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The Writers’ Garden, the Toilette
Case, and the Kasumam: Theory and

Practice of Women’s Literature in
the Ladies’ Journal of the 1910s

Siao-chen Hu

Abstract

This paper discusses the theory and practice of “women’s literature” in the late
Qing and the beginning of the Republican era. “Women’s literature” in the
Republican era has been discussed by Wendy Larson in her Women and Writing in
Modern China. In this paper I will shift the focus to the 1910s to highlight the dual
continuation and disruption between the Ming-Qing “talented woman” and the
emerging new paradigm of women’s writing. My major source is the first six
volumes of the Ladies’ Journal (Funii zazhi), published between 1915 and 1920, but
other literary magazines are also discussed. I examine how the editors, authors,
and readers variously understood the idea of women’s literature and then cooperated
to build a discursive system, while at the same time this system began to complicate
itself from the beginning. The notions of the writer’s garden, the toilette case and
the Kasumam represent the core, the divergence, and the transformation of the

concept of women’s literature.

Key Words: Ladies’ Journal, Wang Yunzhang, women’s literature





