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ABSTRACT

The defeat of China in the Opium War forced open the

door of the Middle Kingdom. Since then, China had to face

the problems brought about by the economic expansion of the

West. In view of such a critical situation, it was believed

that "change" was inevitable in order to strive for survival

and independence.

From 1860 to 1898, China experienced two reform movements,

namely, the Self-strengthening Movement and the Hundred Days'

Reform. Ideas of reform on various aspects flourished through-

out this stormy journey of reform.

It was clear that the ideas of reform became more and

more demanding, which made the Hundred Days' Reform looked

so radical from the contemporary standpoint. Yet, people

usually overlook the influence of the agitators of reform

:in the transitional period who actually played an important

role in spearheading and spreading advanced ideas.

Among these reform agitators, Zherìg Guanying made himself

distinct from others by his economic thought which emphasized

enriching the nation (fuguo) and strengthening the armed

forces (qiangbing) through the tactics of waging commercial

wars.

As a comprador, Zheng Guanying had gained much knowledge

and vision from his contact with the foreigners which placed

him in a better position to appreciate advanced ideas. His

thought could be described as all-rounded. It was all laid

down in his famous book Warnings to the Seemingly Prosperous

(Shenshih Weiyen) to remind the readers of the weakness

of China.

This thesis attempts to study the importance of Zheng's

economic thought. In the first chapter, I will study the

origins of Zheng's thought through examining his life experience

p.i



and the socio-economic background of the late Qing peric

The second chapter will focus mainly on Zheng's econon

thought in three areas: the use of people's Calent to t

utmost (ren jin qi cai); extracting as much benefit as possi

from Che land (di jin ql li) and expanding the flow of goc

(wu chang ql liu) . In the third chapter, I will high1i

the importance and the influence of Zhengts economic thought

through the study of the broad trend of economic thoug

in the late Qing period.

I would like to express my deep gratitude to Dr. A.H

Lin for his patience in correcting my thesis and his invalual

comments. Finally, thanks are due to my mother for her conste

encouragement and moral support.
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