THE OFFICE OF THE CITY REMEMBRANCER

Ar the end of this vear 3ir Faul Davie, the present Remembrancer, will
retire after nearly fifteen vears disunguished service. This is perhaps an
appropriate moment for a bricf historical survey of his high and ancient
{JEEEE and of the men of character that have filled the L::'Eq-q.

The affice is .’It.].:l.:.' 400 Vears cld. the first 'l'._:j[:..' Bememhbrancer
|'l--’.'i|'|L’i -l["'i""-"'ll'ltl-".'l in 1571, The situation which led to the creation of the
past seemns to have been one which will be readily familiar to members
af the modern Establishment Committee — the need to engage new
staff because routine office work is F:l”irllz__ hehind, In |]|_'-;_'|_-|||t.-_-r 157100, a
certain Bobet Hagesen, ane of the Lard Mayar's clerks, made hamble
suit ta the Court of Aldermen that he might be given the task aof en-
grossing the Journals and Repertories and be paid the same fees as the
late Tawn Clerk had recewved for the same r|.||I:1_.'_ |1!||u such sum as the
Court should think reasonable for bringing these boaks — then almost
seven vears behind — up o date,

ltmay be remarked in passing that a similar sieuation arcse only ten
years aga when the recocd in the [ournals and Repertories was several
¥Lars in arzear. In 1957 the F"FGI:_'IIE'I'I'I wias salved }':. the .'ulFIF!I:-E!'.‘ ment |:-'|-
a_]uutna'. -.II-_':r'F it in the Hecords Office 1n Fl.].c.r_- of a _|'|_'_.|_|__r||.|| Wearer anl
in consequence for the first tirme in aver 500 vears the tull proceedings
of the Courts af Aldermen and Commuon Council ceased ta be recarded
17 Manuscripr.

In 1570 it was not possible to summon such affice methods in aid
but in ANY ewent the Court af Aldermen seem to have ;.'ll."i:-.ﬁgcn:' an
appointment of more than clerical status for. instead of acceding ta
Kobert Hogeson's requese, ‘.EH."_!.' ordersd the Lord Mavor, Recorder and
Chamberlain to confer with one Mr. Nortan whethor ke would be
willing to take upon him the office touching the books, repertaries and
journals of the City and to make up calendars and other things necessary,
for a fee af £20,

We are nat told why the Court of Aldermen's choice fell upon
Morton, for i was a 1-'-.‘-'.'Flri5-i.'1b" chaolce. Thomas Norton was dl:'-.-_-.|-_:|-,- a
man of some eminence both in literary circles and in the world of
public affairs. Aged at this time nearly forty, he was a barrister of same
note, had been appointed standing counsel to the Stationers’ Company
in 1562 and had been M_F. for both Gatton in Surrey and for Berwick.
As a youth he had entered the secvice of the Protector Somerset, and
his first wife was Margery, daughter of Archbishop Cranmee. All his
life he was to maintain close links with extreme Protestant circles and
to hald extreme religious views and he had aleeady published a number
af rc|igi<:uus. writings :in-e;||_|-:IL.-1Eg a translation of Calvin’s “Institutions of
the Chrstian Rl.‘Hij:". Morton ]_'|1'-q:||:|u|:r:|:[.| haowever, ma ny secular as
well as religious works, including a number of paems, published in his
Ewentics, and, !I:.:'ﬁi.‘fhﬂ' with Thomas E:;ack'l.rill:-, the “Tra Hrdi.c af

176

Gorbodu
of Englis|
was Fipst 1
an Tweel
e SN es
legendary
divides hi
quarrel o
mardered
It is almo
place on
This,
wished to
on O Feb
and were
and with
calendars
“The said
have plac
in the ord
H.IFI_"F{L.ﬂrlI
e o any
I Make a
Teown Cle
Femembs
there had
hig mais ¢
be char a |
stature. R
the word,
af the Co
"il.l.ﬁ:i{{"-[[‘l‘l
ariginal d
crkries in
-=||'|'.| *.'HI':'"':

[n 157
£40in cor
future VLT
salary, as
ACC O
crdered th
of all lerre
City toan
valume of
ariginally
ere,"" and ¢
1579, has

In aceo
Remembr:
wal nﬂl-i-::i;




SRANCER

nbrancer, will
 is perhaps an
h and ancient
#:t'-:'.
mhbrancer
-reation of the
| gl i ] ]Ilﬂ'mhﬂfi
Ngage new
'fmﬁn:r 1570, a
made humble
::I.h.l.!: 1]:.- e
1e fees as the
1 sum as the
then almost

i FOSE |'|-r||1_." fem
5 was several

Fl.‘:-i.:'.'. ment .:-f
al Writer and
| proceedings
o be recorded

thods in aid
isaged an
-ceding to
Fecorder and
ould he
pectories and
hings necessary,

'II LI.'P':'Il'l

s already a
vt el -:_:n‘)l
|'i5-[rr |:_:|!|- SO &
s Eﬂrrl!‘.l.;l!'l.':r'
for Berwick.
rierset, and
er. All his

: circles and
ed a number
stitutions af

secular as
ished in his
die of

I:.‘r':.'TI_'l!ll:I”l.-.l. a l..'IJril.:IIJ.'. ]:li:.l-'_-' '-'-'I'l:c}l '|$ I}E SOMe i||||:r|:-rl:l.1'||:_'{' in [hﬂ ]'Ii'i.[l:ar'l.r
of English literature as one of the earliest of English [rHEI_‘(!ii'i. This |11a:,'
was first performed by the gentlemen of the Inner Temple in their Hall
on Twelfth Night 1561 and re peated by order of the Queen and in her
wresences a tew -:].1:.-':- later. The s.uhje-_[ of |:|'||,r Fl.n}' was taken from 1]||,'
egendary chronicles of Britain, Gorbodue being a king of Britain who
divides his kingdom between his two sons, Ferrex and Porrex. The two
quarrel over the division and Ferrex is killed by Porrex who in turn is
murdered in revenge by their mother, After which civil war breaks out!
Itisalmost a rt|it15!¢:l learn that in this eventful drama no action took
'|3':J'ZZ-!' on the stage, the tale I:-‘I:'iﬂﬁ related in blank verse.

This, then, was the man of many parts whom the Court of Aldermen
wished to be the first Remembrancer. Thomas Mortan was l.l.ri_llnng and
on 6 February 1571 was admitted to office. His duties were specified
and were concerned with the entering and engrossing of the City's books
and with reducing the matters contained therein to indices, tables or
calendars “whereby they may be more easily, readily and orderly founde™.
“The said office shalbe called the remembrancer of the Citty and shall
have place next —". Unfortunately the name of his immediate superior
in the order of precedence is not filled in in the Repertory. A proviso
“F":E:u“”l:“! the righli of the Town Clerk. The Remembrancer was not
to do anything that might be prejudicial to the office of Town Clerk nor
to make any copics of books or records for that this appertained to the
Town Clerk and the four clerks of the Mayor's Court. Why the title
Remembrancer was adopted is difficult to understand, For two centuries
there had been a I:ﬂ':r'-l] Remembrancer attached to the E:-:-:.|'||.'|;[|.|¢'r_ but
his main duties were to collect debts owing to the Crown. It might well
be that a E11g|1 snundi.:'.g title |'|H|;[ to he fl}u:ttl !|-;,:|r a4 man l':||-|""-'-ur|:|::-;|1:"5
stature. Remembrancer must have been used in the ordinary sense of
the word, one appointed to keep in remembrance the important affairs
of the Corporation, to act as the Corporation’s memory. It m ight be
suggested that the Deputy Keeper of the Records has succeeded to the
Drigillil duties of the Remembrancer for he is o rez.prm-.ihlp for the
entries in the Repertories and Journals and for making indices, tables
and calendars.

In 1579 the Court of Aldermen ordered that Norton should be paid
£40 in consideration of his pains in the affairs of the City and that in
future years he should have such remuneration, over and above his
salary, as the Court should see fir, He was also to be provided with
accommodation nearer the Guildhall. On 5 April 1580 the Court
ordered that for a further f10 p-i. Norton should engross the answers
of all letters sent from the Court of Aldermen for the affairs of this
City to any person of honour or otherwise. It is possible that the first
valume of a series of books known as the Remembrancia, which was
originally known by the title of “Letters from the Lords of the Council
etc.” and which contains copics of both in and out letters dating from
1579, has its origin in this order and was compiled by Norton.

In accordance with the practice of the period, Norton, although City
Remembrancer, was not exclusively employed by the Corporation. He
Was l:rfﬂ-l!iu”‘.r appointed |:a-}- the Government to take notes when the
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Duke of Norfolk was tried for his negotiations with Mary, Queen of
Scots, in 1572. He also played an active part in the persccution of
Catholics, conducting, it is to be regretted under torture, the examin-
ations of several Catholic prisoners. In the end Norton's extreme
religious views, which led to his growing dissatisfaction with the
episcopal establishment, involved him in a charge of treason and his
own committal to the Tower. He was soon released but hiz health was
broken and he died shortly afterwards in March 1584,

It is of some interest that Morton, in an exhortation addressed to
James Hawes, Lord M:.'!.'r_'ur in 1574, required him and his I:-rr:thi_-u:n Lo
begin all business with prayers: “I could gladly wish that some form of
prayer might daily be used in your court and council chamber, by you
and all your brethren, before you enter into causes. It is 30 used in the
|-":|.r|.:i.'||'|:||:-nr,l -“ld. thl:l-l_'lFI'l iun;;h s hq baat nf':[c, [ trust it shall be
continued, and Erow Lo be ald: and .-u:qu.'l}' | h‘l'ht.i-lli. of it of gnl.‘:-l:t heart to

ourself, 1 heartily wish to you the honour and blessing to have it
Ergl.tn in your time", Some members may recall that the desirability of
opening the proc=edings of every meeting of the Court of Common
Council with pua, ers was a matter of debate so recently as 1944,

During the latter part of the 16th and the 17th centuries, the Court
of Aldermen,was *» exhibit a curiously fluctuating attitude towards
the office of'Ren..mbrancer, at one time viewing it as an office of
dignity and influence in the affairs of the City and at another seeking
to lower its standing or even to abolish it altogether. The first of these
abrupt changes of attitude followed Norton's death when the Court of
Aldermen on 21 _Il.:.|1.,.' 1584 decreed that no-one should be uppt‘ri:t[erj n
his place, “for that the same was never before hys tyme any offyce and
L] l:fu::ughl! l':-'!.r !h'g,r.': Courte for to be needeles and iliFlL'rﬂlll.'!lLl.'i-“.

Eighteen months later the Queen addressed letters to the Lord
Mayor and Aldermen requesting the continuance of the office and the
appointment of one Doctor Fletcher in Norton's place. These letters
were read on 21 January 1587 at a Court of Common Council which
agreed to the Queen's request. This appears to be the only instance
among the appointments of the early Remembrancers of election by
the Court of Common Council. A few days later Dr. Fletcher was
admitted in the Court of Aldermen to the place formerly held by
MNorton, with the title of “Secretary to the Lord Mayor™. His duties
were set out. He was “to attend and be rca:l:l.' as well in this Court as at
the Mansion House of the Lord Mayor for the time heing when the
Lord Mayer shall send for him for the writing and ingrossing of all
such letters as from time to time shall be sent from EES Court or from
the Lord Mayor for the time being to any person or persons whatsoever.
And shall enter a true copy of every such letter in a En-n-l-: of the City's
to be provided for that purpose. And also write the true copies of all
such letters of importance as from time to time shall be written to this
Court and enter the same into the said book™. Further he was to be
ready to be employed in all other the “messages, needs, services and
affairs™ of the City as the Court of Aldermen or Lord Mayor should
think fit, pm'uidu[ always that he did not intermeddle with the offices
of any of the sworn officers of the City without their consent. Doubt-
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time when composition was a delicate art.
Like his ]‘l'.-'.'::l'.'l essor, Doctor Giles Fletcher was 2 man of affairs and
letters. He was brather to Richard Fletcher, |!:-|'.|1-:||'| successively of
Bristal, Worcester and London, and uncle of Jahn I'l._-r.:h.-_-rl |:|-|;_- drama-
tist. Giles Fletcher himself had been M.P. for Winchelsea and he was
sometimes employed by the Crown in diplomatic negotiations, his mast
famous embassy I:""-"-":'i-'-]l'i" visit to Russia as ambassador from Elizaberh
| to the Czar, when although subjected to some personal indignities he
:'.'.:R"Q.'I:('l.‘l!'."\.! n SECUNnE -.'I':II'I'.iIIL'r.IF'-Il,'_‘- COng L'l\.\in:'.ng fee 1_]..-_- E:_|1|£|i~.h :“-tr.\-_h,”.i_;-.
trading with Russia. This €|'|:|||:|'-.+.1.' seems to have taken ]!lr.'l.-: cin 1588 -89
that is, after his appointment to the City office. In 1591 Fletcher
published his “Russe Commonwealth™. being a study of the institutions
and form of government of Russia and the religion ;.;m-l custams of itz
|:I|:|a-|::-|r but this was considered to be so |5]-c.-.-.!!.' to give offence to the
Russtan court that it was quickly suppressed. It was published by the
H.L:klu:-.'t Sog i-:'l:,' in 1 B56G, : ;
Fletcher's fee on appointment was £50 a year but in 1594 this was
raised to L1000 |'|1_.- the Court of Common Council, He remained in office
untl 1605 but in 1601 because of “the infirmitie of his hadie and the
urgent occasion of busines otherwaies whereby he cannott in his owne
person so daily attend ve service of this Citey as his desire 15", he asked
that he might have an assistant. It may be remarked that in 1596
Fletcher had been appointed an extra-ordinary Master of Requests and
in 1597 Treasurer of St. Paul's. The Court of Aldermen agreed, and
Fletcher was aided, at his own request, first by one Dr. Hawk yns and
then by Clement Edmonds ;rrl!l.;:l:'l.l.n. The |.'.!.I-e'r. on Fletcher's
resignation, in 1605 succeeded him, at a yearly fee of £100. Incidentall ¥
entries in the Repertories show that from 1601 at lease, if not carlier,
the office had reverted to the original title of Kemembrancer

It has been pointed out that both Thomas Morton and Giles Fletcher
had been I'|'|<_-||'|f:-|_-:.x of Padiament before |1|_-i"|l'-f ;mei"“_-d Femembrancer.
In addition Norton while holding the appointment was twice elected
one of the City members and is said to have spoken frequently in the
House. That the Remembrancer’s duties already in 1610 included
F’ir]iamtntur}' business is clear from an order of the Court of Aldermen
concerning the payment of monies due to William Dvaos, then Remem-
brancer, “touching the Parliament billes™ and this may have been
fostered by the Pardiamentary connections of the first two Remem-
brancers. The character and duties of the office resulted from the
character of the men who held it.

The Remembrancer, however, was shartly due for one of his periodic
set downs. By 1619 the growing part which he played in the affairs of
the City would a peir o have aroused the resentment of the Aldermen.
The Court of Aldermen on 24th April 1619 taking into consideration
the Fl-l.'-IIZL‘ and E:Il|I]1I:p'HIt‘n: of the ["*-.-E'I'l'll.'rrll::-m.nn.'-;_'r tound the same Lo E:--e::
no office but a service and |:!rr|]:l||::|1.r'rnc:1_|: devizsed of late years for the
making of indexes and performing of some other services now w|'|||||}'
out of use. Because the Remembrancer had often been sent |::.:r' the
Court to the Lords of the Council, the Aldermen — and this is probably
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the nub of their complaint — had not managed those affairs as they and
their predecessors had been wont to do. This the Aldermen declared to
be both inconvenient and expensive in fees, payment of bills and such
like matters and “little or no :i_U:-:nl. or benehit hath Ihc'ra"h;-' accrued",
Thev ordered that henceforth the atfairs of the City as well with the
Hin,l.;:-. with the Lords should be attended by Mr. Recorder, some af
the Aldermen amd s« h others as the Court should :1!||:l-:.lil'|'.. that na
successor to William Dyos should be ap ointed, that |'|_':.'l.:-x himself
while continuing in office should attend the Court only when specially
called .:||'||;|._ ':-'i|1.|..|. '\.|||||::-, that a chest of Il."-!-:'Ti hitherto in his l.'.:lh'.thl.}'
should be transferred to the Chamberlain.

However, when in December of the same year, William Dyos surren
dered his office, the Court did appoint a successor, Robert Bacon,
:|.|:|'|-.;|1||;|-|1 in view of his diminished duties, at the much reduced nlar}'
.;.I'_(‘l[] a year. In 1635 Bacon's successor, Thomas Wiseman was gr.]ﬂti.‘d
£100 as a gift by the Court for his constant attendance upon the
weighty atfairs of the City, so it may be taken that the Remembrancer
had resumed some at least of those duties the exercise of which had
been deprecated by the Court in 1619. But in | ebruary 1643 Wiseman
was dismissed by the Court of Commen Council “as not fitte to
contvaue the SR F-'I.n_'e any ||.:-|:||eg1' it |.‘:l:i.rlb.'I conceived an unnecessary
|.'|!I:|.r|..;1:II:I|: the I:il:l:'.c" All books, letters and writings in his |."_'|$[:b-|i'!.'
w{'n:. to be !:1!“'.!;{'1[ in and his closet and trunk in the !'.';-I]||.':I"f-' in the
Council Chamber to be sealed up. A few months later the Court of
Aldermen held that it was not bound to admit any person holding a
grant of reversion of the office. But once more the Court changed its
attitude and when, after an interval of three and a half years, in August
1646 Thomas Skinner was appointed it was “to execute the place of
Remembrancer of this Citte to negotiate the |.'~ch.|:::L‘|.i:'..]|f..' atfaires of
this Citty havinge addresses to the honorable houses of pardiament and
elsewhere”. No further reference to the duty of engrossing and registering
letters has been found and it seems 1flr'i:ll.:".]|."."|l‘."' that his -.*riy'n.'l] secretarial
duties rapidly declined. This may be, therefore, an appropriate moment
at which to pause in the story ui} the development of the Remem-
brancer's c:f}icc and to look briefly at those volumes of records, the
Remembrancia, which were the product of its cary years, _

The Remembrancia contain, as has been indicated, copies of letters
-::q.{hu_ngcd between the City on the one hand and the Crown, the Lords
of the Council and other eminent personages on the other. In many
instances the originals of these letters do not exist, thus rendering the
contemporary otficial copies of unique value, The whole series covers
15791664, .:|.|:'_"|.|:|'._'|E_|'| there is an unflortunate EAp for the ]:u_'ril.:-l.l. of the
Civil War and Commonwealth. 'T|1|_“_.' relate, thereflore, to a time when
thl:' .IEE.a|rj. I'.!ll. #I'Il:' I::rl;:-'..l.']". :I.'!':j rI'II:' i:-.:-'.'rr|1|11|'.':: il'l'l':! |..I'.£' ||.I-1l:|f1 l.'b-t- Ehl'.'
CiT':r' WETE I:If}hfl.'!,.' TI:'].I!I'E:. T.!:H.'rl:' ACE IE"'I'T!'- t-r-.:l.'r'. F-I'."l:ll.l:rh I |‘l:_|r ‘uhf'
levying of 300 soldiers for service in Ireland, from Charles [l for a loan
of £100,000, and from Sir Francis Walsingham, Secretary of State,
concerning provision by the City of houses for the accommodation of
t|'||: .‘ipanish .;|n1:| Smt-'cd.i\h Jm|::.1:.h:||;|.-:-r.=.. .-"n|k-:_'| |r1!{'1'. I!-r-:-rrl [El.l'.' [-l.'rrl.l.
."ﬂ.:',.'l_lr ] I:Ih.{' E-:ll,:lrl:_il 1:-:11:||:'|.'r||i.r|ﬁ 'I]:ue' ]1i|;_|‘| E!lri.u_' :|r||.:| 5;.'.;:'-\.'.13.' E-f carn, Lo
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the Queen refusing, in discreet phrases, to appoint her nominee to
City office, and to the ¢ rchbishop of Canterbury concerning the evils
brought about by an increase of plays and players. An “Analytical
Il‘lill.':\.-I [ 4] |1| = I'.'I"?fll".'.'.'-r.lF.\.?h'l:'ful WS FH_I!:II;::I'IL‘I:I I:!-". ':Il; Ilb]nlll:r ‘_:Dmmi[[rf
in 1878 and was much used |::-'§,' [, Hh:lrp:,', f:ln._-rl-: af I;|'||_- H{'C(I-rd.ﬁ,' in
writing his London and the Kingdom.

Although the Court of Aldermen never again afver the mid 17ch
I\..'\'.'I'I|:IJ:':. .I.!'!-\.'III|:|:-\. il I ..I'|.I|i\.l‘| ‘.-'I.;; |:-|.|:-i;,|; ot |{.;,-||||;r|:||::-:r.j_|'|;..|.'r~ It Was Hi”
unsettled in its opinion of the duties and responsibilities attached to the
a0st. In 1685, atoer Ll.‘:-:'.'.i-:h'rill:_: a written submission from the Remem
srancer for the continuance of his attendance upon Pardiament which
duty he described both as Cwery ancient” and “the chief branch of the
uili;.n:”. the Court of Aldermen confirmed him in his Parl i.|.|:|:||_-:|-‘..u':,'
duties and ordered chat he should receive in respect [|1L'r-;--:1f [|'||: Safme
.|||r'|-.l.'.. nce, viz: 63, Bd, a I.I--l‘_- foir CWErY day that Parliament should 3iL,
dak ||-|'C! E.'lﬂ.'l.'l'l J”l'l'l-'-"."j |||'. _L"-r-.'q.!-.'q. Cit0rs "I'I-c'l. ]l_"\-\.:\-\. t||.l|1 |:-c|'_j| }'L‘.Lr}\. ]JI:|_"-.F I]L-q.'
Court asked that the Remembrancer |||-.I'.|.:.' his demand F::—_— G5, Hd, a
day and in the meantime ordered him o farbear his attendance on the
I‘-l;liulrlln.'ll[. 1 I'll‘\- |.l.'l\.;.l\.'l WAL OO |.:I"I1'||_':| on & A rII 1650 _.||-;_‘| 4 I::-;,I_i_ ol
£33. 6. 8d. for 100 days past attendance disallowed. A petition of
Mr. Remembrancer to continge the duties led to several reports on the
ottice but on 28th March 1693 the opinion of the Court remained “that
his attendance at Parliament is UnMnecessary and that there be no such
allowance for the future™. Less than three months later the Court
reversed its decision once more and ordered that the allowanee for
attendance be continued.

In the 18th CEntury the office of Remembrancer, like many other
Laty offices, was offered for sale. In 1760 Mr |'.|.1:~5.1'|nz.':.|!., who was
then a Common Councilman and was to become an Alderman and
Lord Mayor, :"--.I-::I £3,600 into the Chamber for the office but a few

months later he suce L'.'u'-!.='.||'!-' ;h.-titinrl-.--.;. to surrender and for the return
of his purchase money on the ground that Me. Deputy Paterson had
been appointed to solicit a bill in Pardiament I::.mhf:'.i._' Gresham lf'.-:l”-_lgr_‘-
and Mr. Roberes had been _:I:l..'I.'IE'!.-' |,'|1'|F|r:-1.'.-,-.;] with the Remembrancer in
anu‘.hrr .||:||'.|]|-i'.ulii|:-:|. 48] |‘---'|i.|r||-'.'l:lli. [0 ||'||.- diminution of his .,':L'E:--!'n:_'ll.'l‘l
I:-l.'_l.':. and emoluments. In 1761, the Ciry Land: Committee put up the
ottice for sale for £3,000; no bidder being iound it was then put up for
{2,800 but again there were no bidders. Eventually Peter H.-.JE:r'.s
offered to Ei'r'.' ,-H"__E.li'l.“-' which was .u:l.'r.']:l!r.'J but an t-.-._.rnint_- that the
office of Register of Orphans Stock was not, as he thought, united with
the office o Remembrancer he asked to withdraw and was refunded his
purchase money. The Court of Common Council thereupon, making a
virtue of necessity, resolved that the place of Remembrancer be not
sold and that the PErson clected should not be entitled to any of the
ancient fees, gratuities or perquisites hitherto enjoyed by the Remem
brancer except the use of the Chambers at Guildhall, his bills for
business done, and the usual fee of 6s. 84d. a day during the sitting of
Pariament. Under these new terms, Peter Roberts was elecred an 7
June 1761 and remained in office until his death in 1793,
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Roberts’ successor, Timothy Tyrrell; also held ottice for many years.
In 1827 he successfully petitioned the Court of Aldermen, on the
:.;r-:_|11|||.|. of ill health and overwork, that |1i!-_-‘\-'-_-'1'~ Edward '"i!-:h'[ be
appointed his -.i-:"|111[:.'. In SWpport of his F-l__'l:ll;l.l:-n he enclosed a letter
from his medical man which is a model of its kind.

“My dear Sir,

Having been for so many years in the united capacities of friend
and Medical Adviser, had almost daily opportunities of witnessing
the state of vour health, | can have no hesitation in saying that |
have for some time past observed a visible change ansng no doubt
fram the combined effects of advancing years, long residence in
Towsn and c,_-,lmz-‘,.-_,,-,_{ "‘F'E:'II"'.“”{'F' [0 your w:"it-:'.'l.l‘_. and anxious
official duties, I am therefore decidedly of opinion that eccasional
relaxation. the air of the country and moderate and regular exercise
would be the most likely means of restoring your constitutional
powers and preserving their continuance.

[ remain, My dear Sir, etc'.

Edward Tyrrell succeeded his father in the office of Remembrancer
and his great interest in {:i_l:':. h',w-.'|_nr_'_.' and 'F:{'-;n,';lurl! made him an avid
collector of manuscr it‘=l.:~ and extracts, many of which were purclus-:d.
by the Corporation alter his death.

The Remembrancer's Bills had been the subject of prolonged and
detailed investigation in 1787 -8% and in 1818—21 and in the latter case
were referred to Arbitration. Subsequently it was decided by the Court
|;_'|+. Common Council on 12 .'";Pr” 1821 that the Remembrancer should

be paid an annual salary of £700 in licu of former charges and allowances.

This should be in respect of his general attendance at the Houses of
Parliament, his duties in relation to Addresses to the Royal Family,
Petitions to Parliament, Lord Mayor's Day and other Entertainments,
Public '['imnk,gil.insi attendance on the Coures of Aldermen and
Commeon Council and Committees and in fact all his duties other than
conducting business as solicitor in Parliament or at the Council or
Treasury Boards on behalf of the Corporation for which he was to be
paid az -;1Ih|.'r solicitars for E‘:-|.|.|!:-|.i.|.' bhodies were paid. On 20 December
1832 that part of the business conducted by r|I'J||: Remembrancer in
Parliament which was Eh.lrE:r.Lbl.{' to City's Cash was also |'|r|::-|.|E!|.l within
the scope of the annual salary which was raised on this account to

:1!:-| JHM) per annum, li'.lr||'3.' business done 111_.' him in respect of funds
created by Acts of Parliament and otherwise continued to be remuner-
ated by a system of legal charges.

One of the late 19th century Remembrancers, Chardes Henry
Robarts, brought a law suit against the Corporation. This involved much
research into the history of the office the results of which have proved
mast uieful in |.:|||3:|'.|.:|I:|3‘: this shart paper. Robarts was elected to
oifice in 1878 but in 1881 certain ..;|1.-'.!,1.'.h were made against him. The
official records are discreet to the point of obscurity but the matter
concerned some alteration in the books. It was investigated by a
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Committee of the Whole Court — a proceeding which was later much
criticised by the Master of the Rolls — which acquitted Robarts of any
dishonourable conduct but nevertheless called upon him to resign.
This he refused to do but at the next Court, u,-'hii:h was concerned with
the annual election of officers, Robarts was not re-elected. The case
which he !'lr'liil'.iglfl[ ugdi-n-‘\-[ the Caorporation was g fq:ught on any
question of misconduct but on whether the office was a frechold office
or one held from year to year subject to re-election, Robarts lost his
case and appeal, the Appeal Judges holding that since 1832 the office
had been held only subject to annual re-election. In 1885, however,
the Common Council agreed to pay him £1,600 compensation for loss
of office and that costs payable by him to the Corporation be not
enforced :JH._rim.[ him.

Little mention has been made of the duties of the Remembrancer
in relation to Ceremonial. A § members kl'll.i-'-.'i-'. the Remembrancer not
only participates personally in many civic ceremonies but also bears
much responsibility for the arrangements for ceremonial, particularly
in connection with Entertainments to Heads of State, Members of the
Royal Family and other distinguished persons, with Addresses to the
Sovereign and Royal Family, and with those civic ceremonies which are
particularly associated with the Lord Mayor such as the Sovereign's
.-’SEJ]JI-.J\-H and the Presentation, the Lord Mayor's Show and Banquet.
These re E-F-l::-ﬂf.ﬂ:li]i[il.'h Mmay be assumed to have arisen from the Eemem-
brancer's special position as intermediary between the Lord Mayor and
the {.".‘.-:]:-c:-rari-}n on the one hand and the Crown and Hil:!'h Officers of
State on the other.

Of the recent Remembrancers Sir Leslie Bowker was |_"r|'|.j]:|5. MOEe
interested in the ceremonial side of his duties than were iis redeces-
30T, l.]IJriﬂu the eventful 20 VEArS he held office he had o uﬁw:v{'
protocol on the deaths of two sov ereigns, George V and George VI, on
the abdication of Edward VIII for which there were no precedents and
the accessions and coronations of George VI and Elizabeth 11 with the
attendant State Luncheons and other celebrations. In addition he
marshalled royal freedoms, the jubilee celebrations of George V, the
usual receptions to returning Royalty, to foreign Heads of State and
the Uiftﬂl’}' -:t]ul:rrﬂir;-ns .'II'II.% |::l.|‘.l|:-e_:.-..'.i|:-n':. |_:|;|- thanks ro commanders n-F
the Forces. He enjoyed this spate of ceremonial activity and delegated
maost of the Parliamentary work to Mr. Mould, who had served him
before he came to Guildhall. Bowker was ﬂ:r‘.hrighl, practical and
powerful.

In contrast Sir Paul Davie has not.the simple practical approach of
his predecessor, his is the intellectual approach. He loves 1o expand an
discuss at length, to worry a problem until he has torn it to shreds. His
deliberate words always suggest mature thought drawn from the depths
of a profound official memory, but his opinions of what is opportune
and advice on what is practicable, |::.|!|-u|:':i;|]|}- in Parliament, are Eiven
with force. His tall figure, cultured voice and measured stride command
attention, He is sometimes unconventional, mingling courtier and
country squire. To me he is the reincarnation of ear y literary
Femembrancers.
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REMEMBRANCERS

Thomas Morton
No appomiiment
Giles Fletcher, D.C.L,
Clement Edmonds
William Dyos
Robert Bacon
Thamas Wiseman
No appaintrent
Thomas Skinner
William Pullen
John Hind
John Topham
John "Jr'ri.ght
Richard |.':!1'_|:|I.|'-||1|I:
_'|-::||'1n E.igh:ﬂ:m
Leorge Dalton
John Burrowes
Edward Manning
Richard Brawne
{:L"llrgl: I-.:'!.:".'
Richard, later Sir Richard, Dearam
(Dearham)
.."|.|_'|r.1|1.1rr| L.'l.q':'ki'.‘ :_{_.|.1r]-.|::-
John Sandsford
William Bellamy
John _||.:-|'|1:|.-.-:1|1
John Preston
John Lethieullier
William Hamilton
Richard Cheslyn
Brass Croshy
Peter Roberts
Timothy Tyrrell
Edward Tyrrell
William Corrie
Charles Henry Robarts
Gabriel Prior, later Sir Prior, fh:-h:lnf}'
Adrian Donald Wilde Pollock (later
Chamberlain)
Col. Herbert Stuart Sankey
John Bridge Aspinall
Leslie, later Sir Leslie, Cecil
Blackmore Bowker
Paul, larer Sir Paul, Christopher
Davie

Geolfrey Arden Peacock
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