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Prionailurus bengalensis iriomotensis (Imaizumi, 1967)
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I %4 : Iriomote cat
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The Iriomote cat (Prionailurus bengalensis iriomotensis), discovered in 1967, is endemic to Iriomote Island
(289 km?®) of Okinawa Prefecture. The preferred habitat is forested lowlands of coastal areas. The population
is estimated at about 100, but considered to be recently in decline particuraly in lowland areas. The main fac-
tors threatening the subspecies are habitat destruction and road Kills. The cat was designated as a National
Endangered Species in 1994 and various conservation programs are being conducted.
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