
 

 

AMTRAK AND CALIFORNIA REQUEST BIDS 
FOR HIGH-SPEED TRAINSETS 

New equipment to expand current NEC high-speed service, 
Meet long-term operational needs of both projects 

 
WASHINGTON – Amtrak and the California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) 

today issued a request for proposals to build modern, state-of-the-art high-speed trainsets. The 

trainsets are essential to meeting Amtrak’s critical short-term need to expand the capacity of its 

current Northeast Corridor (NEC) high-speed service and meeting the long-term operational 

needs of both Amtrak and the Authority. 

Amtrak is seeking up to 28 high-speed trainsets, each with between 400 and 450 seats, 

which can meet or exceed current Acela Express trip-times on the existing NEC infrastructure 

between Washington, New York and Boston.  The Authority is seeking an initial order of 15 

trainsets which will have a minimum of 450 seats that can meet its planned trip-time 

requirements for service from the San Francisco Bay Area to Los Angeles on what will be 

largely brand new infrastructure.   

A goal of the procurement is to identify whether established high-speed rail equipment 

manufacturers have service-proven designs that can meet both the short-term needs of Amtrak 

and the long-term operational needs of the Authority and Amtrak with little or no modification.  

It is also hoped that the joint procurement of equipment with a large degree of commonality will 

result in lower unit acquisition and life cycle costs for both Amtrak and the Authority, while 

helping expand the U.S. role in high-speed rail equipment manufacturing. 

 “With packed trains and increasing demand, the need to expand the capacity of Amtrak’s 

high-speed service cannot be overstated,” said Amtrak President and CEO Joe Boardman.  “It is 

absolutely critical that we get more high-speed trains as soon as possible to provide more service  
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and meet the growing mobility and economic needs of the Northeast region.” 

The Authority requires operation at speeds of a minimum of 200 mph which is similar to 

what Amtrak expects it will need to realize its Vision for High-Speed Rail on the NEC.  Initially, 

Amtrak intends to operate at peak speeds of 160 mph because that is the expected maximum 

allowable speed permitted by the NEC infrastructure at the time these trainsets are delivered.  

“This is a major milestone for California’s high-speed rail project,” said California High-

Speed Rail Authority CEO Jeff Morales.  “Combining California’s and Amtrak’s orders will help 

make it worthwhile for manufacturers to locate in the United States, create jobs and deliver 21
st
 

Century, state-of-the art trainsets.” 

 “Today’s announcement is one more step in our efforts to standardize domestic rail 

equipment and reinvigorate U.S. manufacturing,” said Federal Railroad Administrator Joseph C. 

Szabo. “Combining orders between Amtrak and the California High-Speed Rail Authority will 

generate economies of scale and make it more attractive for high-speed rail manufacturers to 

build factories here in the USA, bringing new high-quality jobs and creating ripple effects 

throughout our domestic supply chain. The end result means the riding public will have lighter, 

faster, more energy efficient passenger rail service.” 

Only current manufacturers of high-speed rail equipment, which the partners define as 

manufacturers with equipment in commercial operation at speeds of at least 160 mph (257 kph) 

for at least two years, will be eligible to submit a bid.   Proposals are due May 17 and it is 

expected that a builder will be selected by the end of 2014. 

About Amtrak®  
Amtrak is America’s Railroad®, the nation’s intercity passenger rail service and its high-speed rail operator. Amtrak 

and its state and commuter partners move people, the economy and the nation forward.  Formally known as the 

National Railroad Passenger Corporation, Amtrak is governed by a nine member board of directors appointed by the 

President of the United States and confirmed by the U.S. Senate.  Anthony R. Coscia is board chairman and Jeffrey 

R. Moreland is vice chairman. In FY 2013, a record 31.6 million passengers traveled on Amtrak on more than 300 

daily trains – at speeds up to 150 mph (241 kph) – that connect 46 states, the District of Columbia and three 

Canadian Provinces.  Enjoy the journey® at Amtrak.com or call 800-USA-RAIL for schedules, fares and more 

information. Like us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter (@Amtrak) and check out our blog at blog.amtrak.com. 

 

About California High-Speed Rail Authority  
The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) is responsible for planning, designing, building and operation 

of the first high-speed rail system in the nation. By 2029, the system will run from San Francisco to the Los Angeles 

basin in under three hours at speeds capable of over 200 miles per hour. The system will eventually extend to 

Sacramento and San Diego, totaling 800 miles with up to 24 stations. In addition, the Authority is working with 

regional partners to implement a statewide rail modernization plan that will invest billions of dollars in local and 

regional rail lines to meet the state’s 21st century transportation needs. To learn more visit the Authority’s website at 

cahighspeedrail.ca.gov and join us on facebook.com/CaliforniaHighSpeedRail and follow us at twitter.com/cahsra/ 

 

# # # 

http://www.amtrak.com/servlet/ContentServer?pagename=Amtrak/HomePage
http://www.facebook.com/Amtrak
https://twitter.com/amtrak
http://blog.amtrak.com/

