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Monument Avenue i s  a broad, r e s i d e n t i a l  boulevard which extends f o r  
some f i v e  miLee £gem inner  Riehmond wesward i n f o  Henrieo County, 
However, what i s  genera l ly  considered t o  be the  " h i s t o r i c , "  o r  the  
most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  s e c t i o n  of the  s t r e e t  begins a t  t he  terminat ion of 
West Franklin S t r e e t  a t  S t u a r t  C i r c l e  and extends westward f o r  some fourtec 
blocks t o  Roseneath Road. I t  i s  wi th in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  a l l  of the  
monuments a r e  loca ted .  Furthermore, t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by a 
uniform p l a n t i n g  of rows o f  t r e e s  along the  s i d e s  and i n  the  median, 
and by t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  a s p h a l t  paving blocks i n  the  t r a f f i c  l anes ,  
al though t h e  paving blocks i n  the  sec t ion  from the  Boulevard t o  
Roseneath Road have been covered over by shee t  a s p h a l t .  
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The f i r s t  o r  easternmost monument, t he  eques t r i an  s t a t u e  of J. E. B. 
S t u a r t , i S  loca ted  a t  the  beginning of , theravenue  i n  S t u a r t  C i rc l e .  
One long block t o  the  west i s  the  Lee s t a t u e ,  loca ted  i n  a broad 
t r a f f i c  c i r c l e  known a s  Lee C i r c l e .  Four more blocks t o  the west s tands  
t h e  monumental Davis memorial, d is t inguished by i t s  t a l l  c e n t r a l  colunrn 
and Doric colonnade. The e q u e s t r i a n  s t a t u e  of Stonewall Jackson is 
located a t  t he  important i n t e r s e c t i o n  of the  Boulevard and Monument 
Avenue, t h r e e  blocks west o f  the  Davis Monument. Three blocks west 
of the  Jackson s t a t u e  is the  unusual memorial t o  Matthew Fontaine 
Maury, f e a t u r i n g  a l a rge  bronze globe and a sea ted  f i g u r e  of Maury. 

Moved h l p i n o l  St(. 

The one hundred t h i r t y - f o o t  wide boulevard throughout t h i s  s e c t i o n  is  
l ined  wi th  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  v a r i e d  but  harmonious s t r u c t u r e s ,  represent ing  
almost t h e  e n t i r e  range ?:,early-twentieth $enE+n-y.reside?tial,architectur 

.,,: ' I . .. . i tiyi&. The i o s  t prominent s t r u c t u r e s  include s e v e r a l  Georgian townhouses 
by W i l l i a m  Lawrence . , ,  . Battomley,and . Duncan Lee, and the  huge.Jarobethan 
~ e v i ' v a i  town6ouse of the Branch family, designed by John Russel l  Pope. 

. ,  . .  . 
T h e , s t r e e t t s  most c h a r a c t e r i s t $ c ,  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  the  Georgian Revival and 
~e 'cond ~ e n i i s i a n c i  Revival townhouses and t e r r a c e  rows. Also fea tured  

. . a r e  s e v e r a l  f i n e  l a t e  Gothic Revival chuycbes. ,.. . ..,., : .  . .  
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Monument Avenue i s  un i f i ed  by the  unusually high q u a l i t y  of des ign ,  
workmanship, and ma te r i a l s  o f  a l l  i t s  p a r t s  - from the  houses, churches,  
and monuments t o  the  curbs and s t r e e t  f u r n i t u r e .  The s t r e e t  is  unusual,  
too,  f o r  being one of the  few grand r e s i d e n t i a l  boulevards i n  America 
t o  su rv ive  v i r t u a l l y  una l t e red ,  having almost no a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  o r  
s c e n i c a l l y  d i sco rdan t  i n t r u s i o n s .  
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Confederate  heroes  appears  on a n  1888 p l a t  which,shows t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  the 
Al len  e s t a t e ,  l oca ted  west of  the  p resen t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Franklin S t r e e t  
and Lombardy E t r e e t .  On t h i s p l a ' t  w a s ' d r a k  a  proposed' cont ' inuation of  
Frankl in  S t r e e t  through a po in t  i n  William Al l en ' s  meadow, which had been 
s e l e c t e d  a  year  e a r l i e r  t o  be the  s i t e  f o r  a monument t o  General Robert 
E. Lee, t o  what is now Al l i son  S t r e e t .  This  cont inuat ion  of Frankl in  
S t r e e t  was shown on t h e  p l a t  much a s  i t  now e x i s t s ,  a  d iv ided  boulevard 
w i t h  gene ra l ly  t h e  p r e s e n t  l o t  d i v i s i o n  and a t r a f f i c  c i r c l e  surrounding 
t h e  s i t e  of t h e  Lee Monument. The p l a t ,  which a c t u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  the  
new boulevard as Monument Avenue, was s igned and sea led  by Fitzhugh Lee, 
son o f  the  General and Pres ident  of  t h e  Lee Monument Associat ion.  

of Richmond c i t i z e n s  t o  e r e c t  the  s t a t u e s  of  the  th ree  Vi rg in i ans  who 
defended t h e  c i t y  (two of  whom were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  defense)  t o  make of  
Monument Avenue a  permanent memorial t h a t  would serve  a s  a  l i n k  wi th  the  
p a s t .  An a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  plan.fyas made' ifi 1904 when t h e  u n i t e d  ~ a k ~ h t e r s  
of  t h e  Confederacy s e l e c t e d  a  s i t e  s e v e r a l  blocks west of t h e  Lee s t a t u e  f o  
a  memorial t o  P r e s i d e n t J e f f e r s o n  Davis. The s i t e  of  the  Davis Monument 
was chosen because i t  w a s  the former l o c a t i o n  of  the  S t a r  F o r t  (shown c l e a r  
on many o ld  maps), t h e  innermost and major p ro tec t ion  of the  c i t y  from the 
wes t  dur ing  t h e  fou r  y e a r s  of the  s i e g e .  The exis tence  of  these  defenses 
is cormnemorated by a  cannon loca ted  j u s t  east of  the  Davis Monument. 

By 1906 t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  avenue from Lombardy S t r e e t  t o  A l l i s o n  S t r e e t  
was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  a s  Monument Avenue, and on August 
17,  1906, the  C i ty  Council  adopted a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  widen t o  130 f e e t  the  
remaining p o r t i o n  of F rank l in  S t r e e t  from A l l i s o n  S t r e e t  west  t o  the  
Boulevard and t o  rename t h a t  s e c t i o n  Monument Avenue. Richmond scuJptor  
Edward Vi rg in ius  V a l e n t i n e ' s  impressive memorial. t o  J e f f e r s o n  Davis w a s  
unvei led  i n  1907 a s  was Fred MoynihanVs eques t r i an  s t a t u e  of General 
J.E.B. S t u a r t  l oca ted  a t  the  beginning of  t h e  avenue. Freder ick  S ieve r s '  
s t a t u e  of Stonewall Jackson was unvei led i n  1919, and the  memorial t o  
Matthew Fontaine Maury, a l s o  by S ieve r s ,  was unveiled i n  1929. 

Almost as soon as Monument Avenue's t r a f f i c  lanes  began t o  be  paved wi th  
t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  a s p h a l t  paving b locks ,  t h e  avenue came t o  be one of 
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Bounded on t h e  e a s t  by a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  between t h e  c e n t e r  of the  b lock  
of Grace S t . ,  between Ryland S t .  and Lombardy St-., and t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o  
of  Birch S t .  and Park Ave.; bounded on t h e  west by a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
between t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Grace S t .  and Roseneath Rd. and the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Wythe Ave. and Roseneath Rd.; bounded on t h e  no r th  by 
Grace St .  from the  c e n t e r  of  the  block of  Grace S t . ,  between Ryland 
S t .  and Lombardy ., t o  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Grace S t .  and Roseneath 
Rd.; bounded on t h e  south  by Park Ave., from the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Birch 
S t .  and Park Ave., t o  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Belmont Ave.1 and Park Ave., 
and from thence west i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  
R o s ~ n e h  Rd., and Wythe Ave. 

(Continuation Sheet) 
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8. t h e  most fash ionable  i n  Richmond. Over a  period of  some t h i r t y  years ,  
i t  was b u i l t  up wi th  a splendid s e r i e s  of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  d i g n i f i e d  
townhouses, churches,  and apartment bui ld ings .  The work of many promin 
a r c h i t e c t s ,  inc luding  John Russel l  Pope, William Lawrence Bottomley, 
and V i r g i n i a ' s  Duncan Lee, is  represented  on Monument Avenue. For many 
yea r s  t h e  avenue was used a s  Richmond's ceremonial parade rou te .  
Included among those  who have journeyed i n  s t a t e  from t h e  Boulevard t o  
t h e  Governor's Mansion along Monument Avenue a r e  Marshall  Foch, 
Commander Richard Evelyn Byrd, Winston Church i l l ,  General Eisenhower, 
and Queen Mother El izabeth .  

E N T R Y  LIUUBEn D A T E  
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A s  one o f  the  most splendid r e s i d e n t i a l  boulevards i n  America, Monument 
Avenue i s  considered t o  be a  n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  example of c i t y  
planning.  According t o  the noted a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  William 
B. O'Neal,  Monument Avenue is "a supreme example of  t h e  uni fy ing  power 
of  space ,  s c a l e ,  and t r e e s  on t h e  urban scene." But more important 
than  i t s  a e s t h e t i c  q u a l i t i e s ,  Monument Avenue, a s  a unique memorial 
t o  t h e  heroes  of t h e  Confederacy i n  i t s  c a p i t a l ,  s e rves  a  symbolic 
func t ion  f o r  Richmond and the  South. 

I (N-ber dl sntrtsa) 






