COUNTY: Norfolk SITE NAME: HORSE WOOD, MILEHAM
DISTRICT: Breckland

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981

Local Planning Authority: Breckland District Council

National Grid Reference: TF 922186 Area: 7.1 (ha) 17.5 (ac)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 132 1:10,000: TF 91 NW
Date Notified (Under 1949 Act): N/A Date of Last Revision: N/A
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1985 Date of Last Revision: -

Other Information:
A new site.

Reasons for Notification:

Horse Wood is an ancient woodland site on a boulder clay plateau. The wood is probably
of primary origin with a structure of coppice-with-standards. The stand types are mainly
wet ash-maple wood and the nationally infrequent plateau alder wood. The ground flora is
exceptionally diverse and includes a number of rare and uncommon species in great
abundance.

Although the southern half of the original wood has been re-planted with conifers and is
excluded from the SSSI, the remaining semi-natural stands have been little disturbed.
Standard trees are of Okiercus robuiand AshFraxinus excelsiarAreas of coppice are
still cut, though at a reduced rate, and the main species involved are AshAkkple
campestreAlder Alnus glutinosaand Oak. There are several large coppice stools in the
wood and the rare Wild Service Ti8erbus torminaliss present.

The lightest soils at the northern end of the wood have a ground flora dominated by
BluebellHyacinthoides non-scriptand Bramble with Wood Sorrélxalis acetosella
Honeysuckld_onicera periclymenumiily of the ValleyConvallaria majalisand Bracken.
The heaviest soils have a rich flora and are dominated by Dog’s Méfeucyrialis
perennisand Wood Anemon&nemone nemorosgith Early Purple Orchi®rchis
mascula Twaybladd_istera ovataBroad-leaved Helleborirepipactis helleborineSanicle
Sanicula europaedairy Woodrush.uzula pilosaand Yellow Archangdlamiastrum
galeobdolonHerb ParidRaris quadrifoliais plentiful throughout the wood.

The rides are mostly wide and very wet and have a diverse flora including Herb Paris,
ValerianValeriana officinalis Water MintMentha aquaticaCreeping Buttercup
Ranunculus reperand Tufted Hair-grad3eschampsia cespitoggesent; with
Meadowsweekilipendula ulmariaand Water Aven&eum rivale



