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STATEMENT BY JOHN JOSEPH SCOLLAN,

18, St. Jogeph's Evenus, Drumcondra, Dublin,

I ﬁame:fram.ﬁérry to Dublin in 1911. Prlor to this
the 4,0.H. Amerioan Alliance had held a conference in
Dundalk and I came to Dublin as National Director. In
thelcunstitution of the American counterpart of the A.C.H.

.American Alliance we found provision for an organisation |

of a military nature. This comprised one Company of men
organisa;i on a milli\talry basis in.'eauh Division. At this
time there were three Divisions of the Order in Dublin.
The "Red Hand"™ in Pearse Street, "Clann na-Gael" '.11::
Parliament Street and "O'Connell” Division in Rathfarnham.

I decided to organlise a Company in each Divislon to
be known as Hibernian Rifles which mrreépondeﬂ to the
Americen organisation. I started a unit in each Division
and succeeded in getting about twenty men to join in each.
These wers all highl‘y selected men. At this time the
total numbers of members of t._he Divisions were 80, 100 and
150 appruxim&tal;f:' 80 that a ﬁnit of 20 men was a 5cod
beginning. ?

This tock place in the years 1912 end 1915. We had
no arms at this 1:1.1::551.r Hawe*'{ar, we wers lucky 1.11 having
plenty of Instructors available in the nature of ex-British
Army men and were able to do an amount of Fowt Drill and
tra‘ininé, of that nature. At the time of the big lah-::ur.
tmthea'aomcnly known as the big "Lock Qut™ in 1913 most -
of our memhers were eonneéteti with the different
industries affected. I appealed to the Branches of the
4.0.H, American Alliance ‘in the United States for funds to
help ocur m embe rs . I received from the American Braﬁches
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over one _thous_anﬂ dollars. This helped to augment the
Strike pay of our members and we wers able to give them

twelve to fifteen shillings per wesek.

During this dispute Captain White and Jim Larkin
started the Citlizen Army. Carson's Yolunteers were now .
going strong in the North of Ireland. I wrote i:-:: |
America asking the nrgani&at.ion there to supply us with
arms. They did not supply us with any and all we
received from them of a military nature was a supply of
Text Books (American Military) which were not of much
use to us. We improvi.sad brocin handles to act as

rifles and with these we practised alming at Targets.

We lost ‘some men to the Citizen Army when that

organisation was started. When the Labour dispute of
1913 was set.t.léd and Carson's Volunteers were going ahead
in the North there was an amount of raaaﬁon prevalent
and a feeling abroad that somsthing in the nature of a
counteraction should take place and this resulted in
rac:ruit.ipg for our Units bammiﬁg much easler. By this
time our orgaenisation had branches in Derry, South
Armagh, Dingle% Cork, Belfast, -Castlebar and aom o ther
places, ‘These were all small Iand none of _them was

ever stronger tham 30 or 35,

When the Irish Volunteers were started in November
1913, certain membors of the Executive Committee of that
organisation were not acceptable to our members as they

had taken a prominent part in the Labour dispute on the

 "Masters" side. Some of our membars did, however, join

the Volunteers.

.The constitution of the Hibernlan Riflés did not bar
anyone from joining. It was a aemi-pﬁblic organisation
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open to all religions of all natures. -1t was, however,

highly selective. We remained a distinct and separats
organisation from the Irish Volunteers. A big proportion

of our members did not want any connection or co-operation
with the Volunteers. In fact we did not want them and

they diﬁ. not want us. . Parsonally I alwa.gs felt that we

. should co-operate with the Volunteers. Thomas McDonegh,

4

who was very prominent in Volunteer circles, was also

anxj.uua. to have the Hibernian Rifles assoclated with the
Iri sh Volunteers.

By 1914 we had secured a few rifles by purchasing
them from British soldiers. When the 1914 War wroke out
the British, Army Reserviats did whlat they were told by
John' Redmond and the Parliamentary Party, and at his

" bidding joined the Eritish Amy. This did not, however,

affect our strength very much. There was a Division of
the Enniskillen Fusiliers stationed .111 Dollymount outslde
the Cilty and from t:.ham we were abla to purchase about 100
rifles. wa paid about £5 for each ri fle. Tha British
troops- wara very badly pald at this tima and wera glad to
sell their rifles to get some money.

Some. time during 1915 James Connélly came to me and
informed me .-that he had information that the British wan‘
building "Q" ships in the yards in Belfast. He wanted to
get this informatlorn to the German Ambassador in the
Uni ted Stataé'anﬂ had decided to ‘send his aaﬁgptar, Nora,
to the States t'.:';\ inform the Ambassedor thers. He had no

L

money to pay for her passage and he asked me %o give him

£30. .TI said if I gave him the money I would have to show

something for 1% in the accounts of our funds, T knew

at this time that Connolly had a number of Italian rifles

on hand for the Citizen Amy. The rifles were of a
- /Service
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Service pa'ttarn but wai'e'of little use as no ammunition
was available for them. Connolly -agreed to give ms
thirty of these rifles for which I gave him 230. Miss
| G&nﬁully got to Ameriea and deliversd her message, tha
Tasult :baing that the "Q" ships were not the big succesaa

thet was expocted.

At this time we had lost a number of our men %o
the Irish Volunteers. The Volunteer Force was more
attractive as they had uniforms. We had not uniforms
. and 4id not iobk favourably on the wearing of uniform. |

The sgplit in the T;Toluntaera did not affect the
Hibernian Rifles. - We .had now secured a hall 1n-
Skipners Alley for the Pearse Streatinivision. We also
secured a big hall in 28 North Frederick Street and this
became the Headquarters for the rifles in the city'aﬁa.
We a'lso started a papér called the "Hibernian™. The.
National Board of the A.0.H. American Alliance were
supposed. Lo control the rifles but in fact I did all the
mnt;ﬁlltn‘g and direction. When J.J, Walsh was
expelled from ‘Gork and came to -Duhliﬁ he was appocinted
Vice-Commandant of the Rifles.

Each Company elected its own officers and Non- -
Commissioned Officers. This was on the American model.
I will supply you with a list which gives the roll for

mobilisation on Easter Suanday 1916 which gives the names
of the officers. In addition to the rifles we had

secured we now also seq:n-:g?":tﬂuzqn shot guns. We had
long and short pattern Lee Bnfield rifles. We mde a
special filling for &ariridges for the shot gﬁns. This
consi sted of three lead tags of mall bags fitted into the
cartridge instead of the ordinary shot or pellets. We
also accumulated an amount of ammunition for the Lee
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Enfield rifles. Most of this was made by ourseives.

" We managed to get or purchase blank ammunitlon from
Bf:'cf.iéh goldiers aﬁd,tlﬁsa were fitted with lead bullets
which we made., These bullets wers not coated with nickel
oT -chrr.:;m. %Ye also made some canister gfanadaa. We

nad no other type of explosives.

At the time urjﬂ.'nunuvan Rossa's funeral the
Hibernian Rifles paraded one hundred and fifty strong
with fifty 1111'155. Connolly end I were in close
assoctation aml through him I understood it was intended
to have an insurrection but I had no idea of when it
wouﬁ take place. There were no overtures to nme b;r‘ any
of the leaders of the Irish Volunteers to join them or

co-operate with them,

On Baster Sunday the Hibernian Rifles paraded as
usual in North Frederick Street. I had seen the Sunday
psper which contained McNeill's cancellation order. IWa
carried out nur usual routine training on that date.

- Apart frum HcHaill'a orders to the Irish Volunteers I had
a feeling that there was something serious afoot and I
therafore ordered our units to ‘agaln psrade on Egsjt.er
Monday. At 12 a.m. on Easter Mundaj' I was at the hall
in Frederick Stréet and had ebout sixty men there. When
the information came. that the Volunteers had seized the
" G.P.0. the men were anxious to know what they should . do.
I addressed them-and told them that as far as I knew
this fight which was just Startiﬁg was unoffiocial, but
as it had started we should join _’in and take our place
An 1¢. At the same time I sald that if any man did not
wigh to volunteer for the ficht he was at liberty to go

homs .
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About thirty men elected to join im the fight.

This party were all armed. I sent word to Connolly
that I was ready w!.t.h assistence when he required it amd
asking for orders. He sent ms a maa'aaga which said he
was very glad to get mlne and ins tru_cﬁt;g me to si:.a_*.r,;r
where. T was and await orders. We secured suppliea._nr
food by ccmmar;ﬂéaring from the local shops. At 4 pum,

I agaln sent a message to Connolly asking him to give us

.some thing to do as my men were getting uneasy. I

suggested I should occupy Leavy's Public House at the
junction of Upper Dorset Street and Blessington Street.

Connolly agaln sent me & message to stay where I was.

At 12 p.m. that night I got omers. from Connolly to
proceed to the G.P.0. with my perty. When I got there
the first orders I got were to break amd barrieade all
the upper windows. The 0'Hahilly instructed me to do
this. ™I also saw Connolly there. VWhen we were
finished with the bdarricading of fha_ windows we got some

rest. A% 6 a.m. on Tuesday I received orders to get
over to the Exchange Hotel in Parlisment Street.. We

proceeded via the Metal or Halfpenny -Bridge = aiéhtaan of
my men and nine Maynooth men. Incidentally the toll

‘man was still on duty on the Bridge and tried to colleot

the halfpenny toll from ua. HNeedlsas to say he did not
get it. No attempt was ever made to collect tells on
the bridge again. En route we. passed the Tele phone
Ezch&-nge and I never could understand why it was not
taken as 11.;. only hed a small guard of British soldiers.
The British afterwards paild tribute to the assistance
this was to them in quashing the Rebellion. We prbcaaﬂed
through the west end of Fleet Street and Cranes Lane.

' ' . . - [We
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We went on to Shortalls beside thgiﬁxchange Hotel and
there we foumd. two men using the telephone. These men
had been in touch with the l.‘iurragh Camp. Sean Milroy
took up the telephone and by listening got good informa-
tion regarding the movements of the British troops which
wss conveyed to Headquarters at the G.P.0. t;y Milroy.

Ve.got into the Egehange Hotel and on to the roof.
At this time some of the Volunteers were supposed to be
trapped in the Evening Mail Office and in the City Hell.
We found that the City Hall was oc-cup?led b;,r British
apldiers and we engaged them by fire. 1In the afﬁarmnn
units of the Irish Fusiliers and Enniskilling Fusiliers
advanced to storm our position and were met by a fusilade
from our shot-gun .men and Rifles. | They were actua.lly
slaughtered ‘by our fire. Twenty-three or four of them
were killed or seriously wounded. . I was on the roof
near & chimney when a bullet caught Edward Walsh, opne of
our men, and literally tore his stomach out. He dled
that avaning,}. Some time in the year 1924, 1925, 1926 or
1927 I csntributad an article to the Sunday Independent
giving an account of this engagement. This was a much

more detailed account as my memory was much fresher then.

At about 4.30 p.m, that evening we received orders
to retire to the G.F.0. .4 remarkable thing ﬁbout this
was the sudden change in the condwe t of the inhabitants
of the locality towards us. When proceeding frcﬁ the
G.P.0. to t".he Exchange Hotel the people were hostlle
towards us - now they wers sympathetic and helped us to
gar.. back. On the way back to the G.FP.0. two of aur_me"n
were taken prisoners; they must have got data-ched. from th
main body and wandered into the British outpoa'jas around

Dams Street.
/We
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We remained at the G.P.0. that ;ﬁght. | Things. were
pratﬁy quiet there except for "sniping" which was- going
on all the time. That night Connolly asked me to go to
the Coliseum Theatre which was at the rear 011' the G.F.O.
and finﬂ-out if tickets had been issued for a party of -
British officers to go into the t.h%qtre. The nérataitar
was still there and he informed nB.that nﬁthing of the
sort had taken place. I conveyed this information to |

Connolly,

By Wednesday the British had begun to encirele the
oity and to close the gaps in their ring. . Conditlons
“were still pretty bad in the G.P.0. When we got some
rest we slept on the floors. We got soms Tood which was
not bad considering the clrcumstances. Wednesday was a
comparatively quiet day. 0}; Thursday morning Connelly
asked me to go up to the Broadstone Station and find out
what conditions were like .thera.' I proceeded there and
when going up the steps to the Sf&tian I was challenged
by a British sentry. I was taken into the Station and
questioned by a British officer. I told him I was a
stranger in Dublin and I wanted to find my way about. He
made me a prisoﬁar and had me confined in a room in the
Station. The following day I was brought to Ship Street
Barracks. I was kept there for eight days .in military
custody. .No bedding was supplied to me and food consisted
of Bullly Beef, hard biscuits ,a:.juﬂ tea. I was next brought
to Arbour Hill and from there to the Richmond Barracks,
In the Richmond Barracks I was first brought to the
Gymnasium and searched and from there to a Barrack room
which was numbered "L 4%, In that room, which was very
crowded with prisoners, were Sean D'Mahnnasr,l Sean T.
0'Kelly (now Fresidenmt), Joe Murray, William 0'Brien and
Tom Foran. . '
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T saw McDermott being picked out of a ﬁarada of
prisoners by Detectives. We were next taken %o
Wandsworth Prison tfavalling by Cattle Boat to England
and kept in solitary confinement for ten days. Foold was
p:::or, being the usual prison fare and.nx:W, War rations as

well., About July 1916 I was transferred to Frongoch.

T was also taken before the Sgnkey Commission. Conditions

in Frongoch were generally good. We were allowed

complete freedom within the Camp. We cooked our own food

and there was also a canteen where extras could be

purchased apd there were ample facilitiea for recreation

and education. I was Camp Treasurer. I had trouble with

the Camp Adjutant (British). to get him to produce a
Balance Sheet for the canteen :E‘::om which I knew we were ‘
due a considerable sum as rebate. On the 30th October
the Adjutant informd me that be had the Balance Sheet

ready and on the following day I was transferred to

Reading Jail. I handed over to Mick Collins and informed

nim of the position regarding the Balance Sheet and Rebate.

I was released ¢n Christmas Eve 1916 and came back to

Dublin. There was a devlded change im the outlook of the

people now. Whereas they were hostile to us when we were

baing deported, they ware now friendly and sympathetlc.

Signed: __ Jfkmn J M

Date: A= a5 49

-Witness: %MW/M

Date: _ 9% %f fw/ﬁ
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