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Our coter caption this month features @ fine
actiar shot of Apprentices from AAS Naas
umder tactical imstruction from Sgt John
Loughran (pointingl, The photograph was
taker by LY Share Fehy ond subsmitied with 2
query “when does An Cosantair intend run

ning 2 photographic compelilion again -
Fopefully, before the end of 1990 15 owr inlen-
tiow and we are investigating the possibility
of acquiring sponsorship for such a competi-
tiom at the moment. More later. Incidentally
the Steyr Rifle is mow inn use ai Dewry Bhs,
INaas. e Editor

INFORMATION -
INFORMATION

An Cosantoir often reccives
requests from overseas and home
subscribers, researchers and
authors for back issues of certain
magazines and photocopies of
particular articles published over
the years. Due to the very limited
staff available here, it is not possi-
ble to meet these demands with
any degree of efficiency or proper
response. We wish to point out
that 16mm microfilm, 35mm
microfilm, 105mm microfiche and
article copies arc available
through University Microfilms
International, 300 North Zeeb
Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan
568106. Other closer avenucs for
acquiring material previously
published in An Cosantair are
Cork City Library, who have
copies of all issucs of our maga-
zine since its inception on 27 Dec
1940; Milltary Archives, Cathal
Brugha Bks; and the Military
Caollege Library. If all else fails
then contact Sgt T. Hudson and we
will do our best tu mest your
demand.
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Fresh from the Sea

Ohur nextissue of An Cosantolr should be different. The feature article will be
written by Ms Arlene Carr, pu;lum:l above, a final year studemt at E'.h_.m]irl
City Univarsity, placed with An Cosantoir for a four week work experience
programme a5 pan of her studies for a Communications degree
With the permission of Commodore J. A. Deasy, FOCNS, Arlena joined
LE Deirdre for a seven day off-shore patrol off the Wit coast. The Captain of
LE Deirdre, Lt Cdr G. O'Donoghuse, welcomed this additional member 1o the
Ship's Company. Arlene proved to be a super gailor. OI mum-'!hﬁr is more
10 work experience with An Cosantoir than patrolling off the West coast!
Arlene's final assignment will be to design and lay out the May 199 issuo
of our magazine. Our experience, 0 far. laads us to believe that this task will
e well within her capalnlities.
The Editor

April 1990




| Members of the unit pictured practising assault & covermg techniques

In the early to mid seventies the increase in Inte
many of our European Partuers establishe
The Munich Massacre of 1972 had highligh

Kidnapping in 1976 of Dutch industrialist
lem had also arrived on our

and in Eum_pc,

Mission

The Army Ranger Wing Organises
traint and remains on call 1o }#r!’urrr;
fasks of & specialised nature in 3id 1o
the civil power, in assittance to the
commumity and in conventiona) oper-
1.1mm A3 can be seen from this
visision the unit's role Is diverse and

broad and is designed 1o cater for g
oventualitles.

Organisation/Command

The nermal milltary ch

Ain of come.
mand .;F'.:-' Lum

e with adminfst
. Tative
-.1:\-;.;um.|rv and of

uperatwnal contral

1 that you cannot deal with
mal police or military resources.

of expertise in weapons and ma
ommending to the Minister tha
was accepted and the Army Ra

T dﬂi?rS!Ep.

buing exercised by the Com i

Oificor of the unityjn the nunnn‘lgrilﬁ
The unit comes directly under the
control of the Chief of Staff and s
Organised into a Wing HQ, an
Administrative Detachment, a num-
Ber of Operational Platoons and a
support Detachmen,

Tl'-n‘lining

ARW HINIng is continuously geared
l:lm'.mit the Mission with a p:xrticu!nr
;:::pl:-:u:w;ﬁ?? physwn]l fitness and
nwm'mrs_-, fr! Is. The unit recruits its

L om volunteers from any

Alt photos: Armn |, Daly

Army Ranger Wing - 10 Years in Existence

mational Terrorism was such that
d special units to deal with Terrorist Acts.
ted the need for such units in Furope. The
Dr. Tiede Herrema indicated that the prob-
The general experience had been, both here
kidnapping or hostage situations using nor-
There was a need for special skills and a higher degree
rksmanship. The Military Authorities responded by rec-
ta Spf-:‘m! unit should be formed, This recommendation
nger Wing was activated on the 16th March 1980.

Corps or Service within the
Permanent Defence Force. The selec-
tion process takes three months. The
vohinteers initially undergo a four
week selection course; thereafter they
join a training platoon. Less than 20%
of all candidates succeed in making
the grade. .
Initzal training concentratés on indi-
vidual skills, such as fitness, unarmed
combat, weapons and navigation.
Thereafter a wide range of spucialist
skills arc taught. The wide range of
military skills thus developed ensures
that the Army Ranger Wing is capable
of being highly flexible and indepen-

anmmimition was used.

dent when required to respond Lo any
developing situation in conventional
warfare or in awd to the civil power.

Equipment

Since its inception the unit has pur-
chased small quantitics of specialist
equipment and weapons necessary o
facilitate the accomplishment of any
mission it might be assigned. This
equipment is designed 1o provide the
ARW with the most effective means
of dealing with terrorists in any af the
likely situations in which they might
become involved. Personnel are
armed from an array of weaponry,
which includes the H&EK family of
weapons. Equipment In service
worldwide is monitored and the
ARW, apart from developing new lac-
tical ideas, keep weapon dovelop-
ments under constant observation
New equipment, weapons, and
means developed for an increasing
miljt..jr}' market worldwide, are tested
by the unit as they appear. )

The unit trains and operates in
relative secrecy in order to protect
the identities of persunnel and also
to conceal the tactics and techniques
that may be emplayed to counlter ter-
rorism. The very knowledge that a
highly trained and mutivated unit
exists should be a deterrent in itself.
The question is often asked "how do
you calculate its deterrent value?
which may be answered as follows:-
“it is better te have and not need
than te need and nol have™.

ARW MOTTO

"GLAINE AR GCROI
NEART AR NGEAG
BEART DE REIR AR

MBRIATHAR.

April 1930
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ARW use a wide range of training facilities. Our uniglie photograph dep

iets menthers of the Unit assaulting ome such purpose built facility. Lioe

Amphibious Capability

The ARW enjoys a close relationship with the Naval Service and all Rangers
are trained Marines, Initial Seamanship, including Diver training is conducted
at the Naval Base, Haulbowline. Seamanship truning is designed to provide
Rangers with the knowledge and skills to integrate smoothly with life on
board NS vessels, This is followed by further tactical training in the application
of these skills. These Marine trained personnel, along with Rangers specially
trained as Combat Divers and Small Boat Specialists, frequently undergo exer-
cises such as:

% Ship to Shore Raids.

+ Infiltration /Exfiltration in a water environmeént,
%  Assaults

# Underwater Demolitions.

; o ; . 4
ARW Divers have performed many operations in aid 1o the civil power an
have also pmvidadifﬁh-lam to the community. A close relationship has been
developed with the Garda Sub-Aqua Unit

Parachuting

i i f the
Since the formation of the ARW, parachuting has been recognised as one of th
cnnn?ulemmts of the unit training syllabus. It is seen by new miembers as an ini-
tiation rite of acceptance into the unit, whereby all new personnel must com-
plete a minimum of five static liné jumps. The parachute course provides the
unit with a valuable rapid deployment capability and enables pm-un:ncl who
show an aptitude to progress to Free-Fall status and further specialise in
e made by parachutists within the ARW in the past two to three
years has been substantial.

Sniping

ithi Army Ranster Wing lics extremely high on the extensive list
ilmmh:;rmmnﬂ! T!E:mnpu?'a training, combined with the Inherent
accuracy of his rifle, firmly establishes him as a valuable addition to the means
available to the unit to achieve jis mission. The sniper must _b-n an expert
marksman, sssing comprehensive training in marksmanship technigues
and a high degree of weapan handling skill. A high level of motivation; allled

tence. determination, sel{-confidence and control are his hallmarks, He
Lﬁrm be self-reliant and able to work as part of a small team for long periods of
time in both conventional warfare and counter-berrorist roles.




't Terry Wearen, dressed for ghooting with his

..:'lrr_'-:i’:ur: 2001 Turget Air Rifle, pictured al praciice in the NWA Gym at Blackheath B, Clontarf,

Focus on Pte Terry Wearen and Small Bore Shooting

Report & photographs by Sgt T. Hudson

Small Bore shooting iz an Olympic
Sport in which thene are three disci-
plines

®  Target Air Rifle - Standing, Fired
it 10m range at a target with a
l, @ hit on which scores

Smim

ots

® 21 Targoet Rifle - Prone. Fired a1

S at a ton ring target, each ring

measunng 105mm I

Both the above practices are
sored an sixty shots)

L ] 2 IT.l'::,-."!' Rifle -

3 Position, ie
Standi

g. Kneeling & Prone
t 50m over a 3 by 40 shot

special wrget rifles, which must
Hm o negulations laid down by
the Intemaiional =hoating Union, are
ed. The Ale Bifle is of 177 calibre
ind fires I
The 7

A fingle wad culter pellet,
runé fifle is a bolt action, sin
and fires sland
(L

td velocity
COUTsL, theme ame var-
I ammunition available
hich the by ual i
e et quality s the most
Wl | 1 .
X 4..-‘ : approx £10.00 per 100

4%, Choice of ammunition iz
rmined by testing

¥ d o Jui

nder controlled « B Vanous types

nirolied conditions to o

Vanety prodiuces the

gEmups. Tha

i W

Wi

tghtest
el -
wical lest 15 10 send the

rifle to an ammunition manufacturing
plant where it is ‘bench tested'. Each
batch of amn contains about 25,000
rounds, Production batches vary in
quality, etc., and several sample
reuneds are fired to determine the best
patch and match for the rifle's unique
characteristics, Three position shoot-

o e 47 PROUC3raph shotos the concenirs.
! '_. SeE Zn 2ives sorie i ¥
sight am the air rifle ea of the rear

ing takes place with a 22 Frn‘-* Rifle
This is a single shot bolt action =an'{
less restricted by regulations ‘5*3“:
prone rifle. All rifles used in *-_I‘ﬂr’!:!
bore shooting have a standard 515!-]?-'_
ing system. The front sight has 2 &
cular element and the rear sight is an
aperture sight which is ﬂd‘,UﬂEf-‘]"-jFl':
windage and elevation. The h"h'-"i
are all circular with scoring fing
from one to ten and thus the bul
when viewed through the S’Ehj"
appears as a black dot inside a e
within another circle. ;

Specialiet clothing and 'fﬂ“‘Pi":"r:
is required - the most basic be (ﬁ".
glove, jacket, trouscrs, bnﬂ“-‘nmi n:g
glasses, sling, hand stop. 5p i
scope and stand and a shootin ©
The Air Rifle discipline FL“-']“'“'H s
least amount of equipment “::d ihe
shot in the standing position ar et
target is returned to the shoote it
vach shot, by muans of an aubor
target changer.

There are four AT
Dublin and two in the So
country, Of the Dublin ““:ht e
two are open o ml‘l'rlb"ﬁ‘]ﬂfha a.ﬁ-' far
eral public; the other twot u'hc‘“-' are
University Students, and ¢ huh it
Fassarocs Shooting Club: “hcut'“"
based in Dalkey and Ilhl.‘i‘ ot
Target Air Rifle Club which 18 :

ap Cosani®d

: t
Rifte Club® !

yuth of the
bs, Onl¥

More usual employment jor Ple Wearen in the Workshaps of I Grn 55T Ciry.

al  the MNatiopnal Wheelchair
Association Gymupasium in Clontarf
Fassaroes Shooting Club has a perma-
nent air rifle range and the Mhoenix
manages by setting up their tempo-
rary range each Monday night in the
NWA Gym. The situation is much
more satisfactory in the South and is
of direct military interest in that the 5
Comd Target Shooting Society, which
has I'DF and FCA members, is local-
ed at Sarsficld Bks. The members here
have several military range facilities
available to them and consequently
some of the bost shols in the country
can be found down South, in
Mitchelstown and Limerick.

Pre Terry Wearens interest, or pas
sion, in small bare shooting devel-
oped gradually. He enlisted in Nov
1979 at Casement Acrodrome and fol-
lowing initial training wos employed
on general duties. He later applied
for, and was successful in hn:::n:g
Flaced on, a Basic MT Fitters Course
to be run at Clancy Bks. At the end of
this three year Course he graduated
as a Pwe Fitter and was pﬁ'.-lt"d w4 Rd
S&T Coy at Columb Bks, Mullingar in
1953, In 1985 he joined the W Comd
Target Shooting Socicty based in the
barracks. His initial interest was in
the Webley Super-Match Air Rifle and
he boecame actively involved in intoer-
nal com |_n_-'.i!iun at Novice level,

Chverseas service with 57 Inf B
(UNIFIL) beckoned but by the time Fiee
had rotated back to Mullingar the W
Comd Club was defunct. In Jan 1986
he read an article in ‘Shooting News’
on the Phoonix Club and decided to
get involved in the sport again. He
pined the Club as a Class [ Shooter
and soon after purchased his own
proper Mateh Kifle, an Original 75HV.
{'mh;.l-_'iing in Club compotitions with
hoenix in Dublin, Limenck and
Mitchelstown brought imitial success
He was rogularly placed and soon
broke the 500 'P_u:'[;t barrier for the
Hret time = the max scone is oF Coume
00 poings, Club invalvoment necossi-
tated regular travel from Mullingar
and the obvious solution was to ﬂ}‘}“:"
for a posting to 2 Grn 5&T Coy in
McKee Bks, The posting came
through tn Sep 1986 and by this time
Aprnil 1590

Terry had been upgraded from a
Class D to a Class C shot. The next
month saw him selected to compete
in the British Open Championships o
be held in Cardiff. This first taste of
international (umqulhir:n, with over
2,000 entrants from all over the world
involved, saw him finishing just out-
side the top twenty in the Class Ccat-
egnry - & very creditable first attempt
Over the next two years or so his hie
changed considerably in that he mar-
ricd Cenia, became a father, was
upgraded from Class C to Class Bin
the Air Rifle discipline, became a
Class A shot in the 22 Rifle Three
I'osition discipline and travelled to
Cardiff again - where he and his wife
Genia both competed, a month after
the birth of their son, Terry was
placed in the top fifteen in Class B at
the British Open Championship, In
1989 Terry had achieved a dogree of
consistency with the 22 rifle that mar-
ited his Inclusion in the Mational
Squad. His involvement in the British
Open Championships in Cardiff that
vear was limited to two events - fi yds
and 10 metres, In the former he took
second place in the Individual Shot
and fifth overall on aggregate, ln the
latter discipline he reached sixth posi-
tion on aggregate. This showing

Pee Terry Veeanm, on right, and ki uif

cnire. Lo srrnes om the MNariosal Tarpet Shaotim
thiz counfry e Wil Dhrector of Coach
tves trmatimal coack m Irelond. She has &l dis

meant that he had meached the quali-
f:\-‘i“& seore for inclusion in the Irish
Clymypic Elite panel squad.

Training for and involvement at
that level demands the best equip-
ment and utter dedication to the
sport, Asa first '_.h_'i‘! Tt v tradied In
his old air rifle and purchased at a
cost of E740.00 an Anschutz 2001
Rifle. It was also necessary 1o make a
further outlay of £1500.0K approx on
additional equipment such as cloth-
ing, attachments and training aids, At
thig time he is 2 member of two of the
three Mational Squads in exidlence i
- Air Rifle and .22 Three Position, Just
|,'|'_.!_ ||:||_|||'I'|| hl_"' t:’.‘l'\.'1'-5'|ﬁ.'i oy Manchesier
to compete, for the first time with his
nirw ritle, in the Bntish Air Weapons
Championships, He came 15th overall
out of 40 entrants but took a silver
medal qualification in the sports
grading system

And what of his long torm ambi-
tion? When | asked him, he replied,
forthright and determined "to make
the ':H?."r:ll."ll_ Games in 1996 and 1o
win'. To do so requires practice and
compuetition at International ev
ensure qualification. Qualific
means comsisten! minimum S50Tes O

at least 570 points at recognised
shoots, Terry is presently shooting on
average 340 but he hopes to lose the
Eap considerable in the near futur
with hit new rifle. 1f he is successful
hie will then move inte an Elite group
- Class X - a group which has no
member in this country at the
moment. He does have problems with
practice, one night a week is not suth
cient, abvipusly, particularly when
one has to et uf
dismantle it afterwards, it struck me
v researching this article that the

door range at McKee Bks would be
ideal for Terry to practice in, but then,
of course, that's ust my opinian

thie range and thien

Note: The author acknowledges the asue
:'| -
tamee of LI Aiden O Leary of 2 Grrn 5&]

Cing in the preparalion of tRes article




The 1989/1990 Irish Times Debating Competition

A Hepan by Comdt W. P. Fre’y’ﬂ& (AN phatos by Capr D Killiam)

I'he Cader School has participated in the Irish Times
Debating Competition over the years with varying degrees
of success. The 1989 /90 Competition which culminated in
O'Flaherty Theatre, Science Bullding, LICG on Fr:d.:_\-' 16 Fab
%0 was to be the Cadet School's most successiul year yet.

The Competition, which commenced in November lase,
had twe Cadet School teams entencd.

The Cadet A team fielded Cadets Ronan McGrath and
Richard Brennan. The Cadit B team fielded Cadets Tadhg
Murray and Tom Clonan. Both teams were successful in the
carly rounds, debating such motions as "That charity should
haee wo plice in @ fust sociely’ and Thut libel laws threaten
femog HACY

Success in these early rounds brought a renewed interest
and emphasis 1o in-house debates in the Shool and under
the excellent stewardship of Capt Denis Killian - himself g
linalist In 1980 - the teams wont on to 8 well co-ordinated
issault on the semi-finals, one of which was hosted by the
Ladet School in the Military College

On 25 Jan last Cadets McCrath and Brennan debated for
the motion That this kogse fears for the st.zim'fi;r of Eurgpe’ in
the Arts Building, UCD Despite a spurited i.:-;'rlnrrnau;u,
they failed 1o make it thﬁi-1:5h to the final,

However, on 27 lan, at the home venue, Cadets Murray
L loman, :ll-':*.:tmg for the motion *Thar this house would
Blinue [Re

|

wnal Lottery' gave an excellent team par-
ke it through to the fing],
That final, in O'Fla herty Theatrs UCC, on Friday 16 Feb
'$ chaired by Professor Brian Farrell. Ms Christina
Phy. Duty Editor, The Irish Times,
Favyweight twam of adjudicators The n
hu i Wis  That ths nouse would be E

e o

presided over a
otion before the
wropedn first and risk

Cadet Tom Cloman pictured with jhe Gold Medal awarded for Besl
Individual Speaker

For the Cadet School to be able to produce debaters of
the calibre of Cadets McGrath, Murray, Brennan and Clonan
om such a relatively small group who can participate at the
top level, is no smal) achievement

To Lt Maurice Duwlin;,; who took an active part in organ-
sIng “in-house’ debates and arrangements for participation
in The Irish Times Debating series, special word of thanks.

Capt Denis Killian, a finalist from 1980, gave unselfishly
of his time and eXperience to prepare for these debates

Without his expertise and advice | doubt if we could have
.T(.'h'll'_"-"l._‘d what was ‘];‘hil;\,"{_'d

----- RN B feamy, Faluiy m the [ 98990 Irisk Times
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; miing them with the LIN Peaceks
v im " SO E Comd, pictured with Semior NCOs of the Comd on 9 Mar .._..-: Al e b .
H;"il,"';é % ';,.RT‘;":?w;hft%«fu:;o:f:hﬁ:;z’ Inf Bn; BOMS Fatrick Weafer, 2 Inf Bn; BOMS ;:?Lf:’r?ﬁ:‘:'.‘-lfﬂlr'—" Rrady, #
ot MP Coy; Staff QMS Martin Roche, 2 Grm Ord Coy. Middle Kow ‘hf:m,:,'::\;”;?: Coy: BQMS sAnthomy Woo
:"."'f‘hh'“rt 5 Inf Bn; BSM Patrick Durney, St Bricins I{;lip. B5M _|'-‘-“‘1IJI h **";"':-;E BQMS Sean Hensey, 5 Inf Bn; BQMS
uch De - Clancy Bks; BOMS John Lestnon, Bk Socs Wikshaps, Front Row L/R:  Briz Cen P E Momahan,
s '-.,_”.ﬂ]'.r-m.-';"[‘u“']".llﬂrrmi }ch;- 29 Inf Bn: AJRSM Seamus Mulling, 2 Fd :'1”!" R*':Q'" .i ”:':ill’k..ﬁlr.ﬂhﬂ'. Corrow, 27 1
MeClam, CTIE), RSN Joseph O"Sullivan, 29 Inf Bn; BSM Fred Murray, Gormanston: BOMS Ste; )

EASTERN COMMAND

deock, Clancy Fi
ehae] LY Shea

md: BSM Christ

JOC E G
lmf B
{PFhoto: P. Drernan)

UN Veteran Members of MckKee Bks L‘n_l,:
paraded recently for presemtation of the LN
Peacekecpers Medal by Lt Col L. Kiely, OC
and Camp Comdt. Spt T. Hudson attended
and the follawing photographs give a fluvour
of the day,

I, Pte Brendan Dusidson receromy his Medal
2. COMS Patrick Doherty, Observer Corps

HQ:; 3. 53t Bermard Lindsey and Lt Col L.

Kiely in happy mood; 4. Capt 1. Molloy, Bk
Adjt, comgratulates Pee Tommy Dialan -4 well
knatan member of tie Barrack Chain Gang, 5.
53'-' ”my MeDornald ﬂ_," P& R Section recein
g his Medal from (‘.u;.l! 3] ."'.-'Tn:lHll:‘l

Lefl: Fulure Clummers

Mecrutls of S b Ariy .-.'.r.l'r retured on Day

o trasmamg - adidl & b Cshell phocked” @

prolograph by Coemdl F (. Rewdy demoe




The Emgimeer Spectalist Search Team of 66 Inf Ba LINIEIL prctured with Capt [ohn (" Dea, Engineer Search Admsor, LiR: ¢ - A<l i r

? Aok (FIL prete £ SR Cpl | Broume, Aslt Pioneer P
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ESST - The UNIFIL Experience

By Capt John O'Dea

After almost one year of operation in South Lebanon, the Engineer Specialist Search
?;mm (ESST) has established itself as an indispensable part of IEISIfBA!.;T'S response to
the continuing threat posed by Roadside Bombs (RSB) and other Improvised Explosive
Devices (IED). Invaluable experience has been gained in handling and servicing of search
equipment in a harsh environment, on a daily basis. The interaction of the ESST and the

mine clearing platoons of other contingents i
tise of the individual smfalrars. gents in UNIFIL has served to broaden the exper-

E::r nf;sgfir;i;nuit::leggglfp;}rg of Hﬂ:i Assault Pioneer Platoon of IRISHBATT, The current
rith nf Bn is drawn entirely fro '
Curragh Command. The policy of selecting t:ofuftf honipharsaby By o Ly

: eers from just one unit for the ESST is
based on the importance of teamwork and understanding in search {:-Pemf;'fans

less valuable, result is that all mem-
bers of the ESST are called on to
instruct on equipment and technigues
at regular intervals thus raising their
own expertise. Nowhere is your
understanding of cquipment or con-
<epts more severely tested than by the
questions of the enthusiastic student

The familiarity gaim‘d by
searchers through daily handling of
search equipment in difficult condi-
tions has led to a marked increase in
their confidence in the search instru-
ments, which have proven to be suit-
able for the task

However, the use of this equip-
ment on a daily basis has proven 0
be a stern test of its durability.
Weaknesses in design become appar

sonnel benefit professionally
& Irom service overseas with the
UN 15 an established fact; nowhere is
this mone true than for the searchers
of the ESST, Since the deployment of
the first ESST in IRISHBATT in May
1969, the winding roads and rocky
Wermain of South Lebanon have provid
4 valuable training ground for
wwarchers as well as 3 TROrous Westin
-:nu:_r'-d for equipment .
Lint of the major tasks of the
En gineer Search Adviser (ESA) and
1r_|:= ES5T s the traiming of the
Enr:-n.ﬂ:-»r Route Clearance Teams
rl'.'l I. ": high proportion of Infantry
-Hipany personne] undore i}
COurses duning their tous ||l'|rl:1:;:' ‘-:r:‘-l.-:

ol Operations {ACH The most o

T HAT DEFENCE FORCES per- | B

b~

ous benefies
¥ ACETuing from ¢ . ¥ .
instruction are tha l-.IE_’ e T ent either in the form of simple break-
¥ LY " + 5 2
can carry out their own u,,]fmln ages or failures in internal circuitry.
. route 3 s ;
clearance and thas y Because of a limited amount of search

a h.l-gh leve] of

search awareness is oy
Miadenis
]

equipment available to IRISHBATT,
repairs must be effected rapidly o
cnsure that adequate levels of equip”
ment are maintained. While many

An Cosanlolr

Cpl ). O Droyer and Cang |
| 'gendered in b and Capt |, O'Dea demo
A less obvious, but nonethe. ; ":_:c the VALLON Metal Detecior to L Gey

Wohigren, Force Commander, LINIFIL

minor repairs are carried out by the
ESST personnel themselves the co-
operation of the Signals Platoon has
been invaluable, particularly In rela-
tion to the diagnosis of problems in
circuit boards, The experience gained
im thizs arca has led 1o some local mod-
ifications in equipmont and already
one such improvement has been
incarporated by the Manufacturers
into their latest model. This feedback
from the end-user to the designers is
leading to improved versions of
proven equipment being procured by
the Defence Forces for use in aid o
the civil power operations at home

by the ESST with other

Contingents, particularly with
the Swedish Mine Clearing Platoon. A
two day Course was held at Camp
Shamrock, for personnel of this unit,
concentrating on route clearance and
incident scarch. The Course served Lo
iNustrate the differences between

C ONTACTS HAVE BEEN MADE

53! F ﬂ'ﬂrn’fr ||l||' the ESST irizs on a pair of
mivg shoes - designed to protect the searchers
against pressure opernted mines, by spreading
his weight, thus reducing the pressure exerted
an the ground

engineers trained in conventional
mincfield clearing and those with a
search background,

The training for mine clearing nat-
urally revolves around the neutralisa-
tion of mines and booby traps in a
conventional warfare situation.
Search, on the other hand, is largely
geared towards an irregular warfare
sCemario.

While a certain amount of conven-
tional mine 1.'!1.'.|r1|:1E e carried ot an
the UNIFIL AQ (particularly in NOR-
BATT) the main threat to UN person:
nel js posed by RSBy and other 1EDs,
Here the expertise of Defence Forces
persannel sorving with LUMIFIL _i'~ tar
in advance of other UNIFIL
('{]nhugcnu.:_ Furthurn'l.nn’.‘ the EEEFI'
and SCRTs are equipped specifically
10 counter such devices. Tﬁ: 1RIsH
April 1990

Phot from LITANI of MI

BATT "search kit' has been the envy of
other nationalities and already
LUNIFIL has been requested to pro-
cure buried wire detectors and matal
detectors with variable sensitivity as
presently operated by the Irish
searchers,

OT ALL OF THE transfer al
N information is one way and

search F1|_-r:‘|.'|]'|1'|i'1 of the ESST
recently visited the HQ of SWE-
DENCCOY at [wayya. There they
were briefed on mine clearing equip-
ment and technigues, Perhaps the
most interesting element of the day
was a demonsiration by the Swedes
of their mine-dogs. These dogs are
trained to react to the vapours given
off by the explosives in the mines. The
dogs are most useful when searching
along barbed wire ar metal fencing
when a conventional mine delector
would be useless, They ane also wsed
for clearing paths to casualties strand
od in a minefield. As well as the mine
dogs, a Norwegian explosives dog
and his handler gave an interesting
demonstration of vehicle search. Are
dogs a searcher's best friend?

INTROESKA muime-thrashing machine

(Courtesy of LITAND

SWEDENGCOY are also
equipped with a MINTROESKA
mine-thrashing machine Lﬁsms the
flail principle, it 15 employed in the
clearing of large areas of ground, The
MINTROESKA is equipped with a
rotating shaft that has numerous iron
chains connected to it. Lead wuights
at the end of the chains crush the
mines or cause them to detonate as
the shaft is rotated. The crew operate
the machine from a heavily protected,
rear mounted cockpit. The mine
thrashing machine has becn used
extensively in NORBATT area for the
{Il_',;'innh“ U!‘ SITCs pr:ur fo 1.}“.' oonstmac
tion of UN Posts

Considering that the concept of
Search, as we practice it now, was
only introduced 1o the Defence
Forces in 1987, the rapid growth in
this area has been quite breathtak-
ing. The experience gained by
Engineer and Infantry personnel in
South Lebanon will undoubtedly
prove valuable in future search oper-
ations in alep tasks as well as rais-
ing the general level of search
awareness among all ranks in the
Defence Forces.

Noraeran Fxplosioes “Sniffer’ dog and kandler, soarch 4 LIN oehale




LEAN AR AGHAIDH!

Lack of ready money needn't put 3 halt to your plans far a new car, home improvements, new furniture, hafidays ar any project
whach may requare a Rairly large outlay i

A personal loan fram TSB can put your plans into action. and members of CAOGA and CAFNBO are particularly welcome to
coeme i i talk to un

We can also make saving easier through a special plan wh i
plan whereby you can have a cermin amount deducted from your salary and
lecdped directly te your TSB acoount or Tax Saver Plan r v

¥ you'd like to find out more about
Manager. Fairview Branch, telephone O E?gﬁ'"w ways we can help you, fust call in to any TSB branch or cantact Peter Toolin,

We'l be delighted to talk to you. O'[ﬂm sam Bm

~_ofo

mwi“_‘""’i

CLEAN, EFFICIENT,

ELECTRIC COOKING.

No wonder it’s the

0. o S Tt
I choice in Irish homes!

Electricity brings living to life. =53
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BOARD
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Specialist Engineer Group Training

A Report by Capt Kieran Heffernan

On Mimday 12 February 1990, a very wet, cold, and stormy day when most sensible
people would not even contemplate venturing outdoors, ¢leven staunch members of 1
Field Engineer Company from Collins Bks, Cork, inaugurated Day One of the first
Specialist Engineer Group (SEG) Course administered by the Defence Forces.

This Course was designed specifically for the Corps of Engineers and in particular
for Engineer Specialist Search Teams (ES5Ts).

the best trained ESSTs in the

Defence Forces, 1 Fd Eng Coy
encountered two unprecedented
requests for aid to the avil power
which constituted an abnormally high
degree of danger to personnel in 1989,
The first involved the presonce of an
ESST in searching an old disused
underground mine. This operation
was severcly limited due to the lack
of training and experience in :-h't'_ii-
ing, ropework, and moving with sate-
ty over stecp and dangerous ground.

The second incident comprised of
an Engineer Team exccuting a recce in
erder to prepare for the collapsing of
a sea cliff-face using explosives in an
attempt to retrieve two bodies from a
whirlpool at the end of a deep ravine
This aperation had to be aborted for
the same reasans as the former.

As a result of both incidents and
due to the existence of a high propor-
tion of mountains, dangerous sea
coasts and disused mines etc., in the
Southern Command area, and, thepe-
fore, a high probability of a similar
incident occurring, 1 Fd Engr Coy
identified a need to have at least one
ESST/Engineer Work Party qualified
and competent to gain safe access to
and work in such hazardous envinon-
mente, In addition to this, the self
esteem of the unit was bruised -
(Motto: "MNo Task Toa Great”)
because of jis imability to complete the
aforementioned missions successfully,
due to lack of training in this partici-
lar field E

To this end, rescarch was under-
taken and Capt Peadar Duffy, (the
Army Association of Mountaineering
lAAM] and Army Council of
Adventure Training |ARCAT] repre-
sentative of 5 Comd), was
approached, Throughout the follow-
ing months it was only through the
tireless and trojan cfforts of Capt
[']llii}‘ that our concept became a reali-
ty. A comprehensive Syllabus of
]1‘-1'-r‘-||1g for the first SEC Course was
dratwwh up, which was based on two
other documents; The Syllabus for
Confidence Training Instructors
Course and The Syllabus of Training
for Specialist Search Teams

The Course was planned for 11
February 1990 to 2 March 1990 and a
i{_:'T-'Ii of 15 students from 1 Fd Engr
Cuy were nominated. For five weeks
April 1950

! LTHOUGH boasting of one of

The first Specialist Engineer Growp. Kear L
Capt K. Heffernan, AjSg: G. Walsk Fromi LR

R: Pre P (YConnor, Cpl P Malenry. A/Cpl T. Mahkim
e ], Harinetr, AfCpl 1. Aheree, I'ie M, Walsh

Cpls I, O'Neill, P Lee and Pte [ McSweeney are nat pictured

prior to cormnencement, this group of
committed Engineers could be seen
training before lunch every day, rais-
ing many eyebrows in Collins Dks!
The training consisted of road run-
ning and weights circuit training
designed specifically to improve
upper body strength.

An SEG search patr go ‘ooer the fop” srrhh Speraalisl

MNerves, Weather and Hollywood
Conguered

Test Four of IT 1/80 proved casy
when the Course finally commendod
Unfortunately four students were
| dropped at this stage for medical rea-

=TS, E:‘l' first wWiork was spont in i ort

Seurch Faurpres:




Davis. On entry into the Fort and on
viewing some of the proposed abseil
points the remaining eleven students
were suddenly also in danger of being
dropped for medical reasons.
However, there were no casualties at
this stage. The terrifying ordeal of
‘going over the top’ on the first absail
was soon to be forgotten as each now
abseil was longer and more danger-
ous than the former; to such an extent
that at the end of the Course any
abseil in Fort Davis was considered
extremely short and very simple.

A typical day saw members of the
Course departing Collins Bks at 0730
hrs sharp. After four periods of
instruction, lunch, and a welcome,
but short rest for a half hour from
1230 hrs, was followed by another
four periods of instruction until
return to Collins Bks at 1800 hrs,

Most people can clearly recall the
recent heavy rains, very severe gales
and widespread flooding, having wit-
nessed it all on TV or read  about it in
the newspapers, however, members
of this Course will never forget it -
having worked through it. In fact the
Course was extremely fortunate to
have just two dry days during the
entire three weeks. Conditions were
further worsened due to the fact that
most training was carried out along
the Atlantic Coast. Regardless of the
weather, the instructors were very
pleased at the high standards attained
before the end of the first weck,

The second week was spent in
Kerry, accommodated in Ballymullen
Bks in Tralee, Each day was spent
rockelimbing and multi-pitch abscil-
ing along the cliffs of Doonsheane
and in the Gap of Dunloe. Confidence
was beginning to manifest itself as
each skill was guided to mastery. A
powerful esprit de corps was also in
evidence within the group as they
supported and encouraged each other
in ever constant life threatening situa-
;f:;sa'lm:y were 1o be heard singing

ancing jigs on mountain pe:

in the Gap of EIELsnlno 1o untertahm‘;;:
Emnp uErAmert:nn tourists in Kate
wearncy’s Cottage who were <o
impressed that they wanted to buy
Paddy Donkey' O'Connor, Hughie
Aherne & Co., and take them back
home to | lollywood! The instructars
looked on in amazement.

The Qld Head of Kinsale was the
venue for the final week. This week
na d_“'ﬁ“ﬂ'-ﬁfi for Engineer
Specialist Search Training and in
Preparing for an exercise and demon-
Atration of SEG skills. The demonstra-
bon invelved an ESST team abseil;
down a 200f sea cliff to a cave a::ﬁ
Carrying out a search using spe-
cialised equipment, A large find’ was
made and having recorded the nec.
:!:Hf:s evidence it was hoisted to the
BI'II.:’;II'IE? the ESS]: returned to the 1o

two Engineers abseijed dovwn

An SEG pair drillin i
.‘ § boreholes for sive
charges unth a heamy duty Kango lmn

The shorlest way down!
about T0ft with a large heavy duty
Kangn Hammer and drilled four
bore-holes in which the Engineer
Officer placed explosive charges in
order to blow the cliff face to block
the cave. A simple firing circuit was
set up and initiated electrically from
the top of the cliff. All spectators were
highly impressed by the offectiveness
of the demonstration.

The Course concluded with a
series of tests on the Old Head of
Kinsale, one of which involved a 200ft
multi-pitch abseil. In this case the stu-
dent abseiled down to the end of his
rope, which was only long enough to
extend half way down the ﬂl!ﬂ
Therefore, at a height of 100ft he tied
himself on to his rope with a _Ffu-"-""k
loop and in free suspension joined on
a new length of rope which he carried
on his back. At this point much
manoeuvering was done, (o get over
the knot, before he could continue his
abseil to the bottom. This was all car-
ried out without any safety rope.

Having successfully completed
these tests SEG badges were present
vd to the students at the end of the
Course Dinner in Colling Bka. Th““ih
everybody thoroughly enjoyed the
Course a feeling u% great relief pre
vailed when it was finally over, a5 the
three weeks were very Ph‘fﬂﬂuy
demanding,

This first SEG Course was deemed
to be an outstanding success
However, in order to maintain thes
skills it is imperative that training 1*
continued on a regular basis at realis-
tic and varied locations. "

Certificates of Competency mu*
be re-issued on a one yearly bas®
after the individual has 5ucce.-.si'1|11}f
passed the required tests.

& Feaanboll

(N | Wi

Offiwers.of the W Comed who received their [IN Pracebeapers Medal from Col P O Farrell, Comd EO & JC, af Crustume Bz recently, Seated [ /R f'-_-ﬂl.-‘-"-
N, Kelly, P |. Deluney, E Murshal, Lt Col |. MeGreal {who retired from the Defenor Forces ont the 215t of this month after 41 wears sevamcel, L1 Cal M
Callins, Comdl M. Coughlun. Rear Rewr LIR: Capls P O'Maplain, M. Reidy, Comdt [. Griffin, Lt Col 1. O"Nedll. Comutis G MeCaferly, E O'Brirn, R
Heatw, T. Rigney, [, | Curley, I3, fohnson and || Cox,

(Photo: P ] Murmaw)

z = | e
Best Student. Sgt Pal (Semmy) &
tured aflfer receromg the Hest Day Kelease
Student Award in the City & Cullds
Lomdon Imstitute Cookery for the Cal 2
Industry Course No 708 Part 11, at Athlnse
RTC recently, Well done 4 Tiosp Coy

{Phota Capt | Durvin)

(- : =)

W Comd take Australia. About that Defence Forces GAA Australian Towr 1990 - pictured are

i

memibers of W Comd cun‘mrly on tonr Rear Bow LIR- 212 . MeKeoitt, i"te |, | j':‘l""'_j""'- -I'_.“
Calm Naughion, Cpl Gerry MeShame, 531 Mick Winters, Capl Pal H-"'j"(‘ :‘m:"'{ j'.n[}!'.-l.r'l ,':FI

e, Capt ok L 1, Capt Mic s, Carndt T, Rigrew end Capt Paudie O Rurdan
Hyrne, Capt John Maughan, Capt Michael Brernan LTy (Ploto: P |, Murray)

] | - L 1L

o " i of LISAC paraded recemily for the presentdbion of the Ly
USAC Staff presented with Peacekeepers Medal. The hardworking, diligent and discrete staff of UaAt parsaes PR I 8 PPEE0 BAE) 0 00
o thore HIET#FL'::} T:M hame serped ooersass, by Comdi M f_,m‘xh,'_'ln;, Chur Fl‘u?fl.‘,f.l‘ﬁ]'.:il "‘\r l,l""ﬂll.“ !‘_ '::'-{'l.l.._{::.jﬂ |l;!"l"| _.J-,F Ii-r‘; :':-l.h..n rri.l':I .-\..I,. ! |I I. !
Wi, Ry Jovdn, gt Co Natghto: Pt Frink K Rermrd Worls Miks Comly il Tom e 1 O Kelly T e 8 55
Brovinar aid WS Convoily, Capt Micharl Ruonrke: Comt M. Coughlam, OC USA( " Pres Martin Brady, Martin G i b [rerate !

Brig Can I Devomt, 64 X W Cand, picfured prewemiing &8 Wig 2

” . s . T ] Ll
e = ~ i O sisted by tp Capt Gerrw Humpheaes o (he oczasion of Lapr Humg
B Covh Inf Bry O Parade. Comdt M, Flaragan, OC i Coy, manie ’

g h o Medal b wesns  from the Difemor Foroes R panue d c2ini?r 21 2 Barrivier. Al pectured by
Cpl H_ Malome, pictured presenling the LIN Peacekeepers Metsl to wient Lt Caol K. Murphy. Mea P-:—-:.‘I‘.rrlr. Clilfrd Miess, Crstume i
bers of the l_'.::!..._

(Phota: " | Murrayl

13

iProte: P ] Murray)
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Trad Concert for Ethiopia Famine Relief
Organised by the Men's Club Committee of 1 Inf Bn

On Fri 9 Feb last at Dun Ui
Mhaoiliosa, Galway, a traditional
Insh Concert was held by the Men's
Club. All funds raised would be
donated to Famine Helief Ethiopia.
All talent for the Concert was from
the Barracks or had served in the
Barracks.

The Concert started at 2030 hrs
when Pre Barney Kinlavy introduced
the guest M.C. for the night - Ex Coy
Sgt Eamonn Carr, who is indeed an
old hand at these concerts. The first
act was from the Broderick Brothers,
Pat & Val, who provided a selection
of tunes on their Uileann Pipes, fol-
lowed by some lively Set Dancers
who danced The South Galway Reel
Set’. Pre Dermot Keigher from the Bn
Sigs Pl then rendered twa lovely
numbers on guitar,

Ptes Dick Waldron and Gerry
Broderick provided a very unusual
duet of Bagpipes and Banjo with
some jigs and rocls

Pte Joe Flaherty captivated the
audience with his 'Sean Nos' singing
in Irish & English. He was followed
by I"es Mickey Burke and Frank
Coleman who gave a great renderin
of some of our most popular ballads
Pre Kevin McDonald elosed the first
halt of the thow with same lively
ACCOTd IOn muKic

A break for refreshments was now
had, with a beautiful Chicken Curry
being provided by a vory able cater
ing staff who fod 200 people In less
than half an hour. A most appetising
meal, congrats and many thanks 1
the B Cooks, ’

The sccond hall of the show was
kicked off by CQMS Johnny Dhurkin,
ex 3 Inf Bn.ex 1 Inf Bn and now sery.
ing with 18 Inf Bn (FCA) Ballina. His
\!Jnd-lu?r: -.rm_n.'g.- act had the place in
foars of laughter. Nobody was safe
from Johnny's wit, Chaplains, Offigers

Lommanding at all levels, Ministers,

A Report by Sgt Brendan Forde

. i
T e,

Muost Hev Eamonn Cazey, Bishop of Caltway pictured with the Men's Club Commuittes and the

theque for £1400.00 LR: Pies Paddy Cromin, [immy Beattie, Liam Joyce, Johnmy Diviney, Barney

Kineavey and Sear Folen,

lads and guitar music to keep the
party spirit going. The show was
brought 10 a close with a sclection of
iigs and reels by all the musicians
involved.

Tribute must be paid 1o all who
organised and participated in this
enjoyable, morale boosting and very
worthwhile Concert Incidentally the

(Pheto: CQMS C. Loughnane)

bicycle donated by 'Harry's Cycles'
raised over £200.00 in the raffle on the
night. Most Rev Eamonn Casey,
Bishop of Galway - who for a change
sat back and was highly entertained -
was presented with  just over
£1,400.00 for the Ethiopian Famine
Refief Fund. Well Done the NCOs
and Men of 1 Inf Bn.

g ¥ -l 1 of three former Comirallers. Flight Syt Alan
Alr Traffie Control Staff at Casement Aerodroms came together, s Lﬂ.-',r,tre‘ctni!],r, to mF!_r!:r relirement of ' Confaily Hight Spl Al
Hu-m; ;-furtr:r..l';t':{,w -{-urr'::rr-ul's' at Knock Imternational Airport and former Flight Sgis '."aﬂ_u;:;bmn .::ni ”I‘TL,J{ ?\'.':ﬁ |I.u u:r;r I1:.1';rjw,|‘:h|; |TfFr..TII: ..; xI-T ;.1
Chur photograph by Capt K. Byrne records the event - Derek Douglas was unable 1o attend due fo his comtrofier duties. Frong L7 LA  Sexfon, |
rixf;mﬁf:ﬂnfc ﬁrrr.'.r,lf.r,; Col 5, Kerwin, Chief ATC Offr; FI 53¢ AL Cibson {Retd); Comdt [ Tormey, Rear [/R: Capt 5. Quigley, Capt |, McMahaom,
Caapt K. Cummins, Fl Sgt 5. Hemdrick, FI Sg1 B. McCourt, RSM 1! Nolan

Lasgt Maritinie Patrol for 232, Super King Ar Reecheraft _Z.!..’ of
Maritime Squadron pictured with crew L/R: Armn |. Coller,
Phatographer; Comds 13, McCarthy, Pilot; and Lt |, Ragnall, Co-Prio!
after the Beecheraft had carried out fts last Maritime Fatrol. 232 will

row be tised for fraining and shullle purposes.
{Photor Armin [, Parke)

New ATC Staff. Cal K. Hagan, OC Air Corps p, presenls f':l'“,
wings fo the Tuo successful siudents who ;.:-.'..*..n.lrrl.‘ _':--n: :::f 2ind
Basic ATC Course recemtly - LiR: Cpl 12, Smiith and Cpl [). Deluney

etc . all Bodt J.\ldgq;n}; ina hlil‘l‘lllnput '__’_.f- ——
vein ) Talemt by the Score Entertainers Vol i i { Pat
- f - Broderick in f i T ors Fal Braderick, Dk Waldron, Cierry Krng, Gerry Burny ol F'a Nol Wing, Alr Corps Up to

gt Gerry King came on next 1c il (bt S, F. Coppingst) New Flash the Adjuant General gave gpproval for personnclof No 1 5p Wing, colenr
pravide some brilllant musie on !hl: oo S ﬁl:Tlm'!Hﬂ-ﬂ iqﬁmﬂmﬁmh-’hm The background colow
accordion and 1o awing us back to the o bﬂmmﬂwml- I 1 mbalizes otk the accw
Trad seene again. Pre Michael Car The croasing wawmlﬂ_mhum-uuﬁtw_ {z# Py
. : ¢ Michael Cary - s work, and the air supprt maturr of Light
S o providea some more New Golfing Society requined in disciplined ftying, especially formution . 2
s om the Lideann Mipes mm‘ the apecial m.qm—mm Squadron i the

it ostry Burns, who up until &HM:HGEIH“E Socicty has been established in the w“‘muww h“:-"ﬂ'f:m Squadron, which provides the Ministerisl Air N
o e wing daing 'sound for the a hau““‘“!‘“iﬁﬂmbmhi of the Society is Framaport Service (MATS) e Ll idenity andl (hie plassing Flash sast the excluiive design
2o then 100k the stage and got the Py retired NCOs and Men of the The red figure '1° it idemis plamsin
J.-.i-.-l.n:.!'l.\ 11 in a mal party mood and I:Em:-:: Fﬂling.-hél;t.;: available from Sgt Colm of Comit Dermat .mmzﬂmﬂ. Capt K
Hnging along - the Hon Sec. Ine can be contacted at 4

Sgt Tony Doyle and Cp) 0o Grn MP Coy (Ext 185) during 4 hou o
e 4 pl | home B duty hours or at his
5'.!‘.1!"'&"_- renderod a seloy tion of bal. ﬂ!]m't“-th‘_\mftu_ Mm‘:i?m. - 1
14 April 1950
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TECNINTER IRELAND LiMITED

778 Maunt Strest Cres

Td Te2056 9217 Fax

i
i

WA
AKS iyt
e

ASTE,

® Anti-Tank Weapons
® Mines

o

#

LA

® Small arms and ammunition

® Smoke ammunition

® Torpedoes

FF'V ORDNANCE DIVISION
S-631 87 Eskilstuna, Sweden

cent, Dublin 2

766793 Telex: 82237

An Cosanloir

Irish Management Institute - Presentation of Certificates. The first Department of Defence Maierials Management Course prctured wnth May Cen

F.N. O'Connell, QMG and Mr. Maurice (0'Grady, Director General, IMI on 27 Feb 1990, Personnel pictured Rear LiR: Capt D. Scully, Comdt K

Croke, Comdt E. Field, Capt T, Heskin, Comdt T. Doyle, Lt Col UL Lyons, Mr. B. Coughlan, Comidt K. Kellcher, Comde M

M. Kemnedy, L1 Cdr (NS |

I.!I']"h'r_'l".- Ls f_‘-ﬁ']'? F. O'Cernor. Centre Row LIR: Capt G. “J?‘lﬂ. Comdt C. Kyan Mr. ). Power, Comdt C. Curningham, Comd! ! 'I.""""r""“' Lt (N5) 5
Keeffe and Comudt K. Hoffler. Seated LR Comdt M O'Connor, Ms fudith Howard, Mr M. (FGrady. Director Ceneral IMI; May Cen F N O Comnell

QME; Ms Nors Cromin, Mr. D Garnom of 1M

(Photo: Sge T Hudson)

Materials Management for the
Department of Defence

A Report by Comdt Michael O'Connor*

On 28 September 1988 a proposal for financial sanction to run a Materials Management

programme was forwarded by the
the benefits which were achievable if such a Course we
implications and benefits of such a Course, sanction was
take effect from September 1989 to February 1990 in the
broad aim of this Materials Management programme wa
materials productivity fram the effective purchase af materials through to

these materials and the planning of their utilisation.

by the Department of Defence

(18 Military and & Civilian) in
the Irish Management Institute was a
milestone' in the history of the
[Jh';air'.rm-;.l and it has laid the "foun-
“ation stone for new logistical man-
agement technigues in the future. In
today's business world the cost of
holding inventories is very high and
in the absence of an cffective materi-
dls ?IT'.:JJ'I.JHL-n'u,-[-.I sy slem these costs
tannot be cantralled effectively. In
":'il~'-h¢:--_~ terms the logistic pn:-:q_"!-h in
he l_J-‘II:m;l: Forces could be com-
Pared to the following businesses

T HE COURSE UNDERTAKEN

—

L] 4 nanr ‘|1 I. ?I';l'l.lll:'_ll:\-r id I'|"-':#’:.'=': I:Hll_:p 7 |
the QMG s Branch
April 1990

A Chain of garages and work- |
shops, which maintains flects of
trucks, tanks, ships and aircraf.

A distribution company which
eolocts, buys, maintains and dis
tributes 250,000 items; including
h'ﬂ.i}ut:l‘:, ammumtion, Many
types of vehicles, food, clothing,
medical supplics, fuel and domes
tic equipment

An electronics company which
buvs. maintains and distributes
:-I.J}_IJ"'I:"I!II'.'lh“J communications
|.1.;|;|]~r111-r‘.1_ and manages a coun
irywide radio netwark

.-‘h.'.-':mga: of educational establish-
ments including a military col-
lege, apprentice schoals and s
eral specialised technical schoals

QMG to the Director of Training. This proposal outlined
re undertaken, Having considered the
given. The Course was planned to
Irish Management Institute. The
s to improve the organisation's

the control of

'. ‘l\, CONSETUcCTIoOn -I"I-\.I i'r 'I"E Iy mart
.1_:.:|.'r'.1|.'.".'|r cumpany

® A number of small hospitals and
!."'f'.'ITT'.'I.l'.'fl."-

® A high volume information gath
Cring agency.

® A chan of catening and I0dging

Faclates

With this

s tor 1
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O’ The duratior
pwelvie davs, that s, two day n

#sach month for five months from
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Western Command Success ||

The Defence Forces Badminton Championships 1990 were
held in Athlone on 6, 7 and B Mar 1990. The competition
results ane as follows. The winners are in bold type.

Everil Finalists

Senjor Singles Capt T. Sheehy (Curragh)
Lt J. ©'Sullivan (West)

Junior Singles Cpl T. Mulvaney (West)
Cpl J. McGarr (East)

Semor Doubles Cpt T Shechy & Pre |. Harkin (Curragh)
Lt]. @'Sallivan & Cpl M. Mulvaney (West)

Jundor Doubles Cpl ), Mulvanney & Pre J. Larkin (Wost)
Cpl F. Coyne & Grr ). Kelly (West)

Mans Tal Dusne, TICF, was ‘caught” at the Main
Cate and paid up genercushy and cheerfully |

Veterans Comdt R. Kelleher & Sgt Major |. Hughes (East) {Photo: gt T. Hudson)

Spt - Wynne & Sgt . Minogue (West)

Winnirs Team Final Western Command

Ciaran Tiernan Transplant Fund, Personnel from Dublin Units of £ Comd recently ook to the
Runmersup Curragh Command

streets of the Capital City to assist 2 Fd Arty Regt in g "gurt push’ to vaise fumds o thal r*“f“-”
Tiernan, the young son of a serving NCO, may kave a liver transplant abroad, when the ocoasion
arises. The funds ralsed will ersure that Craran’s parents can slay 'I.A'rih him at kespital i
Birmingham. Our photograph shows the cavaleade, led by Brig Gen F' F. Menahan F*‘E“;L"X a
depart frome McKee ks, Ay meader wishing bo make a domation lo this special cause should con
wact the Camdt Adjt, Callins Bks, Dulblin, or An Casantoir office.

I'he Lt Cal Tim O'Connell Memorial Trophy was presented
by Mrs. Betty O'Connell to Cpl Mick Mulvaney, Captain of
the Western Comd Team which defeated the Curragh Comd

{Photo: Sgt T. Hudsom)
{winners of the last throe years) in a closely contested final.

The Veterans LR S-g!. P Wynne, 53]..]' Minogue, ';_;_.,;J Major |
Hughes and ComdiR. Kelleher.

DFEF (Eastern Commuand) ia Action: 'tes
Fullerton and l':r.'_.'f'r.'h_ A :“.--_,- 29 Inf Bn, plc
tured delioering & bed, funded by DFRE .-.l
Comd), to Mrs M. McComnnell, Clones, Co |
Momaghan

Mrs MeGonnell's hushand, Michael, who 2t

92 years of age 15 comfimed 8o bed Goay de
ed 1o receive the unexpected presentalii
Michael, fatkerof mmctern children, serbed in |
the Army in the early yedes of s firmalion |
.'-J:..'_l:gh ;.:.'n,'mr,-f fir bed ke ks a lieely peeson
ality and a guick wl

He asked that hys thanks be frsarded o the
mecelsary section responsible for procuding the

Col P OFarrell, Comd EQ & 2 W Comd,
wemoral Trophy and with ke W
! Deferce Forers Hadminion Champion
Fromt Row L/R: Lt || O'Sullivan, Sgr B

pictured holding the |t Cal
Comd Squad inpolved i the
ship. Personnel pictured sre
Minogue, Cpi T, Mulvaney, Grr

. " cenily, Comdi M. O'Brien, APM bed. DFHE Eastern Command take o baw!
Kelly, Pie |, Larkin, Por G Cossidy. ColF C : il Senlar NCOs of 2 Crn MP Coy Retire. Al a special function recenily, Lo pchpe —
. :_ —:;-: "“" *1.1*.'., fw L'-_:Ihj-n%. LI.I{H.’ '.-'"TF':' #1:|:..1.r R.ig- ]{R Pre | Mr I-.rr.gu-s Lang of Ronan, Daly and Cermyr, Solicitors, pictured E Cad Fe;u'l:ﬂ Coy Sgis B Cordon (left) ,;ﬂ.j Paud Daltan (right) with mementoes I rark iPhoto: Sgi [0 Barry)
Healy, Cpl M ‘r:.__:._“r.;.. :;:ﬁ fr'llx-_.,.-.q.‘:”’ll Col P. O Farrell, Comd) B. presenting Col N. Fitzgerald with & contribution from his firm

thelr retirement after 21 years seroice

towards the Defence Forces GAA Australian Tour. Comdt S
Coughlom 5 pictured o left.

MATERIALS MANAGEMENT ‘All Change’ at AXTRADE Ireland Ltd.

Rt ba TRTTTLR | J (v W - ; |
September 1989 1o February 1990 t—::i:nmh' demonstrations and exer- The continuing policy for compuler I of Axtrade Treland Limited it has  for the mmmmm\ﬁﬁh o . oy
(excluding December). The Course A Full lib purchase and the advanced stage of N a restructuring process o in relation to militaryand by Ma. Marganct ling. Ireland for five yoars
wat introduced by a4 two-day Pre- wils |. torary of notes and books the lagisiic computerisation project v fasl! 'Ecnedm“m wly formed lrish con- R Mmf- et th:;ﬂm;:lm I .mni ot of tzne
Lourse which ok place in IIP." con h':u; o F'“-:"""'d"-'d wha el Sl will TE'{[I.lirl: further Courses bk mmprodm£lib%tcruﬁn!slqlm'tsf[fﬂguhulm' which has s : nd h n lh‘wﬁﬂ.li;z scltod
ourse w h ; 3 3PNt un group work, discus. ; <t th pany = ith the Defence Forces a ave speci
leronce rodim, MokKer Bks. The Pro. " ey Uy Materials Management to assist the i ke over all a h i } I
Coiirae: st dinte et oy hr..::.r ;B;L..]r:i i[:]FI:.'ir!wnfu- sharing. Projocts Department hrifs. procurcment and cme u:zidw;th ::umud :.i“; !’ffﬂﬂmm‘“t:n just 3 MLETB the friendship Il}ﬁt has dmlﬂuma: :::: ﬂiﬁ:ﬁf; “I:fﬂ“;;
PR e e eV he organisation were . : g e AP ¥ ¥ ] Crypto AG, my successor wi experienc 2 :
& I.Ii":"l'\ ! .-.I',-',l*-rl-i f'.Jer1|-|Ll11\ l.llr l:.:::.- ;.:':d't:_”ﬂkl."ﬂ ..]“d PTU-\'L"d 1o bl! ﬂ!’ I;i'h;:]c:'! -;E;i.l:‘:,|:’jtr:;:1::illhl:'}:l;nhe &-‘hm mr ordsnmlns 7 Hagludathli;B‘. M}:m Whm ihﬂ bus‘ i = Fluw' Lﬁ oo talkﬂ]:hl:i ::-T“;I;
AT ELL A i oyt iy rm::.m“ vialue. The projects ranged achieved if we have P“"’m"rwl M?Trrﬂ“lng o “’it:?ha:i: ‘:ﬁzﬂ;ﬁﬂmmr] o i I‘-hl-l‘l»l‘-ﬂnn:'h‘_' ?wuﬁ{;fr:r;ﬁﬁ“;:irﬁh:mmm-
that military and civilian participants ¥ Inursciie trained in the operation of these new mpr]n M:ﬁnc: nDtrmnrnf Axtrade responsible for the con R
could vuthingthe prossaris mf ol xqfn oving  the  Materlals systems, The development of new i y M ; E:I ED fence Forces and the Department of tolephone Nos, etc,, ane as follows:
straints they each had o work undor -L’h:!-.-;}.u:?”.“ systiem. within the logistic techniques to achieve change D“f:f:‘;‘“th; A:t::;}a“d wiiI shostly move . o k - P ’
The programme itsell was bosed g Rt X 4..._1mw. will have to be undertaken if the - h: =i ¢ Tecninter and will thus keep reland Limited Tel: 762056, 789217
modern action |-L'=|n1"l'.:r_;: concepts and . e 1..-. of the Procuremem pro- Defence Forces are to be brought ,:“H" wiover, be a Director o Tecninter | N F“'t ?&6.793:
practicality was its hallmark. The g L] I;r}::“:thln the Defence Forces into the twenly-first century. nwh::h‘;::lftllll:i'ﬂuﬁ:f::ew and fo m;punsﬁlw“ Usbtﬂill[:;m i Tebe: y
shons themschves fnclads, 1 i I YN Or 1mp) POling offe. Y : . r. /] : E . Bl -
cate &t |:n1 {5 ‘:I:I.\n-.‘li\ u:-: 1[1! deniic, iy "W‘-"?'-“F!- m};;:z:::rlﬁ. :4.::1;\ h:lten‘ls Management is the first the E5.B. will succeed Mr. Janson, taking full i |
s i e in the Defence Forces TR Ao :‘-
. April 1990
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Defence Forces Volleyball 1990

The Senior Section of the above Tournament took place in the Gymmnasium, Cathal Brugha Bks

on 20021 Feb last,

The Team Reps met at 10.00 hrs for the Draw. It was at this meeting that it was propased by the
Naval Service Rep Lt (NS) P. ODonnell, that the format be changed for this year, .

It was decided that the new format would be a full Round Robin' of three ‘!’uﬂ sets. This would
g1we each team the opportunity to play all the other teams. At the end of this, ﬁ‘l'i: top four teams
would qualify for the semi-finals, with first playing fourth and second playing third.

been played, the frst somi was
to b E Comd v S Comd. This
match was expected o be close, as S
Lomd had already taken a sot off E
Comd in the prelims. E Comd took
the first sat 15-10, S Comd took the
neat set 156 and E Comd finally took
the deciding set 15-11. The second
semi was between W Comd and ©
Comd. W Comd were decisive in tak-
ing the first set 15-2 but C Comd
weke up and took the second <ot 15-3,
Ih the thind st © Comd were domi-
ranL dgain, winning it 15-8,
The final was set. E Comd
(Laptained by Coy Sgt Christy
Murphy) v € Comd (Captained by
Lt F" ‘Mono Golf). This Was 4 t:mg
dawaited match between these two
wams. Last vear S Comd had robbed
E Comd of the chance to play C
Comd in the final by beating them In
the semi-final. £ Comd wanted
revenge for their defeats ar the hands
T Comd in about seven of the last
min :».1"_.|"-\.

ﬂ FTER ALL THE PRELIMS had

Thee first set started and was very
exciting, with one of the new rules
ceming into eitect, that of the 17 point

mit on scores, E Comd lost a3 13-4
idvantage bul st managed 0 rake
€t by (7-16: C Comd took the soe
od st by the narmow margtn of |e
14 The third <ot was all ¢ Comd,
wWitifamn B docisively 15.7 E Comd had
e Ao =imething at this stage Thicy
ROt thair act togother and toak the
fourth et by 15-11. So it was a fiftk
Another new rule wWas o
come inte cifect here. That of a rally
pamt system, this means, cvery rally
wores & point regardless of which
sirvied. This was a very guick
exXCIng st with no rn.ar-glr: tor
a% U¥VITY ormor g

sl dw) slier

T
amad
CTFT AL e T, U T
Opponeniy. The st anly lasted 15
minutes with E Comud just

I
L

BAining the
dam [hyvlin rr.lF'r'.‘1 by 1513 win.
ning on e U Lo STV

A clasa 1 which Listed for
Fand > muns and will MCTRALN b0
Y il both }u'f:..'r-...-.n and
tators ulike jor g long time o
i .
The Novive Section uf the togrma
Mmook place in the Cymnasium
Lathal i'-r..-:'_"u Bks on 22 B Sy

As this was the inaugyral MNovier

A Report by Sgt Pete Ward

Col Joseph Flanagam, OC 2 Bde, pictured pre

competition and enly introduced at a
late stage. only three teams were rep-
resented. These were E Comd, ©
Comd and Air Corps

The competition started with E
Comd against Air Corps which the E
Comd took quite casily by 2 sets to
nil. Next, Air Corps played C Comd,
but again failed to be dominant and C

Camd won by 2 sets 1o nil, It Wity

decided to play the final ar this stape
as it =ovmied unneccessary to play the
last prelim just to see who topped the
pall,

LLOMS Tom Lamders

iombraateon Vollryball over the wears

sentirg the Lurm Devlin Trophy to Coy Sgt Christy
Murpry, Capeain of the mictorious F Comd Team RaM Pat Guerin is pictured on left

Prctuned trcemving @ special g
VERLIACAL AlremEn fromy phe Defenee Forces a

{Phato: agr P Wherd)

50 the final was set, E Comd
(Captained by Coy Sgt Larry
McGrath) v € Comd (Captained by
Pre John Byrow), The best of 5 sets, E
Comd got off 10 a shaky start and just
never got it together, losing the first
set by 15-10 and the second set by 13-
7 E Comd started the third set well,
building on a 8-3 lead, only to see €
Comd turn on the style and win oul
by 15-11. So a decisive win by 3 sets to
nil for C Comd. Maybe next year, all
Commands will be represented. Then
we will sce just who is the best
MNowvice team in the Defence Forces

eentatuon from Col | Flanagan o mark hes
fter 23 wears service - and of course his immense
{Photo: gt I’ Ward)
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NAVAL SERVICE

An
R frrrm

Harul
Osenboir could sing f-.ﬂilflﬂr the Stamd-down Ceremiomy keld af NEAD,
254 s sow, Cadel
anf l'mdm left o righi. the montage featsires Comdt W, | Brett and fis 5o,
n’:‘:‘ﬂﬂ: 4 iNE) I;S

I honour Comeumdore W, [ Brett's setiee
o b k. Stariing ai the top Left
: wmwhmﬂl MM‘M [I‘I.I-S‘I FH,I'J I D xm.u'un'dhr
e, until this {ssue. The photo monlage published now O Bt o (N3 o Commndore A, :

 Cifr . Mci¥amura, OC Nara! Depot bandi

o Brett addressing the panade. ; » Dunne, PSOIFOCNS
51485 Myl L. ke nd 5 T CrffCompikes et e 8 SR C Y mm i o . D
ard GOH: CPO M k i b - f

Comimpdore Deasy: frision [mypection acconrpan ed hy f.'[‘l."l' M tdu.mnm.:._
eceimin b6 g L g wnad Brid; AfSew K. Morrisey; Cir
h"."_'!‘gy;m; C';.': 'Wﬁ ! pﬂgh;"ﬁh iﬁmﬁﬁ :I's NCOw: Mrs Ii:ilﬂn Brett amd danghiers Dieoiss
. Preseniation . Mu .
Kesin Foster, Chairman (obh LIDC making 4 presentalion on ehalfof Cobh U
P 21
April 1a9g




Annual Rockhill 10k
Charity Road Race

IN AID OF DONEGAL HOSPICE
Saturday, May 12th 1990

The Defence Forces and the Community
Rockhill to the Fore

Plans are being made up in Donegal to ensure that the 7th
Annual Rockhill 10k Charity Race scheduled for Sat 12 May
1990, will be the bi and best event so far. The aim, of
cotirse, is to ralse funds, through sponsorship, for the
Donegal Hospice and 1o continue the very active invaive-
ment of B Coy, 28 Inf Bn personnel in the local community -
in:mﬂmrmhmmspmkmnmkthhaﬂtyFum wias
established in 1983 with the theme of "Charity through
Athletics”. To date a total of £14,000.00 has been raised

this Annual 10k Event and distributed by the Organisers, all

Shades of Empire - A Visit to Baluchistan

By Lt Col H. Quirke

The United Nations Good Offices Mission in Afghanistan and Pakistan (UNGOMAP) was estab-
lished after the signing of the Geneva Accornls on 14 April 1988. As a result fifty military officers
drawn from ten countries were deployed in both Afghanistan and Pakistan in May 1988, includ-
ing five from Ireland. Lt Col H, Quirke, Comdt S, Quilty and Comdt M. Verling served in
Afghanistan and Lt Col P. |. MacHale and Comdt |. Martin served in Pakistan. One of the first
tasks of UNGOMAP was to confirm the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan by 15 Feb
1989 and this historic event was completed on schedule. The main military task of UNGOMAP
up to the beginning of March this year was to confirm non-interference and non-intervention by
either party, i.e. Afghanistan and Pakistan, in the internal affairs of the other and teams of offi- l
cers were permanently posted at the three main road crossing points between both countries,
These are at Torkham at the entry to the Kh yber Pass in North West Frontier Province, Teri Mangal
ilso in North West Frontier Province and at Chaman in Baluchistan. Lt Col H. Quirke, Comdt M. |
Verling and Comdt T. Stapleton served in Pakistan while Lt Col J. Rigney and Comdt A. '
Gilleran served in Afghanistan. A change in status of UNGOMAP took place last month, “. Col
J. Rigney is now the sole Defence Forces Officer serving in this theatre with the United Nations.

Hospice Movement has captured the hearts of the generous
ple of the County who deeply appreciate the services
ing rendered to those suffering from cancer. Last year,
through a little bit of publicity for the Event in An
Cosantoir, Defence Forces members from all over the coun-
try made their way to Donegal to suppert the Rockhill mem-
bers. Once again, this year, an invitation to partake has been
extended by the 28 Inf Bn. We understand that accommoda-
tion etc can be arranged 50 why not plan on spending an
enjoyable break in lovely Donegal. All you necd i= a full

North Wesi

members of B Coy based in Rockhill, to charities in tha

area. This Is the second year that the
Donegal Hospice will benefit from the mk??wm. The

Committee.

sponsorship card! Details from Pte Michael McCormack at
Rockhill - 074-21933/21235, or members of the Organising

Rockhill Utd
FC Re-Union

Report & photographs by
Cpl R. Brennan

Rockhill Utd were formad in 1972,
Most players were members of B Cay
28 Int Bn They competed in the
Doncgal League from 1972 - 1985
During that time they were very syc-
cossiul, winning the League on four
Occasions. They also won the W
Comd :l'h.ampinmhlp twice, compet-
ing as a Coy Team, which in jtself Wils
4 great schievement considering the
diitics and strength of the Coy. A
number of plavers also won All-Army
medals with W Comd '
On the 3rd March Last, a n-union was
held, to bring together all personnel
who had played for Rockhill Utd over
the years. On this day a Past’ Eleven
ook on & Present’ Eleven in a chai-
lenge match and showed their
younger comradies “a :hlr:g_ or two' in

£ T Can, [ B Cany

& Inf Bn pelured
RiirF my ¢ r -
A Ly a ”*’---l--'ﬁ-'“: e 8
L =R Lo Bl o ke | o=y

s

|

2 convincing 3-0 victory. After the
game all retined 1o the ‘House” where
a presentation function took place to
honour ¢x Pto ‘Bunty’ Flanagan, who
recently retired after 21 years service
Bunty had the distinction of having
played the greatest number of games
far Rockhill Utd, During the function

Veterams with - A "
e 'ff’" fmT. The “Pest Eleven
=30 U Melawghlin, 5q1 |
Pre th:?ﬂ’ Flanagan, Rear LJR: CrlR R
ex Pies | Crossam, [ Purthill, S, Catters

!

H:r_.‘"rwnr' Elrven - wo
. Dosmey, P MeLaughl
Marsin } Allan, |. Galls

_H___

== L™ =

™ ot from duty! Front LjR: Ples
o, 5 O Deommell, Cpl. L. Pories, Py
gher. Comd} T, Cox_ Ples E Crawford,

g letter was read out from Comdt D.
O'Carroll (now serving with UNTSO
in Damascus) outlining the history of
the Club,

A minute's silence was then observed
for two deceased former players, C pl
1. Houston and Cpl D Caldwell, who
have departed for a better life,

Past pichired before the game. From! LIR: Cpl I' Gaffey, ex
Crawford, ex Cpl | McLaughlin, COMS |, Porter, Szt B, Ganigan, ex
remnan, Sgl 11 Walters. Set [ O'Nedl, Cpl F. MioClean,

e, T. ﬂ:a._wrl-rs. M. Lenmem, B, Galvin, H, McCormack
£ YOUTR rurerol 2 spd fadertliford

N. McRride, K. Harlin, H. McCl,
T McNamee. Rear LiR: Pies |
P Dunwerik, £ Boyee

An Cosantolr

The Mission has been redesignated as OSGAP and Lt Col Rigney is now a Military :hfzrﬂiser to
the Permanent Representative of the Secretary-General in Afghanistan and Fﬂkrsrmf (O5GAP).
The Geneva Accords also provide for voluntary return of an estimated five million Afghan
refugees and this has still to be implemented. ‘ )
In this article the author describes a visit to Baluchistan and traces briefly the history of the
It is expected that a further article on aspects of the Soviet
Forces withdrawal from Afghanistan will be published in a future issue of An Cosanloir

large garrison city of Quetta.

FLEW INTO QUETTA the capital
I of Daluchistan to wvisit the

UNGOMAP Outstation in the
city and the two UNMOs whoso lot it
was to monitor the flow of traffic
between Pakistan and Afghanistan at
Chaman Border Post. One of the
largest garrison towns in Pakistan
with @ population of about a million
people, Quetta is strategically situat-
ed on a plateau at 5,500 ft elevation at
the mouth of the Bolan Pass which
leads down towards the Indus River
a5 it flows through Sind and on into
the Indian Occan, South of Karachi
More importantly to the North-West
It faces the Khojak Pass which com-
mands the Western route from
Afghanistan into Pakistan. Like many
Eies in this country there is the old
and the new, but Quetta is mainly
new because it was almost totally
destroyed in the devastating carth-
fuake of 1935. There are many fine
new buildings but strangely the very
farge and bustling bazaar area with
8 rows of narrow inter-linking
sHeets is similar to many an old mar-
Mot or souk in this sub-continent or in
the Middle East But it is the very
large Cantonment on the South side
of the city which i most interesting
fom the military viewpoint, and
Miraculously this arca was littloe
Alfecind by the 1935 earthquake. Here
military type sign posting directs one
0 the Spaif College, Infantry School,
:lﬂn‘.ltnml, Mechanical and
figineering College and to many
Other military installations. The very
April 1990

large manpower of the Pakistan
Army is very evident, with smartly
dressed Quarter Guards parading in
front of the many regimental guard-
raoms, Military Police with their dis-
tinctive red cravats arc at all the major
road inter-sections and one wonders
when and why this remote caty
gained such military significance,

UETTA would not have'been
on the route of invading
Afghans and Moguls down into
India because the mainly barren
mountainous area between here and

Polirical ..q\g;q:-_c Excowl in North West Fromiugr Proomeor irdsl anes

the Indus would not have sustained
armics living off the land, They, like
Alexander the Great before them,
passed further to the North using the
Khybor and Nawa Passes which lead
directly into the fertile regions of the
Morth West Frontier Province und
Punjab. It was the Hrst Atghan War of
1835 /42 which first identified the ol
itary strategic importance of Quetta
In the 18308 the British in India
became alarmed with Russian cxpan
sion South to the Oxus River and
Afghanistan could not be allowed to
fall under Csarist control. A treaty

tetsared with L1 Col I Qhtrke

4




was signed at Lahore with the great
Sikh leader Ranjcet Singh and a
stralogic plan was agroed. The Sikhs
would ddvance on Kabul by way of
the Khyber Pass and a British Force
by wav of the Bolan and Khajak
Passies trrough Kandahar 1o the Wesi
It was 1tho [nsh Born General Sir John
Keane whis first commanded 1he
British-Indian broops in this repion
Wiem e Jed the Bombay Army up
trough the Bolan Pass from Karachi
b cnter Quetty in the Spring of 1839

While QUCrta 15 now called the
wenand of Pakisan, on account of fte
many well watwred fruit prm‘luu:lg
vallevs, 1t was described by one of
Keane's Officers as a most miserable
mud wwn". However the half
starved Bombay Army and also the
Bengal Army which had marched
overland from Lahore in what was
then kb Tungab, were able 1o pur-
“hase meat and wheat from the Sur-
rounding plains bulore Keane wheo
mied overall command, marched
Seth armies up through the Khujak
Mass w0 Kandahar in April 1839 and
from there, on to capture Chaeni and
enter Kabul in August that same year
From there Keane meturned o [f'.dla
and the roward of a Bareny |n Ireland
and thus escaped the L'-:J!.l.“tf'..lphi‘
which betedl that army in the treac har-
ous Passies botween Kabul and
Jalalabad in the cold January of 1842
Buat then Yo the Cxpernienced and
Heasive Keane would never hawve
owed thar situation 1o

dt"l-'t‘ll.li" ifi
thar firse g lace?

The Britjah were again back in
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Baluich schootboys i 2 frudt producing valley, Sauth of Quietta.

was vindicated only two years later at
the time of the Second Afghan War in
1878 when the Russian t Teat again
saw British armies marching fram
Quetta on their way to Kandahar and
Kabul. Then at the be inning of this
ceptury, Field Marshall Lord Roberts
again identifying Afghanistan as the
major external threat to the British
Raj. re-organised the British Indian
Army. As the Khyber and Khojak
Passes were the two main cntry
Eoinlh oppasite Peshawar in the
rontier Province, and Quetta in
Baluchistan respectively, both these
BArTison towns grew in size in order
o accommodate the new field army
OF mine divisions. The decision to st
the new Indian Army Staff College at
Wuctta, on similar Tines to Camberley
wais also taken by Kitchener and it
dates from 1905, After Pakistan's
Independence in 1947, this College
became the Pakistan Army Siaff
College and today they remain very
proud of this internationally
fenowned military academy. Fiald
Marshals Auchinleck and
Montgomery served here as Colonel
Instructors in the carly 1930s and the
present Forcign Minister, Yaqub Khan
was Schoal Commandant from 1963
to 1965 with the rank of Major-
Camneral
Today it is a mixture of old and
new. Most of the old mud bricked
ium:: hun._;;..xlnw by pe buﬂdmgs LTS
vive, but MaANY new ones, i:n:lm.ilnj.;
the new Stay College, are Appuanng
#% the more derelicr s are m:mg
replaced. One of the fow buildings to
be destroved in this Cantanment areg,
N e carthquake of 1935, was the
finge Carholic Church which cracked
and had 1o be taken devwn in 1935 It
was mebuill in 1971 on the same Site,
b unlomunately the new building is
MM near as fine Structune as the old
une. The old officers lines with their
leneed i h..r-};alm-.w are Very momi-
Er.--.u.".: of K lines in the l'._'ur.'.lb"h
British Indian Army uther ranks Wi
discouraged from leaving barracks
and so Cantonments had 1o supply
shops, cantoens ang neTeational facil-

=
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ities. Muny of these old canteens and
shops are still intact and there are
many open playing arcas, with cricke
obviously the most favoured game.
And again like the Curragh there is
an cighteen hole golf course nearby.,

large garrison here, a Corps
Headguarters and perhaps
three divisions, but in some ways it is
like an Army of Occupation, The
Baluch are reluctant Makistanis, unly
joiming the new Stale a Independence
when the, mainly Mumjabi, Pakistan
Army occupied the Provinee in foree
in 1948, Baluchistan provides
Pakistan with most of jts oil, natural
Eas and coal, and this siphaning off of
the Province's riches is a source of
great annoyance to the fiercely
nationalistic Baluch, This caused the
insurgency of the Baluch Peoples
Liberation Front in 1973 when almost
B0,000 of Pakistan's Army were tied
down for almost five years before the
revolt came to and end. Baluchistan
has also been described as the soft
underbelly of Pakistan because of its
vulnerability to Savier penetration
through Western Afghanistan, and
because of its long border with Iran.
Now, in addition since the Soviet
pccupation of  Afghanistan in
December 1979, the Province has
absorbed an estimated one million
Afghan refugees, the majority of
whom live in camps between Quetta
and Chaman
To drive this journey today is o
be constantly reminded of the tragedy
of this war. Almost the last building
une passes on leaving Quetta is the
farge Red Cross Hospital for Afphan
wounded. Further on, after assing
through the very fertile fruit arming
area at Kuchalak the road passes
through the large refugee camps at
Saranan and Piralezai. Here there are
smaller hospitals and dressing sta-
tions and also two International
Labour Organization (ILO) vocational
fraining centres run by retired
Cavalry Corps Captain Michael
Mulcahy. These are just two of twelve
such centres organised by the ILO
and Mick Muleahy in the refugee
dreas of Baluchistan. They provide
the younger retugees the opportunity
10 learn many of the skills which will
be requined to re-build their war-lorm
country when they roturn. It is a very
dedicated and prafessional service
which involves very long journcys in
difficuly climate and very often in
very dangerous conditions, Unlike
the North West Frontier Provinee
there are no tribal ancas in Baluchistan
but all UN personnel travelling in
Border Amas close 1o Afghanistan are
Provided with armed escorts by
either the Fruntier Corps (Military) or
by the Frontier Constabulary (Police
levies) Of Irish interest also in this
area, |n nearby PFishin, lives
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P AKISTAN MAINTAINS a very

Baluchistan’s first female Member aof
Pakistan's Mational Asscombly (MNA)
- one Jennifer Qazi Muss (nee Wren)
from Tarbort, Co. Kerry,

T IS INFFICULT to travel this

area and not reflect on what the

conditions of soldiering were liko
for the other ranks of the Bl!-mh.]':.-‘
Army whu first came here with Keane
in 1839, Many o! them like subse-
guent Bombay, Madras and Bengal
Armics were Insh. While Keane and
his officers rede on horseback and
wiore attended by g retinue of Broaims
cooks, bearors and batmen, the sol
diers had to march across desert and
up through rough mountain passes in
extremes ol temperature. Down
through the Bolan Mass in Sind and
across the Indus at Multan where the
Ind Battalion, the Dublin Fusilicrs
were disbanded in 1922, the tempora-
ture rises to SO0 (120F) in the heat of
the SwmmerThe normal tour of duty
in India was four long vears and
unlike the officers who would spend
shart leave periods with their familios
In the hill stations at Simla and
Murree and longer leave Lvery two
years back in England, the other
ranks remained in barracks down in
the very hot plains. Diseases like
cholera, dysentery and malaria were
big killers and the Christian grave-
vards in Quetta, Peshawar and many
other garrison towns bear testimony
to the many young men, women and
children who died in these parts.

B —

There aro many Irish names to be
found boecause all the Irish Regimemnts
in the British Army servied lung peri
ods in India, There is 3 fine stone
monument in the grounds of St
lIohi's Cathedral in Poshawar com-
memorating forty-one NCOs and men
af the st Bartalion Munster Fusiljers
who dicd of chalera at Shakadda,
about twenty miles Narth of that city,
during the Mohmand Expedition of
1908, Irish names are alzo 10 be seen
on the gravestones of British
Regiments, cspecially those from
Lancashire, Cheshire and Yorkshine,
Some last lines from a poem by the
old Fenian O'Donovan Russa mome to
mmind. [t 5 3 poem written by Rossa
from an English jail in which he
describes how as a young boy in
famine stricken West Cork, he helped
two bovhood friends, Charlie and
Thady, tr".I.f:.' thedr widowed mother

‘And Charlie died a soldiering in
Bombay

and Thady died in Hoss the other
day’

While Charlie would not have
been to Quetta and Kabul with Keane
and the Bombay Army of 1839/42 he
could very well have been 1o these
pari= with later Bombay Armies, like
many of his generation forced by eco-
nomic conditions at home, to fight
other people’s wars in far away
uniricndly places.

And, finally a word about the

amall Christlan '.'11:|::1'.|:1|:|::|,.' n
Quetta. There are mare than twelve
thousand Christians, mostlv Catholics
in the city and some thousands mare
scattered around this largest of
Pakistan's Provinces Pakistani
Christians are generally very poor,
many came hene with the British from
further South in India, and many are
low caste Hindu converts, Thire ane
only two priests in Quenta 1o adm
ter afl Baluchistan - an arey mine than
twice the size of Ireland. Like Fr Ton
Ratferty, an Irish Mill Hill priest in
MNowshera In North West [i-'r-.F:'lrI-'T
Province and Fr Theogenes an OMI
from Sri Lonka and his Pakistani
Assistant. They travel very long four-
neys to adminiater to thase living in
outlying towns and villages, but then,
long journeys were always an acoept-
cd part of life in these parts

-
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the pctuiri in our February issue,
Was 1973

the righs,

Two prople have submitted information in conmection with
The location is of course, Athlone Barracks and the year

Is
Both submissions agrea that the Officer on the 1(:&
igadier Ceorge M-‘lm%nn and that Col A. T. Lawlor is on

__Although wearing a Sam Browne Belt, the soldier Jean-

Who? Where? Why?

MacEoin).

|I|E on I.I L4 hﬂl!“t, n H}'S = SEIN LT i W other
one g I ‘1‘5' L l. I
PI' k b ] L} W
fiﬂl“lﬁ 14 1.'Cﬂ I(“ hIEKIt“'l“ {no "-]-I-'lt 0 S0an oF limm

- 5p i b Lt
] side Col Lawlor (note the spurs) could tx
Ehﬁulﬂ?:mb: says one entrant. Not so, says the other -
t‘l:u has the ru;m-s of the group writien on a similar photo-
graph but is still trying to decipher it.

Can anyone settle the agument?

i |
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Dublin 16

Telephone: 956911

MicroDBureau

ata Systems
L Duhunnrsﬂ:ﬁfih%ﬂ’ﬁfm-zuﬂﬁm’
For Business And Home Computers

AMSTRAD
ATAR]
COMMODORE

SPECTRUM
IBM COMPATIBLES

HUGE SELECTION
OF BUSINESS AND

LEISURE SOFTWARE

Why not cut the cost of time
and pain of computer training

TRY VIDEO LOGIC
mplete Computer Training on Videg

Computer Snjeg = Saft
oo -
Df!-EIIIID I‘uhllsh:ng — Eﬂf.ch;ﬂﬂﬁ

Broderick

BBIROS

John F. Kennedy 15 Tobin
Estate Street,
Naas Road, Dublin 12 Cork.
Phone: (01) sogoss {021) 273335
Fax: (01) 500570 (021) 271952

VICTORINOX - Knives
ATLANTA SAW - Blading & Saws
ROWLETT - Toasters

STUCKI - Polyamid Containers
FISCHEH - Steels

WIRAX - wire wares

MERMAID - Kitchen Utensils
CASTLE BRAND - Saucepans

An Cosantoir

01, Grange Park Rd
Raheny
Dublin 5

Go Anywhere, Do Anything

Sir,
Itisa fact that lrishmen have seldiering in their blood and it
is because of our history that Crown forees, and now our
own savereign forces are so closely related when put into
chranalogical sequence of military service

My late father was a Trooper in WW |, He served in the
South Irish Horse and was based at iough Bks in the
Curragh. My son, Keith, enlisted as an apprentice in the
Army Apprentice School and where should he end up on
posting as a trained soldier technician, but at the same bar-
racks, now of course Plunkett Bks, This coincidence set me
thinking and what i= now a military trend in our family
apparently started with my maternal Grandfather, one
Samuel Pickering who appears to have been from Sliga.
Born in 1867 he joined the East Lancashire Regiment (The
uffs) and later on the Australian Imperial Forces (The
ANZACS) and served with the Pioncers in WW 1. He saw
service in India, Afghanistan, South Africa, Australia and
France. He took part in the Chitral Campaign in
Afghanistan and served in the Khyber Pass. He then took
part in the Boer War in South Africa in 189971901 and later
with the ANZACS Pioneers in France. He became a Sergeant
sometime during the course of the foregoing. He had the
Indian General Services Medal, the Chitral Campaign
Medal, the South African Medal with Bars and the Service
Medals of WW 1 - the Mons Star 1914718 and War Medal,
How he came to be in the Australian Forces | do not know
Butit would seem to be typically Irish, i.e. go anywhere and
do anything,

. Now my Dad (Freddie Leeson) came into the picture. He
]u:E born in 1898 and his mate was a Woodus Whittaker
X hsan - Uncle Willie, (born about the same time). My Dad
& courting my mother Charlotte Pickering and Uncle
Hiie was courting my mother's sister Isabelle Pickenng
5&“:" b“”! subsequenily married their fiancees and became
of "J:,““' Pickering's sons-in-law. Apparently with the onset
H W I they both joined up as Troopers in the South Irish
¢ {see photo). You can see the shamrock on his cap.
whe ere based in Gough Bks (Plunkett) at the Curragh
% ™ they did their basic training and learned their soldier-
% and hﬂﬁcm&n‘!-hip before being sent to France. Uncle
April 1990

| Willie was transferred to the Royal Irish Lancers (The

Diandy 5th) and later the Machine Gun Corps. He w, -
rated with the Military Medal and I?l-iﬂﬁp‘l}%r Muﬁ&?ﬁy
Dad was also transferred to the S5th Lancers then to the
Royal Fusilicrs (City of London Regiment) and then the
Glasgow Highlanders (HLI) and then back to the South Irsh
Horse. Why all this transferring was done | have no idea
Save to say that the ways of armies were always somewhat
of a mystery. Dad was a signaller st Class and also a noted
marksman. He served in the first and second battles of the
Somme and Ancre. Also at Deuville Wood, Beaurnont Hamil
and Grandcourt Poziers Corselette. He served in the ARD in
Publin during WW 1L

Tpr Ketth Leeson, Depot Cao and 66 Inf Bn (LINIFIL) metured before
departure bo Lebanon [ast year.

Cur Keith joined the Army with the 20th Platoon of the
AAS in 7984, We always felt he got the taste of Army life
from his scout master in Kaheny - one Sgt Harry Higgins of
the Air Corps. On graduation Keith was posted to the
Cavalry Corps (sce photo), Depot Cavalry at Plunkett Bls,
Curragh. The feeling that he was pasted to the hardskin
workshops was that of being somewhat short in length he
could be inserted into the exhaust of a "% or ADPC, the better
to repair the innards! He toured with 63 IRISHBATT UNIFIL
and naturally we were very proud when all the lads of the
Peacckeeping Forces of the UN were awarded the Nobe|
Peace Prize. He is currently on tour with 66 IRISHEATT and
we arc very proud he is serving in the cause of peace, and he
is of course very proud of his Glengarry,

Yours sincerely,
George E. Leeson

Sir, 13 Feb 1990
More Bang for the Punt

I was amazed to learn that 82% of the entire Defence Budget
goes to wages and salaries. As was pointed out in the article
in the January issue of An Cosantoir, the remaining 18%
leaves the entine Defence Forces capital equipment budget
terribly under-funded, considering the cost in 1990 terms of
a single aircraft or ship or indeed of a relatively expensive
jtem like an APC

Of course three or five year capital expense budgets
would help, as items could be ordered, but delivery and
payment could be spread over the throe of five vear perind

"An idea has occurred to me which may be worth consid-
ering by the ‘Powers That Be'. Every Corps of the D-.-!I'unn*
Forces has an equivalent FCA Unit, eg, Signals, Naval
Service, Cavalry, S&T, etc., with the notable exception of the
Air Corps.

I am sure that there 15 a sizeable body of commircial
pilots, both fixed wing and rotary wing, and technicians liv-
ing and warking in the Dublin area that could be formed
into an Air Corps FCA Unit. The conversion to Air Corps
equipment for both pilots and mechanics would be fairly

-7
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casily achieved and this would surely help out with the LT e VIR -t
shortage of those professions in the Air '[:[]r;}ﬁ.t A Talewith a Twist -'}’:.‘- Lr'-

The problem of trained pilots and mechanics leaving Air : AN
Forces for better paying positions with civil arlines 15 a g ¥

world wide problem. Australia recently passed a law Fro-
mbiing Quantas, the national atrline, from hiring R.AAF
pilots and mechanics

The idea of using civilians in a FCA situation, as SUggost-
ed above, works very well in this country. In Air National
Guard units that makes up nearly 0% of the USAF persan-
nel,

Aar Corps equipment seems to have finally caught up to
the Twentieth Century which makes the case for MYy SUgges-
Hon even more germaine

*eter |, Browne

Resource One, Incorporated
Seven Pointe Circle
Creenville, SC 20615

LUSA
Ro Sttt
25, Suir Road.
Kilmainham
8 Mar 90
Sir,

Editor,

In Vol 50 No 2, which pays deserved tribute to the Army
lumping Team and the Equitation School, | detect a slight
eror on page 16, The photograph caption at the bottom of
the page should read L/R Capt D). Corry, Comdt )G
ODwyer, Capt F A, Aherm . Lt ). F Novion

This group is definitely Irish Army, 'Emergency’ era. | had a
BSA M20 500cc motarcyele as District Off icer, Coastwatch
Sligo - Reg No ZD 23, The Capt on right reminds me strong-
ly of Harry Flood. He was a Staff Officer 1o Maj Gen Hugo
MacNeill ar 2 Divisian HQ. The "head' in the middle looks
like Capt Cus Mulligan, who served in 4 Motor Squadron
Meither paid a visit o Kent in 1940, of that P'm protty sure.

Taurs sing emely,
Michae] OYShey

Yours -.im_'n_-n,-lv_.-,

Editors MNote: This s g Comde Owen Quinn (Rewd)

uite correct and has been painted out
by o :

Ui

# few of our subscribers: We have placed a note in

"Hhee copy of the August 1976 issue of An Cosantair, A g,
tram which the ;th-;n:hp_r.u-‘.l and caption refermed to was
oxkracied

171, Kimmage Road West,
Editor, Dublin 12

ill Regarding vour Tale with a Twist’ on age 23 of Vol 50 No
Art ery C“rps Da}r 1990 2. Enclosed photo was taken near Dh’:i‘E%!E wn, Co. Meath in
The 1950 Artillery Corps Day will be held in Miniiy .'t-1.1:.- 1941, en Toute to Virginia, Co Cavan for Summer exer-
Bks, Ballincallig, on Saturday 25 August 1990, This _—
event will have a distinctly "Ballincollig flavour' and
it is hoped that all Gunners and friends of the
Artillery Corps will be able (o attend.

A detailed programme will issue later.

Those in the r'h._-.-r.-_1 are L/R Set 17
Luggan, COMS Don Danovan and Gunner O'Loughlin, all

of 10 Fd Bty, 2 Fd Arty Bn attached to 2 Inf Bn commanded
by the then Majpor |, D McGrath

The motoreyele, of whic

w Corcoran, Lt Michael T

i s "_r,,.-;..‘.\‘ IV & es

= . o ch | was the rider, was a BSA
ot ,T.M”,-'.--";"ff:r": — e R | 150k . Kog, No ZD 206, Gunner O'Loughlin rode ZD 208, ZD
i " Y WL grem (0 him by Cal Shosthall _:.g,;_. I\i'i.:'f.' '_ T'" I:‘.'h was Irish Army property and the pl'--'-h‘_ "
ety ol nd are noy e Wy Bl o o crenr b iy j'-... " LIMEWNRere 1n I:I‘lgh]n_.\',: and not "Kent to be FP.'ﬁ'I‘.L'"
— it N @Ry rwtusd avr uprivwd them g gmal Lih what funt
. :' ; -‘.:-r-.'r T ey 4 i kg I"i:.l Tk :'\T-‘.'.'.r. i ‘I.I.II..II'L.
L Michaol T ]]1.'\:“_“-,
ia Lt Col (Retdy
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imspecls @ Cuard of Honour drswn from 3 Inf Rn, on the ae
his receml Inspectional Visit to C Comd

Maj Cen F N, O'Connell, QMG escorted by Capr 5 O"Sullivan, Col I A Sman and M

e, rs Kosaleen Swan pictured with Brig Cem P
L p i :
CaTion 0f Crennan, GO C Com

d and Lt Col M. 0'Shea, Mess President,

Cornd HQ Officers Mess, om the occasion of & presentation made to Col

Suan to mark his retivesnent from the Deferce Forees. On bekalf of all
our readers we wish Col Swan @ peaceiul and happy retirement

(Photo: gt A, O Trien)

(Photo: .qxf A OVBrien)

Pictured at the prize-giming for the Best Decorated Bks Competition
witich was held coer the Christmas period. Arig Cen P Grernan, GOC
muade the presentation, Coy Sgt Phil Grani, MecDermolt Bks: Coy Sgi
Christy Flynn, Connally Hks: Coy Sgt Donie Maolloy, McDowragh Bis,
Cal T. Dumne, Comd EC) & 2IC

Pictured at a function in Clarke Bke NCOs Mess to mark their weeeiv
ing "An Ronn Dea fampair’, Lt Col N, Callawan, OC Clarke Bks; Pre
Larry Geraghty and Coy 53t [ohn Baldwin (Medal recipientd) and
Hu:g Gen F‘ ':_.rrl-m.t.w-rI :‘fx' £ [

(Mhato: Sgt A, O'Brien) (Photo:5gtA. OBrien)

B

A Presembation from students of 4 .'rf:-rr.:_r [rstria tuars J:.:.lr- Lo the
Infantry Weapons School, at @ fimctiem held recently in MeD) nagh
Bks NCOs Mess, on the completion of the Course. L/R: Capi |
O'Shea, CTD 5§ Comd; St [ Doyle, 21 Inf An (FCAL, Sgt M, Corry, 4
Canl H, Berney, IWS: Capt M. Mullagh, 30 Inf Bn
W g (Photo: sgt A O Brien}

: :
versannel from the C Comd who competed in the Defence Forces

- i Championships heid at Custume Bks, Athlone. recently.
= were Rurners-up for 1990,

(Pheto: Air Corps Photo 5ec)

INSURANCE BROKERS & CONSULTANTS

| Sponsors of the Defence Forces GAA Australian Tour 1990

17 SouTtH MAIN STREET, Naas, Co. KILDARE

Fax: 045-97718
Telephone: 045-76231/76331 _
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Official Opening of Canteen |
at Kilbride Military Camp

Brig Gen P F Monahan, GOC E Comd, presided at the offi-
cial opening ceremonivs and reception 1o mark 1huh:i-lpcnlng
of the new canteen at Kilbride Military Camp on 29 Mar 90.
This further upgrades Kilbride Military Camp training
facilitics for E Comd. The new canteen provides light
snacks, hot pies, drinks and bar facilities, with a TV, Pool
Table & Dart Board available. It s hoped this service will be
availed of by units conducting range practices, who can eat
theit own rations at lunch time in the comfort of the can-
teen, augmented with hot pies and appropriate drinks. This
will be ideally suitable for FCA Units conducting overnight
weekend training camps who can use the full bar facilities
tor social events, get togethers and so on - an important part

At Tiri Remembered - 6 Apr to 13 Apr 80

At Tiri village 1s located at the forward edge of the Irish Battalion's Area of Operations (AQ) in the UNIFIL
AQ. 1L s sttualed i a valley running East to West and dominated to the North by a range of hills, the highes!
being Hill 880, and by a smaller range o the Sputh. In 1980 the population of the village was some 2,000 pere
20MS, r‘rr_‘a'u:?r':.'r'{_u Maoslem
At Tiri was important because:
@ By local standards it had a fairly large population,
@ It controlled the only road leading North onto Hill 880. From this hill the towns of Haddathah, Tibnin,
Haris and the fertile Tibnin Valley could be easily dominated by divect fire,
@ The village was under LUNIFIL control and jutted Southwards into the area controlled by the Israeli backed
and supported De Facto Forces (DFF) of Major Saad Haddad - the so called 'Christian Enclave’. This is an
arca of South Lebanon between the Isracli Border and the limif o which UNIFIL was allowed to deploy. The
ohttuning tgo, ) Irish Battalion had four UN Posts established in that enclave. By reason of their isolation and vulnerability
m':":"]'if“::m:;:f} ;“?’r‘i‘;i': ITI:E:L?::::;?::TT;I::;::E f,;:ﬁ'rf}m ‘_-!:: -*-mfﬁt:n ;;tr:fh??::fr ,r: b :1:”:: ::"rﬂ:lur' :‘Hlnlif T:Tr within the DFF n'nr;'rmur.-{ enclave these Posts became commonly knomwn rs "Hostage Posts’ Thfl';.r were of
Bks Officors Mess. Full bar facilities include draught beers, I;‘rr-r'mni; e g eI bt LSt little strategic value to UNITIL but were considered to be politically important. Requests to have them closed
stout, lager, spirits, soft drinks, swects, chocolate, cigarcttos down had been denied.
etc. Normal opening hours are 1230 to 1400 hrs daily during In the October 1988 issue of An Cosantoir Capt Ray Murphy in his article, ‘Background to the 1980
“'1[;'1:1'r”:]"'1 r,mt-“m vda ‘w.:uhp;tmu E.'-F-;"-W_I'F'- 1800 Battle of At Tiri - a personal assessment’, placed the attempt by the DFF to take over the village of Al Tiri,
2200 hes _:Fq.sl’:t: :it::;::j: :E:!;m;lf: .:: 'fmf‘l?i?f,fc[,ﬂm‘; and u!_hrr c'f;:,-fr_{y related .":::'r'd':'rrtl::. :ml‘n the broader J"rm_m-u'r-ri' of what was happening in the M'r':.fefh' Fm! i -..-:! r
unit. Har extensions are provided for special social events the wider political front at that time. The following article has been compiled by a number of pr‘r:«m:m_? who i, r'=._
on the ground” in At Tiri from 6 to 13 April 1980 and is dedicated to the memory of Pte Stephen Griffin of 46
h

with the permission of GOC E Comd, Cpl Burke, Kilbride
Mil Camp Staff is the Canteen Manager under the supervi- IRISHBATT, Pte S. Soronaivalu of FI[IBATT and those members of UNIFIL wounded or injured during the
‘Battle of At Tiri".

sion of DFCB

Kilbride Military Camp comprises an area of 1500 acres,
providing 3 rifle ranges for conducting normal small arms
training, range practices, a Saab Scania range, avernight
sccommodation and catering facilities for 200 all ranke, In
the immediate area are ideal forests and mountains for tacti
cal and adventure training, A new 5 vear afforestation plan
will eventually rosult in 1500 acres being landscaped with
CopseE of trees to provide better tactical training arcas and
environmentally imprave the open landscape. Effective
heating and & large drying room are gas operated. Further
storage heating e now being provided inthe 10 Block

In the long term it is envisaged that Kilbride Camp will

South Lebanon. Having celebrated the religious rites | from the seriousness of competition. Thcéntg:;tj}mpﬂnﬂy

of Easter, off-duty personnel of the Battalion (Bn) set- | (Coy) tug-o-war was just buyn_mng, HQ ‘_uﬁ-. ? . F': o i
tled down for an entertaining afternuon at the Bn Sports. | Recoe Coy and both teamns were ‘on .”'“ rope for | 1; H.‘un]t
With the last notable calendar highlight before rotation | pull. A familiar ery, "Becce turn out’, rang ACISE ! |.:'.E e I1
passed, morale was very high. At the Total pitch the compe- | Immediately the rope was dropped and ".“ ran to the wall-
tition, as well as the heat, was intense. The 10,000m runners | ing AFVsof the lf:.'o_y. The time was 1545 hrs T
were back after their gruelling ordeal. The sprint finals were | At the Bn briefing the situation was made crystal clear

S UNDAY THE 6th OF APRIL, dawned clear over | completed and the navelty qvents had brought light relicl

[——

be the main training area for E Comd, particularly with its
proximity to the City Bis ’

AL Tirt Village .
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N HILL 880
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DFF actions at 0613427 Apr 80 in thelr
Likeover' af AL Tir Village,
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ing of the Shannon Ricer area in late Febjogrly March las). According 1o SO | o -0 o :
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with a UN fist. After some further discussion, the tension
cased and the status quo was restored. To show good faith to
all, the UN persannel wen: invited 1o the reception. Despite
many cups of shi (tea) and the multitude of cigarettes, the I
most welcome event was the vppartunity to have a wash. To '
the vast amusement of the local ladies, the soldiers gleefully
washed in their helmets and then danced and sang in the
courtyard. The reception itself, was a sombre affair despite
the best effarts of the Irish ta enliven the procesdings

Threats & Negatiation, Patient Fffort and a Casualty for
[RISHBATT |

Meanwhile, plans were being prepared 1o rescue the
stranded APC. It was first necessary to recce the arca and to
dq this the DFF were engaged in conversation whilst a fool
patrol slipped quietly into the dark to carry out the recee, It
was also time 1o try to get some sleep in the APCs. With
changes of sentry, intermittent DFF ealls for mare shi drink-
tng and the shght apprehension of what the morrow would
bring, sleep was difticult to come by,

The plan was that one APC would move forward at
dawn to make contact with the stranded APC whilst the sec
ond APC held the Junciion. A diversion would be created al
the East End by all the vehicles starting and revving their
cngines. At the West End, however, there was a small prob-
letn - a DFF jeep was blocking the narrow alley routes to the
stranded APC, At approx 0500 hrs the UN personnel asked
the DFF for coffee. The DFF readily agreed and one of their
members was detailed to go back into the village to get
some. Unce he had passed through the Junction in his gep
he was not allowed back until the rescue operation was com-
pleted.

At 0525 hrs the rescuing APC moved forward and imme-
diately the DFF came onto the alley-way and stood in fron
of the APC. The driver was instructed to continue driving
slowly. The DFF were brushed to either side of the vehicle
and immediately they opened fire on the APC with SA fire.
The APC arrived in a small square and immediately came

Confromtation at the CPF leading to the villw - - - » fire from another DFF paiml. Directions were
: viltuge of At Tir, out of picture to the righ r T » n T under more fire fro ; ;
mm v DN 2 28 i F o the right, carly in the mo 7A 980, The “puthause” position " as ib are ' -
'”: I"mfll:rifﬂfrmh .\-;*frl;.:jl" r';-ul]" Fight of the frame. A Super Shermian fank of theé DFF rign'-(fill:""':.ll.u'f e :r%:::‘irfu-?""pr;‘i !:. h-T:.Er_h {:r ,--;jJ'F'rr:-r,lwn !I!ul was blocked by a UN APC. Some veTy angry Pf.*n-umw] p.,ﬁ:;-cd to the Slrﬁﬂﬂ.ﬂd APC as it I'lEEUIhlILI’.t ks '-;'.:_'r E‘ux:lj't
| LIN TRESHE, WL 0 amd Powhard M3 APC Bock further aceess 1 th wllage ares. (See mext page for the same place 10 years later) ! i militia uniform got out and one in particular was most | along a twisty lane. The DFF attempted to J]:1I1ﬁ=5 Bie 1'1:1;
{Plioto: Capt T. Aleruel Upset. He was later identificd by the villagers as Maj (5gt) | rescuing APC, but the driver kept the vehicle moving

Haim - 3 DFF leader. A scuffle broke out and his spectacles | ward and back in the confined space, whilst the W':jc_h“f”f"
were accidentally broken when his chin came into contact | mander threatened to return fire, After what seemed an cter- |

the De Facto \ 5 gy
rh; ‘.”lagt;i‘:fF:?ﬁﬁrEjE] :{ r"l;'“?{" 1[*“3*311(1 had broken into At 1725 hrs an APC from Recce Coy was ordered to
it il |:O :hl- rr_'lﬂ eserve (Recce Coy +) was | move to the West End and to help extricate the stranded

) e village by way of Hill 880 in | APC and its crew. The APC moved by a ring route to the

order o assist O oG o e )
agan mobile and hC:a}:liEy ft-:,-:ﬂ hl:”],l] ".Er"”“‘ were once | North of the village, later to be known as the North Circular.
Total fully realised what 'If'.lb h-'l|:. u-hti:;' PRI ) The DFF, meanwhile, were reinforcing their positions by
The DFF had approached mp Tiri % the diracti infiltrating personnel across country from the South into the
Kunin. With the physical “imnm‘mfm h‘“.d'm‘”"" of | village. As the rescuing APC made its way into the West
despite the best efforts of the Check ot (o tack and | End, it encountered 2 DEF position at a location to be subse-
5 : eckpoint (CP) personnel | quently o S : sl tac
they had forced their way through the CP Opees quently called The Junction’, The time was 1735 hirs and the
they took up position at the end ui'lh . 1.” nce through, | attitude of the DFF was decidedly hostile and aggressive
U ponitn) D ; 16 o i .J-.Lm:e_lu.udmg Wthe | and mather than aggravate a delicate sit th i"*.LE'[:r:;‘- '“--.q
o Mr dufunaw;- Fm‘“:ﬂimmmundwnn! local houses, they | ordered to hold its ground ikl L '
Having crussad Hill 880 Bocen s Back at the UN €P at the East End, more DFF personnel
vicinity of the CP. Recees iy feac achloyed in the | were amriving from Saf al Hawa in civilian cars had with
bt ik gmhrn::u Irﬂm‘lﬂ I[:L_t[.:'.\:l and all available | another half-track. This half-track attempted to ram a UN
nrs the DFF and some local vills :{ . }.‘N.'r!-u.'mm-L At 1632 | APC blocking the road but at the Jast moment it backed off
order to discuss the situation .'i‘ti:-.':‘ :':_EFFUM hﬁj- the CPin | and switched off its engine. The DFF, now with a strength of
pass the tank staps and afper 20T pu hn.rrl.nt permitied to | approx 150 in the village, = up two martar positions near
.srpl:m]t_!:n l::rl' unarmed personnel wﬁ,:|;,r;i,i:u:.::::lnﬁ'1r'l o~ "“Lh“gi‘_:"-ﬂ*\ l;'ﬂ" crowd of anxious vi]lap,eis gathered
ward. The UN pasiti : ¢ AT © | near the TN As the tonsi 2 DEF fired
Position from the outset was simply that the twenty rounds of .ﬁmn:; ;E::\:ntg:}ggju‘:: tll.::f }uE:I::::;f‘:F::::

DFF would have to w
with ] vy
argued that they had L"-Tir?r:-:::.;r:l;ts tl:ﬂl.xglnlv Th{.: DFF | CP Hearing the shoating at the CI* the DFF personnel at the
inhabitants, which from th v VRARE by the | West End also joined in and o ! o ey
ly untrue. A simple w;u",;:,., L:.Ililf:“ o :h"_m‘"'“' Waspatent- | the rescuing APC began to Elﬁ:cll-\dfu.?rr:af; Jui“ﬂ? :ﬂﬁrd.:rl-nkn
prolonged stay et expeciy a8 not readily apparent and 4 DFF with its searchlight. There was now a Lan;pflj-,? this
In the meantime an APC from C Coy was sp APC being cut off, reinforcements were called for and anoth-
West End of the village in order 1o pick s:l]'.l i ': Tm ' the | er APC arrived at 1908 hrs, The DFF also reinforced therr
wihich hg o, : i d Aanding patml 1xit - i Gl
'.!"m:- .Nwl.d.r:t::. u.‘,JTluht-.i there. The DFF sent }"-‘tr’*tﬁﬂnﬂ F:’PL:;-:IL-J-H:?IJI;LFI_HHHN scuffling, it was agreed to make no
iy hm he I'. :d_'. T.\l;.tgm o ssolate and cut off the Al :]1;-11 :-:Jblall-;\:\; [E';’rr.;:]_tlhur side. The situations in boik locstions
6 bor et FL‘:P"‘-':\'a:.]-r.:. e patrol. The tactic at this time was ooy : Wleltdfjll-_c.l'u. N
' fiations through discussion and negotia- | Muktar's hguatc al the '-I-‘I:H 1?“
: [ Tl

-~

ption was taking place in the
d. A blue Datsun car from the

w1 L, AN nT A AR s £y
e village tried 1o get through the UN position at the Junction The same ccene tem years later (Photo: Courtesy of OC B Coy 66 IRISHRATT)
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take the function. AbDG30 hrs three APCs of Recee Coy once | intentions. The APCs; tfiumiﬁod as ]'.:1:13:., |1_uwl:'\"{_rrl dlim“
again moved back and re-established control vver the come forward of the village of Kunin and instead took up
Junction, The FIJIBATT Pl remained on as part of this now | position in the prepared sites. I
reinforced umit. The unit deployed in all round defence with _AL0S20 hrsa UN convoy was ubls-l.'r\r'nilcumu:tg wver Iru.l
the rouf tops being utilised to give abservation and better | Hill. Immediately the DFF o ned fire on it. Th; pwuu_:ldnin
fields of fire, Others took up position on the roads leading tuw in the convoy were observed to ‘hit l]';ui?II dirt’ rather rap;my:'.
the Junction and at the CP itsclf. These positions were to be | The convoy ;ncludr:gt amongst the V s, an Tr:rs:mnd :
held wathout melicf until the operation ended on the follow: reparter who Immediately L‘q'l."FPlf'd hlmhflt “nht' :n “m ;L |
ing Saturday. size flak jacket illr'ld alllf:l:_npb..‘d to take -:u»[r.r t-madTh 1.1 :,-;; .

As a gesture of goodwill, three of the captuned Irish were | um sized rock. Negotiations eventually a ]_w'ni : 1'JL r:un }f
returncd that morning by the DFF. Intermittent HM(‘.“HW tt ;—ummu_uhnndt ;hu?;‘:[::;;l;::-:rgm on a conducied 1our o

W et f the Brown Mound as well as | the area without fur .

:‘::“En:r:;:‘; ::ttjrl:*ki.l?:iﬁv .:In'.‘.:B Around midday mfurm_ahun was 1_';.*1::::1'2{1 I:_]'I:ll M:Lt]:;

At 1240 hrs Major Abu Amile arrived at the Junction | Haddad had entered the village ucmn.s T:Gur:t.i'}l m:hr: s
from the South. He was accompanied by four jeep loads of | South Shortly afterwards he ""”.t“’ul.h" ve ;:hbf :]:*r.u- =
personnel and alsy some Israelis They demanded to be | and made his way to Saff al Hawa. %Tﬁ?«ix{l-:n [5]—'F weel
allowed to pass through the Junction and into the village. | teen M113sin the _gufnur_al area. A FE $ hl:l.:!fm:l' i
This was denivd them. An RPG 7 was laaded and aimed at | sons made a foot incursion mt::I: A : u}'_;:ﬁ o ]-5:5 hrﬁ
the rear door of an APC blocking the road. Threats and :.,?nrmnrﬁ:Hdﬁ}:::c?a?ari;u:::vfgbgrﬁu East End CP and
counter-threats were passed. An 84mm anti-tank gun was ajor n..d., omee again Ayl ;]w_lnueg.uf-nusmmti.nn
deployed by UN personnel from a m::rf—lur and wimed at the | was mfu:-t. 1 en r}'; e g AN B g e

", Discussion continued and eventua Iy Amile and his | and d:?msw.m. ﬂ“’. were W adop gl i 1
E.arf} I-:nr}\']u.]'m!rm".-'rI and the UN roops breathed a sigh of relief. | ing with the DFF m-:urslni:..ﬁl.:h: :.-?]S]Lilrpmr.j::-[:;:1f.;:11-.mip::ﬁ
Shiortly after, fire broke out at the East End C* and contin- | allow Major Hadd.:: lfu en ;:f[ 5 H.;_Eal w.um il
ued for about an hour. At 1414 hrs a Landrover taking an | expected Twu- mn_ d H;l:; : Brown Mound. All that after-
injured UN soldier (sprained ankle) from the Junction was | manueuvernng Iulr\-'«rfr \ﬂni e o :'_m behind the ridge
fired on near a crossroads at the East End. First reports indi- | noon ”“f'l tarl'k.ls were hea .,m'l“ 5 IhLu,- Em abpbundin s
cated that two personnel were injurced in this burst of firing. | South of the village i'n: ‘-'"c“-:t::-g‘ﬂi: > '-é E‘J*\' E:-uﬁ:ti[ms.
One soldier in facl received a shrapnel wound and both | positions from where t ;“" e 5\1?[ EE Firura Niadadivn i
were evacuated out of the area to Haddathah, All afternoon At 1700 hrs mnnadr 'm]udm Pt shizrafug) o
the situation remained extremely tense as rumours spread | area, with one \ruun ll..\tF : SI.E]!HCS i bt
throughout the area. The DFF brought media people from Fimn“.[rrL f:f?h;::éumiﬁ;uﬁﬁig in the direction of Ayn Ibil
o ‘Sr:‘ﬂ it iLduEgrLdEg;-&inmrwuws and posed for phor ;Eﬁ'.:;p1§2U hrs the DFF used a Iu1.||d5p{'al_ut:r Wsw“.;(:;:j;:::itgﬁ
ETepng af the East 1 1 i- | local mosgue to harangue the villagers into non-c T2

715 " 1o resupply thelr posi oCal
At 1735 hrs the DFF attempted Pl K‘

tions and personnel with ammunition through the Wes: with the LN

mity, but in reality was only a few minutes, the rescued APC
was on its way back to the Junction. From there it was sent
via the North Circular to the UN CP at the East End The
Junction was then blocked, using both APCs. Concertina
wire was requisitioned, which was delivered and in position
by 06.15 hrs. By 0620 hrs, however, the DFE, in an extremely
angry mood, arrived in force at the Junction. While the UN

ersannel were diverted by negotiations and scuffles, the

FF attached a Jeep to a strand of concertina and pulled it
away,

During the ensuing negotiations the DFF claimed that
one of their men had been seriously injured by the APC -
moving down the narrow alley. UN personnel <ountered, | Above: Reinforcing APCs from DUTCHBATT under frre and moving
however, by describing how the injured’ man had run after | tactically within the smoke discharged for that purpase. IRISHBATT had
the APC firing his riﬁe trom the shoulder and on return | @ OF on Hill 850 to the rear. (Photo: Capt T. Aherne)
complaining of the dirt on his uniform. On advice from | Below: The same gemeral area in 1990, Note the [DF/DEE
another DFF man, he suddenly lay on the ground and com- | Compoiund located on the crest. This compound was established after

lained that he was unable to walk or move his shoulder, | the 1952 lsraeli inpasion of [ebanon,
€ DFF carried him away on a stretcher and subsequently (Phato: Courtesy of OC B Coy 66 IRISHBATT)
claimed that he had suffered a fracture of the thigh and
shoulder. Later sul) they were to claim that he had died from
2 loss of blaad.,

Rumtorcemunts were sent to the Junction. At 0715 hrs a
DFF man put a round up the breech of his rifle and aimed it
at a UN sentry. The ensuing escalation of tension eased
when the DFF realised that the Irish were serious about
retirmng fire if fired upon,

At 0725 hrs the DFF said that they would bring up a tank
to the village at 0800 hes thar moming, At the East End, the
second hali-track moved behind an outhouse and the DFF
preceaded to sandbag the position. At 0735 hrs a tank was
observed on the move from Saff 4] Hawa, followed by five
.':.I-*rc-:dns tirs. Single rounds of SA fire were being dis-
charged inciscriminately by the DFF from all Eositiuns.

At 0BZD hrs the tank arrived at the CP from Kuni i
: : n. | DFF once again ope * June ot
Permussion 1o ERBEEE It Was cought by the commander of an N DEtnDd b A cruths e

i : i 5 .. o villaire passed through the
AML 90 but this was refused. The raie of indiscriminate fire abgnnr;g;i;?it Irllz’;n:r%hta::hir’ifl;'u;;ll':::nbﬂ:tetrn Hrmﬁggﬂ End. They were denied entry. Immediately they took up fir- i bt *Tfm t!m'l"f:t”%F i“‘:F‘L:“-"J im and
wu}‘mcn:.:slng_ and all UN vehicles in the arsa wire hit, At | was fired on by the half-track and at 1225 K En MEssage was ing | :i:::-na and threatened to throw hand grenades, One | Junction CF with a ca_::lh‘f ‘_'“' '“. d the contents and when
U838 hrs an Irish UN soldier was hit by rifle fire. He was received from the DFF to the effect that :h:-s}.r would iciil an :'rtgfaﬁz‘:,lr withdrew the pin and threw the pin at the APC. | took the can off |hIT' :',IELI_"::L,“L-N APC the DFF tried o
immediately evacuated, under cuver, to Haddathah and | Irish soldier every fifteen minutes, and they had nine of After negotiations, the situation once again calmed. The DFF | the liquid .!Pamhj -.;t‘l:]rn The troops on the ground were
::P“‘: [hm;:nm]"““‘d by helicopter to the UN Hospital at | them, if any more vehicles came over the Hill man W':tﬁ the hand grenade and fo pin, put a nail into it and e “"]1'13 aaanr:ﬂ over the flame, thus preventing & major

5 Aquora. Fire and mavement by the DFF continued and at At 1200 hrs the Irish at the Junction were withdrawn via tussed it harmlessly into the wadi. The DFF then retreated | quick to ’:’E“-‘DFF reated behind cover and opencd fine on 1
o hirs a number of lrish UN personnel were captured by | the North Circular to the rear of the UN House in order to and entered the village across country from the South. At | incident. The DFF retreate

: . B ime, ; afte wh agpravation,
the DFF. rest and recuperate, At the same time as the meeting at Bayt 1930 hrs UNTSO Observers were brought on a conducted tic IJEE::E E“:.::ﬂ';nf:.?r:;:-n Ih'lll'hT;iIlF-lI' L!rl*::;ipt‘ﬂfic‘fi into the
Yahun was taking place Platoons {Pls) from FIJIBATT and tour of the area and shortly after this the remainder of the | t i'.ht rﬁIMEI}' back into the village. The rehef of having at
ok v peins seployed. A B} from i capiutrod Itish wete relaased. i ?E LnF';t met fire with fire was immense and roised morale
took over the Junction position. At 1400 hrs Dutch APCs That night was peaceful, apart from the ,t!""k moving f':ng et adhieio dipeaed; LhE skl yeainod
e seen coming over the Hill, Immediately they came back to Kunin. To the delight of all the ‘Gravy Train’ arrived :L"Ir:E" 'I:Er the night passed without further incident
under .5 HMG fire from the half-track. One Dutch APC shortly after midnight. Sleeping bags were dmr_nﬁ;{ur;:‘ii e
reached the CP and at approx 1410 hrs it took up a position although only 50% could sleep at any one time while “‘1.\
facing the tank. The DFF 1 N set up another mortar position remainder were on alert, The only place to sleep was ‘on the
t:'-‘ DFF personnel were observed at the half-track in the vil- nmx:r ’t}; halftrack but after discussion this was later dis- pb', either on a roof-top, the roadway or in an ATX
n.ge w;u:‘nng Irish combat and flak pckets. At the same time L:il that ’
th?’;mw:’ttmm:;'ﬂ 'E‘ ﬂ{., the captured Irish bing moved 1o Hill 880 fo ;HET oan |thE DFF 1;?&(1 the t‘urwardf :I!?F-‘EE' o
b ! ur..m arca. Major H_.addad arnived a this time ki ekt rget prac ice, possibly in the hope o Lp_mn];E

was ullowed to enter the village in order to conduce. | 2 vehicles from coming over. At 1645 hrs the Dutch APC

A Ceasefire Negotiated - Threat to Captured IRISHBATT
Soldiers

At U925 hrs a ceasefire was negotiated an a -
forcements were held a Haddalclfah. Talks r:in::.lml_rg: I:,.:Ph e LI
the DFF as the villagers began to leave the village, At 1030 - A
fs1'1'|I--”:::IM|rt:ri :i‘t::'nu:ﬁll The UN now adopled a F?II:'I.'!\JV 0f
mt;J:,ning: round for round fire. A UN convoy was s.u‘: :.Kd I
coming aver the Hill, it consisted of one ‘{_II-'*-H_M 'm.-.-. -
IRISHBATT and Chick [_UE;'\- Officer on bpard, o secon

IRISHBATT Return Fire - amidst Apprehension as to IDF
Intentions

negotiations

At approx 1115 hrs 4 number of DF 2 4
approached the Junction from the villuge 1]':?: Erni:;sn'r::l‘al
heated discussion with the tmoops. They attempted to drae
turther coils of concerting from the Position bul were 1 <
vinted from doing so. Rifle bups were ooy used 1o ttnrﬁ'
vince them that they had no authority to have freedom (:;
muvement. A number of personnel forced an entry into an
APC and threatened to destroy it iF the other APC did

Fight 4
sons took place on the spot ‘_i]hlltlﬁI}'L:;::r“?h}t:n.:‘l’deﬁﬁ;
handed back to the Un and the DFF were gnr:rn limited fn:_--
dn:rn e pass the Junetion. By 1140 hrs the situation had
¢almed somewhat Fu1l:-w|n5 dmecting between the
UNIFIL Deputy Commander, the IRISHBATT Officer
i;:}I::::Jr:.::'.hd:nl,l,',‘.qi\[i_:l|-.=i'}:-fqdd.u'l and Abu Amile at Bayt

aht v Lt Puty Commander arrived at the
lunction arynd this rime. Efip & ;
situanon, and aleg g reve Th‘e‘;:::r;:: .1'1:::01‘_:::'_?:[1:.:‘:

uken from the APC and from the saldiers. AL 1214 hrs the
H

-

left the CP and returned to the rear slope of Hill B80, As the
APC climbed the slope it came under 5 HMG fire and at
1710 brs it was forced to return to the CF under cover of a
smoke screen. At 1725 hrs three more Dutch APCs wiere scen
manocavering slowly down the slope of the Hill. The three
APCs came under fire and all were hit, The tank aimed its
gun on the AML 90 as did the gunner of the AML 90 on the
tank, Once again the tension heightened and at 1752 hrs the
Dutch APCs arrived at the CP. Shortly afterwards, informa-
tion was received that the UNIFIL Force Reserve had
deployed TOW missilos on Hill 880 to protect the UN Forces
in the area. The ration car came down shortly afterwards
and at 1820 hrs it toq was fired on and hit. Thereafter an
APC was used 1o bring in the supplies and thus the famous
Cravy Train' began its twice daily run, at midnight and at
mid-day. The DFF cleared this ration APC to come over the
Hill but they said that landmines had been laid on the track.

Release of IRISHRATT Hostages

Early on D+2 (Thu 8 Apr) the Irish were ordered to re-

An Cosanbowr

MNext morning, Wed 9 Apr, there was cumi@orﬂhh- Sr:w.w;:
ment by the DFE. The hillside opposite the .'t.-'l.ltagu (Sout )
Wwas being recced by a number of Formnncl in :1n|lt:r:'1::|lﬁ.:r::
it appeared that positions were being selected. A nu.m.
tanke and half-iracks were observed dlﬁt’.!nﬁl in, whi st an
armoured bulldozer was observed preparing pm:tm.ni
South of Bayt Yahun. With no confrontations, the da::!n:al.i
spent in abserving and reporting In the afternuoon Iilll'”'
Haddad arrived at Bayt Yahun accompanted by rUI:JIII.-\'\'
Landrovers. The UNIFIL Reserve, represented by GHARN-
BATT woere dispatched as reinforcement to the arca. In -.m.Ldr
enthusiasm and realousness, they sped into the .u‘:.'..\ .rII':.'
nearly vvershot the CF there. With the sudden t"hlr-lilhw_
the first driver, an unfortunate AFV commander --.:a_ |[l1|n I"-m
moniousiy dispatched from the turret of his t';. l;;_“:nl- o
landed in a heap at the CP. Apart from the norma nl line Of
#ntnes and rations the '-"'"'-‘”l"'i;':;“;' m_;ﬁ:l f:r;:rd Very qui
etly with na activity to be reported by cither side.

s Early next mur}r:tng {ThEHJD Apr) Israell Defence FI;Z.IIT.IZ:
APCs were observed on the move from Saff al H;“‘II;F

unin and there was general apprehension as to the
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Cherokee with Team Zulu and ADX I:'.rr]'_J'L.U": un',:r;:;;‘_ a
Duteh APC with DFC, Ops Offr, Political Offr ;‘I1;~h--1 TS,
and a truck with a 500 gallon water trailer on |ll?r'\- T. al 'n;-s:-t
the order of march. When the party/convoy came unﬁ.tr
fire, the second Cherokee went behind the -\l"ff}f:-rkxlm;rl.
the driver of the water-truck applicd hit hand *:-ud-dd ut
also dived for eover. Unfortunately the hand braki 1"-1 1::
hold and the rruck and trailer ':nrlnmux‘l and ‘n.{H.l‘-hl ; 4.
Cherokee into the back of the APC, mn'-:-ﬂ:n_..; it u--IIJnJ.::.L.J
thing like a Mini Minor, The convay I:..|.'..'| !ﬂ:m.n- IL. o
arrivied at the Eost End CI safely. There was :.I.It\:::l;-l:T :
able DFF activity: on the road between L””I”. 4 ::_. I:r-.-;L.
Hawa, In the early afternoon the lo als n'_[‘-..arhl'.: ! -I.ITE; I..L
way going to be shelling and that they ml-?-lr"‘“::ur.ih-' ::.‘\I:I KEo
¢r. Tho shelling did not take place. Amound 14 .:-L i ...:,:. 3
were led by the DFF to the outhouse position .L]rm- ..-Jt -.-_-.-:|..
1530 hrs Major Haddad gave an interview 1o llrmh-.rll._-llgn.r'.:}r.
trolled media outside the UN arca. The agt": o ! e . j_:.l: 3
in attendance ranged from six to about sixteen years ot ag

In the meantime foot-patrolling of the West End .lm‘i_
b b




b&

Junction had commenced. This was a further development
in the UN re-asserting its influence on the village. On the
tirst patral there was no contact with the DFF and the reac-
tion of the villagers was vne of delight. The DFF were not
happy when they heard of this occurrence and the village
Muktar was assaulted by them for allowing the UN to
patrol. The DFF, however, did not attempt to encounter the
UN patrals at this stage.

i-E:-urn first light on Friday morning 11 Apr, the DFF
manocuvred their tanks. One of the tanks appeared to be
giving trouble and a recovery vehicle was called up to the
tank position. At the West End, the village dominating
patrols continued, At 1100 hrs the inevitable confrontation
took place. Both sides immediately took up firing positions
and after much discussion and negotiation the DFF with-
drew threatening revenge. Shartly afterwards the DFF 1ank
in the Cuckoo's Nest opened fire and the rounds landed in
the vicinity of Caltex in Tibpin village, the home of Recee
Cow.

Threat to Safety of Enclave Troops and a Fijian Casualty

Around 1443 hes the DFF brought a truck load of youths
and women from the village o the outhouse position. These
people wene equipped with tyres and a can of petrol. They
lilled the tvres with the petrol and lit them. Once lit, they
rolliad the tyres down the hill at the AFV blocking the road at
the UN CP The DFF, meanwhile, continued with their spo-
radic finng all during this incidemt They also warned that
they “would hold the UN enclave personnel hostage if any of
the children were hurt'. (The enclave msannel manned UN
positions in the lsraeli controlled DFF arca.) The DFF also
warned that they would fire for etfea
niit heedied

More civilians were observd approaching the East End
1" from the Kunin direction, The DFE were behind them fir-
my shots into the road on cither side in order to keep the
civilians moving A sniper at the Junction opened fire and
the UN troops returned fire. At the East End, stomes were
being thrown by the civilians, who gtjll dpprared  hesitan
despate the encouragement’ of the DFF A 1520 hrs the half-
track in the village opened fire and immediately Hre was
returned by a UN AFY. In this burst of fire by the DFF a LN
Fijflan soldier was murtally wounded He was immoediately
weacuated, under cover of UN fire, to Hadidathah, A tank, on
the Southern Ridge, then opened fire. One tank round hit the
UN house, penctrating through the walls and landing in a
room where 3 number of UN troaps were, Luckily the round
was salid shot and not high explosive

If their warnings were

Enough is Enough

AL 1325 hrs an AML 90 AFY was instructd o put the
hatbtrack out of action. Personnel ai the West End were
warned to ke cover as they were dinectly i line with the
AML 90 and the: halftrack. At 1530 hrs the AML returned to
ity pemition behind cover having immobilised the b
Meanwhile the UNIFIL Ressrve from the

missihe at omne of

alf-track
Hill fired 2 TOW

the tanks as a warning, The AML %0 was
dE AN instruchind to Bo forwand and take out the HMG of the
half-track, which haxl Poen immaobilised. L mdor covering fire
f oy UN mmoops he did so and a1 1543 hry the famous

statement was hoand on the radio 'I'm finished
wrvprepllol ihed firing and

Immediately troops a0 the West End wiere ordered ta
move inte the village and 1o secure . AL 1543 hrs they
afrived at the half-track position with two ACs In thie serwe
benae the LN trooges, both Duteh anid Irish dismounted and
"El i ] F 1
deployed om all Gdies, The DFF wene sewn retreating down
he wadi cartying their wounded. A hou sCdrch was
undertaken and afrer 4 number of ffle rounds
W (542 M | j | iy "at [ - » i ;
; l,,.,.: ) nlmjn.! Fmen wi r'll .I.1|--.,r:.-..', AN Wiete sent o phe
" ! URE under sseort. By 1610 ket the willage wis in UN
ards amd Ons idatkon WasE wol) advanged .
Mortar rounds bogan w land
arca Although g

L

mwd Laiely

iy

, and explode in the village
orabe was ryuberant, th

O was 4 cansider-

A scene of destruction, Inside the UN Hewse at Ab Tiri - Post 8-15
after it was it by @ soltd shot 75mm Atk round fired by a OF|
Shermian Tank

(Phute: Capt T, Aherne)

able degree of concern as to where the next round would
land. All necessary precautions were taken, Around 1830 hrs
a tank eame forward and apened fire, but a TOW missile
landing in his front soon changed his mind and he retreated
behind cover again. By 1900 hrs a search of the entire village
had been completed and positions prepared for an all night
vigil of tension,

At 1147 hrs on the Saturday morning, word was received
that an agreement had been reached between UNIFIL and
the DFE. Part of the agreement was that At Tiri would
remain in UN hands and the situation was to revert to the
status quo of the previous week. All extra UN troops wene (o
be withdrawn to the North of Hill 880. At 0500 hrs the con-
voys started to make ther way back up the Hill to join the
remainder of the UNIFIL Force Resorve, A long day was
spent in catching up on some much needed slocp, swapping
souvienirs with the other nationalities of the Force Rescerve

and hoping there would be no reason to go back over the
top again.
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Historie handover of lards for the new .T_.'{r'-iff
BATT HQ, Tibnin. Mr Abbas Fawa:,
Multar of Tibnin recently signed ooer
Government ands af Al Yatun and i-'-ﬂ_'l'n'.n:'s
Creen for the mewe sike li'll'l IRISHRATT HQ. Lt
Caol Vireemt Hh_-'.;hr 15 FI."IHH'J receiting the
authaeiry from the Muklar on the sile of the
L I'.a;dqn.lr:rrj The design and layoa? of
fhe mew H) has already been compleled by &6
[RISHBATT, but the work will fall to &
[RISHBATT.

Ower 300 children from Tibnin Publiz and
Privale Schonls marched in the Parade, wes
rirtg [rech bhadyes and wooing facol’s [relard

St Patrick’s Day Parade in Tibnin. A
Unit of the Lebanese Army heads the 5Si.
alrick's Day Parade in Tibmin, South
Lebanon. The Parade was resieused by the
Minister of State of the Dept of Defence, Mr
rr:' Br.zd_., 1.D,; Chief of Staff, L.t Gen [.
Parker.” Cal Jama, AjGeneral Officer
'-"uru-..m.ﬁux Lebanese Army, South
Lebanon: I Col Vincend Hh’x.l;r, O &k
IRISHEATT and the Mubktar of Tibnin Mr.

Haz

erEEHATT recenthy hodted the ATilnary

. Whirr LagirracE 4

18 Tmibs ginem
ety L wkere AT from & I _r1|I
- it i"al X ¥ e
Iei by CEmer, | e s
e, | l MeNa=ara, M

it tured wath Coemil C
IRISHRATT




‘Pity the Nation’ by Robert Fisk

A Review by Comdt F. McKevitt

The Continuation of Politics by Other Means

In his book, Pity the Nation, Robert Fisk has given us a view from the eye of the storm that has been

sweeping Lebanon for the past fifteen years.

His narrative is linked throughout with insights into

the history of Lebanon and its troublesome neighbours, but primarily it is a personal witness to har-
rowing events, The author is one of the most incisive (and persistent) writers on Lebanese affairs for
western readers, and his latest book will undoubtedly be a primary source when the history of this

calamitous time is finally written,

HE HEART OF THE BOOK is the story of the [srasl
T invasion of Lebanon in 1982. His accounts of the sicge

of Beirut, the withdrawal of the PLO from the city; the
massiores at Chatila and Sabra, the Israali withdrawal, the
fopeful arrival, and sad fate, of the Multinational Force - the
MINF - and 1he slaughtor of 10,000 fundamentalists by Syrian
forces at Hama, are written with a cold, anger veiling,
restraint. He certainly does not lack courage:. again and
again he and a select number of journalistic colleagues voy-
dge through Lebanon to cover the latest story’. His reason
for bring there, is, he <ays, “because | bebeved, in a some-
what undefined way, that 1 was witnessing history - that |
would sec with my own eyes a small part of the epic events
that have shiped the Middle East since the Second World
War”

In this witness he Eparcs no one, but is acutely awarno
that in the West, at least, be must be scrupulous in the justifi-
vation of his belicts about Israell involvement in the oevents
fie records. In this regard the book helps to balance the
dccount because the European and American perspectives
have been heavily influenced in favour of the Jewish State. [i
~eems that if Isracl appears more condemned than others, it
15 because her influence on events has been greater and
mon importantly perhaps, because she has not lived up to
the standards she has set for herself. There are no good
Bu¥s in Lebanon®, Fisk says. Perhaps anticipating
unfavourable reaction, he dovotes considerable space 1o the
mechanics of reporting in the Middle East. He considers the
cormuption of words, the invention of ‘facts’ and the ACTUIES -
tons from all sides that he is partial in his reporting, He has
cushioned himself particularly 4 inst the mxpected visceral
pro-lsraeli reaction, a caution which i not unwarmanied it
appoars.

He quotes from a ‘Contidential Irish Covernment
Mirute on a wisiting Israeli Prosideny, D, Chaim Herzog, as
follows: “The President said that reparting from that count
sspevially Beirut, was unrchable . that no Frurnalise w!z
wishnd tn stay nbpoctive could rematn i that cit
be killed. The Taolseach asked about Rebert Fisk . in
Boinit President Herzog in an uncharacteristically vidous

fespanse, said that Flak w i
was totally biased a8 2 virulent hater of Israel and

v - he would

analysis. Nor is i1 a military history, It certainly contains
vivid pictures of armics in action and armies hurrying up o
wait’. The awesome destructive power of the modern mili-
tary machine fills page atter page and he appears, at times,
to be fixated on the vivlence and the horror he describes, He
does not spare the reader, and ac | began to wish he would
stop, | realised that this was the reaction he sought through
:EI:.E pages of unmelonting gore. On the lsracli Air Force over
firut-

_The air raids were awesome. They inspired the most
hasic fear; of total, sudden, inescapable annihilation. Often
we never saw the planes because they flew foo fast. In the
swiealy mornings, with the smell of burning garbage drifting
vver the city, we heard them coming in a crescendo of
sound. Hardly ever did we see the bombs they dropped.”

More quietly, certainly less frenetically, he witnossed the
entry of the Syrian Army to Lebanon in June 1976, when
President Assad feared a PLO victory over the Christians,
Meeting Syrian armour, almost casually, West of Chatura, he
writes, “and round the next corner was another tank, then a
third, hull down in the fong grass like old dogs sunning
themselves on a lazy day”, The lull before the storm indeed!

As [ said, this is not a military history, for one thing the
baok lacks maps to show the ¢bb and flow of forces; there
are no red or blue armows indicating thrusts or withdrawals,
50 to get the best out of it a detailed map of Lebanon would
be usetul. The general reader may sve this as an unwarrant-
ed complaint, but the military reader wottld have been
grateful for the occasional campaign map.

. Ac-:urd:ng to Fisk, the lsracli Defence Force (1DF) in 1987
Iried to CNCOMPass two contradictory military and pnllri:al
aims; the destruction of the terrorist threat (the question of
the pejorative use of the ward 'terrorist’ is considered at
hﬂlh_and quite brilliantly in the book) and the creation of @
Chnm.mr[ dominated Lebanon at peace with Israel. The sec
ond, political aim, was grafted into the first following the
mlatively easy push to the Awali River. Onece immersed in
the quagmire of Lebanese alliances things began to fall
opaiL. not only for Isracl, but also for the US and Furopean
participants in the MNF The MNF had come o bring peaco
o the distracted country, were groeted like armies before,
with rice and mss-water, only to be overwhelmed by events

———
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and finally be foreed to withdraw with unacceptable casual
tes. Fisk keeps his plaudits for the Italian contingent who
unattected by power politics "were humble men with none
of the swagger and arrogance that American and French
troops aften unwittingly demonstrated towards the
Lebanese™. They remained impartial, refused to be drawn
infe battle and withdrew relatively unscathed.

I Thmugh_ Fisk's eye's we see the consequences of the
sracli invasion: the destruction of Barut, the entrenchment
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of Christian powor in the capital and the Chouf, the killings
at Sabra and Chatila, the growth of the Islamic fundamental-
ism, the embrailment ot the well meaning .MNF and the

wih of the peace movement in lsravl I_ hen came the
withdrawal of the IDF, throwing the Chout inta I:um}:ul as
the Druze fought to establish therr traditional contmal in the
mountaing and the foundering of the MNF in shattered
Betrut. [srael slowly and painfully extracted her army from
tha greater part of Lebanon amid a welter of recrimination

International Forces, the MNF and UNIFIL - though such a
comparison would be necessarily incomplete, because it
should nut be forgotten that Syria returned to Lebanon
under the auspices of the Arab League sponsored Peace
Force - but hints are scattered along the way.

An internativmal resorvoir of goodwill sustains UNIFIL
oporations in the South and would-be assailants must con-
sider their international reputation before indulging in anti
UN acts, UNIFIL threatens no interest in the area. Hore we

“UN Security Resolution 425 was . ... "a d?cmrwﬂt
that combined morality, naivety and folly in about
equal proportions”,

amd sl doub following what the author calls "one of th_v-
greatest military blunders in recent Middie East history™,
The resistance to lsraeli power in the South was now
emboldened by the jdeals of Islam and the IDF "was experi-
encing the first defeat of s existence” .

Fisk does not agree with the generally accepted view
that Shia radicalism in South Lebanon is totally attributable
t0 Iranian inspiration. He believes, if | read him carrectly,
that it was a two way street. The spiritual leader of Amal,
Imam Mousa Sadr, who it is believed was kidnapped and
killed by Libyan agents, was lranian by birth. He had estab-
lished a college outside Tyre and lived and worked among
the Shia of the South, a number of whom traced their
anevstry to Iran, In the days of the Shah, the future ll‘-‘&t?ﬂf-':
of revislutionary Iran came to learn at Tyre and Mousa Sadr
Was a vital link between them and the Imam Khomeini, then
in exile in Najal. By this account the stony soil of South
Lebanon was essential 1o the germination and early develop-
ment of Islamic fundamentalism, The Israeli invasion and
the brutality of her pecupation created, according to Fisk,
volatile mixture with the Shia cult of martyrdom, The fuse
Was lit when the IDF raided the revered Imam’s school :mﬂ
beat the students. One student filled his car with explosives
and drove it inta an 1DF vehicle.

UT WHAT OF THE UN? In the chapter “The
B Gentleman from Marjayoun” the story of UNIFIL's
deployment in the South is told. UN Security
Resolution 425 was, Fisk writes, "a document that com-
'ned morality, naivety and folly in about 1'35“1 propor-
Hans™. He is'not casy on the UN. He continues: the
Mandate had been constructed on the arrogant assumption
that the UN was so august a body that no one - least of all
the militias of Lebanon or their regional superpower allies,
would dare contradiet it”. He blames the Israelis for dnl‘l?'“,'?
UNTFIL the opportunity of fulfilling its Mandate by presid-
" over the establishment of a ‘security belt’ in the South
With the aid of Saad Haddad and his ‘'murderous collection
of Ph&langisl gunmen’, who with “the full connivancc of
bsrac} Proceeded to attack and on several occasions k:_i! UN
*kdiers” Nor does he excuse the actions of the I‘fl-lustlnl.!n!
wha were 'noy unhappy with Israeli intransigence’. T_h‘“' PLO
250 obstructed the deployment of the Force and anti-Arafat
factions are blamed for the deaths of several UN soldiers
ncluding Pre Joyee who was kidnapped at Dayr Near.
The erratic personality of Saad Haddad i examined, as
LT’“H& role of the American funded 'Voice of Hope' madio sta-
on which facilitated the "hobgoblin monarch’, in his -:ﬂm_‘:ﬁ
' Intimidate UN Forces, Wo get glimpses of Shin Bet and its
dowy vperatives including ‘Abu Shawki’ who. "[ ?t::
cBBested, may have been present at the murders 6 He
Smallhorne and Barrett in the lsracli controlled area. tuL
s the hectoring outburst of the Israeli *'"”“h"”“dm-;-_
::;:nd, on Christian ‘sensibilities’ and the campaign of vil
10 0f Irish tropps in the Israeli press .
Spite his resi.l-;rvur.iuns abnulpthi' UN Mandate, I“-'k
offegy €8 that UNIFIL performed a valuable service in
Mg protection to the Shia villages of the region from
Aions of Haddad and his backers. he 1Wo
o does not directly compare the records of the
1990

have a military force from culturally diverse backgrounds,
without air or naval power, armed only with defensive
weapons, which has maintained an effective operation over
twielve years in a land that does not readily tolerate wieak-
ness, UNIFIL soldiers and positions are attacked on occa
siom, 0% we in Ireland well know, but the use of _surr\_\'.v_p__:,!tm
by opponents of the UN accompanied by pleas of inability to
control the actions of their confederates, is a back-handed
tribute to the international !.tandinﬁ of tha Force. .
The MNF with the resources of a super-power at its dis-
posal, with the domination of the air and the sea falled to
survive in the city of Beirut, not through any lack of good
intent but because finally and irredeemably it was seen to be
artisan. As noted, the ltalian contingent suffered least
Em:ausu: of the ability of its soldiers to Eijlpaihlso with the
ple it protected. Fisk sees this quality in the work of the
mwegian Contingent among the peaple of Khiam and in
his reflections on the similarities of countryside and way of
life in the West of Ireland and South Lebanon. It [5 an essen-
tial ingredient in the success of UNIFIL. " )
For those who have and for those who w !-!n: ;.n
Lebanon this book is required reading. His analysis o t;[-
Isracli withdrawal and his examination of the n;_l;;r!l o
Shia fundamentalism and its cult of martyrdom mbitgt;:
insights into the cultures of the people who mh-: der
merely visit) the UNIFIL area of operation. Rﬁherlll is e
given us a picturc of 2 chaotic Lel_unun -in h:tllcn:hu?r. :}
‘almost elemental logic' that ‘armies at war - like :.rr ::
ernments - are best abserved with a mighty :rlvgrt-t ;r_‘ i t}:—
licism even cynicism’, c:h.:mclnle,ri:;! ;nda:rf:‘n:: 5 I:L.““n
vents he writes about. He
::::'Iv:; !111‘:1 :umti\'c speak for itself. Let us h:up:- far tll::
future that his scepticism is confounded - I'm sure

would wish to 'drink to that',
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UNIFIL International Peacekeeping
in Lebanon, 1978-1988 by Bjorn
Skogmo. Published by Lynne
Rienner Publishers Inc., 3 Henrictta
Street, Convent Garden, London.
WC RE 8LU. No price stated.

This recent publication by Bjorn
Skogmo is an excellent study of
UNIFIL from 1978 to 1988, As such it
has made a valuable contribution to
the study of all UN Peacekeeping
Operations. However, the study deals
with the nature and complexity of the
Peacekeeping Operation in Lebanon
“The book gives a comprehensive
accaunt of the problems and dilem-
mas which UMFIL encountered since
its deployment,

The study begins by outlining the
background to the establishment of
UNIFIL and the problems encoun-
tered by the Force in attem ting to
implement the Mandate nndpduplny
down to the Israeli/Lebanon
Armistice Line. The harassment and
lack of cooperation by the Israel;
backed forces of Major Haddad was
experienced at first hand by Irish
Battalions serving with UNIFIL at the
time, The Isracli policy in Lebanon
eventually led to the 1982 invasion
and the establishment of the sa callod
Security Zone'. The problems
encountered by UNIFIL in dealing
with the PLO and other Armed
Elements are also dealt with. This was
linked to the 1ask of restonng intema-
tional peace and security and was
ovim more vaguely defined than con-
firming the |55r1.r.-h'. withdrawal, The
difficulties for UNIFIL of re-establish-
ing the authority of the Lebanese
Government are also dealt with in
detail

The chapter dealing with the 1982
1985 period gives a good overview of
the options proposed for UNIFIL dur-
ing one of the more difficult periods
in its existence, Those readers whao
served with UNIFIL at the time will
necall the plans made for '‘Operation
Cedar’, the rumours of a redeploy-
ment and the general uncertainty sur-
rounding the future of the
Peacekeeping Foroe.

For this reader the chapters deal-
ing with the role of the Seeurity
Council and the political constraints
under which it operated were 1he
most informative. UNIFIL was in
many ways a hastily put together
package deal At the time, members
of the Security Council and
Secretaria Expressed misgivings
about its futuee and the ﬂmhigmm-q,
inherent in the Mandate These Tears
turned put 1o by well founded. The
study should st the oo strang he
for those who sl insist that the
Mandate was o ambiguous or that i
was operationally feasible when firse
asfopted by the Security Council

The study places the responsibilipy
for the tailure of LUNIFIL ta CArTY oul
2 Mandate on s political masters,

The I‘lm-:ln.mpmg Force itself has per-
L8

m

formed well in very adverse circum-
stances. The political promises and
diplamatic support systems were
weak from the start. Furthermare, it is
evident that the lack of ﬁmpmﬂpn
from all of the parties was a major
handicap. :

The analysis is based on United
Mations records and a serics of inter-
views with members of the
Secretariat, representatives of the per-
manent mission, of parties (o the con-
flict and members of the Security
Council. The author informs the read-
or he has used the experience of the
Norwegian UNIFIL Battalion to illus-
trate some of the problems of the
Peacekeeping Force. However, it
should be stressed that the study is
based on the experience of UNIFIL as
a whole and it does not place too
much emphasis on the experience of
any one contingent,

The study is part of a larger project
on the future of International
Peacekeeping carried out at the
Norwegian Institute of International
Affairs. As such it highlights the lack
of any serious or comprehensive
study of UNIFIL by the academic or
military establishments in Ireland. At

nt the sole depaository for official

N documents in Ireland is the
National Library in Dublin. Years of
neglect and lack of resources have
caused problems for the overworked
staff. One result is that many of the
UN documents are missing and may
never have been received in the first

. s

place. This is one reason why rosearch
in this field 15 difficult and seldom
undertaken in Ircland.

Bjorn Skogmo is presently Deputy
Director-Cencral of Policy Planning
and Research in the Norwegian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His book
reflects his more than five years of
diplomatic service at the Permanent
Mission of Norway to the United
Nations, during which time he partic-
ipated in the consultations among the
countries contributing troaps to
LUNIFIL., The study was initiated due-
ing 1984-1985, when the author was a
visiting rescarch fellow of the
Norwegian Institute of International
Affairs (NILA).

The study is a detailed and infor-
mative analysis of what went wron
and why. It is recommended to a
readers who want o improve their
understanding of the problems and
dilemmas facing UNIFIL. It should be
mandatory reading for members of
the Defence Forces and officials in the
Department of Defence and Foreign
Affairs who are involved with
UNIFIL. It is difficult to find fault
with this study. It is based on detailed
and scholarly research. The analysis is
authoritative and expressed in a pre-
cise and simple style which contains
none of the prejudice and rhetorical
indulgences of other accounts of
UNIFIL compiled by less professional
writers,
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Chariots of the Desert - The Story of
the Israeli Armoured Corps by
David Eshel and published by

Brassey's,

The lIsraeli Air Force and the
Armoured Corps were the basic
ingredients for the success of Israelj
arms since 1967, This work by a
founder member of the Armoured
Corps and later its Chief of Signals
tells the story from the foundation of
the Corps, with a few armour-plated
trucks and stolen armoured cars, to
the powerful instrument that it has
become today, with an inventory of
nearty 4,000 tanks,

The big armour battles of the 1967
War and the Yom Kippur War 1973
were significant in the development
of both armour doctrine and equip-
ment on a global scale, not to speak of
the Middle Eastern theatre, This book
dials with this development in a very
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the Sinai influenced the Israeli
Armoured developments. It shows
that most tank casualties were caused
by other tanks and by the short range
hand-held RPGs. There is no attemnpt
to denigrate the effectiveness of the
ATCWs used by both the Egyptians
and Syrians but they arc accorded
their place in the hierarchy of
weaponry. Furthermore, the myth

Weapons were a surprise to
the lsraehn?romintaimd by many
commentators is dispelled. They were
used from 1970 by the EE’EI:M o
the canal and started a Jint with
the Syrians. This reviewer witnessed
a tank battle on the Golan in January
1973, L. nine months before the Yom
Kippur War in which the Syrians
;ﬂ‘-:uivﬂy used their Sagger mis-

For anyone with an interest in the
sracli conflict in general and
the use of armed forces in particular
iots of the Desert’ will prove a
most worthwhile acquisition, It can
be rcommended at a time when the

ndeed, at times it takes superficial da component
le reminiscem of sectors :?:::: can be ball.num h%a:d uate wi-
media of years ago | ©dge of the politics of the situation.
the lsraelis ‘the good guys’ | One of the sources for such knowl
and 'h'm*ﬂh'lht'bﬂdh'. edge would I'E‘Eob;n Fisk's recent
ment of the Yom volume 'Pity the Nation’
over ane m (Reviewed in this {nu- of An

the book and shows how the huge | Cosantoin.
tank both on the Golan ang cM
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Now you can

Save as you earn
with Irish Lite

1t's a scheme called the Trvish Lite Pavroll Scheme,
It's for all members of the Delence I'm'n'?, -
Whatt 1t means is that vou can now have vour [1.'h|1.l..l.lkt
premitms deducted divectly Trom your pav ca h week.
1t saves time. trouble and worry,

Tax Relief

' ar Cpremim
Better still, the Government will pay pa .| i1 .x:nnrig:f! e
Because 25% ol yvour p:'nniulmt|uullh fOr s 1 :
- highest rate ol tax.

Personal Advice Available |

. g \elvice ons
With Irish Life vou have access 10 e i-“”hl'lj CASsHEnee
L generate stthstantial Life Assurs

* [ married vou ¢

cover for voursell and vour spons —
1 ! . / ‘1.l
b i o vour children's school /v
¢ Planning for vo

e Suving through Life Assurance
e Plus much more.

Mike Frazer at Drash Life, tel 01720288

To find out more .I”'h"‘””- telvivon:
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7 Insh Life
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