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A Study of Ssu-K’ung T’u’s Adventurous
Official Career

YOON-WAH WONG

Ssu-K’ung T'u (837908) lived at the end of T’ang Dynasty. He
1S an interesting historical figure and was highly esteemed as a loyal
minister as well as man of moral integrity. His secluded lite atter retire-
ment from his official career made his name signify alienation, and an
eccentric life-style. As a writer, he is well-known for his poetry and
poetics.

Although Ssu-K’ung T’u 1s a figure of considerable interest, there
is still no study which undertakes a systematic treatment of his official
career. His thoughts and his personality are therefore only imperfectly
known. This paper 15 intended to help fill this gap. Many references to
his official career have been obtained from a careful examination of the
local gazettes and other sources. One of the important findings of this
study i1s that Ssu-K’ung T'u suifered setbacks over a period of years
before he got his first job. This period of frustration was not mentioned
by the traditional Chinese biographies. It was one of the major reasons
why after a brief period, he retired from his public career. There are
many indications that Ssu-K’ung T’u had been rejected by society even
before he exiled himself.






