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National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2017
By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Americans are blessed with many freedoms thanks to the hard-earned battle victories 
and tremendous sacrifices of our military men and women.  The members of our Armed 
Forces shine a light of freedom throughout the world, and as we celebrate our returning 
heroes, we also remember our heroes who never returned home.  On National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, our Nation recognizes all American prisoners of war and service 
members missing in action who have valiantly honored their commitment to this great 
country. It is our sacred obligation to pay tribute to the thousands of men and women of 
our Armed Forces who have been imprisoned while serving in conflicts and who have 
yet to return to American soil.  We reflect on the brave Americans who, while guarding 
our freedom and our way of life, spent years of their youth imprisoned in distant lands.  
They paid an enormous price and remained dedicated to our sacred principles, even 
while under extreme duress. We do not leave our fellow man or woman behind, and we 
do not rest until our mission is complete.  For more than three decades, our country has 
conducted investigation and recovery operations in Southeast Asia with the help of the 
governments of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia.  Whether in Southeast Asia, or in South 
Korea, Europe, the South Pacific, and in all other corners of the globe, we are committed 
to this most honorable mission of fully accounting for our missing personnel.  We are 
encouraged by the progress made, but know our mission is ongoing until every Soldier, 
Sailor, Airman, Coast Guardsman, and Marine missing in the line of duty is accounted for.
As Commander in Chief, it is my solemn duty to keep all Americans safe.  I will never 
forget our heroes held prisoner or who have gone missing in action while serving their 
country.  Today, we recognize not just the tremendous sacrifices of our service members, 
but also those of their families who still seek answers.  We are steadfastly committed to 
bringing solace to those who wait for the fullest possible accounting of their loved ones. 
On September 15, 2017, the stark black and white banner symbolizing America’s Missing 
in Action and Prisoners of War will be flown over the White House; the United States 
Capitol; the Departments of State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs; the Selective Service 
System Headquarters; the World War II Memorial; the Korean War Veterans Memorial; 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial; United States post offices; national cemeteries; and 
other locations across our country.  We raise this flag as a solemn reminder of our 
obligation to always remember the sacrifices made to defend our Nation.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 15, 2017, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day.  
I call upon the people of the United States to join me in saluting all American POWs and 
those missing in action who valiantly served our country.  I call upon Federal, State, and 
local government officials and private organizations to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
thirteenth day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-second.
                                                                                               DONALD J. TRUMP



In My Opinion   February  2018
I came across this interesting article, and I 
thought you  might like to read it.
Written by Dr. Hamre 
Subject: Running out of time

IN MY OPINION
by Irene Mandra

Dear Members,

This article was sent to me by John 
Zimmerlee, researcher and author.
I found it very interesting. I hope 
you will too.

Easily Identifiable Remains Await Someone Who Cares
by John Zimmerlee

It was 1956. The war had been over for 3 years and family members had 
been asked not to talk about it. Why? Because secretly our Government 
knew a lot more than they were telling and they couldn’t afford for the 
truth to come out!

Not only had our government left over a thousand men behind alive in 
Communist prison camps, they also had done a poor job of identifying 
remains and shipping the wrong bodies home! The mistakes needed to 
go somewhere , so they buried them as unknowns in the National 
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific . . . in Hawaii.

A few years ago, I acquired the forensic files on the unidentified remains, 
but more recently someone sent me the spreadsheet of the grave sites 
and their related unidentified X-files. All of a sudden, I had the potential to 
associate logical missing men with actual grave sites!! So here are some 
of my early findings.

IN MY OPINION
By Irene Mandra

Last week I participated in a high-level dis-
cussion with a senior representative from the 
Administration. The topic was North Korea. 
And at one point, the individual said that the 
Administration believes “we are running out of 
time on North Korea.” “What the hell are you 
talking about,” I said. Let us go through this 
systematically.

We should survey the real facts-not what people want to believe, but what is true.
First, North Korea is not going to give up nuclear weapons just because we want 
them to. They are a failed economy with only one thing going for them-their nucle-
ar weapons program. They will not give it up ever.

Second, China will put pressure on North Korea to express their displeasure, but 
not to break North Korea. China wants a divided Korean peninsula. The last thing 
they want is for North Korea to collapse and have South Korea take over. China is 
willing to put pressure on North Korea to get North Korea to stop doing things that 
are awkward for China. North Korea’s provocative military gestures are awkward 
for China, which is why China is putting pressure on them now. But China will not 
break North Korea because they need North Korea. And North Korea knows this. 
China’s real strategy is to drive a wedge between the United States and South 
Korea.

Third, we are never going to reward North Korea for becoming a weapon state. 
Somehow the North Koreans think that once they can threaten the United States, 
we will give up and give them something in exchange for being nice to us. That will 
never happen. We will support North Korea financially only when they abandon 
nuclear weapons. That won’t happen, so there are no rewards on the horizon for 
North Korea.



Fourth, we anticipated North Korea’s actions 20 years ago. We started then to 
deploy a missile defense system in Alaska designed to knock down North Korean 
missiles. It is in place, and we can expand it. The purpose of a missile defense 
system is not to keep blocking wave after wave of attacking missiles. The purpose 
of a missile defense system is to buy time - to block the initial attack long enough 
for us to retaliate with overwhelming nuclear destruction. That will happen. North 
Korea knows that will happen. North Korea is not suicidal.

Fifth, we are not going to invade North Korea to find their nuclear weapons and 
destroy them. The North Koreans know this. They also know that we are not going 
to preemptively attack them because they now have a nuclear retaliatory capability 
and the destruction of our South Korean (and maybe Japanese) ally would be 
horrendous and unacceptable.
Taking all this together, it is clear that we are not running out of time. Indeed, time 
has stopped for the path we have been on for 15 years. But deterrence has worked 
for 50 years with Russia, it will work for North Korea.

I am dismayed by our rhetoric in Washington. We are talking like frightened little 
rabbits, afraid of a wolf in the forest. We have nothing to be afraid of, and the more 
we act like frightened little critters, the more we reward North Korea for pursuing a 
dead-end strategy. We tried a policy of dissuasion for the past 15 years, and it has 
failed. But a strategy of deterrence has worked and will continue to work.

This past weekend I heard a very prominent and influential senator say that we 
should not send families with American military personnel who are deployed to 
Korea. This only feeds the fear and paranoia about North Korea that goes nowhere. 
The five facts outlined above dictate a logical and calm policy-deterrence. It is time 
for everyone in the U.S. to stop running around with frightened cries of “we are 
running out of time.” We are not running out of time. We have all the time we need. 
North Korea has no options for improving their situation, and we shouldn’t give 
them the satisfaction of us being afraid of them. North Korea is trying to stampede 
us into a negotiation, and we have nothing to gain from that.

Everyone in Washington should just calm down. Stop working ourselves up to a 
fevered pitch with breathless rhetoric that has no policy direction. We have lived 
with this before and we will live with it now. Thankfully, over a twenty-year period, 
we built the insurance policy we now need. The Brits had it right in World War II-
”Keep calm, carry on.”



RECENT RECOVERIES
ARMY SGT. PHILIP J. IYOTTE, OF COMPANY E, 21ST INFANTRY REGIMENT, 24TH 
INFANTRY DIVISION, ASSIGNED UNDER 8TH ARMY. IYOTTE ACCOUNTED FOR ON 
AUG. 8, 2017
ARMY SGT. 1ST CLASS LESTER R. WALKER, OF BATTERY B, 82ND ANTI AIRCRAFT
ARTILLERY AUTOMATIC WEAPONS BATTALION, 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION, WHEN 
HE WAS DECLARED MISSING IN ACTION IN THE VICINITY OF CHANGNYEONG, 
SOUTH KOREA, WHILE ATTACHED TO TASK FORCE HAYNES. BASED ON A LACK 
OF INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS STATUS, THE U.S. ARMY DECLARED HIM 
DECEASED AND HIS REMAINS NON-RECOVERABLE.
08/28/2017 12/14/2017 1993-302-I-02 PFC ALBERT QUINTERO NORTH KOREA 
KOREAN WAR UNITED STATES ARMY CALIFORNIA UNILATERAL TURNOVER - -
12/04/2017 12/06/2017 1992-099-I-01 SFC MILTON BEED
SOUTH KOREA KOREAN WAR UNITED STATES ARMY INDIANA UNILATERAL 
TURNOVER - -
08/07/2017 11/17/2017 2004-142-I-24 CPL OLLIE
SHEPARD NORTH KOREA KOREAN WAR UNITED STATES ARMY OKLAHOMA 
JOINT TURNOVER - -
09/05/2017 10/30/2017 1993-353-I-03 SGT HARRY
HARKNESS NORTH KOREA KOREAN WAR UNITED STATES ARMY
RHODE ISLAND UNILATERAL TURNOVER - -
09/25/2017 10/25/2017 2013-004-I-01 PFC DONALD EICHSCHLAG
NORTH KOREA KOREAN WAR UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS MISSOURI
DISINTERMENT X-14954 OP GLORY
09/20/2017 10/05/2017 2013-175-I-01 CPL KERMIT LEJEUNE NORTH KOREA 
KOREAN WAR UNITED STATES ARMY
LOUISIANA DISINTERMENT X-14739 OP GLORY
09/25/2017 10/03/2017 2017-280-I-01 SGT JOHNSON MCAFEE NORTH KOREA 
KOREAN WAR UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS ARIZONA DISINTERMENT X-15012 
OP GLORY
ARMY PFC. ALBERT E. QUINTERO MEMBER OF BATTERY D, 15TH
ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY AUTOMATIC WEAPONS SELF-PROPELLED BATTALION, 7TH
INFANTRY DIVISION

MARINE CORPS PFC. HAROLD P. HANNON COMPANY E, 2ND 
BATTALION, 8TH MARINE REGIMENT, 2ND MARINE DIVISION 
ACCOUNTED FOR ON OCTOBER 4, 2017, WILL BE BURIED 
JANUARY 13, 2018, IN HIS HOMETOWN. HANNON, 28, OF 
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, WAS KILLED DURING THE BATTLE 
OF TARAWA IN WORLD WAR II. HIS NEPHEW, WILLIAM HANNON, 
OF MOSCOW, PENNSYLVANIA, IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS 
AT (570) 689-9238. THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAS THE 
ATTACHED PHOTO OF HANNON ON FILE.



Other heroes have been more dramatically courageous at a particular moment, but none have 
been so unwaveringly brave for so long a time as was U.S. Army Private First Class Wayne 
“Johnnie” Johnson. For three years, three months and 19 days, Johnson risked summary 
execution while secretly keeping a written record of some 500 of his fellow POWS who perished 
during the Korean War.  He undertook his extended act of bravery when he was just 18 years 
old. His singular hope was that the families would at least know how and when their loved ones 
died. He sought no reward beyond simple gratitude. 
“All I ever wanted was to be thanked,” Johnson once said.  But when an armistice led to the 
release of Johnson and the other surviving prisoners, the U.S. government had them sign a 
pledge not to discuss the barbaric circumstances of their captivity. “[The U.S. government] didn’t 
want the American public to know how we were treated,” fellow POW Jack Goodwin told the 
Daily Beast. The debriefers did ask the survivors if they knew the names of other POWs and 
Johnson said he had a list of hundreds. He placed on a table the roster he had assembled at 
such peril on scraps of scavenged paper. He started copying the names and details.  “I had 
scarcely begun when one of the officers decided it was going to take too long and said, ‘Never 
mind, we don’t need this,’” Johnson would later recount.  A lieutenant did note in a debriefing 
report that Johnson had kept a list and should be commended, but it was just filed away and 
forgotten along with the rest of the Korean War. Johnson’s effort was not otherwise even 
acknowledged for more than four decades.  In fact, Johnson’s remarkable deed might never 
have been publicly recognized were it not for Army Sergeant Victoria Bingham, a researcher and 
analyst with the Department of Defense POW/MIA office. 
Bingham decided she might be able to garner important information by attending POW reunions 
and she flew out to one in Sacramento, California in 1995. She there learned of Johnson’s list 
and she was told that he was the person she should see.  Bingham sat down with Johnson in 
the hotel convention center and listened to a tale that began with him growing up in Lima, Ohio 
and going directly from Central High School’s class of 1949 to the U.S. Army. He had been 
stationed in southern Japan with the 21st Regiment of the 24th Infantry Division. Forty years 
before, President Theodore Roosevelt had struck a neutral pose when offering to broker an 
end to the Russo-Japanese war. He was in fact secretly colluding with Japan. He publically 
supported Japan’s annexation of Korea, which had been an independent kingdom for more than 
a thousand years. Japan subsequently used Korea to launch two invasions of China.  America 
got a taste of Japanese expansionism with Pearl Harbor. Japan’s subsequent defeat came as 
Russian troops were advancing into Korea from the north and American forces were advancing 
from the south. President Franklin Roosevelt seems to have been the first to suggest placing 
Korea in multinational trusteeship with a vague promise of independence “in due course.” Two 
young American colonels, one of them future secretary of state Dean Rusk, used a National 
Geographic map to propose dividing Korea along the 38th parallel. On January 12, 1950, then 
Secretary of State Dean Acheson delivered a speech that indicated Korea was outside the 
American “defensive perimeter.” He nonetheless supported a Korean economic aid bill then 
before House of Representatives. The measure was defeated by two votes. Some would later 
suggest that the Acheson speech in particular encouraged North Korea to send troops pouring 
into South Korea on June 30, 1950, but there is evidence that the invasion had been planned 
before then. President Truman secured a United Nations resolution condemning the actions 
and ordered American troops to counter it. Goodwin was one of the 540 soldiers from the 21st 
Regiment of the 24th Division Infantry Division who were roused from their beds in Japan by an 
announcement on July 1, 1950. “They woke us up, ‘Pack your bags, we’re leaving,’” Goodwin 
recalled to the Daily Beast. 

NORTH KOREA KILLED HIS FELLOW GIS. HE KEPT THEIR NAMES ALIVE    
POSTED ON SEPTEMBER 12, 2017
POW/MIAS HTTP://WWW.MSN.COM/EN-US/NEWS/WORLD/NORTH-KOREA-KILLED-HIS-FELLOW-
GIS-HE-KEPT-THEIR-NAMES-ALIVE/AR-AARK2D7?LI=BBNB7KZ



 Most of what was dubbed Task Force Smith knew nothing of Korea as they boarded the planes 
that flew them there. They then traveled by train and trucks, arriving in Osan on the night of July 
4. “We figured it’s be a skirmish and we’d get back to Japan within a week,” Goodwin recalled, 
 The following morning, they were attacked by thousands of North Koreans backed by three 
dozen tanks that proved largely impervious to the antiquated American weapons. “We had noth-
ing to stop a tank,” Goodwin said.  Some 150 of the 540 Americans were killed. Goodwin and 
89 others were captured. He turned 20 the next day, the first of four birthdays he would spend in 
captivity. “I had a very short war,” Goodwin said. ,br> By the time Goodwin was captured, John-
son and the rest of the regiment were arriving in Korea. Johnson was captured during the war’s 
third battle, on July 11 near Chochiwon. He was initially held in a building that was strafed by an 
American plane, killing four of his fellow captives. He happened to have a pencil stub and he tore 
a piece of wallpaper. He clandestinely recorded the date, along each man’s name and rank and 
unit. “I thought that somebody would want to know who they were and when they died,” Johnson 
later said in an oral history. “I thought that would be the end of it.” But in the ensuring days, others 
among his 850 fellow prisoners perished from wounds or malnutrition or disease. He scavenged 
other scraps of paper and recorded their particulars as well. “Once I started, I thought there was 
no sense stopping,” he would recall. “So when somebody else died, I added his name.” The 
POWs were wearing summer uniforms that offered little protection as winter approached. They 
were cold and malnourished and many fell ill. On October 25, the prisoners arrived at a cornfield 
south of Manpo. Groups of five scraped shallow holes in the ground, seeking shelter from the icy 
wind as they huddled together. Thirteen of them died. At least three became too weak to continue 
and were told they would be staying behind when the group moved on. They assumed that this 
presaged execution and Private First Class Lawrence Doyle offered his boots to others because 
he figured he would not be needing them. Gunshots announced that the assumption was correct. 
Doyle became one of the newest names on the list. “Lawrence Doyle PFC 19 INF 24 DIV10-28-
50.” On Halloween, a major from the North Korean security services who had a scar on his right 
cheek and whom the prisoners would nickname Tiger took command. The 758 remaining of the 
original 850 prisoners began an eight-day, 120-mile death march through the snow. At one point 
in the march, Tiger spotted several prisoners by the side of the road and apparently saw an op-
portunity to assert his authority. Tiger summoned Second Lt. Cordus Thornton and charged him 
with allowing the roadside prisoners to malinger. Tiger asked the North Korean guards if Thornton 
was guilty. ,br> “Guilty!” they are said to have replied in Korean. “Kill him!” Tiger thereupon raised 
his pistol and shot Thornton in the back of the head. Johnson would recall being splattered by 
blood and brain matter and bits of skull. “Cordus Thornton 2LT 34 INF 24 DIV 11-01-50” 
Another 88 prisoners joined the list after being executed during the death march, including an 
Irish nun, by one account because she had become too exhausted to continue, by another be-
cause she had sought privacy to relieve herself. ,br> “Sr. Mary Clare CIV Ireland Anglican Nun 
11-06-50” 
After the prisoners stopped for a short time in Chung’Gang-jin, they were suddenly ordered in the 
middle of the night to move on. One prisoner who was slow in responding was battered to death. 
“Jack Samms PFC 19 INF 24 DIV 11-13-50” The survivors stayed in Hanjang-ni until March 29, 
1951. They then moved to an old Japanese army camp in An-Dong. Another 223 names went on 
the list, some after executions, most the result of malnutrition and disease and the cold. Good-
win’s weight dropped to 63 pounds, Johnson’s to 61. ,br> “The worst part of it was waking up and 
the buddy beside you was dead,” Goodwin told the Daily Beast. “That happened three or four 
times.” On October 19, 1951, the prisoners were transferred to Chinese custody in Camp 3 at 
Chang-Song. The Chinese set out rice and steamed bread and gave the prisoners new clothing.



 Even with the food, 10 more prisoners died from the aftereffects of their treatment by the North 
Koreans. Goodwin recorded their names. Disaster threatened when the list was discovered hid-
den in the wall of the mud hut where Johnson was lodged with three other prisoners. He stepped 
forward and said he was the record keeper. “I figured there was no sense in dragging the other 
three into it,” Johnson later said. Had he still been in North Korean custody, Johnson would 
almost certainly have been shot right then and there. He was instead taken to the Chinese camp 
commandant. “He didn’t treat me too nice. He enjoyed usin’ his-- it was like a riding crop, and he 
enjoyed hittin’ me in the head and the face and the neck and the shoulders and so on like that,” 
Johnson later said in a radio interview. “After an hour or two, he really got perturbed.” 
The commandant sat Johnson in a chair, placed a handgun to his head and cocked it. “Well, fear 
didn’t even begin to do justice to my feelings,” Johnson later said. The commandant accused 
Johnson of keeping the list for propaganda purposes. Johnson said he had only compiled the 
names for the sake of their families. “He must have bought my story, because he didn’t shoot 
me,” Johnson later said. The Chinese destroyed the list, not imagining that Johnson had thought 
to make a copy and secret it under the hut’s floor. He still had it in August 1953, when the prison-
ers were told they would be going home. What would become known as Johnson’s List showed 
that 66 per cent of the original captives had died. Each of the surviving prisoners—who came to 
call themselves Tiger Survivors—was given a green ditty bag marked with a red cross. The toilet-
ries inside included a small toothpaste tube that Johnson surreptitiously washed out. He hurriedly 
stashed the list inside, fearful of being seen by a Chinese guard who stood just 10 feet away. He 
had been told by the commandant that if he caused any more trouble he would not be repatri-
ated with the others. After he was finally free, Johnson extracted the list and saw that some of 
the names had been bleached away by toothpaste residue. None of the names appeared to be 
of much interest to Johnson’s debriefers. He returned to civilian life devastated, traumatized and 
unrecognized. Some of the other Tiger Survivors seemed to adjust remarkably well given their 
ordeal. Goodwin arrived back in Waco, Texas to discover that the sweetheart he had originally 
met in a candy factory had married somebody else after having been told he had been killed in 
Korea. But she quickly divorced her husband and married Goodwin. Jack and Violet Goodwin 
lived out what everybody agreed was a great love story. He became her constant companion and 
caregiver after she suffered a debilitating stroke. They were often seen around town in identical 
outfits. Jack Goodwin worked for the postal service, then began raising tropical fish in his garage. 
“Tropical fish are good for your nerves,” Goodwin told the Daily Beast. “Back then, my nerves 
were shot.” 
Goodwin opened a store, North Waco Tropical Fish. He later turned over the operations to his 
daughter. He demonstrated considerable acumen as a day trader. “You just got to be careful,” 
Goodwin noted to the Daily Beast. On his part, Johnson is said to have taken to drinking more 
than was good for him. He appears to have been married four times. He did find some comfort at 
POW reunions, where he would sometimes have a beer with Goodwin. “My buddy,” Goodwin told 
the Daily Beast.  Johnson was at a POW reunion in Indiana in 1991 when he was approached 
by Mary Lou Kristanoff. Her father, 1st Lieutenant George Kristanoff had been reported missing 
in Korea while on a reconnaissance patrol in in July of 1950, at the very start of the war. She had 
been just eight months old. “Not one picture of him and I together, not one,” she later told the 
Daily Beast. “There’s always that feeling of emptiness.” More than four decades later, she still 
knew nothing more of her father’s disappearance. She had come to the reunion on the chance 
she might learn something and a missionary couple brought her to see Johnson. He produced 
his list. “George Kristanoff 1L 24 Rec 4-29-51” After all this time, she now knew that her father 
had died on April 29, 1951 at the An-Dong prison camp.



 She saw tears streaming down Johnson’s face. “He just broke down and cried and he said, 
‘Finally, after 40 years I’ve finally helped one family,’” she told the Daily Beast. Then came the 
1995 reunion when Johnson met Sergeant Victoria. Bingham. Johnson told her that a prisoner 
of the same surname, George Bingham, had helped him gather details of the list and keep it 
secure. After returning to Washington, Victoria Bingham compared the list with the details in 
the MIA/POW records and saw that Johnson had been meticulously accurate as well as brave. 
Some of the names that had been bleached out while the list was in the toothpaste tube had 
at some point been restored with the help of an infrared scanner at the Arizona Department of 
Public Safety. Bingham pulled the long ignored debriefing file and read the officer’s recommen-
dation that Johnson receive some recognition for keeping the list. She began pushing for John-
son to receive a Bronze Star. Her report went all the way to the top and was so convincing that 
the army decided to raise the award to a Silver Star. On August 3, 1996, Lt. General John Miller 
presented Johnson with the nation’s third highest decoration for valor. The citation read: “The 
President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918, takes 
pleasure in presenting the Silver Star to Private First Class Wayne A. Johnson, United States 
Army, for gallantry in action during the period 12 July 1950 to 16 August 1953, while being held 
as a Prisoner of War in Tiger Camp by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Private First 
Class Johnson subjected himself to the risk of execution by his captors. He did so by compiling 
and maintaining a list of over 500 American POWs, most of whom had died in the camp sys-
tem.” It continued, “Even when the Chinese guards were tipped off about the list and destroyed 
it, Private First Class Johnson able to convince his captors that the list was intended for humani-
tarian and not propaganda purposes, and was released with a threat of harsher consequences, 
should he continue this activity. Regardless of their warning, Private First Class Johnson con-
tinued to add names to a hidden copy of the original list. When he was released during the 
armistice, he smuggled his comprehensive list home in a toothpaste tube.” It concluded, “As a 
result of efforts by the Defense POW/MIA Office, this list has come to light and is serving as an 
important document for providing confirmation of death or otherwise resolving open POW/MIA 
cases. Private First Class Johnson’s exemplary courage and selfless determination to provide 
a record of deceased soldiers, even in the face of death by a hostile enemy, are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the 
United States Army.” Among those in attendance were Johnson’s mother and siblings. Bingham 
had been told that Johnson had become estranged from them during the long and difficult years 
after the army ignored his list. “Everything he had done, he threw into that great act and nobody 
cared,” she later said to the Daily Beast of the government’s initial response. But as a result of 
her efforts, validation had come at last and his loved ones were there to witness it. 
“He got his whole family back,” Bingham told the Daily Beast. “They all came to see him get his 
thanks.” Word of the list spread, and Johnson got letters from the loved ones of other POWs 
who had finally found a father or a brother because of his courage. Johnson himself wrote the 
occasional letter or card to Bingham and he seems never to have completely escaped the bleak-
ness. “Nothing much to write about, as I haven’t been out of the house, except to the V.A. for a 
couple of years,” Johnson wrote in one card. “Really not living, just existing.” He then wrote, “I 
sure hope things are going well with you. I guess this is it, so will close for now and may God 
bless.” He signed it, “With love, Johnnie.” He added, “P.S. I hope you can read this scribbling. 
Just can’t write anymore.” 
In fact, the writing was perfectly legible, if not as precise as when he used a pencil stub or a sto-
len pen end with wet soot for ink to record each death in letters small enough to leave room on 
a scavenged bit of paper for the deaths that were sure to follow. Bingham stopped getting cards 
and then she received a phone call from one of Johnson’s brothers.



 The courageous keeper of the list had himself died in on June 1, 2011 in San Marcos, Texas. 
He was 79. Johnson is buried in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery. His grave would be a 
good place for anybody to contemplate true American greatness and the dangers of forgetting 
an unresolved war that has now become a crisis that places millions of lives at risk. 
The inscription on his standard tombstone reads: 
WAYNE A. JOHNSON       PFC US ARMY     KOREA     DEC 16 1931     JUNE 1 2011    SIL-
VER STAR PH     EX-POW    JOHNNIE CREATED THE JOHNSON LIST

Secret Casualties of the Cold War
Gary Powers wasn’t the only one. More than 200 airmen were shot down while spy-
ing on the Soviet Union. Near the gates of the National Security Agency at Fort Meade, 
Maryland, a C-130 Hercules sits in National Vigilance Park, on a small sliver of land 
sandwiched between a gas station and a parking lot. The aircraft is painted to represent 
Air Force 60528, which was shot down by four MiG-17s on September 2, 1958, after 
entering Soviet airspace. On the NSA website, a grainy gun-camera image from one of 
the MiGs shows the C-130 ablaze; it crashed 28 miles inside the Armenian border, and 
all 17 crew members were killed.

When the families of the victims were notified of the crash, they weren’t told of the crew’s 
actual mission—spying on the Soviets—or what happened to them. They were given a 
cover story of a routine mission gone awry. Although the Soviets denied shooting down 
the aircraft (they claimed it “fell” onto their territory), a few weeks after the crash, they 
returned the remains of six individuals. They provided no information about the other 11 
crew members.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, a U.S. excavation team searched previously clas-
sified files for clues to what had happened to the rest of the crew. They visited the crash 
site in Sasnashen, Armenia, in 1993. Had the others survived the crash, and perhaps 
been taken prisoners of war? The team interviewed the MiG-17 pilot who shot down 
the C-130 and asked if he’d seen anyone bail out of the aircraft. He hadn’t. They asked 
other witnesses: No one had seen parachutes.

Team members interviewed a General Sozinov who was at the site minutes after the 
crash. He said the aircraft burned for eight hours; survivors were unlikely. When they 
visited the site, they found hundreds of skeletal fragments; with these, they were able to 
identify two other crew members. They concluded the others had died there as well. The 
remains were brought back to the United States, and on September 2, 1998, the families 
of Air Force 60528 gathered at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia for a burial with 
full military honors.



SERVICE CASUALTY OFFICES
Service Casualty Offices serve family members.
Each Military Department maintains a service 
casualty office. The Department of State does the 
same for civilians. The officials in these offices 
serve as the primary liaisons for families
concerning personnel recovery and accounting. 
Full-time civilians who have worked this issue for 
many years and are experienced and 
knowledgeable help answer family member
questions. Military officials also assist to help 
explain the methods used to account for families’ 
missing loved ones.

Air Force
HQ AFPC/DPFCM
550 C Street West, Suite 15
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4716
(800) 531-5501

Army
Department of the Army
Attn Past Conflicts AHRC-PDC-R
1600 Spearhead Division Ave, Dept 450
Fort Knox, KY 40122-5405
(800) 892-2490

Marine Corps
Headquarters U. S. Marine Corps
Manpower and Reserve Affairs (MRC)
Personal and Family Readiness Division
3280 Russell Road
Quantico, VA 22134-5103
(800) 847-1597

Navy
Navy Personnel Command
Casualty Assistance Division
POW/MIA Branch (PERS 13)
5720 Integrity Drive
Millington, TN 38055-6210
(800) 443-9298

State Department
U.S. Department of State CA/OCS/ACS/EAP
SA-17, 10th Floor 4th Floor
Washington, DC 20552-1707
Phone: (202) 485-6106
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