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16th European Parliament  
Ceramics Forum 

Tuesday, 1 December 2015 

Plenary 15:00-18:15 | Cocktail 18:30-1945 

 

Keynote speeches by 

MEP Antonio Tajani, Vice-President European Parliament  

Mr Stefano Bonaccini, President of Emilia Romagna Region 

 

Panel debates on  

EU Trade Defence Instruments and non-MES of China 

Post-2020 EU Emissions Trading Scheme review 

Co-hosted by EPCF Chairs: 

MEP Paul Rübig MEP Inmaculada  

Rodríguez-Piñero 

Leopold Hotel Brussels EU 

 #EPCF2015   
@CerameUnie 

www.epceramicsforum.eu 
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15:00-15:05 Welcome and opening comments 

MEP Paul Rübig, EPCF Chair, EPP 

15:20-16:00 Panel 1: EU Trade Defence Instruments and the non-Market 

Economy Status of China 

Introduc�on by Renaud Ba�er, Director General Cerame-Unie 

MEP Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero, EPCF Chair, INTA, S&D 

Mr Leopoldo Rubinacci, Director Trade Defence, DG TRADE  

Ms Inès Van Lierde, Spokesperson AEGIS Europe  

Mr Alain Delcourt, President Cerame-Unie 

Moderator: MEP Jude Kirton-Darling, EPCF member, INTA, S&D 

16:00-16:25 Q&A from audience 

15:05-15:20 Keynote speech  

MEP Antonio Tajani, EPCF Vice-Chair, Vice-President EP, EPP  

COFFEE BREAK 

AGENDA 

Plenary 15:00-18:15 | Cocktail 18:30-19:45 
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18:00-18:15 Keynote speech on European ceramic regions  

Mr Stefano Bonaccini, President of Emilia Romagna Region 

18:30-19:45 EPCF / CU cocktail  

MEP Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero, incoming EPCF Chair, S&D 

Mr Alain Delcourt, President Cerame-Unie  

16:40-17:40 Panel 2: The post-2020 EU Emissions Trading Scheme in the 

context of COP21 

Introduc�on by Renaud Ba�er, Director General Cerame-Unie 

Mr Hans Bergman, Head of Unit, DG CLIMA 

Mr Christophe Hansen, A9aché Environment, Permanent Representa;on of 

Luxembourg to the EU 

MEP Ivo Belet, shadow rapporteur on EU ETS reform, ENVI, EPP 

MEP Simona Bonafè, ENVI, S&D 

MEP José Inácio Faria, EPCF member, ENVI, ALDE  

Dr Heimo Scheuch, Vice-President Cerame-Unie, CEO Wienerberger 

Moderator: MEP Paul Rübig, EPCF Chair, ITRE, EPP 

17:40-18:00 Q&A from audience 
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Keynote speakers  

MEP Antonio Tajani, EPCF Vice-Chair, Vice-President Euro-

pean Parliament, EPP  

AAer having held the posi;on of Vice-President of the European 
Commission in charge of Enterprise and Industry, Antonio Tajani 
was re-elected to the European Parliament in 2014. He is Vice-

President of the European Parliament and a member of the ITRE Commi9ee. He is 
also a member of several delega;ons: for rela;ons with the Federa;ve Republic of 
Brazil, with Mercosur, and to the Euro-La;n American Parliamentary Assembly. He 
is a subs;tute member of the ECON Commi9ee and of the Delega;on to the EU-
Chile Joint Parliamentary Commi9ee. He is Vice-Chair of the EPCF since 2014.  

 

Mr Stefano Bonaccini, President of Emilia Romagna Re-

gion  

Stefano Bonaccini, an Italian poli;cian from the Democra;c Party 
(PDS), is President of the Regional Council of Emilia-Romagna 
since November 2014. His career as public administrator began 

in 1990 when he became a Young Councillor with responsibility for Youth Policy, 
Culture, Sports and Free Time in Campogalliano, near Modena. He then became 
Provincial Secretary of the Youth LeA and held posi;ons in Modena including PDS 
Secretary and Councillor with responsibility for Public Works and Historical Herit-
age. He later contributed to the Emilia-Romagna Region as PDS Secretary, Regional 
Councillor and Execu;ve in charge of Local Authori;es of the Na;onal Secretariat. 
He was also named Deputy Commissioner for the implementa;on of interven;ons 
for reconstruc;on, assistance to the popula;on and economic recovery of the areas 
affected by the May 2012 earthquakes.  

 

BIOGRAPHIES 
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PANEL 1 

EU Trade Defence Instruments  

and the non-Market Economy Status of China  

The ongoing debate around the Market Economy Status (MES) of China first evolved 
around the legal interpreta;on of Ar;cle 15 of China’s WTO Accession Protocol and 
China’s lack of progress towards mee;ng its WTO commitments. Recent publica-
;ons highlighted the number of EU jobs currently at stake – an;-dumping cases 
cover 300,000 jobs, including 100,000 ceramic jobs – and pointed at indirect impact 
on the EU’s economy should MES be given to China prematurely. In addi;on to the 
economic and legal analyses, the poli;cal dimension and rela;ons with China also 
enter into the debate. This panel will address the efficiency of trade defence instru-
ments in the light of the mul;-faceted discussion on the MES of China.  

Moderator 

MEP Jude Kirton-Darling, EPCF member, INTA, S&D   

Jude Kirton-Darling was elected to the European Parliament as 
representa;ve of the North East of England in 2014. As a member 
of the INTA commi9ee, much of her work has been focused 
around scru;ny of the nego;a;on of the Trans-Atlan;c Trade and 

Investment Partnership, as well as other trade agreements involving the EU. Fol-
lowing her previous work in the trade unions movement, she has had a par;cular 
focus upon trying to ensure the centrality of sustainable development and workers' 
rights. She previously directed European trade union work in the areas of energy, 
industrial policy, environment and health and safety, all key areas for the European 
Union in the years ahead. She is a member of the EPCF since 2014.  

 

Panellists 

MEP Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero, incoming EPCF Chair, 

INTA, S&D    

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero is a Spanish MEP since 2014. She is 
a member of the INTA Commi9ee and of the Delega;on to the EU
-Chile Joint Parliamentary Commi9ee. She is a subs;tute member 

of the ITRE Commi9ee and of the Delega;on for rela;ons with the US and the Dele-
ga;on to the Euro-La;n American Parliamentary Assembly. Prior to becoming an 
MEP, she was Federal Secretary for Economic Policy and Employment of the Execu-

;ve Commi9ee of the Spanish Socialist Party, Secretary‑General for Infrastructure 

in the Spanish Ministry of Public Works and Member of Spanish Congress of Depu-
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;es represen;ng Valencia. She holds a Degree in Economics and Business Sciences 
and a Master’s in Economic Theory. She is incoming EPCF Chair aAer holding the 
posi;on of Vice-Chair since 2014.  

Mr Leopoldo Rubinacci, Director Trade Defence, DG 

TRADE    

Leopoldo Rubinacci is Director for Trade Defence in DG Trade of 
the European Commission. Between 2011 and 2015 he was Head 
of Unit for investment and between 2005 and 2011 he was Head 

of Unit for bilateral trade rela;ons with Russia, other CIS countries, Western Eu-
rope, Western Balkans and EU candidate countries in the same Directorate General. 
AAer joining the European Commission in 1995, he held several posi;ons in DG 
Environment and DG Trade. He started his professional career at Arthur Andersen 
& Co. He holds a business administra;on degree from the Solvay School of Econom-
ics and Management.  

 

Ms Inès Van Lierde, Spokesperson, AEGIS Europe     

Inès Van Lierde is the Spokesperson for AEGIS Europe, an alliance 
of close to 30 key industries and trade unions promo;ng free and 
fair trade. She is also Secretary General of Euroalliages, the Asso-
cia;on of Ferro-Alloy and Silicon Producers, whose main objec;ve 

is to promote the safe, environmentally-friendly and compe;;ve produc;on of 
ferro-alloys and silicon in Europe. She is a key player in EU trade defence and policy 
issues with 30 years of experience including six years leading the An;-Dumping 
complaints office in DG Trade. As a lawyer, she has defended the interests of Eu-
roalliages’ members in trade defence procedures for about 25 years. More recently, 
she was appointed Chair of the BusinessEurope Trade Policy Instruments WG.  

 

Mr Alain Delcourt, President Cerame-Unie    

Alain Delcourt is President of Cerame-Unie, appointed in 2009 by 
the Cerame-Unie General Assembly. Since 2012, he is Interna;on-
al Sales Director for all non-German-speaking countries at AGROB 
BUCHTAL, a brand from Deutsche Steinzeug Cremer & Breuer AG 

that exports its products to over 100 countries. He is an experienced insider in the 
interna;onal ceramic business with excellent market knowledge. Formerly, he was 
the CEO of Desvres-Cofrac-Cermix. In addi;on, he was the President of the French 
Ceramic Tile Associa;on (CSCCF) from 1998 to 2009 and the President of the Euro-
pean Ceramic Tile Manufacturers’ Federa;on (CET) in 2005 and 2006.  

 



7 

PANEL 2 

The post-2020 EU Emissions Trading Scheme  

in the context of COP21  

Climate nego;a;ons in Paris (COP21) and the review of EU Emission Trading 
Scheme (ETS) are both an occasion to look more broadly at the impact of our cli-
mate ac;ons on European industry. Ceramics, being the largest industry in terms of 
the numbers of installa;ons in the EU ETS (10%) and one of the smallest in terms of 
emissions (1%), is ac;vely contribu;ng to achieving the EU’s global climate commit-
ments. At the same ;me, all ceramic sectors in the EU ETS have been recognised to 
be at real risk of carbon leakage. This panel will discuss whether post-Paris and post
-2020 carbon leakage mi;ga;on measures will be sufficient and effec;ve enough to 
preserve the interna;onal compe;;veness of the industry.  

Moderator 

MEP Paul Rübig, EPCF Chair, ITRE, EPP    

Paul Rübig, an MEP since 1996, is the longest-serving Austrian 
MEP. He is Vice-Chair of the Delega;on for rela;ons with the Ko-
rean Peninsula and member of the ITRE and BUDG Commi9ees. 
He is also subs;tute member of the DEVE Commi9ee and the 

Delega;on for rela;ons with the European Economic Area Joint Parliamentary 
Commi9ee. He spent five years in regional poli;cs and over 20 years in the private 
sector prior to joining the European Parliament. He is EPCF Chair since 2014 aAer 
having been a member since 2010.  

 

Panellists 

Mr Hans Bergman, Head of the Benchmarking Unit, DG 

CLIMA       

Hans Bergman works with the EU Emissions Trading Scheme 
at DG Climate Ac;on since 2007. Since 2010, he is Head of the 
Benchmarking Unit where he is in charge of free alloca;on to 

industry and compe;;veness issues. Prior to joining DG Climate Ac;on, he worked 
at DG Compe;;on first handling the control of state subsidies and then dealing 
with an;trust cases in the European electricity and gas markets. He also worked on 
environmental economics in DG Environment and for the Swedish government, 
aAer spending a few years in the private sector. His background is as an economist 
from Stockholm School of Economics.  

 



8 

MEP Ivo Belet, shadow rapporteur on EU ETS reform, EN-

VI, EPP     

Ivo Belet is a Belgian poli;cian elected to the European Parlia-
ment in 2004. He was recently appointed as the EPP’s ENVI Com-
mi9ee shadow rapporteur on the EU ETS Direc;ve review. He is 

also a member of the Delega;on for rela;ons with India and a subs;tute for the 
TRAN Commi9ee, Subcommi9ee on Security and Defence, Delega;ons for rela;ons 
with the US and the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. He is a former news anchor of 
VRT, the Flemish public broadcaster.  

 

MEP Simona Bonafè, ENVI, S&D     

Simona Bonafè was elected MEP in 2014 with the Italian Demo-
cra;c Party aAer formerly being elected to the Italian parliament 
in 2013. She is a full member of the ENVI Commi9ee and the Del-
ega;on for rela;ons with the People's Republic of China. She is a 

subs;tute member on the ITRE Commi9ee and the Delega;on for rela;ons with 
the United States. In 2004 she was appointed Councillor for the Environment in 
Scandicci, a role she held un;l 2013. She graduated in poli;cal science at the Uni-
versità Ca9olica del Sacro Cuore in Milan and started her poli;cal ac;vity in 2002 
with The Daisy party. From 2007, she also worked as a journalist for the newspa-
pers Corriere di Firenze and Europa.  

 

Mr Christophe Hansen, AFaché Environment, Permanent 

RepresentaHon of Luxembourg to the EU         

Christophe Hansen is Environment A9aché at the Luxembourg 
Permanent Representa;on to the EU since January 2014. He is 
also currently the Chair of the Council Working Party Environ-

ment on ETS. Previously, he worked for six years as poli;cal advisor in agricultural 
and environmental ma9ers for former MEP and Quaestor Astrid Lulling in the Euro-
pean Parliament. He holds a Master's Degree in Environmental Sciences and Risk 
Management awarded in 2007 by the Louis Pasteur University in Strasbourg.  
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MEP José Inácio Faria, EPCF member, ENVI, ALDE      

José Inácio Faria is a Portuguese MEP elected to the posi;on in 
2014. He is a member of the ENVI Commi9ee, Delega;on for rela-
;ons with the countries of Central America and Delega;on to the 
Euro-La;n American Parliamentary Assembly. He is a subs;tute 

member of the TRAN Commi9ee and the Delega;on for rela;ons with Japan. His 
educa;onal background in Law led him to the role of public service legal adviser for 
the government from 1992 to 2014. He was also involved in the Portuguese Earth 
Party first as Chair of the Na;onal Jurisdic;on Council then General Secretary. He is 
a member of the EPCF since 2014.  

 

Dr Heimo Scheuch, Vice-President Cerame-Unie, CEO Wie-

nerberger          

AAer the comple;on of legal studies at the Universi;es of Vienna 
and Paris and studies at the Vienna University of Economics and 
Business Administra;on and École Supérieure de Commerce de 

Paris, Heimo Scheuch began his career with the legal firm Shook, Hardy & Bacon in 
Milan and London as a corporate finance specialist. In 1996 he joined Wienerberger 
AG as assistant to the Managing Board; in 1997 he transferred to the senior man-
agement of Terca Bricks in Belgium, where he became CEO in 1999. He was ap-
pointed to the Managing Board in 2001 and appointed Chief Execu;ve Officer of 
Wienerberger AG by the Supervisory Board in 2009.  
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Kris;n Aerts Belgian Brick Associa;on 

Adolfo Aiello Eurofer 

Vassilios Akri;dis McGuireWoods 

Alfonso Alcolea Commi9ee of Regions 

Barbara Barone European Parliament - DG External Policies of the Union 

Teresa Barres Benlloch Permanent Representa;on of Spain to the EU 

Renaud Ba;er Cerame-Unie 

Fredrik Beckvid Tranchell European Commission 

Ivo Belet Member of the European Parliament 

Hans Bergman Head of the Benchmarking Unit, DG CLIMA 

Roland Besnard Bouyer Leroux 

Patrick Bikard Vesuvius 

Tomasz Biliński Stowarzyszenie Producentów Materiałów Ogniotrwałych 

Tommy Bisgaard Kalk- og Teglværksforeningen 

Roman Blazicek Lasselsberger 

Ulrich Bohle Steinzeug-Keramo 

Stefano Bonaccini Regione Emilia Romagna 

Simona Bonafè Member of the European Parliament 

Vi9orio Borelli Confindustria Ceramica 

Thonas Stuart Bridge Prince Minerals 

Louise Steiner Bruun European Commission 

Gordon Buhagiar European Commission 

Armando Cafiero Confindustria Ceramica 

Nicola  Caputo Member of the European Parliament 

Erdem Çenesiz Ece Banyo Gereçleri San. Ve Tic AŞ 

Sergio Gaetano Coffera; Member of the European Parliament 

Laura Cohen Bri;sh Ceramic Confedera;on 

Andrea Contri Confindustria Ceramica 

Kurt Corne9e Wienerberger 

Mario Cunial Industrie Co9o Possagno / ANDIL 

Jerzy Czechowski Stowarzyszenie Producentów Materiałów Ogniotrwałych 
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Daniel Dalton Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Member 

Lauren Darby Bri;sh Ceramic Confedera;on 

Patrice de Hemp;nne Vesuvius 

Frédéric de Meulemeester Vesuvius 

Ani Deal Cerame-Unie 

Miguel Defin; Geberit Interna;onal AG 

Alain Delcourt President Cerame-Unie 

Gianfranco Dell'Alba Confindustria 

Jean-Paul Denanot Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Vice-Chair 

Loïc  Desfeux Permanent Representa;on of France to the EU 

Eleni Despotou European Lime Asocia;on 

Paola Di Discordia European Domes;c Glass 

Flor Diaz Pulido European Commision, DG GROW 

Jose Maria Dominguez ALFRAN/ANFRE 

Laurie Dufourni Belgian Brick Associa;on 

Paulo Dunões APICER / Kerion Lda 

Bernd Ebbers Steinzeug-Keramo 

José Inácio Faria Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Member 

Jens Fellhauer Bundesverband Keramische Fliesen 

Moreno Fioravan; Confedera;on of the European Bicycle Industry 

Karl-Heinz Flick Fachverband Steinzeugindustrie 

Diaz Pulido Flor European Commission 

Paul Fournier CIRFS - European Man-made Fibres Associa;on 

Karin Gabel EXCA 

Luciano Galassini Confindustria Ceramica 

Elisa Garosi Commi9ee of Regions 

Anne-Sophie Gerst Wienerberger 

Neena Gill Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Vice-Chair 

Ima Gomez Lopez European Commission 

Florie Gonsolin FuelsEurope 

Gustavo González-Quijano COTANCE - The European Leather Industry 

Gerd Götz European Aluminium 

Sergio Gu;érrez Prieto Member of the European Parliament 

András Gyürk Member of the European Parliament 

Marios Hadjigavriel Cyprus Bricks and Tiles Associa;on 

Christophe Hansen Permanent Representa;on of Luxembourg to the EU 

Robert Heiling IV - Federa;on of Austrian Industries 

György Hölvényi Member of the European Parliament 
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Antoine Hoxha Fer;lizers Europe 

Hana Huzjak European Commission 

Mirosław Jaroszewicz Employers Union of Building Ceramics 

Julianna  Karall Austrian Mining and Steel Associa;on 

Mar;n Kasa Wienerberger 

Jude Kirton-Darling Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Member 

Gerhard Koch Verband Österreichischer Ziegelwerke 

Zsuzsa Amina Koubaa BIBM - Federa;on for European Precast Concrete Federa;on 

Bob Lambrechts European Aluminium 

José Luis Lanuza ASCER - Spanish Ceramic Tile Manufacturer Associa;on 

Sandrine Lauret EuSalt 

Nicole Le Poupon Cerame-Unie 

Jo Leinen Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Member 

Claude Lorea CEMBUREAU - The European Cement Associa;on 

Florence Lumen  Eurosil 

Jan Maarten De Vet The Centre for European Policy Studies - CEPS 

Sílvia Machado APICER 

Franz Maier RHI 

Ioannis Maliouris Maliouris SA / SEVK 

Vagner Maringolo CEMBUREAU - The European Cement Associa;on 

Chris;ne Marlet Eurogypsum 

Manuel Marsilio Confedera;on of the European Bicycle Industry 

Bruno Mar;net FFTB - Fédéra;on Française de Tuiles et Briques  

John Maxwell Calderys 

Andrew McDermo9 Bri;sh Ceramic Confedera;on 

Anthea McIntyre Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Vice-Chair 

Ross McKenzie Head of Policy for MEP Ian Duncan 

Klaus-Mar;n Meier Refratechnik Ceramics 

Yves Melin McGuireWoods 

Yiannakis Melios Cyprus Bricks and Tiles Associa;on 

Kai-Sebas;an Melzer Nickel Ins;tute 

Maximo Miccinilli European Aluminium 

Elisabeth Morin-Char;er Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Member 

Emmanuel Mounier Permanent Representa;on of France to the EU 

Emilio Mussini Confindustria Ceramica 

Gi9e Nielsen Kalk- og Teglværksforeningen 

Stéphane Noël Cerame-Unie 

Kevin Oakes Steelite Interna;onal 
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Michael Oberhummer Magnesita Refractories 

Bernard O'Connor NCTM O'Connor 

Alfonso Panzani Confindustria Ceramica 

Nuno Pargana Cerame-Unie 

Maga Pellegrini European Commission, DG GROW 

Pilar Perez de Asis ANFRE 

Klaus Peters ESTEP - European Steel Technology Plahorm  

Daniela Peters-Willms ESTEP - European Steel Technology Plahorm  

Mar;n Pilser European Commission 

Alicia Pindado Permanent Representa;on of Spain to the EU 

Franck Proust Member of the European Parliament 

Alice Reynolds Assistant MEP Neena Gill 

Pedro Riaza ASCER - Spanish Ceramic Tile Manufacturer Associa;on 

Alessio Rimoldi Federa;on of the European Precast Concrete Industry - BIBM 

Inmaculada Rodríguez-Piñero Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Chair 

Andrea Rossi Regione Emilia-Romagna  

Mar;n Roth Bundesverband Ziegelindustrie 

Paul Rübig Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Chair 

Leopoldo Rubinacci European Commission, DG Trade 

Flavia Russo Cerame-Unie 

Germiyan Saatcioğlu Turkish Ceramics Federa;on 

Heimo Scheuch Wienerberger 

Alessandro Sciamarelli CEMBUREAU - The European Cement Associa;on 

Silvia Selandari Orgalime 

Siôn Simon Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Member 

Felice   Simonelli The Centre for European Policy Studies - CEPS 

Jörg Sitzenfrey Rath AG 

Durk Smink KNB - Vereniging Koninklijke Nederlandse Bouwkeramiek 

Philippe Soiron AFICS - Associa;on Française des Industries de Ceramique Sanitaire 

Demos Spatharis European Commission, DG Trade 

Roy Stubbs 3M 

Antonio Tajani Member of the European Parliament / EPCF Member 

Chris;an Taylor-Hamlin Bathroom Manufacturers Associa;on 

Patrizia Toia Member of the European Parliament 

Veronica Tojal Glass for Europe 

Simona Vackeová Cerame-Unie 

Magdalena  Vallebona Cerame-Unie 

Jozef Van Den Bossche Belgian Brick Associa;on 
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Carl van der Horst Tata Steel 

Ewald L.J van Hal KNB - Vereniging Koninklijke Nederlandse Bouwkeramiek 

Inès Van Lierde Euroalliages 

Cornelya Vaque9e Austrian Associa;on for Building Materials and Ceramic Industries 

Silvia Vecchione ACEA - European Automobile Manufacturers' Associa;on 

Silvia Vecchione ACEA - European Automobile Manufacturers' Associa;on 

Jacques  Vinet Groupe Vinet 

Kathleen Walker Shaw GMB Trade Union 

Francois Wanecq Vesuvius 

Isabelle Weiler Euratex 

Jörg Wendel Wendel/EEA 

rob Wiegers IBR Consult 

Aurélie Wielchuda Assistant MEP Siôn Simon 

Bernard Willain Wienerberger 

Michelle Wyart-Remy Wyart-Remy Consult 

Ahmet Tahsin Yamaner Vitra Karo 

Damiano Zoffoli Member of the European Parliament 

Carlos Zorrinho Member of the European Parliament 
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The 16th European Parliament Ceramics Forum 

is taking place in the context of the: 

Cerame-Unie is the Brussels-based trade associaHon that rep-

resents the European ceramic industry.  

We engage in a construc;ve dialogue with the EU ins;tu;ons, 
interna;onal partners and social and environmental stakehold-
ers on behalf of our members.  

Our members include na;onal associa;ons and companies 
from nine ceramic sectors and 30 European countries, including 
26 EU member states. 

www.cerameunie.eu | @CerameUnie 


