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leachs airi Nollag chig na Forsai Cosanta
Christmas Message vo the Defence Forces

To the Chvief of Statt
Liewtenant-General David F Stapleton

IWEs my very great pleasure to extend warmest Christmas greahings to each
member of the Army, Air Corps and Naval Service and to thank you for the
imvatuable work you are carrying out at home and overseas
"!'DII! do it 50 professionally, so guigtty that it is easy to forget the risks
which you take on behalf of all of us. This year tragically these risks
claimed too many lives as Defence Force personnel died courageously in
the line of duty in Lebanon and in Tramare, County Waterford. | recall with
Qreat sadness attending those funeral services and witriessing the outpour-
ing of gt at the loss of such dedicated men wha had so much to offer in
lite. My thoughts and deepest sympathies at this Christmas fime are with
their loved ones, their families, their friends and colleagues.
The record of servica of the Defence Forces in international peacekeeping &
exemplary and the experience and expertise that you have acquired are
Qreatly valued. As a result of the peacekeeping efforts to which you are
contributing, many communities thraughot the world will be abhe o enjoy
Christmas and look torward 1o the new Millannium with hope for the fulure.
You exercise an unique ambassadorship for Ireland and for peace and you
EX2rUISe it In @ way which reflects enormous credit on Iretand and brings
deep sense of pride at home.
One vita element of your work overseas is the humanitarian assistance you
privide whenever possible. Members of the Defence Forcas bring a level of
mn&i mmeﬂ 1o this humanitarian role which is remarkable. 1 was

great honour for me to visit Irish troops in Honduras earfier this year.
There | saw at first hand the hope they were able fo bring to the devastated
community of Santa Rose de Aguan. The new school and medical centre
they built there have given a hearttiroken peaplz new faith in human kind-
ness and in the future. | know irish people everywhare join me in taking
great pride in the wonderful spirit of caring and dedication which they

in helping the Honduran people to rebuild their fives. And we

mmWﬂulﬂmmmmnymmﬁamammm. out of the
spotlight but bringing an end to darkness,

memmhmwmwnwmﬁm
lm;haﬂmrﬂemﬁmmmmummhawimﬂf
lh:rﬂilamiamﬁmh&furyuuaﬁmmpm.

Miire Mhic Ghiolig |
Uamummh&m::sa

The Minister

| am delighted to have this u:ppmur;’::yd I;‘mrrmte;l;easun‘s gresting to
alt members of the Delence Forces gir families
| wish o extend a special greeting to all members of the Detfence
Forces who will spend Chiristmias serving in the cause of peace over-
seas, The number of personnéd sanving overseas s at its highest leval
for many years. This year Irish troops are serving in Kosovo and East
Timor for the first time. All in all, over 870 members, will spend
Christmas and the mew year sarving abroad and they will all be missed
r families at home.
L mnnzm the past year, we have been sadly reminded of the hazards
taced by members of the Delence Forces as they go ahm._ll mur_ua?-lrr
tlay work. Defence Forces persanne! have lost their fives in tragic cir-
cumstances at home and abroad in the past year. My thoughts and
prayers are with their famiies this Christmas. Ar dhets D& go raibh a n-
namacha wilig.

’ | congratulate each member of the Army, Air Corps, and Naval
Service on the invaluable work they contingg o perform both at home
and overseas. On my own behalt, and on behalt of the Government, |
wish you a very hapgy Christmas and a peacetul, successtul New Year

Guim sonas agus sibhaifteacht do chomhaltai na bhFirsal Cosanta
agus da muinr an Nollag seo agus san Atfibhlian

Michagi Smith
Minister for Defence
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Chief of Staff

As the millennium draws 10 2 chose | would lke to wish 8 very
Happy Christmas to all the members of the defence community. |
extend greetings fo all our serving personnel serving the country
in the name of peace at many locations around the world, The
sun never sets on tha Irish Defence Forces!

Once again | acknowledge the fact that during Chnstmas and
at the dawning of the new millannium, Inish soldiers, sailors, and
airmen will be on duty on land, sea, and in the air

To the tamilies of our soldier, sailors. and airmen, | wish (o
thank you on behalf of the Defence Forces for the support you
have unselfishly given throughout the year. Those of you who
tave loved ones serving abroad are particularly in my thoughts as
| kmow how difficult it can be tor families at this fime of the year

Season's greetings also o the members of An FCA and An
Slua Muiri wha are continuing their long tradition of service to the
community, Aleo to our retired comrades, whose confinued sup-
port I5 50 important to us.

We pray for all those of the military community who have died
dufing the year and that God will comfort their relatives at this
e

With all of you | look forward as we stand on the threshoid of
a new millennium, We have been through much together and |
believe that we can face the future with renewed confidence and
vigour. | ask for your patience as we endeavour fo sahve our prob-
lems and overcome the many obstacles

S e S i Lt christmas Messages

Head Chaplain

| am very pleased to have the oppartunity to extend Christmas
Greetings to you, the men and women of our Detence Fores,
and to your families, as we prepare to celebrate the fzast of
Chrigtrmas and enter the niew millaneium.

This past year has been an histone year. The Peace we longed
far here at home is now becoming tangible and real Qur cok
laagues are now working in distant iands, not part of our vocat-
ulary at this time last year, We think of those working in Kosovo
and East Timar wha will experience a differant kind of Chnstmas
this year.

This past year has also been a sad year We rememdber our cok-
leagues wha died kn Tramare, and those who died overseas in
Lebanon, Their families are very much in our prayers at this
time

Al Christmas we exchange gifts, as 3 means of Conveying our
jove, affection, thanks, appreciation and best wishes. We can
avertook the great gift of love and peace, which our colleagues
in particular, bring to far different lands. We remember them this
Christmas workong all over the world. We ask God's blessing on
them at this fime, when they are separated for 2ll who are dear
and special to them

| wish all members of the Defence Forces, and thair families. 8
happy and peaceful Christmas and a blessed New Year in 2000
Aswe enter a new milenniumn, we ask God's biessing on ail our
future endesvours

|l
i
I

At 2 time of great change one thing has remained constant
and that is the ioyatty and steadfastness of the Defence Forces
For that | wish o thank you all

(God's Peace on you all this season {

o
I
|

With good wishes

I
T
"l
T

* U Manssgnor Jonn Crowey

Lt Gen David Stapleton
Chief of Staff
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Magner, Gerry Cassidy, Brendan O'C

Dominic Fitzgerald, Jonathan McMohan, Joe Pyt

Roddy Molloy, and Liom Cotter. Photo: Tory Fiye

2 Chief of Siaff, 1y Gen Dave Stopleton, and GOL1
E Bde, Brig Gen Edmund Heskin, with Denmark's
Chiet of Staff wha recently visited MeKee Bks.

3 Pre Chris MeCorthy (A aaﬁm&mh
first minesweep b s wﬂl'-

ﬂflhedapumngﬁ.‘r’mfan Phota: Sgt

4UGm$n csmdmrem-*
b ianpl-nHuTw

5 & 6 pre Anthony O'Sull

with iTpICurln
wi‘mnflnﬂ'lmer
walked into his kitchen. Frank, ond o

7 In September, 4 W Bde, in
conjuchon with the Western
Board, conducted o Food
Cmmcmfuru
permﬂnmhnlnfﬂwehud
workers in the Brigade. The course
was o resounding success with ol
umemnghnfﬂhfmm::
ceremony in Din Ui Mhooiliosa, Our
MMMMMM'E@C
4 W Bdel, Copt M Dely lcourse co-ondinctor]
and lechurers from the WHBE, Ms Maria Lorkin
ond Ms Méire Brennan, with the successful
students.

B Former OC 3 Coy, Shuo Muir, Ut Cdr
Michael Burke, who retired from the
organisation in 1988, was recently henoured

brb!tu'mrg'ﬂ'nfu‘ﬂhﬂ'l
awarded the preshigious mﬂms

hmmﬂh*ﬂf He is prctured
here [right] with Vice Admiral Sir John Con af
fhe presentation coremeny in Glasgow.

Q Minister of Debence, Michoel Seith
l‘nmu&nrdci‘w{rm W l:cr;.r 15
inf B FCA, during his visit Yo Ballymullen
Blu Trakes. (For the Minisker's announcement
EﬂthCA,meh
M’:W.FM:SMW

10 cpl Morfin Grilfin [Codre NCO, 15 Inf
Bn) s:imonsbnmh Bdmm ant-lonk rifle
o some intersted young visitors af the well-
ottended open day in Ballymullen

Bk held ot the end of October.
Phata: Joe Honley

11 Pictured are Sgt Noel
McDermott and Cpl John Conrey
wiith the Air Corps Golf Society’s
Perpetual Trophy, which fhey weon

this yoor

12 Members of the Yoar ‘
1l NTCB chass with DFSC

sioff and instrucions
outside the School in

Mckee Bk




Mahers

The One Stop Sports Shop

Mahers Sports, 121 Lr. Oliver Plunkett Street, Cork. Tel: 021 - 271244 Fax: 021 - 270889 www.mahersports. e

Maher Sports has an unrivalled selection of mountaineering/walking clothing, footwear and
equipment, with a comprehensive range of accessories - rucksacks, tents, hats, gloves,
compasses, crampons, etc. - all at unbeatable value,

Attention!

Maher sports has all your outdoor needs this summer.

Light weight sleeping bags from £14.95
3 man tent, special offer £39.95
85 Ltr backpack only £38.95

A large range of backpacks, stoves, fuel and camping
accessories now in stock.

We also stock a full range of Meindl boots incl: Army Gore
and Army Pro at competitive prices

10% discount to all the defence forces.

MUNSTER'S LARGEST SELECTION OF ADULTS AND CHILDREN'S FLEECE JACKETS AND
RAINWEAR IN ALL THE TOP BRANDS.

WE STOCK A FULL RANGE OF BRIDGEDALE TECHNICAL SOCKS DEVELOPED AND APPROVED FOR WATERPROOF,
BREATHABLE FOOTWEAR IN EXTREME CONDITIONS.
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121 Lr. Qliver Maylor S1.,
Plunkett St.,Cork Cork

Tel: 021 271244 Tel: 021 271244
Fax: 021 2T0BBED Fax: 021 270889

40-42 Morth Main
Streel, Cork

Tal: 021-278968

Fax: 021-279114

25 High Street
Hillarney, Co. Rarry
Tel; 064-37611
Fax: D64-37822

Golf Emporium,
Penrose Quay, Cork
Tel: 021-502725
Fax: 021-551440

ILLEMNMIUM, or ¥2K, hype

in the meadia has for many

of us, fuelied the fires of

fear. Cyber chaos, 'planes
falting from the sky, power fail-
ures, hospital confusion, crash-
ing stock markets, public disor-
der and the possibility of human-
induced Armmagedden! Are thesa
scenaras likely from January 15
20007 In a recent nawspaper
article Jerusalem was cited as
being ‘likely to be sedously
unfestive’ as it is a probable des-
fination for fundamentalists
anticipating the Second Coming'.
Sites such as Stonehenge 'or
the nearest sacred mountain lop’
are likely 1o "be packed with
zealots for the world's end’.!

There are those who might
put forward that the meda are
themselves sornewhat guilty of
Scaremongenng or creatmg an
armbience of terror for Y2K
Mayhel Mevertheless the reality
is that throughout the world
defences against such turmad
and agitation are being taken
serously, Securty in Israsl is
taken as a normal fact of avery-
day lite; but next year it will be
extra special. In the US, the FBI
has clamped down on extreme
night wing Christian and millenar-
ian tarror groups. The Vatican
has set up a speclal unit to mon-
itor potential threats 1o Pope
John Paul. In addition, recent
frands in terrorism have con-
fributed to & growing awareness
that the nature of terror is chang-
ing just as the nature of modem
geopolitics has changed aver the
past decade or s0. Superpower
rivalries no longer exist, and old
ideologies are defunct, thereby
leaving unstable vacuums in
many regions. This has resulted
in a range of potential Hashpoint
situalions, ranging from axtreme
ethno-nationalism fo religaous
fundamentalism
There are many definitians of

terrofsm because by its nature it
is difficutt 1o define. The Oxford
English Dictionary defines it &5
‘the practce of using violent and
intimidating mathods, especially
o achieve poliical ends™ Tha
US Department of Delense
defines it as ‘the calculated usa
ol viclence or the threat ol vo-
lence to inculcate fear, infended
fo coarca or 1o intimidale Qover
ments or sociebes in the pursui
af goals that are generally poirt-
cal, raligious or ideological ™. 1l &5
in this sensa that lemonsm can
be distinguished from criminal
viokence, The FBI defines tomor-

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

oly Tero!

religious terrorism
and the millennium




ism as the ‘uniawiul use of
force or violence against per-
S0ns or propety to infimidate
of Coerce a govamment, tha
civilian population, or any seg-
ment theraof, in fuiharance of
pofitical or social objectives’.
Peter Taylor howsver puts for-
ward thal terronsm |5 'one of
the mast emotive words in the
English language. It is a value
[udgemant itsalf
Terrorism has a number of
charactenstcs. Anyone can be
a wvichim — attacks which may
seam random 1o us make per-
fect sense to the termonst, They
need 10 publicise their attacks
As well as instilling terror in the
general populace, gaining
media attention is one of the
primary objectives of any ter-
ranst oparation
Modam terronists have
become more sophisticated
They are very mobile and have
access 10 up-to-date oommuni-
cations and explosives technol-
ogy. Concems over the possi-
ble use of weapons of mass
oestruction, such as biological
weapons, by terrorists are
mounting. In addition, many
newly emeargant tarmornst
groups have no cleéar organisa-
tional or communications struc-
tures, therefore making it diffi-
cult for police and intalligance
agencies 1o assess the level ol
threat posed. And as the end of
this milkennium approaches
mare groups and cults with an
apocalyptc view of the world
are emarging o add to the
problem
In spite of increased global
econamc integration and grow-
ing intermational poliical inter-
dapendeancy, re-emeargant
naticnaksm has bacome a lea-
fure In a@reas once dependent
an Cold War supempowers. O
sCOMES are being setfled and
pre-Cold War ethnic and refi-
QICUS 1BNSIONS rémain wnre-
soblved, resulting in open war-
fare and tarronsm. This has
bean espacially evident in
Eastern Europe, the Balkans,
and the Caucasus states of the
former Sovie! Union as mani-
fasted in recent conflict in
Chechnya, Tajikistan and
Dagestan
Religious terrorsm has
bDean a ciose sacond 10
extreme nationaksm and he
two are often found in combi
nation” The harmfic and ndis-
cnminale bombings in Aussia
eariier Tis year have baen

attributed to |slamic militants
from Dagestan who are seek-
ing independence from
Maoscow, Intemational spillover
of such conflicts in the form of
termanst attacks are common
Militant supporers of belliger-
ents in a given theatre of athmic
or refigious confiict may
attemnpt to gain support for their
respective causes by commit
ting acts of tamor®, such as the
Algerian GIA's hijack of an Air
France Airbus A300 on
Christmas Eve 1984 and
Istamic Fundamentalist attacks
on the World Trade Centre in
1893

Owver the past iwo thousand
years, temmonsm has been a
feature of many societies
thaugh not referred 1o as such
until this century. Early terror-
ists, such as the Zealots, the
Assassins and the Thugs, were
primanly redi- ——
gious in motiva- -?-

and violently suppressed politi-
cal and reliprous opposthion, In
response 1o the sarmon of
Pope Urban || at Clermont,
France in November 1095,

It has been argued that this
aration was ong of the mile-
slones in historny that served as
a legitmisation for the subse
quent acts of lemor perpetrated
by the authors of the Holocaus!
and modem ethnic cleansars -
a form of tlemor perpetrated on
2 mass scale, mosl recanily in
the formear Yugoslavia and East
Timor,

In view of tha above it can
be anguad thal religious vio-
lence and the legitimisation of
Ihese acts are viewed by vari-
ous docinnes and religions as
sacramental acts. For example,
Ihe modem Islamic suicide
bomber is guaranteed a place

tion, l| . ] ﬁ
Tha millenari- g §

an Jewish

group, The

Lealots tar-

ronised the

Romans in

Roman-occu-

pled Judea in

the first century

AD’. They

attempted 1o

maximise cover:

age of their attacks by slitting
the throats of prominant
Romans, with a primitive dag-
ger called a sica, in crowded
marke! placas®

Reputed 1o have killed more
than 80O persons per year dur-
ing thewr twelve hundred year
existence, the Thugs, a cult
which operated in India
engaged in brutal acts of terror
ftual, in worship of the Hindu
god of terror, Kall

The Aszassing, whose
name means ‘hashish eater’
WETE an extrame wing of the
Mushm Shira lsamaill sect who
engaged in ntual intoxication
before committing acts of temor
against Christlan Crusaders
anempling (o take over present
day Syna and lran batwean
1020 and 1272 AD,

For the Assassins, thes
ACHONS were regardad as
sacred. In addition to repelling
the Crusaders, they believed
their acts would bring about the
aawn of a new millennium?.

Indeed the Crusaders them-
selves committed acts of termor

Abave: A 1I:mﬂl d;ﬁudlhm has
arisen is weapon
of mass da-sermn falling irto Ihas
hards n‘Thh!rr';irn or rnihzgfiq_n (g
with the usz aof mrn“:ww#‘ by
the Aum Shinrikyo otiadk an ﬁ:;

Right: The ing of the US
mﬁiﬂhm'aﬂhg
5“‘“““9!3:‘1 ilfustrate the vul-
nerability of even the sirongest mili-
fary powers lo random ocls of her-
o,

Since the beginning of the
twentieth century, however, the
nature and motivation of temor-
ist viclence underwent signifi
cant change. Dunng most of
s century temonsm has tend-
ed 1o be ethno-nationalist or
sacular i nature, especially up
to 1968

There is a crucial diference
betwean the secular and redi-

gious fterrorist. Secular tamor-
1515 lend to chose their targets
caralully and generally

ttempt to minimise casualties
in order to avoid ‘bad press
At the opposite end of the
spectrum acts of raligious ter-
rorism ane less disceming.
The more infidels’ kifled the
greater the glory. Violence is
a sacramental duty executed
in response 1o some theolog-
cal demand™.

In the latter hall of the can
tury, however, there has besn
a swing back to the religiousty
motvated terronst. In 1968
there were eleven identified
terrorist groups, eight left wing
and three post-colonial, ethne-
nationalist or separatist
groups. In 1380 of shdy-four
idantified terrarist groups, two
were religiously motivated. By
1992 the number of religious
termor groups had increased to
eleven and included various
forms of extremism

In the 1990s the number of
gthno-nationalist groups
declined. Mewer nalions who
had |oined the UN perceived
the use of terrorism as an
embarrassment. On the othar
hand tha number of religious
and fanatical groups
increased. By 1994, sixgen of
forty-nine identfied temor
groups could be classified as
refigious in character. In 1995
twenby-six of fitty-six ibentified
terror groups (almost 50%)
could be classified as
religious”

Major terronst attacks in
the 1990s have been predom:-
inanily religious or fanatical In
motivation, Examples include,
the 1985 bombing of the
Federal Bulkfing in Oklahoma
City, USA, by the extreme
Christian Patriots, which kilied
168 people; the 1993 bombing
of the World Trade Cenfre by
Islamic milltants; the assass-
nation of Israeli Prima Minister
Yitzhak Rabin by & lone
Jewish extremist in November
1695; a Sarin gas attack in the
Tokyo undergraund in March
1595, camed out by the apoc
alyptic Japanese Aum
Shinnkyo oult intermitient sui
cide bombings in tsrael carmed
out by Hamas; GIA atiacks in
France in 1995 and 1996
mass indiscriminate killing of
foreigners and joumalists in
,'ugg}.a tha kiffing of over :m.
people in Aussia in the August
and September bombings of

1999

From the abave it can be
seen that three distinctive
types of threat are emerging
for the next millenniamm:-

* from Individuals as exhib-
lted in the Rabin attack and
mare recenthy in race and reli-
ginusly motivatled attacks by
lone gunmen in 1he USA;

« from refigious fundamen-
takist, racist, or milenarian
aroups;

« from extreme poltical
groups, both left- and nghit-
wing

Furthemmare, It can be
argued that ethno-religious
conflict has undermined ihe
socio-economic fabric of many
countries, leading 1o a greater
vulnerability to the formation
of new terrorist groups. Yusul
Bungara'" argues that
increased eculansation in the
West has created feelings of
anomig among large groups
of people. He contends that
thare is an intrinsic link
between econcmic marnginal-
sation and social exXCiusn,
leading to a search for speniu-
al upliftmant’. He further con-
tends that four different types
of mavements bnng out the
polifical significance of religion
in mast regions of the word
Thase include, culturalist

community-onented, syncralis-

tic and tundamentaiist move
ments. all of which have the
potential to draw ordinary mdi
viduals into the spiral of vie-
lence
As the trends outhned

ahove indicate, relhgeows er-
ronsm is now leading the figld
whila secular WEmonsm s in
decling. Violent acts ang mare
random, Indisciminale, and

less disceming. In 1998 all ter-

rofist ncidents that kiled g
O MOre persons i wolved et
gious motivalion Shi'a Istamic
terronsts n 1898 wena respon
gibia for only B% of intdents
but over 30% of resultant
deaths

As we approach the end o
this millenfaum none of e
maor workd religions have
!:Hz:'l‘l wrumurie froem exiremsm

order 10 CoOuni

RO 18TOdESIT e shanng o
mifommation and Co-ofxeration
on @& inlernalonal SCHes
MEsCessary

short tarm hx and genearally
tends io be reactive rathed
than pro-acinve Maora mipos

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

tartly, greater effort shoukd be
placed on reforming existng
slates and making them rag-
resantative of diverse cultures
and religions.

As part of this reform, con-
flict resolufion and manage-
ment strategies need 1o De
gvaluated and updated.
Policies to tackla the promo-
ion of stable ethnic relations
need fo be put in place
These, according to Bangura,
should iInclude proporbonality
and affirmative acton, dévolu-
tion of power, pawer-sharing
arrangements, etectoral
schemes for balanced pobfical
representation, and pubiic
gducation and culture

In essence, n the next mil-
lennium democrabc, mulboul
tural socielies are necessary
m order to rminimisa the rnse of
gxtramist tesronst groups
Maoreover, international sco-
nomic pokcles and pro-
grammes, LN-basad or other-
wise, must address S000-8C0-
nomic margenalisation in order
o minimise the nsk of ordinary
peophe baing drawn mio
extremist violence. | peopie
dao not find economic securty
and Indesd spintual tulfiment
they will lum to the culis. the
fundamentalsts (Chnshan,
Islgmic or otharwisa) or the
pxtreme fight in order to find
jdentity. History nRoids 100
many wamings. |l
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Would any sane person volunteer fo spend a week at the end of an Insh November spiashing
._-ib-ﬂur in freezing, fast-flowing rivers, bone-chilling lakes, and icy Atlantic waves? No, of course

ot Which would lead us ta have some doubts about the sanify of the 14 students from around
Hre Defence Forces who attended the Al-Army Intermediate Kayak Course in the West last
month. Here, to put the case for the defence js:aag.of the students, who wishes, for obvious
reasons, o remam anonymaous. ..

Shell House, -BEEE]"I—HI" *C]nnskeagh Dublin 4.
'relephune- 01-2023683 Fax: 01 2838320

-

- ——

A/Tel Brion Moyter on the Erift
River...ond, yes, there is o kayck
-*l—m

T WAS a Monday maoméng and
my first fime in Custume Bks. A
group of us sat quiaty, lost in
our own thoughts. What will it
be like? How cold is the water In
November? Am | good enough?
Even though it wasn't freezing he

= ice had still fo be broken amangst

the students of the 3rd Al-Amy

~ Intermediate Kayak Course. The

opening address by Capt Rossa
Coleman allayed our lears some-
what and we relaxed further after
we were introduced to each othes
Our first day's activily was 1o be
a paddie on the River inney al
Baflymahaon, County Longlord, ok

Wa ambarked on our meer nip
at Newcaste Bodge all wondering
hew bad the rapids could be on
the 2.5 mile stretch batween theng
and Ballymahon. Scenas from e
film Delverance’ plagued my po-
yaks thoughts ... after a3 we wera
kaysking through the hear of the
mdlands wildamess

Spilit into bwo group, wa pad-
dhed lowards tha unknown, Each
maeander on tha rver inasad us
with turther suspense and posed
the buming question, “Yyhal es
around the next comer?.”

Bafore kong we hit our first
rapid which averyone negotated
successiully. It gave us al a great

confidence boosd and & thirst ior
morg, W weng wanming up now
and shanng the excioment
oftered by the river. Bob, our
instructor, demonstroled break-n
and braak-oul lechniQues usang 8
combination of strokes we had
learmed on our basic coursss. Wo
triad to rmimic ham. That was fun
with a hinl of sUspense, as every
few minuiBs SoMmeons woulkd oo
an Wmpagh thart hrough e
harzontal plana. The result of
these spomdic dunkings would b
e ‘dunkses’ getiing very wel and
the rest of us cheaong and jokng
al thesr mesloriung. However, T
instructors were ‘on the ball




“Capt Rossa C;:J.emn's white helmet can just be
seen as he emerges from the bottam of the folls
al the start of the Coscodes in Ennistymon,

above: It Con Barber hopes thet the cam-
eraman is going o get out of his way!

Left: Cpl Séamus Kelly navigaies the

o, »

whisking all victims 10 the safety

ropids on the Bun Darcha River,

o
At

-

o

"y

S

spread amongs! the course that

cent of mormings lollowing IT 296 We were told that we wouldbe  Transit again, heading westward was easier sald than done, as Chiisty Moore poishes off four-  were successful and aven our Harnon is having a
o'aﬂ;dw or the river bank (only joking, Sir). We were briefed  paddling on a salt water lake con- mmﬂ vilage ;gLeemun demonstrated by Lt Fran Kehoe teen pints of stout’. Could | have msmﬁdmstnr;ﬁtxn v-;mw -~ C#Geo:g:ak b
; S rh i e that the day's  nacted Io the ocean by two arch-  and the Delphi Adventure Centre. who skilfully picked out hisne ~ been more wrong? Well | was oL e e O mem&m"mr
lenging and we loved it. Capsizing  activities would take us 1o the es under a road bridge. Forafew  Jaws dropped as the transport which his kayak then followed ... somewhat comect in that kayak ﬁ%aasmnagadmma:e And so concluded the 3rd Alk
whid River in Galway for  days around the spring tides each  pulled up in ful view of the spec- but unfortunately he didn't surfing does indeed involve ";ﬁgm overbial croek with-  Ammy intarmediate Kayak Coursa
traumatic. We wers leaming how  the moming and out to Clifden in~ month the water gushes through  tacular Ashieigh Falls and the The Instructors positioned kayak. _ his R Wall done Pat! | only hope these faw words are
o cross the flow without being the afterncon. | think it was the the tunnels forming a standing section of technical rapids down- bank rescue (personnel on the Lahinch beach in County Clare mmm—an-.aﬂcdacentbrmrghl able to describe & fraction of the
called ding'. Or . ﬁmmsmnmlalnﬂn: i wave on one and a large stopper  stream of it on the River Eniff fiver bank) to help the unforfunate  was the scene for our surfing and actical sessions of the excitement, enjoyment and confi-
tions g L on g sk, mert ol s face because  (a water obstacle which can grip a I think most of us were rapidly ' capsizers. The rescuers were the waves were so big that we e 1o a close, Friday wasto  dence we gained over that week &
we drifted side-by-side it wasn't raining. Weird or what? crafl indefinilely) on tha other. developing an aversion to water amed with throw-bags as a res- could have baen in Hawa, murse'm O ot of which  in November, Al going well 14
amﬁ_w_ hod ,,;.L anm;aw We travelied the short The flow of water through the  when the instructors burst into cue aid Io those who ware ren- except of course for the conlinu:- bEI;f we:re vary briel. Firsty we  individuals, who became 14
o~ a}*:.m hours .,l“m"um's“‘;?“mm‘mm tunnels can only be described as  laughter and explained that the dered craftiess by large rocks of  ous drizzle and the somewhat :ﬂmmgmemmhw Khide. w8 bacirne 14 kayak ;
Newcaste Ewm et e YN The Comb s a me’:nw Highisning and fentastic. It pro-  real mission for he day was the ambushed by unforgiving stop-  coler wat ;f;ﬂwﬂmﬁmm'rmm Statament and then on he ICU  instruciors by February 2000, and
egress in Ballymahon Inney excedlent - Doracha about Canoeing 1o run CoUrsas
WW hmn L, and s such, seemed in  ground. . st mmrmm&m&mm@ Demé#mhgﬂﬂsw:ﬁmwag wild rivers of Connemara fhis new 1%@,&%%?@ ﬁMn:m+mme
!imM;MMW'Wxx m%ﬂ;mmmmm We camed our crafts 1o the we relieved?? The Bun Doracha exhilarating and gave us another Wdﬁmﬁﬁ& indartaka the following weekend.  for all who have a 2est for water-
informed  westem side of the lunnels and i a Grade |l river with & shor great confidence boost and a exciing. folowed by a vided of based adventune sports.
ware as happy as we were wel. that only four of 16 ficod gates shot b the ¥ rver ES g : . for aboul wo-and-a-  This was ‘
i lake sida. | The the breakers i Fiver in The roll of honour of studants
o o a quick change of othes  wers open af the Salman Welr | now el | ave some appecia-  berece i B e pour. [ o T away was hall hours beforesopping or  kayaking on e ZARI PR fL i evors was 1 S Bde -
w;m?uamSmn?mme mmrﬂ:‘n?umm“ Lo orine way & mound feals e It was indeed more challeng- ! packed with tales of near misses "‘""m'm fely, our break gave s ulimate exremes... or, maybe Pmﬂarﬂﬂxaeﬂépgtalnrﬁn].m
N for our rolling session Were open. s propelled from the barelof a  ing than the previous two rivers and the odd hit, by the now some- Unfortunately, ¢ et vear Séamus Kelly & Cpl Brian
' : Asitwas tharverwasastepup  rifle. Now i ng : - we  the wind enough time to play with year. : M Keamey (3 tnf Bn), 2 £ Bde - Gar
" We were each paired off with i difficulty from the previous i Wmm and as such was more fun. Rapid what experienced paddiers as 20 50, in fact Our guest speaker was & %
somabody could such as surfing stand-  sections continuous . exchanged stores of our aquatic ~ the waves. much O Donngll, of ‘River Doap, David McCabe & Gnr Andy
el et day’s escapades. ing waves and more compiicated R ! that Il prevented an aftemoon sor-  Hugh : i ax
practised this difficult seif-rescue i obstacles rocks ; Gabwiry. We Moran, (2 Fd Arty Regt), Cpl Pat
e b We navigated down the river hﬂm;? like o b < j off  fie. As buckets and spades were Mountain Hght ¥ Deasa (5 inf Bn); 4 W Bde - Capt
tachnique. As the session drew to  practising and perecting tech- Tiat moves ke ‘enders’and trees were more plentiful. Litthe After & quick dinner i was gt the only thing left were inspired by his in-depth , . S
a8 closa soma were suocesshul niques which we had leamed the m did | reakise three days belore this to Tuam Pool for the second mmwmpmimmbemw knowledge of kayaking equipman Gwml LmlmesKamﬂlﬁtrﬂBm
while others packed away theit pravious day. There was mare leamed refum to Galway we that | could even attempt to nego- rolling session, Our efforts that 10 Ennistymonand  and kayaks. None more 0 than i
: ; ' that the following day's fiate such in night proved more fruitful with head for nearby Pra Kevin O'Riordan and the Sgt Bob Lacey (Band k
| determination for the nex! session  aggression and less aciivities 8 such a river in a kayak. : the spectacular Cascades. " Dease  Cpl JJ Flanagan (4 Cav Sgn)
on Tuesday night. Atthe end ol @ which boosted everyone's conf mwbﬁmmw The last section of the river increasing numbers of successful s a 200m aloremantionad Cpl Pal . i Homdcs'
' that night and | finally : Eskimo mils. The Cascades - wha both purchased kayaks. | Marval Service - A/ np
long day we headed for Diin Ui dence levels. s ! was mare difficult and required _ ctretch of challenging rapids pre- i e v Dochu A/
Mhaodiosa where we were guests We retumed to barracks for redlised the reason why canoeists bank inspection, whereby you ] ‘The next moming was st waimwﬂ!ﬂiﬂ-m”’-’f think Pat would have been befia Bnanm' exsyrts s
% of An Céad Cath lunch and then headed west into wmm walk the bank i assess how you aside for kayak surfing. Kayak ceded only seven of advised 1o have purchased a pad- Motyer, prs_n
i 3 i the fairt : Also in the area of Conrmd Barber, DFTC - Cpl
The following morming we rose  the scenic Connemara landscape dawn night passedandthe  need to navigate the river. Here surfing? In my mind this phrase heafted. o ot s 9 of wo. { ¥
slight muscie pains reminis- brought a few hours of rain.  we were taught i a Initially conjured up an image of a the group decided Thanidulh equipment purchase. nmour Gaorge Hannon
with and on to the vilage of Cliiden Belore we knew It we were in the W‘mammﬁ”mw& i N mﬂwmmﬂk&ﬁkaﬂ series of obstacies. “ﬂ. R,
: - Oncohn S 90611
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The Order of Carmelites

Behold the face of God

Community
\.' " oyt 4 . Carmehtes sre Called tooseok o Hife of poventy, oelilsin
3 7 .y i v, el
INOW '” " {U I-"I nore 'h””* ard obethenee: o share e commupmmuent tis Chirest within a
I.'i'lll'l":llll;:u ol Deatfier=
1T the ides of this man Were not ||:"ki|:|.l!~ {or
having the face of God saints , Just people who Pl'ﬂ}’t_‘l‘
I sl vies N ] b Iw i Iy
makes you uncomfon- through their fove for Iy Deconme o Carmehiie venr will Tee called to bwe o mian o
ble he clut prover Your irst responssinbiny wall T o sizoe close oo Chins
.J. e, Join the club Ciodl, can help make i servee i theough o file of prayer
IF 1% easier 1o pass him others” lives o little
by thon to stop und !:||_'|F1 et Mi..‘jﬁiﬂ“

him, then all you're Crrmelies serve thie Church in many aeeas of the gotive
apestoliie: preachimg the Word of God, directing retreats, us
clepskains m hospitals, us poesss in the pansh, waching voung

=l
people in our schools or by wking the Gospel (o other Bimds

[T v think

guilty of is being vio e one af those

hman peapie, please wile 1o

But i1 vou think Brother Dominic Barry A5 INisshOndrfes
thirse fechings mean Dhrector of Vocations

) i 3 Fowr turthicr dormmt b Wit i
wim're e suitable for St John of God Brothers Thee [Hnactor of Yocuthons
Ile us e of our broth- Stithsrean The Voscation Lentre
ers, you're wrong. L Tel: 01 288 2200 verciie Cilk
Thulin G
Teed: i 4624

The Central and Regional Fisheries Boards would like to take this opportunity to wish members of
TheHavalSmicedehe:\iBm-psaHapwctwistutasammuspmﬂm’kan

Any service n-ersnn.fﬂrﬂiwﬁieﬂﬂsﬁﬂlmhtmthmtmmwsea]mmtaﬂm
Central Fisheries Board Angling Information Service at 01-8379206, Fax - 01 8360060 or email: info@cfb.ie
Central Fisheries Board, An Priomh-Bhord lascaigh
Mobhi Boreen, Glasnevin, Dublin 9.

E smiles from he local chil-
dren and the constant cnas of
"Hallo mee-sterl” are surpris-
ingly the daily greeting from

Dill's population. This s despae
the fact thal the area was devas-
tated by militia forces who suppor
integration with Indonesia foliow-
ing the pro-independence referen-
dum resull on August 30th, 1999,

Driving around Dill, one is con-
stantly taced with burnt-out shetls
of buildings which are a rerminder
ol this mos! recent cycle of vio-
lance experenced by the East
Timorese. Yet despite the recent
horrors, the East Timorese people
display an amazing spint and
fesiience in the face of adversity.
Parhaps this can be aftributed o
the strong Catholic ethos and the
open, fiendly nature of the people
who seem 1o ba prepared to for-
give and move on 7

Dili is not the only centre of
population to bear the scars of the
recent orgy of viglence in East
Timor, Moving furthear west to the
town of Suai one is confronted by
a scene of almost total camage
Sual and s envirgns suffered
some of the worst atrocites and it
is estimated that the town has sul-
fered up to 90% damage.

It 5 In Suai that the ARW has
been deployed within the 15t
Royal New Zealand Infantry
Regimant (1 RNZIR) as part of the
Reconnaissance Company and
acts as the ‘syes and ears’ of the
Battalion Commander.

Since the unit armved in mid-
October it has completed several
tasks within its tactical area of
responsibility (TAOR). Ranger
Wing personnel have mounted
exlanded vehicle and foot patros,
facilitated humanitanan aid, and
ensured the safe retum of intemal-
ly displaced parsons from West fo
East Timor. They have also
detained suspected miltiamen
and have genarally been involved

ARW

in East Timor

Eas! Timar is part of 3 small siand not too far off the coast of Australia.
It shares the island with West Timor and since gaining independence
from Portugal in 1974 it has been under the cortrol of INJORESiE The
Eas! Timprese are predominantly Roman Cathohic unfike fe mainf
Muslim, pro-Indonesian population of West Timar. Following 2 referen-
durm in which the East Timorese voted overwhelmingly for indépen-
dence from Indonesia a4 wave of viplence was unigashed by pro-
Indonesian militias in East Timor. In respanse fo the gevastation ang
hioodshed that folfowed the UN reacted by esfabiishing a multi-nationai
force to be sent lo the istand to restore the peace. A conftngent from
Ireland consisting of ARW personnel and support staff joined the mmis-
sion in November 1999 and in this feature Capt John Whittaker (Staff
Officer) reports on the initial phase of our ivoivement

fn security tasks and a ‘heans and
minds’ campaign along the border
with Indonesian West Timor,

The ARW is ideally suited for
such tasks as it is an experienced,
robust unit which has refined its
many SF {special forces) skifls
gver the years at home and
abroad, Personned from the unit
also have wida ranging Overseas
experience in theatres including
Lebanon, Somalia, the Fomer
Yugostavia, and Irag.

The Intemational Force for
East Timor (INTERFET), was
astablished under UN Security
Council Besolution 12'6-1._ I1J$a
Chapter 7 (peace-enforcing) mis-
cign and is mandated to restore
peace and security to Eas! Timor,
to protect and support tha Linited
Nations Mission in East Timor
(UNAMET] in camying out its

tasks; and to taciitate humanitar-
an assistance operabions.

The Austrafian-ded INTERFET
includes troops from Thaitand,
Singapore, Malaysia, Canaga.
New Zealand, Ireland, laly,
Germany, Denmark, Norway,
France, the United States, Greal
Britain, the Republc of Korea, the
Philippines and Portugal

The force & continung 1o
expand and may 5000 inchide
contingents from Fyi, Eqypt
Kenya, and Jordan. INTERFET
has a considerable range of
assats available and the force’s
todal Strength stands at 9.500
Within this is 2 SIrong air Compo-
mient, containing bom fed and
rofary wings and & sizeable mar-
itima: capability

The 15t Iish Componiznt (1
{RCOM), commanded by Lt Col

OVERSEAS

Deerry Fitzgerakd, s made up of 40
all-ranks and is senving & four
manth teus. The unit is despersed
over a wide area from Darwm in
Austrain, to D, to Sual The con-
tingent affica is run by the Natonal
Command Element, basad in Dil
and compnsing Lt Col Fitzgerald
as tha Senicr Insh Officar, Capt
Johnny Whittaker (Staft Officer),
Coy Sgt Alan Came, and Sgt Ben
Lindsay. The National Support
Elament (NSE), based in Darwin
is commanded by Comdt Pat
Phelan and has a stat of three
including COMS Stan Hurley, Sai
Gemy Campbell and Cpl Noel
Luttrell. Tha NSE's function 5 1o
provide logrstical and administra-
tive suppor 10 ihe noops in the
fiekd

Curmently, INTERFET is in fran-
sition with the United Nations
Temgporary Adminstration East
Timar (LINTAET), wha are co-
axisting with the force in Eas!
Timar. The role of INTERFET is
gxpected 1o be compieted and
handed over 1o UNTAET some-
tirna I earty 2000, Unid that bme
1 Insh Component will continue 10
play its par in helping 1o ensure
that peace and secunty ané mair-
tained in East Timor and that
these gentle people can pegin 1o
loook forward to their future with
hope B

EAST TIMOR AT A GLANCE

Ares 14 609 =q km

Capital Dili

Poputation 584 B36 (1998) (85% is
urban)

Literacy 46%

Language Tetom Indofisian and
Partuguese

GOP « 5150 millon (1998)
Approximatety S168 per
cagéta, which 5 the sbah
fowes! in e wina
Hangicrafts. woven cloth
andf cement
Cofles. coconits and
CAnnamain




Capt

& Sgt Paul Byrne

us a taste of what life
has been like for the
personnel of the Unit.

thGPl laft lrull-r'ld
We lang J
(s arr:i spent our
Army mr

which
August

5 of five

T a.r\‘|||1_-n
Iry, med-
|rr-,- ,—.|r‘||] Adr

enable them _,4.4:.1:'\,.” rnu-r opar-
atons

Since our armival in-theatre the
umit has bean mvolved in a vanaty
ol tasks which have changed as
tha mission has avohed

An Cosantgir

Above: An Tooreach
Bertie Ahern, with 5gi
Moel Leavey and other
"‘le’.‘mﬂ-or] Tpl Coy
during his visil to Kosove

Right: &1 work in
the workihops n
Camp Clarke

irish KFOR personnel
given generously
of their free time un;
money to help two
the local families o
refusrbash their houses

Crossing twa intemabional bor- other tasks apart from the ones
dars. Coupled with this was the we receive from HQ. One mission
.a\.l: tha1 convoys are not allowed

ece in daylight

dng changed, The railway
wvere improved by KFO
i 10 the Uinit being

italian, Briti
Norwegean m

ovemight in the
ous nationalities and i
aftar seeing thedr [ving condi ons
realisad ho od our

a rtation l..lf hndglng F-qu DITIE"I
repair bomb-damaged bridges o
the rl._|||F'1.. l..1'|"J El'1d distribution of

L mmed

dunng he war

Other humanitanan
have involved the distribution
firawood to Serb and Albanian il
lages. Wa have also bean

hved in distributing ad tram
the Train for Like’, at jnipad of
school equipment collectaa Dy g ok
Biitich families in Garmany he maporty of the Compar

One of the more chilfing tBSHE Later that day the Taosead
wa have carmed out 5o far s the aftanded varnous meatings wilh
uampgmhunuiamm COM KFOR (Commarnder

KOSOVO

Other visitors 1o the camp

haue n..lune.j Mr P

i futura




INCE the end of the Cold

War the security chimate of

the world has become very

unsetied. The threat of a
major confrontation betwean the
eastem and westem blocs has
receded somewhat only to be
teplaced by bitter inter-alhnic
regional conflicts. With these
simmenng disputas threatening
fo boil over, the UN has begun to
tormulate a policy of rapid inter-
vention using forces made avail-
able to it by its membeérs. In
order for this policy to work a
rapid reaction force would have
to be placed Into the area of
operations (A0) quickly, with the
equipment 1o deter aggression
and protect the troops of the
force,

Many of these hot spots often
have poor infrastructure; such as
narmow roads and light bridges
which would be unsuitable for
hieavy vehicles such as mam
battie tanks (MBTs). In light of
this, a force equipped with a
tamity of standandised lght
amoured vehicles (LAVS) which
benefit from strategic mobility
through rapid air ransport could
play a very imponant pan in giv-
ing substance o the UN policy.

Az Vehictes of Tetlord (LK)
are one of the worlds leading
LAY producers, with over 14.000
yehicles sold to 40 diterant
countnes, These vehicles have
sean reliable service in terrain
vanang from bogs
and nce fields to
desert and snow

One of Alvis
Vehicles' most
successiul
products
has

22 An Cosantoir

been the Scompion CVR(T)
range. Initially designed 10 equip
tha British Army's recoe
squadrons, the Scorpion light
tank and Scimitar recce vahicle
evolved into & famity that could
serve as specialised APC, com-
mand, ambulance, recovery and
anti-tank platforms. The onginal
Temme-armed Scorpion has baen
superseded for export by the
Scorplon 90 light tank. This vehi-
cle is armed with the lethal
20mm Mk Il Cockerill gun in an
electric powered tumet. Equipped
with a combined day/night sight.
laser range tinder and carrying
34 rounds of main weapon
ammunition, the Scorpion 90 can
play a hill part in recce, fire sup-
port, escor, amour in
advanca/withdrawal, and intemnal
sacunty duties. The Scompion's
aluminium armour gives s crew
pratection from HMG fire, mines
and shall splinters whilst allowing
the vehicle 1o be transported by
medium/Mheavy-lift helicoptars
For existing Scompion users an
upgrade package s available to
Scorpion 90 standard allowing
tham fo extend the effective sar-
vice life of the vehicle

Continued design work has
seen the Scorpion CVR(T) family
evolve inta the Stormer mulli-rols
combat vehicla

range. These

vahicles are Right:

bigger and The Starstreak

Shormer air

defence vehicle

Bl

The Scarab, a

wheeled,

ormoured,

AIR MOBILE
ARMOURED

AND

By Paul McMahon

electnc powered tumet can
traverse through 3607 and
elavate the main weapon
from -10 /4607, As an
option two single TOW
anfi-tank missile launchers
can be mounted aithar
side of the turmat there-
by allowing the
Stormer 1o pose a

mare capable than their prede-
cessors whilst still retaining their
ability to be airitted by CH53
Chinook-type helicopters. The
new vehicle range consists of
the Starmer 30 reccefight tank,
APC, air defence, command
ambulance, recovery, mine layer
and bridging systems
The Stormer 30 is a three-
man light tank/armoured recce
vehicle protected by spaced
steel armour over an alumini-
um hull designed to resist
14.5mm Soviet HMG
fire and artillary shell
splinters, The fully sta-
bilised HITFIST turmet 15
amed with a double
bell feed 30mm
Bushmaster || auto cannon wilh
180 rounds ready 1o fire and a

oco-axial 7.62mm GPMG with

700 rounds ready 1o use, The

serious threat 10 heavy armour
These can also be independently
elavated through -7.5+30°. The
vehicle commander views his
surroundings through six epis-
copes which are provided with a
switch for gun/episcope align-
ment or an optional panoramic
sight
A wide range of urrets
armed with machine guns up
o S0mm cannons can
be easily fitted to
the Stormer
aflowing graa
role Mexibility
The
APC version,
which has a
combat wekght
of 12.700kgs, &
power-to-weight ratio
al 18.68bhpionne
and a ground pres-

e

sure of 0,42 kafcm® camies a
crew of three plus a ning-man
section - The vehicla can wade
up to 1. 1m and is fully amphibi-
ous, with preparation, travedling
at Skph using its tracks for
propulsion, Armoured 10 res:st
heavy maching gun fire, the
Stormer is still light enough 1o
aliorw two 1o be fransported by C-
130 Hercules, or slung bensath
a CH-47 Chinook helicopter
When travelling by road at an
average B0kph it has a range of
over 400 miles. This vehicle is in
service with the armed forces of
Malaysia , Indonesia and Oman.

In 1986 the British Army
selected the Stomer as the vehi-
cle upon which 10 mount its
Starstreak high-velocity missde
syslam. Its pnmary runch:un isto
protect the ammoured reqiments
of the British Army against attack
halicopters and low fiying air-
crafl, The remote tummet Cames
eight ready-to-launch missies
which have a range of 7km and
an estimated speed of Mach 4

The furret contains the air
dafence alering device consist-
ing of an infra-red scanner and
processor that allowstarge!
detection and prioftisation for
intercaption, The warhead con-
sists of three heavy dars that
become armed cnce the missile
motor bums out. These are then
individually guided ina trianguiar
jormation around the guidance
beam to the targel whereupon
thay impact with lgthal force. The
yahicha, with a crew of thrae,
also has room for an additional
twelve reloads, which are manir-
ally reloaded when required

Stormer 30 Ligh!
| Armoured Recce Vehicle.

phulm:N\'hI.Id
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Craw 3
Gimansone  Legth  S251m
Width 265
Heght  2.485m
Weight (depands on
varignt gg APC
variam 12, 700kg)
Spond Forward . Blkmb
Reverse BOkmh
Range Mixa] tarrain 400km
Detance Aluminim s
Spaced stegl armaoot
fomament 1 x 30rmm Bishmastar |
1 x 7 B2 co-qxial
mkching gun
1 1 B smoke grenads
launghes

Alvis have not forgotten the
important role that whesled yehi-
cles have 1o play in today’s cf-
mate. Traditionally, wheeled
vahicles have sufferad hom
reduced amour prolection and
mobility compared to tracked
yehicles. With the Scarab (& fas!
armoured scoul vehiche) Alvis
have addressed thesa imting
problems to produce a yhicle
that enjoys very high mobiity
and amoured protection, The
Scarab is a highty mobila
scolliweapons camier based on
the excallent Unimog chassts
and Mercades-Benz G-cylinder
diesel engine. Designed from the
gutset 1o offer supert F‘lm1e<.1u7ﬂ"-
i its class the vehicke s
armourad shell can resas!

12 7mm AP all round. With addi-
tional levels of pratection, which
allow the vehicle 1o have

a wengnt range ‘.r,..

betweaen six and 12

lonnes, medium calibre cannon
rounds and APG-T type muni-
tions can be resisted over the
frontal arc

The hull is designed to pro-
tect the crew from TMHEP-6 anti-
tank mines and all lesser type
sefl-farging fragment (SFF)
mines, The three-man crew
aperate the air condiionad veh-
cle which can be armed with
anything from a smgle machine
gun up to high-powered autc-
cannons, which had previously
been unavailable to light vehi-
cles. The vehicle has a number
of ammoured glass windows
allowing the driver and crew to
have good visibility in mobie and
dangerous situations. With a top
spead of 110kph and a range of
BOOKm on road (560km off-road)
lang range patrolling in a very
capabie vehicle allows the user
maintan a presence in far flung
comers ol any area of opera-
hions.

As can be sean from he Alvis
range a vared fleet ol vehicles
axists which are able fo provIoE
strategic mobiiity as well as tact
cal effectivenass to any force
willing to serve the United
Nations as a fire brigade’, allow
ing quick reaction and deploy
ment to hot zonas 10 try and min
fmise the outbreak and spread of
hostilites n which the civilian 15
atwiays the first casualty W
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30-hour exercise designated

‘Forest Shield' took place over

tha weekend of 16th/1Tth

rin County Meaath.

The exercise, organised by 'E'
Coy, 7 Inf Bn FCA, based in
Kells, comprised 120 personnel,
drawn from all companies of 7 Int
B with elements from 2 Fd Med
Coy, 2 Fd MP Coy, 11 Fd 3&T
Coy, and 11 Fd Sigs Coy, In sup-

Thie purpose of the axercise
was o practice officers and
NCOs in the issue and receipt of
orders; command and contral;
and the employment of appropr-
ate tactics in dealing with chang-
ing situations in unfamikar terrain,

Throughout the exercise
troops were practised in naviga-
tion, communications and sig-
nals, base camp and patroliing
skills, as well as ambush and
ant-ambush drifls, Thare was
also amphibious landings includ-
ad for some of those involved.

On arrival at HG 'E' Coy on
Saturday moming the troops
were divided into Blue Force
(friendly) and Red Forca (enemy)
and briefed on the exercise
requirements. Each group con-
sisted of a full infantry platoon
with aftachments, a company
HQ, and its own dedicated exar-
cise security element. An officer
DS (directing staff) was also
assigned 1o each group. Red
Force had an additional aéenmn!.
namaly the ial Boal Groug,

umwma m:l of Sgt Enda
Murmay, 'E’ Coy

Comdt Eamonn Mooney (Coy

Comd, ‘E’ Cay) and myself (Coy
2i'c) took on the roles of company
commanders of Red Force and
Blue Force . Each of
us had our own separate HQ, ops
room, and a shared comms Cen-
tre mannied by personnel from 11
Fd Sigs Coy and 7 Inf Bn.
Assistance in sefting up the
unique comms network was gen-
erously given by Ronnie McGrana
{a former private in 7 Inf Bn).

The general situation for the
awercise was that Red Force was
invading from the north and was
maving south towards Dundalk
and Cavan. Blua Force's 2 Bda
was deployed in a defensive line
stratching from Cavan Town 1o
Clogherhead. Red Force sle-
ments had penetrated the defen-
sive line near Ballisborough,
however, and were active near
Girley, outside Kells. Tha enamy
infiltrators wers monitoring Blue
Force troop movements and
radio traffic, and ware genarally
disrupting the preparations that

FOREST
SHIELD

By Capt Ken McManus, ‘E' Coy, 7 Inf Bn

2111 Keogh, ‘B'Coy) that was
operating behind friendly lines
In the earty stages of the axer-
cise Rad Force platoon's position
was compromisad and they
moved 1o an akemative loCation
on Church sland, Lough Sheelin
a distance of 30 milas from thesr
Initial position
Meaarwhile, Blue Force pla-
toon established a base camp
and commenced agQressive
patrolling at Girley
Wood/Cloncath Bog. After mid-
night and a changeover of pla-
toon commandears, miomaton
recenvad indicated that the enemy
had vacated their initial posihon
Thieir new position Was Known
and Blye Force was given orders
to move immeadiately Mo posbon
to ambush the enamy at dawn
when they wers expectad 1o
leave the isiand to AV with ther
franspor
The ambush was the highlight
ol *Forest Sheid and troops wom
out from constant patrolling and
base camp operations found theer
‘spcond wind and gave L every-
thing they had
On retum o Kells both forces
were debneled separalely belom
DS Capt Hugh Coyle and Lt Ray
Flood gave an axcellent general
debriel to everyone Iogether
Both groups, of coursa, were
claiming victory but as Comd
Pater Bums (OC 7 Inl Bn) com-

mmantsd dunng s chosing
acdness ‘Aryong who 100k par
i Tl EXOrCHS [ B Winngr

Tras most satistyng teaturn
was T prodessonal and dedhcat
od maAnner in which e ones
coms parsonnel and Me gty
wornnd Sooether 10 achinn i
reapnctned RSO

A spacul word of thanks
go 1o the POF cadre staft. H o I
ird B, ared WO E Coy. tor thes
yaluable nout. a5 wedl as o
COS units and comany oom:
manders lor theer support
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Mustrates wo examples of these
codes in 1he numaraks and letier

argas and were
biow themselves up before
retumning fo earth in the event of
nol hitting @ target. This was
achigved by either allowing the
tracer of a separate incandiary
increment 1o bum through in the
main HE chamber

Now onto he misceliany of
carndges depicted in the second
phatograph. The loliowing ane
[uest & few ohaervations of these
ronnds and then assocated

ATt !
The 55 Boys Al LiEe pod il

The SAP-HE! round has no
actual fuse Instead a hardened
sioﬂlmpmceﬁmm
the Dody On impact the base ol
ihe nose piece crushes fhe deto-
nator which hes below [t, thereby
axploding the HE] iling. It was
mﬂmwalnmw
alight armoured fuel tanks

The ubiguitious. 20mm
Oarikin long-cass sholl was
used lor air dofence by ity the
Allies and Garmars duning he
e o] B weapon shill in

round. The Hawker Hamer GR5
has two detachable luselage
pods each cantaining one of
these cannons with 100 rounds.

The 27mm Mauser BK27 gqun
is also based on the wartime MG
213a cannon. The Tomada (DS
version is fitted with two luse-

BK27s. each wih
180 rounds. The belted, steel-
casad carridges are glectnically
primed and come in seven dilfer-
enl lypes.

The seven-bameiad 30mm
e
10 USAF A-10 Thundarbol

aircraft. The gun is
fied from @ drurm containing up 10
1,350 rounds of alloy-cased.
The carndge cases measure
17%mm in length, 3mm longer
than the Rarden cases, and ang
due to thee s2e

Some other sigrificant rounds
nat pictured hine would include
the 20mm Yulcan (used by RAF
Phanioms), the rarer Second
Workd War-intage 20mm Dansh
Madsen, and the Soviet 20mm
ShHYAK and 23mm Yva types.

Hopahilly, thes shon reatise
on cannon shels will g some
inssghl ho how M paricutar
tsalm of ondnance holds such an
altrachon fof Mo whno audy
el colloct tham B
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recently sent us his assessment

of the current state of affairs.

NO years ago | wrote in An
Cosantéir that a simple truth pre-
vailed in South Labanon, | stated
that in my view the Isrash
Detence Forces (IDF) wera wall and
truty Dogged down' n whal amount-
ed tora miltary Quagmire, and that
there was nedher the remotest
prospect of a political solution in
sight nor any potential for an imme-
diate |OF miltary dsangagement

| drew astention to the fact that on
December 1st of that year Lebanon's
war of amnnon nad confnwed unme-
lentingty with the cetonaton of yet
another roadside bomb (RSE), which
on that occasion immobdised an IDF

main batlie tank near At Tin

pe. Later that same evening a
Hezballah rocket attack fell well
shor of its targel and demolished
part of a schocihousa in the
Chnstian village ol Ein Ibil desp n
what for well nigh twenty years we
have called the Isrash Controlied
Area, or in UN parlanca, ‘the ICA". |
also wrote that a few days previously
an Amal operation had gone homibly
wrong when a number of 120mm
mortars wens fired into this same
a&rea but again lad short of target and
landead In the wilage of Bell Led
kdlling eight innocent civillans.

in the parafisi world of Lebanese

lence tsragl Government
spokesman Un Lubrani remasned
adamant in his belied that a unilateral
IOF withdrawal from Lebanon would
only b a racipe for disaster which
might in the longer term lead the IDF
1o re—enter Lebanon ‘with dnisions
and brigades and policies of bumed
earth’. 1t was all depressingly famil-
iar stuff - existential politics at its
WOrst = Coming from nowhere, poing
nowhere and achieving absolutely
nothing, and not the remotest
prospect of an end to the confiict in
sight

The human cost of occupying
South Lebanon has of course
been very high for lsraed and up to
that point m 1997 | recorded the
grim stalistics of 215 |OF fatalites
and 634 wounded since 1985
Israel was damined for remaining
in Lebanon but would most cer-
tainly be equally damned if she
left. The only certainty | could pre-
dict was thal in the coming months
many further lsraals and

secluded courtyard just off the nar-
row nuttad winding main street |
found a woman who lost her hus-
band that fateful evening, and aged
now well beyond her years the futility
of the conflict was written clearty in
the deap lines which creasad her
westher-beaten face. Rearing har
young family was always a struggle
in this part of the word. Now, depan-
dent on the modest contributions her
pder children send from Beinut and
abroad, survival has becoma her
only pricdty, As | left her sitting on
the ground outside her spartan bt
spolless home, harvesting a meagre

pi ol olives which dunng the winler
would be sold for a few inflated
Lebanese pounds, | marvelied al her
resilience in the tace of chronic
adversity,

Lite is difficult in Badt Led, The
water runs intemmittently, electncity is
unprediciable, unemployment =
almost universal, and the nearby
presence of several IDF and South
Lebanese Army (SLA) postions
ensures this sleepy village will
remain a tamet for as long as the
confiict continues

And it is clear this dogged strug-
gle still has some significant distance

to run. When my Danish colleague,
Major Robin Rahbek, went to meet
the village Muchtar a noisy trowd
gathered round to witness what was
happening. They ranged in age from
gight 1o eighty and though thay bora
the UNMO team no il their eyes
revaaled the full spectrum of emotion
in the ICA today - snges, apatiy,
excitement. resentment, even com:
mitrnent to their causa, — bul over-
whetmingly they revealed a sioc
acceplance of their curment lot and
tha fact that this is very likely 1o
remain their only kot for & consioer
able time to come. Beit Laif remains

Right: -
Sheikh Nasrallah the spiritvol
leader of Hezb'alioh, whose pic-
ture proliferctes in villages in
Southern Lebanon.

Bottom right;
hﬂmﬂwﬁd—!ﬂdﬁ!w
outside the gote of his house in
Bint Jebeil after his decth.
ﬂlﬂw.‘m

a village on the front line, & village
trapped in & war its peaple did not
spak bt from which they naw have
no escape. There is no respie for
any of them because fomOmow Yy
bring ancther hail of death hurting
from the sky or the detonatan of
another RSB along 1S pcch.-m;_r.;m
broken roads®. The ondy consotaton
_ if o could call it 50 - is that s&v
aral other places in the ICA also sul
fer the same fate on & daily Dasss,
and In some instances the level of
vichanca is appreciably worse
Acase m is the village of




of one of its fighters. This was
scale of the IOF aniiery retala-
thon which rained down in the
aftermath. Tha vatous UNMO
teams who obsenved and
reported on he day's proceed-
ings were all well aware that
this has for the most pan
become the daidy patiem of ife
in South Lebanon, Life is
cheap in this dogfight it & only
those famises, Israsdi and
Lebanese, laft with no oplion
othar than 10 endure and sur-
vive the death of parents and
children who can quantity the
real indeiible cost of it ai’

Bt this has never been a
one-sacad war and 1o pratand
otherasse would be dgingeny-
ous. 1DF Chief of Staff Lt Gen
Shaul Mofaz may well bebeve
1hat his lorces 3 w.nr‘ung e
war against Hezb'allah, and
white he & opanly on record to
that eflect, mast independent
commentators woukd dagrea
with his assessment, Cenainly
the medus operandi of the IDF
15 mone sophisficated in terms

of equipment but the essential ale-

ments of thesr combat operatons

remain no diferent 1o those of thair

adversanes. Take lor axampée the
foliowing extract from "Foreign

Report in relation io the recent idling

ol Al Salama. a sersor Hazh'allah
cOmmander..

” Cs for the loss

July 15t 2000' and wihethar the new
milennum will héraid & new begin-
wmpﬂuuu:mﬂ_

maney’ suggests that he
unquestioraibly

235/49) as all he 1owns in norhem

Galilee would bacome a target rich
emvironment’ for Shaikh Hassan
Nasraliah's fanatical wamiors,
Notwithstanding his public state-
ments 1o the contrary Gen Mofaz
may well have his plans aiready
drawn up lo exdfiltrate the Galilss

Division from Lebanon at some point

in the new year, and sanous

LU

I place for over half & cantu-
ry. Progress to the tma of
writing in late 1949 has been
painfully slow and a final soh-
ticn ks cedainly not immed-
atety to hand, With Shalkh
Naim Kaouk, Hezb'allah's
palitical leader in the south,
claiming that all diplomatic
attempts to halt the hostiities
were doomed, and that
Hezb'aliah ‘will not accept
anything less that the total
defeat of the enemy and all
its coflaborators, 12 the naad
ahead in the coming monihs
will prove tortuously difficull
With the advent of a naw mil-
lanmum peacokeapers across
the Middle East remain hope-
ful that & resclution o
Lebanon’s incessant biood-
letting may finally be in the
offing. But we have hoped
befora and been frustrat-

ed. . unfortunately we may
well be disapponted again

Haaretz 30-11-09 & UNIFIL Dy Niews
Summary 111297, o 1, [243)

The Dy Star (Bairud) 41297, UKIFIL
[ty Mews Summary 512487, No )

Tha Dally Star {Beinst) 41297 UNIFIL
Deally News Summary 1071297, No 1
[256]

Haarstz 57297

TOEPSLA postions around Rait Lad were
shaiarl again on fis evening of 171099~
tharidutly withol! casually on B oot

AL
UMGFIL Dby W
e

“WE MAKE

SUPPLIERS TO THE

IRISH DEFENCE FORCES

CONTACT:
Truck DEALERS INTERNATIONAL,
Fox AND GEESE, Naas ROAD

DusLIN 12.
oN TEL: 4564747 Fax: 4564873

FOR MORE INFORMATI

THE STRONGEST TEAM”




