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REPORT BY THE STANDING GROUP

to the
MILITARY COMMITTEE
on
REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUPREME
ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC
References: ga. DC 24L/2 (FINAL)
b. MC 22/10 (FINAL)

INTRODUCTION

1. At 1ts PFourteenth Session, the North Atlantic Miiitary
Committee approved MC 57 (FINAL) and directed the Standing Group
to re-examine the Terms of Reference of the Supreme Allied Commancer
Atlantic (SACLANT), to bring them into conformance with MC 57 (FINAL).
The Standing Group's report on the revised terms of reference is

at Enclosure.

2. It should be noted that the arrangements for the IBERLANT

Command have not yet been finaliged.

RECOMMENDATION

3. The Standing Group recommends that the Military
Committee:
2. Approve SACLANT's revised terms of reference in
supersession of DC 24/2 (FINAL) and MC 22/10 (FINAL).
. Forward this report to the North Atlantic Council

for its Information and approval of the supersession of

DC 24 /2 (FINAL), REGRADED . NATG UNCU){SS g%a

Per Authority ..... Et‘i&& &‘%‘“ éqﬁ ue

Byww Date 'Z.;f{é’f,/?,?

DISTRIBUTION: A, B, C, D, F, G.
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CONFIDENTIAL - NATO

ENCLOSURE

REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE
SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC

COMMANDER

1. A Supreme Allled Commander Atlantic (SACLANT) is hereby
designated, He shall be a United States naval officer with a’
United Kingdom deputy. His command shall be established in a
Supreme Headquarters at Norfolk, Virginia., SACLANT shall have an
integrated staff composed of officers from all nations which have
forces or facilities earmarked for assignment to his command. These
nations will have national liaison representatives accredited

to SACLANT,

REGION OF COMMAND

2. The boundaries of the Allied Command Atlantic (ACLANT)

are at Appendix "A",

ORGANIZATION OF COMMAND

3. The Allied Command Atlantic {(ACLANT) region shall be
divided into three ocean areas and Continental Portugal:

a. The Eaitggn,AtL&ntie_Area (EASTLANT), commanded
by a United Kingdom officer, Commander-in-Chief Eastern
Atlantic Area (CINCEASTLANT), with headquarters at
Northwood, England.

b. The Western Atlantic Area (WESTLANT), commanded
by a_Uﬂited States officer, Commander-in~Chief Western
Atlantic Area (CINCWESTLANT), with headquarters at
Norfolk, Virginia.

¢. The Iberian Atlantic Area (IBERLANT)*, commanded
by a United States officer, Commander-in-Chief Iberian
Atlantic Area (CINCIBERLANT), with headquarters at

Lisbon, Portugal.

*not yet established.
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d. Continental Portugal, although afflliated with ACLANT,
is regarded as a Zone of the Interior, The Commander Continen-
tal Portugal is responsible to his national authorities for 1ts
defense and is not, therefore, a suborinabte of SACLANT. He
does, however, have the responsibility for the coordination of

his national plans with the overall NATO plans_ofISACLANT for

the adjacent ocean area,

L".

The ocean areas will be further subdivided into sub

areas and islands with commanders for each as set forth at Appendix

"B"

5-

The terms of reference of SACLANT's subordinate commanders

shall “be as prescribed by SACLANT.

POWERS OF SUPREME COMMANDER

6.

il

The powers of SACLANT are as follows:
a. In war

(1) SACLANT in war will exercise the powers of a
Supreme Cowmmander, ‘These powers may be defined in greater
detall by the North Atlantlc Councll after consultation with
the Military Committee

(2) SACLANT will be responsible to the Standing Group
for the overall direction and conduct of wartime operations
within his region. He will also be directly responsible to
the Standing Group for the general formulation and dis-
semination of policv: the assienment of forces. miasions
and operational areas'éo his Subordinateﬁcommapgersé l
and for tgghdevelopment of opeq@ﬁlonal plans. He will,
consistent with hlS other respon31b111ties, support the
operations of the Suﬁféme Alliéd Commande?r Europe, the
Allled Commander-in-Chief Channel and the Commanders

responsible for the-defense of Canada - ﬁhited'States region,
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b, In peace

(1) One of the functions of SACLANT in peacetime
is to ensure that the NATO forces which will be made
available by nations. for the defense of the ACLANT region
will be organized, equipped, trained and ready fto operate
together to implement his war plans and that their support
will be provided for, Since his peacetime functions
are in effect a prelude to his wartime responsibility
for the defense of his region of command, his peace-
time responsibilities shall include:

(a) The development of plans and the prepara-
tions necessary for the execution of his assigned
wartime missions,.

{(v) The organization for and conduct of
international combined training of the forces ear-
marked for assignment to his operational command in
wartime, which the nations are willing ﬁo place under
his operational contrel for training in peacetlme,

{¢) Informing national authorities of his
wartime operatiopal and logistic reguirements for
the forces earmarked for assignment fo him,

{d) fThe coordination of his planning with that
of other NATO and national territorial commanders,
and cooperation with them in the accomplishment of
their missions,

(e) Making recommendations to the Standing
Group and to national authorities on the notice .
at which forces should be held in readiness to
reach their war stationé, based on current intelligence,
Similarly, he should make recommendations on infra-
structure, training standards, adequacy of forces,
and such other military matters.as will affect his

ability to discharge his war and peacetime missions,

T T 2T n Ty
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(f) Proposing to the Standing Group any changes
in planning and command organizations which he con-
siders desiréble.

(g)' Thé establishment of an efficient organi-
zation which will be the nucleus for expansion in war
for the control of hils region of command.

(2) To execute the peacetime functions detailed above
SACLANT shall have authority:

(a) To coordinate international combined
training of forces which are earmarked for assign-~
ment to him in war, so as to ensure that the forces
of different nations can operate together effectively
in carrying out assigned tasks,

(b) Under arrangements agreeable to the
national military authorities concerned, to conduct
1nternatiohal combined exercises of such forces as
may be made available, in order to lmprove the state
of Training and %to determine the efficiency of forces
which are earmarked for assignment to his operational
command in war, or to direct that such exercises be
carried out, |

(¢} To call for reports based on inspections
to be carried out.bj national authorities concerned
on the state of readiness of the forces earmarked for
assignment to his operabtional command on the oubbreak
of war, but not under his operational control in
peacetime. Should there be any shortcomings in
these earmarked forces, the shortcomings should be
reported by him to the national authorities with in-

formation to the Standing Group.
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(d) To communicate with National Chilefs of
Staff and with their respective Defense Ministers and
Heads of Government directly, as necessary, to
facilitate the accomplishment of his mission.

(e) To make recommendations direct to National
Chiefs of Staff on the notice at whlch forces should
be held in readiness to reach thelr war stations,
based on current intelligence, and on logistic and
administrative matters affecting the efficiency or

readiness of these forces.

o

General
(1) SACLANT shall have operational control in peace-
time, and operational command in war, of those land, air
and naval forces which may specifically be assigned to him,
which Includes authority to establlish such functional task
forces as he deems necessary, and may delegate within this
framework such authority as may be necessary for the dis-
charge of his responsibilities. |
(2) In war SACLANT will make such operational arrange-
ments with adjacent national and NATO Commanders as may
be necessary for providing each other with mutual support.
(3) The responsibility for logistic support to
national component forces will, in general, remain wlth
the responsible authorities of the nations concerned. The
respongiblility for coordination will, however, rest with

SACLANT, and with his subordinate commanders.

__Q_II\;ISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN SACLANT, OTHER MAJOR COMMANDERS
AND CUSR .

f. The division of responsibility in filelds of mutual Interest
or overlap between SACLANT and SACEUR, SACLANT and CINCHAN, and
SACLANT and CUSR, shall be as mubtually agreed upon by them.

-6 - Enclosure
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DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITY BETWEEN SACLANT AND NATTIONAL TERRITORIAL
COMMANDERS

8. The division of responsibility between SACLANT and the
National Territorial Commanders of the NATO nations shall be as
prescribed in MC 36/1 (FINAL),

ﬂﬁ“BB—TE——fh—ajﬂﬁgg- -7 - Enclosure
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APPENDIX "aA"

1. The boundaries set forth below reflect the current agree-

ments between SACLANT and adjacent NATO commands and CUSR.

2. Wherever the boundary is given as the coastline of a non-
NATO country, the actual boundary will be the limit of national

territorial waters,

3. The boundaries of the Allied Command Atlantic (ACLANT)
are as follows:

‘a. Eastern Limits

(1) The Tropic of Cancer northwards along the West
African Coast to
(2) The Southern Frontier of Morocco; thencé through
the followlng positions:
(a) 10 miles.off Agadir
(b) 10 miles off Cape Ghir
(¢} 10 miles off Cape Sim
(@) 10 miles off Cape Cantin
{(e) 10 miles off Cape Mazagan
(f) 10 miles off E1 Hank Light (Casablanca)
(g) 10 miles off Port Lyautey
(3) thence along the Moroccan coast to
(4) L?ngitude 5°:é§;{w; Thence due North Cz%yb“fz
to the coast of Spain.
(5) Thénce westwards and northwards aloné the
Spaniéh.coaSt to the Southern extremity of the
?ortuguesé - Sbanish frontier;
(6) Thence by way of this frontier to its
nqrthwest extremity;
A7) Thence northwards énd eaétwafdé following the
coast of Spain to Cape Higuer Light;
(8) Thence through positions:

Appendix "A"
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(2) 45° 26* N. - 01° 40' W.
(b) 48° 03t N. - 05° 32! W,
(e) 48° 39" N. - 05° 35! W.
(@) 49° 50* N. ~ 07° 00! W,
(e) 50° 03' N. - 05° 50' W. (3! off Long Ships)

The eastern limit then follows the coastline of Great
Britain, the actual boundary will be the limit of
National territorial waters. However, a fume tional
delineation of responsibilities has been agreed be-
tween SACLANT and the United Kingdom.
The boundary leaves the English coast at:

540 161 N. - 00° 16 ! W.

and passes thence through posltlons:

(f) s5° 00' N. - 01° 00! E.
(g) 55° 00f N. - 06° 39! E.
(h) 57° 51! N. - 06° 39! E.
(1) 58° 24' N. - 05° 26! E.
(1) 59° 14' N. - 04° 327 E.
(k) 61° 02! N. - 04° 08! E.
(1) 62° 00! N. - 04° 11' E.
(m) 65° 4o' N. - 10° 44! E.
(n) 67° 37' N. - 11° 14' E.
(o) 70° 05t N. - 16° 33! E.
(p) 71° 16* N. - 23° 48! E,
(q) T71° 21 N. - 25° 48! E.
(r) '71° 14t N, - 28° 49! E,
(s) 70° 25t N, ~ 31° 50! E.
and to: (t) 70° 00' N. - 31° 00" E.

The Territorial Waters of the Irish Republic and of

Northern Ireland are excluded from ACLANT, In
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respect of the Territorial Waters ofi Northern
Ireland, however, a functional delineation of
responsibiiities has been agreed between SACLANT
and the United Kingdom.

b. Western Limits

The eastern coast of North America north of latitude
180 101" N. There is no geographical boundafy to the coastal
area of ﬁhe Canada - United States Region,-ﬁowever, a deline~
étion of responsibilities has been agreed between SACLANT
and the'CUSRPq.

c. Southern Limits.

(1) The Southern boundary 1s the Tropic of Cancer
extending due West from the coast of West Africa to
position 23° 27! N. - TTO 50" W.; Thence to

(a) CAYO FRANCES Light (22° 39! N. -
79° 14t W.) off the North coast of Cuba;
| (b) Thence along the North coast of Cuba to
Cape SAN ANTONTIO (21° s52' N. - 84° 58! W.);
(c) Thence dueiWest to 85th Meridian;
(d) Thence due South to Latitude 18° 10' N.;
_.(e) Thence due West to a point on the Yucatan

Peninsuia at the Mexico - British Honduras-border: .

(2) There is no adjacent NATO command south of the
Southern; 1imits of the ACLANT Reglon and it may be nec-
essary for NATO forces to conduct operations south of the
Tropic of Cancer but outside of national territorial waters

in the discharge of their NATO responsibilifies.

da. Northern Limits

There is no Northern boundary of ACLANT, since the
_responsibility of SACLANT extends to the North Pole.
b, Charts of the ACIANT Region are at Tabs A and B.
NATS-CONPIDENTIAL - 10 ~ Appendix A
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APPENDIX "B"

The following ligts the subeareas and Island Commands of the
ACLANT Regilon, the natlonallty of each Commander and the location

of each headquarters.

EASTERN ATLANTIC SUR-AREAS

a. Northern Sub-Area {NORLANT) commanded by a United
Kingdom officer, Commander Northern Sub-Area (COMNORLANT),
with headquarters at Pltreavie, Scotland.

b. Central Sub-Area (CENTLANT) commanded by a United
Kingdom officer, Commander Central Sub~Area (COMCENTLANT),
with headquarters at Plymouth, England,

¢. Bay of Biscay Sub-Area (BISCLANT) commanded by a
French officer (COMBISCLANT), with headquarters at Brest,

France.

WESTERN ATLANTIC SUB-AREAS

a. Canadian Atlantic Sub-Area (CANLANT) commanded by
a Canadian officer (COMCANLANT), with headquarters at
Halifax, Nova Scotia,.

b. Ocean Sub-Area (OCEANLANT) commanded by a United
States.officer (COMOCEANLANT ), with headquarters at Norfolk,

Virginia.

IBERIAN ATLANTIC SUB-AREAS

The question of whether IBERLANT, when activated, will be
sub-divided is still under study, Meanwhile, planning for this

area will be conducted as directed'by SACLANT,

CONPIDERTIAT—NATO -~ 12 - Appendix "BY
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ISLAND COMMANDS

a. Island Command Azores - Commanded by a Portuguese
officer (ISCOMAZORES), with headquarters at Ponta Delgada.

b. Island Command Bermuda - Commanded by a United
Kingdom officer (ISCOMBERMUDA), with headgquarters at
Hamilton.

c. Island Command Faeroes ~ Commanded by a Danish
officer (ISCOMFAEROES), with headquarters at Thorshavn.

d. Island Command Greenland - Commanded by a Danish
officer {ISCOMGREENLAND), with headquarters at Gronnedal.

e. Island Command Iceland - Commanded by a United
States officer (ISCOMICELAND), with headquarters at Keflavik.

f. Island Command Madeira (when established) - Commanded
by a Portuguese officer (ISCOMMADEIRA)}, with headquarters at

Funchal,

~CONFEDENEEAE—NATO- .13 - Appendix "B
MC 5o (Revised)
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15 March 1957

CORRIGENDUM NO, 1

to MC 58 (Revised)

1. Holders of MC 58 (Revised) (Revised Terms of Reference
for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic) are requested to replace

page € with the attached page 6.

2. Removed page is to be destroyed by burning or reducing

to pulp.

3. This cover page may be downgraded to RESTRICTED - NATO

when the attached pége has been removed,

FOR THE STANDING GROUP:

\\kb‘%__CEUL;&~£?3:3:f_
W, E, ABBLITT
Lt Coleonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Assistant Secretary
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CORRIGENDUM NO. 2

to MC 58 (Revised)

1. Holders of MC 53 (Revised) {Revised Terms of Reference
for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic) are requested to

replace pages 1 and 2 with the attached pages 1 and 2.

2. Removed pages are to be destroyed by burning or

reducing to pulp.

3. The only effect of this change is to rectify the
wording of the Recommendation in paragraph 3 of page 1. Since
DC 24/2 (FINAL) is a Council paper, only the Council can approve
its supersession.

i. This cover page may be downgraded to UNCLASSIFIED~-NATC

when the attached pages have been removed.

FOR THE STANDING GROUP:

o

R. A. PIGOT

Colonel, Royal Marines
Deputy Secretary
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2l February 1958

CORRIGENDUM NO, 3

to MC 58 (Revised)

1. Holders of MC 58 (Revised) (Revised Terms of Reference
for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic) are requested to

veplace pages 9 and 10 with the attached pages 9 and 10.

2. Removed pages are to be destroyed by burning or

reducing to pulp.

3 This cover page may be downgraded to RESTRICTED-NATO

when the attached pages have been removed.

POR THE STANDING GROUP:

\\;5 ‘%;.(:}sushs;::ﬁxzf“"
W. E. ABBLITT

Lt Colonel, U,S. Marine Corps
Assistant Secretary

WEA :McC g&-

f'\(af“““"”
9 E

Per Authority i;ﬁb;ﬂ*lﬁéwyé
By ..foQuren « Date ,...2, ?//f(/f}

DISTRIBUTION: as for basic paper
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COMITE MILITAIRE DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD

CORRIGENDUM NO, 4

Pages 1
to MC 58 (Revised)

1. Holders of MC 58 (Revised)(Revised Terms of Reference
for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic) are requested to replace

pages 11 through 13 with the attached pages.

2. Removed pages are to be destroyed by burning or reducing

to pulp.

3. This cover page is regraded RESTRICTED-NATC when attached

pages have been removed,

FOR THE MILITARY COMMLITTEE:

) — .

@ LA atAes < /C"/,a.agu..\
MAURICE E, KAISER
Colonel, U.S, Army

Secretary
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COFY NO.

14 March 1060

NORTH ATLANTIC MILITARY COMMITTEE
COMITE MILITAIRE DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD

CORRIGENDLM NO. 5

Pages 1
to MC 58 (Revised)(Final)

1. Holders of MC 58 (Revised)(Final)(Revised Terms of
Reference for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic) are requested

to replace pages 1-6, 12-13 with the attached pages.

2. Removed pages will be destroyed by burning or reducing
to pulp.

3. This cover page is regraded RESTRICTED-NATO when attached

pages have been removed,

FOR THE MILITARY COMMITTEE:

S
\_ﬂ( R AAA A L ;{'-'W‘n

MAURYCE E, KAISER
Colonel, U.S. Army
Secretary
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26 February 1964

CORRIGENDUM NO. 6
“to MC 58 {Revised){Final)

1. Holders of MC 58 (Revised)(Final) (Revised Terms of
Reference for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic) are

requested to replace pages 9-10 with the attached pages.

2. Removed pages are to be destroyed by burning or

reducing to pulp.

3, This cover page 1s regraded NATO RESTRICTED when the
attached pages have been removed.

FOR THE MILITARY COMMITTERE:

rereoeo NATO UNCLASSIFIED

ENCLOSURE (2 page changes) Per Authority J[MKSI@% «13C=9 6
Pages 9-10 of MC 58 (Revised){Final)

..............................

DISTRIBUTION: Same as for baslic paper

—NATO—CONFIDENTIATL -1 - This document conslists of
MC 58 (Revised) (Final)-Corrig. No. 6 three pages
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NORTH ATLANTIC MILITARY COMMITTEE
COMITE MILITAIRE DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD

21 October 196L4

CORRIGENDUM NO, 7

to MC 58 {Revised)(Final)

1. Holders of MC 58 (Revised)(Final) (Revised Termg of
Reference for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic) are re-

quested to replace page 11 wilith the attached page.

2. Removed page 1s to be destroyed by burning or reducing

to pulp.

3. This cover page 1s regraded NATO RESTRICTED when the
attached page has been removed.

FOR THE MILITARY COMMITTEE:

/%//Wm\ B

A, TAVERNA
Brig. General, Italian Army
Acting Secretary

ENCLOSURE (1 page change) REGRADED ... NATDUNCLASS]HED

Page 112 of MC 58 (Revised)(Final)

...........................

DISTRIBUTION: Same as for basic paper

—NARS=SONPIBENT T -~ 1 - This document consists of
MC 58 (Revised)(Final) - Corrig. No. 7 two pages
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NORTH ATLANTIC MILITARY COMMITTEE
COMITE MILITAIRE DE L'ATLANTIQUE NORD

5 July 1966

CORRIGENDUM NO. 8

to MC 58 {Revised)(Final)

1. Consequent upon the agreement of MOD UK in December
1964 to the absorption of the Sea Areas of the Upited Kingdom
Home Station into Adjacent NATO Commands and following discuss-
ions on boundary changes between CINCEASTLANT (on behalf of
SACLANT) CINCHAN and MOD UK in February 1965, SACLANT submitted
a proposed amendment to MC 58.

2. The Military Committee reviewed and agreed this
Amendment (Enclosure 1 hereto) and the Council noted it on
29 June 1966.

3. Holders of MC 58(Revised)(Final) (Revised Terms of
Reference for the Supreme Alllied Commander Atlantic) are re-
quested to replace pages 9-10 with the attached pages and
page 11 by pages 11 and 1lla.

L, Removed pages are to be destroyed by burning or

reducing to pulp. di *
5. This cover page is regraded NATO RESTRICTED when \4é%j"ﬂp

the attached pages have been removed.
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By .CfRP........ Date Q?Zf/;f} Director.

ENCLOSURE (3 Pages change)
Pages 9,10,11 (1 page additional)
page 1lla of MC 58 (Revised)(Final)

DISTRIBUTION: as for basic paper

AT CONFEDENTIAL -]l - Thls document con-
MC 58 (Revised)(Final)—Corrig No.8 sists of five pages
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NORTH ATLANTIC MILITARY COMMITTEE
COMITE MILITAIRE DE L'ATLA‘NTIQUE NORD
10 January 1968

CORRIGENDUM NO. 9 to
MC 58 {(Revised)(Final). 12 July 1957

Holders of MC 58 (Revised)(Final) are requested to make
the following pen and ink ohanges:
Appendix A, para 3a(L) for "Longitude 5° 26'
West" read "Longitude 5° 55' West."
FOR THE MILITARY COMMITTEE:

R4

EZIO PISTOTTI
Lieutenant General, Itallan Army
Director, International Military Staff

ssmoeo . NATO UNCLASSIFIED.
Per Authority 1&15.}.\1*135&?6

COoPY TO: Same as fob basic document
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SOMTIE MILIY AIRE OB LPATLANTIQUE INCRD

CORRIGENDUM 30, 10 %0
MC 58 (Revised)(Pinoi) 12 July 195

i~

Revised Terms of Reference for the Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic

i

1. Holders of }¥C 55 (Revised)(#inal) are reyuested 1o

downgrade Corrigendum ¥o. 9 dated 10 Januvery, 10686, to NATO

CONFIDENTIAL.

FOR THE MILITARY COMMITTEE:

e

TS, HANCOCK
Brigadler, U.K. Army o B .
for Dirvector, International [Iilitory stafd

Distribution: Same as for basic document.
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CONFIDENTIAL—= NATO
MC 58 (Revised)

CoPY NO.

6 March 1957

Pages 1 - 13, incl.

REPORT BY THE STANDING GROUP
to the
MILITARY COMMITTEE
on
REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUPREME
ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC
References: a. DC 24/2 (FINAL)

INTRODUCTION

i. At its Fourteenth Session, the North Atléntic Military
Committee approved MC 57 (FINAL) and directed the Standing Group
to re-examine the Terms of Reference of the Supreme Allied Commander
Atlantic (SACLANT), to bring them into conformance with MC 57
(FINAL). 'The Standing Group's report on the revised terms of

reference ig at Enclosure, Yoo _
. - . /J

2. It should be noted that the arrangements for the IBERLANT

Command have not yet been finalized.

RECOMMENDATION

3. The Standing Group recommends that the Military Committee
approve SACLANT's revised terms of reference in supersession of

DC 24/2 (FINAL) and MC 22/10 (FINAL).

o
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* ENCLOSURE
REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE
SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER ATTANTIC

COMMANDER
1. A Supreme Allied Commander Atlantie (SACLANT) is hereby

deéignated. He shall be a United States naval officer with a United
Kihgdom deputy, His command shall be established in a Supreme'Head—?
quarters at Norfolk, Virginia. SACLANT shall have an integrated
staff composed of officers from.all nations which have forces or
facilities earmarked for assignment to his command, These natiqns

will have nabional liailson representzbives accredited to

SACLANT,

REGION OF COMMAND
2. The boundaries of the Allied Command Atlantic (ACLANT) are

at Appendix "A",

ORGANIZATION OF COMMAND
3. The Allied Command Atlantic (ACLANT) region shall be

divided into three ocean areas and Continental Portugal:

a., The Eastern Atlantic Area (EASTLANT), commanded
Jointly by United Kingdom officers, Commander-in-Chief
Eastern Atlantic Area (CINCEASTLANT) and Air Commander-in-Chief
Eastern Atlantic Area (CINCAIREASTLANT), collective short title
JOINT CINCEASTLANT, with headquarters at Northwood, England.

b, The Western Atlantic Area (WgSTLANT), comnanded
by a United States officer, Commander-in-Chief Western Atlantic
Area (CINCWESTLANT), with headguarters at Norfolk, Virginia,

c. The Iberian Atlantic Area (IBERLANT),* commanded by a
United States officer, Commander-in-Chief Iberian Atlantic Area
(CINCIBERLANT), with headquarters at Lisbon, Portugal.,

Fnot yet estavblished,

CONPIBENZTAET—NATO -2 - Enclosure
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6 March 1957

Pages 1 - 13, 1aRe

ORT BY THE STANDING GROUP

R
to the
MILITAR? COMMITTEE
an
REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUPREME
ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC

References: a. DC 24/2 (FINAL)
, FEMC 20/10 (FINAL)

)

1. At its FourteenthdSeésion, the North Atlantic Military
Committee approved MC 57 (FINAL) and directed the Standing Group
to re-éxamine the Terms of Reference of the Supreme Allied Commander
Atlantic (SACLANT), to bring them into conformance with MC 57 (FINAL).
The Standing Group's report on the revised terms of reference is

at Enclosure.

2. It should be noted that. the
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rdangements for the IBERLANT

RECOMMENDATION

3. The Standing Group recommends that the Military
Committee:
a. Approve SACLANT's revised terms of reference in
supersession of DC 24/2 (FINAL) and MC 22/10 (FINAL).
b. Forward this report to the North Atlantic Council

for ite information and approval of the supersession of

DC 24/2 (FINAL).

DISTRIBUTION: A, B, C, D, F, G. ”i“ﬁﬁﬁi;tﬁ
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CONETDENTIAL— NATO-

NN ENCLOSURE
REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE
SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER ATLANTIC

COMMANDER

1, A Supreme Allied Commander Atlantic {SACLANT) is hereby
designated, He shall be a United States naval officer with a United
Kingdom deputy. His command shall be established in a Supreme Head-
quarters at Norfolk, Virginia., SACLANT shall have an integrated
staff ddmpqsed of officers from all nations which have forces or
facilities earmarked for assign@éﬁ% to.-his command, These nations
will have national liaiséﬁxfeﬁrégéﬁ%atives accredited to

A
SACLANT, s

REGION OF COMMAND
2, The boundaries of the Allied Command Atlantic (ACLANT) are

at Appendix "“A",

ORGANIZATION OF COMMAND

3. The Allied Command Atlantic (ACLANT) region shall be

divided into tThree ocean areas and

ST E N :
Continental Portugal:

3 \
W ety Y
N i\

fi A : -
a., The Eastern Atlantig "EASTLANT), commanded

~,
e
p:

ﬁ\‘lt \\‘\’ ’

jointly by United Kingdom of f¥#88rs, Commander-in-Chief
Eastern Atlantic Area {CINCEASTLANT) and Air Commander-in-Chief
Eastern Atlantic Area (CINCATREASTLANT), collective short title
JOINT CINCEASTLANT, with headguarters at Northwood, England.

b. The Western Atlantic Area (WESTLANT), commanded
by a United States officer, Commander-in-Chief Western Atlantic
Area {CINCWESTLANT), with headquarters at Norfolk, Virginia,

¢, The Iberian Atlantic Area (IBERLANT),* commanded by a

United States officer, Commander-in-Chief Ibefan Atlantic Area

(CINCIBERLANT), with headquarters at gal,
*not yet established,
CONFIPENERAL—NATO - 2 AL AT Enclosure
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d. Continer%é :

ﬁ?%g%tﬁ%al, although affiliated with ACLANT,

;he Interior. The Commander Continen~

\ T

is regarded as’a&

tal Portugal is responsible to his national authorilities for its
defense and is not, therefore a suborinate of SACLANT He
does, however, have the responsibility for the 000rdination of

his national plans with the overall NATO plans of SACLANT for

the adjacent ocean area.

4, The ocean areas will be further subdivided into sub

areas and islands with commanders for each as set forth at Appendix

HBH .

5. The terms of reféréhce omESACLANT's subordinate commanders
NS

b
shall be as prescribed by §ACLANT

POWERS OF SUPREME COMMANDER

6, The powers of SACLANT are as follows:
a., In war

(1) SACLANT in war will exercise the powers of a
Supreme Commander, These powers may be defined in greater
detall by the North Atlantie Council after oonsultation with
the Military Committee, .}xn“J‘“”

{2) SACIANT will be responsible to the Standing Group
for the overall direction and conduct of wartime operations
within his region, He will also be directly responsible to
the Standing Group.for the general formulation and dis-
semination of policy; the assigoment . of forces, missions

and operational areas to his subordinate commanders;

and for the development of operational plans,  He will,

consistent with his other responsihilities, support the
f."\\("\:

operations of the Supremeﬁéllied Coémander Europe, the
Allied Commanders~in-~Chief Channel and the Commanders

responsible for the defenses of Canada - United States region,

Enclosure

COMPIDENTIAL—~—NATO"
MC 58 (Revised)




b, In peace.

{1) Omne of &he functlons of SACLANT in peacetime
is to ensure tkﬁ% the NATQ forces which will e made
available by nationg for the defense of the ACLANT reglon
will e orggnized,'equipped; trained and reagy to operate
together to implement his war plans and %hat their support
will be provided for, - Since his peacetime functions
are in effect a prelude to his wartime responsibility
for the defense of his region of command, his peace-
time responsibilities shall inelude:

{a} The davelopment of plans and the prepara-
tions necesaary for the execution of his assigned
wartime missions,, e

{b) The organization for and conduct of
‘international combined training of the forces ear.-

- marked for assignment to his operational command in
wartime, which the natlons are willing to place under
his operational control for treining in peacetime.

(c) Infoming. national authorities of his
wartime operational and 1ogistic requiraments for
the forces earmarked fer assignment to him,

(@)  The cd i matfon of his planning with that

._‘. i

of other NATO and_national territorlael commanders,
and cooperation with them in the accomplishment of
their miéaions.
| {e) Naking'recommendations to the Standing
Group and to natidnal auvthorities on the noticé -
at which forces'should be held in readineés'to
reach their war stations, based on current intelligence.

Similarly, he should make recommsndations on 1nfra-

structure, training 8

and such other milit

CONFEIDENPEAL—NATD- -4 Enclosure
MC 58 (Revised) y
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{(f) Proposing to the Standing Group any changes
in planning and command organizations which he con-
siders desirable, . |

(g) The establishment of an efficient organi-
zatlon which will be the nucleus for expansion in war
‘for the control of hid r@gion of command

_(2) To execute the péacétime functions detailed above
SACLANT shall have authority:

(a) mo coordinate international combined
training_of_forces“whiCh1arehearmarked for assign-
ment to himuin war,'so asjto ensure that-the forces
of different nations can operate together effectively
in carryling out assigned tasks.

(b) Under arrangements agreeable to the
national military authorities“concerned, to conduct'
international combined exercises of such forces as
may bhe made_available? in order to lmprove the state
of training and to determine the efficiency of forces
which are earmarked for assignment %o his operational
command in war, or to direct that such exercises be
carried out,

() To'cail for reports based on inspections
to be carried out by national authorities concerned
on the state of readiness of the forces earmarked for

J}\)’f'; - ".
'ional command on the outbreak

assighment to hl~3.

of War, but not'under his_operational control in
peacetime. Should thererbe'anj.shortcomings_in
theselearmarked forces, the shortcomings.should be
reported by him to the national authorities with in-<

formation to the Standing Group.

rﬁﬁka

CONETITRENTTAT

0 56 (rovisea) i\fATQ UNGLASStﬂEﬁ“
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(d) To communicate with National Chiefs of
Staff and with their respective Defense Ministers and

Heads of Governme % 0

facilitate the acc?ff‘zggjfﬁ
(e) To make recomﬁen;;
| Chiefs of Staff on the notice at which forces should
be held in readiness to reach their war stations,
based on current 1nte¢¢igenqe, and on logistic. and
administrative matters:éffecéing the efficiency or
readiness of these forces,
c. General
(l)' SACLANT shall have operational control in peace-
time, and operational command in war, of those land, air
and naval forces which may specifically be essigned to him,
and may delegate within this'framework such authority as
may be necessary for the discharge of his responsibilities.
(2) In war SACLANT wi&l make such operational arrange-
ments with_adjacent national and NATO Commanders as may
be necessary for providing each other with mutual support.
(3) 'The responsibility for logistic support to.

?Tﬁ\ﬂﬁ%
national component forces wil; 1| & g@heral remain with

ri'

[_,
Lhe| _@yions concerned, The

responsibility for coordination will, however, rest with

the responsible authorities Eﬁ‘

SACLANT, and with his subordinate commanders,

DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN SACLANT, OTHER MAJOR COMMANDERS
AND CUSR S e

7. The division of-responsibiiiﬁy*inwfields of mutual interest
or overlap between SACLANT and SACEUR, SACLANT and the Allied
Commanders~in-Chief Channel, and SACLANT and CUSR, shall be as

mufually agreed upen by them.

commmmn o NATO UNCLASSIFIED. e

MC 58 {(Revised)
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siders desirable,

(g) The establishment of an efficient organi-
zation which will be the nucleus for expansion in war
for the control of his region of command,

.(2) To execute the peacetime functlons detailed above
SACLANT shall have authority:

(a) ‘To coordinate international combined

training of forc?s“which‘are earmarked for assign—

A \

ment to him in %ar,,soiegjto ensure. that the forces
of different nat}ons’can operate together effectively
in carrying out assigned tasks,

(b) Under arrangements agreeable to the
national military suthorities concerned,lto conduct
international combined exercises of such forces as

may be made avajlable, in order to improve the statbe

of“training and to determine the efficiency of forces

carried out. N

| (¢) To call forﬂreports based on inspections

to be_carried out by national authorities concerned
on the state of readiness of the forces earmarked for
assignment to his operational command.on the ootbreak
of war, but not under his operational control in
neacet?me. Should there be any shortcomings in
these.earmarked forces, the shortcomings should be
reported by him to the national authorities with in-

formation to the Standiog Group.

e .\__

e
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(d) To communicate with National Chiefs of
Staff and with their respective Defense Ministers and
Heads of Government directly, as necessary, to_facilitate
the aacompiishment of his mission, _
(e} To make recommendations direct to National
Chiefs of Staff on the noftice at which forces should
be heid in readiness to reach their war stations,
based on cufrent intelligence, and on logistic and
administrative matters affecting the efficiency or
- readiness of thesa_fo:gea:
c. General r%;: : _. _‘
{1) SacLaNT shalimhaﬁeioperationai_control in peaceQ
time, and opérational command in ﬁar, of those land, air
and naval_forces whichlmay speéifically be_asaigned,to him
which includes authority to establish such functional Task
Forces as he deems necessary, and may delegate within thisi
framework such authoritylas may be necessary for the dis-
charge of his.responsibilities.
(2) In war SACLANT will make such operational arrange-
ments with adjacent national and NATO>CPmmanders as may
be necessary for providing each othetlafth mutual support.
(3) The responsibility for logistic support to
national component forgas will, in ganeral,lramain_with
the responsibie authoritias of the nations concerned, The
résponsibility for coordination will, however, rest with

SACLANT, and with his subordinate commanders,

DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN SACLANT, OTHER MAJOR ‘COMMANDERS

7.

AND CUSR

The division of responsibility in fields of mutual interest

or overlap between SACLANT and SACEUR, SACLANT and thé Allied

Cormmanders-in-Chief Channel; and SACLANT and CUSR”niﬁall be as

mutually agreed upon by them, “?ﬁfa
.o : ' %) 3

<

i\
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~ 017 4ot W
' N. - 05 oot W,

position .fgi N - 059 351 y

{9) :J} positions:

- 07° oot .

11° 30! W.

¥

12° 00 W.

(£) 59° 00! M. - 09° 00! W.

]

Thence 065 to UNST Light (Northern p01nt of
Shetland Islands)a R
(10) Thence thiqﬁﬁélbifmtionsf
(g) 55° oo N?}- 01° oot
(h)l55° 00! N, - O7° 38¢
(1) 55° .
(3) 57°
() 58°
(1) 59°
(m) 61°
(n) 62°

07° 10!
08° 10!
05° 26*
olC 3o
5 - o8O o8
' :0h9i11'

LA L e

E
B

E

E

E

B

E

E

(o) 650 L2 n. - 10° 4t E.
E

E

E

E

E

E

E

(p) 67° 37" N. - 11° 14

(@) 70° o5t . - 16° 33!

(¢) 71° 16! N, -'23°'ﬂ8'

(s) 71° 21t WT - 25° 48t

(5) 71° 14 W, - 28° 49t

(u) 70° o5t N - 31°'5o*'

and ﬁo(v) Op'ﬁﬁf-;-3i° 00!
p. Western LimitqtilaézJ:fﬁﬁ

The eastefn éoast of North Amerlca north of latitude

18° 10! N. There is no geographlcal voundary to the coastal

Appendix “AY

AATO UNCLASSIFIED
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area of the Canadé -~ United States Region, however, a delinea-
tion of responsibilities has been agreed between SACLANT

and the CUSRPG.

¢. Southern

(1) The S;ﬁﬁ“Vfé boundary is the Tropic of Cancer
extending due West from the coast of West Africa
to position 23° 271 N - 77° 50! W.; Thence to
(a) CAYO FRANCES Light (22° 39! N, - 79° 14'W.)
of f the North coast of Cuba;
(b) Thence along the North coast of Cuba to
Cape SAN ANTON B 52t N. - 84O 53¢ W.);
@ ﬁg%»‘est to 85th Meridian;

.(c) T%%k

)%ﬁ% B: A
() Thené‘ﬁ\%uuw

e South to Latitude 18° 10! N.;
(e) Thence due West to a point on the
Yucatan Peninsﬁla at the Mexico - British
Honduras border.
(2} There is no adjacent NATO command south of
the Southern limits of the ACLANT Region and it may

be necessary for NATO forces to conduct opera~

tions south of thel; T d 8 Cancer but outside of

. l: A
+ {, A

103

iﬁ‘ i
national territoriéh1ﬁ tgksiin the discharge of their
KATO respon31b111t1es.

d. Northern Limits

There is no Northern boundary of ACLANT, since the

responsibility of SACLANT extends to the North Pole.

L, A chart of the ACLANT Region is at Tab "A".

CONFIDENIFAT——NATO- - 10 =~ Appendix "a"

C MO UNCLASSIFED
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(a) 45° 261 N. - 01° Lot w.

,?
Y/

<€

(b) 48° 03t N. - 05° 321 .
position : 48° 391 W - 050 351 W
(9) Thence through positions:
{c) )4'90 50" N, - O'fo 00! W,
(d) 50° 300 N. - 11° 30' W.
(e) 53° OO’\N.W 12 HO0 W . *
(£) 59° oot W - 0&° oo"wi':
Thence 065° to UNST Light (Northern point of
Shetland Islands); v’
(10) Thence thfough positions:
(8) 55° 0ot N. - 01° oo E.
(h) 55° oot N. -~ O7° 38t £
) 55° 36t N. - O7° 10t E. -
) 57° 08t N, - 08° 10' E./
) 589 24 N
(1) 59%
)
)
)
)

. - 080 26! E. ¢

610&,3
62°
65°
670

(@) 70° 05' N. - 16° 33! E.
{r) 71° 16* N. - 23° 48' E. ™
() 71° 21! N. - 25° 48* ET~
(6) 71° 14 N, - 28° 49t E.

(u) 70° 25% N.  g¥®*50' E.
D Do 2
and to(v) 70° @égﬁa §§‘°“ 0! E
y D Q@gﬁg
b. Western Limi¥

The eastern coast of North America north of latitude

13° 10! N. There is no geographical boundary to the coastal

L ¥y v

Appendix "M
1iC 55 (Rev1sed)

(Page reVstd by Corrig. ¥o. 3, 21 Feb 58)
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area of the Canada - United States Region, however, a delinea-

tion of pesponsibilities has been agreed between SACLANT
. T g

L

and the CUSRPG. e
¢. Southern leifs ]

ﬁa‘/

(1) The Souther%'boundary is the Tropic of Cancer

extending due West fer the coast of West Africa
to position 23° 27;N - 77° 50" W.; Thence to
(a) CAYO FRANCES Light (22° 39! N. ; 79° 1419 ,)
of f the North coast ¢f Cuba;
(b) Thence along the North coast of Cuba to
Cape SAN ANTONIO (21° 52! N. - 849 58' W.);
(c) Thence d@ujWest to 85th Meridian;

(d) Thence due.vouth to Latitude 18° 10! N.;

o

(¢) Thence dvi th to a point on the

(e ]

Yucatan Peninsula aﬁﬁ@ﬁé'ﬂexico - British

Honduras border.

(2) There is no adjé;;ht NATO command south of
the Southern limits of the ACLANT Region and it may
be necessary for NATO forces to conduct opera~
tions south of the Tropic of Cancer but outside of
national territorial waters in the discharge of their
FEATO responsibilities.

d. WNorfthern Limits

There 1s no Northern boundary of ACLANYT, since the

responsibility of SACLANT extends to the North Pole.

&, A chart of the ACLANT Regicn is at Tab "A".
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.N‘

- 0°

- 050

4o' W.

320 W,

42° 391 N - 050 351 y.

(9) Thence through positions:

(c)

1g° 501

NI

1

1

09°

00" W,

Thence 065 to UNST Light (Northern point of

Shetland Islands);

(10) Thence through positions:

(g)
(n)
(1)
(J3)
()
(1)
(m)
(n) &
(o)
(p)
(a)
()
(s)
()

and to (u)

b: Western Li

'55° Q0!

55° 00!
57° 51!
580 241
59° 141

61° 02!

mits

N.
N.

L4

- 010
- 06°
. 06°
- 05°
-!ouo
oo
Q 04° 1
~ 1060
- 11°
- 16°
_ 23°
25°

- 28°
O

- 31
- 31

o

;'The'eastern coast of North

OO' E.
39" E.
39' E.
26' E.
321 E.
08' E.
11T B
wy E,
R
33" E.
48 E.
48Y .
491 E.
50" B
00! E.

America north of latiltude

18° 10' "W. . There is no geographical boundary to the coastal

R

. -_'\":- | "’;‘- '
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area of the Canada - United States Reglon, hoﬁever, a delinea-
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tion Ow%ﬁagﬁbﬂrjbilltles has been agneod,betw%en SACLANT

¢. Southern Limits

(1) The Southern boundary is the Tropic of Cancer

- 79° 144, )

of f the North coast of Cuba;
(b) Thence along the North coast of Cuba %to

Cape SAN ANTONIO (21© 52! N, - 840 531 y.,);

{(¢) Thence due

(@) Thenoe due South to Latitude'laﬁ}lo' N.;

RET

West to a point on the

the Mexico - British

Honduras border

(2) There is no adjacent NATO command south of
the Southern limits of the ACLANT Region and it may
be necessary for NATO forces to conduct opera-
tiong south of the Tropic of Cancer but outside of
national territorial waters in the discharge of their

ATO fesponsibilities
a. Northern Limits . | 71\\

There 1s no Nortpern boundary of ACLANT, zsmﬁée the

responsibility of SACLANT extends to the North Pole.

L', A chart of the ACLANT Region is at Tab "A".
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The following lists the sub-areas and Island Commands of the
ACLANT Region, the nationallity of each Commander and the location

of each headquarters,

EASTERN ATLANTIC SUB-AREAS

a, Northern Sub-Area (NORLANT) -~ Jointly commanded by

United Kingdom officers,B Northern Sub-area,

(COMNORLANT) and Air Comginfidil §dkthern Sub-area (COMAIRNOR-
LANT), collective short title beNTCOMNoRLANT, with headquarters
at Pltreavie, Scotland,

k. Central Sub;areé (CENTLANT) - Jointly commanded by
United Kingdom officers, Commander Central Sub-area (COM-
CENTLANT) and Air Commandér Central Sub-area (COMAIRCENTLANT),
collective short title JOINTCOMCENTLANT, with headquarters at
Plymouth, England,

c. Bay of Biscay Sub-area (BISCLANT) - Commanded by a
French officer (COMBISCLANT ¥ sy @ headquarters at Brest, Prance.

a. Canadian Atlantic Sub-area (CANLANT) - Commanded by
a Canadian officer (COMCANLANT), with headquarters at Halifax,
Nova Scotla. | |
b. U,S. Atlantic Sub-area (USLANT) - Commanded by a |
United States officer (COMUSLANT), with headquarters at New
York, N.Y,

c. Ocean Sub-area (OCEALENFY H-fcommanded by & United

i b
L oo

States officer (COMOCEANLANT)Y 5Téadquar%ers at Norfolk,

Virginia.

IBERIAN ATLANTIC SUB-AREAS

The question of whether IBERLANT, when activated, will be
sub=divided is still under study. Meanwhile, planning for this
area will be conducted as directed by SACLANT.

CONFEDENEEAL——~NATO- - 12 - Appendix YBY
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ae Ilsland'Command Azores ~ Commanded by a Portuguese
Officer (ISCOMAZORES), with headquarters at Penta Delgada,

. Island Command Bermuda - Commanded by 2 United
Kingdom officer (ISCOMBERMUDA), with headquarters at Hamilton.

¢+ Island Command Faeroes - Commanded by a Danish
of f fTer - (ISCOMFAEROES), with headquarters at Thorshavn.

d. Island Command Greenland -« Commanded by a Danish

officer (ISCOMGBEENLAN%' i ‘{‘ "headquarters at Gronnedal.

. 8+ Island Commang ﬁ~ Commanded by a United

é*%g

States officer-{ISCGMICELAND), with headquarters at Keflavik,
. 1Island Command Madeira (when established) - Commanded

" by a Portuguese officer{ ISCOMMADEIRAY, with headquarters et

Funchal.
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The fol@%%éﬁ%&lm\%s the sub-areas and Island Commands of the

ACLANT Reglon, ﬁﬁ@&ﬁ% ionality of each Commander and the location

of each headquarters

EASTERN ATLANTIC SUB~AREAS

a. Northern Sub-Area (NORLANT) - Jointly commanded by
United Kingdom officers, Commander Northern Sub~area,

( COMNORLANT) and Air Commander Northern Sub-area (COMAIRNOR-

LANT), collective short. title JOINTCOMNORLANT, with headquarters

ETsh
at Pitreavie, SSGﬂiandL'ﬁ.

oy

LA
b. Central Sub—area (CENTLANT) - Jointly commanded by

United Kingdom officers, Commander Central Sub-area (COM-
CENTLANT) and Air Commander Central Sub-area (COMATIRCENTLANT),
collective short title JOINTCOMCENTLANT, with headquarters at
Plymouth, England,

c. Bay of Biscay Sub-area (BISCLANT)} - Commanded by a

French officer (COMBISCLANT), with headquarters at Brest, France,

WESTERN ATLANTIciSUB-AREAs

a. Canadian Atlantlc Submarea (CANLANT) - Commanded by
a Canadian officer (COMCANLANT), with headguarters at Halifax,

Nova Scotila.

b. Ocean Sub-area (OCEANLANT) - Commanded by a United
States officer (COMOCEANLANT), with headquarters at Norfolk,

Virginia,

IBERIAN ATLANTIC SUB~AREAS

The guestlion of whether IBERLANT, when acciVated, will be
sub-divided is still under study. Meanwhile, planning for this

area will be conducted as directed by S&CLANT
e\ C\

TN
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©~ ISLAND COMMANDS

a. Island Command Azores - Commanded by a Poruvuguese
officer (IscoMﬁgggﬁs), with headquarters at Ponta Delgads.
b. Island agmmand Bermuda - Commanded by a United
Kingdom officer (ISCOMBERMUDA), with headquarters at Hamilton,

¢. Island Command Faertes - Commanded by a Danish
officer (ISCOMFAERCES), with heédquarters at Thorshavn,

d. Island Command Greenland - Commanded by a Danish
officer (ISCOMGREENLAND), with headquarters at Gronnedal,

e. Island Commaﬁdiiééiand - Commanded by a United
States officer (iéﬁé@%éﬁ;ﬁﬁb), with headquarters at Keflavik,

f, Island Commé%&ﬁﬁadeira (when established) - Commanded
by a Portuguese officer (ISCOMMADEIRA), with headquarters at

Funchal,
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