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Developer Promises to Demolish Garage

The Raymond Company and Bulfinch Congress Holdings
are moving ahead with concept designs for the Government
Center Garage and city-owned A-2 Police Station on nearby
Hawkins Street. The developers had previously prepared a
Master Plan/Urban Design Plan (Chan Krieger Sieniewicz) to
establish a framework for the massing and overall site struc-
ture. The developer hosted a series of public meetings before
initiating the Boston Redevelopment Authority’s Article 80
review process to get input on what is important for the site.
It also solicited responses from five internationally acclaimed

design firms showing how the proposed master plan could be |

brought forward into conceptual building designs.

The five firms in the competition were Cook + Fox, Foster & )

Partners (London), Gensler, Skidmore Owings and Merrill and
Office of Metropolitan Architecture (Koolhaas). The parameters
for each design firm were set: 3.5 million s.f., 2,400 parking
spaces, phased construction/development, two towers with
heightsnotto
exceed 350
feet and 700
feet, with the
lower mass-
ing at the
RoseFitzger-
ald Kennedy
| Greenway
1 1 end of the
parcel. The
developer is now reviewing the designs and considering the
various massing and architectural responses.

A Project Notification Form for the BRA will eventually
be filed and will include the massing developed for the master
plan, not information from the competition. Leases on the of-
fice and retail spaces in the garage expire in 2010 by which time
the developer hopes to have all of the required approvals and
permits in hand in order to proceed on the first phase of the large
and significant development on the four-acre-plus parcel.
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Cook + Fox

Five renowned architectural
firms submitted ideas for the
One Congress Street parcels
emphasizing their approach to
creating a sustainable project.
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What’s Up?

The $787 billionAmerican Recovery and
ReinvestmentAct of 2009 (aka Stimulus
Package) and Massachusetts

What will the passage of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act mean for
Massachusetts? Using the Center for American
Progress state-by-state analysis ofthe stimulus
bill signed into law by President Obama, The Boston Informer
research division grouped the major elements into 10 categories.
Here is a summary of where the money would go using the
Center for American Progress’ methodology. Its allocations
are for the programs and tax cuts in the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act that are greater than $1 billion and have
funding formulas available. Estimates include only the money
that would be funneled to the states; excluded are funds that
will be spent directly by the federal government.

Spending on highways, bridges and transit accounts for only
about 7% of the total. Other infrastructure spending is found
in the clean water programs and in the education category. At
about40% of Massachusetts’total, tax cuts represent the largest
part of the stimulus package.

Estimated allocation to Massachusetts:
$11.7 = $12.1 billion

Highways 4%

Transit 3%
Clean Water 2%
Education
15%
Unemployment
14%
Affordable hsg.
& fighting

homelessness
Community 2%
Develop't &

Services
<1%

Energy 2%

Other
18%

Tax cuts
40%

Source: Center for American Progress * www.americanprogress.org

BRA Greenway District Planning Study — The Boston Redevelop-
ment Authority (BRA) hired Boston architects Utile with Ken Greenberg of
Toronto (ofthe Crossroads Improvement program) to conduct a quick planning
study on anewly defined [Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy] Greenway District. The
study area identified in the BRA’s request for proposals (RFP)—two blocks east
and west of the Greenway, from Causeway to Kneeland streets—also includes
the Bulfinch Triangle, Government Center and the U.S. Post Office site at So.
Station. The initial budget for the nine-month study is $150,000,

The RFP says the study “will develop guiding and planning principles for
the new Greenway District” and will examine potential development oppor-
tunities, identify height, density, and use guidelines, and develop scenarios
for future development in the area.” The consultants and BRA will hold
planning sessions and public meetings before issuing a final report. Although
the consultant’s scope of work does not include new zoning language, the BRA
is likely to create new zoning for some of the Greenway District.

Major proposed developments that could be affected by the study results include
redevelopment of the Government Center Garage by Raymond Property Co. and
Boston Harbor Garage by Chiofaro and Co. Also, potential development at the
Hook Lobster Co. site (destroyed by fire in May 2008), the Post Office site (for
which Greenberg has been a consultant) and around Faneuil Hall Marketplace.

Fort Point Channel Tower Proposed — Developers Archon Group
and Goldman Properties are proposing a 219-foot-high, 23-story tower with
290 residential units plus retail at 319 A Street. The building would replace a
five-story building containing artist studios and small businesses. The tower
would be by far the tallest building in the area, which was officially designated
a Landmark District last month. The 55-acre Fort Point Channel Landmark
District will be Boston’s first commercial Landmark District; the other eight
Landmark Districts are in primarily residential neighborhoods.

The developers have agreed to donate a building at 327 Summer St. to
house the displaced tenants, thereby attempting to satisfy a requirement in
the Fort Point Channel Master Plan that allows heights over 180 feet in return
for providing housing and affordable housing. The development will not start
for at least two years when the current lease expires.

Senate Transportation Plan — Almost 16 months after the Legisla-
tive Transportation Finance Commission’s bombshell report on the state’s
transportation system, the Senate filed legislation to restructure the trans-
portation agencies and authorities, creating the Massachusetts Surface
Transportation Authority, aka MassTrans (47 other states call this the Dept.
of Transportation). The new authority would have two divisions: roads and
bridges and public transit. An 11-person board would oversee MassTrans.
Senate President Murray hails the bill’s reform elements, noting they will
supplement the flagmen reforms instituted in April 2008. Yet most of the
Finance Commission’s reforms and revenue recommendations have yet to
be addressed. More to come....

PEOPLE MOVERS

James Aloisi, from Goulston & Storrs to secretary of transportation

Bernard Cohen resigned as secretary of transportation.

Michael Festa resigned as secretary of elder affairs.

Dan O’Connell resigned as secretary of housing and community development.

Greg Bialecki, from undersecretary of the Mass. Dept. of Business Develop-
ment to secretary of housing and community development.

Michael Ross was elected president of the Boston City Council.

Ray LaHood was named U.S. Secretary of Transportation. He is a former
Republican congressman from Illinois.

Lisa Jackson was named head of the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) after serving in several government positions on New Jersey.

Wendy Stern, from undersecretary of transportation to deputy director of
planning and development, MBTA.

Mark Boyle, from MBTA Planning to assistant general manager for plan-
ning, real estate, and environmental affairs.




