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Developing Northern Australia

- A 2030 Vision ~

Executive Summary

Northemn Australia, the parts of Australia north of the Tropic of Capricorn and spanming Wesiern
Australia, Nerthern Territory, and Queensland, is often regarded as Australia’s ‘last frontier”. B has
historieally remained underutilised relative to the rest of the covntry. However, it is well
acknowledged that this region has wémendous potential end competitive advaniages through iis
significand natwral. geographic, strategic and other atiribules.

The rise of Asia, with 2 set of global macro-trends particularly pestinent 10 Australis, will create
significam opportunitics for Northern Australia to capitalise on its strengths and unlock major
aconomic value. By 2030, these could include: '

e Developing ¢ food bowl including premium produce which could double Auvstralia’s
agricultura] gupul

e Growing the tourist economy in the Novth to $100 billion and 2.5 million tourists

o The growth of an energy export industry worth $150 billion with a major proportion of
sustainable energy

o Tripling of resource exports, adding over $100 billion to the econony

o Relocation of defence facilities to the North lo support owr strategic and regional objectives
and alljes

Further growth can be créated by bringing several of Auswalia’s strengths (o Northem Australia,
including:

Estahlishing ar least two world class medical centres of excellence in the Notrth
Creating three o five Jeading vocational and higher education campuses with world class
strengths in selected areas

o Growing Australia’s exports of technical skills related Lo resources and agriculture to a §7
billion industry

Capitalising on these opportunities will require a strong development platform for the Tong tevm
suslainable development of Northerm Ausiralia. 1his includes governance. population growth and
sireamlined land access legislation, as well as a better basic set of infrastructure and water facilities.
To enable this development will require both government action and privaie seeior initiative.

Australia is a high cost country, but we also have a reputation for quality, To capitalise on emerging
markets, we should Tocus 4l the quality end, vather than at the low cost, mass market end which is
(lercely competitive. *Australia equals quality’ is the brand we should leverage.

This paper seeks 1o identify potantial Northern Avstralian swengrhs and (0 promote diseussion on
farthering development of the region. It identifies opportunitics and potential areas of government
action, but is not mtended to be definitive or [y comprehensive.




First Term Initiatives

This paper outlines a strategic vision for Northern Australia,

in order to realise this vision, specific imtiatives are requirad. Tn its first levm the Coalition proposcs

o
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Establish a high-level Northern Ausiralian Strategic Partnership compriging the Prime
Minister, the Premiers of Queensland and Wostern Australia and the Chief Minjster ol the
Northern Territory. This partnership will develop, drive and implement a 20-year siralogic
plan for Northern Australia. Adding flexibility to land nse contiols and reducing wiscessary
regulation and approval processes will be an immediate prioxity

Tnvite pepresentatives of a number of neighbouring Aslan parters, such as Siogapore, South
Korea and Indonesia, onto an advisory committes which would allow Augiralia to maximise
partnership opportunities end 10 expressly acknowledge the valuable insights of our Aslan
neighbours :

1,00k to develop key urban zoues — Darwin, Cains/Towns ville and Karratha  with the aitn of
substantially increasing the population in these areas, I conjunction, the current immigraton
polivy, relocation incentives and persong rax incentives should be reviewed, along with the
planning of ecunotnic zones centred around these urban areas '

Allocate during a first term, [0 fneet our neighbowhood foreign ajd obligations, $800 willion
from the foreign aid budget to Ruther build world centres of excellence in tropical health
provision and tropical medi «al research (centred around Darwin and Cairng/Townsville),
including such capacity building s training doctors, nurses and all other medical specialists
from aid recipient countries in Nayhern Australia

Task fmfrastucrure Austalia 1o conduct a comprehensive audil of Northern Australia’s
infrastmemre and o devise a 15 year rolling priority list of projests of varjous seales,
inoluding road, port, airport, rail, water, power, communication, health, educulion and tourism
infrastructure

Bvaluare existing forelgn nvestment policics regarding Novthern Auslialia, such as
consifleration of the role of leasshold flexibility in accelerating investment

Bstablish a significant Water Project Development Fund 1o support the advancement of
meritorious proposals for water infraglracture across Nottharn Australia, including dams snd
groundwater projects - see Coalition Dams and Wener Management Disenssion Paper

Leverage the Coalition’s Direcl Action policy to support the development of projects, such as
the PNG Purari Hydro Projecr, that could deliver bascload levels of clean energy across
Northern Australia and into the National Blectricity Market

Relocate substantial and relevant components of Federal deparumen te and Comraouwealth
sgencies. such as CSIRO, w key orban zones i Noethern Australia

insure that by 2030 every child in vemote Newthern Australian cormunities hag aueuss 10 4
scholarship for boavding sehaol and billeting opportunities for a high quality education.
gimilar in slandard to that received by other Australian shidents

Roll vut Austyalian Technical High Sehools (Year 11 anel 127 acrogs Norchern Awstralia
which specialise in Helds such as mining. agriculiure, toarism, healthezre. infrasuructure and
edieation

Public comment and input regarding these inftiatives is eneotyaged.




