Penn State Forest encompasses 3,366 acres, lataeakin’s Neck in Burlington
County. The area is used for boating, canoeisyjrfg, hunting, hiking, picnicking, and cross-
country skiing Penn State Forest includes Bear Swamp Hill, stentié5 feet high and forming
one of the unusual elevations on the coastal pltsmorthern portions adjoined “the Plains,” a
region of strangely stunted pitch pine and scrub bake Oswego, covering 90 acres, was
developed with picnic and bathing facilities in 254

The most well known feature of Penn State Foretita Pine Plains. The Pine Plains
consists of four peculiar areas in the Pine Baroéiéew Jersey, together totaling about 12,400

acres, possessing a distinctive flora characterimeghly, by dramatically dwarfed forms of the
canopy trees, primarily Pitch Pine and Blackjack ®&arly in the 20th Century, Witmer Stone
described them dslesolate stretches of white sand barrens ... forrtost part devoid of trees

higher than one’s knees.The Pine Plains are dominated by dwarfed Pitale$’and Blackjack
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Oaks in the low canopy. Pine Barrens heather gufat in the understory, and ground cover
includes lichens, mosses, and the sub-shrubs Bepdied Teaberry.

All of the tree species in the Pine Plains are &dsad throughout the Pine Barrens, so
why do they take on a dwarf form in the Plains? ugiothe mechanisms are not entirely
understood, most experts believe that a combinatidactors are involved. The Pine Plains soils
are particularly subject to drought and nutrierftaiencies. Moreover, the plateaus are elevated
above their surroundings, making the plains suligebigher winds. Most importantly, for
centuries these forests have been exposed to mdddt least twice as frequently as other Pine
Barrens forests. These extremely harsh conditians breated a forest with Pitch Pine trees that
are stunted and have adopted certain genetic peitie? The Lenni Lenape were in Penn State
Forest, as evidenced by shell-heaps.

European settlers in the area date back to thg #8@0s, when a very small village
called Penn Place existed in what is now Penn $&tatest. It was on the Pappoose Branch of the
Upper Oswego River (the east branch of the WadingriR It was a tiny village of only five
structures in the mid-1860s, which decreased tostwetures only twenty years later. It got its
name from a descendant of the Penn family thateseajly resided there in the eighteenth
century. However, it appears that the first Pentine area, James Penn, was the son of a
William Penn who was a sea captain. The Penn wtiled at Penn Place arrived in the area by
the beginning of the nineteenth century, takinggn@vn sons and their families. Penn and one
of his sons, Thomas, apparently operated a sawmithat is now Indian Mills, New Jersey.
James Penn died in 1814. The Penn family may tesided in the area up until 1890.

Around that time Edwin Pue and his wife acquireslphoperty. The Pues contracted
with the State of New Jersey for the sale of 2,@64s of land in what was known as the Penn
Reserve on 26 October 1909 for $14,500.00, or $8BE)0 in 2009 dollars. The Board of
Forest Park Reservation Commissioners acquiredta¢fes of woodland in Burlington County
from the Pues on February 11, 1910. This wouldhedifth acquisition made by New Jersey for

its new park system. This tract of pine and cedegdt, situated at Penn Place “in one of the

3 http://www.pinelandsalliance.org/glossary/p of 6 April 2010.
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wildest regions of southern New Jersey,” and ahtsd of canoe navigation on the east branch
of the Wading River, was a favorite stop for castsefamiliar with South Jersey’s streams.

In the first report of the Forest Park Reserva@@mmission which includes Penn State
Forest, the Commissioners stated:

This tract, in the heart of the wilderness six siflm Chatsworth, on the New
Jersey Southern Railroad, affords another exanfpleeceffect of fire protection
upon a pitch pine forest. One-half the area isngoeolunteer pine growth, now
giving promise of developing into forest form, amtk-quarter is mature pine
forest, which is intended to utilize as soon &sgtound shall have been
thoroughly restocked. The rest is in less satisfgacondition. Only one small
fire (in1912) has burned on the property within fike years since its purchase.
A small income is derived from sphagnum moss and gvanberries.

The Warden at that time was Elmer InmlaModernization rapidly followed on the heels of
state ownership. The first telephone lines cro$sath Reserve in 1912, when the NJ Forest
Commission erected a telephone line from Chatswiorthprivate cranberry bog on the East
Branch of the Wading River, contributing $300 te ttost. The nine-mile long line crossed the
Penn Reserve and brought into communication asseofithe state with few residents, but
many fires®

Danger from forest fires caused the first fire ¢ouo be built at Bear Swamp Hill, which
was a tree platform constructed around 1900. Wwhsreplaced in 1915 with a wooden lookout
that burnt down. In 1960, a modern tower was eckathich became the site of tragedy a
decade latet.

The ancient nemesis of fire was not the only damg&ine Barrens, however. On
January 16, 1971, Major William F. Dimas, a fullémilot for United Airlines and a flight
commander with the Air National Guard £4Tactical Squadron, took off from McGuire Air
Force Base in order to practice bombing patterissri--105 Thunderchief at the Warren Grove
Gunnery Range, located next to Penn State Fofés.fighter piloted by Major Dimas could

reach speeds of nearly 1400 mph. For an unknoasore Major Dimas clipped some trees
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about 100 feet from the Bear Swamp Hill Fire Towe.lost control of the fighter and crashed
through the fire tower only 20 feet above the gahwutting it in two and destroying a nearby
generator, as well as about 1000 trees in a swatbstruction almost 40 feet wide and a mile
long. Tragically, Major Dimas, a father of threkéed in this mishap’

Little occurred at Penn State Forest until the GBegpression. On July 6, 1933, the train
station in Tuckerton received some new visitorthadirst enlistees of the first Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) arrived. The CCC wastedehy a law Congress passed on March
31, 1933, which created a public jobs program sino others in the New Deal such as the
Works Progress Administration or the Tennesseegyaluthority. The idea of the Civilian
Conservation Corps was to take unemployed young owerally between the ages of 17 and 23,
move them to U.S. Army-administered camps in wikéss areas, and pay them a dollar a day
for labor. For this thirty dollars a month the meould aid foresters in state and national parks
and forests across America. Of the thirty dollreonth the men were paid, twenty-five would
be sent home to their families to help them surtineeGreat Depression. The CCC camp
located at Penn State Forest was for African Araerenlistees only, as this was a time of legal
segregation of the racés.

The federal government’s civilian program of canadon was followed by the activity
of the military, as the world situation deteriocatand World War Il began in Europe in 1939.
Penn State Forest was a central location of mylitaaneuvers that occurred in Southern New
Jersey as the U.S. Army increased its preparedness.

The South Jersey seacoast underwent a theoréticasion” in May, 1941, as military
official at Fort Dix developed a plan with civiliaauthorities with actions to take if Southern
New Jersey was invaded by a foreign power. A flag-military maneuver involving 16,000
men took place in Penn State Forest between thgimaxy “Blue-land,” comprising New Jersey,
Delaware, and Pennsylvania east of the Susquetrinag and “Red-land,” made up of
Maryland and Western Pennsylvania. The “Reds” weravade the Atlantic Coast to control

the Delaware Bay prior to a war declaration.
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At 7:30 a.m., 16,000 troops from Ft. Dix moved gagching bivouac areas 35 miles to
the southeast by 10 a.m. All of the troops moviedaot for at least ten miles, and by vehicle
for the rest. The troops included™Brigade combat team, including the fzhd 114 Infantry
Regiments, 165 Field Artillery, detachments of the 1B Field Artillery, Engineers, Medical,
and Signal troops, under the command of Col. Chd&leMcCarthy, who pitched pup tents at
Green Bank. The §7Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Ralph K. Robertson, tstimg of the 71 and
174" Infantry Regiments, the 18%ield Artillery, and other detachments, bivouackéthe
northern end of Bass River State Forest near MuRield.. Division headquarters were in Penn
State Forest, under Maj. Gen. Clifford R. Powelf" Division commander of two brigades.
Also in that location were the B®Brigade, 118 Medical Regiment, 119Quartermaster, and
the 104" Engineers command posts.

Trucks and tents were hid under pines or camouftaggerials, which turned out to be
unnecessary as the dust created by 2,000 truckgihuhe air all day and night. “In Penn State
Forest, the dust was red from the brick-coloredgreoads built there by CCC workers, while in
the Eighty-seventh Brigade area dust from whitelgaads coated the troops and vehicles with
gray. Unlike the others, the Fifty-seventh Brigad®ps were choking from yellow dust
originating from yellow gravel roads. The soldibiked two miles to bathe in the “rust-colored”
streams, coming back as dirty as when they lefttduke dust hanging in the &ft.

Although Penn State Forest and the rest of the Pameens were safe from attack from
foreign attack, a growing danger came from the dadimarena. In the late 1950s Burlington
County officials began to push for a large airgorservice only jets. Burlington County officials
“were doing their best” to build a jet airport imet Pine Barrens, that would serve New York,
Philadelphia, and most of the northern seaboakdans for the airport have aroused little public
reaction in this, the state’s largest county. \&Hyiall the reaction has been favorable, for the
region in which the airport would be located is afi¢he most undeveloped and primitive in the
New Jersey. Itis far enough away from any sizgbleulation center to prevent it from
becoming a hazard or nuisance. . . The projectddality would rise in the sandy scrub pine
blanket that extends northward from Penn Statestooe/incentown. It is bounded on the east
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by Lebanon State Forest and on the west by the no&imb®0,000-acre Wharton Tract, acquired

by the state during the last five years as a oaést and potable water preservk.”
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Bear Swamp Hill for a “superb view of the Southségr
wilderness:® The push to build a jetport in the Pine Barremstioued in to the next two
decades, but it created an effective and growimmgpsipion that resulted in the Pine Barrens
being protected on the state and federal levek public became aware of the unique
environment of the Pine Barrens. For examplehéngarly 1970s educational “tours” were
becoming available, like the 7¥2-hour canoe triptigh the Pine Barrens that began at Lake
Oswego in Penn State Forest, by then a 3,300 atewithin the 1.3 million acres of the Pine
Barrens. The guides Louis E. Hand and his wifegdti| gave five scheduled trips for free, and
which were sponsored by the New Jersey Departnidfidronmental Protection, Division of
Parks and Forestry.

At the centennial of its inclusion in the New JgrSgate Park system, Penn State Forest remainisjasun

enclave of Southern New Jersey wilderness.
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