OBITUARY

ARCHIBALD ADAM SCOT SKIRVING,
M.R.C.S.Eng., F.R.C.S.Ed., and F.R.S.Ed.

X X -plnre
Mxr Scot Skirving died at his house in Rothesay

l4th June, and was buried at Haddington o= 18th June ¥330,
intimation of his death was received with universal regret by

. . h'
friends in Edinburgh and elgsewhere, and not least py b .
colleagues and students. When he felt it pecessary, °% medica ry
3 . n
to resign his appointment == Senior gyrgeon to the Royal -

: woul
tWO years ago, it was the hope of everyone that he ould

a long time the leisure of a quiet life of retirement, it

so well deserved. Such, unfortunately, was not to be the g@sAlanetY'
was kKnown for some time that his health was glvmg cause A ajn
After some weeks recently it = npursing home his strena -~
rallied for a short time, and he was able to be out OIArrange_
occasions and to make plans for a change t° the country~» a

ments were made for a Visit to a country-house in AYrShire enjoy

stlretch of river through the grounds. He was not, A?VVEV rltoo short
this happy prospect?the period °f improvement "% gp en(j at fest
and socon he was losing rather than gaining strength. , © ~ la
came peacefully, but for a week or more, While the 28sue ofjds?
the balance, he fought = good fight, keen to live but facing ’*jch
and not unaware Of the chances against him, with the cou
those who knew him would have expected. drvirs?!
Mr Scot Skirving was the fifth son of M= Robert AaC?thn(r beerl
and was born in Edinpurgh in 1868. His forebears D

sj0nS
associated with East Lothian, and one of his treasured PoSS? thnesseA

. ; - who @
the portrait of his great-grandfather, Adam Skirving, .
the battle of prestonpans i 1745. fifreent O

o

He was educated at Edinburgh Academy Hll the age ~ VVas
Coll -
subsequently was for four yearg at Cheltenham oilege AAbU.I‘%r

keen Rugby player, and fof many years played for . ]Q(;ted

Academical team, and on more than one OCCB-SiIOH. we N anurgk
representative matches. While . student of medicine —~

University he had any interests outside his work, a_nA AepTeseAA
years tOok an important share in the work of the Studenp&s juatll]_?
tive Council, of which he became Senior President. toprofg
at Edinburgh University in 1893, he acted as House Surgeon wh
Chiene, and later visited various gurgical centres on the )
some time was also gpent in London?in 1895, When he £o° dur'!1
diploma. He took his F.R.C.S.Ed. in 1g97, and after * P
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which he was a demonstrator of snatomy and a surgical clinical tutor

the Royal Infirmary, he was appointed to the staff of Leith Hogpital,
to which he gave many years ©f devoted service and from which he
only retired, as Senior Surgeon, in 1916, when he was promoted to the
fll charge of wards in the Royal Infirmary.

During the South African War Skirving eagerly seized the
?PPOrtunity which was afforded him of geeing war service, and pro-
cleeded to South Africa, in March jg9gg, with the Imperial Yeomanry
Field Hospital, to which he was attached as Surgeon, with the rank of
Captain. For his services in South Africa he was mentioned in Lord
Roberts' gigpatches and received the gueen's Medal with three clasps
and the C.M.G.

X His close association with the Royal Infirmary dates from jo1o,
Vhen he was gppointed Assistant gurgeon. In 1916 he was promoted
o the fyll charge of wards, and at the time of his retirement in 192g he
Was the Senior Honorary Surgeon on the staff of the Hogpital, It was
characteristic of scot gkirving that he should comsider his hogpital

A 0] . . . ' i 1 i
vPrk as coming first in lmportance as regards his time and energies.

took = pergonal interest in his patients and gpared me effort to do
yhatever was in his power to help them. The confidence which he
Inspired in them, and their regard for him, were largely the result of the
gfeat interest he took in their welfare and the sympathy which they
c?uld pnot but know he felt for them. Whatever the circumstances his
Patients z1yays felt better and encouraged after his friendly visit, and
With nig hearty voice all in the ward could share in the cheery remarks
Avhich he had for each.
Throughout his career Mr gkirving was devoted to his teaching
Etles- . .For many years he acted as Lecturer in Surgery in the School
Medicine of the Royal Colleges, and after retiral from the Royal
Aurmary he continued for a short time as Lecturer om Gurgery in the
ental Hospital, with which he had been associated for tyenty-seven
Years.  He was closely associated with the teaching of dental gtydents,
many who received their gystematic imstruction from him at the
ental Hospital also attended his clinical class in the Royal Infirmary,

thoroughly enjoyed teaching, @nd regarded it as ome of the least
arduous parts of his daily work. His clinical lectures and ward visits

Jvere always imstructive. He had the natural capacity ©f emphasising
IniPortant points py apt quotations and by illustrations from his
exPerience, and not infrequently, when the circumstances were
Appropriate, he delighted the students with his characteristic wit and
Um?ur. OQutside the class-room his interest in the students was
continued, and his name will alyays be associated with the yniversity

oat Club, to which he presented a cup for competition' He was a
Welcome guest at students' functions, to which he looked forward, and
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ould always be relied on to contribute an amusing and witty speech
on these occasions.

In oA Saving wes mobilised with the Territorial Staff' of
fhe ZnJS&[}tsgng General Hogpital and served with it quring the earlier
years Of the war at Bangour and later at (raigleith. I» 1917 .hé ‘“;‘:
Pq{”ﬁ;/@gé t.O the rank ?f MaJ.or| and proceeded t° IFrance to join
18t ottish) General Hospital @t St Omar. During the latter part
o is period Of over a year in France he was the Senior Officer-in-

arge Of all the gyrgicg]l wards in the Hospital. Probably none of

is gurgical WOrk gave him more pleasure than that which he performed
unng Pis period of active service in France. He welcomed the
opportunity Of serving Pis own country and also of doing somet'hing
or the coyntry Which appealed t° him next to his own. He was highly
regarded by the French civilians and known to them as "the ga]_]_ant
1 ajor. It is gagy to understand the statement of one of his fellow-
ollicers that as President of the Mess he was the life and soul of the
whole unit. His coolness in time of stress and his thought for others

ere never better shown than when the Hogpital was bombed?while B

was Operating?and several of the nursj_ng staff were killed. .
. (¢}
Skirving had pany interests gpart from his work. He was fond

X . . was
owers and of gardening, and = country lif¢ appealed to him. HE

'een on fighing and shot reqularly every winter, and was regarded as
lore than useful shot. Many of his holidays were spent, abr?ad_
ranee made a special appeal t° him, and his interest was malntaln%d
y ¢ ¢ share he took in the affairs of the Edinburgh branch Of;;
ranco-Scottish Society, of which he had been Chairman. He a
a so been for some time President of the French Protestant Church **

m yrgh' and took an active interest in its affairs. It was always °
special pleasure to him to entertain French visitors, and to show them

e istoric places in and around Edinburgh. :

Scot gkirying will be remembered as one WHO had the hlghe}?t
aeais ot conduct in gyery branch of work and in his daily life, and wh‘o
o e times courage and fortitude in whatever task lay £e ,ls

e remembered with affection by all who worked with

m an w o had the priyilege of knowing bim.

2 . 18 “cot: Serving and the other members of his family %€ cen
we
deePest sympathy in the loss of one whose MEMOTY
shall §T{ays cherish. J



