COUNTY: NORFOLK SITE NAME: ELM ROAD FIELD, THETFORD
DISTRICT: BRECKLAND

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section
28 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended.

Local Planning Authority: Breckland District Council

National Grid Reference: TL 860815 Area: 5.01 (ha.)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 144 1:10,000: TL 88 SE
Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): — Date of Last Revision: —

Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 11 April 1996 Date of Last Revision: —

Other Information:
Owned by Breckland District Council.

Description:

Elm Road Field is an area of open space on the southern edge of
Thetford, adjacent to Barnhamcross Common. It supports a calcareous
Breckland grassland community. The site has a rich flora, including
several nationally uncommon plants.

The sward is dominated by hairy oat-grAsenula pubescengith

false oat gras8rrhenatherum elatiyged fescuéestuca rubraand
Yorkshire fogHolcus lanatusFlowering plants associated with it
include ladies bedstra@allum verumbird’s-foot trefoil Lotus
corniculatus kidney vetchAnthyllis vulnerarigand greater knapweed
Centauria scabiosarhe grassland is influenced by the calcareous and
sandy substrate. It has strong characteristics of inland sand dune
communities which are uncommon and restricted to Breckland.

The site supports the nationally endangered field wormwotainisia
campestrisThis is the only known native population of the plant in
Norfolk. The nationally scarce sickle medidedicago falcatand
tower mustardirabis glabraare also found here.

Two relict scots pin@inus sylvestribedges run across the site and there is scattered
mixed scrub, particularly at the eastern end. This is dominated by haWitsdaegus
monogynand oakQuercus roburwith some pine and blackthoRrunus spinosa



