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The Influence of Political Product Placement
on News Credibility

Xian-En Peng & Yuhmiin Chang :

ABSTRACT

This study investigated the influence of the types of political product
placement, media political bias, and audiences’ party identification on news
credibility through online experiments. The results of the study indicated that
political product placements produced significantly lower news credibility.
Media political bias interacted with the types of political product placement
only when without taking audiences’ party identification was missing.
Overall, the results reflected that audiences’ party identification had the
greatest impact on the evaluation of news credibility. Congruity Theory
outperformed Balance Theory or Attribution Theory on explaining the

phenomenon.

Keywords: Attribution Theory, Congruity Theory, Media Political Bias,
News Credibility, Party Identification, Product Placement
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