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S AR (G SR ©s FCA0=A: Rama's Initiation, The Wedding,
Two Promises Revived, Encounter in Exide, The Grand Tormentor, Vali, When
the Rains Cease, Memento from Rama, Ravana in council, Across the Ocean,
The Siege of Lanka, Rama and Ravana in battle. Interlude, The Coronation.

Prologue (3314 B2, Epilogue-¢ 3R | 4F '*[%W Glossary-¢ 9tz | &i4.
. AR Malgudi SATF TR ATTERA—SR W RS SR fold 7
2@ & oz | G AFORAR Ad A8 bfde et foft M e )
offef v i wawz Tgm yifeftce | @ ammed ffwse < avae
Mithila, after all the forests, mountain paths. valleys, and plaecs of solitude
and stlence through which we have travelled thus far, offers i pleasant change
o & city of colour and pleasure, with people enjoying the business of living.
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The very minuic Rama steps into Mithila, he uotices golden turrets and
domes. and towers. and colour(ul Mags tluttering in the wind as if to welcomne
a royal bridegroom-to-be. The streets glitter with odds and ends ol jewellery
cast of the people (a necklace that had snapped during a dance or a game, or
had been flung of when found to be nuisance during an embrace), with no
one inclined to pick them up in a society of such affluence. There was no
charity in Kosala country since there was no one (o receive i, Torn-off flower
earlands lay i heaps on the roadside with honey-bees swarming over them,
The musth running down the haunches of mountainous elephants flowed in
dark strecams along the main throughfare, blending with the white froth drip-
ping [rom the mounths ol galloping horses, and churncd with mud and dust
by ever-turning chariot whecls. 4 I |G, & A ey s @
TE-(5103 (4] (F AT ISR =177 | (@ *123 SPHE ARG @eis |

BIRICERECEEGEELTIE

Ravana. the supreme lord of this and other worlds, sat in his durbar hall,
surrounded by a vast throng of courtiers and attendants. The kings of this
earth whom he had reduced to vassaldom stood about with their hands upraised
in an auitude of perpetual salutation, lest at any moment Ravana should turn
in their direction and think that they were not sufficiently servile. Beauties
gathered from all the worlds surrounded him, singing, dancing. ministering
to his wants, cver ready to give him pleasure and service, with all their eyes
fixed on his watching for the slightest sign of command. Every minute vast
quantitics of flowers were rained on him by his admirers. He had also ensalved
the reigning gods and put them to perform mental tasks in his court. Among
them Vayn, the god ol wind, was there 10 blow away faded flowers and
earlands. and generally sweep the hall clean, Yame. the god of death, was
employed to sound the gong cach hour to tell the time of day. The god of fire
was in charge of all illumination and kept lamps, incense, and camphor
flames alit. ‘fhe Kalpatary, the magic tree that yielded any wish, taken away
from Indra, was also there to serve Ravana. @ IfH@e feaet-ars SR
@S T A O G FACE B, IR (& AR 9-(FAE (G
>ES |

Ara-A14E1Q A I

Rama's army cleared and made way for Ravana's chariot, unable to stand
the force of his approach. Ravana below bis conch and its shrill challenge re-
verberated through space. Following it another conch. called "Panchajanya,”
which belonged to Mahavishnu (Rama's original fonn betore his present incar-
nation), sounded of.its own accord in answer to the challenge, agitating the
universe with its vibrations. And then Matali picked up another conch. which
was Indra's and blow it. This was the signal indicating the commencement of
the actual battle. Presently Ravana sent a shower of arrows on Rama; Rama's
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followers, unable to bear the sight of his body being studded with arrows, averted
their heads. Then the chariot horses of Ravana and Rama glared at each other in
hostility, and the flags topping the chairots— Ravana's ensign of the Veena and
Rama's with the wholce universe on it- clashed and onc heard the stringing and
twanging of bow-strings on both side. overpowering in volume all other sound.
Then followed a shower of arrows from Rama's own bow. Ravana stood gazing
at the chariot sent by Indra and swore. "These godes, instead of supporting me,
bave gone to the support of this petty human being. T will teach them a lesson.
He is not fit to be killed with my arrows but I shall seize him and his chariot
together and ling them into high heaven and dash them to destruction.” dc
spite his oath, he still strung his bow sent a shower of arrows at Rama, raining
in thousands, but they were all invariably shattered and neutralized by the arros
from Rama’s bow, which mct arrow for arrow. Ultimately Ravana, instead of using
one bow, uscd ten with his twenty arms, multiplying his attack tenfold; but Rama
stood unhurt.
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€, — & pair of birds are mating.

¢, — a hunter kills one of them.

¢, — the other cries in agony.

¢, — 4 saint {inds it and feels pity for the wailing bird and rages against
the hunter.

e, — He discovers the slake for himsell'
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A narrative progresses with moves in a game ol chess. Once the hero is
bom from the wombs of unconscious, he is acled upon. The images of the
reality ol the non-being reacts to his very presence. And then the interaction
between the hero and the circumstances forged in the work of art itself
interact with onc another and moves ahcad listless of the poet’s will,
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