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how France’s welfare state came to be and why the French are so
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The author argues that France simultaneously pursued two dif-
ferent paths toward universal social protection. Family welfare
embraced an industrial model in which class distinctions and em-
ployer control predominated. By contrast, protection against the
risks of illness, disability, maternity, and old age followed a mutual
aid model of welfare. The book examines a remarkably broad cast
of actors that includes workers’ unions, employers, mutual lead-
ers, the parliamentary elite, hauts fonctionnaires, doctors, pronatalists,
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diverse peasant organizations. It also traces foreign influences on
French social reform, particularly from Germany’s former terr-
itories in Alsace-Lorraine and Britain’s Beveridge Plan.
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CCAF Comité Central des Allocations Familiales
CCRP Caisse de Compensation de la Région Parisienne
CFTC Confédération Française des Travailleurs Chrétiens
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CNR Conseil National de la Résistance
CSAF Commission Supérieure des Allocations Familiales
CSN Conseil Supérieur de la Natalité
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xii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-67356-3 - Origins of the French Welfare State: The Struggle for Social Reform in
France 1914-1947
Paul V. Dutton
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521673569
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


List of abbreviations xiii

SFIO Section Française Internationale Ouvrière
UCSAF Union Centrale des Syndicats des Agriculteurs de France
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