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ABSTRACT 
 
This study presents  a linguistic description of the Bhujel language within the 
framework of the functional-typological grammar developed mainly by Talmy Givón 
(2001) and further supplemented by Dixon (2004), Noonan (2003; 2005), Bhat (2004), 
Haspelmath (2004) and Dryer (2006). Bhujel is a previously undescribed and 
endangered Tibeto-Burman language spoken in some limited areas in the eastern part of 
Tanahun District of Nepal.  

This is a field-based study of the form of the Bhujel language spoken mainly in the 
Andimul village (Anbukhaireni- 1 and Bandipur-8) in Tanahun District. The main goal 
of the study is to analyze the forms and functions of different grammatical categories of 
the Bhujel language and compare the structural features of Bhujel revealed by this 
study to the characteristic structural features of the Tibeto-Burman languages from the 
typological perspective. This study also examines how the morphosyntactic structure in 
Bhujel manifests the subtle relationship between linguistic form and linguistic function 
at both sentence and discourse levels. 

The study is organized into thirteen chapters. Chapter 1 mainly reviews the previous 
descriptive works on the language and sets out the theoretical position underlying the 
description.  It also outlines the objectives, the significance and the limitations of the 
study. Chapter 2 mainly examines the sociolinguistic aspects such as the domains of the 
language use, the attitudes of the speakers towards the language, and the language 
endangerment. It also discusses the ethnology of the Bhujel.  Chapter 3 analyzes the 
segmental and supra-segmental features of the language. Chapter 4 presents the 
acoustic analysis of the sounds of the language. Chapter 5 examines the 
morphophonological processes in the language. Chapter 6 proposes the Devanagari 
script for the preliterate Bhujel language. Chapter 7 looks at the inflectional and 
derivational morphology of the nouns in Bhujel. It also examines the morphology of the 
pronouns in the language.  Chapter 8 discusses the formation, distribution and functions 
of the adjectives in the language. Chapter 9 analyzes the categories of the verb such as 
tense, aspect and modality in the language. It also presents a complex verb agreement 
system which is based on the hierarchical ranking of the participants (i.e.1→2, 1→3, 
2→3) rather than on their semantic or grammatical relations. We argue that Bhujel 
presents a unique type of the marking on the verb for the direct relations of the 
participants.  Besides, it shows the neutralization of the 'direct' marker and tense 
markers in the negative construction. Chapter 10 discusses the adverbs in Bhujel. 
Chapter 11 looks at the clause structure, noun phrase, order of the elements in the verb 
complex, major sentences and clause combining processes in the language. Chapter 12 
deals with the morphosyntactic devices which are used in the domains of topic 
continuity, action continuity and thematic continuity at the multi-propositional 
discourse level in Bhujel. Besides, this chapter discusses such strategies which are 
employed for different types of discourse functions at the atomic propositional level.  
Chapter 13 presents the summary and typological implications of the study.  

The annexes mainly comprise 10 analyzed texts, basic vocabulary, and socio-linguistic 
questionnaire, the respondents of the socio-linguistic questionnaire, Swadesh 100 
wordlist of Bhujel dialects, verb inflection paradigms and Bhujel morphemes, their 
glossing and description in the language. 
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 POSB  possibility 

 POSS   possessive 

 POST  posterior 

 POSTP postposition 

 PRED predicative 

 PRF perfect 

 PROB probability 

 PROG  progressive 

 PROH prohibitive 

 PROX   proximal/proximate 

 PRS present 

 PST past 

 PTCP participle 

 PURP purposive 

 Q question particle/marker 

 QUOT  quotative 

 xxiv



 RECP reciprocal 

 REFL  reflexive 

 REL relative 

 REM  remote 

 REQ requestive  

 RPST remote past 

 S subject 

 SAP speech act participant 

 SBJV subjunctive  

 SEQ sequential 

 SF suffix 

 SG singular 

 SIM  simultaneous 

 SIML similaritive 

 SUBM  subordinate marker 

 TOP   topic 

 TR transitive 

 V verb 

 → acting upon 

 ↓ falling tone 

 ↑ rising tone 

  word stress 
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