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Land Distribution in Traditional China

Chao Kang

Abstract

A large number of Ming and Qing land registration records have been

discovered in different regions in China. These can be used as representative

samples in calculating the Gini coefficients to show that land distribution in

southern China was much more even than in the north. From a macroscopic

view, the land distribution in late imperial China was also less centralized than

in other countries. This is primarily due to the steady increase in population,

which had a great effect on the land market and led to a more equal

distribution of ownership. 

Keywords: land distribution, Gini coefficient, census book, cadastral land register,

Ming and Qing dynasties 
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