
CHEVROLET IMPALA SS
Vehicle type: front-engine, front-wheel-drive, 5-passenger, 
4-door sedan

Price as tested: $29,230

Price and option breakdown: base Chevrolet Impala SS 
(includes $660 freight), $26,990; leather interior with heated, 
power front seats, $1125; Bose premium sound system, $495; 
XM-satellite-radio capability, $325; 18-inch polished aluminum 
wheels, $295

Major standard accessories: power windows, seats, and 
locks; remote locking; A/C; cruise control; tilting steering wheel; 
rear defroster

Sound system: Bose AM-FM-satellite radio/CD changer, 8 
speakers

ENGINE
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . V-8, aluminum block and heads
Bore x stroke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.78 x 3.62 in, 96.0 x 92.0mm
Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .325 cu in, 5327cc
Compression ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0:1
Fuel-delivery system . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . port injection 
Valve gear . . . . . . . pushrods, 2 valves per cylinder, hydraulic lifters
Power (SAE net)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 303 bhp @ 5600 rpm
Torque (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323 lb-ft @ 4400 rpm
Redline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6000 rpm

DRIVETRAIN
Transmission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-speed automatic
Final-drive ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.29:1
Gear Ratio Mph/1000 rpm Max test speed
I 2.92 8.2 49 mph (6000 rpm)
II 1.56 15.3 92 mph (6000 rpm)
III 1.00 23.8 143 mph (6000 rpm)
IV 0.70 34.0 154 mph (4500 rpm)

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .110.5 in
Track, front/rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62.4/61.5 in
Length/width/height . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.4/72.9/58.5 in
Ground clearance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.1 in
Drag area, Cd (0.33) x frontal area (26.5 sq ft, est) . . . . . . . 8.7 sq ft
Curb weight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3764 lb
Weight distribution, F/R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.5/38.5%
Curb weight per horsepower . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.4 lb
Fuel capacity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17.5 gal

CHASSIS⁄BODY
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . unit construction
Body material. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . welded steel stampings

INTERIOR
SAE volume, front seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 cu ft

rear seat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 cu ft
luggage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 cu ft

Front-seat adjustments  . . . . . . fore-and-aft, seatback angle, front 
height, rear height; driver only: lumbar support

Restraint systems, front  . . . . . . . . manual 3-point belts, driver and 
passenger front and curtain airbags

rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .manual 3-point belts, curtain airbags

SUSPENSION
Front . . . . . . . . . . . . ind, strut located by a control arm, coil springs, 

anti-roll bar
Rear . . . . ind, strut located by 1 trailing link and 2 lateral links, coil 

springs, anti-roll bar

STEERING
Type . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .rack-and-pinion with hydraulic power assist
Steering ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.3:1
Turns lock-to-lock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.3
Turning circle curb-to-curb  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.0 ft

BRAKES
Type . . . hydraulic with vacuum power assist and anti-lock control
Front . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.9 x 1.2-in vented disc
Rear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.9 x 0.4-in disc

WHEELS AND TIRES
Wheel size/type. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.0 x 18 in/cast aluminum
Tires . . . . . . . . . . . . Goodyear Eagle RS-A M+S, P235/50R-18 97W

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32/32 psi
Spare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .high-pressure compact

C/D TEST RESULTS
ACCELERATION Seconds
Zero to 30 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.2

40 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.1
50 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.2
60 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.6
70 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.3
80 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.2
90 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.3

100 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13.9
110 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17.7
120 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22.4
130 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28.5

Street start, 5–60 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.8
Top-gear acceleration, 30–50 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.6

50–70 mph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.7
Standing ¼-mile . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.2 sec @ 101 mph
Top speed (drag limited)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .154 mph

BRAKING
70–0 mph @ impending lockup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172 ft

HANDLING
Roadholding, 300-ft-dia skidpad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.81 g
Understeer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . minimal moderate excessive

FUEL ECONOMY 
EPA city driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18 mpg
EPA highway driving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28 mpg
C/D-observed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16 mpg

INTERIOR SOUND LEVEL
Idle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 dBA
Full-throttle acceleration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 dBA
70-mph cruising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 dBA
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Chevrolet Impala SS (5.3-liter, 303 hp, 4-sp auto)

Honda Accord EX (3.0-liter, 244 hp, 5-sp auto)
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*Base price includes freight, any performance options, and applicable gas-guzzler tax.

                                    

consistent panel fits and a clean look.
Keep the dynamic challenges to a mini-

mum, and one begins to notice the well-
laid-out and uncluttered interior. Although 
the plastics aren’t of the soft variety, the 
interior appears bolted together nicely, and 
all the controls are easy to use.

Our test car came equipped with only 
a few options—the $1125 black-leather 
interior with heated, power front seats; 
and a Bose stereo system with an in-dash 
six-CD changer and XM-satellite-radio 
capability. We appreciated the auxiliary 
port on the radio that allows one to plug 
in an MP3 player. It’s a standard feature 
on the Impala, one that GM is putting into 
all its vehicles. There’s plenty of headroom 
and legroom in the back seat, and the cush-
ion offers more thigh support than in the 

previous Impala.
Since we love the idea of a family car 

coming with a major dose of power and 
performance, we had great expectations 
for the Impala SS. We also understand that 
many buyers want something a bit more 
rambunctious, more invigorating than a 
Honda Accord or Toyota Camry or Ford 
Five Hundred. But as noted, the V-8 trans-
plant wasn’t as successful in the Impala as 
it was in the Grand Prix. Try to exploit the 
SS’s extra oomph, and there is little reward. 
It’s as if GM product planners had taken 
a look at the Dodge Charger and Chrysler 
300C full-size offerings and said, “Well, we 
can put a V-8 in our family cars, too.” They 
sure did, but if the Impala is far happier 
when equipped with a 242-hp, 3.9-liter 
V-6, what’s the point? ■
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