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ARCHITECTURE UNDER THE KNIGHTS

In the vyear 1550 Emperor Charles V. of Aragon,
#hrough the intercession of Pope Clement VII, ceded these
Islands to the Knights of St. John, previously known as Knights
Hospitailers, who since ihe Eleventh Centwry when their Order
was founded Lad becn continually distinguishing themselves
s the service of humanity and in the defence of the Christian
religion.

- This historic event had an immense effect upon the Archi-
tecture of these Islands. At first the Knights established them-
. selveg at Birgu and there they raised several buildings of the
Benaissance style unpretentious in character; after the Great
Bt 1565, however, La Valette the Grand Master decided
new city, afterwards named Valetta, upon Mount
dich commanded the harbours on either side as well
imnland for a great distance. This decision marked
y of the preat building era of this country.
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te) h!mg both military and monastic,

Architecture
progressed both in the line of fortifications as in
, the latter comprising chiefly the muniecipal and
il branches, The masterpieces in the military
Tt are the enceintes or system of fortifications
“a.and Floriana designed in different periods
Such as Laparelli, Genga, Cassar and

€ which embrace the three cities on the other

d Harbour and isolate them so to say from the
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VeeresiasTic ARCHITECTURE

Having dealt rather summarily with the military archites-
ture and with the Municipal and the Private sections of the (livi
Architecture, I will now pass to the Ecelesiastical Monuments
raised by the Order,

Naturally the Conventual Church of St. John which epite-
mizes the life and history of the Order in Malta occupies firss
place in our eonsideration, Its construction was commenced ab
a time when the tendency towards the Baroque Art had just
started to develop. Simple and sober though St. John's may
appear i1t is undoubtedly the grandest and most striking of
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