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L - - l  U n o l t e r e dF  A l t e r e d

D E S C R T B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R T c T N A L  ( i f  k n o w n )  P H y S T c A L  A p p E A R . A N C =

The Grand Is land Carneg ie  L ib rary  i s  an  exqu is i te  example  o f  a
smal l  I ib ra ry  bu ' i ld ing  executed  in  the  Neo-Class ica l  Rev iva l  s ty le  o f
archi tecture so popular  in  Nebraska dur ing the ear ly  20th century.

The bu i ld ing ,  bas ica l l y  a  two-s to ry  s t ruc tu re  w i th  the  main  f loor
on the second leyel ,  measures BB feet by 132 feet and r ises approxjmate' ly
20  fee t  above grade.  Const ruc t ion  is  o f  18  inch  th ick  p ressed br ick
I . /a l ls  wi th the second f loor  supported by cast  i ron columns and f i re
coated steel  beams. The exter ior  is  t r inmed r , / i th  stone,  terra cot ta,
and molded pressed br ick .  The low h ipped roo f  i s  covered w i th  s la te
rv i th  t j l e  h ip  ro l l s  and  the  who le  topped  w i th  copper  c res t ing .  The
f ron t  (nor th )  facade re in fo rces  the  symmet ry  o f  the  p1an.  The c lass i -
cai ly  symmetr ical  facade r ises above the part t 'a ' l  basement on a h igh base
0f  rust i  cated ibr i  ck.  l l l i  de steps I  ead monurnental  ly  through the stone
Ion ic  co lumns to  the  doub le  doors  o f  the  main  en t rance on  the  upper
leve l .  0 rna te  i ron  gr i l lework  adorns  the  doors  and t ransom f igh t  o f
the entrance.

Through the  en t rance ves t ibu le  o f  the  or ig ina l  bu i ld ing  r re re  the
lobby  and the  rna in  desk .  Beh ind  the  desk  was the  rece iv ing  and s to rage
area fo r  the  book  s tacks .  To  e i ther  s jde  o f  the ' l  obby  were  the  eas t
and west  read' ing rooms. The basement of  the or ig inal  s t ructure r . /as
used for  s torage,  work rooms, df id lecture room, wi th the boi ler  room
in  a  separa te  s t ruc tu re  to  the  rear  o f  the  lo t .  The in te r io r  f in ishes
consi  s ted ef  p l .astbr  or i  br i  ck wal  I  s  wi  th c l  assi  cal  ly  deta i  led corni  ces,
hardwood and ceramic t i le  f loors and hardwood t r im.  The main feature
o f  the  lobby  was ' the  s ted l  co lumns w i th  an  im i ta t ion  marb le  f in ish .

The bu i ld ing  today  re ta ins  i t s  o r ig ina l  charac ter  and in tegr i t y
on  the  ex ter io r .  The bu i ld ing  is  in  good repa i r  w i th  the  en t rance
s teps  and a  por t ion  o f  the  copper  c res t ing  the  on ly  i tems in  an  obv ious
s ta te  o f  d i s repa i r .

The  in te r io r  o f  the  bu i ld ing  has  been  s t r ipped  o f  a l I  i t s  non-
permanent  features and is  present ly  be ' ing converted to an adapt ive use
as  a  mus ic  conserva tory  and pr iva te  res idence.
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The  impor tance  o f  the  pub f i c  ) ib ra ry  as  a  cu l tu ra l  i ns t j t ,u t ion  i s
an  unden iab le  fac t  to  most  0 f  the  to i rns  and c i t ies  in  Nebraska.  Grand
Is land is  n0  except jon .  The board  0 f  d j rec to rs  met  fo r  the  f j rs t  t ime
in  1884 and made the i r  f i r s t  book  se lec t ions  tha t  same year .  The
l jb rary ' i t se l f  moved f rom p1 ace to  p iace  0n  a  shor t  te ! "m has is  un t i l
1889 when space in  the  neu/  C i ty  Ha l l  ' das  found.  I i  t ^ tasn ' t  un t i l  February
0f  1902 that  a io int  meet ing of  the L ibrary Board and ihe Cr i ty  Counci l
decided to devise a p ' l  an for  the maintenance of  a ner^t  Publ ic  L ibrary
Bu j ld ing .  The c i ty  agreed to  levy  the  sum o f  $2 ,000 fo r  ma in tenance
and suppor t  o f  a  l ib ra ry  p rov ided the  L ib rary  Board  secured a  donat ion
o f  $20 ,000  fo r  the  bu i ld ing .

By Apri l  of 1902 the board had accepted an offer from Andrew Carnegi
for  the sum of  $20,000.  The bcard soon bggan to confer  wi th the top
arch i tec tu ra l  f i rms in  L inco ln  and 'Omaha and found Ty le r  &  Son o f  L inco ln
to  be  " the  bes t  and most  re l jab le . "  The board  unan imous ly  e lec ted  them
archi tects on June 28,  7902.  One month later  fu ' lans wer€i  ieceived'by
the  board  fo r  cons idera t ion .  I t  was  dec ided,  i t  th is  t ime,  tha t  tha
bu i ld ing  wou ld  be  made one- f i f th  sma l le r  to  a l low fo r  mon ies  to  f i re -
proof  the bui ld ing.  Gomplete construct ion documents were then prepared
and b ids  were  rece ived in  l4arch  o f  1903 w i th  Fa l ldor f  and K ' i  rchke
sel  ected contractors .  Ground was broken Apr i  1 27,  1903,  L^, i  th  Pres j  dent
Theodore  Rooseve l t  a t tend ing .  F ina l  acceptance o f  the  bu i ld ing  was in
Decembern 1905.

The bu i ]  d ing  was comple ted  a t  a  cos t  0 f  $ t9 ,OO0 wi th  $1 ,OOO for
the  a rch i tec ts '  fees .  The  bu i ld ing  exh ib i ted  the  f ines t  o f  des ign
sk i l l s  and  workmansh ip  a t  the  t ime.  Today  i t  s t i l l  s tands  as  an  exce l len
example  o f  the  sma l l  Carneg ie  L ib ra ry  and  Grand  Is land 's  f i r s t  pub l i c' l i b ra ry  bu i ld ing .  '
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1905 view of north and west façades taken near completion 

Photo credit: Leschinsky, Grand Island – Grand Island Public Library 
 
 
 
 

 
View of main entrance (north) façade 

Photo by D. Murphy, NSHS, Nov 1974 (7411/18:6) 



 
General view of west and south facades 

Photo by D. Murphy, NSHS, Nov 1974 (7411/18:16) 
 

 
 

Detail of main (north) entry, showing double doors with iron grille-work 
Photo by D. Murphy, NSHS, Nov 1974 (7411/21:23) 



 
Detail view of stone work at main (north) entrance, base of jamb, looking east 

Photo by D. Murphy, NSHS, Nov 1974 (7411/18:12) 
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