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On Some Perspectives on Achievement and
Economical Ethics in Ming and

Ch’ing Family Precepts

SUNG KWANG-YU

In this study, the family precepts in Late Imperial Era is treated
as a cultural root of modern Taiwan’s economical miracle.

For Chinese, the tamily precepts was an old tradition. The parents
usually hoped thier children would do their best to keep, or even pro-
mote, the social status and reputation of thewr own families. The founder
and distinguished members of a lineage wrote precepts to educate their
descendants for the purpose of keeping the prosperity of family and
lineage they established. Two thousand years ago, Ssu-ma Ch’ien clearly
presented this idea in his famous book, Shih-chi (History Records). Since
sixteenth century, the civil examination system has been regarded as the
only path-way to promote family’s and personal social status. How to
encourage members to participate the examination became a main topic
for every family and lineage. On the other hand, a successful family and
lineage faced another serious problem how to maintain prosperity, trea-
sure, and high social reputation for a long time. Therefore, family educa-
tion became a very important issue. One of the major parts of such educa-
tion system was the family precepts. In the Late Imperial Era, many
officials, officers, degree holders and self-educated persons wrote their
own family precepts to educate their descendants. Several collections of
precepts were published for common people in nineteenth century.

In modern Taiwan, a similar requirement of family precepts still
exists, and influences the people to do their best to win the respect and
social reputation for their own families and lineages.



