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Richard Dyer, White (New York: Routledge, 1997), pp. 1, 2.

2 Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, translated and edited by H. M. Parshley (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1978), p. xvi.

3 Luce Irigaray, Speculum of the Other Woman, translated by Gillian C. Gill (Ithaca, New
York: Cornell University Press, 1974), pp. 133-146.

4  Kate Soper, Troubled Pleasures: Writing on Politics, Gender and Hedonism (London:
Verso, 1990), p. 229.
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(Funii zazhi) 1915-1931,” Republican China, 10-1b (Nov. 1984), pp. 37-55.
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6  Wang Zheng, Women in the Chinese Enlightenment: Oral and Textual Histories
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999), pp. 67-116.
7 Wang Zheng, Women in the Chinese Enlightenment, pp. 67-116.
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9 Wang Zheng, Women in the Chinese Enlightenment, p. 104.
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The Masculine Universal and the
Feminine Other: Gender Discourse in
the Ladies’ Journal

Yung-chen Chiang

Abstract

Gender is a social and relational construct. We can properly understand how
a culture constructs its concepts about men and women only when we place them in
the context of the totality of gender relations peculiar to its time and place. Using
the Ladies’ Journal (Funii zazhi) as a case study, I argue that Luce Irigaray’s critique
of the Western phallogocentrism that posits the masculine as the universal against
which the feminine is “Other” can be applied just as compellingly in the Chinese
context. The gender philosophy manifested in the Ladies’ Journal was based on a
hierarchical structure in which the inferior-difference of woman served to accentuate
the masculine as the universal norm. Thus, even though the masculine remained in
the background in the Ladies’ Journal, it was the norm against which woman was
analyzed, compared, and judged to be inferior to man. I contend that the notion of
woman in the Ladies’ Journal can be properly understood only if it is analyzed
against this masculine norm. I illustrate this gender philosophy by analyzing the
following five major topics consistently expounded during the seventeen-year life

span of that magazine: the differences between men and women; the so-called
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defects of the women; the New Woman as a trope for vanity, conspicuous
consumption, and unchaste behavior; the imperative of marriage for men and women;

and the ideal marital life for men and women.

Key Words: Ladies’ Journal, female shortcomings, “New Woman,” education,

marriage





