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Strange Closes Gap but Moore Still leads by Double Digits for GOP US Senate Nomination
in Alabama. Jones Loses Ground in General Election.

A new Emerson College Poll of Alabama finds that over the past two weeks, incumbent Senator
Luther Strange has gained ground in his battle with challenger Roy Moore just two days before
the September 26 runoff. Moore still leads Strange 50% to 40%, but the gap has narrowed.
Strange trailed Moore by 14 points two weeks ago in Emerson’s previous Alabama poll. Listen

to the podcast here.

President Trump’s ardent support of Luther Strange in the recent weeks is the likely cause of the
gap closing. Voters in Alabama give President Trump a 61% favorable opinion and 32%
unfavorable opinion, but of likely GOP Alabama primary voters, Trump’s popularity soars to
80% favorable. However, even among Trump’s supporters, Moore has razor-thin lead 49%-47%,
a significant improvement for Strange since the last Emerson poll, in which Moore led among
Trump supporters 51% to 32%.

Supporters of Republican Congressman Mo Brooks, who won 20% of the vote in the GOP
primary in August, are backing Moore, 67% as compared to 21% for Strange. This surge in
support for Moore by Brooks’ voters (two weeks ago, the group was split fairly evenly) is
probably a product of Brooks’ endorsement of Moore, which was concurrent with Trump’s vocal
support and endorsement of Strange. Further evidence of the strength of Brooks’ endorsement is
evident in his 5™ Congressional District, breaking for Moore 69% to 22%.

Neither of the Republican candidates for Senate fare as well with Alabama voters as the
President. Roy Moore is underwater with a 43% approval rating and 46% disapproval; Luther
Strange has a 33% approval and 52% disapproval among those polled. Democratic candidate
Doug Jones, the opponent of the GOP winner in the Dec. 12 General Election has a 27%
approval and 26% disapproval among voters, although, 33% of voters have no opinion of the
former U.S. Attorney; 14% have never even heard of Jones. .

Jones has lost ground in the general election matchup since Emerson’s last poll. Moore leads
Jones in a hypothetical match-up 52% to 30%, with the rest undecided. Jones fares better against
Strange. The GOP incumbent Senator leads Jones in a hypothetical match-up 49% to 36%. Two
weeks ago, Jones was in a statistical tie with both Republicans. The widening lead for both the
GOP candidates possibly reflects the party slowly unifying behind the two Republican rivals. In
the last poll, each GOP candidate received roughly a third of each other’s support in a general
election match up against Democratic Jones. In this poll each of the GOP candidates receive
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close to half of the supporters of their GOP rival in the Dec. election matchup. If the party
continues to unify, the path to victory will be difficult for Jones.

Methodology

The Emerson College Polling Society, under the supervision of Professor Spencer Kimball
presents these findings based on a poll of Likely Voters in Alabama, for the Republican Special
Runoff Election on September 26, 2017 and of all registered voters for the December 12 Special
General Election. All respondents interviewed in this study were part of a fully representative
sample using an area probabilistic sample of registered voters from Aristotle International. The
overall sample size was N = 519 with a margin of error of +/- 4.3 percentage points in 19 of 20
cases. In the Republican Primary the sample was n= 366 with a MOE of +/- 5.1 percentage
points. It is important to remember that subsets based on gender, age, congressional district and
party breakdowns carry with them higher margins of error, as the sample size is reduced. Data
was collected using an Interactive Voice Response (IVR) system of landlines only and was
conducted September 21-23, 2017. This survey uses statistical weighting procedures to account
for deviations in the survey sample from known population characteristics, which helps correct
for differential survey participation and random variation in samples. The overall adult sample is
weighted to recent Census and voting behavior data using a sample balancing procedure to match
the demographic makeup with age and gender. Margins of sampling error for this survey are not
adjusted for design effect.

Emerson College Polling Weekly is the official podcast for the Emerson College poll. The
podcast is available on iTunes, Stitcher and the CLNS Media Mobile App.

Visit our website at http://www.emersoncollegepollingsociety.com.

Follow us on Twitter @EmersonPolling.
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Survey Instrument

1. To start, can you please tell me your gender?
Press 1 for male

Press 2 for female

2. Are you currently registered to vote? If yes, do you consider yourself a member of a political
party?

Press 1 for Democrat

Press 2 for Republican

Press 3 for Independent or other

Press 4 if you are not registered to vote

Great! | will now read you a list of names, and for each name, I'd like you to tell me if your
opinion of that person is generally favorable or generally unfavorable. If you are neutral or have
no opinion, or if you have never heard of someone, just tell me that.

3. First take Donald Trump. Is your opinion of Donald Trump generally favorable or generally
unfavorable?

Press 1 for favorable

Press 2 for unfavorable

Press 3 for neutral or no opinion

Press 4 if you have never heard of this person

4. What about Luther Strange? Is your opinion of Luther Strange generally favorable or
generally unfavorable?

Press 1 for favorable

Press 2 for unfavorable

Press 3 for neutral or no opinion

Press 4 if you have never heard of this person

5. Next take Roy Moore. Is your opinion of Roy Moore generally favorable or generally
unfavorable?

Press 1 for favorable

Press 2 for unfavorable

Press 3 for neutral or no opinion

Press 4 if you have never heard of this person

6. Finally, what about Doug Jones? Is your opinion of Doug Jones generally favorable or
generally unfavorable?

Press 1 for favorable

Press 2 for unfavorable

Press 3 for neutral or no opinion

Press 4 if you have never heard of this person



7. How likely are you to vote in next week’s Republican runoff election for U.S. Senate?
Press 1 if you have already voted or are very likely to vote

Press 2 if you are somewhat likely to vote

Press 3 if you are 50-50 (go to 12)

Press 4 if you are not likely to vote (go to 12)

8. If the Republican runoff election for U.S. Senate between Roy Moore and Luther Strange
were held today, for whom would you vote or lean towards voting?

Press 1 for Roy Moore

Press 2 for Luther Strange

Press 3 if you are unsure

9. Over the past two weeks, have you changed your mind on who you will vote for or are you
still supporting the same candidate?

Press 1 if you have changed your mind

Press 2 if you are still supporting the same candidate

Press 3 if you are unsure

10. If the candidate you vote for does not win the runoff election, will you support the winner in
the general election?

Press 1 for yes

Press 2 for no

Press 3 if you will support a different candidate instead

Press 4 if you are unsure

11. For whom did you vote in last month’s Republican primary for U.S. Senate?
Press 1 for Mo Brooks

Press 2 for Roy Moore

Press 3 for Luther Strange

Press 4 for someone else

Press 5 if you did not vote

12. How likely are you to vote in the special general election for U.S. Senate in December?
Press 1 if you are very likely to vote

Press 2 if you are somewhat likely to vote

Press 3 if you are 50-50

Press 4 if you are not likely to vote

13. If the special election for U.S. Senate were held today and the candidates were Republican
Luther Strange and Democrat Doug Jones, for whom would you vote or lean towards voting?
Press 1 for Luther Strange

Press 2 for Doug Jones

Press 3 if you are unsure



14. If the special election for U.S. Senate were held today and the candidates were Republican
Roy Moore and Democrat Doug Jones, for whom would you vote or lean towards voting?
Press 1 for Roy Moore

Press 2 for Doug Jones

Press 3 if you are unsure

15. For statistical purposes only, can you please tell me your ethnicity?
Press 1 for White or caucasian

Press 2 for Black or African American

Press 3 for Hispanic or Latino

Press 4 for Asian American

Press 5 for other or multiple races

16. What is your age range?
Press 1 for 18-34 years
Press 2 for 35-54 years
Press 3 for 55-74 years
Press 4 for 75 or more years

17. Region

Thank you for participating in our survey. Have a great day.



