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Images in neurology

Ceruminous adenoma
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CERUMINOMA
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A 27 year-old female patient with an 
external auditory canal lesion was di-
agnosed as ceruminous adenoma at the 
age of 17. She was operated on twice and 
underwent radiotherapy. The examina-
tion shows left prosopagnosia, ipsilateral 
deafness, and hemiglossoplegia. MRI de-
picts a heterogeneous lesion in the left 
temporal bone (Figure). “Ceruminoma” 
- a term considered by some to be a de-
funct diagnosis - is a rare, potentially ma-
lignant tumour, which presents itself as 
a yellow mass located to the external au-
ditory canal in 90% of the cases1,2. Treat-

ment and prognosis depend on one of 
the eight currently recognized histomor-
phologic subtypes (ceruminous and pleo-
morphic adenoma, cylindrome, adenoid 
cystic, ceruminous and mucoepidermoide 
adenocarcinoma, eccrine cylindrome and 
syringocystiadenoma papilliferum)2.
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Figure. MRI [A] Axial-fluid-attenuated inversion recovery sequence (FLAIR) and [B] Coronal-fat sup-
pressed T1-weighted spin-echo sequence postcontrast that show an irregular enhanced lesion at the 
petrous portion of left temporal bone with bone destruction, upper tentorium displacement, and ex-
tension to cerebellar pontine angle cistern.


