; especially for the
BMA, which will be affected directly
in economic, social, educational,
cultural, environmental and living
condition etc. Hence, the BMA, as
the main organization of living care
to people of Bangkok, must prepare
for the influx of problems in the Year

2015 or next 3 years. B
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Bangkok and George Town Established Sister City Relationship

On 5 April 2012 at 16.00 hrs., M.R. Sukhumbhand Paribatra, Governor of Bangkok led
BMA and Mdm. Hajjah Patahiyah Bt. Ismail, President of Municipal Council of Penang Island
and Mayor of George Town, Malaysia signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on
the establishment of Friendly Cities between Bangkok and Municipal Council of Penang Island
and George Town at Rattanakosin Room, Bangkok City Hall. In this connection, George Town
was the 21" sister city of Bangkok. The parties will enhance people - to — people friendly
exchanges and carry out cooperation in such fields as of administration, economy, industry,

environment, health, science and technology, culture, education and tourism.
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Bangkok students participates the Bangkok-Aichi Student Exchange Program 2012

On April 19-24, 2012, 15 Bangkok students participates the Bangkok-Aichi Student Exchange Program 2012 in Aichi Pre-
fecture, Japan. The 5-day program is supported by Aichi-Kai, Aichi International Association and Aichi Prefecture that Bangkok
students have an opportunity to pay a courtesy call on the Governor of Aichi Prefecture and the Mayor of Inuyama City, to stay
with Japanese host families and to study in the high school classrooms for exchanging knowledge and experience between two
nations.

To conclude, firstly, the executives of Aichi Prefecture give very warm welcome to Bangkok students that the students
have a chance to ask questions to him relating to the city’ specification such as size of its area, symbol of the city, numbers of
population, etc. Secondly, Bangkok students attend the classrooms of Aichi’s high school that they can exchange knowledge
and ideas on student’s lifestyle and ambitions. This program is a part of the cooperated promotion and expands good relation-
ship between Bangkok and Aichi Prefecture and it is also to strengthen youth level’s relationship on the differences of cultural

context between two cities.
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Bangkok Sister City Youth Program 2012

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration held
Bangkok Sister City Youth Program 2012 under the
¥ theme “Bangkok’s Look” to narrow sister cities’
international youth gaps, to support BMA in formu-

lating and understanding, cooperation with sister

during 29 March - 5 April 2012. The participants are
University student from Sister Cities of Bangkok and Thai
University Students.

There are 9 representatives from Sister Cities namely
Beijing, Jakarta, Fukuoka, Chaozhou, Inchon, Washington
D.C., Busan and Singapore. In addition, 44 University
Student from 11 Bangkok’s Sister Cities namely Incheon
and Busan, South Korea; Jakarta, Indonesia; Manila, Philippines;
Fukuoka, Japan; Chozhou and Beijing, China; Singapore; Hanoi,
Vietnam; Vientiane, Laos; and Washington D.C.,USA includ-
ing 16 Thai University Student and 21 Officials and Volunteer
totally 90 person Apart from the activity, Bangkok led the
participants to visit the Grand Palace in Bangkok and Art and
Craft Center, Bangsai, Ayudhaya Province to learn more and

understand Thai cultures.
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. H.E. Mr. Anil Wadhwa, Ambassador of India to Thailand, paid a
courtesy called on the Governor of Bangkok, on the occasion of the
L assumption of his new assignment on January 11, 2012 at

Amornpimarn Room, Bangkok City Hall
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Dr. Anthony Asok Sharma and Ms.Sunita Raja of the BBC, paid a courtesy called on and interviewed the Governor

1 of Bangkok, on January16, 2012 at Ammarin Room, Bangkok City Hall
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Mr. Harakuji Kensei, Chairman of Fukuoka Council, paid a courtesy

called on the Governor of Bangkok, for his visited to Thailand on

January 31, 2012 at Amornpimarn Room, Bangkok City Hall
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Mr. Pollyns Anyango and Delegates from Local Government and Local Bugeting Office of Kenya Council, paid a

courtesy called on the Governor of Bangkok, for their visited to Thailand on Feburay 15, 2012 at Amornpimarn Room,
Bangkok City Hall
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H.E. Mr. Ahmet Oguz Celikkol, Ambassador of Turkish to Thailand, paid a

courtesy call on the Governor of Bangkok, on the occasion of the
assumption of his new assignment on Feburay 20, 2012 at Amornpimarn

Room, Bangkok City Hall.
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H.E. Mr. Peter Chan, Ambassador of Singapore to Thailand, paid a
courtesy call on the Governor of Bangkok, on the occasion of the
! farewel of his position on Feburay 22, 2012 at Amornpimarn Room,

Bangkok City Hall
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H.E. Mr. Klas Molin, Ambassador of Sweden to Thailand, paid a

B courtesy call on the Governor of Bangkok, on the occasion of the

: assumption of his new assignment on March 6, 2012 at Amornpimarn

A Room, Bangkok City Hall
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Mr. Chung Seokho, Chairman of the Gyeongju Council and Delegates from the Gyeongju Council, Republic of Korea,
paid a courtesy called on the Governor of Bangkok, for their visited to Thailand on April 24, 2012 at Amornpimarn

Room, Bangkok City Hall
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ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)

ASEAN Economic Community or AEC is an integration
of 10 ASEAN countries, consist of Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore, Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia
Laos, and Vietnam, to have mutual economic interests, more
bargaining power, and free flow of import and export within
ASEAN nations, except some kind of goods, which are
exceptional to eliminating import tariff. ASEAN will fully
integrated to be AEC on 1st January 2015.

Approaches to become AEC are;

1. single market and production base

2. highly competitive economic region

3. region of equitable economic development

4. region fully integrated into the global economy
Obvious changes in AEC

- Investment will be highly opened up.

- Thailand will be undoubtedly center of tourism and
aviation as it located in the middle of ASEAN. Thailand
would be prominent in arranging conference, exhibi-
tion show, distribution center, and also transportation.
In addition, medical and health service will be highly
prospered.

- Trading industry will expand at least 25 percent. Nev-
ertheless, Thailand still has concerned industry which
is labor-based industry, due to capability of moving
its production base. According to this, investors may
move production base in Thailand to other countries,
where offering cheaper labor cost, as some businesses
require none of high skill labor.

- English will be important issue, due to approaching of
many ASEAN citizens to Thailand, while Thai citizens
are still unable to speak English (AEC announced to

use English as official language).
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- For surrounding, there will be prevalent use of English
on placard, newspaper, media, and also establishing
of many language schools with alternative courses.

- Trading around border will be livelier; anyway, there
will be following drug and social problems.

- Thailand would no longer lack of unskilled labor, in
contrast, these people will partly grab works also, and
there will be increasing numbers of social and crime
problems.

- There will be “Brain Drain” condition, which Thai
skilled labors emigrate to work aboard; anyway,
foreign skilled labors will move to work in Thailand, by
using English as official language. Software Company
in Thailand might have to adjust salary to equal other
countries; otherwise, “Brain Drain” condition will
occur.

- Hotel, tourist, restaurant, and rental car industry
around border will be livelier.

- If public utilities are not well prepared, deficiency
might occur.

- Bangkok city will seriously crowd.

- Thailand will be world’s food production center.

- Social problems will be severe, if they were not well
planned.

What disadvantages will Thailand be confronted?

- It must be conceded that free flow of service
will mostly contributed to interest of Singapore,
especially, ICT and finance.

- Itis obvious that Thailand will no longer be interesting
production base, due to indirect policy obstructing
investment. Above all, investors give more prec-
edence to political stability, which could cause
complete loss.

- Free flow of capital in ASEAN will depend on
fluctuated situation, which is affected by world’s
impact.

- Free flow of skilled labor will affected on free flow
of unskilled labor to Thailand in order to gain high
minimum wage, while Thai skilled labor move for
work to Singapore and Malaysia, in order to gain
high salary, especially, doctor, engineer and perhaps
IT and finance. However, there are following social
problems, due to free flow, namely, drug trade and
human trafficking circle problem. Also subrogation by
foreigners outside ASEAN to gain interest.

: Translate from Thai version of:

http://www.thai-aec.com/
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Bangkok’s slogan: “As built by deities, the administrative center, dazzling palaces and temples,

the capital of Thailand.”
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Bangkok Finally Gets Its Own Provincial Slogan

On the occasion of its 230" year as the capital of Thailand, Bangkok will finally get its own
provincial slogan selected from more than 120,000 votes. The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration has
recently organized a contest, in search of the provincial slogan that would best reflect the capital's uniqueness. Out of all
entries submitted for the contest, five were selected to the final round, which was open for the public to vote between March
21 and April 19. Deputy Bangkok Governor Taya Teepsuwan said that a total of more than 125,000 postcards were mailed to
vote for the slogans. After the vote count, the slogan which says “As built by deities, the administrative center, dazzling palaces
and temples, the capital of Thailand” has been declared the winner with more than 42,000 votes. The
winning provincial slogan will be used on special occasions, including the 230th anniversary of the
establishment of Bangkok as the capital. The winning contestant will receive 500,000 baht cash prize,
while 100,000 baht in cash will be awarded to one voter selected from a lucky draw. The awarding

ceremony to be presided over by Governor of Bangkok, M.L.Sukhumbhand Paribatra, is expected to take place soon.
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- hdeudn (Theme) Aa The Experience of Crisis Management in Major Cities
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a) Experience, Know-how, Skills and Measures against Calamities such

as Earthquake, Flood and Tsunami

b) Characteristics of Disasters which have struck the Member-Cities
and the Systems and the Measures for the Crisis Management

c) Mechanism for collecting, sharing and disseminating information
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