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The Convergence of the State’s Political Objectives and
Neo-Confucian’s Educational Vision in Government
Schools and the Civil Service Examinations:

A Case Study of Xue Xuan

Koh Khee Heong*

Abstract

Neo-Confucians often used private academies as platforms to propogate
their teachings. This is especially true when they were dissatisfied with the
state apparatus of examination and education, comprised mainly of the civil
service examinations and the nationwide system of government schools. In the
early Ming, Neo-Confucians from southern China were still practicing their age
old tradition of building, renovating, and teaching in private academies, thus
effectively positioning themselves as an alternative, if not a challenge, to the state
system. However, Xue Xuan f##H , the leading Neo-Confucian from northern
China believed and acted differently. Not only did he refuse to institutionalize
his private educational activities in an academy, he strongly advocated that the
state’s objectives of training and recruiting talent should converge with the Neo-
Confucians’ educational vision. In his mind, not only should the state’s education
and examination system be based on the Cheng-Zhu tradition F£K%2, it should
also include his philosophical teachings on “restoring nature.” Thus, on top
of reevaluating the relation between Neo-Confucians, academies, government
schools, and the civil service examinations, we should also ponder the difference
between the ideas of northern and southern Neo-Confucians.

Keywords: Xue Xuan [R5 government schools, civil service examinations,

academies, Neo-Confucianism
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