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Other Information:

Description and Reasons for Notification:

This site is a valley fen which is underlain by the impermeable clays of a buried channel.
The central part of the site consists of a species-rich, managed reedbed surrounding a
small, natural mere. Around the margins of the fen basin are areas of species-rich scrub,
drier fen and cattle-grazed meadows containing wet hollows and calcareous flushes. The
meadows are divided by a network of dykes and are used by wading birds.

The Reedbeds are managed for the production of thatchindPResaginites australiand
there is a wide range of associated species including Marsh Cindregttmitilla palustris
Yellow LoosestrifeLysimachia vulgarisFen Bedstrawsalium uliginosumParsley Water
DropwortOenanthe lachenajiMarsh MarigoldCaltha palustris large-flowered Hemp
Nettle Galeopsis specios&ipsywortLycopus europaeudubular Water Dropwort
Oenanthe fistulosand Greater Water Parsr8pum latifolium The vegetation is similar to
that found in the Broadland Fens and includes Milk PaR#ycedanum palustre

In the wettest part of the site is an area of open water not yet colonised by reed which forms
a fairly deep, natural lake. This lake was formerly more extensive, and the sediments on the
lake bed have preserved pollen grains that have yielded important information about the
vegetation of this part of East Anglia in prehistoric times.

The drier margins of the site contain areas dominated by Reed?yadass arundinacea
and Reed Sweet-graSdyceria maximaSome areas are kept open by mowing but much
has been invaded by species-rich scrub dominated by Hav@nataegus monogyrend
DogwoodCornus sanguinearhis scrub contains many other tree and shrub species
including AshFraxinus excelsigrBuckthornRhamnus catharticusnd Guelder Rose
Viburnum opulus

Much of the southern part of the site is occupied by cattle-grazed pasture which is drained
by a network of ditches to a pump, which can be used to supply water to the reedbeds.
Much of the pasture is well drained and has been improved so that the sward contains few
species. However, in the wetter areas a wider range of plants survive. Ragged Robin
Lychnis flos-cucujiLadies Smockardamine pratensiand Marsh Thistle€irsium

palustreare comparatively widespread, whilst in the wettest hollows Wateridintha

aguaticg Great SpearwoRRanunculus lingua_esser SpearwoRanunculus flammuja
Celery-leaved CrowfodRanunculus scelerat@d Fool's Watercregspium nodiflorum

are amongst the species found.



In a few places a spring flush vegetation persists with Bog Pimpenaghllis tenella
Black Bog Rustschoenus nigricandlarsh Valerian/aleriana dioicaand Grass of
ParnassuBarnassia palustrismongst the plants that survive alongside the agricultural

grasses.



